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CHAPTER 758
JUDICIAL BRANCH AGENCIES AND COMMITTEES

758.01 Statelaw library, 758.171 Judicial conference: uniform citation.
758.02 Exchanges. 758.18 Judicial conference: standard court forms.
758.13 Judicial council. 758.19 Director of state courts.

758.01 State law library. (1) The supreme court shall main council’s judgment, simplify procedure arngtomote a speedy
tain a state law library for the use ofioérs and employees of this determinatiorof litigation upon its merits.

state,attorneys and the public. The supreme court may promul (b) Survey and study theganization, jurisdiction and meth
gateand enforce rules governing the aé¢he library and appoint ods of administration and operation of all the courts of this state.
andfix the compensation of a librarian and sucH sisifs neces (d) Receive, consider and in its discretion investigagges

saryto operate the library _ tions from any source pertaining to the administratiojustice
(2) Thesupreme court may establighd chage fees for pho andto make recommendations.

tocopying, microfilm copying, books, generation of copies of (o) Keep advised concerning the decisions of the courts relat

documentdrom optical disk or electronic storage, computer sef, ; ; ; ;

: - . ; g to theprocedure and practice therein and concerning pending
vicesand other services provided by the state law libréhe fees |oqiqjationaffecting the oganizationjurisdiction, operation, pro
aresubject to the cost limitations under $8.35 (3)and20.908 cedureand practice of the courts.

History: 1971 c. 152s.7, 40; 1971 c.254ss.1, 2, 4 to 16; Stats. 1971 s. 257.01; . . )
1977c. 291977 c. 18%.97; Stats. 1977 s. 758.01; Sup. Ct. Oredr 1-1-80;1983 () Recommend to the legislature any changes in tlenara-

a.27,538 1991 a. 391995 a. 27 tion, jurisdiction, operation and methods of conducting the-busi
nessof the courts, including statutes governing pleading, practice,

758.02 Exchanges. The state law librarian may fe€t procedureand related matters, which cha put into efect only
exchangesof official documents listed in $35.84 with law  py |egislative action.

libraries of other states and foreign governments.

History: 1985 a, 29 (g) Recommend to the supreme court, legislaturegamdrnor

any changes in the ganization, operation and methods of -con
758.13 Judicial council. (1) MEMBERSHIP; APPOINTMENT: ductingthe business of the courts that witiprove the diciency

Terms. (a) There is created a judicial council of 21 members &8defiectiveness of the court system and result in cost savings.
follows: (3) OraanizaTION. (a) The council shall elect a chairperson

1. One supreme court justidesignated by the supreme court"?Ind vice chairperson.

: : (b) The council may promulgate and modify rules for the con
appzeélsf)ne court of appeals judge designated by the Courtcﬂjctof its proceedings in the exercise of its powers. The council

. . . may meet at such time and place as it determines but at least once
3. The director of state courts or his or her designee.  eyery3 months. It shall meet upon calltbé chairperson or a call
4. Four circuit judges designated by the judicial conferencsignedby 5 members of the council. Eleven members shall eonsti
5. The chairpersons of the senate and the assembly comtnie a quorum.

teesdealing with judicial ghirs or a member of each such com  (c) The council may appoint regular and special committees

mittee designated by the respective chairperson. of its members to investigate areport upon any matters relating
6. The attorney general or his or her designee. to its duties. The council or any committee thereof when so-autho
7. The chief of the legislative reference bureau or his or H&edby the council impowered to hold public hearings at such
designee. times and places within the state as may be determined. Any

8. The deans of the law schools of the Universitwisiconsin  memberof the council or any committee thereof shall have the
and Marquette Universityor a member of the respective lawPCVerto administer oaths to persons testifying before the council
schoolfaculties designated by the deans or committee. By subpoena issued over the signature of its chair
) - . personor acting chairperson and served in the manner in which
9. The state public defender or his or her designee. circuit court subpoenas are served, the council or any committee
10. The president-elect of the State Bar dstiinsin or a when authorized by the council, may summand compel the
memberof the board of governors of the state bar designated iyendancef witnesses. If any witnesses subpoenaed to appear

the president-elect. beforethe council or committee thereof refuse to appear or answer
11. Three additional members of the state bar selected by thguiries propounded, the counair committee shall report the
statebar to serve 3-year terms. factsto the circuit court of Dane County and the court shall compel
12. One district attorney appointed by the governor obedienceo the subpoena.
13. Two citizens at lage appointed by the governor to serve (€) The council may call upon any department of the state or
3-yearterms. any county or municipality thereof or any court for such facilities

and data as may be available, asuch departments, counties,

fied to the secretary of state by the judicial couattbrney Mem municipalitiesand courts shall cooperate with the councihi®
bersshall hold ofice until their successors have been selectelfllestextent. .
Membersshall receive no compensation, but shall be reimbursed(f) The council may make suchportsas it deems proper or
from the appropriation made by20.670 (1)for expenseseces asare requested by the Ieglslature or thg supreme court. The coun
sarily incurred by members in attending council meetings.  cil may publish such reports as it considers necessary

(2) PowERsAND DUTIES. The council shall: (9) 1. In this paragraph: -

(a) Observe and study the rulgispleading, practice and prece @ “Candidate” has the meaning given idls01 (1)
dure,and advise the supreme court as to changes which will, in the b. “Contribution” has the meaning given inl%.01 (6)

(b) The names of the judicial council members shalidot-
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c. “Local ofice” has the meaning given ins.02 (9) secretaryof administration shall credit all moneys collected under
d. “State dfice” has the meaning give in5.02 (23) this subsection to the appropriation accaumder s20.680 (2) (j)

2. The judicial council may appoint outside of the classified (5) (&) In this subsection, “circuit court costs” means one or
servicean attorneywho is a member in good standing of the Staforeof the following costs:

Bar of Wisconsin, yvhq shall be str!ctly nonpartisand who shall 1. Juror fees under 59.64 (1) (g)
not make a contribution ta candidate for statefide or local 2. Fees for expert witnesses called by the guardian ad litem
office while employed by the judicial council, to provide Bt&+  unders.767.407 (6)f either or both parties are unable to pay those
vicesto the council. fees.

History: 1971 c. 254s.1, 2, 41016; Stats. 1971 s. 257.18975 c. 39199, 1977 :
c. 187587 1977 . 325448 Stats. 1977 s 758.13: Sup. Ct. Orderws. 2 xii 3. Witness fees set underé&il4.67 (1) (b) land(c) for wit-

(1979);1983 a. 3771989 a. 311995 a. 272001 a. 1032005 a. 1492007 a. 20  nhessexalled by the circuit court on its own motion or calbsd
or subpoenaed at the requekta district attorneythe state public
758.171 Judicial conference: uniform citation. The defenderr a private attorney appointed unde9a7.08 Nothing
judicial conference shall adopt a uniform citation form for ase in this subdivision décts the determination of who is obligated
authorizedunders. 968.085 A duly authenticated copy of thisto pay for fees set under&14.67 (1) (b) land(c) for witnesses
form shall be furnished to the secretafistate and kept on file in calledby, or subpoenaed at the request of the state public defender
his or her ofice. The secretary of state shall transmit a copy of thig a private attorney appointed unde®87.08
form to the clerks of circuit court. 4m. Fees for expert witnessappointed under £07.06by
History: 1983 a. 433 the circuit court on its own motion or by the circuit court at the
o requestof the district attorneythe state public defender or a-pri
758.18 Judicial conference: standard court forms. yate attorney appointed under $77.080r by the circuit court
(1) Thejudicial conference shall adopt standard court forms fefonagreement of the district attorneiye state public defender
use by parties and courffiefals in all civil and criminal actions or a private attorney appointed unde®%7.08 Nothing in this
andproceedings itthe circuit court as provided in §07.001 (1) subdivision afiects the determination of who is obligatedpay
and971.025 (1) If an applicable court form has been adopteféesfor an expert witness appointed unde®G7.06

undersub.(2), that form may be used in lieu of the standard court 5 Fees for witnesses or expert witnesses subpoenaed by the
form. . ~_circuit court at the request of the district attorreyroner or megli
(2) At the request of the directof state courts, the judicial cal examiner under £79.06 (1)and(2).

conferencemay adopt forms created for voluntary use by self- g ga1ary and fringe benefits for judicial assistants for circuit
representeditigants inthe circuit court. The judicial Conferencecourtjudges.

shall |dent|f_y V\{h_'Ch forms are intended for VOlumary use. 8. Any other circulit court costs, except costs related to-court

(3) Thejudicial conference may adopt translations of formg, oy security including security personnel, andsts related to
adoptedunder subs(1) and(2). The judicial conference shall \onyt ytilities, maintenance, rehabilitation and constructioairef
identify the forms to be translated and the languages to be usggi court facilities.

History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd®8-01, 228 Wis. 2d xiii (2000); Sup. Ct. Order No. . .
05-02 2005 WI 41, 278 \. 2d xxxv; Sup. Ct. Order N95-04 2005 W1 44, 278 (@am) The directoiof state courts may create a uniform chart of

Wis. 2d xxxix. . accountghat eacttounty shall be required to use for the recording
Court Orders Use of Standard Court Forms. Nispeb. Ww Dec. 1999. of all financial transactions relating to tiperation of circuit

. . courtsand may audit the information submitted under (@gr If
758.19 Director of state courts. (1) The director obtate 4 girector of state courts decides to create a uniform chart of
courts shall be included within thei$&onsin retirement system

. ) o A accountshe or sheshall consult with the department of revenue
andch. 40 applies to the director asapplies to justices of the regarding the creation of that chart.

supremecourt. - .
) . (b) From the appropriation under2§.625 (1) (d)the director
(2) (a) The director may establish and geafees for the pro ¢ “state courts shall make payments to counties totaling

vision of services or sale of documents concerning any of the fgg 369 goawithin 30 days after Octob@9, 1999, and on every

lowing: July 1 and January 1 thereaftemichthe director of state courts

1. Uniform court forms. shall distribute as follows:

2. Computer generated special repaftgourt information 1. For each circuit court branch in the cou$y2,275.

: . In addition to the payment under sulbd for each county

data _ 2. In addition to th t under subd h count

3. Photocopies. with one or less circuit court branches, $5,00h&1995-96 fis

4. Pamphlets. cal year and $10,000 in each fiscal year thereafter

(b) The fees are subject to the cost limitations under9s35 3. In addition to the payment under sulbdlfor each county
(3) and20.908 with more than one circuit court branch, a payment equal to the

(4) Thedirector of stateourts may develop, promote, coerdi county’s proportion of the state population times the amount
nateand implement circuit court automated information systerf@mainingafter the payments are made under subdand?2.
thatare compatible amongpunties using the moneys apprepri () For those counties that share the services of one or more
atedunder s20.680 (2) (j) If the director of state countsovides ~circuit court branches, the director of state courts shall annually
funding to counties as padf the development and implementadeterminethe proportional share of that circaivurt branch for
tion of this system, the director of state courts may provide-furg@chcounty based on the circuit court branch dase in each
ing to counties with 1 or 2 circuit court judges fammicomputer county.
systemonly up to the level of funding that would have been pro (d) Except as provideih par (e), no action is required of and
vided had the county implemented a microcomputer system. o condition may be imposed on a county to receive a payment
thosecounties withl or 2 circuit court judges, any costs incurredinderpatr (b), includingapplying for submitting information in
to implement a minicomputer system not fundedler this sub connectionwith, entering into a memorandum of understanding
sectionshall be paidy the county Those counties may use thatoncerningor making any other agreememgarding the pay
minicomputersystemfor county management information needsnent. Except as provided in pa(§) and(g), the director of state
in addition tothe circuit court automated information system useourtsmay not withhold payment under pér) to a county

(4m) The director of state courts may establish ahdge (e) No later than May 15, 2009, and no later than May 15 of
feesfor electronic filing of court documents under the circuit cougachyearthereaftereach county shall submit to the director of
automatednformation systems createshder this section. The statecourts, in gormat that is established by the director of state
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courts,and in a manner that comports with the uniform chart of a. The amount determined by dividing the number of circuit
accountsunderpar (am), information regarding the amount ofcourtbranches in the county by the total number of circuit court
actualcircuit court costs that the county incurred in the previodsanchesn the state and multiplying that result by one-third of the
calendaryear and revenues collected or received by the circtital amount to be paid under péb).

courtin the previous calendar year b. The amount determined ljviding the judicial need for
(f) A county that fails to meet the requirements under(par the county by the total judicial need for all countiestiis state and

is not eligible for gpayment under pagb) for one fiscal yearas multiplying that result by one-third of the total amount to be paid

definedin s.237.01 (3) after the May 15 that the information wasunderpat (b).

not provided, or until thenformation is provided, whicheveris - The amount determined by dividing the amount of court

earlier. Except as provided in this paragraph and(garthe infor  gyhnort services fees ced and collected in the county in the

mation regarding the amount of actual costs reported U”d@parpreviouscalendar year by the totaimount of court support ser

doesnot afect the amount paid to a county under. (iax vicesfees chaged and collected in the state in the previous ealen
(9) Beginning with the submittal of information under.gg&)  dar year and multiplyingthat result by one-third of the total

onJuly 1, 1995, if the director of state courts determines, basedg@fountto be paid under pag).

the information submitted under pde), thatthe payment made 4y Annually no laterthan May 15, each county shall submit

to a county undepar (b) for any calendar year exceeds the circujf, we director of state courts, in a format that the directstané

courtcosts incurred by the county for that calendar,ythardiree courtsestablishes, all of the following:

tor of state courts shall deduct thefeliEnce from the next pay . ; .
mentunder par(b) made to that county after the directateter 1. The total cost of guardian ad litem compensation that the

mination. The diference shall be apportioned as provided in pgPuntyincurredunder chs4s, 54, 55, 767, and938and ch380,

(c) among the other counties for payment under (prto the 2003stats., in the previous calendar year

othercounties on that payment date. For purpagehis para 2. The total guardian ad litem compensation that the county
graph,the director of state courts shall treat the period beginniitially paid under chel8, 54,55, 767, and938and ch880, 2003

on August13, 1993, and ending on December 31, 1994, as a calgfats.,and that was recover@uthe previous calendar year by the
daryear and determine from the information submitted under paountyfrom another responsible person.

(e)on July 1, 1994, and July 1, 1995, whether the payment to &e) 1. No county may receiapayment under subl.or par
countyunder par(b) on January 1, 1994, exceets circuit court (b) that results irthe county receiving more than the total cost of
costsincurred by the county for the period beginningfargust  guardianad litem compensation that the county incureeu

13, 1993, and ending on December 31, 1994. reportedto the director of state courts under. ) 1.

(h) Thedirector of state courts shall establish a description of 2. After calculating the payment amount for each county
the qualifications and duties of an individual who is a judiciainderpar (c) 2, the director of state courts shall distribute any
assistantor purposes of this subsection. Nothing in this subsegoneyremaining, after deducting the amount to be paid under par
tion requires a county to emploto incur costs for salary and p) to those counties that reported as required undefd)and
fringe benefits fororto expend payments received undert (Br hosepayment amount under pés) is less than the total cost of
for se_llary and fringe benefits fojudicial assistants for circuit guardianad litem compensation that the county incureeul
courtjudges. reportedto the director of state courts under.jpdy 1. The addi

(i) The directorof state courts shall compile the informatioriional amount distributed to a county under this subdivistedl
reportedunder par(e) and, by October 1 annuallgubmit that be determinedby using the procedures under.faj 2, except
informationto the legislature under13.172 (2)and to the gover thatthe sum to be used the multiplication shall be the money
nor. remainingafter deducting the amount to be paid under (br

(6) (a) In this subsection, “guardian ad litem costs” means tliee moneyto be distributed under this subdivision shall be added
costsof guardian ad litem compensation that a county incuisthe amount to be paid under gé) and made as a single pay
underch.48, 54, 55, 767, or 938 or ch.880, 2003 stats., that the mentto each county on July 1.

countyhas final legal responsibility to pagr that the county is  (7) The director of state courts shall adopt, revise biennially
unable to recover from another person and that does not excggdlsubmit to the cochairpersons of the joint committee on-infor
the per hour rate established for time spent in court by privaigation policy and technologythe governor and the secretary of
attorneysunder s977.08 (4m) (k) administration, no later than September 15 of each even-
(b) From the appropriation under28.625 (1) (g)the director numberedyear a strategic plan for the utilization of information
of state courts, beginning on July 1, 1995, shall annually on J#¢hnologyto carry out the functionsf the courts and judicial
1 pay the countyg share, as determined under. fgr of the total branchagencies, as defined in1€.70 (5) The plan shakddress
appropriatiorunder s20.625 (1) (e}o defray a countg'guardian the business needs tfe courts and judicial branch agencies and
adlitem costs. The payment shall be made only to those countigall identify all resources relating to information technology
that submit the information required under. gdy by the preced  which the courts and judicial branch agencies desire to acquire,
ing May 15. contingentuponfunding availability the priority for such acquisi
(c) 1. In this paragraph: tions and the justification for suchcquisitions. The plan shall
a. “Court support services fee” means the fee und&485 alsoidentify any changes in the functioning of twirts and judi

b. “Judicial need” means the need for a circuit judge, ealcfid! branch agencies under the plan.
latedunder the weighted caseload formula, based on case filingd8) (&) From the appropriations unde£8.625 (1) (cpnd(k),
in the previous calendar year for those types of cases which #i@director ofstate courts shall reimburse counties up to 4 times
directorof state courts determines are likely to involve significag@achyear for the actual expenses paid for interpreters required by
guardianad litem costs. circuit courts to assigpersons with limited English proficiency

c. “Weighted caseload formula” means the formula utilizéghder $885.38 (8) (a) 1.The amount of the maximum hourly
by the director of stateourts to assist in determining the compard€imbursementor court interpreters shall be as follows:
tive need for circuit court judges in this state, based on the number 1. Forty dollars for théirst hour and $20 for each additional
of cases filed in a given year and the judicial time needed to po5 hourfor qualified interpreters certified under the requirements

cessthe cases. andprocedures approved by the supreme court.
2. The amount paid to each county unplar (b) shall be the 2. Thirty dollars for the first hour and $15 for each additional
sumof the following amounts: 0.5 hour for qualified interpreters, as defined i885.38 (1)(c).
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(b) To receivereimbursement under pda), a county must the judge hagyood cause for declining to serve, the director of
submit, on forms provided by the director state courts, an statecourts shall accept from the judge a written communication
accountingof the amount paid for expenses related to courtintesettingforth the reasons why the judge cannatosuld not serve
pretersthat are eligiblefor reimbursement under pga). The andthe judge shall then be excused from service. Upon receipt of
forms must include expenses for the preceding 3-mpetiod  the communication, the director shall notify the chief justice and

andmust be submitted within 90 days after that 3-month perigge vacancy shall then be filled as provided in1&60 (2)and
hasended. The director of state courts may not reimburse a county 20 (1),

for any expenses related to court interpretieas are submitted  pisiory: 1971 ¢. 254s.1, 2, 41016; Stats. 1971 s. 257.19975 ¢. 37189, 199
afterthe 90—day period has ended. Reimbursement undéapari977c. 29 1977 c. 18%s.97, 135 1977 c. 305.64; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s.

first applies to court interpreter expenses incurred on July 1, 20088, 19;Sup. Ct. Orde88 Ws. 2d xiii (1979);1981 c. 961983 a. 271985 a. 29340
i ; Is iudae | inted t 9a. 311991 a. 3239, 1993 a. 16206, 437, 491; 1995 a. 2777, 201, 225 417
(9) If a court of appeals judge is appointed to serve as a MEy7 257 237 1999 a. 929, 2001 a. 162003 a. 33139, 2005 a. 3872005 a. 443

ber of the governmental accountability candidate committee agndss 2007 a. 120; 2009 a. 282011 a. 32
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