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Senate Bill 98

Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing me to speak today on Senate Bill 98, relating to complementary health care practitioners
and their ability to operate in the state of Wisconsin. Representative Dittrich and I are bringing this bill forward
again today for two reasons. The first is to allow for practitioners, such as homeopaths, herbalists, nutritional
consultants, and many more to provide their services in Wisconsin legally and without fear of being shut down.
Our statutes are currently written so broadly that these practitioners can be criminally charged for ‘practice of
medicine or other medical occupation’ without a license, even though the services they offer are not medical.

This bill lays out clear parameters for what the complementary health care practitioners cannot do to be able to
operate, such as:
1. Puncturing the skin
Diagnosing medical disease
Prescribing or dispensing a prescription drug or controlled substance
Recommending that a client discontinue treatment described by a medical professional
Acting as a health care professional without the applicable certificate, permit, or license.
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It also creates a written disclosure requirement from a practitioner to the consumer including:

1. An acknowledgement that they do not hold a medical certificate, permit, or license.

2. A description of the complementary health service(s) offered.

3. And a list of credentials, or other qualifications the practitioner has with respect to the services
they provide.

It also includes an enforcement provision that will allow for the Department of Safety and Professional Services
to investigate any practitioner that has violated any of the prohibitions in the bill.

The second reason for this bill is the meaning behind its namesake of the Consumer Protection for
Complementary Health Care Act. Every industry has fraudulent people looking to take advantage of the
unsuspecting, and complementary health care is no different. The clear parameters in this bill will protect
consumers from those that choose to obfuscate, confuse, or mislead the public with the product or service they
provide. A strong majority of complementary health care practitioners offer legitimate care with their customers’
best interest at heart, and this bill ultimately gives a pathway for them to continue operating while creating
retribution for bad actors.

Wisconsinites are like people all over the United States. They see an enormous value in having access to this
type of complementary health care. I say “complementary” because these practitioners work best in conjunction
with physicians and medical doctors, not at odds with them. You will hear stories or receive written testimony
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today from people who respect and love working with their doctors when it comes to medicine, but have other
non-medical health care needs that can often be better met by one of these practitioners.

As a two-time cancer survivor, I personally understand how medicine can work together with this kind of care.
I regularly met with my oncologist for my cancer treatments, but was also really interested in how to give my
body its best fighting chance with natural remedies. Ultimately, I survived that battle, and I believe it was because
both my medical and non-medical care worked together to find what was best for me.

At the end of the day, this bill makes it possible for consumers to access the kind of complementary health care
that they have shown they really want and need, while creating clear standards that will protect them. It is time
for Wisconsin to join 11 other states to pass this legislation.

This bill passed on the Assembly floor and was available to schedule for the Senate floor, but was unfortunately
timed out by COVID-19, so we are bringing it forward again. [ would like to thank Representative Barb Dittrich
for being a great partner on this bill that positively impacts health care access in Wisconsin, Thank you again for
your time and I would be happy to answer any questions.
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RE: Rep. Dittrich Testimony on SB 98 - providing complementary and alternative health care
practitioners with exemptions from practice protection laws, requirements and prohibitions for
individuals who provide complementary and alternative health care services, and providing a

penalty.

Good Morning Senate Committee Vice-Chair Stafsholt and members of the committee. {
appreciate the opportunity to speak to you today with Senator Felzkowski on this incredibly
important topic, providing complementary and alternative health care practitioners the protection
of law while providing them guidance,

Senate Bill 98 will allow Wisconsinites who prefer alternative health care practices the
confidence in knowing the practitioners treating them are following state laws. Under this bill,
complementary health care providers would be required to provide written disclosure
acknowledging they are not licensed health care providers, a description of services provided,
and a list of qualifications. Requiring this disclosure will protect consumers from bad actors
while allowing individuals the freedom to seek health care options that best fit their beliefs and
needs.

Given the reality that many individuals sought alternate approaches to maintaining their health as
they awaited a vaccine or treatment for COVID-19 this past year, this legislation becomes more
imperative than ever. Putting such legislation in place puts safety measures around both the
practitioner and the consumer as well.

I myself have used alternate health care therapies and found them to be quite beneficial. I would
hate to see alternative health care therapies and options disappear due to bad actors, In fact,
under the auspices of this bill, these disingenuous individuals should and could be prosecuted to
the fullest extent of the law.

I want thank Senator Felzkowski for bringing this bill to the forefront again this session. Her
hard work on this issue is greatly appreciated.
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Dear Honorable Members of the Committee on Insurance, Licensing and Forestry:

I encourage you to support SB98 Complementary and Alternative Healthcare Practices Bill. I have
worked as a complementary health practitioner running a small business in Madison, W1 for the past
fifteen years. I came to be a traditional naturopath and nutritionist through my own health challenges
as a young research scientist after I graduated with an M.S. from UW-Madison. After using healthy
diet and natural supplements to overcome my health issues, I returned to school in order to become a
natural health practitioner. My business offers people gentle, non-invasive ways to bring the body to
balance. I think SB98 would be a great thing for Wisconsin to have.

Sincerely,

%WM

Katy Wallace
Traditional Naturopath



Chair Felzkowski and Members of the committee,

My name is Anne Gillum. I’'m an attorney with National Health Freedom Action and
here with me is Diane Miller, fellow attorney, and the Director of law and public policy
for NHFA. Thank you for hearing this bill and for the opportunity to speak in favor of it
today.

I"d like to begin with just a brief introduction of our organization and our work in WI,
then I'll provide a brief explanation of the problem SB 98 is designed to solve and how it
solves it. Finally, I’ll turn it over to Diane and we’ll be happy to stick around to answer
any questions you have.

NHFA is a 501c4 non-profit organization, dedicated to protecting maximum heaith care
options for consumers so they can exercise their rights to access the health care
practitioners, products, services, and information that resonate with their own individual
decisions for achieving and maintaining health and wellness.

We are based in MN but work nationally to educate and empower citizens to promote
legal reform in occupational laws and regulations related to health care on the state level.

We had the privilege of working with WI residents to draft SB 98 and enjoyed getting to
know them while getting the bill to this point after they reached out to us over 10 years
ago for a solution to a problem in WI law.

A problem that is not unique to WI law - but a problem that leaves complementary and
alternative health care practitioners vulnerable to criminal charges for practicing
medicine — or another licensed health care profession — without a license.

The potential of being put in jail for something as simple and innocent as exercising free
speech rights when helping another person get well by, for example, teaching someone
about their body’s natural healing processes (information anyone can find by using
google or going to their local library), or by recommending the consumption of foods and
herbs with healing properties (many of which are available to any consumer already at
Whole Foods, the local co-op, or on Amazon). That’s what we’re here to change with SB
98.

We’re happy to support SB 98 which we believe is a proactive, solution-oriented piece of
legislation that gives W1 the opportunity to reform its laws to reflect what is happening in
the culture already.

As you’ll hear from those testifying today and from written submissions to the
committee, consumers are increasingly searching for and benefitting from health care
options that involve lifestyle and behavior modifications. Consumers want to use gentle
healing therapies alongside of, more conventional, pharmaceutical-based options.



Consumers are searching for approaches from a broad variety of methods that the
consumer has become aware of through their own research and networking. We are so
fortunate to live in this information age where we can learn about anything we want —
without leaving the comfort of our homes to do so.

But finding a practitioner who offers these services or who can discuss these approaches
with a consumer is challenging. Many of the practitioners who consumers are looking
for are not licensed to practice a conventional health care profession and do not have a
desire to become conventionally licensed. But that doesn’t mean that they shouldn’t be
able to speak honestly about what they know or that they shouldn’t be able to put to use
the education, training or credentials, or other experience that they invested time and
money in pursuing. And it certainly doesn’t mean they don’t have a role to play in
supporting the health and wellness journeys of WI residents.

WI residents want access to practitioners who can help them navigate their holistic health
options; herbalists, health coaches, aromatherapists, and others. But these practitioners
are often hard to find because they work under the radar because of the fear of criminal
charges. Criminal charges for practicing medicine — or another licensed health care
profession — without a license. And that’s what SB 98 is here to change.

These criminal charges arise from the broad definition of the practice of medicine in WI
Statute 448.01 (2)(9)(a)~(d), which provides, in part, that a person is practicing medicine
if he or she:

(a) examine[s] into the fact, condition or cause of human health or disease, or to treat,
... OF aavise for the same, by any means or instrumentality.

(d) To offer, undertake, attempt or to or hold oneself out in any manner as able to do any

of [the above].

It’s good to have a broad definition. We want doctors to be able to use all the tools in
their tool belt to help people get well. But the problem is that anyone who does anything
within that broad definition without holding a license - even if it’s not dangerous or
harmful — can be put in jail or fined up to $10,000.

So, SB 98 doesn’t seek to change that broad definition, but it asks WI law to
acknowledge the impact that the broad definition has on complementary and alternative
health care providers by providing them with an exemption under certain situations. WI
law already has a long list of exemptions at the end of each health care licensing law.

Typically, these exemptions are for other licensed health care professionals doing some
of the dangerous things that another licensed professional does under their licensing law.
Also, there are exemptions that exist for non-licensed people for example Good



Samaritan laws in cases of emergencies, or for home remedies — those people won’t be
charged criminally for unlicensed practice.

SB 98 is asking you to add another exemption; not for dangerous things that have to be
restricted to a few.

Rather an exemption for gentle, common-sense, non-invasive activities, that yes, do fit
within the broad definition of the practice of medicine but activities that should be
allowed in the public domain because they don’t rise to the level of potential for harm
that requires state regulation.

SB 98 provides guidelines for the use of an exemption from occupational licensure and
registration requirements for these unlicensed complementary and alternative health care
practitioners as long as they:

(1) give out the disclosures listed in the bill on p 6-8; and
(2) avoid a specific list of Prohibited Acts outlined on p 4-6 of the bill.

With SB 98 in place, when or if a complaint arises, the question asked by the state would
change from: “Was the person practicing medicine without a license?” to, “did the person
fail to give out a required disclosure” or “did he/she perform a prohibited act?”.

We have observed the practitioner exemption laws — passed in 11 states so far and in MN
for the past 20 years - provide a practical way for states to assure continued consumer
access to and the availability of wellness practitioners and modalities while also retaining
the avenues that state governments have to process complaints for unlicensed practice
when the need arises.

Want to be clear the SB 98 would not change the regulation of licensed professionals.
Complementary and alternative methods of treatments are also provided by many
unlicensed professionals (such as Sponsor Senator Felzkowski’s oncologist who advised
her to take turmeric and to see an herbalist) but they practice under the jurisdiction of
their own licensing boards.

Exemption laws, like we hope SB 98 will become in the state of W1, are a common sense
way of addressing how to manage the thousands of practitioners and businesses providing
services in the public domain — not under a board. These laws provide practitioners and
the state with guidance parameters on how to proceed in the event of a complaint while
assuring the continued availability of those services to consumers who safely enjoy them,

We believe SB 98 goes a long way in protecting consumer access to the broad domain of
healing modalities practiced by small business owners (often moms and wives trying to
help make ends meet) who are not currently licensed by the state of WI.



NHFA respectfully urges you to support SB 98 and we are happy to answer any questions
you have. Thank you.
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To:  Senator Felzkowski

From: Diane Miller JD, Director of Law and Public Policy
National Health Freedom Action

Date: March 3, 2021
Re:  Senate Bill 98 regarding Complementary and Alternative Health Care Practices
Dear Chairwoman Felzkowski:

Thank you so much for Spensoring SB98, a bill protecting access to complementary and
alternative health care practitioners in Wisconsin. We thank you for bringing this bill forward
and giving us an opportunity to testify in the Committee for Licensing, Insurance and Forestry in
support of SB98. '

My name is Diane Miller. I am an attorney and the Director of Law and Public Policy for
National Health Freedom Action (NHFA) and its sister educational organization National Health
Freedom Coalition (NHFC).

National Health Freedom Action (NHFA) is a 501(c)4 non-profit corporation working to
protect maximum health care options for consumers. NHFA works to protect the right of people
to access the health care practitioners, health care products, and the broad range of healing arts
that resonate with his or her own decisions regarding health and wellness.

NHFA responds to calls year-round from individuals and groups throughout the country
who wish to promote legal reform in occupational laws and regulations having to do with health
care on the state level. We have been in touch with citizens of Wisconsin who would like to
have a safe harbor practitioner exemption law for unlicensed healers and practitioners who are
providing non-invasive methods of healing and health care services in Wisconsin similar to other
states that we have been involved in. NHFA has enjoyed working with and educating Wisconsin
citizens to help them ensure the rights of consumers to have access to products, practitioners, and
information of their choice, as well as the rights of health care practitioners to offer their
services.

Mission Statement
To promofe access 1o all health care information, services, treatments and producis that the people deem beneficial
Jor their ovn health and survival; to promote legislative reform of the Imvs impacting the right to access;
and to promote the health of the people of this nation.



NHFA supports SB98 because: it will protect access to hundreds of traditional, complementary,
and alternative health care practitioners such as traditional naturopaths, homeopaths, and
herbalists, providing their services to health seekers in Wisconsin and who are not licensed under
medical health care occupation laws. SB98 provides guidelines for the use of an exemption from
state occupational licensing and registration requirements for those non-invasive complementary
and alternative health care practitioners who (1) avoid a specific list of prohibited conduct, such
as puncturing the skin and, (2) who give out the disclosure information for unlicensed
practitioners listed in the bill, such as contact information, education and training, and the nature -
of the services to be provided.

The use of complementary and alternative practitioners is prevalent in the United States.
Based on a February 2015 National Health Statistics Report, the percentage of U.S. adults who
used any complementary health approach according to the most recent statistics from 2012 was
33.2%." And based on the 2012 National Institute of Health’s NHIS Survey from the National
Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM), it was found that about 59
million Americans spend money out-of-pocket on complementary health approaches, and their
total spending adds up to $30.2 billion a year. This means that thousands of Wisconsin citizens
are using complementary and alternative health care and spending millions of dollars in the State
of Wisconsin for that care.

Clients find that alternative practitioners offer approaches that are often either more natural
or may help them address their health concerns by lifestyle changes or non-invasive healing
techniques from a broad variety of methods that the consumer has become aware of through their
own research and networking. Many practitioners are not licensed to practice a conventional
health care profession and do not have a desire or plan to become conventionally licensed in a
medical profession. Because NHFA wants to assure consumers their broadest access to
information and services, we support Wisconsin’s SB98 and are glad that it is before this
committee.

Currently eleven states have passed safe harbor exemption laws in some form, including:
Minnesota, Rhode Island, California, Louisiana, Idaho, Oklahoma, Arizona (for homeopaths),
New Mexico, Colorado, Nevada, and, most recently, Maine. Additional states have introduced
and are working to pass similar legislation.

Safe harbor laws do not change the regulation of licensed professionals. Complementary
and alternative methods of treatment are also provided by many licensed professionals but they
practice under the jurisdiction of their own licensing Boards.

We believe that safe harbor laws are a common sense way of addressing how to manage the
thousands of practitioners and businesses providing services in the public domain. These laws
provide practitioners and the state with guidance parameters on how to proceed in the event of a
complaint while assuring the continued availability of these services to consumers who enjoy
them.

Wission Statemeit
To promote access 1o all health care information, services, reatments and products that the people deem beneficial
JSor their ovwn health and survival, to promote legislative reform of the laws impacting fhe right lo access;
and to promote the health of the people of this nation.



We have observed that state safe harbor practitioner exemption laws provide a practical way for
states to assure continued consumer access to and the availability of wellness practitioners and
modalities while also retaining the avenues that state governments have to process complaints for
unlicensed practice when the need arises.

NHFA believes that SB98 goes a long way in protecting consumer access to the broad domain of
healing modalities practiced by practitioners currently not licensed by the state of Wisconsin.

NHFA respectfully urges you to support SB98 and we are open to answering any of your
questions about this type of legislation.

My Very Best Regards,

Diane M. Miller JD
Director of Law and Public Policy NHFA

! (“Trends in the Use of Complementary Health Approaches Among Adults: United States, 2002-2012”, by Tainya
C. Clatke, Ph.D., M.P.H., Lindsey 1. Black, M.P.H., National Center for Health Statistics; Barbara I. Stussman,
B.A., National Institutes of Health; Patricia M. Barnes, M.A., National Center for Health Statistics; and Richard L.
Nahin, Ph.D., M.P.H., National Institutes of Health).

Mission Statement
To promote access to all health care information, services, treatments and products that the people deem beneficial
Jor their own health and survival, to promote legislative reform of the laws impacting the right to access;
and to promote the health of the peaple of this nation.
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Thank you to the authors of SB98, our 17 co-sponsors, and the members of the
Senate Committee on Insurance, Licensing, and Forestry for hearing the testimonies
here today.

I’'m Rosanne Lindsay, a certified Naturopath, Herbalist, a small business owner, a
member of the Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition and president of the National Health
Freedom Coalition. I hold a Masters degree in Environmental Health Science from the
School of Public Health in Chicago at UIC, and an ND degree in Naturopathic medicine
from Trinity School of Natural Health in Indiana.

I’'m here today to urge your support for SB98 and make Wisconsin the 12 state with a
health freedom law that supports options for health and healing.

As [ said, I am a Naturopath and Herbalist, which are considered categories in alternative
and complimentary healthcare. One of the few fundamental prmc:lples of a naturopathic
medicine i§ “Let food be thy medlcme, and medicine be thy food.” This principle quote
by Hippocrates in 440 BCE reinforces that balance is key when it comes to building up a
strong, healthy immune system and ‘body. Hippocrates advocated nature’s ability to heal
illness and to restore proper health to the individual. His aim was to endow medicine with
legitimacy.

Most people today know Hippocrates as the father of modern western medicine. They
know him by The Hippocratic oath, taken by all medical doctors before they receive their
doctorate, and that is “to first, do no harm” to their patients, But Hippocrates® style is
really more that of a modern day naturopath because he saw the role of a practitioner as
being a servant and facilitator of Nature. He taught his students to not focus on disease
only, but to study the whole patient, including their environment, their emotional state
and the spiritual beliefs they preferred, before taking a course of action, This is called
Holism, or the whole bady approach. These Greek doctors also worked with the Four
Temperaments: the body, mind, psychology, and spirit as being interconnected to heal the -
whole person, not just isolated signs and symptoms.

As a group, naturopaths and other holistic practitioners remain unlicensed because we do
not cause harm in what we offer. We work with the tools of nature and the Four
Temperaments. This bill reflects what is already happening on the ground, but it goes
further because I am now required to offer to my clients a list of disclosures as well as a
list of prohibitions with respect to 1) prescription drugs; 2) recommending the
discontinuation of treatment prescribed by a health care professional; 3) making a
diagnosis of a medical disease; or 4) holding myself out as a credentialed health care
professional without a credential, among other things.
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I appreciate having those parameters in place for my practice because it shows to
everyone that [ am not in the arena of doing harmful things and it clearly says what [
cannot do so that I can freely practice. But, it’s not just me who benefits from this
language. It protects everyone.

Today, 40% of all American consumers utilize alternative healthcare options and spend
almost $35 billion annually, In Wisconsin, that means that around 335,000 people spend
600K for alternative and complimentary services and products out of pocket. ! Wisconsin
is also home to many natural supplement companies, including Standard Process, located

in Palmira, WI, which employs 415 people on their own sustainable, organic farm.
Nature’s Sunshine Products is a national company that employs over 3000 members and
distributors in Wisconsin. And there are many others,

People are hungry for options and alternatives in healing. To illustrate this, in March of
2000, twenty-one years ago, the State of Wisconsin was featured in that month’s issue of
the Journal of Family Practice showing consumer demand for more (not less) alternative
healing options. 2 Four reasons emerged as the basis for this: 1) Holism (whole person
approach), 2) Empowerment (being responsible for your own health) 3) Access, and 4)
Legitimization.

Today, we are introducing an exemption bill, so that natural healers, like myself, who do
not practice licensed medicine under the Medical Practice Act, remain exempt from
licensure requirements. And that holds as long as we share that list of certain disclosures
and prohibitions to our clients. So, by this legislation, we mean to be more transparent
and accountable about our services so people can make clear choices about the kinds of
practitioners they wish to work with. - :

While I don’t have time to study law, I did a little research into W1 law and discovered a
2016 report from the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty (WILL). This report,
“Fencing Out Opportunity” showed how licensing laws continue to drain the US
economy. The report found that:?

1 National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM) The Use of Compiementary and Alternative
Medicine in the United States, National Institutes of Health (December 2008); availabie
at: http:/ /nccam.nihgov/news/camstats /2007 /camsurvey_{si.htm (accessed June 15, 2017).

2 Barlett, B, L, Marchad, ], Scheder, and D. Applebaum, Bridging the Gap Between Conventional and Alternative

Medicine, Journal of Family Practice 49, no. 3 (March 4, 2000): 234-9; available at:

https:/ fwww.nebinim.nih.gov/pubmed/10735483 (accessed June 15, 2017},

3 Roth, Coltin. "Fencing Out Opportunity.” Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty, November 2016, 1-25, Accessed February 2021,
hitps:fwww will-law.org/wp~content/uploads/202 1/01/Licensure-FINAL pdf. .
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Occupational licenses are “one of the most substantial barriers to opportunity in
America today.” According to WILL’s estimates, in Wisconsin, licensing laws
raise prices for consumers by $1.9 billion each year and results in roughly 31,000
fewer jobs. Over the two decades leading up to 2016, the number of license
holders had jumped by 34 percent in Wisconsin and the number of occupational
‘licensing categories had soared by 84 percent.

Bottom line? Licensing creates barriers to entry into occupations, shrinks the available
number of jobs, reduces competition, and allows licensees to charge more for their
services than they could earn in a more competitive market—as much as 15 percent more
according to the Wisconsin WILL study.

A 2018 Institute of Justice study estimated that licensing costs the American economy
nearly 2 million jobs and up to $197 billion annually and that these costs are not
necessarily offset by additional consumer protection; also there is little evidence that
stricter licensing yields higher quality or safer services.

From my perspective, health is a personal responsibility. Others cannot exercise for me to
keep me healthy. Whether youw’re an MD, an RN, a chiropractor, a homeopath, herbalist,
or a naturopath, all of these practitioners can only help to guide individuals about how
they might heal themselves. So, it the consumer who gets to decide.

Hippocrates saw medicine as an art as well as a science and stated that empathy: warmth,
sympathy and understanding might be as important as any other intervention.* Instead of
invasive intervention or suppressing the signs and symptoms of an illness, Hippocrates
said that preference should be given by the doctor to assisting the patient in the healing
and regeneratlon that the body is naturally trying to accomplish. “Work with Nature not
against it.”

This bill offers accountability and transparency where there was none before. It also’
offers a regulatory framework through DSPS for practitioners who do not comply with
the law,

Especially during these unprecedented times, I believe all healers of different stripes are
meant to work cooperatively together. Choices for healing must be laid out for everyone
to see because healing is an individual process.

4 [saacs, David. "Conscience and Moral Obligations of Physicians." Journal of Paediatrics and Child
Health 53, no. 8 (2017): 731-32. doi: 10.111 1/jpc.13647.
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There is room for everyone to participate because there is more than one way to do
something safely and effectively.

Thank you to this committee for hearing my testimony.

Rosanne Lindsay



From: Heather Burkart <heather.bu rkart@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 2, 2021 at 4:48 PM
Subject: Testimony in favor of SB 98 / AB 86

| already observe ail these prohibitions and nearly all requirements, and many cther credible CAHC practitioners probably do as well, And if they don’t, they most
{ikely will start if this bili Is passed into law. This Bill puts guardrails in place and provides a system for bad actors.

{ realize there are objections. My Impression is that they percelve CAHC practitioners as a threat and this gives thers too much freedom. What's being overlooked
here is that in most cases an alternative and complementary approach is gentle, non-invasive, and non-toxic. And yet, the practiticner has the least freedom under
Wisconsin law. This bill affords them the freedom te practice more openly within very clear parameters, That is something everycne - practitioners and consumers -
can and will benafit from,

Please, don't see me and other CAHC practitioners as a threat. We are here to help.

| ask the Committee to please vote YES on AB 98, This is a trend that is sweeping the natlon, one state at a time, Please help us make Wisconsin the 12th state to
embrace Heaith Freedom Jaws to suppert CAHC practitioners and the increasing numbers of consumars who benefit from their services.

Thank you for your consideration and time.

Heather Burkart CAP

. Certlfied Ayurvedic Practitioner

NAMA Professionat Member

Heather R, Burkart CAP, CPT, E-RYT 200

Nationally Certified Ayurvedic Practitioner

Experienced Registered Yoga Teacher

heather.burkadt@amail.com

{414) 729-8923

Wisconsin Health Fresdom Coalition
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Honorable Committee members:

| support SB 98/AB 86, a bill Protecting Consumer Access to Complementary and Alternative Health Care
Practitioners. 1am a nutritionist living in Fall Creek, Wl and have a practice helping people to be
healthier by eating well. Asthere are many modalities when it comes to health care, it is important not
to penalize those that chose to help others to better health by means other than the traditional health
care. By restricting health care to only particular modalities is shortsighted and limits the liberties of the
consumer to seek out the type of solution that they desire to employ for their personal health

decisions. The prohibitions in this bill will prevent consumer abuse and over-reach or misrepresentation
by complementary alternative care providers. Over all, the bill protects both consumers and
practitioners as well as allowing the liberty to utilize complementary and alternative health care options.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen R. Hurd

Nutritionist, Master of Science Biochemistry
Karen R. Hurd Nutritional Practice, LLC

114 S. State Sireet

Fall Creek, W1 54742

715-577-4860

www. karenhurd.com

Home address: 835 S. Liberty Street, Apt. 14, Fall Creek, W| 54742



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

Members of the committee, my name is Jean Anaya. | live in Rhinelander. | support SB 98/AB 86 and { want you to please
VOTE YES on SB 98/AB 86, the "Consumer Protection for Complementary Healthcare" bill. This bill is importanttome as a
disabled veteran because as a returning Vet from Afghanistan, | wanted to be able to use a gentler approach to my healing

than what the VA was currently offering at that time. | am thankful this bill is moving forward.
Name

jean anaya

Address

3950 s shore pkwy

Wi '

54501

us

Email
jean.baribeau.anaya@gmail.com
Date / Time

02/27/2021 7:30 AM

Wigconsin Héalth Freedom Coalition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message
Members of the Committee,

| dealt with a stomach/ gut issue for over 40 years. | began medical heip in my 20's. | was given NO help. | walked away from medical help and just
lived with this problem. 1 began an interest in afternative medicine for this issue. Once | finally * broke' down and scught out an alternative ND
practitioner | got results in a 3 to 6 th month period of time. Do the math on this persenal issue of years of torture. An ND solved it in a few
months, Please let them practice,

Please protect these practitioners, They harm no one, ever. If | 'm an example, they work. Forty years of lssues, against 3 to 6 months of the issue
disappearing.

Dean Reichel.

Name

Dean Reichel

Address

10180 Blue Lake Rd

Minccgua, Wi

54548

us

Email
Bemis195253@protonmail.com

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition -



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

individuals have the right to self-determination in making their own choices when it comes to decisions that impact their
health and the health of their family members. When alternative and complementary health care options are eliminated
through restrictive laws and regulations, choices are eliminated and access to health becomes meaningless. When this
happens all people suffer. | am a practitioner of comglementary healthcare and a small business owner in Minnesota
moving to Wisconsin. | want o serve my clients without the fear that my state’s laws could be used 1o treat me as a
criminal. Please update W law to reflect what is happening in our state,

Name

Shiloh Thompson

Address

8245 W Beatrice Dr

Minong, Wisconsin {currently building}

Clear Lake , MN

55362

us

Email

elevatedwellness@icloud.com

Date / Time

02/27/2021 8:00 PM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

| depend on complementary and alternative health care for myself and my family and { want Wisconsin law to protect my
rights as a consumer to a free and educated choice in health care providers.

Name

Duane Benkowski

Address

Misty Bogg Rd.

Minong, WI

54859

us

Email
duane@innovativestucco.com
Date / Time

02/27/2021 800 PM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care |

Comment or Message

My husband and | use complementary and alternative heaith care more than any other medical care. it's more effective
and cheaper. Now that we are on Medicare we are saving the tax payers a lot of money. We do a iot to stay healthy and
not end up in the hospital. We do research and make an educated decision as to what is which health care providers we
want to see. As a consumer | want this choice, Please support SB 98/AB 86 Safe Harbor Bill.

Jody Slocum and Kurt Buetow

N9215 130th St

Downing, WI 54734

Name

Jody Slocum

Address

N9215 130th St

Downing, WI

54734

us

Email

jodyslocum@®gmail.com

Date / Time

02/28/2021 10:30 AM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message
1 am an alternative health care consumer and | want to have the freedam to decide for myself the type of heaith care |

want. It is not appropriate for the State of Wisconsin or any other government to dictate individual health care. | support
health care freedom. ‘

Name

Patricia Huggett
Address

406 Haskin Dr
Pardeeville, Wi
53954

us

Email
galoned@gmail.com
Date / Time
03/01/2021 9:00 AM

Wistgnsin Health Freedom Coalition,



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

Please vote Yes for SB 98/AB 86! Complementary and alternative health care are part of a wide ranging ogportunity to
heal, prevent and assist in the heaith of our bodies and our being. Please consider this crucial addition to our care.
Thank you.

Name

Maralee Savage

Address

566 N Falls St

River Falis, WI

54022

us

Email

maraleesavage@gmail.com

Date / Time

03/01/2021 5:30 PM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

Members of the Committee, my name is Amber R Miller. | live in Wisconsin Rapids. | support 5B 98/AB 86 and want you to
please VOTE YES on SB 98/AB 86, the "Consumer Protection for Complementary Healthcare" Bill. This bill is important to
me as someone with multiple health issues for which standard medicine provides little relief. | depend on complementary
and alternative health care for both myself and my family. | want Wisconsin law to protect my rights as a consumer to
make a free and educated choice in health care providers, Thank you!

Name

Amber Miller

Address

2230 Lincoln Street

Wisconsin Rapids, Wi

54494

us

Email

newmerm30@amail.com

Date / Time

03/02/2021 10:00 AM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coaiition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

Members of thie Senate Committee on Insurance, Licensing and Forestry:

My name is Chad Oler. [ live in Madison and have a complementary heaithcare clinic in Fitchburg. I support 5B 98/AB 86
and 1 ask that you please vote YES on this "Consumer Protection for Complementary Healthcare” bill.

| both use and provide complementary and alternative health care services for myself, my family and my clients. As as
small business owner in this state for the past 21 years, | believe this bili provides a solid framework to not only allow me

to continue my practice with the reassurance of defined protections, it also provides standardized informed consent for
CONSUMErs.

| believe this bill will help improve health care in our state and ask that you vote YES on 5B 98/AB 86.
Sincerely,

Chad Oler

Name

Chad Oler

Address

3409 KINGSTON DR
MADISON, WI
53713

us

Ermail
drchadoler@gmail.com
Date / Time
03/02/2021 3:30 PM

Wisconsin Health Freedor Coalition



Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

My name is Chandon Williams and | own the largest acupuncture and massage clinic in the Madison area and currently
serve on the Wisconsin state board of acupuncturists and have practiced as a massage therapist or acupuncturist since
2003. 1 support SB 98/AB 86, a bill Protecting Consumer Access to Complementary and Alternative Health Care
Practitioners. 4

| am writing not as a business owner or as a board member, but as an experienced alternative heaith care provider that is
familiar with our local network of providers and that has a pulse on the cusrent needs of our local community and it's
complementary self care needs. True healing comes from the individual feeling empowered to take an active role and
advocate for what is necessary for their body, mind and spirit. As a state, we should do everything necessary to keep an
open mind and supportive environment for peaple of our communities to be able to access these different approaches to

self.care. | have seen people drive from out of state and alf across the state to meet with many of these providers that will
be supported by this bill.

it is everyone's responsibility to support the individuals accessibility to whatever healing modality they feei with benefit
them. Creating red tape is not what our communitiés need, especially right now, Every part of our system is working full
force to care of all of the needs of the individual and limiting access to this care is not helpful in creating an environment
that promotes true healing and effectiveness of Wisconsinites to be fully present in our local communities.

Name

Chandon Williams

Address

6434 County Road K

Biue Mounds, Wi

53517

us

Ermnail
chandenchic@gmail.com

Date / Time
03/02/2021 4:30 PM

Wisconsin.Health Fresdom Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

Members of the Committee, my name is Synthia Maniscalco and live in Sheldon, WI. 1 support SB 98/AB 86 and [ want you
to please VOTE YES on SB 98/AB 86, the "Consumer Protection for Complementary Healthcare” bill. This bill is important to
me because | want access to low cost (out of pocket expense) natural therapies.

Thank you

Synthia Maniscalco

Sheldon, W1 54766

Name

Synthia Maniscalco

Address

W5 187 Broken Arrow Road

Sheldon, WI

54766

us

Email

synchaa@gmail.com

Date / Time

03/02/2021 4:00 PM

Wisconsin Heaith Freedem Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

When 3 doctors said, * yes you have painful arthritis.” AND " No, you can't have anything for it. Oh, and you should take
daily OTC to get through your day. You need a knee replacement, and no we're not going to do it.”
Herbal medicine was not only effective, but affordable.

Name

Nancy Vandehey

Address

2032 w russet ci#3

Appleton, Wi

54914

us

Email

Poised.Inanna@yahco.com

Date / Time

03/02/2021 5:00 P

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message
Thank you to the Health Committee members for holding this important public hearing,
1 urge you to support , AB86/SBIS and here is why.
My name is Anne Temple from Milwaukee and | am the Midwest Leader with Moms Across America, a non-prefit group based out of Caiifornia
whose motte is “Empowered Moms, Heafthy Kids.” We have educated 1000's of people about the importance of creating a healthy environment to
raise healthy kids through the choices we make in our daily lives,
My story started on this track over a decade ago, when | was suffering from depression. Of course, my doctor immediately put me onan
antidepressant, which not only did not work, but caused a myriad of other health issues. Through doing my own research and then tatking with a
natural practitioner, who took a much more detailed medical history than my regular doctor did, including daily products [ used in my home and on
my body, we discovered that it was my diet, specifically my consumption of aspartame, the artificial sweetener used in over 6000 products
woridwide that could be causing my depression. | stopped consuming anything that had aspartame in it and my depression went away, Fast
forward several years - [ started to develop a rash all over my face and nack. It got so bad that | became frightened and ended up in the emergency
room. | was examined by several doctors and the diagnosis was that | had an auto-immune disease called dermatomyocitis. There Is no cure and
the treatments include medications, including Corticostercids which carry with them a host of potentially dangerous side effects. Once again, | did
more research into more natural treatments and went and talked to an herbalist. She suggested that | change my essentiai cils and amazingly my
rash abated, and | was no longer walking around with a dark cloud over me thinking | had an Incurable disease that | had absolutely no control
over.
So, what i am saying to you is this - had | not had these choices, right now ! would be a “managed patient” and would not have the quality of life
that | desired as ! wouid not be healed. The allopathic doctors could only take me so far. They are great at diagnosing a problem, and they are great
at prescribing medications to manage the symptoms, but | had to look outside that system to truly heal myself. )
Freedom of choice defines our state as well as our country. This bill will support my freedom of choice to seek out and choose natural remedies and
practitioners when | need and choose to do so. Trust me, if | break my leg { wili be heading straight to the ER and completely trusting in their ability
to reset my hones,
This country is based on having freedoms, freedom of speech, freedom to practice whatever refigion we choose, and freedom to choose what we
put ih our bodies.
Please support SB 98/AB 86.
Thank you.
Name -
Anne Temple Temple
Address
6671 N. 56th St
Milwaukes, WI
53223
us
Email
goldies175@gmail.com
Date / Time
03/02/2021 7:30 Pvt ¢

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care |

Comment or Message

Comment or Message .

| have been suffering with interstitial cystitis since [ was young. It is a chronic, painful inflammation of the bladder and is
incurable. The only medication available is Elmiron at $800 per month, My naturopath found an alternative medication for
me within 6 weeks that costs $20.00 per month. 1 can now retire and not depend on my employers health insurance. | have
so grateful. We must have alternate health care.

Name

Patricia Von-Haden

Address

N3740 Sharon Rose Ct

Freedom, Wi

54913

us .

Email

pvonhaden@new.Ir.com

Date / Time

03/02/2021 8:00 PM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor B|II - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message
As a committee concerned with Fcensing, | hope you will support the "Consumer Protection for Complementary

Healthcare” bill, This bill is so important to me-and to my family because it would refieve many practitioners of the legal
worries they couid face for their valuable work.

Over the years my entire family has benefited from the health-supporting work of practitioners in homeopathy, energy
work, herbal care, and massage. These people have provided enormous help via modalities that are safe, traditional, and
benign ways to promote natural healing. They do not take the place of doctars who practice in medical clinics and

emergency rooms. Their practices are for healing, but are not within the ambit of medical practice that needs to be
licensed.

| have personally enjoyed homeopathic relief from eczema and bee stings, and a few drops of homeopathic preparation
proved a great remedy for my young child's nightmares. An herbal compress suggested by a nurse immediately opened
up a clogged milk duct when my wife was nursing our baby- just before she would have needed an antibiotic, Even energy
work and massage have been used effectively for healing in my family. None of these health fixes was in any sense
dangerous, and nothing more than a bit of common sense was needed to guide our taking advantage of the care. It would
be a shame to limit our access to traditional healthcare.

Thank you for your consideration,

Dave Waterman
Madison WI

. Name

Dave Waterman
Address '
122 E Gilman St
#107
MADISCN, Wi
53703

us-

Email
dave@argonautpress.com
Date / Time
03/02/2021

Wisconsin HBeaith Freedom Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

Comment or Message

Thank you to the Health Commiitee members for holding this important public hearing.

[ urge you to support AB86/SB98, and here is why,

My name is Dave Waterman, from Hartland, Wisconsin. | work in a small company that does not give me medical
coverage. My husband is self-employed and there have been times when we could not afford to get medical care. Have
you seen the rising costs of just getting an office visit, let alone pay for the prescriptions? it's crazy.

| have been fortunate to work with some herbalists and naturopaths, and have been able to include these therapies into
my life on a consistent basis. | consider myself a healthy, productive person because of these choices | have made.

As my friend Anne Temple said, there are times when alternative therapies will not be appropriate and thatis when | will
engage in a dialog with the medical community. But 1 would like to be able to have the choice to decide what is right for
me and my famiiy.

Our country is based on having these freedoms.

Please support AB86/SB98.

Thaik you.

Name

Michele Harroun
Address

235 North Ave.
Hartland, Wl

53029

us

Emait
michele.harroun@sbcglobal.net
Date / Time
03/02/2021 7:30 PM

Wisconsin Heaith Freedom Coalition

Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care |
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Honorable Committee members:

{ support SB 98/AB 86, a bill Protecting Consumer Access to Complementary and Alternative Health Care
Practitioners. | am a nufritionist living in Fall Creek, W1 and have a practice helping people to be healthier by
eating well. As there are many modalities when it comes to health care, it is important not to penalize those
that chose to help others to better health by means other than the traditional health care. By restricting health
care to only particular modalities is shortsighted and limits the liberties of the consumer to seek out the type of
solution that they desire to employ for their personal heaith decisions. The prohibitions in this bill will prevent
consumer abuse and over-reach or misrepresentation by complementary alternative care providers. Over all,
the bifl protects both consumers and practitioners as well as allowing the liberty to utifize complementary and
alternative health care options.

Respectfully submitfed,

Karen R. Hurd

Nutritionist, Master of Science Biochemistry
Karen R. Hurd Nutritional Practice, LLC
114 S. State Street

Fall Creek, W1 54742

715-577-4860

www karenhurd.com

Home address: 835 S. Liberty Street, Apt. 14, Fall Creek, Wi 54742
Date: Tue, Mar-2, 2021 at 4:.04 PM

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coaliticn

Wiscorsin Health Freedom Coalition
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

From: Denise Watson <Denise@vivifyih.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 2, 2021 at 7:15 PM
Subject: SB /96 and AB/ 86

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments.
The alternative health practitioners impacted by this bill are so valuable to our community's health.
They offer options that have brought much healing to many who have not been able to be helped by
conventional medicine.
Please protect this option for freatment as more and more people are looking for options beyond drugs and
surgery.
Medical freedom and body autonomy are part of our human right.
Thanks for listening.
Gratefully,
Denise Watson
927 Wallace Dr
Amery, W1 54001

Wisconsin Health Freedom Coalition -
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Testimony for AB86/SB98 Safe Harbor Bill - Alternative
Health Care

From: Heather Burkart <heather.burkart@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 2, 2021 at 4:48 PM
Subject: Testimony in favor of SB 98 / AB 86

Chair Felzkowskl and Committee members,

Thank you for the opportunity to offer my testimony concerning Senate Bill S8 (AB 86) relating to complementary and alternative health care practitioners,

My name Is Heather Burkart. | am a Certified Ayurvedic Practitioner, Registered Yoga Teacher with Yoga Alllance, Professional Member of the National Ayurvedic
Medical Association, and Vice President of the Ayurvedic Association of Wisconsin. I'm a graduate of The Kanyakumari Ayurveda & Yoga Center that was located in
Glendale, Wl until 2016. There is an established community of Avurvedic professionals here in Wisconsin as welf as a State Assoclation, one of oniy & handful in the
us,

Graduates of Ayurveda institutions nation-wide are certified through the Naticnal Ayurvedic Medical Assoctation that implements and oversees a national currlculum,
internship, board exams, and scope of practice for each leve! of training (AHC, CAP, AL}, Nowadays, a practitioner like me is required to complete at least 1500 hours
of coursework not including an 6-12 month internship that follows each year of a two-year program, complete the board exam, and keep up with annuai continuing
education requirerments.

Ayurveda has been called Traditional Indian Medicine, the lesser known medality that is closely related to Traditional Chinese Medicine. Like TCM, it has been
practiced for thousands of years and ir recent years has come to enjoy a renaissance here in the West as it's sister science Yoga gains popularity. You may have not
heard of it but most yoga practitioners have and this is because the two sclences are often intertwined. It won't be long bafere it becomes more mainstream. it
makes sense that requesting licensure in the State of Wisconsin is the next natural step as interest in Ayurveda grows. However, last year’s decision in Colorado may
have set a precedent when they deemed Ayurveda professionals to not require licensing dize to its noninvasive, non-threatening nature, So, what to do? This biltIs
our next best option. ,

As an Ayurvedic Practiticner, | do not intend to act as a madical physiclan or psychiatrist in any way, | don’i puncture the skin (when appropriate, we use acupressure
in place of acupuncture}, | don't manipulate the spine or any joints, | don't make changes to prescription medications; and of course, | don’t treat, cure, or diagnose.
This is how | and other Ayurvedic professionals are trained and it among cther prohibitions are clearly stated in the bill. | am also trained to always make referrals for
any disease symptom yet {o be evaluated by a medical dector. This way, no client “falls through the cracks” who is in need of medical attention.

| fill in the gaps where conventional medicine comes up short. | spend a great deal of time teaching my clients about making heaithy changes In their diet and lifestyle
with regulay, in-depth meetings (all virtual for now). | teach sbout managing stress with yoga, meditation, and mindfulness. | might alse make suggestions around
supplements and herbs only when appropriate (usually not the latter with preseribed medications). None of this Is ever offered as a cure; rather as a self-care support
system to help manage their symptoms and enjoy greater quality of life. And it's all opticnat - to ultimately be decided and acted upon by my client. | encourage
complete transparency

What's more, | review their medications, check for drug interactions, and, If asked, suggest natural means to help meadiate the side effects. It's not uncommon for a
new client to already be taking numerous supplements and herbs. | look Info interactions for those as weli. | also try to correct self-prescribed supplements if they're
not appropriate, excessive, or put them at risk for an interaction with their prescribed medications,

My clients see me as part of thelr health care team along with their medical dector; supporting whatever treatment their doctor has prescribed. It's not unusual for a
ciient to also be seeing a naturopath,chiropractos, acupuncturist, and/cr Reiki practitioner, This mode! of health care is growing in popularity. In fact, 1 in 3 people
{ycur censtituents) use some form of alternative or complementary method.

Let's be honest: this train has already left the station, People are using alternative and complementary health care right now and there is nothing in Wisconsin law
that offers any kind of regulation for CAHC practitioners. They've only the fear of violeting medical practice laws and Wisconsin has the broadest definiticn of the
practice of medicine. That is simply not good enough for practitioners who are caring for one-third of our population.

This bill places much-needed guard rails for this growing trend. The main goals are:

£stablish requirements and prohibitions for CAHC practitioners

Pravide exemptions (safe harbor, If you will) IF they comply with the bill

In other words, practitioners will fose this exemption if they viclate the bili

Provide oversight by DSPS

It clearly states that CAHC practitioners may not:

Puncture the skin except for blocd work

Prescribe drugs

Imply that they are a health professional licensed by the State

Change medical treatment prescribed by 2 licensed healthcare provider

Make 2 diagnosis other than a general assessment ’

Misrepresent themselves in any way in regards to their services or qualifications

Release ciient’s private information

Engage sexually In any way with & client

The list gnes on ..,

A CAHC practitioner is required under this bill to disciose upfront:

Full contact information

List of qualifications including training scurces and duration

A description of services they provide

Te claim they are not operating as a licensed health care practitioner

An assessment of the client Including services and suggested timeframe of service

Access to client records

Contact information for the overseeing depariment {DSPS) for complaints.

The fist goas on ..

The client is then given a written notice of all of the above that requires their signature as acknowledgement. Ail this happens before a client agrees to services. This is
a major step to help consumers make informed decisions about seeking CAHC.
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