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STATE SENATOR KATHY BERNIER
TWENTY-THIRD SENATE DISTRICT

From: Senator Kathy Bernier
T Committee on Health and Human Services
Re: Testimony on Senate Bill 86

Relating to: grant to a hospital for expanding psychiatric bed capacity.

Date: March 17, 2021

Thank you Chairman Testin and committee members for allowing me to testify on Senate Bill 86 today. I am
grateful for the opportunity to work with Rep. James on this important piece of legislation.

A mental health crisis is traumatic under any circumstances, but when the situation escalates to the point
where a Chapter 51 emergency detention becomes necessary, the situation is often made worse by the need to
transport individuals many hours away while restrained in the back of a squad car. The goal of this legislation
is to reduce the time and stress of transporting emergency detention patients great distances from northern
and western Wisconsin to Winnebago Mental Health Institute in Oshkosh by instead increasing the number of
beds available regionally. Unfortunately, Winnebago has had several high-profile incidents lately, including
most recently allowing an adolescent female to be released to a transport driver rather than her mother.

This bill won’t solve Wisconsin’s mental health crisis alone, but it will help those in crisis by keeping them
closer to supporting family and friends, save county and local government resources and potentially serve as a
model for similar efforts elsewhere in the state. Initial savings are estimated at $2.7 million annually and could
be much higher.

Senate Bill 86 directs a one-time $15 million grant using bonding authority from the last budget for the startup
costs of renovating existing facilities and training new staff to add 22 new mental health beds at an Eau Claire
area hospital. Ongoing expenses would be absorbed by the hospital. The new and currently existing beds
would be split between a 33 adult bed location and a dedicated 18 bed adolescent location nearby. That
approaches the number of adolescent beds currently available at Winnebago MHI. This expansion would
dramatically help with the difficulties of transporting individuals under Chapter 51 emergency detention to
Winnebago MHI for 29 counties in northern and western Wisconsin. Traveling the 300 plus miles from
northwest Wisconsin to Oshkosh can take over five hours each way.

Over the last three years these 29 counties have consistently accounted for 22 percent of the individual
admissions received at Winnebago MHI. By serving the vast majority of individuals from theses counties

closer to home and reducing this number, the current strain on Winnebago could be reduced as well.

I ask you to please consider the passage of Senate Bill 86. Thank you again for allowing me to testify today.
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Thank you Chairman Testin and committee members for hearing Senate Bill 86 today. Senate Bill 86 will
grant 15 million to Sacred Heart and St. Joseph’s Hospital to expand their psychiatric bed capacity.

Emergency detention is a current law procedure for temporary involuntary commitment of individuals
who are believed to be mentally ill, drug dependent, or developmentally disabled and who demonstrate
a substantial probability of causing harm to themselves or others or an inability to satisfy certain basic
needs due to a mental illness.

As someone with over 20 years of experience in law enforcement, | know firsthand how traumatic
emergency detention is for everyone involved. When someone is going through a mental health crisis,
and are deemed a danger, they can be taken into custody by a law enforcement officer, and transported
to a hospital for treatment. The process of transporting individuals from the area they live to a hospital
that has capacity to treat them for their needs is a lengthy process. It harms an individual more than it
helps them. Right now in western Wisconsin, most law enforcement officers have to transport
individuals to Winnebago Mental Health Institute because there is a lack of access to services in our part
of the state.

Sacred Heart Hospital and St. Joseph'’s are existing facilities that are willing to upgrade their facilities to
be able to treat more individuals with mental health needs. Expanding psychiatric bed capacity in
western Wisconsin will help those who are going through a crisis by keeping them closer to home where
their support system is. It will also help them get the care they need at a much quicker rate, rather than
forcing individuals to ride in the back of a squad car, handcuffed, for multiple hours when they are going
through a mental health crisis.

Increasing psychiatric bed capacity in western Wisconsin will save local dollars for counties and local
governments. In 2018, 29 counties in northern and western Wisconsin accounted for 774, or roughly 20
percent of the individual admissions received at Winnebago Mental Health Institute. By being able to
serve these individuals closer to home it will not only help their well-being, but also take a strain off on
Winnebago Mental Health Institute.

This is a common sense solution that will help those who have mental health needs get care closer to
home and in a much quicker fashion. | want to thank Senator Bernier for her many years of working on
this issue and bringing me on board.

PO Box 8952 » Madison, WI 53708-8952
Phone (608) 266-9172 = Toll Free (888) 534-0068 * Rep.James@legis.wisconsin.gov



Sheriff Departmont Phone: 715-273-3051
Adwminisiration Fax: 7]15-273-3409
Investigarion Feax: 715-273-3409

Jail/ Administration: 715.273-1137

Sheriff Nancy Hove _
Chief Deputy Steve Albarado

355 West Overlook Drive » Ellsworth. W1

To: Chairman Testin and other commitiee members
From: Pierce County Sheriff, Nancy Hove
Reference: Senate Bill 86

Date: March 16, 2021

As Pierce Counties Sheriff, 1 am pleased to see interest in possible action being taken 1o address the mental health
needs of citizens from our region. At the present time, our citizens who arc in mental bealth erisis are transported
in the back of a squad car or ambulance for over a four hour drive, one-way, to the Winnebapo Mental Health
Facility. As the Sheriff, | have concerns over the individual in need of specialized mental health eare. In

my humble opinion, a mental health erisis is no different than a medical crisis. Can you imagine if you were
having a beart attack and the closest hospital is over four hours away? For the safety and security of my officers,
individuals being transporied, who are already in crisis, are restrajned. Imagine someone in a mental health crisis,
being restrained and transported for aver four hours. The actions we are forced to take are not reasonable to the
ones in a mental health crisis. - '

As Pierced Counties ShetifT I am in full support of Senate Bill 86

Repards,
ferif cy Ho



402 Technology Drive E
Menomonie, Wi 54751

March 186, 2021

Senste Commitiee on Health Members:

Thank you for hearing Senate Bill 86, | am writing in support of this propesed bill to ensure larger
capacity for inpatient psychiatric hospital beds to serve residents of North, Northwestern, and Western
Wisconsin.

Northwest Connections (NWC) is the largest emergency mental health crisis services provider in the
state of Wisconsin in which we serve 27 counties. OF those, the following counties named in the bill are
directly served by NWC, and certainly are negatively impacted by the lack of avallable psychiatric
inpatient hospitat bads: Barron, Buffalo, Chippews, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jacksen, Menroe, Pepin,
pizrce, Polk, St. Crotx, and Trempealeau,

While inpatient psychiatric care is not the only answer to serving these with mental health crisis needs,
it certainly is @ viable, periinent resource to save lives. The suicide rate per capita in Wisconsin is
already higher than the national average and statistically suicides occur more frequently in rural areas,
NWC serves rural communities with already existing disparities in mental health care. Inpatient
psychiatry is a vital part of the cantinuum of care for emergency mental health services that off
Wisconsin residents should have eguitable opportunity to easily access, not just those located near
urban centerﬁ; such as Madison or Milwaukee.

I our region, we have 3 geographic incentive to avoid utilization of Winnebago Mental Health Institute
(WMHI) which is already over-utilized, and at times, at risk of underserving its numerous residents, This
has only grown over the past year in the face of pandemic. Private hospitals have dona their best to
keep public safety in the forefront while looking to meet the psychiatric needs of those in crisis. We
have nationally is an increase in suicides due to {argar gaps in services and an undue attention to
prevention and intervention efforts for mental health. If vee were able to develop larger psychiatsic bed
capacity it our region of Wisconsin, this Is s tangible step to addressing those systemic issues.



In creating a northwestern facility for inpatient psychiatry, our consumers, your constituents, would
experience the tremendous, positive gutcames. First, services would more localized offering notonly
familiarity and direct connection t6 mental health providers, but person-centered planning and
enhanced family involvement. We know that having a support system is the primary protective factorin -
crisis intervention and prevention of suicides. Second, law enforcement would be able to protect and
serve their communities with less time spent in fransportation and medical clearance waiting times
which pulls law enforcement from the street creating not only more opportunities for violent erime, but
unnecessary costs to limited policing budgets. Our law enforcement partnars nesds more tools and

" access, not less. Thirdly, this bill would reduce the negative impact on already strained county budgets
allowing for greater allocation Into community-based programuming and erisis diversion efforts. Being
able to develop a system of proacﬁve'care versus reactionary response Is paramount. Fourthly, this
initiative Is beneficial for ALL commuttities in Wisconsin because it would create more bed availability in
the Southern and Eastern parts of the state allowing for greater access to inpatient psychiatric care for
ALL residents. Lastly, the advantages are maostly impactful for the individual in crisis who would be
treated more effectively, efficiently, and with greater compasston allowing for more streamlined access
to stabifization and treatment; ultimately reducing financial obligations for themselves and other
community partners; while having deeper involvement from their natural supports and person-centered
interventions.

Most importantly, having greater capacity to serve these primarily maore rural commuhities, who already
have a significant disparity in mental health services, would ereate oppertunities to engage and
intervene earlier on, developing betier connection to mental health resources to save lives, time, and
money, 1recently heard a colleague from Michigan in their progressive reform retort, “We need to fook
for opportunities to say ‘YES' versus citing our reasons to say ‘no.”

We are all in this together, so please ask yourselves, "Are you just working to stop people from dying?
Or are you truly helping people to LIVE?”

Respectfully,

Ashley Willlams, MSW, LCSW
Emergency Services Director
Northwest Connactions
Ashley Wi @nwoego.com

715.939.0436



Cheyenne Ver Voort
420 Park Avenue
Little Chute, W1 54140

Chairman Testin and other Committee Members;

| am writing today as a resident of the state of Wisconsin to implore you to support Senate Bill 86.
Though | live on the easternmost part of our state, | currently work as a mental health telephone crisis
worker for Northwest Connections, a mental health crisis service that contracts with 27 Wisconsin
counties, primarily located in the southern, western, and norther regions of the state of Wisconsin. As
an emergency mental health worker who coordinates care with a number of community partners in the
Chippewa Valley area, | can attest to the importance of expanding the mental health beds available in
the western part of our state.

As it stands, when a mental health bed cannot be located for an individual in crisis who needs
hospitalization, we make referrals to Winnebago Mental Health institute, one of the only state mental
health facilities available in our state. Often, these referrals come from the westernmost region of our
state and place a heavy strain on Winnebago Mental Health Institute and local Law Enforcement.
Whenever someone is referred to Winnebago Mental Health Institute, they are transported from their
local hospital by local Law Enforcement, meaning we place undue strain on our local Law Enforcement
agencies to transport individuals requiring hospitalization across the state for an available bed. This
often means Law Enforcement is short-staffed and greatly extends the amount of time Law Enforcement
" must dedicate to mental health crises, even when the crisis is over.

Expanding the mental health beds available in our state by supporting Senate Bill 86 will make necessary
treatment for mental health crises more accessible and sustainable for our consumers and our
community providers. By increasing bed availability, it is easier for crisis staff such as myself to make
referrals, ensure a consumer in need is placed at an inpatient hospital when appropriate, and allows us
to continue taking more crisis calls from consumers and community partners rather than be tied up
making referrals to hospitals who do not have beds available.

This would also lessen the strain placed on Emergency Departments as they are currently responsible for
the medical clearance necessary for placement to an inpatient hospital, and are often the first point of
contact for crisis workers and Law Enforcement when there is an immediate safety risk requiring
hospitalization. The longer a patient waits for a mental health bed to be found, the longer they are in
the Emergency Department and using already limited resources regarding staffing and space in
Emergency Departments across our state.

As you can see, increasing the availability of mental health beds in our state does not just directly
benefit consumers who need those beds in times of mental heaith emergencies, but also reduces the
strain placed on community partners working together during all aspects of a mental health crisis. We
want to decrease deaths by suicide in the state of Wisconsin, and we want to decrease the strain felt by
all of our community partners (crisis workers, providers, hospitals, Law Enforcement, etc.} in times of
crisis. Please help our communities, help the people in our state who would benefit from these mental
health beds, and help the members of our community diligently working to decrease deaths by suicide
and the human toll of mental health crises by supporting Senate Bill 86.



Thank you,

Cheyenne Ver Voort, M.Ed.
Mental Health Telephone Crisis Worker
Northwest Connections



\ Sacred Heart
- St. Joseph’s

Senator Kathleen Rernier
Room 319 South, State Capitol
PEY Box 7842

Madison, W1 33707

Swn Bernicraclepis wisconsingov

Dear Senator Bernier,

Thank you for your continued support in improving behavioral health services in the state
of Wisconsin, particalarly those underserved communitios in the western region of the
state, 18IS Sacred Heart and St Joseph's Hospitals are n leading provider in acule
behavioral health services, providing much needed behavioral healih eare to some of the
most vulnerable restdents of Wiscansin,

Despite the COVID-19 pandemie, our commitment to serving the pupuht{mn of people
with behaviorad health needs has rot waivered, With the state’s support of a $15 million
grant, it is our intention is to expand our adult and adolescent inpatient psychiatric units
by a total of 22 beds (result: 51 bods, of which 33 will be Tor adults, and 18 for
adolescents). These beds could be used fi or both Chapter 5T cinergency detentions and
voluntary inpatient psychiatrie ndmissions,

‘atients initially preseniing as an emergency detention comprise about 52% of our tolul
mental health admissions, Of thoss, about half are successfully de-esealated resulting in &
voluntary admission instead of an emergeney defention, offer my it better outcome lor
hoth the patient and the staie.

We are all awaro of the toll the pundemic hus taken on our communities this past vear.
For that reason, we cannot emphasize enough the importance of expanding these
psychistrie units, HSUS remains & committed partner in improving healtheare in the state
of Wisconsin and would enjoy this eollaboration w help address the needs of our
conmunitics,

President & CLEO

HISHES St Joseph's Hospital
2661 County Highway |
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
Ufhice (713 717-7200

26ml County Hivy |
Chippeea Talis, Wl 54723
stjneschipfails.cog



Office of the Chief of Police

- RIVER FALLS , 2815 Prairie Drive
POLICE DEPARTMENT . River Falls, W1 54022

715.425,0909

March 16, 2021

RE: S_B~86/AB—92
Chairman Testin and other committee members:

Thank you for hearing AB-92/SB-86 testimony tomorrow. I'm writing in.support of the proposals to
reduce the time and stress of transporting emergency detention patients great distances from northern
and western Wisconsin to Winnebago Mental Health Institute by instead increasing the number of beds
available regionally.

Your committee has my full support of this initiative| Eau Claire is a desirable location for both western
Wisconsin patients, as well as those in northern Wisconsin. Effectively helping those in crisis is a top
priority for the River Falls Police Department.

Our current transportation procedures are unacceptable, but we are left with no other choice.
Currently, in River Falls, patients going to Winnebago Hospital in need of critical mental health care are
transported 250 miles, in handcuffs, on a hard-plastic rear seat of the patrol car. This will mean the
patient is in this position for over 4 hours. This is why | believe this proposal will be a win for the patient,
our community, and the State of Wisconsin.

This is ineffective in stabilizing the patients stress level and mental well-being and also takes the patient
away from their family support system. It has been our experience that most patient’s support network
{relatives/friends/co-workers) are unable to be a part of their healing process due to the extreme
distance from the treatment center. This is especially true for our community because patients we help
often attend the University of Wisconsin — River Falls and 50% of the students come from Minnesota.

| am a relatively new police chief to Wisconsin and | quickly realized when | took over leadership in River
Falls that our emergency detention process is broken in Wisconsin, This needs to change for the
betterment of those we serve. We can do much better!

Thank you for all you do for our great State of Wisconsin. Please let me know if | could help in any way
to see this gets the funding that is long overdue.

Respectfully,

e L%Z,w-——

Gordon Young
Chief of Police
River Falls Police Department



) Sacred Heart
St. Joseph'’s

March 16, 2021

Senator Kathleen Bernier

Room 319 South

State Capitol

PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707

Sen. Bernier@legis. wisconsin.gov

Dear Senator Bernier,

Thank you for your constant support of the need for additional behavioral heaith beds in western
Wisconsin and our interest in working with the state to reduce this need. As you know from our
conversations HSHS shares your passion in resolving this shortage as it directly aligns with our
organizational mission, vision, and values.

Specificaily, we know there is a need to expand bed capacity to reduce patient holds in the emergency
room, keep patients close to home and reduce the heavy state resource burden associated with the high .
number of Chapter 51 admissions originating from counties in western Wisconsin admitted to Winnebago
Mental Health Institute. Recently we shared the very telling number of 8.5 behavioral health patients seen
per day in our emergency room, they consist of patients seeking a voluntary admission and those that are
an involuntary. Over the last few months there has been more conversation across the state about meeting
the needs of patients requiring Chapter 51 detention for their own safety and the safety of others. HSHS
is committed to serving this specific population in our adult and adolescent behavioral health units.

With all we have experienced this past year, we cannot emphasize enough the importance of expanding
these psychiatric units. HSHS remains a committed partner in improving healthcare in the state of
Wisconsin and would enjoy this collaboration to help address the needs of our communities.

Respectfully,
@frw(/m & S clorsr 2

Sandra L. Anderson

Interim President and CEO.
HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital
900 West Clairemont Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701



Q Sacred Heart
k// St. Joseph’s

March 15, 2021

Senator Kathy Bornior
23rd Senate Disirie

PO Plow 7882

Madizon, W 33707-7882

Diear Senator Beewier,

Thank you for your continued fnterest i fmproving mwstal health seryvices in the stte of
Wisconsin, particularty those underserved conumunitics in the western and nonthern regions of the
state, HISHS Suered Heart nnd St Joseph™s Hogpitals are o leading provider in seme hehavioral
henlth serviees, providing much necded mental health eore to residents of western Wisconsin and
across the state,

Fven as we faced a pandemic, our conmitment Yo serving the population of peoaple with
hehaviaral health needs has not wan cred. With the staie’s support of & $13 milliow grant, it is onr
tndention 1s o expand our adilt and adolescent ingatienl psycliatric nits by a totalof 22 beds
(resalt: 31 heds, of which 33 will be for adults, and 18 for adolescents). HSHS would operate
these beds to support alf son-violent adultCand sdoleseent neate beliuvivral health needs, This
mieans that these beds eotrld be wsod for bath Chapter 51 emergency detentions and voluntary
mpatient psychiatric adimissions. 10is o behel tat expunsion of this nature would ;,-:mtl\d\;
mpact the namber of emergeney detentions in the area through pnv*num as well 15 increased

capacity.

Patients initially presenting as nn emzrpency detention comprise about 52% of var “otal mental
health adoissions, OF those, shout half are successiully de-escalated resuliing o a volustary
admission instend of an ernergency detention, offersiy o better ourcame for ht\lll the paticnt und
the sinfe.

JISHS fntends to continue admitting individuals with health care coverage under the Medical
Assistance program or pl’h‘m insurance, incleding those who are underinsured, and anhsured, ax
this 5 e current prictice and ,liz'ym flrrc(iy with our imwptf&!s mission :md values.

With all our eoundry has experienced this past vear, we cannof emphasize coough the importance
of expanding these psychiatric units, HSHS remains a committed partaer jn improving healtheare
i the stute of Wisconsin amt would enjay this collaburation to help address the newds of cur
connuies.

Very respeetfully,
o

/i;f:u-:-—— (/M7/f“f—w—

Ardres Bagndll
President & CEOQ, HSHS Wisconsia

QG W, Uaremant Avenue
Esu €laire, Wi 54700
sacredhemieauclaire o

20G1 Comnty Hey 3
Lhippawa fails, Wiharzg
stjopschiplalisong
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Good Afternoon,

_ As the Human Services Director for Pepin County | feel it is important to acknowledge the work and

support that has gone into the development and consideration of support for passage of SB-86 and its
companion bill AB-92. Mental Health crisis situations impact each county, no matter the size. One
concern that is specific to Western and Northern Wisconsin is the location of emergency detention
facilities. As you may be aware, counties located in Western/Northern Wisconsin are limited in jocal
hospital psychiatric hospital beds. This means, when the option for community support is not at a level
to ensure safety of the person or community, local Law Enforcement Officers must leave their
communities and travel across the state to Winnebago or Mendota Institutions. For Pepin County, this
means that we no longer have an Officer available for other emergency needs as Pepin typically has one
Officer on duty per shift. In addition, there is an extensive wait time for Law Enforcement Officers to
complete the Medical Clearance mandate prior to beginning the trip across Wisconsin. The costs
assoc;ated with this process is high for counties such as Pepin.

in addition to fiscal impacts we must consider the impact that the length of this process takes on the
person that is not in a healthy state of mind. | would like to share a personal story with you. My mother
in law, who suffers from bipolar disease, has been through the emergency detention process many
times throughout her life. Each time that it occurs she becomes physically and emotionally vulnerable
as she believes she is going to jail. The ride to the emergency detention facility is one where she
continues to believe that she is “bad” and that she is being arrested for being bad, not understanding
that the Law Enforcement escort is for her safety. If you can put yourself in her place or my husband’s
place in watching this occur with his mother. What would it be like to ride in the back of a Law
Enforcement vehicle for four hours believing you are heading to jail because you are bad when truly it is
due to a condition that impacts your brain, which is not your fault, but rather a condition that was
inherited from her mother? When she is in this state of mind, she cannot comprehend that it is the
disease, she only sees that she is at fault. Now, think about the other people in your life and community
that may be impacted in the same way by a trip across the state, only to arrive at a facility that is over
capacity, and that family members live too far away to visit or not have available transportation or
funding to make the trip. We cannot undervalue the impact of natural support in the recovery process.

We have a real opportunity to make a difference in the lives of not only the persons that need the
emergency detention but also for their loved ones, and community, We have an opportunity to use our
Local Law Enforcement for community safety by shortening the length of their trip to emergency
detention to under an hour for Pepin County and other counties in the region. We have an opportunity
to reduce the costs to both local levy and state funds by providing the service within a reasonable
distance.

| appreciate the opportunity to address this important issue with you and to send my appreciation for
your anticipated support of SB-86 and AG-92.

Sincerely,
Paula R. Winter

Paula R. Winter
Director

11



Pepin County Human Services
740 7% Ave West

P.O. Box 39

Durand, W1 54736
pwinier@co.pepin.wi.us
715-672-8341 ext 158

Fax: 715-672-8593

i2



| support passing of the latest version of the bill is SB-86 and its Assembly companion is AB-92 .

The passing of these bills is important to mental health patients and the care they
receive. '

Tracy Roper-Beachem
Administrative Secretary
Cornell Police Department
p: (715) 239-3707

F: (715) 239-3706

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission and any accompanying documents contain
information belonging to the sender which may be confidential and legally privileged. This information is
only for the use of the individual or entity to whom this electronic mail transmission was intended. If
you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on
the contents of the information contained in this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this transmission in error, please immediately contact the sender and delete the message. Thank you.
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To Whom It May Concern:

I want to express my sincere gratitude for considering the passage of SB-86 and its companion bill AB-
92. The lack of emergency mental health services within the Western Region has caused an extreme
financial burden to County Departments and undue, and extended, trauma to our Wisconsin
Families. When a child has a mental health crisis, Winnebago Mental Health Clinic is often the only
option for treatment. A child handcuffed and transported 150 miles away from family and locat
supports only multiplies the trauma endured by the child, and, diminishes the natural family support
children need in a time of crisis. The burden on these families to find daycare for other children,
lodging, and gas to travel such a distance, reduces the ability of family to advocate or engage in their
child’s treatment. Without offering a closer treatment option for children, where families and local
services can support, our children in crisis are going without vital supports and we are eluding the
healing process needed for stabilizing our children and the family homes within our communities.

Please consider the aniazing impact on children and families who would benefit from a close regional
treatment option. [ implore you to do what is in the best interest of your Wisconsin families with the
passage of SB-86 and AB-92.

Sincerely,

Pamella Kernan, Director
Department of Social Services
Clark County Court House
517 Court St., RM 502
Neillsville, WI 54456

Pamella.kernan@co.clark.wi.us _
Please note | am intermittently working remotelty and available 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. by email,
skype, Webex or phone at Phone:715-743-5233 or 715-743-4094
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Hello,

The Take a Stand Against Meth campaign in Chlppewa County is oﬁ"maliy requesting and has requested
more access to mental health, as well as fully supporting the current mental health initiatives to provide
more mental health resources.

We are supporting this cause as it both dlrectly and indirectly affects the same campalgn goals we are
currently fighting forl

For example, if an addict is ready to start recovery but does not have access to mental health resources,
how then does recovery begin? One might suggest attending Narcotics Anonymous meetings, or by just
saying no.

Sounds good, right? Wrong. One of the most important - if not the most important - tocls in a meth

- user’s recovery is cognitive behavioral therapy. Without access to this therapy, users have very little
chance at retraining the thoughts that hold them captive to meth and ultimately kicking their addiction
to this awful drug.

With that said, the adult son of a campaign volunteer is now a successful recovering addict. Thank
goodness! But when he was in active addiction, and seeking recovery, access to mental health treatment
did not exist. His solution to that problem was to threaten suicide and other violent self harm in order to
be involuntarily committed at the local hospital. By being involuntarily committed, he then received the
mental health treatment he so desperately needed.

{ have a close family member whose personail life quickly and violently tanked when she became a
domestic violence victim. This family member is also a successful recovering heroin addict, with 5 years
sobriety. With the added stress, anxiety, and danger she quickly declined and she knew she needed
help. She made an appointment with the first available physician {three weeks ago} but was told there
was a three month wait for the first available mental health treatment appointment. Three months!! ,
She was thoroughly frustrated and after a week or more of waiting, told me that the stress and anxiety
were so bad she was considering using again just to take the edge off. Thankfully, her doctor was ableto -
get her in again and prescribe medication to help her deal with what life was giving her. She is still
waiting for the first available mental health appointment. The worst part is that the danger still exists for
her, and therefore so does the risk of using again. -

After all, what addict is going to voluntarily wait three months to start recovery? What recovering addict
should throw away five years of successful and clean living because help is not available?

The answer to both is NONE.

- No addict is going to wait,'and we are going to lose that chance! We are going to lose that son,
daughter, mother, or father!

- - No recovering addict should ever have to throw away the positive and successful changes because they
don’t have the right tools and resources to continue fighting for their sobriety!

It seems like a simple answer - just provide more access to mental health treatment. But as you know,
this is a huge issue in our area today. The lack of access and resources affects so many of us in so many
ways.
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The campaign is fully aware of the current push for more mental health access and resources and we
want you to know we 100% support these initiatives. Please let us know if and how we can heip get
these initiatives pushed further and ultimately approved.

The very people we are fighting for need this chance to survive their addiction. The kids who aren’t able
to return home need this chance for their parents addiction. The son of the volunteer, and his family,
needs this chance to continue his fight against meth addiction. My family member needs this chance to
continue her sobriety and her life.

" We all need this.

Thank you,

Sarah Peck

Take a Stand Against Meth — Chippewa County
Communication Team Chair

P.S. We have one more bit to add to this email/request. Recently we posted on the Take a Stand Against
Meth Facebook page, and the post generated way more views and clicks than any of our other posts to
date. This post contained recovery meetings links and mental health contact information.

That’s it. Nothing pretty, nothing terrifying. Just info. And it’s been viewed 15,500 times and shared 66

times. It is now pinned to the top of our page. | should note that the taskforce page only has 1900
followers and yet, a post containing mental heaith information very quickly surpassed that.
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Good Afternoon,
My name is Allison Fern and | am the Health and Human Services Director with Burnett County, We are
located at 7410 County Road K in Siren, WI.

| am writing today regarding SB-86 and AB-92 as it is our understanding the legislation has been

reintroduced by Senator Bernier and Representative James. | am writing to you today in support of SB-
86 and the companion AB-92 bill to expand mental health bed space in Western Wisconsin. We echo
what you have heard from others within the Western Region. Given our county seat is a 4+ hour drive
to Winnebago, the strain on our local residents and resources is incredible. Our Behavioral Health unit
staff and management coupled with our crisis line resources do an excellent job in diverting and utilizing
community based resources when safely possible. However, when a mental health bed is needed, we
are too often having to put both children and adults experiencing an acute mental health crisis in the
back of a squad car to be transported for more than 4 hours away from their community and family.

We know children and adults are best served within their communities. Please vote in support of this
legisiation.

Thank you for your time,
Allison

Allison Fern, CSW

Director, Burnett County Department of Health and Human Services
P:(715)349-7600, ext. 2211 ‘

F: (715)345-2145 '

afern@burnettcounty.org

**¥*please note my extension has changed®**

This message, including any attachments, may contain information that is confidential, privileged, exempt
from disclosure and/or protected under State and Federal legislation. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure, copying, distribution, retention or other use is strictly prohibited and may be a violation of law.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email, and
delete this communication including any attachments from all data storage devices and destroy all hard

‘copies. : :

i7



This email is in support of SB-86 and its companion bill AB-92 expanding mental health bed space in
Western Wisconsin. As a rural county, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Dept., the Jackson County
Department of Health and Human Services as well as our local Hospital all struggle with finding
resources for our client’s in crisis due to the severely limited number of inpatient beds in the Western
Region. We are grateful that you are moving forward in sponsoring support for an emergency detention
facility in the Western Region. Without local resources, as you know, transport for our clients creates
iong distance travel which can be up to 3 to 5 hours away. This is not only difficult for the client who is
in police custody during this process but for the families who are involved with their loved ones as the
distance between the client and the family becomes a barrier for support. 1t is also difficult for staff to
assist with discharge planning and lining up further resources. This traumatizing process makes it more
difficult for individuals who are experiencing struggles with mental health and for their families who are
watching from the “sidelines”. Due to the trauma involved with travel while in police custody,
individuals and families are deterred from seeking resources and assistance after this experience.
Again, we support and applaud your efforts to create more inpatient beds within the Western Region
and hope to see this come to fruition.

Thanks so much for your time and attention.

Christine Hovell _R.N. B.S.MN.

Director

Jackson County DHHS

421 County Road R

Black River Falls, Wi 54615
Phone: 715-284-4301 ext 315

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest
compfiiment, or the smallest act of caring, afl of which have the potential to turn a life around. Leo

Buscaglia .

This e-mail and attachments are intended for the addressed recipient only.

If you are not the correct recipient please notify the sender of the delivery error and delete this
message. Improper disclosure, copying, distribution, retransmission, or use of information from this e-
mail is Prohibited, and may result in liability and damages for misuse of this information.
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Good Afternoon,

My name is Jeremy Jacobs and { am the Human Services Director for Rusk County. | offer the following
narrative in support of SB-86 and AB-92.

Rusk County Health & Human Services and local partners support the reintroduction of this impactful
legislation, as noted in $B-86 and its companion hill AB-92, as it pertains to increasing the mental health
bed space in Western Wisconsin. We can all attest to the traumatic impact that hospitalization can have
on one’s life. The ability to swiftly and efficiently get a consumer to a safe environment can make all the
difference in a life while showing compassion and concern for all involved. With additional regional
options present, there is a greater likelihood of long-lasting connectivity promoting support and buildmg
trust that often is a forgotten component.

Too often we are seeing our law enforcement officers embarking on a 10-hour long round trip that
stresses the local departments, budgets and moral. Together, incrementally, we can change the
trajectory of how mental health is delivered in our communities. This starts with resources that are
available.

Thank you for the efforts!i!

Jeremy
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Good Afternoon,

My name is Tonya Eichelt and | am the director of the Poltk County Community Services Division at 100
Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, Wi 54810.

| am emailing to continue support of SB-86 and its companion bill AB-92 expanding mental health bed

space in Western Wisconsin. Having previously testified in favor of similar legislation, Polk County
continues to support an increased capacity for emergency detention holds in Western Wisconsin. As my
previous testimony will reflect, the trauma inflicted upon someone who is currently in a mental health
crisis is only exacérbated when being hauled across the state in handcuffs in a squad car. | cannot
imagine being put into this situation for my own care or any of my loved cnes. In addition to the
traumatic experience at the beginning of the mental health crisis, my care team also needs to deal with
discharge planning with me from across the state, which is not ideal or efficient.

Here in Polk County we recently dealt with a situation in which we had a COVID positive teen in need of
transport to Winnebago for very significant behavioral issues. It was New Year's Eve 2020, during COVID
and a blizzard. A local ambulance company attempted to transport but could not complete because the
rig crashed in the blizzard conditions. Thankfully, everybody was ok but the COVID positive teen still
needed transport across the state. The local law enforcement agency ended up sending a deputy to do
the transport which then required a 14 day quarantine because of the exposure to COVID. It took nearly
1 entire day, multiple professionals, an ambulance crash and a deputy being placed on quarantine to
develop this less than desirable plan to get the teen appropriate care.

| believe Dunn County shared information on the number of emergency detentions at Winnebago. To
summarize, in 2013, 5% of all emergency detentions were placed at Winnebago. In 2020, that number
rose to 27%, or 400 people from Western Wisconsin. Our crisis programs are effective in diverting about
70% of persons who touch the system away from emergency detention but we have to have an
accessible and safe place for hospitalization that does not involve travel across the state.

Please vote in suppaort of this legislation.

Thank You,
Tonya

Tonya Eichelt, CSW, MPA

Division Director

Polk County Community Services Division

interim Health Officer

Dept of Children and Families- Public Health- Behavioral Health
100 Polk County Plaza, #50

Balsam Lake, W1 54810

Phone: 715-485-8493

Fax: 715-485-8490

Email: tonya.eichelt@co.polk.wi.us

POLK COUNTY
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISION

20



Thank you Senator Bernier and Assembly Representative James for your efforts to address mental
health crisis services in the Western Region of Wisconsin. St. Croix County supports SB-86 and its
companion bill AB-92 to expand bed capacity for persons with emergent mental health needs. While
we understand that long-term solutions to mental health and addiction crisis can and should be
addressed through preventive health care measures and parity, we recognize the critical need for
addressing our current fack of bed capacity in this region. Persons who require emergency mental
health services must be treated with the dignity and care that is afforded to other types of serious
health concerns with local options for accessing that care in a timely manner. Events of the past year
have only exacerbated the acuity and complexity mental health conditions encountered by our crisis
response service areas and we must be prepared for what may be an inevitable increase in our
communities’ needs. For these reasons, please vote in favor of this important legislation.

Bob Rohret

Bob Rohret | Administration - HHS Direcior
Heaith and Human Services

1752 Dorset Ln New Richmond Wi 54017

T T15-246-8222

Boh.Rohret@scewi.gov

Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in the e-mail communication and any attached documentation
may be privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure and is intended only for use of the
designated recipient(s). It is not intended for fransmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized person. The use,
distribution, fransmittal or re-fransmiital of an unintended recipient of this communication is strictly prohibited
without our expressed approval in writing or by e-mail.
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Thank you Senator Bernier and Assembly Representative James for listening and taking this action to
better serve those suffering from a mental health crisis in Western and Northern Wisconsin. We are the
professionals trying to serve this critical population at their most dire time but we can only do so much
with the limited resources locally. Washburn County is four plus hours away from Winnebago Mental
Health Institute, the likely only option when the few local psychiatric hospital beds are full. Adding the
additional stressor of being transported in the back of a police vehicle, handcuffed, for such a long
period of time does not give the person confidence that the system is there to help. Obviously this also
takes a toll on law enforcement personnel and budgets, as you are already aware of their valid
grievances. DHS recognizes there is a shortage of psychiatric hospital beds in the region, the problem is
real, and with your efforts we hope our vulnerable population will find some relief in the near

future. Washburn County as a whole fully supports the passage of these bills to bring regional
psychiatric hospital bed capacity to a level that better meets our people’s needs.

Jim LeDuc

Director, Washburn County Health & Human Services Department
PO'Box 250
Shell Lake, WI 54871

715-468-4767

- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail and attached document(s) may contain
confidential information that is intended only for the addressee(s). Such information is covered by the
attorney/client privilege. 1t is neither disclosable under the Wisconsin open records law nor discoverable under
the Wisconsin or federal rules of civil procedure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby advised that
any disclosure, capying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the information is prohibited. i you
have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete it from your system
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.Good Afternoon:

My name is Kris Korpela and | am the director of the Dunn County Depértment of Human Services at
3001 US Hwy 12 East, Menomonie W] 54751,

This email is in support of SB-86 and its companion bill AB-92 expanding mental health bed space in
Western Wisconsin. Having previously testified in favor of similar legislation in the past, | remain in
staunch support of anything that we can do to increase capacity for emergency detention holdsin
Western Wisconsin. It is beyond comprehension to put myself in the seat of someone who is
experiencing a mental health crisis and must sit through hours of medical clearance and then
transportation to a distant part of the state, in a squad car, in handcuffs. Or to be the mom, sister, wife,
daughter, etc of someone in that situation.

Attached is data coliected from the 17 counties of the Western Region illustrating that while the number
of emergency detentions initiated by crisis staff has remained stable or even declined in the past five
vears, the number of persons who must be held at Winnebago has dramatically increased. in 2013, 5%
of all emergency detentions were placed at Winnebago. In 2020, that number rose to 27%, or 400
people from Western Wisconsin. Our crisis programs are effective in diverting about 70% of persons
who touch the system away from emergency detention but we have to have an accessible and safe
place for hospitalization that does not involve travel across the state.

Please vote in support of this legislation.

Kristin Korpela

Director

Dunn County Department of Human Services
Menomonie, WI 54751

715-231-2750

-------------------- Email Confidentiality Disclaimer ~snresrmrs-—m-r-

The information in this e-mail is meant only for the personal and confidential use of the recipient above. This communication may contain
information which is privileged, confidentia and exempt from disclosure under appiicable law. H the person receiving this message is not the
intended recipient or you have received this message in error, any review, publication, copying or other distribution of this information is
strictly prohibited. If you received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone, return the original message
to me by mail, desiroy any copies you may have made and delete the communication from any computer and/or storage media. Thank you
for your cooperation,
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Games A, Hirsch
Chief Deputy

Scott A. Haines
Sheriff

i

517 Coure Stivet-Rpom 308, Netlfvoille, Wi S4456
Phone -F0743-2420 pr F{5-743-5278
Confidenbis] Tip Line: $88-847-2576 [UP-CLICY
Fag FE3-741-4350

March 26,'2021
Reference:; Scnate Bill 86

To whom it may concern,

Weneed to make this project happen. We need sdditional mental health beds so we can better treat
patients. Their availability would greatly benefit citizens by making mental health freatment more
accessible.

A closer facility for our county would allow us to better accomunodate patients from our area and
will allow speedier transports to and from the fucilities. Tt will also reduce the time spent by tying
up officers ~ which could take from 4 to 8 hours on an emergency detention incident. Another
benefit will be that the patient’s families/friend will be closer o our aren for support purposes.

Thank you for helping our citizens and officers by moving forward and {aking steps it niaking the
Menlal Health Beds Bill areality.

enff Scott Haines
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CORNELL POLICE DEPT.
PO, Box 796 » 221 Main Street Phone: 715-239-3707
Cornell, W1 54732-1706 Fax: 716-239-3708

53.'.:,3.5,./_&.5 92

Chairran Testin and Other Committee Members,

Members of our Police Department would like show support for these bifls, in small towns ke Cornefl
throughout MW Wisconsin having atcess to {ocal mental health treatment beds increase pubilic safety,
and Jower constraints on agencies with minimal sta(fing. Whan our Degartment must transport 3 mental
health patlent to Winnehagoe Mental Healtl, it is 380 miles, and 6 to 7 haurs of transporration.

By passing these bills, our transportation fowers to around 70 miles and 2 hours. This is a significant step
in the right direction for someone in a mental health crisis. Imagine you or a loved ane having 3 mental
health crisis, being placed in handeulfs and fransported in the back of a pofice car, for nearly 4 hours.
Then when you of your loved one are released, arrangements must be made for transportation home,
Often mental health patients fee! ike a burden to their loved ones, this often exacerbates the sltuation,

Passing these bills is important ‘o mental health patients and the care they receive. Passing these bills is
alsg important far smatl communities like purs that only has one Officer on at a time, those 7 hours we
must {ransport 3 patient; Jeave our entire City without Law Enforcement protection.

We hope our State Government can have bi-partisan support for this bill, it Is a much needed
improvemant for mental health moving FORWARD, and after al, isn't that what our State stands for.

Respectiully Submitted by our Police Department,

HOME OF THE HISTORIC WOOD STACKER & BRUNET ISLAND STATE PARK |
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Hello,

This is a statement of support for SB-86 and its companion hill AB-92. There has been a significant
shortfall of inpatient psychiatric beds in Northern Wisconsin. In the NW region, there are just a few
psychiatric inpatient units. These include Ashiand, Mayo, Amery and Sacred Heart. 17 counties utilize
these hospitals on a regular basis and are frequently in competition with one another for bed

space. This has often resufted in the need for transporting residents currently in serious mental health
crisis to the Winnebago Institute. '

To describe the scenario, Winnebago is 5.5 hours away from Superior, W\. Anindividual in mental
health crisis is not well served sitting in the back of a squad car for this period of time. Winnebago is
often at or over capacity so you can see the need is integral. In addition, due to distance, the resident
lacks natural supports as their friends and family are not able to access them. Natural supports are
integral to recovery, ‘

Law enforcement will provide the transport to Winnebago during an emergency detention. This
removes the officer from the community for over 11 hours. This potentially has an impact on public
safety as well impact on this officer,

Winnebago is an IMD and therefore may not be billed to medical assistance. The full cost of the per
diem, can be excess of $1000/day and is paid for by county tax levy. if a resident remains in Winnebago
for any period of time, the cost can have a significant impact on a county’s provision of other

services. In addition to the per diem, the cost of transport which can be several thousand dollars also
impacts the county. Winnebago is heavily needed and used across the state | am sure, but you can see
by the example of how an increase in facilities could bring a lower impact on county levy and budget. In
addition, and most impartantly, opening more options would give the citizens who need the care most a
chance for a better outcome being closer to supports and community resources.

SB-86 and AB-92 would provide the necessary support to counties to better serve their residents. Thank
yau for this consideration and your commitment to Wisconsin.

Kindly,

Anna Carlson, Director
and

Dave Longsdorf, Deputy Director -

-Douglas County Department of Health & Human Services
1316 N 14th Street, Suite 400 :

Superior WI 54880

{715) 395-1318

{715) 395-1370 Fax
Anna.Carison@douglascouniywl,org .

NOTICE: This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential information. Use and further disclosure of the
information by the recipient must be consistent with applicable laws, regulations and agreements. If you received
this e-mall in error, please notify the sender, delete the e-mail, and do not use, disclose, or store the information it
contains.
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- . L d 3 N *
Dunn County Sheriff’s Office
Slieriff Keedin Bygel v H1E Blokie Partkwuy Suite G300
Menomaree, YW 54753
Comipunictions Cenler {(718)232-1348
Business Officer (71512321564
Fax, {(715)202-3830
wrav DusnCoussty Shanifl onm

Trief Dyepiety Marshali Medihauf

Meanch 16, 20421

Chairsoun Taatin sod other commibtes members:
Thank vou for hewing Senute Bill-86/AB-0Z,
T any wriling you in sapport of this Wi,

The ueed for more fuea] pyyehintrie beds has boen o problem that hag beun sngeing lor many yeurs ad
Hars seen much miention in thy past couple veurs, We have sull not seets uny practies] solutons conmw o
fraition Mental healed) issoes are inercasing sod decreasing. 1his problem will not go away and needs to
bo pddressed.

Recatse of Himited capagiey For psychiairie heds armand the State and specifically ot our locad hospitals,
Sherift™s Oftices and Police Departments from the norlowest and west central replons of Wiseonsin olten
enly find placerent available at the Winnebogo Mental Health fnstitiate, From Donn Couanty, the
transport of the patient in orisis to the Winnebago Mental Healtly facility is a 3 42 hour Uip one way. To
aceomplish such a lengthy franspory, tan deputies are assigned, which straing my sgency’s sialfing and
overtime budeet.

Thig is 1ot an occasional ovcurrence. Agencies from this side of the stue frequently only find placement
at the Winnehago facility which then also impacis bed availability for those ageagios in the central,
seuthern avd castern regioms of Wisconsin,

As Dinentioned, the ek of capacity has @ very significant impaet on luw enforcement agency stafling and
our budgets, however, [ wat tw emphasize that the larger problem i this issue that can't be lost, is the
delav i evaiuation and tremment foe thase individuals who are laken infe custody, that org eurremly
sultering n mental bealth crisis, '

Please give dug consideration o this mutler, Inereased locut capacity will greatly help adidress the issues
faced by law enforeenent agencies asotnd the stute, 1t will also help w pet more paticms saffecmg an
emerpeney mental health erisis the freatment they need with much kess delay.

Thank you for your time und attenlion to sddressing a very significant mental health problen tht has

impacts felt daily within the State of Wisconsin,

Respegitully,

gt -

P ROTEN

ShenfT Kevin Byed
Dung Conniy, Wl
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March 16, 2021

I am writing this letter to show support of SB-86/AB-92. Supervising the Emergency Services DHS 34
Crisis Team within Eau Claire County DHS, | have firsthand involvement with emergency detentions that
occur in our county. In 2020, we had 382 emergency detentions occurs in our county.

Capacity of inpatient psychiatry beds is low in the entirety of the state. Being that Eau Claire has two
hospitals with psychiatric units, Mayo and Sacred Heart, we commonly see situations in which there are
no available inpatient psychiatric beds for individuals in need. People are coming from all areas of the
state in hopes for psychiatric care. Because of this, in 2020, we had 9% emergency detentions occur with
residents of other counties in Eau Claire primarily because they came to our community seeking mental
health care and it was not available to them.

Not having inpatient psychiatric beds available in this area of the state causes much concern. Primarily,
our community members are not able to receive needed services close to home when they are in crisis.
Needing that level of care can be difficult in and of itself. Having to go hours away from home to receive
those services can make things even worse. Waiting hours for the bed location process is a detriment to
individuals in an active crisis situation. The hours spent by law enforcement transporting individuals
under an emergency detention to other areas of the state pull them away from other needs in our
community.

This grant and addition of psychiatric beds for both adults and adolescents would be a tremendous step
in the right direction of improving mental health care to those living in this area of Wisconsin. | can
speak on behalf of Eau Claire County DHS that we support forward movement with this particular bill.

Sincerely,

Lalite Provek, MS, LPC

Lita Prorok, MS, LPC
Crisis Supervisor

Eau Claire County DHS
721 Oxford Ave

Eau Claire, Wi 54703
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Chairman Testin and other committee members.

Good afternoon members of Senate Committee on Health,

For 33 years | have been working as a mental health worker with Chippewa County. In addition since
2005 | have also worked in emergency mental health service i.e. crisis providing mobile mental health
assessment and diversion for individuals experiencing a mental health crisis. In 2020 Chippewa County
had approximately 1200 crisis calls/episodes from a County with a population near 67,000, There were
112 emergency detentions of which 24 cases ended up with placement in WMHI. Our mobile crisis team
works very hard to divert any hospitalization when safety can be ensured in the community. Having
worked in the mental health field for 38 year | know the traumatic impact on an individual and their
family when an emergency detention takes place. This includes securing the loved one on shackles and
transporting the individual/child over 200 miles away from their family in an institutional setting.
Imagine if the 14 year old child is yours and the trauma she/he endures at a time they are most
vulnerable. It is essential that mental health care services are developed regionally to offer the best in -
continuity of care when someone is ready to transition back into their community. PLEASE support SB-
86.

Thankyou.

Thomas Diel, CSW

Manager- Recovery Weliness Consortium
Chippewa County Department of Human Services.
711 N. Bridge St.

Chippewa Falis, WIi. 54723

Direct Line 715-726-7803

Fax 715-726-4560

Email: tdiel@co.chippewa.wi.us

Human Semces

The courthouse is open to the public and for the safety of visitors and employees, cloth face coverings are required
until further notice. Visitors are encouraged to call ahead to schedule an appointment or conduct business
online or use the drop box located cutside of Door #1. As a proactive and responsible measure to COVID-19, we
encourage the community to continue practicing safety measures including physical distancing, covering your
coughs and sneezes, wash your hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds, avoid touching your face and stay
home if you have cold or flu like symptoms. You may experience some delays in communication and we
apprecuate your patience and support during this time.
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To Chairman Testin and other committee members:

My name is Olympia Smith, and | have seen the impact of mental health from my many different
roles in the Eau Claire community. I have worked as a telephone crisis worker and mobile crisis
worker, respite worker, and currently work as behavioral health social worker at one of the local
psychiatric units in Eau Claire. In each role, T have observed the same thing the limited resources
for mental health in our community. There is an increasing need for services especially for our
youth population. In my role as a behavioral health social worker, [ have witnessed the increased
need for youth psychiatric admissions. We have parents or guardians calling for support and are
scared for the safety for themselves or their loved one, but we were full. So, they were safety
planned in the community and encouraged to try again once a bed was available. Thatis
unacceptable. Our community is still in a middle of a pandemic, and the need for mental health
services has increased. There are adolescents who travel from hours away to receive care for
services, so if there is another resource for psychiatric admissions, it would relief a lot of stress
and frustration from our community partners and adolescents in crisis.

I am support of the addition of mental health beds through HSHS. Tt will benefit the entire
community to have the resource and give more support to the youth and parents or guardians. It
will increase awareness of the impact of mental health for our youth and can provide education
to our community. [ am hoping with the addition of beds it will continue the conversation of
mental health being a priority and reduce stigma. I am hoping 1t will provide relief to our law
enforcement and crisis workers and parents. :

Sincerely,

Olympia
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i support any and all increases to access for mental health resources for anyohe seeking help in the Eau
Claire and Chippewa county areas. My ex-husband, my son's father, has struggled with addiction for
almost 30 years. He's diagnosed with several mental health disorders and has been in and out of prisons
for much of his adult life.  wonder if he had access to resources when he was younger, if some of his
struggles could have been avoided and my son could have a father. Because of my ex-husband's
lifestyle, I've known people who died over the years from suicide, drugs or other related causes, and
many more who continue to be in and out of jail, without any hope of recovery. Without hope, they give
up. The community needs to step up and provide that hope.

Drug use is not the problem. It's a symptom. The real problem is untreated mental health issues. More
beds is a great step in the right direction. We especially need space for youth. It's so important to
address mental health at a young age to help people avoid the path of self-loathing, worthlessness and
shame that leads many to drug use. | am that person who needed just that. Luckily, | was able to change
my lifestyle after years in addiction and become a functioning member of society. | want to do anything |
can to help people avoid what | lived through and what | see my ex-husband living.

On Tuesday, March 16, 2021, | drove my ex-husband to treatment when he asked for a ride. He's the
person who has hurt me, and our son, the most and yet, I'll never stop trying to help him so my son can
have his dad back. | want the community, the counties, and the state to do whatever they can to help
people who want help too. Let’s get more beds for mental health. And let's go from there. Those of us
who have struggled; or are living, with mental health issues will support anyone who is trying to get
help. We must help those who want help. It's part of our Wisconsin values and it keeps family's
together. :

Thank you,

Andrea Hoover

Volunteer with Take a Stand Against Meth
124 Terrence Street #7

Chippewa Falls, W1 54729
Andreajhoover@gmail.com
715-531-8321
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CHIPPEWA COUNTY DISTRICT-ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

711 North Bridge Streat
Chinpewa Falls, W1 64729
Phone: [715] 726-7740 + Fax: [715] 726-7748

E-mait: DistrictAttorneyOffice@co.chippewa.wi.us
Website: www.co.chippewa,wi us/Departments/UisiriclAttorney

WADE C . NEWELL, District Attorney

Assistant District Altomeys

Ray La Barton Gay Seott Zehr Office Manager [715] 726-7747
Lawrence J. Broeren Edward Minser Victhm Services Office [718] 726-7733
Sara Matthews

Pate: March 18, 2021

Ta: Chairman Testin and Other Mambers of the Senate Commitiee on Health
From: Wade C. Newell, District Attorney

RE: 2021 Senate Bili 86

i am fully in support of 2021 SB 86, which will allocate a grant for the expansion of psychiatric
bed capacity in the Chippawa Valley.

Untreated mental health issues can ofien lead to criminal behavior, and increased illegal drug
use. Untreated mental health issues put a tremendous burden on the criminal jusfice system, which is
often li-equipped to effectively deal with mental health issues, As Chippewa County District Attorney, |
helieve increasing emergency detention beds cépacity right here in the Chippewa \faile_y wili have
muitip}é sysiem-wide benefits, to include:

1) Timely addressing of mental health needs, before the individual's behavior warrants intervention
through the criminal justice system.

2) Reduced llegal drug usage, due to untreated mental health issues.

3) Reduced transportation and personnel costs for law enforcement, due fo current emergency
detention beds being all the way across the state.

| believe that increasing the psychiatric bed capacity will have a substantial payoff both in

~ effectively treating mental health issues, and reducing the burden on the criminal justics system,
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i would like to thank Senator Bernier for advancing this bill, and all the other Senators and .

Representatives that have co-sponsored this bill. | would like to thank Chairman Testin and the other

members of the Senate Committee on Health for holding a hearing, and allowing me the opportunity to

testify in support of this important mental health.
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Wade C. Newell
Disfrict Attorney
Chippewa County



Strum Police Department

Trempealeau County — Chief Craig Marsolek
202 5" Avenue South — PO Box 25 — Strum Wisconsin 54770
Telephone 715-695-3513 ~ Fax 715-695-3196

March 17, 2021
RE: SB-86 and AB-92 / Mental Health Beds Bill

i am glad to see a bill that will finally starts to take the mental health
crisis seriously. The problem was not created overnight, however this is
the first step in the right direction.

The trip to WMHI! from the Village of Strum is a 2 hour and 51 minute
trip and 170 miles. This is if the weather is great. Add to the time of the
medical clearance it could take a total of over 10 hours per officer
{maybe even longer) and with a trip that long two officer would be’
needed. The opportunity to have beds on this side of the state is a win
for all people in Wisconsin. it would free up bed space on both sides of
the state. It would greatly reduce the risk of accidents in bad weather.
It would not stress our resources and more importantly it would get the
people who need the nelp faster. -

i would be willing to talk about it at length.

Thank you, o
'..-f'..ﬂ —_{w’) - " P’/,:”/j )
T y .‘/“\’/’/" {__-“— ) -

4 N =y e

L
Chief Craig Marsolek — Strum Police Department



Dear Sir,

I write in support of the effort to expand the availability of inpatient mental health treatment in
northwestern Wisconsin. 1 was a police officer of the Eau Claire PD for 31 years. During that time, | had
many occasions to deal with people in crisis and suffering frorm mentat illness. [n many cases we would
transport sufferers to the local hospitals for assessment and treatment. The shortage of mental health
beds in Eau Claire would sometimes force us to transport them to facilities with availability.

Some of those facilities were quite distant; Middle River near Sclon Springs, to Madison, or to the Fox
Valley area. Those transports required two officers for security. This put a major strain on an agency
with {at that time) minimum shift staffing of six officers. This required calling in off duty officers on

overtime for multiple-hour round trips. This was a significant expense, not te mention an ordeal for
both the patients and the officers.

This bill would go far to alleviate a major difficulty for all concerned.
With respect,

Garth Melville
Lieutenant, Fau Claire Police Department {retired)
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CHIPPEWA FALLS

fntegrity * Compassion * Commitment

March 17, 2021

Chairman Testin and other committee members:

Thank you for hearing AB-92/SB-86. | am writing in support of this proposed bill addressing the
critical shortage of hospital beds for our community members in crisis and in need of emergency
detention. ' . .

! have spoken to many members of my community about this issue. As you are well aware, those in
crisis are not criminals, However, due to the scarcity of hospital beds and the growing issue of
mental health we are transporting patients for long distances in the back of a squad car. This is not
a desirable situation for someocne in need of mental health services, a condition already stigmatized
by society.

This issue aisa affects our police officers, Most departments in Wisconsin are already struggling to
keep their ranks filled. This has resulted in many hours of overtime just keeping the streets
covered. Transporting an emergency detention patient across the state is a heavy added burden,
An emergency detention requiring a transport to Winnebago can take well over 8 hours in total
between handiing the call, hospital clearance and transport time there and back.

The Chippewa Valley is already home to hospitals with experience in serving those requiring
emergency detention. This initiative would significantly expand those resources in northwest
Wisconsin and the benefits would be felt immediately. The added juvenile beds to this area would
be especiailly welcome as this would allow their caregivers to be closer, Every patient served in Eau
Claire is one more bed available in Winnebago or at other mental health hospitals.

| have served the Chippewa Falls commmunity for over 20 years. The emergency detention situation
is one that needs immediate attention.

Thank you for all that you do to Improve our quality of life here in Wisconsin, Please contact me if l can
be of any further help.

Sincerely,

Matthew Kelm
Police Chief .
Chippewa Falls Police Department

210 Island Street, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 54729-2351
Ph: 715-723-4424 » Fax: 715-723-1456 » www.chippewafalls-wi.gov » Email: policedept@chippewafalls-wi.gov
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Trcmpcalcau Countg Sheriff

36245 Main Street, P.O. Box 67 Telephone: {715} 538-4509
Whitehall, WL 54773-0067 Fax: {715) 538-4410
Visit our web site at https//eo. lrempealeay. wi.ug/ -
E-mail your Sheriff at hrett.semingson@eo frempealeau. wias

March 17, 2021

To: Wisconsin Senate Comimittee on Health
Attention: Chairman Patrick Testin |

Dear Rep. Testin,

I write this letter to ask for Committee support for SB-86, and Assembly companion AB-
92. Under the Bill there would be additional mental health beds added to the West Central
Wisconsin Region, namely to HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital as an adult facility, and to St, Joseph’s
Hospital ag a juvenile facility.

Currently, many of our Chapter 51 holds end up going to Winnebago Mental Health
(WMH) in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, For us in Trempealeau County, from the center of the county, itis
a 173 mile, three hour and ten minute drive, one way. We send two deputies on these transports
due to the likelihood of the need to stop along the way. The Chapter 51 process requires that the
patient return to court within 72 hours of being taken into custody, not counting weekends, This
results in another long drive/ride to attend the court heating, and then back to Winnebago in some
cases,

The WMH facility is not a medical hospital. They require that we have the patient
- medically cleared at a local emergency room before they will accept the patient. Due to strict
requirements of WMH, these medical clearances can take as long as eight to twelve hours.

Due to the length of travel and the titmes needed for maedical clearance, it is not unheard of
here in Trempealeau County for a person in crisis to be in the custody of police for up to 24 honrs
from the time of the initial call until they walk in the doors at WMH. The Chapter 51 process is
very traumatic to persons in mental health crisis, They need the support of their families while
they are in crisis. WMFH can be too far away for many families to be there for their loved ones. To
me, and to mental health organizations in our area, this is unacceptable. In 2020 our agericy had 20
transports o WMH,

The passage of this Bill would mean that the accepting hospital is ¥4 hour away, and has its
own emergency room, thus greatly reducing the amount of time the person in crisis is in police
custody, and allowing families to offer the badly needed support.

1 urge all our leg:siatozs to support this important piece of legislation which will pm"vnde
support to those in crisis, their families and law enforcement. The mental wellbeing of all is our
primary concern, but the secondary considerations are related to cost savings and the staffinig hours
that irapact the budget. This would aid not just us but all law enforcement agencies in West Central

Wiseonsin.

Respectfully, .
Sherift Brett Semingson
Trempealean County Sheriff’s Office
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Testimony on Senate Bill 86 - Relating to: grant to a hospital for expanding psychiatric bed capacity.

Thank you Chairman Testin and committee members for allowing me to testify on Senate Bill
86 today. I am grateful for the opportunity to work with Rep. James on this important piece of
legislation.

A mental health crisis is traumatic under any circumstances, but when the situation escalates
to the point where a Chapter 51 emergency detention becomes necessary, the situation is
often made worse by the need to transport individuals many hours away while restrained in
the back of a squad car. The goal of this legislation is to reduce the time and stress of
transporting emergency detention patients great distances from northern and western
Wisconsin to Winnebago Mental Health Institute in Oshkosh by instead increasing the
number of beds available regionally. Unfortunately, Winnebago has had several high-profile
incidents lately, including most recently allowing an adolescent female to be released to a
transport driver rather than her mother.

This bill won’t solve Wisconsin’s mental health crisis alone, but it will help those in crisis by
keeping them closer to supporting family and friends, save county and local government
resources and potentially serve as a model for similar efforts elsewhere in the state. Initial
savings are estimated at $2.7 million annually and could be much higher.

Senate Bill 86 directs a one-time $15 million grant using bonding authority from the last
budget for the startup costs of renovating existing facilities and training new staff to add 22
new mental health beds at an Eau Claire area hospital. Ongoing expenses would be absorbed
by the hospital. The new and currently existing beds would be split between a 33 adult bed
location and a dedicated 18 bed adolescent location nearby. That approaches the number of
adolescent beds currently available at Winnebago MHI. This expansion would dramatically
help with the difficulties of transporting individuals under Chapter 51 emergency detention
to Winnebago MHI for 29 counties in northern and western Wisconsin. Traveling the 300
plus miles from northwest Wisconsin to Oshkosh can take over five hours each way.

Over the last three years these 29 counties have consistently accounted for 22 percent of the
individual admissions received at Winnebago MHI. By serving the vast majority of
individuals from theses counties closer to home and reducing this number, the current strain
on Winnebago could be reduced as well.

Iask you to please consider the passage of Senate Bill 86. Thank you again for allowing me to
testity today.



