
GOVERNOR’S VETO MESSAGE 
April 8, 2022 

To the Honorable Members of the Assembly: 

I am vetoing Assembly Bill 984 in its entirety.  

This bill requires that the University of Wisconsin 
System Board of Regents and System institutions 
establish and use only “objective admissions criteria” 
in making undergraduate student admissions 
determinations and course admission criteria and 
requires that institutions publish the criteria online.   

I am vetoing this bill in its entirety for several 
reasons, among them the fact that the concerns this bill 
purports to address are already addressed under 
current law—Wisconsin state statutes already prohibit 
any tests based on partisanship, religion, national 
origin, or sex in student admissions for the University 
of Wisconsin System. As I have also said before, I 
object to the Legislature’s efforts to politicize our 
campuses and micromanage our higher education 
institutions. I also object to the Legislature 
haphazardly mandating the University of Wisconsin 
System to use only certain criteria in the admissions 
process that Legislature apparently took no care to 
even define, much less extrapolate upon, in the present 
bill before me.   

Moreover, this bill would likely have inadvertent 
but severe consequences for Wisconsin’s workforce 
and our ability to likewise keep talented Wisconsinites 
here by arbitrarily limiting enrollment in our 
universities. In so doing, I am also concerned this bill 
might necessarily affect non-traditional students, 
including folks returning to education, service 
members and veterans, or other individuals who might 
not have taken a typical path to one of our institutions 
but who nevertheless are an essential part of our state’s 
success.   

Implementing this bill could severely and 
negatively impact overall enrollment across the 
System, hindering both the state’s future workforce 
and individuals seeking access to the high-quality 
education System institutions provide.   

Respectfully submitted, 
TONY EVERS 
Governor  

 


