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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LA W

SUBCHAPTERI 342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain records.
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 342.16 Transfer to or from dealer
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.17  Involuntary transfers. 3
342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.19 Perfection of security interests. o
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.

342.06 Application for certificate of title. gi%gg Rggi(;ir?qrér?{%?tis%réSrfit‘;;/eiﬁ?éirtgsitmereﬁ.
342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. 342.22 Release of security interest.

342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. )
- 342.23 Secured partg and ownes duties.
342.08 - Department to examine records. 342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.

342.09 When department to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance 855545 Electronic processing of certain applications

records. o . 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.10  Contentsof certificate of title. = ) 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. SUBCHAPTER IlI
342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. ANTI=THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
342.14 Fees. 342.30 Identification numbers.
SUBCHAPTER Il 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
TRANSFER OF TITLE 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
SUBCHAPTERI 342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner
of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE vehicle is operated on any highway of this state, shadlke

applicationfor certificate of title fothe vehicle under the follow

342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and Ng circumstances:
phraseddefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in this (a) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she shall
chapterunless a dferent definition is specifically provided. makeapplication under 842.15

(2) In this chapter: (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without

(ac) “Automated format,” with respect to any documentholdinga valid certificate of title previously issued to tbhatner
record,or other information, includes that document, record, by the department for the vehicle, bieshe shall at the same time
otherinformation generated or maintained in an electronic or digipply for a certificate of title.
tal form or medium. (2) Exceptas provided in suli3), an applicans eligibility for

(ag) “Deliver” includes electronic transmission. acertificate oftitle is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.

(am) “Leasingcompany” means any lessor who, within thdf the applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre
precedingl?2 months, has leas&dor more vehicles for a period viously issued to the applicant by the department for the vehicle,

of at least 4 months. thatis prima facie evidencef ownership of the vehicle and the
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has trapplicantneed not apply for a new certificate of title applica
eledin miles. tion for registration.
(c) “Transfer” means to change ownership by purchase, gift or(3) This section does not apply in a situatimhere the law
any other means. expresslyauthorizes registration of a vehicle in the name of a per
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 272009 a. 28 sonother than the owner or where the law expressly authorizes

registrationwithout a certificate of title.

(4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a
(1) A lien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of Se\{ghiclefor which a certificate of title is required without such-cer
vices or mate%ials fo?/the vehicle PP tificate having been issued or applied for or atlyer person who

. . ’ . . operates vehicle for which a certificate of title is requirkdpw-

(2) A lien given by statute to the United States, this state or a}ﬂ% that the certificate of title has not been issued or apfsied
political subdivision of this state. - may be required to forfeit not more than $200cétificate is con

(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufacturgfieredto havebeen applied for when the application accompa
or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be governgdq py the required fee has been delivered to the department or
by the applicable provisions of ch09. depositedin the mail properly addressed and with postage pre

342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. Not- paid. . .
withstandings.401.201 (2) (tpr ch.409, a transaction involving __(5) Unlessotherwise authorized byile of the department, a
amotorvehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a condition@Pnresidenbwner of a vehicle that is not subjectrégistration
saleor a security interest merely because it includes a provisighihis state may not apply for a certificate of title under this-chap
that permits or requires the rental pritebe adjusted under theter unless the vehicle is subject to a security intevescept as
agreemenby reference to the amount realized upon the saleRPvidedin s.342.16 (1) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
otherdisposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer ~ Of this section, a nonresident mpyrchase temporary operation
History: 1991 a. 1482009 a. 320 platesunder s341.09 (4) Any temporary operation permit or

342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. This
chapterdoes not apply to or fafct:
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plateissued under 841.09shallnot be considered registration ofnumberexists, the department shall assign a new identification
the vehicle for purposes of this subsection. numberfor the vehicle under 842.30 (1m)

o hetory: oL c. 2781977 C. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 2731981 c. 1501987 (g) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last pre
' - ' viously registered in another jurisdiction, the applicant stoal

nish any certificate of ownership issued by the ofesdiction

gRda statement pertaining to the title history and ownership of

aform or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall Bechmotor vehicle, such statemeintbe in the form the depart

accompaniedby the requiredee and any applicable taxes. Infor Mentprescribes.

mationobtained by the department under thibsection shallbe  (h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle

provided to the department of revenue for the purposgs intendsto utilize that vehicle as a taxicab or for public transporta

administeringstate taxes and collectinigbt. Each application for tion, the applicant shall state that fact in the application. If the

certificateof title shall include the following information: applicantknows that thevehicle has previously been used as a
NOTE: Sub. (1) (intro.) is affected by2005 Wis. Acts 25and59. The 2 treat-  taxicabor for public transportation and that fact is not noted on the

mentsare mutually inconsistent. Sub(1) (intro.) is shown as affected by the last ifi i i i i i
enactedact, 2005 Wis. Act 50 As affected by2005 Ws. Act 25 it oads: old certificate of title, the applicarshall state in the application

(1) An application for a certificate of title shall be made to the department thatthe vehicle has previously been so used.
upon a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be accompa (hm) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle

nied by the required fee and any applicable taxes. The department shallgpride  ; il f f f
the information it obtains under this subsection tathe department of revenue for intendsto utilize that vehicle aa pollce vehicle by a law enforce

the sole purpose of administering state taxes. Each application for certificate of mentagenpythe applicant shall state that fm'the_ application.
title shall include the following information: If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously bsed

(@) The name and address of the owner asa police vehicle by a law enforcement agency and that fact is

(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, identificatiofot hoted on theld certificate of title, the applicant shall state in
numberand any other information or documentation that tH8€ application that the vehicle has previously been so used.
departmentmay reasonably require faroper identification of (hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damagezblby
the vehicle or for determination of the mileage of the vehéde sionor other occurrence the extent that the estimated or actual
disclosedby prior transferors. cost,whichever is greateof repairing the vehicle exceeds 30%

(c) The date of purchase by theplicant, the name and addressf its fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upen pay
of the person from whorthe vehicle was acquired and the namd®entof an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in the
andaddresses of any secured parties in the order of their prior@tpplication. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been-rans

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the fir%ﬁ"e_dto an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that
time, the signature of a deakauthorizedo sell that new vehicle, actis not noted on _the old certlflcat_e of title, the appllcant shall
thetotal of the number dires normally used on the vehicle duringtatein the application that the vehicle has previously been so
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tifsferred. This paragraph does not apply to salvage vehicles.
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and ti@nufactur (i) The information required under&5.103 (2)
er'sdocument of origin. The document of origin shall contain the (j) For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
informationspecified by the department. the certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the
(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonab8pplicantor, if applicable, the manufactutsrdocument of origin;
berequired by the department to enablitletermine whether the mileage disclosure statement required und8d2.155 (1)
the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence and,if applicable, the power of attorney required unteitUSC
nonexistencef security interests in the vehicle. 1988or rules of the department.

(eg) Except as provided in pgeh), if the applicant is an indi (k) If the vehicle is arautomobile, station wagon or motor
vidual, the social security number tife applicant. The depart truck having a registered weight of 8,000 pounds or less and-a tem
mentof transportation may not disclose a social secanityber porary operation plate has been issifed the vehicle under s.
obtainedunder this paragraph to apgrson except to the depart 341.09(2m) (a) 1. b.or 2., the registration number of the tempo
mentof children and families fathe sole purpose of administer rary operation plate.
ing s.49.22 to the department of workforce development for the (117) On the formor in the automated format for application
sole purpose of enforcing or administeringl®8.22 and tothe  for 5 certificate of title, thelepartment may show the fee under s.
departmentof revenue for the purposes of administering Staﬁ2.14(3m)separately from the fee undeB42.14 (1)or (3).
taxesand collecting debt. . .

(2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an

(eh) If the applicant does not have a social security nuraber, ,jicationfor a certificate of title is guilty of a Class H felon
statemenimade or subscribed under oath dirafation that the ppicat wrcate ortie | guty ) . y
(3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for

applicantdoes not have a social security numbre form of the ' . ? ) . ;
statemenshall be prescribed e department of children angPuPlic transportation who fails to state such intent in the applica
tion for certificate of title or any person who faits furnish any

families. A certificate of title that is issuad reliance on a state inf " h h . f
ment submitted under this paragraph is invalid if the statemen@jg€rinformation required by subl) (h) may be required to fer
false. eit not more than $1,000.

. . . History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 10,
(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be requireds 1991 a. 39269309, 316 1993 a. 63159, 165 490, 1997 a. 27191, 283 1999
by the department to enable it to determine whether any of the 80, 88,2001 a. 1092005 a. 2559; 2007 a. 20138 2013 a. 36

informationspecified in $342.10 (3) (cfo (h) may be applicable ~ Cross-refernce: See also chdrans 156nd157, Wis. adm. code.
to the vehicle A violation of sub. (2) does not require that the pergba makes the false state
B . i mentmust submit the application and is not limited to false statements made by an
() If the identification number of the vehicle has beempplicant. State vWilliams, 156 Ws. 2d 296456 N.W2d 864(Ct. App. 1990).

removed obliterated or altered, or if the original casting has been

replacedor if the vehicle has ndteen numbered by the manufac342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of
turer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. If tha salvage vehicle that is not currentifed as a salvage vehicle
identification number of the vehicleas originally based on an shall,promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
enginenumber and the engine number is no longer pertingheto apply for asalvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the
vehicle because of subsequeehgine changes and no othedepartmentthe properly assigned certificate of title under s.
manufacturer’sdentification numberchassisnumber or serial 342.15(1) (c) or other evidence of ownership, the applicant’
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statement that the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application fo1) Beforeissuing a certificate of title for a vehicle lastpre
a salvage certificate of title and the required fee. viously registered in another jurisdiction.
(b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled (2) Upon receipt of an application for a certificate of title
asa salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle cehowinga transfer of ownership of a vehicle.
tificate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of History: 1973 c. 1691977 c. 2%.1654 (7) () 1987 a. 3492003 a. 184
title for the vehicle or othevidence of ownership, the applicant’ Cross-reference: See also chilrans 196Wis. adm. code.
statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for ] B
asalvage certificate of title and the required fee. paimgraph 342.09 When department to issue certificate and to
doesnot apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salv&ﬁ'@m; maintenance of records. (1) (a) Thedepartment
vehicle purchaser subject to the requirements of (@ar S aII.maintagin a record of egch applica.tion for pertificate of title
(c) If the interest of an owner mvehicle that is titled in this eceivedoy it and, when satisfied as to its genuinenessegul
stateis not transferred upon paymesftan insurance claim that, 1arity and that the applicant estitled to the issuance of a certif
including any deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair marl@teof title, shall issue and, except as provided in(pardeliver
value of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 38 certificate to the owner of the vehicle.
daysof payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in (b) If there is a perfected security interest in a vehicle, the
writing of the claim payment and thiie vehicle meets the statu departmenshall deliver the certificate of title to the secured party
tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in the manner and form preavingthe primary perfected security interest in the vehicle.

scribed by the department. (2) Thedepartment shall maintain a record of all applications
(2) Upon notification from an insurer under sufi) (c), the andall certificates of title issued by it:
fhathe or she 1 required 1 apply for a salvage vehicle certiicate ) According to tite number
; b) According to engine or identification number
of title under sub(1) (b). (
(3) Upon com(pli)a(nge with the requirements of s(b), the © Alphabeticallyaccording.to name of owner )
departmenshall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for the (d) In any other manner which the department determines to
vehicle. Thecertificate shall include the words “This is a salvage desirable.

vehicle”. (3) Thedepartment shall chge a fee ohot less than $2 for
(4) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates conductinga file search of vehicle title records.
sub.(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (4) (a) The department may maintany certificate of title or
(b) Any person who violates sufi) with intent to defraud is otherinformation required to be maintained under this sedtion
guilty of a Class H felony anautomated format and magnsider any record maintained in
History: 1993 a. 63.5, 6, 11; 1997 a. 2832001 a. 109 an automated format under this paragraph taheeoriginal and

controlling record, notwithstanding the existence of any printed
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica- versionof the same record.

tion for registration of and a new certificatetitle for a repaired () Records maintained by tepartmentinder this section
salvagevehicle must be accompanied by all of the following: grethe oficial vehicle title records.

(@) The required fees. History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1979 c. 2211989a. 31 2009 a. 282011 a.

(b) A properly assigned salvage certificate of title or a propeﬁ‘% _ )
assignectertificate of title by a dealer under32.16 (1) (afor Cross-reference: See also chsrans 157nd195 Wis. adm. code.

the vehicle. . 342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Eachcertifi-
(c) Any other transfer document required by.law cateof title issued by the department shall contain:
(d) The certificate of inspection under s(#. (@) The name and address of the owner

(2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not be registered or be(b) The names of any secured parties in the order of prasity

issueda new certificate of fitle until an inspector authorized by thg,o\wnon the application oif the application is based on another
departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules prosgificateof title. as shown on such certificate.

mulgatedby the dgpartment. . . (bm) Notwithstanding s342.02 (2) if the applicant is named
h(a% EO d_eltermgne_whdeth(:; the vehidtethe sa?‘e vehicle for i, 5 statewide support lien docket provideler s49.854 (2) (b)
which the t't? submitted under sufi) Wa_s ISSued; . a notation stating “Per section 49.854 (2) of thisénsin Stat
(b) To verify the source and ownership of the major parts ajgks, the state of tonsinhasa lien on this vehicle for unpaid
componentsised to recondition the vehicle; and support.”

(c) To determine whether the vehicleiiscompliance with (c) The title number assigned to the vehicle.

safetyequipment requirements. - S . . .
: (d) A description of the vehicle, including make and identifica
(3) (a) The applicant shall payfee of $80 to the departmentjon numbey except that if the vehicle wdast registered in
for the examination in sul2). . anotherjurisdiction the make and model contained indbifi-
(b) If the examination is conducted by an inspector employgglte shall be the make and model contained in the last certificate
by a city village, town or county75% of the fee paid undpat  of title issued by the other jurisdiction.
(a) shall be credited to the appropriation und@0s395 (5Xch) (dm) The mileagedisclosure statement required under s.

andthe city village, town or county employing the inspeciball 342.155 and an : e -
i - b . y notations or qualifying statemeetplaining
bereimbursed this amount from that appropriation. the odometer reading specified by the department by rule.

(4) If the vehicle passes the examinationsimb. (2), the : ;
inspectorshall provide the applicant with an inspection (:ertificatge () Any other data which the department deems pertinent and

showingthat the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. sirable. o ) .
History: 1975 c. 385421 1977 c. 23,1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 3491993 a. 16437, (2) (a) The certificateof title shall contain spaces for all of the
1999a. 9 following:

Cross-ref : See also chrans 149Wis. adm. code. . .
foss-reference: See also cfilrans 149Wis. adm. code 1. Assignment and warranty of title by the owner

342.08 Department to examine records. The department 2. The mileage disclosure statement required B#2.155
shall checkthe application for a certificate of title against records 3. Reassignment amdarrantyof title by a dealer or whole
of stolen vehicles: saler.
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4. Any information required by the department when a motdepartmentsubject to sulf3), shall withhold issuance of a cekifi
vehicle is soldat a motor vehicle auction or motor vehicle salvageateof title until the applicant presents documents reasonably suf
pool. ficient to satisfy the department as to #pplicants ownership of

(b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for applicatidhe vehicleand that there are no undisclosed security interests in
for a certificateof title by a transferee and for the naming of &
securedpartyand the assignment or release of a security interest.(3) Notwithstandingsub.(2), the department may issue a-cer
(3) Beforeissuing a new or duplicate certificate of title for tificaﬁe of title if the applicant fulfills either of the following
motorvehicle, the department shall permanently record any of tig§juirements:
following information, if applicable, on such certificate: (&) Theapplicant is a dealer licensed underis8.0101to
(a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as-a t&48.01630r218.11and is financially responsible as substantiated
cabor for public transportation. by the lastfinancial statement on file with the licensarfinance

(b) That the vehiclavas previously licensed and used as gMpanylicensed under s4.38.090r 218.0101to 218.0163 a
police vehicle by a law enforcement agency bank organized under the laws of this state, or a national bank

(c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance Wilt(P]catedin this stgte; or . .
all federal emission and safety standards applicable at the time oft) The applicant has filed with the departmebbad in the
manufacturewhether or not the vehicle was subsequently modPr™m prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant,

fied to meet such standards, and that the vehicle is “non-U$8Rdeither accompanied by the deposit of cash with the department
standard”. or executedby a person authorized to conduct a surety business

. : in this state. The bond shall be in an amount equal to one and one-
(d) That the vehl_cle was a flood damaged vehicle. .. _half times the value of the vehicle as determined bgépartment
(¢) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehiclegnq conditioned tandemnify any prior owner and secured party
() That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle. and anysubsequernpurchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring
(9) That the vehiclavas transferred to an insurer upon-payany security interest in it, and their respective successonsen
mentof an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply-to s8t, against any expense, loss or damage, including reasonable
vagevehicles. attorneyfees, by reason of the issuance of the certificate of title for
(h) That the vehicle was a hail-damaged vehicle. This pathe vehicle or on account of any defectoinundisclosed security
graphdoes not apply to a hail-damaged vehicle that was repaifetgrestupon the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to

with any replacement part, as defined i632.38 (1) (e) the vehicle. Any such interested person has a right of action to
(5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima faci§coveron the bondor any breach of its conditions, but the aggre
evidenceof the facts appearing on it. gate liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the

amountof the bond. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it,
hallbe returned ahe end of 5 years or prior thereto if, apart from
automatedormat. sh ! e ) o 1T,
History: 1977 c. 23,1654 (7) (4)1977 c. 791987 a. 3491993 a. 63159, 491, NS Section, a certificate of title could then be issued for the
1997a. 27 191; 1999 a. 980, 186 2001 a. 1092003 a. 184 vehicle,or if the vehicle is no longer registered in this statetlad
A certificate of title is not conclusive evidence of ownership. The purpose of sgurrentlyvalid certificate of title is surrenderéal the department,

(5) is to furnish convenient evidence of vehicle ownership. National Exchange B ifi
of Fond du Lac vMann.81 Wis. 2d 352260 N.W2d 716(1977) ‘i‘ﬁ‘hl_essthe department has been notified of the pendency of an
actionto recover on the bond.

342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of History: 1973 c. 16s.6, 1977 c. 2851654 (7) (8)1991 a. 30277, 1993 a. 317
title. The department shall refuse issuance of a certificate of té% 1997 2. 199237, 1999 2. 31109 179 185 2003 a. 1842009 . 1002011 2.
if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the following
reasons: 342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. (1) If a
(1) Thedepartment has reasonable grounds to believe thagertificate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated, or destroyed, or

(a) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle ihaot becomeslliegible, the owner or persan possession of the cerifi
owner. cate,asshown by the records of the department, shall promptly

i : akeapplication for and may obtairreplacement upon furnish

(b) The appl!catlon Cont?"“s a false or fraudulent statemen'ﬂg information satisfactory to the departmeittie replacement
(2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the following: certificateof title shall contain a notatiom a form determined by
(a) If applicable, the power of attorney required uridetUSC  the department, identifying theertificate as a replacement cettifi

1988or rules of the department. catethat maybe subject to the rights of a person under the original
(b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the mileagertificate.

disclosurefrom the most recent titled owner apiall subsequent  (3) A person recovering an original certificate of title for

(6) A certificate of title may be issued by the departmeahin

nontitledowners of the vehicle. which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surréraer
(c) Any other information or documents required by law or byriginal certificate to the department.
the department pursuant to authority of law History: 1975 c. 2971977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1991 a. 2391993 a. 4752003

(3) Theapplicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibite%llsA; 2009 a. 1002011 a. 32

from applying for a certificate of title under312.16 (1) (apr(c)- 342.14 Fees. The department shall be paid the followfags:

(4) Exceptas provided in s842.05 (5)and342.16 (1) (afor (1) Forfiling an application for the first certificate of title, $62,
a certificate of title and registration for a vehicle owned by a nog\, the owner of the vehicle.

residentthe applicanis a nonresident and the issuance of a eertl (2) For the original notatiorand subsequent release of each

icate of title has not otherwise been authorizedrble of the L p ] A
; : : security interest noted upon a certificafetitle, a single fee of
department. Any temporaryoperation permit or plate |ssued%10,by the applicant.

unders.341.09shall not be considered registration of the vehic o )
for purposes of this subsection. (3) Fora certificate of title after a transfé62, by the owner

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 159 of the vehicle.
) ) " ) (3m) Uponfiling an applicatiorunder sub(l) or (3), a sup
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No plementatitle fee of $7.50 byhe owner of the vehicle, except that
certificateof title shall beissued by the department until the-outthijs fee shall be waived with respect toapplication under sub.
standingevidence of ownership is surrendered todépartment. (3) for transfer of a decedesihterest in a vehicle to his or her-sur
(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownerstipeof viving spouse or domestic partnerder ch770. The fee speei
vehicleor that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, fied under this subsection is in addition to any other fee specified
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in this section. This subsection does not applgn application the provisions of this section is not liable as owner for any-dam
for a certificate of title for a low-speed vehicle. ages thereafter resulting from operation of the vehicle.

(4) Foreach assignment of a security interest noted upon a cer(4) (a) If the vehicle being transferrésl a motorcycle or an
tificate of title, $1 by the assignee. automobileregistered under 841.270r a motor home or a motor

(5) Fora replacement certificate of title, $20, e owner of truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
the vehicle. hasa grossveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck

(7) For processing applications for certificates of title whici/Nich has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the
havea special handling request for fast service, a fee to be es@f§nershall remove the registration plates and retain and preserve
lishedby rule which shall approximate the cost to the departm @_mhfor#_s;e] on anybother V?Ih'(éle of _thte ngehtype ﬁnd gross
for providing this special handling servicegersons so request Welghtwhich may subsequently be registered in his or her name.
ing. (b) If the vehicle being transferrésla vehicle registered under

(8) Forthe reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sus-341.26ata special fee and the new owner will not be entitled to

pendedor revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title an gisterthe vehicle asuch fee, the transferor shall remove and
registrationof a vehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of #&Stroythe plates. _
sameoccurrence, payment of the fee undeB4il.36 (1)shall (c) In all other cases the transferor shall permit the ptates
applyto the reinstatement of both the registration and certificd@mainattached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if the
of title. The fee under this subsection is in addition to any othéthicle has beerunked the transferor shall remove and destroy
fee specified in this section. the plates.
2H2|itcirg8 1197§>Oc1. 93893297, 5172129%%77 %02%3315152 3116;3;17(73)5 gu)llggi/ c. gégig;g ) (5) Anydowr;]er ofa vehicl;e forfwr?iCh ?] C(lertifficlate of tg:tﬁas
C.22% C. 45 a. 2 a L a. 1999 a. eenissued, who upon transfer of the vehicle fails to ex e
2; %83313?2889‘ ?12%9371%2207]1192_9332' 9802001 a. 162003 a. 332005 a. 252007 assignmenand warranty of title required by syt), or theowner
Cross—reference: See also chfrans 196Wis. adm. code. or person in possession of such certificatétia, as shown by the
records of the department, who fails to deliver the assignment and
warrantyof title required by sul§1), may be required to forfeit not

SUBCHAPTERII morethan $500.
(5m) (a) Except as provided in pdb), any person who vio
TRANSFER OF TITLE latessub(1) (bm)may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

(b) Any person whoviolates sub(1) (bm) with intent to
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (a) If an defraudmay be fined not more than $5,000.
ownertransfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creation(6) (a) Except as provided in 842.16 any transferee of a
of a security interest, the owner shall comply with the regquireehiclewho fails to makapplication for a new certificate of title
mentsof 5.342.155and, at the time of the delivery of the vehicleimmediately upon transfer to him or her of a vehicle may be
executean assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in tiegjuiredto forfeit not more than $200. eertificate is considered
spaceprovidedtherefor on the certificate, and the owner or persao have been applied for whéme application accompanied by the
in possession of the certificate, as shown by the records of tbquiredfee has been deliveredttee department or deposited in
departmentshall cause the certificate to be mailed or delivered tiee mail properly addressed with postage prepaid.
the transferee, except that if the vehicle being transferred is a junkp) Except as provided in 342.16 any transferee ofwehicle
vehicleor has been junked, tlwsvner shall return the certificate who with intent to defraud fails to make application for a new cer
to the department in accordance witi342.34 tificate of title immediately upon transfer to him or her ofehicle
(bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle withdistlos may be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more
ing in writing to the transferewhether any of the information than 30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have been
specifiedin 5.342.10 (3)is applicable to the vehicléNo transferor appliedfor when the application accompaniedtbg required fee
shall knowingly give a false statement to a transferee in makihgsbeen delivered to ttaiepartment or deposited in the mail prop
the disclosure. The department shall prescribe the mannereity addressed with postage prepaid.
which the written disclosure shall be made and retained. (7) Any owner of a vehicle currently registered in this state
(c) If an ownertransfers his or her interest in a salvage vehicleho fails to comply with the requirements of sy#) may be
the owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehiebecute requiredto forfeit not more than $200.
anassignment and warranty of title to the transferee in the spad%stl%rgzz 33?7411 g. 4247781%2 ; 1122%%357? %%75%8 2%3-%2532 glggé ég)z(%é%q
providedtherefor on thesertificate, and the owner or person irf, > <> : y et > :
possessionf the certificate, as shown by the records of the depggr‘tla 1993 2. 63159 1995 a. 4211997 . 271999 2. 980, 2011 a. 32
ment, shall cause the certificate to be mailed or delivered to thgo 155 Mileage disclosure requirements of  transfer -

transferee. ors and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of the

(d) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) any person who holds department,no transferor mayransfer ownership of a motor
legaltitle of a vehicle with one amore other persons masfter vehiclewithout disclosing the vehicle'mileage in writing to the
Junel, 1997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subse@nsfereeby specifying the odometer reading. The disclosure
tion if legal title to the vehicle is held in the names of such persagisall state either thahe reading is known to be actual mileage, or
in the alternative, including vehicle held in a form designatingthatthe reading is not the actual mileage and should not be relied
the holder by the words “(name of one person) or (name of othgyon, or thatthe reading reflects the mileage in excess of the
person)”. designedmechanical limit.

(2) Exceptas provided in s342.16 the transferee shall, (b) The mileage disclosure statement requirader par(a)
promptly after delivery to him or her of the vehicle, execute thehallbe made in the spaces provided on the certificate of title or
applicationfor a new certificate of titlén the space provided on ona form or in an automated format authoribgdhe department.
the certificate or as the department prescribes, and deliver or n¥dik transferee shaprint his or her name on the mileage disclo
the certificate and application to the department. s#lvage surestatement, sign the statement and return a copy of the state
vehiclepurchaser shall comply with 342.065 (1) (a) mentto the transferorExcept as authorized by rule of the depart

(3) Exceptas provided in 842.16and adetween the parties, ment,no person may sign a mileage disclosure statement as both
atransfer by amwner is not déctive until the provisions of this thetransferor and transferee in the same transaction.
sectionhave been complied with. An owner who has delivered (c) The department shall promulgate rules that do all dbthe
possessiolf the vehicle to the transferee dmak complied with lowing:
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1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage disclosuB#2.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction  com-
2. ldentify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage diganies to maintain records. ~ For each motovehicle sold by
closure requirements under this subsection. a motor vehicle salvage pool or aucticempany the motor
3. Prescribe the mileage disclosure requirements applicalfliclesalvage pool or auction company shall establisfmasic
to leasing companies and their lessees. tain a record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the

4. Establish requirementelating to the creation, retentionlansierounder $342.155 Thedepartment shall specify by rule
iy ; au - 9 X heinformation that shall be included in such records and the man
and Inspection .Of mileage d|_sclosure records of PErsons WHRin which and the period @ime for which the records shall be
acquireor consign motor vehicles for resale or lease, includi

motor vehicle salvage pools and auction dealers MHaintained.
ge p u : History: 1993 a. 159

5. Establish the form content and format and procedures for
any power of attorney disclosing a vehiclehileage fopurposes 342.16 Transfer to or from dealer . (1) (a) Except as pro

of this section. videdin par (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is
6. Identify and define terms relatingttue mileage disclosure nota salvage vehicle and holds it for resalea@yuires a salvage
requirement. vehicle that is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and hdials it

(2) No transferor may knowingly make a false statemerfi€Saleor accepts a vehicfer sale on consignment, the dealer may
including providing an odometer reading that idefiént from the Nnotsubmit to the department the certificate of title or application
actua|reading on ’[he Odomelm disc|osing the Vehicls’mileage fOI’ Certlflcate Of t|t|e namlr:]g the dealer as OWDéthe Veh|C|e.
to a transferee under this section. Upon transferring the vehicle to anotiparsonthe dealer shall
immediately give the transferee on a form prescribed by the
r{jepartmena receipt for all title, registration, security interest and
salestax moneys paid to the dealer for transmittal to the depart
. . . ment when required. The dealer shallomptly execute the

(4) (a) Except as provided in pgb), any person who violates assignmenandqwarranty of title, showir?g thepni/ame and address
this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.  the transferee and of any secured party holding a security inter

(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraugktcreated or reserved at the time of the resale or sale on consign
may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not mofgent,in the spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as the
than7 years and 6 months or both is guilty of Class H felony departmenprescribes. \thin 7 business days following the sale

g'ftoﬁ_’: f1993 a 135919;37 3557283122% a. 1(?9 g or transfey the dealer shall process the application for certificate
OSSTIBIGIENCE: See &S0 chirans Lo ls. adm. code. of title, and within the next business day after procestieg
(1) Prior to applica_ti_on,the dealer shall _mail or deliv_the origir_lal application
for certificate and all associated materials required by the depart
mentto the departmentA nonresident who purchases a motor
ehiclefrom a dealer in this state may not, unless otherwise-autho

(3) No transferee, nor any other person, may aéease or
obliterateany information, including the mileage disclosure,-co
tainedon any mileage disclosure statement.

342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles.
transferringownership of any leased moteehicle, the lessor
shall notify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lessee

requiredto provide the lessor with a written disclosure specifyin db le of the d " A tificate of titl
the leased vehicle' mileage. The written notification shall 26d by rule of the department, applgr a certificate of title
includethemileage disclosure requirements applicable to the | gsuedfor the vehicle in this state unless the dealer determines that

seeunder49 CFR 580.7And rules of the department and pleaal atitle i.s necessary fprotect the.in.terests ofa sepured paiitige .
ties for failure to combly with those requirements dealeris responsible for determining whether a title and perfection

o . T of security interest is required. The dealer is liable for any dam
(2) Upon termination of the lease after writtewtification 5geqncurred by the department or any secured party for the deal

N h - > : &r’s failure to perfect a security interest which the dehtz
vehicle’smileage in writing to the lessoirhe mileage disclosure knowledgeof at the time of sale.

recordunder this section shall be signed byl#ssee and include (am) 1. Except as provided in suti, a motor vehicle dealer

the information required undesub.(1) and rules of the depart asdefined in s218.0101 (23)who processes an application for

ment. transferof title and registration as provided in [faj) shall utilize

(3) Thelessor shall retain and make available for inspectiofy, gjectronicprocess prescribed by the department under this
any mileage disclosure record requitecbe made by a lessee W'mparagrapror provided for under s841.20and341.21
respecto a leased motor vehicle. o )

. . 2. The department maypy rule, exempt a motor vehicle
_(4) If a lessor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehigle, e from the requirements of this paragraph. A motor vehicle

without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, fig;enyho is exempted shall pay a fee to the department to pro

lessormay, in making the mileage disclosure statement requirglse,ppications for transfer of title and registration that are sub

unders.342.155 indicate on the certificate of title or on a Suﬁ’plemitted to the department by the exempted dealer

mentalmileage disclosure statement approligdhe department, )

the mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section thtess__S: 1he department shalromulgate rules to implement and

lessorhas reason to believe that lessees mileage disclosure administerthis paragraph.

doesnot reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle. Cross-reference: See also cfilrans 141Ws. adm. code.

(b) A dealer who assists a transferee inrdgistration of a
(5) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules to do all offtte vehicleas provided in pata) and s341.25 (3)shall not be liable

lowing: . . , , _ for damages caused by operatiminthe vehicle at a weight in
(a) Specify the information to be included in the lesse®#le-  excessf the manufacturés maximum gross weight rating.

agedisclosure to the lessor _ (c) Except when all available spaces for a déatarwholesal
(b) Establish the manner in which and the penbtime for  er's reassignment on a certificate of title have been completed or
which mileage disclosure recordsnder this section shall be as otherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealer or
retainedand made available for inspection. wholesalewho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage
(6) (a) Except as provided in pgp), any person who violates vehicleand holds it for resale, or acquiresavage vehicle that
this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale or
(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defral@Eceptsa vehicle for sale on consignment may not apply for-a cer
is guilty of a Class H felony tificate of title naming the dealer or wholesaler as owner of the
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109 vehicle. The rules may regulate the frequency of application by
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adealer owholesaler for transfer of registration or credits forreg 1. Evidence satisfactory to tliepartment of the issuance of
istrationfrom a previously registered vehicle to another vehicle letters testamentary or other letters authorizing the administra
thatthe dealer or wholesaler intends to register irohiser own tion of an estate, letters of guardianship, or letters of trust, or of the
name. appointmenbf the trustee in bankruptcy;

(d) Unless exempted brule of the department, a dealer or 2. The title executed by theersonal representative, guardian,
wholesalemho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvagdrustee; and
vehicleand holds it for resale or acquiresalvage vehicle cur 3. The evidence concerning payment of sales or use taxes

rently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale shall makeuiredby s.77.61 (1)or evidence that the transfer is exempt
applicationfor a certificate of titte naming trdealer or wholesaler from such taxes.

asowner of the vehicle when all of the available spaces deah (b) 1. The department shall transfer the deceslémtérest in
er'sor wholesalés reassignment on the certificate of title for sucgny vehicle to his or her surviving spouse or domestic partner
vehiclehave been completed. underch. 770 upon receipt of the title executeg the surviving

(1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, accepts@ouseor domestic partner and siatement by the spouse or
motor vehicle on consignment acquires ownership of a motordomesticpartner which shall state:
vehicle may accept any mileage disclosuegjuired under s. a. The date of death of the decedent:
342.1550r rules of the department if the mileage disclosure has p, Tpe approximate value and description of the vehicid:

beenaltered or is incomplete. c. That the spouse or domestic partner is personally fiable

(1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salespersqpe gecedent debts and chaes to the extent of thalue of the
may transfer a motor vehicle withodtsclosing in writing to the vehicle, subject to s859.25

transfereaewvhether any of thenformation specified in 842.10 . .

(3) isapplicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motor 2. The transfer shall nptfabt any .I|ens upon th_e \{ek_ucle.

vehicle salesperson manowingly give a false statement to a3+ EXceptas provided in subl, this paragraph is limited to

transferedn making the disclosure. The department shall pr8© more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less than 20

scribethe manner in which the written disclosure shaliizale Yearsold at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. There

andretained is no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in this
) _— . statethat are 20 or more years old at the time&arfsfer under this

(2) Everydealer shall maintain fd& years a record in the form paragraph
the department prescribes of every vehicle bought, sold or 4 Th .I' it bd3. d N v if th -
exchangedor received for sale @xchange, which shall be open_ & '€ limitin SUbAs. does not apply 1f the surviving spouse

: . : ) domestic partner is proceeding unde8&7.03 (1g)and the
o inspection by a representative of the department or a pgace ?gtal value of the decedentproperty subject to administration in
cerduring reasonable business hours. . X X )
. i , the state, including the vehicles transferred underghisgraph,
(3) Exceptas provided in sul§4), any dealer who fails to com esnot exceed $50,000.
ply with this section may F’e reguwed to forfeit not more than $200. (c) Uponcompliance with this subsection neither the secretary
(4) (a) Exceptas provided in pafb), any dealer who violates oy the department shall bear any liability or responsibilityttier

sub.(1r) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.  transferof such vehicles in accordance with this section.
(b) Any dealer who violates sufilr) with intent todefraud  (4) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest in a
may be fined not more than $5,000. vehicleunder $342.15 (1) (d)

History: 1973 ¢. 2181975 c. 121286, 351 421, 1977 C. 2%.1654 (7) (@)1977  History: 1971 c. 164.82; 1973 c. 40243 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (a)(); 1977

¢.273 418 1981 c. 150151, 391, 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a. 100349 1989a. ¢ 73 1985 a. 1411991 a. 125239 1995 a. 338421; 1997 a. 271999 a. 942001
31; 1991 a. 2391993 a. 63159, 1999 a. 92005 a. 252009 a. 180 S So0s s Bioso0e . Sa 019952 332L 1997 2. 271999 2. 9

342.17 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
ownerin a vehicle passes to another other thawoluntary trans (1) The department, upon receipt of a properly assigned eertifi
fer, the transferee shall, except as providestib.(2), promptly  cate of title, with an application for a new certificate of title, the
mail or deliverto the department the last certificate of title, if‘equiredfee and any other transféocuments required by laiw
available, and the documents required by the department tupportthe transfershall issue a new certificate of title in the
legally effect such transfeand an application for a new certificatethameof the transferee as owner

in the form the department prescribes. (2) The department, upon receipt of an applicafmra new

(2) If the interest of the ownes terminated or the vehicle is certificateof title by a transferee other than by voluntary transfer
soldunder a security agreemeoyt a secured party named in thewith proof of the transfgrthe required fee and any other docu
certificateof title, the transferee shall promptly mail or delit@r mentsrequired by lawshall issue a new certificate of title in the
the department the last certificate of title, an application for a nevameof the transferee as owndf the transfer constituted a ter
certificatein theform the department prescribes, and a statemeninationof the owne's interest or a sale under a security agree
madeby or on behalf of the secured party that the vehicle wagentby a secured party named in the certificatejer s342.17
repossesseand that thénterest of the owner was lawfully termi (2), the new certificate shall be issued free of the names and
natedor sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.addressesf the secured party who terminated the ovenietterest

(3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in ti&nd of all secured parties subordinate undeB42.19to such
vehiclehas been extinguished wansferred other than by volun securecparty If the outstanding certificate of title is not delivered
tary transfer shall mail or deliver the certificate to the departmdftit: the department shall make demand therefor from the holder
uponrequest of thelepartment. The delivery of the certificatedf such certificate.
pursuanto the request of the department does rettfhe rights (3) Thedepartment shall retain for 5 years a record of every
of the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of #rendered certificate of titléhe record to be maintained so as
departmentn issuing a new certificate of title as provided hereitp permit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein.
is not conclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured party(4) Under each of the following circumstances gniype
namedin the old certificate. departmenshall issue a certificate of title for a transferred vehicle

(4) (a) In all cases dhe transfer of a vehicle owned by a decevithout requiring registration of the vehicle:
dent,except under pafb), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the depart (a) Whenever application therefaccompanied by the
ment shall accept as §iafent evidence of the transfer of owner requiredfee is made by a finance company licensed under ss.
shipthe following: 138.090r218.0101t0218.0163 a bank aganized under the laws
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of this state, or a national bank located in this state, and the vehicRegistratiorof goods under commercial law is conceptually distinct from registra

; ; ; ; f tion of vehicles under vehicle registration laws. For a security interest perfected in
in questlon IS a_used vehicle f_or which the depe}rtmentsh_;aléd anotherstate to become unperfected, the requireragfregistration” in s. 409.103

a certificate of title to the previouswner or a vehicle previously (2) (b) requires both registration and issuance of a certificate of title. Dubéneral

registeredn another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehicle. g/'go_tggssfgccemance Cor000 Wi App 209238 Ws. 2d 608618 N.W2d 266

(b) Whenever application therefor accompanied by the
requiredfee is made by any other person andvigicle in ques 342,195 Notification of person who has perfected
tion is a vehicle for which the department had issueettificate security interest. Upon request of a person who has perfected
of title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously registergdsecurity interest under342.19 as showrby the records of the
in another jurisdiction or is a recreational vehiatel the depart departmentin a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the depart
mentis satisfied that the present owner has not operated or catentreceives information from another state that the velscle
sentedto theoperation of the vehicle since it was transferred foeingtitled in the other state and the information does not show
thatowner and that he or she understands that the certificate of thlet thesecurityinterest has been satisfied, the department shall
merely is evidence of ownership of the vehicle and does not-authotify the person. The persshall pay the department a $2 fee
rize operation of the vehicle on the highways of this state. ~ for each notification.

(c) Whenever application therefaiccompanied by the History: 1983 a. 1551985 a. 202
requiredfee is made by a dealer or wholesalezdmply with the

requirementsf s.342.16 (1) (d) 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest. If an
History: 1973 c. 165.6; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 2731989 a. 311993 OWNercreates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name and
a.159 1999 a. 931, 186 addres®f the secured party alreadycontained on the certificate

of title for the vehicle:
342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unless (1) The owner shall immediatelgxecute, in the space pro
exceptedoy $.342.02 a security interest in a vehicle of a type fovided therefor on the certificate of title or anseparate form or in
which a certificate of title is required is not valid against creditogmn automatedormat prescribed by the department, an application
of the owner or subsequent transferees or secured parties ofi¢heame the secured party on the certificate, shothiegame and

vehicleunless perfected as provided in this chapter addresf the secured partgnd the owner or person in possession
(2) (a) Except as provided in suf2m), a security interest is of the ownets certificate, as shown by the records ofdbpa_rt
perfectedn one of the following ways: ment, shall cause the certificate, application and the required fee

1. If the secured party is andividual or a person exemptedto be delivered to the secured _party ) -~
by rule under s342.245 (3) by the delivery to the departmenft (2_) T_he secured party shall |mmed|atel_y cause th_e certificate,
the existing certificate of title, if anyan application for a certifi application,and the required fee to be mailed or delivered to the

cateof title containing the name and address of the secured pafgPartmentexcept thaif the secured party is not an individual or
andthe required fee. aperson exempted by rule undeB42.245 (3)the secured party

2. Except as provided in 842.245(3), if the secured party gzgnggg?r)l ;Prw%(%r)ocedure specified in $¥12.19 (2) (a) 2and
42. .

is not an individual, by the filing of a security interest statemen

containingthe name and address of the secured partg pay . . "
mentof the required fee, in the manner specified B¥€.245 (1) 'equiredfee, or upon receipt of the security interest statement and
L . requiredfee if the secured party has utilized the process specified
_ (b) A security interest is perfected as of the later of the fellow, ¢ 342 245 (1) the department shall issue to the owneew
Ing: certificate containing thename and address of the new secured
1. The timeof delivery to the department of the certificate oparty The department shall deliver to such new secured, party
title if perfection occurs under pga) 1.or of the application if unlessthe secured party utilizethe process specified in s.
perfectionoccurs under pafa) 2. 342.245(1), memoranda, in such form #se department pre
2. The time of the attachment of the security interest. scribes,evidencing the notation of the security interest upon the

(2m) If a secured party whose name and address is contaiﬁ%ﬁiﬁcate;a”d thereafterupon any assignment, termination or
onthe certificate of title for a vehickcquires a new or additional €1€aSef thesecurity interest, additional memoranda evidencing

L : : > . chaction.
securityinterest inthe vehicle, such security interest is perfecte%fJHiSmry: 1975 c. 2861977 c. 2051654 (7) (2)1981 c. 201985 a. 203.37: 1993

(3) Uponreceipt of the certificatef title, application, and the

atthe time of its attachment under€9.203 a.301; 1995 a. 3381997 a. 272009 a. 282011 a. 322013 a. 163
(3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to the
rights of persons described in €€9.317and409.323 342.21 Assignment of security interest. (1) Except as

(4) Therules of priority stated in €09.322 the other sections Otherwiseprovided in s409.308 (5)a securegharty may assign,

thereinreferredto, and subchill of ch. 409shall, to the extent aPsolutelyor otherwise, the partySecurity interest in the vehicle

appropriateapply to conflicting security interests in a vehicle of0 & Person other than the owner withodeeting the interest of

atype for which a certificate of title required. A security interest € Owner or the validity of the security interest, but any person
perfectedunder this section is a security interest perfected othdfithout notice of the assignment is protected in dealing with the
wise than by filing for purposes of subdh. of ch. 409 Securedparty as the holder of the security interest and the secured

. . arty remains liable for any obligations as a secured party until the
_ (5) The rules stated in subcI of ch. 409governing the _gssi)gljneés named as seczred garty on the certificatg. &
rights and duties oSecured parties and debtors and the require (2) Subjectto 5.409.308 (5)the assignee may but need not,

mentsfor, and eflect of, disposition of a vehicle by a secured part¥ ; o .
y ’ : : erfectthe assignment, have the certificate of title endorsed or
upondefault shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the nghts&%e with the asgignee named as secured delivering
securedparties and owners with respectsiecurity interests in , ", © department the certificate Iassignmpealnntmblythe secured

vehiclesperfec.ted l:deI.’ this chapter o party named in the certificate in the form the department pre
(6) If a vehicle issubject to a security interest when broughicripes.

into this state, $109.316states the rules which apply to determine History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1991 a. 3162001 a. 10
the validity and perfection of the security interest in this state.
History: 1973 c. 3365.79; 1975 c. 286422, 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (@)1999 a. 342.22 Release of security interest. (1) within one

179 2001 a. 102009 a. 28 i . N
monthor within 10 days following written demary the debtor
Ch. 342, not ch. 409, governs the perfection of security interests in waitiotes, p . - . .
butthe creation of security interesssgoverned by ch. 409. Miwaukee Mack Sale2ft€r there isno outstanding obligation and no commitment to
v. First Wisconsin National Banlg3 Wis. 2d 589287 N.W2d 708(1980). makeadvancesincur obligations or otherwise give value, secured
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by the security interest in a vehicle under any secagtgement giving notice of security interests subject to this chapter is exclu
betweenthe owner and the secured pathe secured parhall sive. Security interests subjedb this chapter are hereby
mail or deliver thecertificate of title for the vehicle to the depart exemptedrom the provisions of law which otherwise require
mentif the secured party is in possession of the certificate arelate to the filing of instruments creating or evidencing security
shallalso do one of the following: interests.

(2) If the secured party is an individual or a person exemptedl\jligttgxehzigl%llaav.vlrgovisions relating to security do not apply to a mdinitae
by rule under 3342'245_’ (3)execute and deliver to t_he_ OWN&88  hathas become a fixture. Gegerv Commercial Credit Corpl40 F2d 551(1971).
the department prescribes, a release of the security interest in the
form and manner prescribed by the department and a notice to3hg.245 Electronic processing of certain applications.
ownerstating in no less than 10—point boldfagee the ownés (1) Exceptas provided in sul(3), a secured party shall file a
obligationundersub.(2). If the secured party fails to execute andecurityinterest statement and pay the Gieeler s342.19 (2) (a)
deliverthe release ambtice of the ownés obligation as required 2. and deliver a release of a security interest und@x22 (1)

by this paragraph, theecured party is liable to the owner for $2%b) utilizing an electronic process prescribed by the department
andfor any loss caused to the owner by the failure. undersub.(4).

(b) If the secured party is not described in (@ deliver to (2) Uponreceipt of a certificate of title as provided i1842.20
the department a release of the security interest in the manggr a person required to file a securityerest statement under
specifiedin s.342.245 (1)and deliver to the owner a notice statingub.(1) shall destroy the certificate of title.
thatthe release has been provided to the department. (3) Thedepartment mayy rule, exempt a person or a type of
(2) If an owner other than a dealer holding the vehicle fofransactiorfrom therequirements of sulfl). Any person who is
resalejs in possession of the owreecertificate of title, the owner exemptedunderthis subsection shall pay a fee to the department
upon receipt of the release and notice of obligation delivergdr processing applications submitted by the person uader
undersub.(1) (a) shall promptly cause the certificate and releag2.19(2) (a) 1.and releases submitted unde342.22 utilizing
to be mailed or delivered to the department, which shall release disrocess other than an electronic process.
securecparty’s rights on the certificate and issueew certificate.  (4) The department shall promulgate rules to implenserd
Upon receipt of the notice under s(b). (b), the owner maynthe  gqministerthis section.
form and manner prescribed by the departnagct without addi History: 2009 a. 28
tional fee, deliver an applicaticeind the certificate of title to the  Cross-reference: See also chilrans 148Wis. adm. code.
departmentnd the department shall issue a new certificate of title
free of the security interest notation. 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
(3) The department mayemove information pertaining to a(1) Thedepartment shall suspend or revoke a certificate of title
securityinterest perfected under3#2.19from its computerized If it finds any of the following:
recordswhen the following applicablperiod of time after the (&) The certificate of title was fraudulently procured, errone
original perfection has elapsed unless teurity interest is ously issued or prohibited by law

rengwedn the same manner as provided iB842.19 (2)for per (b) The vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or destroyed.
fectionof a security interest: (c) A transfer of title is set aside by a court of record by order

(a) For arecreational vehicle, 20 years. or judgment.

(b) For a truck tractolB years. (d) The vehicles odometer has been subjected to tampering

(c) For any other vehicle, 10 years. andreturn of the certificate of title to the departmertaasidered

(4) Removalof information pertaining to a securityterest necessaryo make a notation ahat information on the certificate.
from the records of the department under ¢8pdoes not déct  (2) Suspensiomr revocation of a certificate of title does not,
any security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and thdiself, afect the validity of a security interest noted on it.
holderof security interest in the vehicle. (3) Whenthedepartment suspends or revokes a certificate of

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 217447,1985 a. 2021997 a. 271999  title, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediately
a.9,2009 a. 262011 a. 32 upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation, il

deliverthe certificate to the department.

(4) Thedepartment may seize and impound any certificate of
e which has been suspended or revoked.
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 159

342.23 Secured party’s and owner 's duties. (1) A
securedparty named in a certificate of title shall, upon writtelatI
requesbf the owner or of another securgalty named on the cer
tificate, disclose anyertinent information as to the pagysecu

rity agreement and the indebtedness secured by it. 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration. ~ Thedepart

(2) An owner or person ipossession of the ownercertifc  mentshall cancel a title or registration whenever:
cateof title, as shown by the records of the department, shall(1) A transfer of title is set aside by the court by order or-judg
promptly deliver the certificate of title to any secured party WhFhent;or
is named on it or who has security interest in the vehicle
describedn it under any other applicable prior law of thiate, d
uponreceipt of a notice from sucfecured party that the security
interestis to be assigned, extended or perfected.

(3) Any secured party who fails to disclose information-pu

(2) Fraud on the department or an agent of the department is
iscovered by the department; or

(3) Itis subsequently discovered that the issuance or posses
sion of a title or registration is prohibited by law or that the odome
suantto sub.(1) shall be liable for any loss caused to own %er of a vehicle fowhich a certificate of title has been issued by
thereb : Ghe department has been subjectethfopering and return of the

Y- certificate of title to the department isonsidered necessary to

(4) Any owner or other person in possession of the o®neimakea notation of that information on the certificate.
certificate of title whdfails to deliver the certificate of title to @ History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 1592013 a. 366

securedparty requesting it pursuant to s@®) shall be liable to
suchsecured party for any loss caused to the secured party the®4®.26 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an
andmay be required to forfeit not more than $200. actor omission of the department under this chapter is entitled,
History: 1971 c. 2781991 a. 3161993 a. 1592011 a. 32 uponrequest, to &earing and judicial review thereof in accord
ancewith ch.227. Contested cases shall be hemrd decided by
342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive. Subject to s. thedivision of hearings and appeals.
409.311(4), the method provided in this chapter of perfecting andHistory: 1977 c. 28s.1454 1654 (7) (a)1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1993 a. 16
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SUBCHAPTER Il (d) If the identification number of a motorcycle or part of a
motorcycleseized under pgia) can badentified and if no forfei
ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS ture proceeding is commenced unde®#3.076within 30 days

afterthe seizure of thproperty the custodian of the seized prop
erty shall immediately return thseized property to the owner
Hgmedin the certificate of title or registration. If a motorcycle or
partof a motorcycle is not returned to the owner named icethe
tificate of title or registratioras required in this paragraph, and if
the ownerof the property commences a replevin action to recover
possessionf the propertyand if the judge finds that tleeistodian

of the propertyunreasonably retained the property after 30 days
Skterthe seizure, theourt shall award the owner the costs and rea

342.30 Identification numbers. (1c) In this section,
“owner” includes the lessee of a vehicle if the vehicle is register
or required to be registered, by the lessee unde34dh.

(1g) No person may remove, alter or obliteratdraentior
ally make it impossible to read, as required under(@)pan iden
tification number This subsection doe®t apply to the oblitera
tion of an identification number which occurs in the process

crushinga vehicle or vehicle part for scrap. sonableattorney fees incurred in the replevin action.

Cross-reference: See also chlrans 155Wis. adm. code. ) ; )
(1Im) Whenthe department is satisfies to the ownership of a 541961 & 2351908 a. 95165 1607 . 5733 955 263 1500 = 680,180 3001

avehicle subject to registration whitlas not been numbered bya. 109 2011 a. 262 o . . .
the manufacturer or on which the original number has begy]ele Inisin, 5,076 alpicabs o freures ovelics s e
removed ,obliterated or altered or on which the original casting:. app. 1996)96-0012
hasbeen replaced or on which a new identification nuniber )
requiredunder $342.06 (1)), the department shall assign a nev#42.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor  vehicles.
identificationnumber for each such vehicle. (1) Each sherifand police department in the state shall immedi

(2) Exceptas provided in this subsection, an identificatiogtely report to the department of justice each motor vehicle
numberassigned by the department to a vehitiall be perma reportedstolen or recovered Wlthln_ its jurisdiction.
nently affixed to a location on the vehicle specified by the depart (2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type of stor
ment that is readily visible when observed from outside thegeor parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local law
vehicle. Identification numbers assigned for cycles shall gaforcementaigency the make, motor number and serial or identi
stampedon the left side, near the top of the engine casting jfiation number ofany vehicle stored, parked or left in the oviger
belowthe cylinder barrel. Such stamping dixafig shall be done garagepark or lot for goeriod of more than 30 consecutive days
underthe supervision of a dealelistributor or manufacturer reg unlessarrangements have been madetgyowner of the vehicle
isteredunder s341.510r under the supervision of a peadicef.  for its continuous storage or parking or unlessaweer of the
The person supervising the stamping ofixiafig shall make a Vvehicleis personally knowto the owner of the garage, park or lot.
reportthereof to the department. The department shall estabifshy person who fails to submit such report may be required-to for
formsto be provided to vehicle owners specifythg location, for feit not more than $25.
varioustypes ofvehicles, where identification numbers assigned History: 1971 c. 2781973 c. 1691991 a. 316

by the department shall be stamped dixad. 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer -

(2m) (a) Atraffic officer or person authorized to enforce nongificate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possesi),
movingtraffic violations may use reasonable means to gain acce$fer for sale or supply a fged, fictitious, counterfeit, stolen or
to a vehicle if that vehiclg’identification number cannot be reagyaudulentlyor unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra
asrequired under sulf2). tion, manufactures document obrigin, instrument or other dec

(b) Any person acting under p&a) is immune from civil and umentthatis or may be used as evidence of ownership, the transfer
criminal liability for good faith actions taken withite scope of of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle.

thatpersons oficial duties. o (2) Unlessauthorized by thelepartment, no person may pos
(3) (a) Any person who violates suflg) is guilty of a Class sessgsell, ofer for sale or supply any blank certificates of tite
H felony. registration manufacturers’ documents ofigin, instruments or

(b) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department hagherdocuments that may be used as evidence of ownesship
issueda new identification number who fails to have smamber registrationof a motor vehicle.
attached or stamped as requiredsbly.(2) may be required to for (3) Whoeverviolates sub(l1) or (2) is guilty of a Class H fel
feit not more than $200. ony.

2. Any owner of a vehicle fovhich the department has issued History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109
a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails 1945 33 sale of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall
BZ\:gsﬂﬁg (T l:(r)ﬂ%%r;eeiltttﬁg?%josrtgrg]%id$als égguwed by s(®) may sell or exchange, authorize or direct $ee or exchange of, or

4 o . o{]fer for sale or exchange amyotor vehicle which the person

(4) (a) If alaw enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part @lows hasbeen used as a taxicab or for public transportation
avehicle on which the identification number has been removeghjessthe certificate of title for such vehicle has been stamped by
alteredor obliterated or made impossible to read, the law enforgge gepartment with the words “This motor vehicle has previously
mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehiéliae idern  peenysed as a taxicab or for public transportation” and unless
tification number cannot be identified, the seized vehicle ogychcertificate of title is exhibited by the vendor to the vendee
vehiclepart is presumed toe contraband. Except as provided ipeforethe sale of such vehicle is consummated. Any person who

par. (d), if the identification number can be identified, the ageng)o|ates this section may be required to forfeit not more than
may return the vehicle to the ownedexceptas provided in pab), $1,000.

the district attorney shalhstitute forfeiture proceedings under s." pistory: 1973 c. 2181977 ¢. 2%5.1654 (7) (@)1977 c. 273
973.076regardingany vehicle or vehicle part that is seized under
this paragraph and not returned to the owner 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or
(b) If the district attorney brings a criminattion arising out junking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing a
of the seizureinder par(a), the district attorney shall not institutelunk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining thiae
forfeiture proceedings under §73.076before there is a final Vehicleis a junk vehicle do all of the following:
determinationin the criminal action. (a) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehicle.
(c) Paragrapka) does not apply to the obliteration of anidenti  (b) Return the certificate of title to the department.
fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehicle or(c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or an automobile registered
vehiclepart for scrap. unders.341.270r a motor home or a motor truck, dual purpose
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motorhome or dual purpose farm truck which has a gross weiglversany motor vehicle, trailesemitrailey or mobile home on
of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which f@ess any public highway or private or public property which has been
weightof not more than 12,000 pounds, the owner sieatiove abandonedshall cause the vehicle to be removed tsuiable
theregistration plates and retain and preserve them for use on plageof impoundment. Upon removal of thehicle the dfcer
othervehicle of thesame type which may subsequently be regisr warden shall notify the shefrifr chief of police of the abandon
teredin his or her name. If the vehicle is not a motorcycle or anentand of the location of thienpounded vehicle. Upon causing
automobileregistered undes.341.27 or a motor home or a motor the removal of the motor vehicle by a towing service, dfieer
truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck whighwarden shall, within 24 hours of ordering the removal, notify
hasa grossveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm trugke towing service of theame and last-known address of the reg
which has a gross weight abt more than 12,000 pounds, he ojsteredowner and all lienholders oécord of the vehicle, unless
she shall remove and destroy the plates. the officer is employed by a municipality or county tHzds
(2) Any person owning or possessing a vehicle whials enteredinto a towingservices agreement which requires the
beenjunked or destroyedhall, within 10 days after the destruc municipality or county to provide notice to such owner and-lien

tion or junking occurred do all of the following: holdersof the towing.
(a) Notify the department of the destruction or junking. (b) The owner of any abandoned vehielecept a stolen
(b) Return the certificate of title to the department. vehicle is responsible for the abandonment and all costs of
(c) Remove aneither retain or destroy the registration plategnpoundingand disposing of the vehicle. Costs netovered

for the vehicle as provided in sut) (c). from the sale of the vehicle may be recovered in a civil action by

0trhe municipality against the owneWhether or not theunicipat
ity recovers the cost of towing and enforcement, the municipality

(3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definidbn shallbe responsible to the towing service for requisitional towing

ajunk vehicle for purposes of this section 0842.15 (1) (a)the serviceand rea.sonablle C@S for impoundment.
departmentnay promulgate rules specifyitige conditions under __ (€) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly autho

which a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operatiaiser "12€d municipal or county representative and not disposed of
upona highway undersub.(2) shall be retained in storage for a minimum period

of 10 days after certified mail notice has beent to the owner and
lienholdersof record to permit reclamation ttie vehicle after
o . paymentof accrued chges. Such noticghall set forth the year
(2)(21)615% ?g(;su?rneg’?g fvc\nnrtfgiltnrtueart]tng(:)rdeeILi\l;dssvllo(l)%tgs 48hor  make,model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle,
History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%s.1455 1654 (7) (a)1977 ,C 129418 1983 the place Where- the vehicle is b-em-g held’ and .Sha” |nf0rr_n the
a. 126227 270,538 1987 a. 3491993 a. 631997 a, 271999 a. 80 ownerandany lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehicle.
The notice shall state that the failure of #hener or lienholders
342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; to exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section
disposal. (1c) In this section, “owner” includes the lessee of ghall be deemed a waiver of all right, title, aimderest in the
vehicleif the vehicle is registered, or required to be registered, Bghicle and a consertb the sale of the vehicle. Each retained
thelessee under cB41 vehiclenot reclaimed by its owner or lienholder may be sold. The
(Im) No person shall leave unattended any motor vehici@unicipality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sedied
trailer, semitrailer or mobile home on any public highway or priof auction sale as provided by ordinance. At such sale the highest
vate or public propertyfor such time and under such circumbid for any such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the same
stancesas to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have Hég&leemed inadequate by a duly authorized municipal or county
abandoned.Except as otherwigarovided in this section, when representativein which event all bids may be rejected. If all bids
everany vehicle has been left unattenaéthout the permission arerejected or no bid is receiveitie municipality or county may
of the propertyowner for more than 48 hours in cities of the 1githerreadvertise theale, adjourn the sale to a definite date, sell
classand, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by tte motor vehicle at a private sale or juie vehicle. Any inter
governingbody thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned a@gtedperson may éér bids on each abandoned vehicle to be sold.
constitutesa public nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be censi¢f municipal or county ordinances do not state the procedure to be
eredan abandoned motor vehicle when it is out of ordinary pubfiellowed in advertising or providing public notice of the sale,
view, or when designated as not abandoned Huly authorized public notice shall be posted at thdioé of the municipapolice
municipalor county dficial pursuant to municipal or county ordi departmenbr the ofice of the county shefif The posting of the
nance. notice at the police or shefis department shall be in the same
(2) Any vehicle inviolation of this section shall be impoundedOfm as the certified mail notice sent to the_ owner or Iier_lhold_ers
until lawfully claimed or disposedf under sub(3) except that if Of record. Uporsale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality
it is deemed by a duly authorized municipal or county represeria county shall supply the purchaser with a completed form
tive that the cost afowing and storage ctges for the impound designedoy the department enabling the purchaser to obtaina reg
mentwould exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may blar certificate of title forthe vehicle. The purchaser shall have
junkedor sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration ofLO days to removehe vehicle from the storage area, but shall pay
theimpoundment period upon determination by the chigiolite areasonable storage fee established by the municipalityuoity
or sherif havingjurisdiction that the vehicle is not stolen or otherfor each day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business
wisewanted for evidence or othezason. All substantially com day subsequent to the sale datenTays after the sale, thar-
pletevehiclesin excess of 19 model years of age shall be disposgithsershall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the vehicle shall
of in accordance with suli3) (c). be deemed to be abandoned and magdid again. Any listing
(3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances gover®f vehicles to be sold by any municipality or county shall be made
ing the removal and disposal of abandoned vehicleseam@pt availableto any interested person oganization which makes a
for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeitwréten request for such list.The municipality or county may
in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality oehargea fee for the list.
countyof the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehicle. (e) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as pro
(a) Any municipal or university police fi€er, police oficer vided in this subsectiomr sub.(2), the municipality or county
appointedunder s.16.84 (2) sherif’'s deputy county trafic  shall advise the department of the sale or disposition fuma
patrolman state trdfic officer or conservation warden who dis suppliedby the department.

(3) No certificate of title may be issued for a junk vehicle
for a vehicle which has been junked or destroyed.

(4) (a) Any person violating sul§l) or (2) may be required
to forfeit not more than $200.
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(4) (&) In this subsection, “state agency” has the meaniigdeemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.
givenfor “agency” in s227.01 (1) 2. The state agency may promulgate rules governing the

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this sectiostaie removaland disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban
agencyresponsib|e for the landn which a vehicle is left unat qOﬂedVehiC]e.S that have been stolen, providerieiture in addi
tendedand a duly authorized representative of that agency nii§ to providing for the recovery by the state agency of the cost
exerciseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munff impounding and disposing of the vehicle.
ipality and a duly authorized municipal representative, subject to(C) This subsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned
the following conditions: beforeApril 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed

1. Whenever a vehicle h&een left unattended without theagalnstthe owner of such a vehicle.

o h History: 1971 c. 1311973 c. 2131977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8)1977 c. 68203 447,
permissionof the state agendgr more than 72 hours, the vehicleir9gga. 1341995 a. 2161997 a. 272003 a. 142
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