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Thank you Chair Kapenga and committee members for holding a hearing on Senate Bill
653. The bill in front of you removes statutory barriers for foster families to keep their
licenses.

Strong foster families are absolutely crucial to the health and well-being of the
approximately 7,000 Wisconsin kids living in out-of-home care. Foster families provide
a semblance of support, home, and family, in the face of the trauma that youth in our
child welfare system have undergone. Foster families must be licensed by the
Department of Children and Families (DCF), a county department, or a child welfare
agency that is licensed by DCF.

Under current law, foster care licenses cannot be transferred between counties or
agencies under any circumstance. Due to this law, if a licensing agency closes, a foster
family will also lose their license, unless another agency can quickly re-license the family
before the gap in licensure can occur. This system places an entirely unnecessary
barrier on foster families who have already been licensed. Senate Bill 653 reforms this
system to create a continuity process for licensed foster parents when the county or
welfare agency who licensed them is no longer able to issue licenses. Under the bill, if
an agency is no longer able to provide licenses, a foster family’s license will transfer to
the next applicable agency.

The second key change the bill makes is to allow for specific instances of cross-county
licensure. Currently, a county may license a home outside their jurisdiction with the
consent of the host county. However, that license is child specific and expires when the
child leaves the home. Senate Bill 653 expands this program to include more instances
for cross-county licensure, so long as both counties consent to the licensing.

Senate Bill 653 makes technical changes to improve the licensing process for foster
families. Both of the changes in Senate Bill 653 will remove barriers for foster families
who have already been licensed. Keeping strong foster families in our state is vital for
helping our foster youth.

I'd like to thank Representatives Pronschinske and Doyle for their work on this bill. I
urge your support on Senate Bill 653.
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Testimony on Senate Bill 653
Senate Committee on Public Benefits, Licensing and State-Federal Relations
January 30, 2018

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
testimony on Senate Bill 653.

Senator Darling and I have authored this proposal as part of the effort to make positive changes
to the foster care system. This bill was inspired by the comments we heard from the folks in
Buffalo County during the Speaker’s Task Force on Foster Care hearing in La Crosse last year.
The request we heard was for help with making it possible to transfer validly licensed foster
homes to another licensing authority.

Further, this bill will allow counties to license foster homes in other counties, rather than just on
a per child basis and strengthens a licensing authority’s ability to revoke a foster home license.

These changes will help counties to share resources and increase the number of available homes
at a time when they are so desperately needed.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this proposal.

P.O. Box 8953 » Madison, Wisconsin 53708 * (608) 266-7015 « Toll Free: (888) 534-0092
Rep.Pronschinske@legis.wi.gov




Trempealeau County stats:

Notes from 1/17/2018 Testimony Regarding Foster Care Bills

Deb Suchla, Trempealeau County Human Services Director

Population in 2016 was 29,623 — 42" highest in the state

22% of Trempealeau County Births were to Hispanic mothers — highest percentage in
the state.

November 2017 Unemployment rate in Trempealeau County was 2.1% - the 4" lowest in
the state

Trempealeau County had the 7" highest per capita rate of Meth submissions to the
State Crime Lab in 2015

Trempealeau County had the 5" highest increase in Child Welfare caseload between
2013 and 2016 (chart attached)
The number of children in out of home care in Trempealeau County has nearly \
quadrupled in less than 3 years. In Feb 2015 we had 10 Kids in out of home care. In “
late 2017 we had 39 kids in out of home care. (Graph attached)

When looking at how many of the out of home care cases are due to drugs in 2017 — all
but 10 cases had drug involvement meaning that the entire growth in out of home care is
due to the drug issues.

In 2013 we had 7 case worker in Child Welfare. In 2014 we added one Program Aide
position. In 2017 the County Board approved an additional investigator position. Thatis
a 28.5% increase in staffing while we have experienced a 100% increase in caseload.
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Trempealeau County
Child Out of Home Placements (excl. Kinship Care)
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DCF-F-22-E (R. 11/2017)

Date: January 30, 2018
To:  Members of the Senate Committee on Public Benefits, Licensing and State-Federal
Relations
From: Lonna Morouney, Legislative Liaison
Fredi Bove, Administrator, Division of Safety and Permanence
Jonelle Brom, Section Chief, Out-of-Home-Care Section
Re: 2017 Senate Bill 653

Chairman Kapenga and Members of the Senate Committee on Public Benefits, Licensing and
State-Federal Relations:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 653, one of the recommended
legislative proposals from the Speaker’s Task Force on Foster Care. My name is Lonna
Morouney and I am the Legislative Liaison for the Department of Children and Families. I am
accompanied by Fredi Bove, Administrator for the Division of Safety and Permanence, and
Jonelle Brom, Section Chief for the Out-of-Home Care Section.

Senate Bill 653 makes two changes to foster parent licensing in order to improve stability and
continuity of foster care placements: '

e Under current law, if a child placing agency is no longer able to license foster homes for
reasons such as an agency closure or revocation or suspension, foster parents must start
the licensing process over from the beginning with a new child placing agency. The bill
would allow the foster parent license to transfer to a different child placing agency
without a gap in licensure. The Department most often sees this licensure gap and process
duplication when a private child placing agency goes out of businesses.

e The second change under the bill relates to out-of-county foster parent licensing. Under
current law, counties may license a foster home in a different county but only for a
specific child. The bill allows for the license in the different county to be a general
license if both counties agree and if the counties are contiguous.

Both provisions support foster parents by providing greater certainty and continuity for foster
parents and the children placed in their homes. Foster parents play a critical role in providing
caring homes for children in need. This bill avoids imposing on foster parents needless
disruption in the continuity of their children’s care and additional administrative workload
burden under specific circumstances.

201 East Washington Avenue, Room G200 Governor Scott Walker
P.O. Box 8916 Secretary Eloise Anderson

Telephone: 608-422-7000 » Secretary's Office

www.dcf.wisconsin.gov



