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CHAPTER 194
MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION

194.01 Definitions. 194.25 Nature of certificates.

194.02 Legislativeintent. 194.31 Inspection of records.

194.025 Discrimination prohibited. 194.32 Buses, restrictions.

194.03 Interstate and foreign commerce. 194.33 Municipal consent.

194.04  Certificates; licenses; permits. 194.34 Contract motor carriers; license; application and hearing.
194.05 Exemption. 194.355 Operation under certificate, license or permit.

194.06  Public interest. 194.37 Enforcement.

194.07  Operations subject to law 94.38 Regulatory powers of department.

194.08 Effect of this chapter on powers of department and municipalities.
194.09 Marking carrier vehicles.

194.10 Service of process on nonresident carriers.

194.11 Inspection of premises or vehicles.

1

194.407 Unified carrier registration system.

194.41 Contract of liability for damage to person or property

194.42 Exemptionfrom undertaking; proof of financial responsibility; reveca

194.145 Hearing; decision. tion. ) _
194.16 Operation while delinquent unlawful. 194.43 Privatemotor carriers; regulation by department.
194.17 Penalties. 194.46 Amendmentsuspension, or revocation of certificate, license, or permit;
194.178 Uniform traffic citation. h_earing.
194.20 Certificates and licenses for carriers in interstate and foreign commerc4.51  Suitto recover protested tax.
194.23 Certificate required. 194.53 Certainliability provisions in motor carrier transportation contrgmts-
194.24  Application; form. hibited.
Cross-reference: See also chdrans 177325 and326, Wis. adm. code. drivenvehicle, except enotorcycle, moped, motor bicycle, elec

L ] tric personal assistive mobility device, or vehicle operated on
194.01 Definitions. In this chapterunless the context other rajls.

wIserequires. o (8) “Municipality” means a town, village, or city

_ (1) "“Common motor carrier” means any person who holds 10y «“person”means and includes any individual, firm, part
himselfor herself out to the public as willing to undertake for hirg rship,limited liability company corporation, compangssoci
to transport passengers or property by motor vehicle upon the n, including express and forwarding companies or agencies
lic highways. The transportation of passengers in taxicab serﬁ% railroad companies, or their lessees, trustees or receivers.
orin ?ommﬁtergar pool or van.polold\./ehlcrl]es that are deilgnle (11) “Private motorcarrier” means any person except a eom
gﬁgl}jn?is; ;1%% 1???285)esnr?§trtsrélnnscpgrtlarl]t?o; gyd;“::%r%g oSr? n?c?tormon or contractmotor carrier engaged in the transportation of

' propertyby motor vehicle other than an automoloiterailer used

carrier. therewith,upon the public highways.

(2) “Contractmotor carrier” meanany person engaged in the (12) “Public highway” means every publatreet, alleyroad,

transportatiorby motor vehicle over a regular irregular route . . A
uponthe public highways of property for hire, including the tfang{g?g\\llvﬁlgrégg?%ggﬂ%ﬁftf;vye|k g]r?d E;(gept waterways, in this

portationof buildings, as defined in 848.27 (12m) (@) 1. (13) “Secretary” means the secretary of transportation
(3) “Department” means the department of transportation. g n. 7971 ¢. 164.88; 1977 c. 2055.1303 1304 1654 (9) () (), (10) (a):

(3m) “Division of hearings and appeals” means the divisiop79c. 34110 221,355 1981 c. 3471983 a. 18243 1985 a. 29187, 1993 a. 16

of hearings and appeals in the department of administration. 112 490 1997 a. 2542001 a. 90107, 2005 a. 2502013 a. 364 o
A buy-sell arrangementhereby the carrier “buys” property at the shipping point,

(4) “For hire” means for compensatioand includes com immediatelytransports it to a delivery point, and there “sells” it to the real purchaser

pensationobtained by a motor carrier indirectlyy subtraction — with the carriefs profit amounting only to the price of the transportation between
e 2 points — raises a rebuttable presumption under sub. (15) [now sub. (4)], that

. - N . h
from the purchasgrice or addition to the Se""_"g price of propertﬁheproperty is being transported “for hire.” Genslebept. of Revenug,0 Ws. 2d
transportedwhere the purchase or sale therisafot a bona fide 1108 236 N.w2d 648(1975).

purchaseor sale. Any person who pretends to purchase property

to be transported by such person or who purchases property imi4.02  Legislative intent. It is the intent of the legislature to
diately prior to and sells it immediately after the transportatioremovethe economic regulations which limit motor carrier opera
thereofshall be deemed to be transporting the progertyire and tions in the state. The legislature intends to let the market promote
not a bona fide purchaser or seller therebhie rental of a motor competitiveand eficient transportation services, while maintain
vehicle to a person for transportation of the persgoroperty ing the safety regulations necessary to protect the welfare of the
which rental directly or indirectly includes the services dfiaer travelingand shipping public. It the intent of the legislature that
shallbe deemed to be transportation for hire and not private ctis chapter be interpreted in a manner which gives the mest lib
riage. This subsection does not apply to motor vehicle operatiogl construction to achieve the aim osafe, competitive trans
which are conducted merely as an incident to or in furtherancepsfrtation industry

any business or industrial activity History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (9) (c) 1981 c. 347
This sectiors statement of intent to let the market promote competitivefind

(5) “Grossvyeight”, when applied to a motor vehicle Uﬁed cienttransportation services is specific to motor carriers and does not apply te regula
thetransportation of passengers, shall mean the actual welghliggfs ;gga&dwg J%X;S'OS";G”?G dfilwaukee v Williams, 2007 WI 69 301 Ws. 2d
the motor vehicle unloaded plus 1p0unds for each person capa™" : 0

ble of being seated in the motor vehicle. o - .
“ - . . .194.025 Discrimination prohibited. No motor carrier may
(6) Theterm “gross weight” when applied to a motor vehiclgngagen any practiceact or omission which results in discrimi

usedfor the transportation of property shall mean the actughtionon the basis of race, creed, sex or national origin.
weightof such motor vehicle unloaded pline licensed carrying  pistory: 1981 c. 347

capacityof such motor vehicle.
(7) “Motor vehicle” means anyutomobile, truck, trailer 194.03 Interstate and foreign commerce. (1) Thischap
semitrailer, tractor motor bus or any self-propelled or mototter shall apply to motor carriers engaged in interstatef@mign
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commerceaupon the public highways tiis state, in all particulars  (am) No additional permit or payment of fees is required by the
andprovisions lawfulunder the constitution of the United Statedesseeof a contract motor carrier vehicle licensed in this state if
(2) Feesand taxes provided in this chapter shall be assesdgglessoris a Wsconsin resident and the lessee has a contract car
againstoperations in interstate and foreigammerce and col rier license or common carrier certificattauthority issued by the
lected from the carriers performing such operationspagtial departmentand insurance on file with the department as pre
compensation for the use of the highways and policing of theribedin s.194.41
same. (b) When a motor truck, motor bus, tractor or trailer hagng
(5) No certificate or license hereafter issued sfualhtain Permitis sold or otherwise disposed of, and its permit canceled
authorityto engage both in operations requiring a certificate und@dsuch vehiclés replaced by another such motor vehicle, a per
the Federal Motor Carrier Act, 1938nd in operations which do Mit of the same class shall be issued by the department for the

not require a certificate. sameyear to such replacement vehicle without gear
(5m) In a case involving a claim by a common motor carrier (¢) 1. Any individual, partnership, limited liabiliyompany
in interstate commerce for freight chas: or corporation whose principal businesteiasing, for compensa

(a) A person magssert as a defense to the claim the existeri@: Motor vehicles maypon payment of an annual permit fee
of a freight chage agreement between the person and the moﬁﬁprowded in sub(4) for each leased motor vehicle for which a

carrierwhich applies to thearriage of the freight at issue andc'Mtis required, lease the same to common and contract motor
which has not been filed as a taniith the interstate commerce Ca/Ters. The lessor shall not be considered to obtain the privileges
commission or be subject to the obligations ofl94.23or 194.34nor shall s.

(b) A cou.rt shall request the interstate commerce commissi%)gr)lll'230r 194.34apply to the lessor
or other appropriatéederal agency to issue an advisory opinio& 2. An authorized commion or contract catrighen leasing a

. . : P . otor vehicle for which a permit is required from person
on any issue which the court determines is within the prima . X . :
jurisdiction of that agency gagedn the business of leasing under this section, shall not be

requiredto procure a permit as prescribed i1%4.230r 194.34

(6) Wheneverthe term “interstate commerce” is used in thig the motorvehicleleased carries the permit required under this
chapterit shall be interpreted as including foreign commerce. ggction.

History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) ()1987 a. 271993 a. 16 Cross—reference: See also chlrans 175Wis. adm. code.

(4) ANNUAL PERMITFEES. The annual permit fees required for
motor vehiclesoperated under this chapter solely in intrastate
Eommerceand used for hire shall be as follows:

194.04 Certificates; licenses; permits. (1) AUTHORITY
To OPERATE. (b) Every applicant for a certificate shall pay a fe
of $500 for a common motor carrief property certificate or $50 . o
for a common motor carrier of passengers certificate, except tha®) Motor vehicles operated solely in intrastate commerce by
anapplicant for a certificate under the federal motor carriepfact“0mmonmotor carrlers of passengers, 3_35' )
1935or for authority to transport in interstate commerce commod (P) Motor vehicles, except semitrailers, operated solely in
ities which are exempt from regulatibgithe interstate commerce intrastatecommerce by common motor carriers of propedy
commissionshall pay a fee of $25. (c) Motor vehicles, except semitrailers, operated solely in

(c) Every applicant for a license shall pay a fee of $500, excépfastatecommerce by contract carriers, $5.
thatan applicant for a license under the federal motor caacier  (5a) CoLLECTION OF FEes. The department shall collect all
of 1935 or for authority to transport in interstate commewe  feesprescribed by this section.
moditieswhich are exempt from regulation by the interstate-com (6) DisposITION OF FEES COLLECTED. All moneys received
mercecommission shall pay a fee of $25. underthis section shall be paid into the transportation fund.

(2) PERMITS; APPLICATION, EXPIRATION. E\/ery permit for the History: 1975 c. 1431977 c. 2%s.1304m 1305 1654 (1) (7) (a);1979 c. 221
operationof amotor vehicle expires on December 31 of each yeé?ﬁécl'lzzojg%gl €.34755.38, 39, 80 (1) (5); 1985 a. 208277, 1987 a. 3691993
Application for permits shall be made annually and shall bea venicle exempted under s. 341.405 from state registregiguirements is not
accompaniedby the annual fee.No permit shall be issued orexemptedinder sub. (2) frorstate permit requirements. Stat¥eflow Freight Sys

renewedor any motor vehicle unless the registration requined tem:Inc.101 Ws. 2d 142303 N.W2d 834(1981).
y 9 q Motor carrier permit fees required byb. (4) (a), (b), and (c) are not in conflict with

ch.341is pald in this state. interstatecommerce commission regulations and may be collected. The permit fee
(3) PERMITS;RESTRICTIONOFUSE. (@) No motor vehicle permit requiredoy sub. (4) (d), 1977 stats., is in conflict with such regulations and may not

issuedunder thischapter shall be transferable from one motdif colected. 63 AtyGen. 206.

vehicleto another except as provided in this subsection. Comm

motor carrier vehicles, except truck tractors or road tractors, upg 4.05 Exemption. (1) This chapter shall not apply to motor

- . . : vehiclesowned by the United States, any state, or any political
‘ﬂ'g;:g%gg?é?ﬁﬂ m?rg)srtg?é”ceorn?ﬁgg felel Q?iobn?r?gﬁargfo r subdivisionthereof, except in the case of transportation systems

; - o . acquiredand operated between counties undé®%8 (3) (d)ut
carrierswithout the payment of aadditional permit fee. Contract . L A
motor carrier vehicles upon which the contract motor carrier p in such a case the political subdivision is exempt from the annual

mit fee has been paid még used or operated in intrastate €o ermitfee undgr _5194'04 (_4) @) . -
merceby other contract motor carriers without the payment of an (2) The provisions of this chaptehall not authorize the fixing
additionalpermit fee and, ibperated exclusively in the metropoli Of 2Ny rates, chges or regulations respecting the transportation
tan area of any city within a county having a population of 500,08HUnited States mails.

or more, may be used or operated in the hauling of common motol(3) This chapter shall not apply to transportation of newspa
carriertrailerswithin the metropolitan area. When used in-railpers by motor vehicles having a gross weight of feaa8,000
roadtrailer-on—flat-car service, awhen interchanged betweenpoundswhen any transportation for hire provided by the person
contractand common motararriers, contract or common motoho owns or operates the motor vehicle is confined exclusively
carriertrailers upon which the contract or common motor carri¢® the transportation or distribution of newspapers within a radius
permitfeehas been paid may be used or operated by other cont@ic0 miles of the point where the person or motor carrier receives
or common motocarriers without an additional permit. Privatéhe newspapers from the newspaper publisher optigishets
motor carrier trailers may be used or operated both by privadeop—offagent or carrier

motor carriers and by commamd contract motor carriers upon (4) This chapter shall not apply to any farm truck or duat pur
the payment of the appropriate common or contract mzamier posefarm truck combined with any semitrailer or farm traitar
permitfee. any vehicle combined with a horseiler, if the vehicle combina
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tion’s gross combination weight rating, registered weight, arad hearings and appeals may by order direct the department to

actualgross weight do not exceed 26,000 pounds, the vehigiglementthe decision of the division.

combination does not include a commercial motor vehicle (3) Review of department determinations made under this

describedn s.340.01 (8)(c) or (d), and the vehicle combination chapteris a condition precedent podicial review under cH227.

is operated solely in intrastate commerce. Decisionsof the division of hearings and appeals are subject to
History: 1973 c. 63259, 1977 c. 234447, 1993 a. 4821995 a. 2012005 2. 65 jydicial review under ch227.

L . History: 1977 c. 291981 c. 347%.80 (1) 1993 a. 16
194.06 Public interest. The business of all common motor

carriersof property or of passengers and of contract motor carriéi34.16 Operation while delinquent unlawful. ~ No motor

is hereby declared to befated with a public interest. carrier of property or of passengers shall operate any motor
vehiclepursuant to this chapter while delinquanthe payment

194.07 Operations subjectto law . Nocommon motor car of any part of the fees provided under 841

rier of property or of passengers or contract motor carriprior ~ History: 1993 a. 16

vatemotor carrier shall operate any motor vehidethe trans . .

portationof either persons or property on any public highway ih24:17 Penalties. Everycommon motor carrier of property

this state except in accordance with the provisions of this chapfdrOf Passengers, every contract motor carrier and every private
P P pmotorcarner to which this chapter applies and every pengom

operatewithout obtaining a certificate underl®4.23or license
jgnders. 194.34 except a license for transporting exeropin
dities,or without meeting the insuranoequirements under s.
4.47, shall forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $5,00;

194.08 Effect of this chapter on powers of department

and municipalities. None of the provisions of this chapter sha
be deemed to deprive the department or any municipality of a
jurisdictionthey now have or which may be conferred upon the ; g . . .
overthe public highways of the state, nor prevent the departm&fSOmwho violates any other provisions of this chapteuding

or any municipalityfrom suspending at any time the right of comti 1€ réquirement to obtain a license to transport exempt commodi
; ligsor the requirement to obtain a permit or who violates orders

Issued by the division of hearings and appeals or orders or rules
. : issuedby the secretary shall forfeibt less than $50 nor more than
ggl)i/gﬁglg:f T;]geh\gsg”\g r;,eighr\],\?g; ssary for fireper preservation or $100. Each violation constitutes a separaferde. In construing
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) (2)1993 a. 246 andenforcing the provisions of this section, the act, omission or
failure of any dficer, agent or servant or other person acting for
194.09 Marking carrier vehicles. Each motor vehicle oper or employed by any common motor carrier of propertgf pas
atedby a common motor carrier gfoperty or of passengers, aSengersany contract motor carrier or any private motor carrier
contract motor carrier or a private motor carrier shajplagnly ~donewithin the scope of employment is deemedéothe act,
markedin such manner as the department may prescribe, so a@rssion,or failure of the common motor carrier of property or of
identify such motor vehicle as being operated pursuant to tigSSengersontract motor carrier or private motor carrier
chapter. This section does not apply to any farm truck or dual pur g*f?wl’gé3127277‘19%%3%%?9525: (1731(3%%9;71%-9%3]1‘?; 1979 c. 341981
posefarm truck combined with any semitrailer or farm traitar ™ ' ' ' ' '
anyvehicle combined with a horseiler, if the vehicle combina  194.178 Uniform traffic citation.  Service of a uniform traf
tion’s gross combination weight rating, registered weight, ani citation on the operator of a vehicle shall be deeméitiguit
actual gross weight do not exceed 26,000 pounds, the vehigigcesgo give the appropriate court jurisdictiomer the person
combination does not include a commercial motor vehicl@aving or required to have eertificate of authoritypermit or
describedn s.340.01 (8)(c) or (d), and the vehicle combination licenseunder this chapter or the person required to meet other
is operated solely in intrastate commerce. responsibilitiesunder this chapter upon the filing with or transmit
History: 1977 c. 29%5.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 162005 a. 65 ting to the court of the uniform tric citation.
History: 1979 c. 341993 a. 437

carriersor private motor carriers to operate motor vehichesr

194.10 Service of process on nonresident carriers.
Section345.09applies to any common, contratprivate motor 194.20 Certificates and licenses for carriers in  inter -
carrierthat is a nonresident of this state. state and foreign commerce. (1) Motor carriersoperating
History: 1981 c. 347 in interstateand foreign commerce shall obtain certificates and
) ) ) licensesas provided in ss194.23and194.34 Certificatesand
194.11 Inspection of premises or vehicles.  The depart |icenseswhichinvolve operations in interstate and foreign eom
mentor its duly authorized agents mayaay time enter upon any mercemaybe denied by the department if it finds that the record
premiseswithin this state occupied by any common motor carrigihdexperience of the applicant evinces a disposition to violate or
of property or passengers, any contract motor carrier or any gfjadethe laws or regulations of the state applicablthe opera
vatemotor carriersor any motor vehicle of a common mOtor'CartionS proposed by the app"cant.
rier, contract motor carrier or a private motor carrier for the pur (2) Notwithstandingsub.(1) the department is empowered to
poseof exercising any power provided fior this chapter Duly  actynder the provisions afection 206 (a) of the interstate com
authorizedagents of the department may stop a motor Veh'ci?erceact, as amended byLP87-805 76 Stat. 91, by making

underthis section upon the publlighways for the purpose of gy finding, determination and otherwise doing any other thing
exercisingany power provided for in this chapter necessaryo proceed under that statute.
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1985 a. 29332 1993 a. 16 History: 1981 c. 347%s.47, 80 (1) 1993 a. 16

194.145 Hearing; decision. (1) Any person adversely 194.23 Certificate required. (1) No person may operate
affectedby a determination of the department under this chaptgfy motor vehicle as common motor carrier unless the person
may petition the division of hearings and appeals for revighe first obtains a certificate ani required under this chapter per
division of hearings and appeals shall set a time for a hearing@ issued by the department, or unléesperson is registered by
the matter and notice of the hearing shall be giverthe petitioner anotherstate under the unified carrier registration system consis
andthe departmerit least 10 days prior to the hearing. The-heagntwith the standards undé® USC 1390&nd14504a for the
ing shall be conducted as drearings for contested cases undejperation of the vehicle, except that no permieiguired for the
ch.227. operationof a semitrailer The department may issue or reftse
(2) In its decision the division of hearings and appeals m&sueany certificate. The department may atteckhe exercise
confirm or reverse or may modifyith orwithout conditions, the of the privilege granted by a certificate any terms or conditions
determinatiorof the department. Where appropriate, the divisiomhich are permitted under this chapter
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(2) Thedepartment shall issue a certificate withobearing 194.33 Municipal consent. No common motor carriesf
andorder if the department finds that the applicant is fit, willingropertyor of passengers shall operate amtor vehicle within
andable to provide the transportation authorized by the certificaie through any municipality except in compliance with action
andto comply with this chapter takenby the municipality in relation to streets, roads and routes in

(3) In determining the ability and fitness of a common motdhe municipality No action by any municipality under this section
carrierunder sub(2), thedepartment shall consider all of the-fol Shallbe subject to review by the department.

Iowing: History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1993 a. 246
(a) The applicang compliance with theequirements of SS. 194 34 Contract motor carriers; license;  application
194.41and194.42 and hearing. (1) No person may operate any motor vehicle as
(b) The applicans safety record. a contract motor carriennless the person first obtains a license

(c) The applicans financial ability to provide cgo insurance and,if required under this chaptex permit issued by the depart
or to have adequafmancialresources in order to pay for damagenent,or unless the person is registered by another state theder
claimsagainst the company unified carrier registration system consistent with the standards
(d) The app"canﬁ’ re||ab|||ty and service record. Und.e|'49 usc 1390&nd14504af0r the Operation of the motor
(4) If the department deniescertificate, the department Sh(,ﬂ”vehlcle,except that no permit is required for the operation of a

N : : -~ : mitrailer. The departmentnay refuse to issue any license or
notify the applicant in writing of the reason, and the applicant Sh%ﬂayattach o the exercise of the privilege granted bigense any

rrlwaevri?n? :r? )éiicti?égggl(: éggleicda(iif(l)crl]efr;?/ and reapply without P& termsor conditions which are permitted under this chapter

History: 1981 c. 347%s.51, 80 (L) 1985 a. 2081993 a. 161999 a. 1392007 (2) Thedepartment shaiésue a license without a hearing and
a.20, 2013 a. 163 orderif the department finds that the applicant is fit, willing and
o o » ableto provide the transportation to be authorized by the license
194.24  Application; form. Applications for allcertificates, and to comply with this chapter
licensesand permits required under this chapter shall be verified, (3) In determining the ability and fitness of a contract motor

written, and in conformitywith department requirements as tQ.arierunder sub(2), thedepartment shall consider all of the-fol
form and content. The department shall prepare and make | ing:

formsavailable to applicants. . . . .
History: 1977 c. 2%s.1313 1654 (7) (€)1977 c. 4181981 c. 34%.80 (1} 1993 (a) The applicang compliance with theequirements of ss.

a.16. 194.41and194.42
-~ -~ _ (b) The applicans safety record.
194.25 Nature of certificates. (1) No certificate or license  (¢) The applicang financial ability to provide cgo insurance

issuedin accordance with provisions of this chapter shall kg to have adequafmancialresources in order to pay for damage
construedo be irrevocable, or teonfer any property right upon cjaimsagainst the company

the holder thereof. . . . (d) The applicans reliability and service record.
(3) When the holdeof a certificate or license or any right or (4) |t the department denies a license, the departsteait
privilege thereunder dies, his or her personal representative, hej ify the applicant in writing of the reason, ’and the applicant shall

or surviving spouse may continue to operate thereunder for a . ;
sonableperiod after his or her death. The department shall haﬁ%ﬁ%? gr?)g%éﬁgg:f;;ﬁcdaﬁﬁefg? and reapply without pay

power to determine when such period shall end and N0 persofisior,: 1981 c. 34%s.61, 80 (1) 1985 a. 2081993 a. 161999 a. 1392007

shall operate undethe provisions of this subsection beyond the 20 2013 a. 163

date fixed by the department. Any person electing to operate ) B ) )

underthis subsection shall be considered as having assented td9%355 Operation under certificate, license or permit.

considereds the holder of said certificate, license or any right dihe operation of a motor vehicle under a certificate or permit

privilege thereunder for purposes of regulation urttlerlaws of issuedto acommon motor carrier or under a license or permit

Wisconsin. issuedto a contract motor carrier shall, during thieetive life of
History: 1981 c. 34%s.52, 53,80 (1) 1993 a. 16 the certificate, license or permit, be deemed to be the operation of

the holder of thecertificate, license or permit for all purposes

194.31 Inspection of records. The secretaryor any person relatedto the enforcement of this chapter and ¢i§, 341t0 349

employedby the secretarghall, upon demand, have the right and351

inspectthe insurance records of any common motor carrier ofHistory: 1979 c. 33%.5; 1981 c. 3901993 a. 16

propertyor of passengers or of angntract motor carrier and to

examineunder oath any figer, agent or employee of such carried94.37 Enforcement. ~ The department shall enforce the

in relation to the insurance required undéog. 41 provided that ordersrelating to the provisions of this chapter and shall ceordi

any person other than the secretautyo shall make such demandnateand allocate its activities so as tdeefively enforce such

shall produce his or her authority under the hand and seal of ffglersand this chapter

department. ll-iéstory: 1977 c. 2%s.1318 1654 (7) (€)(9) (€);1981 c. 34%s.63,80 (1) 1993
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) (9) (e);1977 c. 2731981 c. 3471993 a. 16 a

194.32 Buses, restrictions. No common motor carrier of tlh9e4di?y 0??#; I(;:lé%rgrmricévr\]/te:rs of department. (1) It shall be

passengershall operate any passenger—carrying bus ewgr

public highwayof this state with any trailer or semitrailer attache . -

exceptfor an articulated bus as defined i3¢0.01 (2m) No gndthehho_urs cf>ftl16_1borhof drivers of motor vehicles operated under

interurbanmotor bus which is of a double-decked open—rocyf'eaut orltyq this chapter ) .

designshall be operated upon the public highways under the () To act in accordance with9 USC 14504y making any

authority of this chapter As used in this section an interurbarinding, determination and otherwise doing any other thing reces

motorbus is deemed to be of a “double-decked open-roof desi%‘?rytg proceed under that statutdothing in this paragraph shall

whenpassengers are carried thereinan upper level throughout ermit the department to extend the length or weight of motor

thelength of the bus over passengers on a lower level through¥gficles. ) _

the length of the bus and the bus roof does not extend throughouf2) Nothingin this section shapermit the department to pro

thelength of the bus or is not permanently enclosed with cigid = Mulgate any rule under which the provisiong®CFR 390391,
struction. 392 395, and397 are applicable to, or enforceable with respect

History: 1981 c. 1591993 a. 162005 a. 1; 2011 a. 54 243 to, any farm truck or dual purpose farm truck combined with any

(b) To prescribe rules and regulations as to safeppefations

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.23(2)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.42
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2051
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2080
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/208
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/139
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2013/163
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201313
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2080
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2052
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2053
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2080
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/340.01(2m)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/159
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/11
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/54
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/243
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/246
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2013908
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2014504a
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.34(2)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.42
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2061
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2080
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/208
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/139
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2013/163
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20110
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20341
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20349
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20351
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/333
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/333,%20s.%205
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/390
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201318
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2063
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2080
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2014504
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20390
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20391
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20392
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20395
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20397

5 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. Database MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION 194.42

semitraileror farm trailer or any vehicle combined with a horseunified carrier registration system consistent with the standards
trailer, if the vehicle combinatios’grosscombination weight rat  under49 USC 1390&nd14504a
ing, registered weight, and actual gross weight do not exceed(2) No certificate or other contract filed undais section may
26,000pounds, the vehicle combination does not include & cofe [imited as to the total liability of the insurer thereundirany
mercialmotor vehicle described in340.01 (8) (cpr(d), and the seriesof accidents, and no such certificateotiter contract may
vehiclecombination is operated solely in intrastate commercepe terminated at any time prior to its expirationder the terms
19';55;0'13/33912%701505132 1977 . 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 2042, 347,1993a. 16 thereof, nor canceled for any reason whatevetless there has
Cross—reference: See also fans 327, . adm. code. beenfiled with the department by the insurer a notice theagof
least30 days prior to the date of termination or cancellation. The
194.407 Unified carrier registration system. (1) The 30-daynotice may be waived if an acceptable replacement has
departmentmay participate in and do all things necessary Rgenfiled under this section.
implementand administer a unified carrier registration system for (3) The provisionsof this section shall be deemed a part of
motor carriers, including private motor carriers, ascordance every such certificate or other contract and no other provision
with 49 USC 1390&nd14504a The department magonsistent thereofor agreement between the parties themedy operate to
with federal lawestablish by rule an annual fee under this sectiawoid the same.
for a motor vehicle that is operated in this state and that is subject4) The department shall adopt rules for the administration
to the unified carrier registration system. andenforcement of this section and the secrateay appoint any
(3) Thedepartment may use the egemcy rules procedure employeein the department as a representativefir tife secre
unders. 227.24to promulgate rules establishing the annual faary’s signature, including any facsimile signature adopted by the
specifiedin sub.(1). Notwithstanding s227.24 (1) (c)and(2), secretaryto administrative letters, notices and ordereritorce
theseemegency rules may remain infeft until a subsequent rule this section.
is promulgated under this subsection or until the date on Wthh(5) The department of transportation may require blaffiket
permanentules take déct, whichever is soonerNotwithstand ings of insurance, subject to such rulestlas department may
ing s.227.24 (1) (apnd(3), the department is ne¢quired to pro adopt.
vide evidence that promulgatirgrule under this subsection as an (6) (a) Except as provided under pé), the minimum insur
emergencyrule is necessary for the preservatinthe public - ,,coreqiired under sutgl) is the minimum level of insurance

peace health, safetyor welfare and is not required to provide dstablishedinder49 USC 13906a) (1)
finding of emegency for a rule promulgated under tiishsee '

tion. (b) 1. The minimum insurance required under gpfor a
History: 2007 a. 202011 a. 262 vehiclewith a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less is $300,000
Cross-—reference: See also chltans 178Wis. adm. code. unlessthe vehicle is transporting hazardous materials as listed

under49 CFR 172.101in which case the minimum insurance

194.41 Contract of liability for damage to person or requirementsinder par(a) apply

property. (1) No permit orvehicle registration may be issued 2. The minimum insurance required under gapfor a taxi

to a common motocarrier of propertycontract motor carrieor  caboperating under this chapter is the minimum level&@bflity
rentalcompanyno permit or vehicle registration may remain innsurancefor bodily injury and property damage required by the
forceto operate any motor vehicle under the authofithis chap  |ocal taxicab licensing oregulating ordinance applicable to such
ter, and no vehicle registration may be issued or remain in forg&icab. No such local ordinance may establish minimum levels
for a semitrailer unless the carrier or rental company has on @eliability insurance which are less than those required for a
with the department and infe€t an approvedertificate for a policy or bond under €44.15 (1) If no minimum levels of liabil
policy of insurance or other written contract in such form and cofy insurance are established by such local ordinance, the mini

taining such terms and conditions as may be approved by #@mlevels are the same as the levels required for a policy or bond
departmentssued by an insur@uthorized to do a surety or auto unders.344.15 (1)

mobile liability business in thistate under which the insurer History: 1973 c. 2001975 c. 243421; 1977 c. 2%s.1319 1654 (7) (2)1977
assumeshe liability prescribedby this section with respect to thec. 59, 203 325 1977 c. 418.924 (48) 1979 c. 102154 1981 c. 3471983 a. 34
operationof such motowehicles. The certificate or other contrachyoge: 599332 1987 2. 216.20,1993 a. 161999 a. 1302005 a. 2502007 a20

is subject tahe approval of the department and shall provide thaicross—reference: See also chifrans 176Wis. adm. code.

theinsurer shall be directly liable for and shall pay all damages forn insurer that paid for damages caused by a fleet vehicle not listed on the policy
injuriesto or for the death of persons or for injuries to or destrugndfor which no premium was received may recover from the insured under a policy
tion of property that may be recovered againstifuger or opera ﬁl\/nc/%t:jr;c;rgargé%g.se.Rural Mutual Insurance Co. Reterson].34 Ws. 2d 165395

tor of anysuch motor vehicles by reason of the negligent OperatileJnéierthigsdectio?, “operation” IincIutljesdlpaditr;g andhyrrécl)e}?in% and algl“op?rator"
thereofin such amount as the department may require. Liabilifig'udesa 3rd party permissively unloading the veniclglulienbeg v. Kilgus

may be restricted so as to be inapplicable to damage claimsgfﬁé‘ra N Cantiry Surety Comparg006 Wi App 13203 W, 20 362718 N2d
accountof injury to or destruction of property transported, but thes3 05-1218

department may require, and with respect to a carrier transporting

abuilding, as defined in 848.27 (12m) (a) 1shall require, acer 194.42 Exemption from undertaking; proof of financial

tificate or othercontract protecting the owner of the propertyesponsibility; revocation. The departmeninay by order
transportecby carriers fromoss or damage in the amount angxemptfrom the requirements of $94.41any common motor
underthe conditions as the department may require. No permitcarrierof property or of passengers, or other carrigrasfsengers
vehicleregistration may be issued to a common motor carrier lof motor bus, or contract motor carrier upon written application
passengerby any motor vehicle, or other carrier of passengers byereforand finding thathe applicant has the financial ability to
motor bus, except those registered in accordance w26 payany and all damages, liabilifgr which would otherwise be
(2) (a) and(d), and no permit or vehicle registration may remaiassumedby an indemnitor under 494.41 Any personso

in force to operate any motor vehicle unless it has on file with tagemptedshallfurnish to the department from time to time such
department like certificate oother contract in the form and eon information as to financial ability as the department may require
tainingthe terms and conditions as mmyapproved by the depart andshall promptly report to the department all accidentsrgod
mentfor the payment of damages for injuries to propertyiajud  ries arising out of its operations subject this chapter Such
riesto or for the death of persons, includipgssengers, in the exemptionmay be granted as to all or part of the meiicles
amountsas the department may require. This subsection does oypérated by the applicanThe department may by order revoke
applyto a motor carrier that is registered by another state underang such exemption, after hearing upbh days’ notice, and for

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/340.01(8)(c)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/340.01(8)(d)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/139
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/42
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/139
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/65
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2013908
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2014504a
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/227.24
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.407(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/227.24(1)(c)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/227.24(2)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/227.24(1)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/227.24(3)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/262
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20Trans%20178
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/348.27(12m)(a)1.
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/341.26(2)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/341.26(2)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/341.26(2)(d)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2013908
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2014504a
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41(6)(b)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/49%20USC%2013906
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20172.101
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41(6)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.15(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.15(1)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/200
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/243
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/421
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201319
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/59
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/59
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/203
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/325
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418,%20s.%20924
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/102
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/154
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/34
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/208
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/332
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/216
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/216,%20s.%2020
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/139
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/250
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/20
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2013/163
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20Trans%20176
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/134%20Wis.%202d%20165
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/395%20N.W.2d%20776
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/395%20N.W.2d%20776
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/2000%20WI%2066
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/235%20Wis.%202d%20770
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/612%20N.W.2d%20327
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/wicourtofappeals/99-2118
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/2006%20WI%20App%20113
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/293%20Wis.%202d%20382
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/718%20N.W.2d%20163
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/718%20N.W.2d%20163
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/wicourtofappeals/05-1218
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/194.41

194.42 MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. Database 6

cause. Within 10 days after the date of such order of revocatiareednot be filed for each separate payment made by any taxpayer
the person dected therebyshall in all respects comply with s.butarecovery may be had in one suit for as many payments as may

194.41 havebeen made within any 90-day period preceding the-com
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 273 mencemenbf such an action. Such suits shall be commenced as
) ) ) providedin s.775.01
194.43 Private motor carriers; regulation by depart - History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (1) 1979 c. 3%.92 (5) 2003 a. 33

ment. The department may regulate the operationgrivhte . . ) .
motor carriers, including thpower to designate from time to time194.53 Certain liability provisions in motor carrier
the public highways over which private motor carrier vehicleiansportation contracts prohibited. (1) In this section:
may or may not be operated and to designate the time that suclfa) “Affiliate” of a promisee means any agent of the promisee
vehiclesmay or may not be operated thereon so as to pregent or any independent contractor thatdirectly responsible to the
gestionwhich shall diect the safety of persomsid property upon promiseebut excludes anotor carrier that is a party to a motor
suchpublic highways; to require the display satisfactory evi carriertransportation contract with the promisee, any employee or
dencethat such vehicle is not being useddommon or contract agentof such a motor carrieior any independent contractor
motor carrier purposes; and to prescribe reasonableeressary directly responsible to such a motor carrier
rulesand regulations for the safety of operation of private motor (b) “Motor carrier” means a common motor carrier or contract
carriers. motor carrier

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1985 a. 202 (c) 1. “Motor carrier transportation contract’ means any
agreementregardless of whether it is writteatal, express, or

194.46 Amendment, suspension, or_revocation of cer - implied, between a motor carrier and a promisee covering any of

tificate, license, or permit; hearing. The department may at i e following:
; ; . . g:

anytime, by its order duly entered afeehearing had, upon notice . . .

to the holder of any certificate, license, or peramitler this chap a. The transportation of property for hire by the motor carrier

ter and an opportunity to be heard, at which it shall be proved that b- The motor carriés entrance on property for tperpose

the holder has willfully violated or refused to comply with any off loading, unloading, or transporting property for hire.

the provisions of this chapter or316.924 or any orders or rules c. Any service of the motor carrier incidental to any activity

of the department, alteamend, suspend, or revoke the certificateindersubd.1. a.orb., including the storage of property

license,or permit. The department may suspend or revalexa 2. “Motor carrier transportation contract” does not include the

tificate, license, or permitinder this chapter if, after providing theUniform Intermodalinterchange and Facilities Access Agree

holder thereof notice and an opportunity to be heard om#tteer ment administered by the Intermodal Association Mérth

the department finds that service under the certificate, license fAnericaor other agreements providing for the interchange, use,

permit has been abandoned. A person who is aggrieved byaapossession of intermodelhassis, containers, or other intermo

order of the department under this section maithin 30 days dal equipment.

afterthe date that the orderigsued, request a review of the order (d) “Promisee” means any person that enters into a motor car

by the division of hearings and appeals. rier transportation contract with a motor carrier
253%%)1% algg €. 291981 c. 34%s.68, 80 (1) 1985 a. 2771993 a. 162005 a. (2) (a) Notwithstanding $401.302 ch. 407, and any other
Cross-reference: See also sTrans 177.09Wis. adm. code. provision of law, no provision of a motor carrier transportation

contract,and nocovenant or agreement collateral to deeting
194.51 Suit to recover protested tax.  No suit shall be a motor carrier transportation contract, may indemnifgld
maintainedn any court to restrain or delay the collection or-payharmlesspr require the motararrier to provide a defense to the
mentof the taxes levied in this chapteFhe aggrieved taxpayer promiseeor any employee orfdlfate of the promisee, or have the
shallpay the tax as and when due, and, if peider protest, may effectof indemnifying, holding harmless, or requiring the provi
atany time within 90 days from the date of such paymenth&ie sionof a defense, from @gainst any liability for loss or damage
statein an action at law to recover the tax so paid. If it is finallgesultingfrom the negligence or intentional acts or omissiains
determinedhat said tax, or any part thereof, was wrongfully cothe promisee or any employee ofikte of the promisee.
lectedfor any reason, it shall be the duty of tiseretary of admin ~ (b) Any provision, covenant, or agreement in violation of par
istrationto pay out of the transportation fund the amount of suQa) is void and unenforceable.
tax so adjudged to have been wrongfully collected. A separate Suiistory: 2011 a. 33
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