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Good afternoon, Chair Gudex and members of the Senate Committee on Economic
Development and Commerce. Thank you for the opportunity to provide information on
Wisconsin’s Broadband Expansion Grant Program as it relates to SB 519.

My name is Angie Dickison, the State Broadband Director. | provide leadership and vision in
advancing the state’s broadband program and provide policy recommendations on broadband
issues, as well as securing grant funds for Wisconsin related to broadband deployment and
adoption. | am responsible for coordinating, managing, and monitoring the state’s broadband
availability and broadband adoption programs through the Commission’s State Broadband
Office, including broadband data collection and mapping. | serve as the first point-of-contact
with key stakeholders on broadband issues, and work with providers and communities to
develop broadband investment and adoption plans in coordination with other related state
initiatives. | provide Wisconsin representation on broadband issues to federal agencies such as
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the NTIA. | also work in collaboration with
other Wisconsin state agencies and provide leadership in encouraging coordination to promote
wider adoption and use of broadband throughout Wisconsin.

Over the last few years, broadband access has become a competitive necessity and a
component of economic development. Competition and investment among providers has
pushed broadband access out to most of the population of the state. However, coverage gaps
remain, primarily in the rural areas of Wisconsin. Now, Wisconsin, like most other states, is
working to incentivize the expansion of broadband to the unserved and underserved areas.

According to the FCC, 17 percent of all Americans lack access to 25 Mbps broadband.

Wisconsin is on par with this national statistic, with 17 percent of our total population lacking
broadband access at FCC defined speed levels. It is important to note that this coverage data
for our state breaks down to 53 percent of our rural population and only 1 percent of our urban
population lacking access at this speed level.

(https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs public/attachmatch/DOC-331734A1.pdf)

To assist in the expansion of broadband in Wisconsin, Governor Walker created the Broadband
Expansion Grant Program in the 2011-2013 biennial budget, with an allocation of $500,000 per
fiscal year. Last year, Governor Walker and the Legislature increased funding for broadband
expansion grants in the 2015-2017 biennial budget to $1.5 million annually; with a total of $6
million allocated from the Universal Service Fund cash reserves to fund grants over a 4 year
period.

These grants provide reimbursement for equipment and construction expenses incurred to
extend or improve broadband telecommunications services in underserved regions of
Wisconsin. The PSC awards grants based on the following criteria: matching funds, public-



private partnerships, existing broadband service, project impact, and scalability. An application
for a grant may be submitted by any of the following entities:

e An organization operated for profit or not for profit, including a cooperative.

e A telecommunications utility.

e Acity, village, town, or county that has established a legal partnership or joint
venture arrangement with an otherwise qualified organization or
telecommunications utility

Following the three-fold increase in available grant funds, grant requests increased from about
$2.8 million to $4.4 million. The $1.5 million approved in the most recent round leveraged
nearly $2.9 million in matching funds for a total broadband infrastructure investment of over
$4.3 million.

Since fiscal year 2014, the state has awarded nearly $2.5 million in broadband expansion grants.
This state investment, when combined with matching funds, prompted over 6.3 million dollars
in infrastructure investment that will make broadband access available to over 5,000 homes
and businesses. These grants will increase broadband access and capacity at a number of
business and industrial parks, and in some communities also provide expanded wireless

coverage.

Expanding broadband is critical to growing Wisconsin’s rural communities. With this in mind,
the State Broadband Office at the Public Service Commission stands ready to utilize every
resource allocated by the Governor and the Legislature and is committed to maximizing every
dollar to make Wisconsin more competitive by expanding broadband service to every corner of
our state.

Thank you again, Chair Gudex, for bringing needed attention to this critical issue. At this time,
I’'m happy to answer any questions from committee members.



