










To: rep.swearingen@legis.wisconsin.gov 

To:  Rep.mursau@legis.wisconsin.gov 

Re: Raffle Wheel Bill Assembly 117 

From: Lee and Viola Lamers 
           6967 Hamilton Drive 
          Wabeno, Wi 54566 
          Home Phone 715-473-2633 
          Cell Phone 920-602-0068 
 
Date: April 27, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Representative Mursau and Representative Swearingen, 
 
We are writing today to request that you support the Assembly Bill 171 which supports the use of raffle 
wheels for charitable and non-profit organizations.  In over 44 years of involvement in these types of 
organizations, I have only seen positive results.  There have been no negative consequences of this 
method of fund raiser.   
 
When this bill as Assembly Bill 37 was up for a vote, I spoke with leaders from both the Mole Lake and 
the Potowatami native communities.  They both said they had no problem with the use of raffle wheels 
for organizations that were charitable and non-profit.   
 
The money has been used for our lake for many years for many reasons including planting walleyes, 
putting in fishing cribs, dealing with invasive species such as eurasion milfoil and recently zebra mussels.  
The money is also used in the community where we give scholarships to all three high schools in our 
county.  We also have supported local fire departments and rescue squads.  
 
Other methods to raise funds have been tried and found to be more time consuming and not as 
effective resulting in volunteers losing motivation and people at the events losing interest.  
 
This bill is asking nothing more than to continue what has been a major method of supporting charitable 
and non-profit causes in our communities.   
 
 
 
Sincerely yours,  
Lee and Viola Lamers 
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HEARING DATE APRIL 28 IN MADISON, WI 
 
 
TESTIMONY OF RUSSELL G SENSO BEFORE THE WISCONSIN ASSEMBLY 
COMMITTEE ON STATE AFFAIRS AT THE HEARING REGARDING  ASSEMBLY 
BILL 171 
 
 
MY NAME IS RUSSELL G SENSO AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE STATE 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AND CHAIR, REP.  SWEARINGEN FOR GIVING ME THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT MY WRITTEN TESTIMONY REGARDING ASSEMBLY 
BILL 171. I AM TESTIFYING IN MY INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY AND MY STATEMENT 
DOES NOT REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF ANY OTHE ENTITY. I REQUEST THAT MY 
FULL TESTIMONY BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD.   
 
I AM A RESIDENT OF NEENAH, WI AND OWN A SMALL CABIN ON A LAKE IN 
FOREST COUNTY AND AM A MEMBER OF A SMALL LAKE ASSOCIATION. I AM 
TESTIFYING IN SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL 171. THIS BILL WILL LEGALIZE A 
SMALL TOOL THAT IS NEEDED TO HELP NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS IN THEIR 
FUND RAISING EFFORTS. SOME OF THESE NONPROFITS ARE THE LAKE 
ASSOCIATIONS OF WISCONSIN. THESE ASSOCIATIONS CONTRIBUTE MORE TO 
THE PROTECTION OF OUR STATE WATERS AND WETLANDS THAN MOST PEOPLE 
REALIZE. A LOT OF THEIR TIME IS SPENT RAISING FUNDS. THESE FUNDS 
CONTRIBUTE TO A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CONSERVATION 
EFFORTS  INCLUDING; THE FIGHT AGAINST INVASIVE SPECIES, PROVIDING 
CONSERVATION SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND 
PROMOTING TOURISM AND FISH STOCKING OPERATIONS TO NAME A FEW.  
 
THESE NON PROFIT GROUPS NEED ALL THE HELP WE CAN GIVE THEM.  THE LAKE 
ASSOCIATION I AM A MEMBER OF LOST ITS TWO MAJOR FUND RAISING EFFORTS 
IN THE SUMMER OF 2020 AND THE WINTER OF 2021 TO THE IMPACTS OF THE 
COVID 19 PANDEMIC. I AM CERTAIN OTHER GROUPS LOST THEIR MAJOR 
SOURCES OF REVENUE TOO. I CANNOT EMPHASIZE ENOUGH THE NEED FOR 
FUNDING OF THESE GROUPS IN WISCONSIN AT THIS TIME. IT IS IMPERATIVE 
THAT WE GIVE THEM THIS ONE SMALL TOOL BY PASSING ASSEMBLY BILL 171 AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. IF THESE GROUPS DON’T HAVE FUNDS THEY CANNOT 
MATCH STATE GRANTS OR TRIBAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND SO COULD LOSE 
VALUABLE TIME AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THEIR CONSERVATION EFFORTS.  
 
.BY PASSING ASSEMBLY BILL 171  WE CAN GIVE A LITTLE HELP, A SMALL TOOL 
TO THOSE WHO DO SO MUCH FOR US ALL. I STRONGLY SUPPORT THE TIMELY 
PASSING OF ASSEMBLY BILL 171. 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO SUBMIT THIS SINCERE TESTIMONY TODAY, 



 
 
RUSSELL G SENSO 
1414 WHITTIER DRIVE 
NEENAH, WI 54956 
 
 


