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CITIES 62.05

CHAPTER 62
CITIES
SUBCHAPTER I 62.232  Required notice on certain approvals.
GENERAL CHARTER LAW 62.233  Zoning of annexed or incorporated shorelands.
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62.03 First class cities excepted. 62.25 Claims and actions.
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62.135  Highway safety coordinator. in Ist class cities.
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62.18 Sewers. a mental injury.
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SUBCHAPTER I
GENERAL CHARTER LAW

62.01 Saving clause. That no inconvenience may arise by
reason of change of government of cities from special charter to
general charter, or by reason of the revision of the general charter
law, it is declared that:

(1) All vested rights, pending actions and prosecutions, and
existing judgments, claims, and contracts, both as to individuals
and bodies corporate, shall continue as though no change had
taken place.

(3) Ordinances in force, so far as not inconsistent herewith,
shall continue in force until altered or repealed.

(5) Nothing herein shall change the time for paying taxes as
provided in any special city charter until the council shall by ordi-
nance change the same to conform to general law.

62.02 Repeal of special charters. All special charters for
cities of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classes are hereby repealed and such
cities are hereby incorporated under this subchapter. The city
clerk shall forthwith certify the boundaries of such city to the sec-
retary of administration, who shall file the same and issue to such
city a certificate of incorporation as of the date when this sub-
chapter became effective, and record the same.
History: 1977 c. 151;2015 a. 55.

62.03 First class cities excepted. (1) This subchapter,
except ss. 62.071, 62.08 (1), 62.09 (1) (e) and (11) (j) and (k),
62.175,62.23 (7) (em) and (he) and 62.237, does not apply to 1st
class cities under special charter.

(2) Any such city may adopt by ordinance this subchapter or
any section or sections thereof, which when so adopted shall apply
to such city.

(3) The revision of the general charter law by chapter 242,
laws of 1921 shall not affect the application of any provisions of
the general charter previously adopted by any 1st class city under
special charter, but such provisions shall as to such cities retain the
same force and application as they had before the enactment of
chapter 242, laws of 1921.

History: 1977 c. 151; 1979 ¢. 90s. 21; 1979 c. 221, 260, 355; 1981 c. 281 5. 17;
1983 a. 395, 532, 538; 1989 a. 113; 1993 a. 400; 1999 a. 150.

Milwaukee can adopt less than a statute “section,” from this chapter. State ex rel.
Cortez v. Board of Fire & Police Commissioners, 49 Wis. 2d 130, 181 N.W.2d 378
(1970).

The city of Milwaukee cannot, by charter ordinance, adopt s. 62.13 (5) (b) since
s. 62.13 deals with a subject of state—wide concern; it cannot do so under this section
since that requires the adoption of whole sections. 58 Atty. Gen. 59.

62.04 Intent and construction. It is declared to be the inten-
tion of the revision of the city charter law, to grant all the privi-
leges, rights and powers, to cities which they heretofore had
unless the contrary is patent from the revision. For the purpose of
giving to cities the largest measure of self-government compat-
ible with the constitution and general law, it is hereby declared that
ss. 62.01 t062.26 shall be liberally construed in favor of the rights,
powers and privileges of cities to promote the general welfare,
peace, good order and prosperity of such cities and the inhabitants
thereof.

62.05 Classes of cities. (1) Cities shall be divided into 4
classes for administration and the exercise of corporate powers as
follows:

(a) Cities of 150,000 population and over shall constitute 1st
class cities.

(b) Cities of 39,000 and less than 150,000 population shall
constitute 2nd class cities.

(c) Cities of 10,000 and less than 39,000 population shall con-
stitute 3rd class cities.

(d) Cities of less than 10,000 population shall constitute 4th
class cities.
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62.05 CITIES

(2) Population of cities shall be determined by the last federal
census, including a special federal census taken of such city,
except in newly incorporated cities when a census is taken as pro-
vided by law. Cities shall pass from one class to another when
such census shows that the change in population so requires, when
provisions for any necessary changes in government are duly
made, and when a proclamation of the mayor, declaring the fact,
is published according to law.

History: 1995 a. 225; 1997 a. 35.
Cross-reference: See s. 990.001 (15), which provides that “If a statute refers to
a class of city specified under s. 62.05 (1), such reference does not include any city

with a population which makes the city eligible to be in that class unless the city has
taken the actions necessary to pass into the class under s. 62.05 (2)”.

62.071 Annexations to cities of the first class.
(1) Except as provided in subs. (3) and (4), no petition for annex-
ation to a city operating its schools under ch. 119 shall be consid-
ered which will result in detachment of more than 20 percent of
the equalized value of a school district. Upon receipt of a petition
for annexation the city clerk shall determine in the following man-
ner whether the proposed annexation will result in such detach-
ment. The equalized value of the school district shall be deter-
mined as of the date of filing the petition for annexation. The city
clerk shall add to the equalized value of the territory proposed to
be annexed, as of the date of filing the petition for annexation, the
equalized value as of the date of such detachment of any territory
detached within the 3 years previous to the filing of the annexation
petition from the district in any manner, and the city clerk shall
certify a copy of his or her determination to the school district
clerk and the secretary of the school district boundary appeal
board. If the total of such value exceeds 20 percent of the equal-
ized value of the district as of the date of filing the annexation peti-
tion, the proposed annexation shall not occur except as provided
in subs. (3) and (4). All equalized values shall be determined by
the department of revenue upon application by the city clerk.
When more than one school district is involved in a proposed
annexation, a separate determination shall be made for each dis-
trict involved.

(2) If the common council wishes to consider the annexation
petition, it shall direct the city clerk to notify the clerk of each
school district concerned and the secretary of the school district
boundary appeal board that a petition for annexation, which will
result in detachment of more than 20 percent of a school district,
has been filed. Such notice shall be in writing and shall describe
the territory proposed to be annexed and name the school district
or districts from which it will be detached.

(3) If the area to be annexed by such proposal includes more
than 20 percent of the equalized valuation of a district, as deter-
mined by sub. (1), then the electors residing in the remainder of
such school district not included in the annexation petition shall
be afforded an opportunity to determine whether such remaining
area of the district shall be included with the area proposed to be
annexed in the following manner. The school district clerk shall,
within 20 days of receipt of the report from the city clerk, call a
special meeting of the district according to s. 120.08 (2) for the
purpose of voting on the question: “Shall the remainder of ....
School District No. .... of the .... be included in the territory and
petition for annexation to the City of ....?"".

YES[] NOUJ

If the referendum at the special district meeting is decided in the
affirmative, such remaining school district area shall be included
within the coverage of the description in the annexation proposal
and the annexation petition shall thereupon, without further
notice, be considered amended to include all territory of the school
district and s. 66.0217 shall be complied with for the entire area.

(4) If the vote at the school district referendum is negative, the
annexation proceedings on the original petition may continue in
the same manner as if less than 20 percent of the district had been
involved in the original petition.

History: 1975 c. 200; 1983 a. 27; 1983 a. 275 5. 15 (2); 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 2009
a. 177.
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62.075 Detachment of farm lands from cities. (1) Pro-
CEDURE. When land used for agricultural purposes of an area of
200 acres or more contiguous to the boundary of any city, whether
of one or more farms, which shall have been within the corporate
limits of such city for 20 years or more, and during all of said time
shall have been used exclusively for agricultural purposes, the cir-
cuit court of the county in which such land is situated shall enter
judgment detaching such land from such city and annexing it to
an adjoining town or towns, if the provisions of this section shall
have been complied with. Such detachment and annexation
thereof shall become effective for all purposes on the first day of
January next thereafter, and the procedure therefor shall be sub-
stantially as provided in subs. (3) and (4). There shall be no adjust-
ment, assignment and transfer of assets and liabilities under s.
66.0235, but the detached territory shall continue to pay its pro-
portional share, based on assessed valuation, of the bonded
indebtedness of the city at the time of detachment.

(2) LAND ELIGIBLE; “OWNER” DEFINED. No owner shall be eligi-
ble to sign a petition for the detachment of any such territory
unless that owner is the owner of a parcel of land comprising at
least 20 acres. No such land shall be detached from any city unless
the remaining territory of said city shall be left reasonably com-
pact and the boundaries thereof left substantially regular; pro-
vided, that such determination shall be made without regard to the
existence of railroad rights—of—way, public utility easements or
public or private highways traversing any part of such lands and
remaining within such city. No lands shall be eligible for detach-
ment where any public improvements have been extended to or
installed for the benefit of such lands. As used in this section,
“owner” means the holder of record of an estate in possession in
fee simple, or for life, in land or real property, or a vendee of record
under a land contract for the sale of an estate in possession in fee
simple or for life but does not include the vendor under a land con-
tract. A tenant in common or joint tenant shall be considered such
owner to the extent of that person’s interest.

(3) HEARING; NOTICE. When the owner or owners of all of the
said lands of any such area file a verified petition in the office of
the clerk of said court, setting forth the facts in accordance with
subs. (1) and (2), the court shall make an order fixing the time of
hearing thereof, which shall not be less than 60 nor more than 90
days thereafter, and at least 40 days prior to said time fixed, notice
of hearing of such petition shall be served on such city, town or
towns and all owners found in this state of any land in such area,
in the manner prescribed in s. 801.12 for the service of a summons.
Said notice shall be in substantially the following form:

Notice is hereby given that the petition of .... will be heard by
the circuit court of .... County, at the court house, in the city of ....,
Wisconsin, on the .... day of ...., .... (year), at .... M., or as soon
thereafter as counsel can be heard. That said petition prays for the
detachment of the following area of land from the city of .... and
annexation to the town of ...., in accordance with section 62.075
of the Wisconsin statutes, which area of land is described as fol-
lows:

Dated ....
... (Petitioner’s attorney) ....
P.O. Address ....

(4) OBJECTIONS; DECISIONS. The city, town or towns, owners
of land in the vicinity, or owners of any interest therein, if opposed
to the proceedings, shall, at least 15 days before the time of hear-
ing fixed by the order, file in the office of the clerk of circuit court
and serve on the petitioners their verified objections to the grant-
ing of the prayer of the petition, specifying the grounds of objec-
tions thereto. The proceedings may be adjourned or continued for
cause. The issue raised by the petition shall be tried by the circuit
court upon the evidence submitted by the petitioners and objec-
tors; and witnesses shall be compelled to appear and testify as in
other cases in circuit court and the rules of evidence, practice and
procedure shall be the same. The circuit court may render judg-
ment under subs. (1) and (2), detaching from the city and annexing
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to the town or towns the area, if the facts required by the subsec-
tions are proved by a preponderance of the evidence. If the facts
are not so proved, the petition shall be dismissed. In the event of
a contest, costs may be awarded to the successful party.

(5) NOTICE OF ENTRY OF JUDGMENT; UPON WHOM SERVED. A
certified copy of every such order shall be filed with the town and
city clerk and with the county clerk and 4 copies with the secretary
of administration. The secretary of administration shall forward
2 copies to the department of transportation and one copy to the
department of revenue.

(7) PLATTED LANDS. No land which has been platted may be
detached, and any land detached pursuant to this section shall not
be eligible for platting pursuant to ch. 236 unless re—annexed to
the city.

History: Sup. Ct. Order, 67 Wis. 2d 585, 774 (1975); 1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (c);

1977 ¢. 187; 1979 c. 110 5. 60 (11); 1983 a. 219; 1985 a. 225; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a.
490; 1997 a. 250; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 2015 a. 55.

62.08 Alteration of aldermanic districts. (1) Within 60
days after the wards have been readjusted under s. 5.15 (1) and (2)
the common council of every city, including every 1st class city,
shall redistrict the boundaries of its aldermanic districts, by an
ordinance introduced at a regular meeting of the council, pub-
lished as a class 2 notice, under ch. 985, and thereafter adopted by
a majority vote of all the members of the council, so that all alder-
manic districts are as compact in area as possible and contain, as
nearly as practicable by combining contiguous whole wards, an
equal number of inhabitants according to the most recent decen-
nial federal census of population. Territory within each alder-
manic district to be created under the plan shall be contiguous,
except that territory within the city that is wholly surrounded by
another city or water, or both, may be combined with noncontigu-
ous territory, or island territory, as defined in s. 5.15 (2) (f) 3., may
be combined with noncontiguous territory within the same munic-
ipality to form an aldermanic district. The aldermanic district plan
shall not include provision for division of any census block unless
the block is bisected by a municipal boundary or the division is
made as required under s. 5.15 (2) (c). The populations of the
aldermanic districts shall be determined on the basis of the federal
decennial census and any official corrections to the census to
reflect the correct populations of the municipality and the blocks
within the municipality on April 1 of the year of the census, if the
corrections are issued prior to division of the municipality into
wards under s. 5.15. Within 60 days after enactment or adoption
of a revised division ordinance or resolution under s. 5.15 (4) (a),
the common council shall amend the aldermanic district plan to
reflect any renumbering of the wards specified in the plan.

(2) If territory becomes a part of any city after April 1 of the
year of the federal decennial census, the limitations of s. 5.15
relating to population or area do not apply to the creation of new
wards in the attached territory, or to the addition of the territory to
an existing ward, but no ward line adjustment may cross the
boundary of a congressional, assembly, or supervisory district.

(3) Whenever the boundaries of aldermanic districts are
altered, or new aldermanic districts created, every aldermanic dis-
trict or ward officer residing within the territory of a new or altered
aldermanic district shall hold the same respective office therein
for the remainder of the officer’s term; and all other vacancies
shall be filled as provided by law for the filling of such vacancies.

(4) The common council of any city may, by a two—thirds vote
of all its members but not more frequently than once in 2 years,
increase or decrease the number of aldermanic districts or the
number of members of the city council, and in that case shall redis-
trict, readjust and change the boundaries of aldermanic districts,
so that they are as nearly equal in population according to the most
recent city—wide federal census as practicable by combining con-
tiguous whole wards. In redistricting such cities the original num-
bers of the aldermanic districts in their geographic outlines shall
as far as possible be retained, and the aldermanic districts so cre-
ated and those the boundaries of which are changed shall be in as

CITIES 62.09

compact form as possible. This subsection does not apply to
changes in aldermanic districts authorized under sub. (4m).

(4m) If in a city that is solely contained within one county the
aldermanic districts are coterminous with the supervisory districts
of the county and the county board decreases the number of super-
visors in the county after enactment of a redistricting plan under
$.59.10 (3) (cm), the common council of the city may, by a major-
ity vote of all of the members of the council, no later than Novem-
ber 15 immediately preceding the expiration of the terms of office
of members of the council, decrease the number of aldermanic dis-
tricts and the corresponding number of members of the council in
the city to maintain coterminous boundaries between the alder-
manic and supervisory districts and may change the expiration
date of the term of any council member to an earlier date than the
date provided under the current ordinance if required to imple-
ment the redistricting or to maintain classes of members. Any
amended aldermanic district plan that is adopted under this sub-
section is subject to the same procedures and requirements that
apply to decennial plans adopted under sub. (1).

(5) If acity fails to comply with sub. (1), any elector of the city
may submit to the circuit court for any county in which the city is
located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day period
under sub. (1) a proposed plan for creation of aldermanic districts
in compliance with this section. If the court finds that the existing
division of the city into aldermanic districts fails to comply with
this section, it shall review the plan submitted by the petitioner and
after reasonable notice to the city may promulgate the plan, or any
other plan in compliance with this section, as a temporary alder-
manic district plan until superseded by a districting plan adopted
by the council in compliance with this section.

History: 1971 c. 304, 336; 1973 c. 12; 1979 c. 260; 1981 c. 4; 1985 a. 304; 1991
a. 316; 2005 a. 100; 2011 a. 39.

62.09 Officers. (1) ENUMERATION AND CHANGE. (a) The offi-
cers shall be a mayor, treasurer, clerk, comptroller, attorney, engi-
neer, one or more assessors unless the city is assessed by a county
assessor under s. 70.99, one or more constables as determined by
the common council, a local health officer, as defined in s. 250.01
(5), or local board of health, as defined in s. 250.01 (3), street com-
missioner, board of police and fire commissioners except in cities
where not applicable, chief of police except in a city where it is not
applicable, chief of the fire department except in a city where it is
not applicable, chief of a combined protective services depart-
ment except in a city where it is not applicable, board of public
works, 2 alderpersons from each aldermanic district, and such
other officers or boards as are created by law or by the council.
If one alderperson from each aldermanic district is provided under
s. 66.0211 (1), the council may, by ordinance adopted by a two—
thirds vote of all its members and approved by the electors at a
general or special election, provide that there shall be 2 alder-
persons from each aldermanic district. If a city creates a combined
protective services department under s. 62.13 (2e) (a) 1., it shall
create the office of chief of such a department and shall abolish the
offices of chief of police and chief of the fire department.

(b) The council, by a two—thirds vote, may dispense with the
offices of street commissioner, engineer, comptroller, constable
and board of public works, and provide that the duties thereof be
performed by other officers or board, by the council or a commit-
tee thereof. The council may, by charter ordinance, adopted pur-
suant to s. 66.0101, provide that there shall be one alderperson
from each aldermanic district. Any office dispensed with under
this paragraph may be recreated in like manner, and any office cre-
ated under this section may be dispensed with in like manner.

(¢) A corporation or an independent contractor may be
appointed as the city assessor. The corporation or independent
contractor so appointed shall designate the person responsible for
the assessment. The designee shall file the official oath under s.
19.01, and sign the affidavit of the assessor attached to the assess-
ment roll under s. 70.49. No person may be designated by any cor-
poration or independent contractor unless he or she has been

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/ch.%20236
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/187
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/110
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/110,%20s.%2060
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/219
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/225
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/490
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/490
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/250
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/150
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/150,%20s.%20672
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2015/55
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/ch.%20985
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15(2)(f)3.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15(2)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/5.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/62.08(4m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/59.10(3)(cm)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/62.08(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/62.08(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/62.08(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/336
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/12
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/100
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/70.99
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/250.01(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/250.01(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/250.01(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/66.0211(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/62.13(2e)(a)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/66.0101
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/19.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2019/70.49

62.09 CITIES

granted the appropriate certification under s. 73.09. For purposes
of this subsection, “independent contractor” means a person who
either is under contract to furnish appraisal and assessment ser-
vices or is customarily engaged in an independently established
trade, business or profession in which the services are offered to
the general public.

(d) No person may assume the office of city assessor unless
certified by the department of revenue under s. 73.09 as qualified
to perform the functions of the office of assessor. If a person who
has not been so certified is elected to the office, the office shall be
vacant and the appointing authority shall fill the vacancy from a
list of persons so certified by the department of revenue.

(e) The office of constable is abolished in 1st class cities. The
duties of the constable in such cities shall be performed by the
sheriff of the county in which the city is located.

(2) ELiGIBILITY. (a) No person shall be elected by the people
to a city office who is not at the time of election a citizen of the
United States and of this state, and an elector of the city, and in
case of an aldermanic district office, of the aldermanic district, and
actually residing therein.

(d) An appointee by the mayor requiring to be confirmed by
the council who shall be rejected by the council shall be ineligible
for appointment to the same office for one year thereafter.

(3) MANNER OF CHOOSING. (a) The mayor and alderpersons
shall be elected by the voters.

(b) The other officers except as provided in s. 62.13 shall be
selected by one of the following methods:

1. Appointment by the mayor.

2. Appointment by the mayor subject to confirmation by the
council.

3. Appointment by the council.

4. Election by the voters.

5. Selection under any of the above methods, the selection to
be made from an eligible list established under s. 66.0509.

6. Such other officers shall continue to be selected in the man-
ner prevailing on April 15, 1939, provided one of the above plans
was in force on that date. Such method shall be continued until
changed in the manner provided by s. 66.0101.

(c) Any city may also proceed pursuant to s. 66.0101 to consol-
idate any such other office or offices.

(d) Whenever a city is newly created the officers other than
those specified by par. (a) shall be appointed by the mayor until
provided otherwise pursuant to par. (b).

(e) Appointments by the mayor shall be subject to confirma-
tion by the council unless otherwise provided by law.

(4) QUALIFYING. (a) Every person elected or appointed to any
office shall take and file the official oath within 10 days after
notice of election or appointment, except that elected assessors
shall take and file the official oath within 5 days before June 1.

(b) If the council requires them to do so, the treasurer, comp-
troller, chief of police and such others as the statutes or the council
may direct, shall execute and file an official bond in such sum as
the council may determine, with 2 or more sureties or such bond
may be furnished by a surety company as provided by s. 632.17
(2), or the council may provide a schedule or blanket bond that
includes any or all of these officials. The council may at any time
require new and additional bonds of an officer. All official bonds
must be approved by the mayor, and when so approved shall be
filed within 10 days after the officer executing the same shall have
been notified of election or appointment. Official bonds filed with
the city clerk shall be recorded in a book kept for that purpose. If
the council does not require any or all of these officials to execute
and file an official bond, the council shall obtain a dishonesty
insurance policy or other appropriate insurance policy that covers
such officials, in an amount determined by the council, in lieu of
the bond requirement.

(c) When an appointive officer has filed the oath, and bond if
required, the clerk shall issue to the officer a certificate of appoint-
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ment. If the appointment is to a board or commission the
appointee shall file the certificate with the secretary thereof.

(d) A city may pay the cost of an official bond furnished by an
officer of the city, pursuant to law or any rules or regulations
requiring the bond, if the officer furnishes a bond with a surety
company or companies authorized to do business in this state. The
cost of the bond furnished by the officer may not exceed the cur-
rent rate of premium per year on the amount of the bond or obliga-
tion executed by the surety. The cost of the bond shall be charged
to the fund appropriated and set up in the budget for the depart-
ment, board, commission or other body, the officer of which is
required to furnish a bond.

(5) TERMS; SUBSTITUTES. (a) The regular term of office of
mayor and alderperson shall commence on the 3rd Tuesday of
April in the year of their election. The regular terms of other offi-
cers shall commence on May 1 succeeding their election unless
otherwise provided by ordinance or statute.

(b) Except as otherwise specially provided the regular term of
elective officers shall be 2 years. A different tenure for such offi-
cers or any of them may be provided by charter ordinance.

(c) The council may, by a record vote of two—thirds of all the
members, by ordinance adopted and published previous to publi-
cation of the notice of the election at which alderpersons are to be
elected, provide for a division of the alderpersons into 2 classes,
one class to be elected for 2 years and the other for 4 years, and
thereafter the term of alderpersons shall be 4 years.

(d) If any officer other than an alderperson is incapacitated or
absent from any cause the common council may appoint some
person to discharge the officer’s duties until the officer returns or
until such disability is removed. If an alderperson is temporarily
incapacitated because of physical or mental disability, the com-
mon council may appoint a person to discharge the alderperson’s
duties until the disability is removed.

(e) Persons serving in appointive offices shall serve until their
respective successors are appointed and qualify, unless otherwise
provided by ordinance.

(6) COMPENSATION. (a) Salaries shall be paid the mayor or
alderpersons only when ordered by a vote of three—fourths of all
the members of the council.

(am) 1. In this paragraph, “compensation” means a salary, a
per diem compensation for each day or part of a day necessarily
devoted to the service of the city and the discharge of duties, or a
combination of salary and per diem compensation.

2. Except as provided in subd. 3., and subject to par. (a), the
compensation for an elective city office shall be established
before the earliest time for filing nomination papers for the office.
After that time, no change may be made in the compensation for
the office that applies to the term of office for which the deadline
applies. The compensation established for an elective office
remains in effect for ensuing terms unless changed.

3. In a newly incorporated city, the compensation for an elec-
tive office may be established during the first term of office.

(c) Salaries shall be paid at the end of each month unless the
council shall at any regular meeting by ordinance order payment
at more frequent intervals.

(7) GENERAL PROVISIONS. (a) The corporate authority of the
city shall be vested in the mayor and common council.

(b) Officers shall have generally the powers and duties pre-
scribed for like officers of towns and villages, except as otherwise
provided, and such powers and duties as are prescribed by law and
except as to the mayor shall perform such duties as shall be
required of them by the council. Officers whose powers and duties
are not enumerated in this subchapter shall have such powers and
duties as are prescribed by law for like officers or as are directed
by the council.

(c) All officers and departments may make the necessary rules
for the conduct of their duties and incidental proceedings.
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(d) The general laws for the punishment of bribery, misde-
meanors and corruption in office shall apply to city officers.

(e) Whenever a city official in that official’s official capacity
is proceeded against or obliged to proceed before any court, board
or commission, to defend or maintain his or her official position,
or because of some act arising out of the performance of that offi-
cial’s official duties, and that official has prevailed in such pro-
ceeding, or the council has ordered the proceeding discontinued,
the council may provide for payment to such official such sum as
it sees fit, to reimburse the official for the expenses reasonably
incurred for costs and attorney fees.

(8) MAYOR. (a) The mayor shall be the chief executive officer.
The mayor shall take care that city ordinances and state laws are
observed and enforced and that all city officers and employees dis-
charge their duties.

(b) The mayor shall from time to time give the council such
information and recommend such measures as the mayor may
deem advantageous to the city. When present the mayor shall pre-
side at the meetings of the council.

(c) The mayor shall have the veto power as to all acts of the
council, except such as to which it is expressly or by necessary
implication otherwise provided. All such acts shall be submitted
to the mayor by the clerk and shall be in force upon approval evi-
denced by the mayor’s signature, or upon failing to approve or dis-
approve within 5 days, which fact shall be certified thereon by the
clerk. If the mayor disapproves the mayor’s objections shall be
filed with the clerk, who shall present them to the council at its
next meeting. A two—thirds vote of all the members of the council
shall then make the act effective notwithstanding the objections of
the mayor.

(d) Except in cities that have adopted s. 62.13 (6), the mayor
shall be the head of the fire and police departments, and where
there is no board of police and fire commissioners shall appoint
all police officers, and the mayor may, in any city, appoint security
personnel to serve without pay, and in case of riot or other emer-
gency, appoint as many special police officers as may be neces-
sary.

(e) The council at its first meeting subsequent to the regular
election and qualification of new members, shall after organiza-
tion, choose from its members a president, who, in the absence of
the mayor, shall preside at meetings of the council, and during the
absence or inability of the mayor shall have the power and duties
of the mayor, except that the president shall not have power to
approve an act of the council which the mayor has disapproved by
filing objections with the clerk. The president shall when so offi-
ciating be styled “Acting Mayor”.

(9) TREASURER. (a) Except as provided in s.66.0608, the trea-
surer shall collect all city, school, county, and state taxes, receive
all moneys belonging to the city or which by law are directed to
be paid to the treasurer, and pay over the money in the treasurer’s
hands according to law.

(b) The treasurer shall keep a detailed account in suitable
books in such manner as the council shall direct. The treasurer
shall keep in a separate book an account of all fees received. The
treasurer’s books shall at all reasonable times be open to inspec-
tion.

(c) The treasurer shall each month at the first meeting of the
council and as often as it shall require make to the council a veri-
fied report of moneys received and disbursed and of the condition
of the treasury. Ten days before each regular city election the trea-
surer shall file in the clerk’s office a full and minute verified report
of moneys received and disbursed, tax certificates, vouchers and
other things of pecuniary value in the treasurer’s custody, and of
all transactions of the treasurer’s office from the date of the pre-
ceding like report.

(d) The treasurer may receive no compensation except the
salary fixed by the council. If the treasurer sells property for the
payment of taxes, the treasurer may also receive any fee a consta-
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ble would receive for this service. The treasurer shall deposit all
other fees he or she collects into the treasury at the end of each day.

(e) Except as provided in s. 66.0608, the treasurer shall deposit
immediately upon receipt thereof the funds of the city in the name
of the city in the public depository designated by the council. Such
deposit may be in either a demand deposit or in a time deposit,
maturing in not more than one year. Failure to comply with the
provisions hereof shall be prima facie grounds for removal from
office. When the money is so deposited, the treasurer and the trea-
surer’s bonders shall not be liable for such losses as are defined by
s. 34.01 (2). The interest arising therefrom shall be paid into the
city treasury.

(f) The treasurer may in writing, filed in the office of the clerk,
appoint a deputy who shall act under the treasurer’s direction and
in the treasurer’s absence or disability, or in case of a vacancy shall
perform the treasurer’s duties. The deputy shall receive such com-
pensation as the council shall provide. The acts of such deputy
shall be covered by official bond as the council shall direct.

(10) ComPTROLLER. (a) The comptroller shall monthly report
in writing to the council at its first meeting the condition of out-
standing contracts and of each of the city funds and claims payable
therefrom, and shall each year on or before October first file with
the clerk a detailed statement of the receipts and disbursements on
account of each fund of the city and of each aldermanic district or
other financial district during the preceding fiscal year, specifying
the source of each receipt and the object of each disbursement, and
also an estimate of the receipts and disbursements for the current
fiscal year.

(b) The comptroller shall each month and as often as reported
examine the treasurer’s accounts as reported and as kept, and
attach thereto a report to the council as to their correctness and as
to any violation by the treasurer of the treasurer’s duty in the man-
ner of keeping accounts or disbursing moneys.

(