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Thank you Chairman Kleefisch and members of the Assembly Committee on Natural
Resources and Sporting Heritage for accepting my written testimony on Assembly Bill 711,
which makes changes to dog tag requirements for hunters utilizing a dog to hunt a bear or
wolf.

Wisconsin is a state known for its rich sporting heritage, and hunting is something that is
ingrained as a tradition for many Wisconsinites. Assembly Bill 711 is a piece of legislation
aimed at updating outdated and unnecessary statutory requirements imposed on select groups
of hunters, but not on the whole hunting population.

Currently, dog owners and handlers are required to carry their dog license and rabies
vaccination tags on their person whilst hunting a bear or wolf. However; hunting dogs used
for hunting other species like pheasants, raccoons, and waterfowl, are not subject to this
requirement.

This is a simple and straightforward piece of legislation that eliminates the requirement for
sportsmen hunting bears or wolves to carry these dog tags while hunting or engaging in
hunting activities. It does not remove any vaccination or licensure requirements for these
hunting dogs, and merely removes the burdensome requirement to constantly keep these tags
on their person while hunting.

This bill does away with an extra constraint for bear and wolf hunters and is a simple way to

-align state law requirements on dog tags for hunters utilizing hunting dogs.

PO Box

Thank you Chairman and members of the committee for accepting my testimony and for
your consideration of Assembly Bill 711.
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RABIES TAG TESTIMONY

Good Morning Chairman Kleefisch, and other members of the Sporting Heritage
Committee, Thank you for allowing me the time to speak to you with regard to this
Rabies Tag bill.

The primary reason | am testifying in favor of this bill today is the discriminatory way in
which it is applied. | do not know of a single other type of bird, rabbit, duck, fox, coyote
or raccoon hunter that has had his dog checked for rabies tags. Why does the statute
discriminate against bear hunters?

Although the state has mandated the current statute for rabies vaccination the
implementation has been charged to the Wisconsin counties. Here is how it works.
When | go to pay my property tax | am required to show that | have vaccinated my
dog/dogs for rabies before | can be issued a license for that dog. The county will not
issue that dog license until | show them a certificate that verifies that that particular dog
has in fact been vaccinated for rabies.

The purpose of this statute, as | see it, is to insure that if someone's dog should bite an
individual, that it can be proven by the owner of that dog, that he or she has done his
due diligence, so that the victim does not have to start the series of shots for the rabies
virus.

With that being said what is the purpose of the DNR law enforcement to check for
rabies tags? If such an unfortunate incident should occur, local law enforcement would
become involved and would check this out.

With all the duties that are required by our DNR Law Enforcement why have them waste
their time doing things that have been done by other county officials. The duplicating of
duties simply makes no sense.

It seems to me that if the state and counties are collecting these license fees, then they
should, and are the ones to enforce it, not DNR Law Enforcement.

Thank you for your time.

submitted by: Al Lobner
11382 Blueberry Rd
Milladore, WI 54454




2017 Assembly Bill 711

I would like to thank you for allowing me to speak at this hearing. My name is Patrick Quaintance and |
am a retired State of Wisconsin Conservation Warden. | retired in 2012 and am living in northern
Bayfield County. | have been hunting with dogs my entire life! | am here representing the Wisconsin
Association of sporting dogs! Here are some of the speaking points | have on this assembly bill 7111

1) What does rabies vaccinating of dogs have to do with bear and wolf hunting?

2) There are laws that have been in place for decades and are enforced by the local townships or
cities! In fact the township or cities are usually the ones iSsuing out the required dog licenses.

3) This law was put in place to eliminate bear hunting with hounds and wolf hunting with hounds.

4) What does this law have to do with the resource?

5) If we were afraid of a rabies outbreak why is not the wild animals required to be vaccinated?
We have thousands of wolfs, coyotes, fox, raccoons, etc., but none of those animals are
required to be vaccinated.

6) The bond amount for using a unlicensed dog to hunt bear or wolfs is $182.70

7) This law is being used by the State Conservation Wardens for one reason and that is to harass
the bear and wolf hunters. There have been hunters that have been checked by the local
Warden 6 times during the bear season in one year and asked to see their paper work for their
dogs!

8) This law requiring only bear and wolf hunters to have rabies and kennel licenses with them
while hunting is unconstitutional. And shouid be eliminated.

9) Ihave received over whelming support in eliminating this requirement of having proof of rabies
and kennel licenses while bear and wolf hunting.

10) People have come from out of state or from southern Wisconsin and were unaware of the law
and the local warden stated to them that they could not run or train their dogs without
receiving a citation.

11) The law has not been enforced equally state wide. There has been a number of hunters ask why
is it that only certain Conservation Wardens ask for their dogs information and other do not. In
my entire career as a Conservation Warden | can only remember once asking to see their paper
work on the hunter’s dogs. And the only reason was to look inside the vehicle of the person’s
truck and hoping to obtain some other violations.







