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CHAPTER 187
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES

SUBCHAPTERI 187.20 Indemnification by incorporated Roman Catholic church; definitions.

GENERAL PROVISIONS 187.21 Indemnification of directors andfifers.
187.01 Religious societies. 187.22 Determination of voluntary indemnification.
187.02 Existing societies confirmed; may reanize. 187.23 Allowance of expenses as incurred.
187.03 Failure to elect trustees. 187.24 Authority to limit indemnification.
187.04 Episcopal church. 187.25 Additional rights to indemnification and allowance of expenses.
187.05 Organizations other than churches. 187.26 Court—ordered indemnification.
187.06 May take title to property 187.27 Indemnification and allowance of expenses of employees and agents.
187.07 Title to vest in trustees. 187.28 Insurance.
187.08 Devolution of property of defunct societies. 187.30 Definitions applicable to liability-related provisions.
187.09 Existing oganizations legalized. 187.31 Reliance by directors or fiders.
187.10 Congregational church. 187.32 Limited liability of directors and dicers.
187.11 Property of Church of Christ or Christian Church. 187.33 Limited liability of volunteers.
187.13 Missionary corporations. SUBCHAPTER llI
187.14 Consolidation of church corporations or congregations. LIABILITY ; OTHER RELIGIOUS ORGANIZAIONS
187.15 Methodist property 187.40 Definitions.
187.16 Salvation Army 187.41 Reliance by directors or fiers.
187.17 Eastern Orthodox Church. 187.42 Limited liability of directors and dicers.
187.19 Roman Catholic church. 187.43 Limited liability of volunteers.

SUBCHAPTER Il 187.44 Applicability of other liability provisions.

LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICA TION;
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUBCHAPTERI sofar as applicable, in subdh.of ch.157. Such corporation may
hold all lands then owned by it, other thand in addition to the
GENERAL PROVISIONS groundsso purchased, arichprove the same by the erection of

new buildings thereon or otherwiskr the purposes of revenue,

to be devoted to the uses of such corporation and in promoting
bers,over 18 years of age, not less than threstimbey of any religious and charitable works, and at pleasure lease, mortgage
churchor society of any religious sect or denomination whicRndSell the same. Any such corporation at argeting which it
shall have been ganized in this state and which, at the timdN@Y hereafter hold for thelectionof its trustees, whether desig
maintainsregular public worship mayafter due public notice ated by such corporation as trustees, wardensestdymeror

given at some stated meeting of such church, sect or denomifii€rwise, may make provision by resolution tcebéeredipon
tion, and any five or more persons of like age, not members of E{Hr? record of such meeting for the election of its trustees in classes,
religious congregation, desirous ofgamizing a corporatiom ~&nddetermine bysuch resolution what number or proportion of
connectiorwith a church of their owpeculiar tenets to be associ ItS trustees shall be comprised in each clasd,also the term for
atedtherewith, may aanize a corporation for religious, charita Which each class shall hold theifiog; and thereafters the term
ble or educational purposes in the manner hereinafter provide?f, €ach class expires, their successors shall be electedand

(2) CermiFicaTE. Such membersr persons shall sign andanceW|th said resolution.Such corporation by its bylaws may

acknowledgen certificate substantially in the following form: Provide for the time and manner of holding regular and special

Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (insert meetingsfor the holding of elections dor the transaction of all
%?%a

g . inessauthorized by lapand such bylaws shall have the force
namesof thesigners) and those who are or may become associ ; ;
with them for the purposes herein specified hagamized them w and all business transacted thereunder shgll be_valld.
selves into a religious society of the ... church (sect or denemina (4) NOTICEOFFIRSTMEETING; WHOMAY VOTE. Public notice of
tion or other description), located in (name of town, village df'¢ time a_md place of holding the first meeting of such corporation
city), in the county of ..., and state ofidbbnsin, for religious, shallbe given to thenembers of the church, sect or denomination

charitable and educational purposes, which society shall for two successive Sabbaths on whscdsh church, sect or denom
known and incorporated by the name of (here insert the nami@@tion shall statedly meet for public worship, previous to such
andshall record the same in thdicé of the register of deeds; andTeeting;such notice may be given by the minisieby one of the
when such certificate shall have been so recorded the sociglfers.deacons, church wardens or vestrymen thereof, or if there
namedtherein shall be a corporation and shall possess the povRg80 such dicers then by any membeand at such first meeting
and privileges granted to corporations by @81, so far aghe all the members oéuch church, sect or denomination over 18
sameare applicable or necessary to accomplish its purposes, ¥farsof age shall be entitled to a vote at soweting as members;
alsosuch as are conferred by this chapter butif such corporatiote oganized by persons not belonging to
(3) TRUSTEESNUMBER, TERMS;MAY HOLD PROPERTY. Such cor &Y religious congregation the majority of the incorporators
porationmay, by its bylawsfix the number of its trustees, pro namedin the certificate, all having notice thereof, may meet at
videdthat such number be not less than 3, and their ternficg of Suchtime and placas they shall deem proper for the purpose of
the manner of appointing or electing the same, and the qualifi@gfectingtheir oganization; andhe corporators named in such
tionsfor membership therein. It may take, receive, purchase, hgﬁftlflcateshall constitute the first board of trustees and trodd
and useboth the real and personal estate for the purposes ofgttce until others are chosen.
incorporationand noother; and lease, mortgage, sell and ether (5) TRUsSTEES' POWERS. The secular business and temporal
wise dispose of the same or any portion thereof as provided byafairs of every such corporation shall be managed and adminis
bylaws; and may also take by purchase, gift or otherwise and fiaredby the board of trustees, and ttgall have the custody and
everhold and improve any lands intended to be used for cemeteoptrol of the corporate propergnd make rules and regulations
groundsor burial places, subject to the provisions and restrictioriey the use of the same and for the renting of pevgtigs, and the

187.01 Religious societies. (1) How FORMED. The mem
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care,improvement and management of the cemetery groundburchin this state; provided, howevyéhat thetrustees, the rec
subject,however to the corporate bylaws. They shall appoint #r, wardens and vestry of St. PauEpiscopal church of the city
clerk or secretary and a treasymgith power to remove theame, of Milwaukee and each and every one of ttehereby forbid
and shall cause accurate records of all their proceedingsf athd den to sell, convegrin any manner transfer Forest Home ceme
businessmeetings ofsuch society to be kept, and they shall bery in the city of Milwaukee or any part thereof to any person or
governedn their oficial acts by the rules of their church, sect opersonsexcept in thenormal course of cemetery operations or in
denominationapplicable thereto and not inconsistent wite pursuanceof an order of some court having jurisdiction thereof,
laws of this state or the constitution and bylaws of the saciety madeupon due notice granting leave to convey the same.
(6) CHANGE OF CORPORATENAME. The name of such corpera  History: 1985 a. 316.25, 1989 a. 307
tion may be changed at any annual or special medtyng major o
ity vote of the members present. Notice that the matter of chah§7-05 Organizations other than churches. (1) TRusT
ing its name will be voted upml such meeting shall be given a§ES;TERMS;PURPOSES.Any diocesan CO_unCII or ConVent!On, eon
is provided by sub(4) for its first meeting and the same personfrencesynod or other body of authorized representatives of any
may vote thereon. churchor religious denomination or associationcongregation
(7) AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES. Such corporation may amendthereofmay elect any number of trustees, not less than three, to be
its articles of oganization or constitution at a regular meeting dficorporated;and when a certificate shall have been made and
said corporation by the majority vote of the members present ggnedby the presiding diter and countersigned by the secretary
thatsuch corporation has the right to ewith and transfer all Of the body by which they were elected, statimegf such persons,
of its real estate and personal property to another corpowdtiol@ming them, were elected trustees, the name of the body by
the same religious denomination. Argther amendments to whom electedthe corporate name by which such trustees are to
eitherthe articles of @anization or to the constitution of such-corb€known, the term for which they are to hold thefioefs, and the
poration shall be made in accordance with 481.1002to Purposes for which it is desired to incorporate tham, filed with
181.1004 the department dfnancial institutions, the persons named in such
History: 1971 c. 213.5; 1975 c. 945.91 (8) 1985 a. 316.25; 1997 a. 79 certificateas trustees and their successorsfinehall be a body
Cross—reference: See s182.01 (3)or provision that certain corporate documentscorporatefor the purposes mentionéu such certificate and for
may not be filed with secretary of state unless they bear the deafi@me. __suchpurposes, and no othshall have the usual powers of a-cor
Ch. 187 applies to incorporated religiouganizations. Unincorporated assecia P . .
tions derive their rights lajely from common law Trustees of an unincorporated POration;and themembers of such corporation shall hold their
associatiorare not empowerei» speak for the association in legal actions withoupositionsfor such term as the body electing them shall determine
g%%“ﬁ?\?v'zzgg'zg?g{?sfgp.L'lfsgzggsnfgegzumB“’aW""”O Counipzl Ws. 24 331 and until their successors are duly elected. Upon the receipt of
Religious societies incorporated unadér 187 are “persons” within the meaningSUChC_e.rtmcatev.the dell)ar.tme':]t financial [nstltutlons Sha“ Issue
of s. 32.19 and are entitled to benefits if they otherwise quéBfitty. Gen. 578. ~ a certificate of incorporation. But any diocesan council orcon
vention,conference, synod or other body composed of or divided
187.02 Existing societies confirmed; may reorganize. into district synods or other units may provide in its constitution
Every existing church, congregation or religious society heretfr the election of one or mooé its trustees by one or more of such
fore incorporated is hereby established @odfirmed and shall district synods or other unitsr that one or more of its trustees shall
continueto be governed by the statutes now applicable theref elected by said diocesan council or convention, conference,
notwithstandinghe same are repealed by this statute, is#@inge synodor other body from one or mooé such district synods or
manneras if notso repealed, until ganized under this chapter;other units.
andevery such church, congregation and society, imayive or (2) BoDY CORPORATETO HOLD TITLE. When any diocesan
more ofits members thereunto duly authorized by and acting |, conventionor conference or any synod or other body of
all its members at the time, become a corporation under this chgiyy, iz representatives of any church, or religious denomina
ter by making and recording the certificate provided herein, wiffy, “shai have elected trustees and strustees shall have
anadditional statement therein of theme by which such Society pacomea body corporate as provided in siib), the title to all

neys and to all propertseal, personal and mixed, and to all

?égaciesand bequests that shall be given, granted, devised or

bequeathedo or be purchased by such diocesan coucmilyen

tion, conference, synod or other body of authorizeglesenta

. . tives of any church or religious denomination, shall vest in the

;tBZH(e)Bpronae”ru:ﬁn teo serlgl‘]t \t,\r/lé?tkegsaisg‘;gﬁgﬂeo?;giﬁi?gs body corporate, formed by such trustees and shall be used, man
agedand conveyed by such corporation under the direction of and

formedunder this chapteand those once elected shall hold thelfrOr such uses and purposes and to the extent and under such

ffcesun e sucsssors v clected, I case of e dssaulyCioncnimialons o may fom e 0 b pesres
y P y p uch diocesan council, convention, conference, synod or other

provisionsof this chapter at any time within six years after sucB : ; L
dissolution;and thereupon all thestate, real and personal,-for gg%f?‘];”?;#gf? rized representatives of such churchetigious

merly belonging to the same and not lawfully disposed of sh
vestin such corporation athere had been no such dissolution, (3) INCORPORATIONOFDENOMINATIONAL BODIES;DECLARATION

BY MEMBERS; POWERS;REORGANIZATION. (&) Any denominational
187.04 Episcopal church. The rectors, wardens and vestnyP0dy mentioned in sul{1) having a constitution (or other instru
beingthe trustees of each Episcopal churdy be chosen at suchment of oganization), in writingatany stated meeting may vote
timesand in such manner as may be in conformity with the ruli&become a corporation and designate any of its members of adult
and usages thereof. Each such chuhghretofore or hereafter 29€,not less than 10 in numbeo make, acknowledge and file
may forever hold any lands intended to be used for cemetdigily in the following form:
groundsor burial purposes, subject to the provisions and restric Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (insert the
tionsof subchll of ch. 157 and any such church, by its trusteegyamesof the signers) members of the denominational ieatgin
officers or agents, who shall hold the temporalities thereof, maamed by vote of such body taken at its .... meeting, held on the
convey them with or without consideration to the trustees of the day of ...., .... (year), at ....,i¥¢onsin, and all others who now
fundsand property of th&piscopal church, however called,-actareor hereafter may become associated with them in said foody
ing within this state, to be held, sold or conveyed according to ttie purpose of forming a corporation under the laws oahsin,
directionof the diocesan conventiar council of the Episcopal declare:

ganizedunder this chapter; but such rganization shall not work
achange of the ecclesiastical connection of any such society
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1. Thename of such ganization shall be (here insert theattemptedo be oganized under cl7, Revised Statutes of 1849,

propername). or ch.66, Revised Statutes of 1858, or étl Revised Statutes of
2. The principal dice of the corporation shall be at (here inse878,and the acts amendatory thereoffilayg or recording a cer
the name of the place). tificate of the election of trustees or a certificate ajaorization

3. Themembership, dicers and directors of the COrpomiondesignatinghe name of the church or society with the register of

areas set forth in its constitution (or other written instrument G{€€dof the proper counfyand which, since such filing or recerd
organization)hereto attached. ing, has acted as a religiousareligious educational and charita

e corporation in pursuandkereof, shall be deemed to be legally
corporatedand shall havall the powers and be subject to all the
liabilities of religious corporations under the provisionsttaé

4. The corporation may amend its constitution (or other writt«%
instrumentof organization) as therein provided, afild with the

departmentof financial institutions a certificate theredfily chapter. Nothing herein contained shat construed to faict any

acknowledged. . . : h .
- ) I t d ding b t h t
5. Any afiliated corporation of the denomination may becomgﬁ fgr(i)lrlpgoi:ggsfng pending by or against any stich corporation

amember of the corporation in the manner provided in its €onstipisiory: 1993 a. 301
tution (or other written instrument of ganization).

(Signatures.) 187.10 Congregational church. (1) INCORPORATION. The

(Certificate of acknowledgment.) adultmembers, not less than three in numbéany Congrega
(b) Such corporation may take by gift or purchase for the pdional church, known as such in both government and name,
posesfor which it exists, any real or personal estate. which shall have been ganized in this state and which at the time

d maintainsregular public worship, may after due pubtiotice

rl]ven at some statexheeting of such church,ganize a corpora

exercisetherights and be subject to the obligations imposed up - . h .
corporationsorganized under general law ﬁdgp for rellglous, charltable or educatlonal purposes in the man

(d) Any such denominational body having incorporated an 5 h b hall si d ack led
electedtrustees undesub.(1) may reoganize under this section f( ) CERT'F&%ATE' SLr']C .m((ejm eris ak S|gn| aan ac novade gde,
andaccept fromits trustees a conveyance of any real estate apgjoresome dicer authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds
propertransfer of any other property in"the county where such church ig@anized, a certificate sub

History: 1975 c. 945.91 (8} 1995 a. 271997 a. 250 stantiallyin the following form:

Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (insert the
187.06 May take title to property . Every such corporation namesof signers), and those who are or who may become associ
may be empowered by the body electing them to take and hold edwith themfor the purposes herein specified, havgaoized
title to church propertyboth real anghersonal, of the church andthemselvesnto a church, located in (name of town, cityvir
religious denomination for which it is created, which is used dage),in the county of ..., and state ofidsbnsin, for religious,
designatedo be used for missionary or other proper purposes ¢haritableand educational purposes, which shall be known and
suchchurch or religious denominati@md not specially used for incorporatedby the name of (here insert the name).
the purposes of any local religious socigtgorporated under the  Anq they shall recorthe same in the fige of the register of
laws of this state; and to use, manage and convey the same tQjfi€ysof such countyand when such record is made the church
extentandunder such restrictions and limitations as may be prgamedtherein shall be a corporation and possess the powers and
scribedby the proper ecclesiasticalithority of their church or privilegesgranted to corporations by ctB1, so far as the same
religious denomination. areapplicable or necessary to accomplish its purposes, and also
suchas are conferred by this section.

(3) RuLEs. Such corporation mayy its constitution and
vlaws, fix the terms and qualifications of membership affide
erein,provide rules for the governmenttbe church and its if
cersand fix the number of its trustees, which shall be not less than

for a meetinghouse, burying ground or for the residence of %,their term of dice and the manner of appointing or electing the
preachershall, with the improvements, vest in the trustees of sucfAme. )
religious society as fully as if originally conveyed them, and (4) PrOPERTY, DEED, ETC. Such corporation may also take,
shallbe held by them and their successors in trust for such socié@geive purchase, hold and use both real prcsonal estate for

(2) And all conveyances heretofore or hereaftede to any the purposes for which it has been incorporated and no other; and
personor persons, intended to be in trust farfor the benefit of, Maylease, mortgage, sell and otherwise dispose ktime or any

any such societyshall be deemed to vetite said real estate in portionthereof in the manner provided by its rules and bylaws and

such society whether such person @ersons be denominated™a also take by purchase, gift or otherwise and forever hold and
thereinas trustees or not. improve any lands intended to be used for cemetery grounds or

burial places, subject to the provisions and restrictions, so far as

187.08 Devolution of property of defunct societies. If applicablein subchll of ch. 157
any such societyorganized under s4.87.01to 187.07 owning (5) TRusTEES' POWERS. The secular business and temporal
any real estate in this state, shall bebmcome dissolved by affairs of such corporation shall be administered by the board of
removal,withdrawal or death of its members, so that there is fisisteeswhichshall have the custody and management of the cor
acting organization thereof for a period efx years, or by the porateproperty and be governed in itdicfal acts by the rules of
majority vote of the members present at a regular meeting of stié corporation applicable thereto and not inconsistent thith
corporation,electto transfer all of its real estate and personghapter. Any suchcorporation may change its corporate name and
propertyto a corporation of the same religious denomination, aadoptany other Such change may beade at either a regular
thereshall be within this state a corporation of the same religioasnualmeeting thereof or @ special meeting called for that pur
denominatiororganizedas provided in s187.05 (1) the title to  pose, by resolution adopted by a majority of the members thereof
suchreal estate so owndxy such defunct society shall be vestednd spread upon its recordsA certificate, duly signed and
in such corporation of the same religious denomination nea¢knowledgedy the secretary and the presidinfcefr of such
higherin authority in such denomination. corporation,containing a copy of such resolution and showing the
nameadopted, shall be filed and recorded at the same place and
187.09 Existing organizations legalized. Everyreligious in the same manner as the original certificate of incorporation.
or religious educational and charitabé®ciety oganized or Suchcorporation shall, from and aftéve filing of such certificate,

(c) Such corporation shall have the powad privileges an

187.07 Title to vestin trustees. (1) All lands, tenements
and hereditaments thdtave been or may hereafter be lawfull
conveyedby demise, gift, grant, purchase or otherwise to any p
sonsas trustees, in trust for the use of any religious socigg-or
nizedor which may be hereafterganized withirthis state either
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be known by the name so adopted. The register of deeds shall motg soconveyed with the improvements, appurtenances anrd con
on the magin of the record of the original articles such change ditions thereto annexed shall be held by such trusteeshamd
name together with the book and page whikre certificate herein successorsn office, when such conveyance shall have been
providedfor is recorded. approvedby the council, convention or synod represented by said
(6) REORGANIZATION; FAILURE TO MAKE NOT TO DISSOLVE. trUSteengClUSiVely for the purposes sfich trU.St as specified and )
Every existing re”gious Society of any Congregationa| Churcﬁ'{edaredln. the conveyance thereof and SUbJeCt to all the eondi
known as such in both government and name, whose boardi@ps of said conveyance.
trusteeshave heretofore been incorporated undetatws of this ~ History: 1975 c. 94.91 (8) 1985 a. 316.25.

statemay by five or moreof its members, including in every cas% 711 Property of Church of Christ or Christian

all the members at the time acting as trustees, thereunto qdfy, - whenever any local religious society of the denomina

authorizedby and acting for the societhecome a corporation w4, ynown as the Church of Christ or tBaristian Church, which
underthis chapteiby making and recording the certificate Pro,centsthe \Wsconsin Christian Missionary Association as its
videdfor herein, with an additional statement therein ofrthme missionary organization becomes defunct or is dissolve

Bnyhi(t:r:‘ tSlt".Ch St?Ciet)I/( and the ((j:orp”orgtiondctcr)]nrtlecter? With it pertythereof shall vesh the Wisconsin Christian Missionary
eforethat ime been known and called, and that Such SoCiety ik ciation, the state institution of said denomination, and if

corporation are reganized under this section; but such gami- \ishin 3 years from the date when such local society becomes
zationshall not work a change of the ecclesiastical conneofion o nctor is dissolved it is reincorporated fhe manner pre

any such society If any such society or corporation shall fail tq. e in 5 187,07 the said property so belongitgsuch defunct
becomereoganized as herein provided such failure shall not Wofl gissolved local corporation at the time of its dissolution shall

its dissolution;and the board of trustees heretofore incorporat stin suchnew corporation. Any local religious society shall be
not less tharthree nor more than nine in numpehall hereafter oo metefunct within the meaning of this section when it shall
beappointed or elected according to the rules of the society Wi{lh o ceased to maintain at least aagular service per month for
which theyare connected, be governed by the provisions of sajtherioq of 2 years. Sectidr87.03shall not applyto or afect
sectionswhich relate to the duties of trustees, and have all t igious societies of the denominatidmown as the Church of
powersandbe subject to all the liabilities of religious corporationgp it or the Christian Church

thereunder. '

(7) FalLURE TO ELECTTRUSTEES. No failure to elect trustees at187.13 Missionary corporations. (1) INCORPORATION. ()
the proper time shall work a dissolution of any such corporatioAny 10 persons, over 18 years of age, who are members of
andthoseonce elected shall hold theirfioks until their succes churchesof any religious sect or denomination, which churches
sorsare elected. In case of the dissolution of any such corporatirvebeen or may hereaftbe incorporated under the laws of this
the samemay be reincorporated under the provisions of this sestateand maintain regular publigorship, may aganize a corpo
tion, at any time within six years after such dissolution; and thenation for religious missionary purposes in the manner herein pro
upon all the real and personal estate formerly belonging to thizled. They shall sign and acknowledge before sonfieesf
sameand not lawfully disposed of shall vest in such corporatiauthorizedby law to take acknowledgments of deededificate
as if there had been no such dissolution. substantiallyin the following form:

(8) PROPERTY,TITLE OF, TOVESTIN wHOM. All lands,tenements Know all by these presents: That the undersigned (here insert
and hereditaments thdtave been or may hereafter be lawfullthe names of the signers), members of churchgarized and
conveyedby demise, gift, grant, purchase or otherwise to any pémncorporatedunder the lawsf Wisconsin and now maintaining
sonsor trustees in trust for the use of any religious sociegg-or regular public worship, and all other persons who are or may
nizedor which may hereafter begamized withirthis state, either becomeassociatedvith them for the purposes herein specified
for ameeting house, burying ground or parsonage shall, with th@veorganized themselves into a religious society to be located
improvementsyest in suctchurch when incorporated under then (here insert the name of town, city or village), in the county of
provisionsof this section, as fully d@goriginally conveyed to it; ....,in the state of lgconsin, for religious missionary purposes,
andin case the society has not been so reincorporatedveisall which society shall be known and incorporatedthg name of
in its trustees and be held them and their successors in trust fothereinsert the name)And each such person so signing such cer
it. tificate shall add or cause to be added immediately aftepehe

(9) DEVOLUTION OF PROPERTYOF DEFUNCT CHURCHES. When  Son's signature the following: Member of th{glenomination)
everany local Congregational churshall become defunct or bechurch,at (here insert town, village or city), in .... cougscon-
dissolved the property thereof shall vest in thasgbnsin Con Sin, or other words particularly designating the church of which
gregationalAssociation, the stateganization of said denomina theperson is such member
tion. Any local Congregational church shall be deemed defunct(b) Such certificate shall be recorded in thicefof the regis
within the meaningf this section when it shall have ceased ttgr of deeds of such countgnd when so recorded the society
maintainat least one regular service per month for a period of twwamedtherein shall be a corporation and shall possess the powers
years. andprivileges granted to corporations dfy. 181 so far as the same

(10) EXCEPTIONAND PROVISO. The societiesf any Congrega areapplicable or necessary to accomplish its purposes, and also
tional church, known as such in both government and nanf!chas are conferred by this subsection and i@’ﬂnd@)-.
hereinprovided for shall be exempirom the provisions of this  (2) OFFICERS;RULES; PROPERTY. Such corporation majy its
chapterexcept such as are contained in this section; providal, constitutionand bylawsfix the terms and qualifications of mem
the trustees of the funds and property of any churateligious bershipand ofice therein provide rules for the government of the
denominationduly elected by any council, convention, confersocietyand its oficers, and fix the number of its trustees, not less
ence, synod or other body of authorizegresentatives of any thanthrc_ee_nor more than nine, their teraisffice and the manner
suchchurch or religious denomination, and otherwise qualified 8§ appointing or electing the same. It may take and receive by gift,
providedby law and their successors irfioé are hereby declared grant,purchase or otherwise and hold and use both real and per
to be a good and didient corporation, duly @anized and fully sonalestate for the purposes for which it has been incorporated
formed, constituted and empowered to receive laold any lands, andno other; and may leaseprtgage, sell and otherwise dispose
tenementsand hereditaments that may be conveyed to it 19§ the same or any portion thereof at pleasure.
demise gift, grant, purchase or otherwibg or from any person, (3) PoweRrs. The secular business and temporfaliiaf of such
persons.trustees or corporation in trust for a church, meetirgprporationshall be administered by the board of trustees. It shall
house parsonage, rectargchool or hospital, or for the other usesappointa clerk or secretary and a treasunéth power to remove
andpurposes of any such church or denomination, angheogy  the same, and shall cause accurate records of all its proceedings
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andof all business of such society to be kept, and such boardsbéll have all the powers and be subject to all the obligattbns
trusteesshall have the custodind management of the corporateeligioussocieties as prescribed by this chapter

propertyand be governed in itsfifal acts by the rules of the seci  (5) Saidjoint commissioners shall, as soon as practicable after
ety applicablethereto, and not inconsistent with the laws of thisychconsolidation, call a meeting of all the members of the con
state;and it may adopt and have a corposstal and alter the samesglidatedsociety at which meeting said consolidated society shall
at pleasure. No failure to elect trustees at the proper time shglbptwhatever bylaws may beecessary and elect all necessary
work adissolution of any such corporation and those once eleclicers and transact anyther business necessary or proper for the
shallhold their ofices until their successors are elected. The SigRey corporation. Until such fi€ers have beealected, said joint
ersof such certificates shall constitute the first board of trustegsmmissionershall be the governing boaefisaid consolidated
or directors, and in likenanner shall hold their fides until their society,and shall have the power to do anything necessary or
successorare elected. properto fully effect the consolidation or anything immediately
History: 1971 c. 213.5; 1975 c. 94.91 (8) 1975 c. 199 necessaryor the good of said society

187.14 Consolidation of church corporations or con (6) Whenthe incorporation o& consolidated society is com

gregations. (1) Whenevetthe members of two or more ineor Plétéd as provided in this section, the consolidated sodiety

poratedreligious societies of the same church, sect, denominatigstedwith all the temporalities and propertgal or personal, of

or ecclesiasticatonnection shall desire to consolidate said-sodf!€ constituent societies. Any gifts, grandvises, or bequests

eties,such consolidation may beegted in the followingnanner; accruingto either of the former societies after the completion of
(2) Everysuch incorporated society shlst of all submit to the incorporation of the consolidated socjeaty to the consoli

the members thereof, at any regular meeting or at any sped@jcdsociety by whatever namdesignated, are valid and shall
meetngcaled o haptrpose pirsuant o he proviions of k50 1 Vo heensoldated scittlo . gant, devee
charter, articles of incorporation an aws, the question . - X .
whetheror not such socieFt)y shall consolid);;te with anyqone or mngteadthe consphdated society shall t_ak_e the gift, grant, devise,
othersocieties with which it is proposed to consolidate. If a majo(?r bequ_eSt as either of the former societies would have.
ity voting at such meeting shall be opposed to socisolidation, ~ 'S1°": 1975 ¢. 94.91 (8} 1979 c. 891997 a. 2502001 a. 103
thenthe said society shall have no authot@yconsolidate until
suchlater dateas a majority may be in favor thereof; but in ca
a majority voting at any such meeting of any such society sh
favor consolidation with any one or more other societies of t
samechurch, sect, denomination or ecclesiastical connecti o . . -
thensuch consolidation shall proceed as hereinafter prescribed!eSand discipline of said church and their successorsfigeof
: appointedas aforesaid, shall be persons in,laapable of con

(3) Themembers present at any such meeting shall qetermﬂggting and being contracted with, suing and being sued, and
_by resolution with what other societyr societies, a consolidation defendingand being defended in all suits and actiohatsoever
is to be efected. _ bothin law and in equityand shalhave power to receive, acquire,

(4) The members present at any such meeting of @argh hold, possess and enjoy in trust for The Methodist Church, any
societyafter a resolution has been adopted to consolidate with gRguestslands, tenements and hereditaments, and to use,-admin
or more other societiess herein provided, shall choose from itgster, sell, mortgage and convey the same, in the manner provided

membershree representatives to be known as “joint commissiof said rules and discipline for the proper benefit of said church.
ers”to meet with a similanumber of such “joint commissioners” (2) Whenevera vacancy shall occtin any such board or

from any other sociefor societies, with which is proposed to boardsof trustees, by death, resignation, removal from the society

ﬁ)(:,[/‘isnm'dgcs;gdaﬁgmer#g'?ﬁ?gr?éslg\?v?ﬁrs dustir:easl! have the fol or conference, or otherwise, sueaicancy shall be filled accord
9p P 9 ) ing to the rules and discipline of said church.

() Said joint commissioners, or a majority of them, shall have_(s) All bequests, lands, tenements and hereditaments that now
g{; gﬁgﬂ)tg&e&:\?ﬁ by what corporate name the consolidated Sqfbor may hereafter be held, received or acquired by any trustee
. o o or trustees, in trufor The Methodist Church in this state, for the
_ (b) Said joint commissioners, or a majority of them, may makg,hosewf religious worship, residences for their pastor of pas
sign and acknowledg:_acertlflcate of consolidation, which certifi tors, district superintendents or bishops, burygrgund, or for
catemay be substantially as follows: otherreligious, educationadr recreational purposes, shall, with
Know all by these presents: That the undersigned, dulye proceeds, avails, improvemenrgad appurtenances thereof,
appointedoint commissioners of .... of ....,i¥¢onsin, and .... of descendo and be held by such trustee or trustees as may from time

..., Wisconsin, to efect a consolidation of said incorporatedo time bechosen or appointed according to the rules and-disci
religioussocieties, do hereby certify that, pursuant to the authoriyine of said church.

in us vested, we have consolidated and do hereby consolidate th@t) Wheneverany local Methodist church or society shall
abovenamed ... of ..., Wconsin, and .... of ...., BEonsin, into p o0 medefunct or be dissolved thights, privileges and title to

one religious society of the .... (church, sect, denomination .
otherdescription), located in the .... of .cqunty of ...., and state fHe property thereof, both real and personal, shall veshen

of Wisconsin,which consolidated society shall be known an@%@?ﬁ!ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ?iﬁ&ﬁ#e administeggtording to the rules and
incorporatedby the name of .... P )

. 5) All corporations of the Methodist Episcopal Church and
thisl,n W|(t1r;§s§fwhereo?y\év:r)have hereunto set our hands and Sﬁl Methodist Church heretoforeganized or attempted toe

organizedin accordance witkchapter 89, lawsf 1849 chapter

(Acknowledged) 292, laws of 1864 chapterl23 of the private and local lanef

(Signed) ... (Seal) 1872,and chapter 379 of the private and local laws of 1868, as

(c) The certificate, together withcrtified copy of the resolu  amendedy chapter 385, laws of 188&ndchapter 158, laws of
tion from each society authorizing the consolidation, shall H€©23 and all such corporationsgamized in substantially the
recordedin the ofice of the register of deeds of the county isamemanner as provided in this section, shall be valid corpora
which the newly consolidated sociefg located. When so tions from and after the date of suctganization or attempted
recorded, the consolidated society shall be arcorporated organizationand be subject to the jurisdiction and discipline of
religioussociety under and by virtue of the laws of this state asdid Methodist Church.

87.15 Methodist property . (1) All trustees who have
en,or may hereafter be chosen or appointed in any society or by
y conference of The Methodist Church, (known in this state
ior to 1939 as the Methodist Episcopal Church) according to the
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A resolution by a local congregation to disavow themselves from the United Me®alvationArmy in the United States of America. Mot or pre

odist Conference and to rescind all relations, and a further resolution not to hol f . . : :
financial obligations to the conference and to negotiate dissolution with the confggedmgm the trustees of the Salvation Army is valid without the

ence, dissolved’ the congregation under sub. (4jtleTo the local churcproperty ~ vVote of the majority of the trustees of the corporation.

vestedin the conference although the congregation continued to function. United
MethodistChurch, Inc. vCulver 2001 W 55 243 Ws. 2d 394627 N.W2d 469 (4) POWERSAND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. The trustees of a corpo
99-1522 ration, incorporated under this section, shall itheecustody and

control of all the temporalities and propertgal and personal,

187.16 Salvation Army. (1) INcORPORATION. Any corps of belongingto the corporation in this state and the revenues-there
the Salvation Army irnthe state of iéconsin may become incor from, and shall administehe same in accordance with the disci
poratedas a charitable, educational, missiongfyilanthropic, pline, rulesand usages of the Salvation Army or the governing
beneficialand religious ayanization, by theommander in chief bodythereof and the provisions of law relating thereto. The board
of the Salvation Army in the United States of America andehe of trustees of the corporation may adopt bylaws for the calling and
ritorial commander of the central territory of the Salvation Armgonduct ofthe meetings of its members, the government and regu
in the United States of Americengether with three otherfafers lationsof the corporation, the management of its proparigithe
or laypersons, members of the said loBalvation Army corps, regulationof its afairs. This section does not give to the trustees
executingacknowledging and filing a certificate of incorporatiorany control overthe policy or control of the religious or ecclesias
with the department of financial institutions, givingéterporate tical membership of the Salvation Armyr power to dismiss or
name the location of the headquarters of said corpsist@vsin, removeany of its oficers or members, qrower over any of the
the names of the incorporatoiits general objects and purposesspiritual officers of the association, who shall febject to the
Saidcertificate shall be recorded with the department of financiallesand discipline of the association laidwn by the general of
institutions and aerified copy thereof in the fafe of the register the Salvation Army or his or her successor ificaf.
of deeds in the county wherein the maificefof said corps of the (5 AmenpmENT OF ARTICLES. The articles of incorporation of
SalvationArmy is located. When such recordmde the corpo gy,ch corporation may be altered or ameritjea two-thirds vote
rationshall come into existence apdssess the powers and privi ¢ the trustees of such corporation. When adopted, a comcbf
legesgranted to corporations by chB1sofar as the same aré 3mendmenaccompanied by certificates signed by the president
applicableor necessary to accomplish its purpose, and also sU}isecretary of the corporation shall be filgith the department
powers as are conferred by this section. of financial institutions and the original documents shall be

(2) Powers. A Salvation Army corps, incorporated undiee  recordedwith the register of deeds of the county where sioch
provisionsof this section, may in particular engageraritable, porationshall have its principal fice.
educational missionary philanthropic, beneficial anckligious History: 1979 c. 89110 1993 a. 184301 1995 a. 27
work of the character that has been and is being conducted by the
branchof the Christiarchurch known as The Salvation Army andl87.17 Eastern Orthodox Church. (1) DEFINITION. As
may do everything and may act and carry on every kind of eperasedin this section, théerm “Eastern Orthodox Church,” also
tion necessary and incidental to the maintenance of such wakown as the “Greek Orthodox Church” includes fhowing
Suchcorporation may receive and hold both real and persorakablishedind operating jurisdictions of that church:
propertyof and for said The Salvation Armyay execute rusts () The jurisdiction of the Orthodox Ecumenictriarchate
thereof;may from time to time transact any business and carry gNConstantinople exercised in the Americas including the United

anywork or operation in connection with and fae purposes of siatesand possessions, by its duly authorized exarch, metropoli
the foregoing; may enter into, make, perform and carry out copy, archbishop or bishop:

tractsof every kind and for any lawful purposesay issue bonds (b) Thejurisdiction of the apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate of

or obligations of the corporation and secure shene by trust . > X X h - c
deed rT?ortgage pledge olr)otherwise if deemed best o?/necesé% och, exercised in the Americas including the United States
i ’ . possessions, bits duly authorized exarch, metropolitan,

by thesaid corporation and may dispose of the same; may take 2Ry P : 4

hold by lease, gift, purchase, grant, devise or bequest, any prafF1Pishopor bishop; _ _

erty, real, personal or mixed, for the objects of said corporation (€) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Mos¢@xercised

andissue bonds therefoand secure the same by mortgage, truiét the Americas including the United States and possessions, by

deedor otherwise; may sell, assign, grant or convey any realitst duly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or bishop;

personal property by proper written instruments execeiter (d) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Alexandeagr

by the trustees of the corporation or by dfficers thereof, when cisedin the Americas includinthe United States and possessions,

thelatter have been duly authorized so to act by the trustees; bgdts duly authorized exarch, metropolitanchbishop or bishop;

shall have generally all the rights, privileges, immunities and (e) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate aigbslavia (Serbia),

powersgranted to religious corporations in their secultaies.  exercisedn the Americas including the United States and pesses
(3) GOVERNMENTAND OFFICERSOF THE SALVATION ARMY. The  sions,by its duly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or

commander in chief dhe Salvation Army in the United States ofbishop;

America, the territorial commander dfie central territory of the (1) The jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, exercised
Salvation Armyin the United States of America, the chief secrg, the Americas including the United States and possessions, by
tary of thecentral territory of the Salvation Army in the Unitedig duly authorized exarch, metropolitan, archbishop or bishop;

Statesof America, the divisional commander of the Salvation S .
Army in the state of consin and one fiter or lay member of . (g) The jurisdiction of the autonomous churches which operate

: : : Greece, ¥Ygoslavia (Serbia), Rumania and Bulgaria exercised
the Salvation Army in the United States selected by the-corﬁ . . ; - .
manderin chief of the Salvation Army in the United States of (Ne Americas including the United States and possessions, by

America, shall be trustees of such a corporatio the dfcers their duly al_Jth_orl_zegI exarch, metrc_>p_ohtan, archbishop or bishop;
and the lay trustee shall together constitute the board of trustee§)) The jurisdiction of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
thereof. The 4 first-mentioned fi¢ers of the corporation shale United States of America, exercised in thmericas including the
trusteeghereof during their term of fai¢e, and shall cease to beUnited States and possessions, by its duly authorized exarch, met
trusteesthereof upon their removal or resignation. The term é@politan,archbishop or bishop.

office of the 5th trustee shall be one year and mayebwved (2) Governing BoDY. The governing body of the Federated
from office at anytime by a vote of the 4 first—-mentionedioérs, EasternOrthodox Jurisdictions iAmerica shall consist of trust

or a majority of them. Whenever thdioé of a trustedbecomes eesof the ecclesiastical heads, also known as hierarchs, the chan
vacanta successor shall be appointed from ttieefs or mem cellor and the secretary afaid federation and not more than 8
bersof the Salvation Army by the commander in chief of thadditionaltrustees, communicants of the Eastern Orthodox faith.
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(3) APPLICATION FOR INCORPORATION. An unincorporated of the diocese; and the pastor shall be and remain a member of the
church,congregation, parish @ociety of the Eastern Orthodoxcorporationso long as the pastor shall be pastor of the congrega
faith, may apply to the appropriate hierarch, bishop or administtéon; and whenever either all of them shall cease to be bishop,
tor for permission to incorporate under this chaptdpon receiv  vicar—generabr pastor as aforesaid their respective successors as
ing such permission, such body may proceed to incorporate phishop, vicar—general or pastor shall becdh®gr respective suc
suant to s187.01 cessorsas members of the corporation, andike manner they

(4) GOVERNMENTOFLOCAL CHURCHES. (8) Every church, con shallhave perpetual succession. The bishop and vicar-general or
gregation,parish, society or committee incorporated pursuant €itherof them may be represented at any meaedfrtge congrega
sub. (3) shall recognize and be subject to the jurisdictiml  tion or at any meetingf the directors by proxy with like fetct as
authorityof the duly appointed and canonical hierarch, bishop érpersonally present. The 2 laypersehall be and remain mem
otheradministrator; shall accept, secure or receive the sacram@rsof the corporation for the term ofy2ars and until their suc
tal, pastoral or ministerial service$ such clegy only as are so cessors,who in all cases shall be laypersons, are chosen or
certified to be of lawful and canonical status or authority in theelectedas provided by the bylaws. In casfea vacancy in the
Eastern Orthodox Church; shall retain or seas@astors only office of bishop of the diocese the administrator thereof, or such
such clegy as have, in addition, the permission of the hierarchther person as may be appointed accordimghe rules of the
bishopor administrator certified to be appropriate; ahdll in all  RomanCatholic church to preside over and administesiig-
respectsonform to, maintain and follow the faith, doctrine, ritualtual and temporal &irs of the diocese, shall be, while he is such
communion,discipline, canon lawtraditions and usages tife administratoror appointee, a member of the corporation in the
EasternOrthodox Church. placeand stead of the bishop of the diocese laanke the same

(b) Any action of the trustees or parish committees regardiﬁﬁwera”d authority in the corporation as the bishop would have.
the calling, appointment, removal or compensation of parish (4) OrriCERs;BONDS. The oficers of the corporation shall be
clergy shall be subject to approval in writing by the appropriagpresident, vice president, treasurer and secreldrg bishop, a
bishopor administrator exercising jurisdiction. successoor administrator or other person appointed according to

(c) The trustees of every such incorporated or reincorporaié§ rules of theRoman Catholic church, or administrator for the
body shall have the custody and control oftiaé temporalities and time being, shall be president; the pastor shall be vice president,
property,realand personal, belonging to the corporation togeth@pdthetreasurer and secretary shall be selected or chosen from
with all revenues therefrom and shall administer the same stric#jpongthelaypersons as provided by the bylaws. In all cases the
in accordance with theylaws of the corporation and the rulestréasureshall be required to give bond to the corporation in the
regulationsand usages dhe orthodox jurisdiction or ecclesiasti Sumand with the sureties the directors require, conditioned that
cal governing body to which such church is subject. the treasurer will faithfully account for and pay over all moneys

(5) AppLicATION. This section applies to all churchesy receivedas treasurer and otherwise faithfuligchage the duties
gregationssocieties, parishes, committees atitbr local ayani-  Of the ofice, which bond shall, before the treasurer enteen
zationsgoverned by jurisdictions, bishoprics, dioceses, missiofidcduties, be approved by the president, vice president and sec
of any orthodox patriarchateynod or national church of the East€taryby endorsement made thereon. Whenever the secretary or

ernOrthodox Church of the patriarchates set forth in &lj(a) Ueasurerafter due notice, neglects or fails to attendrtteetings
to (g). P ) of the directors or attend to the business of the corporti®n

office shall be declared vacant by the remaining directors and the

187.19 Roman Catholic church. (1) BisHopmay Incor-  Vacancybe filled by them.
PORATE. The provisions of this chaptezxcept this section and  (5) DEBTS;SALE OF REALTY. The bishopor administratarthe
subch.Il, shall not apply to or imny manner #&ct the Roman Vicar—generalpastoytreasurer and secretary shall be directors of
Catholicchurch or denomination, or any society or religious cothe corporation. They maly a majority vote, contract debts not
porationnow existing or which may beganized inconnection €xceedingn amount the sum of $300. Debts in excess of that sum
therewith. Thebishop of each diocese, being the only trustee fay be contracted by the consent and vote of all the directors.
eachRoman Catholic church in his diocese, may cause any or#ichdebt may be evidenced laynote or other evidence of debt
congregationgherein to be incorporated by adding four mor@ndmay be securedy a mortgage on the property of the corpora
membersas trustees as hereinafter provided. The bishopiend tion, but the note, other evidence of debt or mortgage shall not be
ar-generabf each diocese, the pastor of tlmngregation to be construedas implying anycovenant for the payment of the sum
incorporatedtogethemwith two laypersons, practical communi therebyintendedo be secured on the part of any of the directors,
cantsof such congregation (the latter todi@sen from and by the butthe remedies of the payee or mortgagee naheedin shall be
congregation)shall be such trustees. confinedto the lands and property of the corporation. The real

(2) Powers. Such corporation shall assume an appropria?éta,teof the corporation shall not be sold, mortgagettumbered
namein its articles of incorporation and may purchase, accef¥, disposed of in any manner without the vote and consent of all
own and hold propertyreal and personal, and sell, convey ante directors.
otherwisedispose of the same and contract debts, all of which (6) ByLaws. The directorspy unanimous vote, may adopt
shallbe done subject to the bylaws dhd restrictions hereinafter suchbylaws, not contrary to the constitution and laws of this state,
provided. Such corporation may sue and be sued, have a comrtiudstatutes of the diocese and the disciplintnefRoman Catho
seal,which may be changed at pleasure, andlbithings neces lic church, as may be deemsetessary for the proper government
saryfor the proper transaction of its business and duties andcadllsuch corporatioand the management and business thereof or
things needful in the management of the tempofalrafof the thetemporal ghirs of such congregation which may become-con
RomanCatholic church of such congregation, and for the benefiectedtherewith or attached theret8aid bylaws may be altered
thereofand of such members as may become attached and belngmended in the same manner as bylaws are herein retquired
to said church in conformity with such rules and regulations he adopted and not otherwise; and whenever so adamted
may be established by its bylaws; and also to purchase, own, halshendedshall, before taking &fct, be recorded by the secretary
regulate control, manage atispose of any eleemosynaegluca in a book to be kept for that purpose and be subscribedaadby
tional, cemeteryreligious or other property which it may acquireof said directors.
in connection with said church and the congregation thereof or bg7) ARTICLESTO BE RECORDEDIN OFFICEOF REGISTEROF DEEDS.
assignedo it by the bishop or other person or persons. Whenever any of said congregations have complied witfotee

(3) BIsHOP, VICAR-GENERAL, PASTOR. The bishop and vicar— going provisions, the articles of incorporatidhereof shall be
generalshall be and remain membafthe corporation as long madeout accordinglybesigned by the president and secretary in
asthey shall be and remain respectivieishop and vicar—general the presence of two witnesses, wétall sign their names thereto,
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and acknowledged before some notary public or other person(b) An individual who, while a director or fader of an incor
authorizedby law thereto and filed with the departmenfiohn-  poratedRoman Catholic churclis or was serving at the request
cial institutions, and recorded in thdioé of the register ofleeds of the incorporateéRoman Catholic church as a directaifficer,
in the county or counties where such corporation may own regalrtner,trustee, membeof any governing or decision—-making
estate. committee manageremployee or agent of a corporatitmited

(8) FAILURE TOFILE ORRECORDARTICLESIN OFFICEOFREGISTER  liability company partnership, joint venture, trust or ottesiter
OF DEEDSNOT TO AFFECTVALIDITY. Whenever in the ganization Prise.
of corporations under this section themay have been a failure  (c) An individual who, while a directaw oficer of an incorpe
to record the articles of association or to file a copy thereof in treted Roman Catholic church, is or was serving eanployee
office of the register of deeds of the proper coustich failure benefitplan because his or her duties to the incorporated Roman
shallnot afect the validity of the corporation but the corporatioi€atholic church also imposed duties on, or otherwise involved
shallbe a body corporate from and after the date of the sigrfiingservicesby, the person to thglan or to participants in or beneficia
the articles provided that the corporation recottuis articles or riesof the plan.
files a copy thereof in the fie of the register of deeds of the  (d) Unless the context requires otherwise, the estate or per
propercounty within 3 months after April 10, 1901. sonalrepresentative of a director orfioér of anincorporated

(9) AMENDMENT OFARTICLES. The articles of incorporation of RomanCatholic church.

anysuch congregations mag altered or amended by the urani (2) “Expenses’includes feescosts, chages, disbursements,
mousvote of the directors of such corporation. When adoptegtiorneyfees and any othexpenses incurred in connection with
duplicate copies of such amendment, each with a certificaigproceeding.

theretoafiixed, signed by the president and secretary andttte 3y «,¢omoratedRoman Catholic churchheans a corpora
directors,and sealed with the corporate seal, if there bestat jon organized under £87.19

ing the fact and date of the adoption of such amendment and Eh ) “Liability” includes. theobligation to pay a judgment

the same was adopted by unanimous vote of the directdte of . = ) -
Settlementforfeiture, or fine, including any excise tax assessed

corporationand that such copy is a true copy of the original, shaft )
bemade, and one of such duplicate copies shall be filed with #{ith respect to an employee benefit plan, plus costs, fees, and sur
argedmposed under cl814, and reasonable expenses.

departmendf financial institutions and the other shall be record ’ )
in the ofice of the register of deeds of the county where such cor (5) “Party” means a natural person who veass, or who is
poration is located and in thefiok of the register of deeds of anythreatenedo be made, a named defendant or respondeniro a
other county or counties where the corporation may own reggeding.
estate. (6) “Proceeding” means any threatenegending or com
(10) DISSOLUTION OF CORPORATION. Any corporation aya- pletedcivil, criminal, administrative or investigative action, suit,
nizedunder this section may dissollsg adopting a resolution to arbitration or other proceeding, whether formal or informal,
thateffect by unanimousote of the directors of such corporationwhich involves foreign, federal, state or local law and which is
Whenadopted, duplicate copies of such resolution of dissolutidoughtby or in the right of the incorporated Roman Catholic
each witha certificate thereto fifed, signed by the president andchurchor by any other person.
secretaryand the other directors, and sealed with the corporatéfistory: 1989 a. 3061993 a. 12; 2003 a. 139
seal,if there be anystating the fact and date of adoption of such o ) )
resolutionand that the same was adoptgdinanimous vote of the 187.21  Indemnification  of directors and officers.
directorsof the corporation and that such copy is a true copy of tf An incorporated Roman Catholic church shall indemnify a
original, shall be made, anmhe of such duplicate copies shall b@llrector_or officer, to _the_ extent he @he has been St_JccessfuI on
filed with the department of financial institutions and tiker themerits or otherwise in the defense of a proceeding, for all rea
shallbe recorded in thefide of the register of deeds of the countysonableexpenses incurred in the proceeding if the directorfer of
wheresuch corporation is located and in thiicefof the register Cerwas a party because he or she is a directofficer of the
of deeds of any other county or counties wherectirporation incorporatedRoman Catholic church.
may own real estate. (2) (a) In cases not included under s(b), an incorporated
(11) TITLE TO PROPERTYON DISSOLUTION. Whenever anguch Roman Catholic church may indemnify a director orficér
corporationshall become defunct or be dissolved feperty ~againstiability incurred by the director or fi¢er in aproceeding
thereofshall vest in the bishop of the diocese in which such eorg@ Which the directoor officer was a party because he or she is a
rationis located, and if within three years from the date of suélirector or officer of the incorporated Roman Catholic church,
dissolutionsaid congregation be reincorporated in the mannéfless liability was incurred because the director oficef
prescribedby this section the said property so belonging to suéieachedr failed to perform a duty he she owes to the incorpo
defunctor dissolved corporation at the time of its dissolution shaftedRomanCatholic church and the breach or failure to perform

vestin such new corporation. constitutesany of the following:
History: 1979 c. 10,1985 a. 3321989 a. 306Stats. 1989 s. 187.18993 a. 184 1. A willful failure to deal fairly with the incorporated Roman
301, 1995 a. 27260 Catholic church or itsmembers in connection with a matter in
which the director or dfcer has a material conflict of interest.
SUBCHAPTERII 2. A violation of criminal law unless the director orfafer

hadreasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawful
no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.

LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION; 3. A transaction from which the director ofioér derived an

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH improperpersonal profit.
4. WiIIful misconduct.
187.20 Indemnification by incorporated Roman Cath - (b) Determination of whether an incorporated Roman Catholic
olic church; definitions.  In $5.187.20to 187.28 churchwill indemnify a director or dfcer under this subsection
(1) “Director or oficer” means any of the following: shallbe made under §87.22
(a) Anindividual who is serving as a president, \pcesident, (c) The termination of a proceeding by judgment, grsiettle

treasureior secretary of an incorporated Roman Catholic churahentor conviction, or upon a plea of no contest or an equivalent
unders. 187.19(4) or as a director of an incorporated Romaplea,does notby itself, create a presumption that indemnification
Catholicchurch under s187.19 (5) of the director or dicer is not permitted under this subsection.
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(3) A director or dficer who seeks indemnification under this (a) If the incorporated Roman Catholic church is incorporated
sectionshall make a written request ttee incorporated Roman on or after May 8, 1990, by the articles of incorporation, including
Catholicchurch. any amendments or restatements ofdhticles of incorporation.

(4) (@) The obligation of arincorporated Roman Catholic  (b) If the incorporated Roman Catholic church was incorpo
churchto indemnify under sul{1) and its authority to indemnify ratedbefore May 8, 1990, by an amendmenbioestatement of,
undersub.(2) may be limited byts articles of incorporation under the articles of incorporation which becomefeetive on or after
s.187.24 May 8, 1990.

(b) A director or dficer may not seek indemnificatiamder (2) A limitation under sub(l1) applies if the first alleged act
this section if the director or fifer has previously received of a director or dfcer for which indemnification is sought
indemnification or allowanceof expenses from any personoccurredwhile the limitation was in éfct.
including the incorporate@Roman Catholic church, in connection History: 1989 a. 306
with the same proceeding.

History: 1989 a. 306 187.25 Additional rights to indemnification and allow -
ance of expenses. (1) Except as provided in sukR), ss.
187.22 Determination of voluntary indemnification. 187.21and187.23do not preclude any additiord@ght to indem

Unless otherwise provided by the articles of incorporation dhification or allowance of expenses that a director Gicef may
bylawsor by written agreement between the director fic@fand haveunder any of the following:

the incorporated Roman Catholic church, the directoofticer (&) The articles of incorporation or bylaws.
seekingindemnification under 487.21 (2)shall select one of the  (p) A written agreement between the director éicef and the
following means for determiningvhether the incorporated jncorporatedRoman Catholic church.

RomanCatholic church will indemnify the director orfickr: (c) A resolution of the board of directors.

_ (1) By majority vote of a quorum of the board of directors-con ) A resolution, after notice, adopted by a majority vote of
sisting of directors not at the time parties to the same or relatgfl hersvho are entitled to vote.

proceedings. If a quorum of disinterested directors canhet (2) Regardlessf the existence of an additional right under

obtained by majority vote of a committee dulppointed by the : . )
boardof directors and consisting solely2br more directors not SUP«(1); the incorporated Roman Catholic church mayimdim

atthe time parties to the same or related proceedings. Direc% a director or dfcer, or permit a director or fifer to retain any
e

: : - allowanceof expensesinless it is determined by or on behalf of
who are parties to the same or related proceedings may partici incorporated Roman Catholic church that the directorfer of

artyto the same or related proceeding for which indemnifica

majority vote of the full board of directors, including directorsjon or anallowance of expenses is sought may not participate in
who are parties to the same or related proceedings. adetermination under this subsection.

(3) By an afirmative vote of members gsrovided in ss. (3) Sectionsl87.20to 187.28do not afect the

; ; > . . power of an
181.0722and ss181.0723 if there are members having votingi,corporatedRoman Catholic church to pay or reimbuesgen
rights. Membership rights owned bgr voted under the control segincyrred by a director orfier in any of the following circum
of, persons who are at the time parties to the same or related {9, ces:

ceedings,whether as plainti§ or defendants or in any other . . . . .
capacit%/ may not be voﬁed in making the determinationy ({31) As a witness in a proceeding to which he or she is not a
’ ) rty.

. . " . . pa
(4) By any other method provided for in any additional ”grh) (b) As a plaintif or petitioner in a proceeding because he or she

to indemnification permitted under 537.25 . : A -
History: 1989 a. 3061997 a. 79 is or was an employee, agent, director dicef of theincorpo
ratedRoman Catholic church.

187.23 Allowance of expenses as incurred. Uponwrit- History: 1989 a. 306

tenrequest by director or dfcer who is a party to a proceeding,187 26 Court-ordered
anincorporated Roman Catholic church may pay or reimthisse )
or her reasonable expenses as incurred if the directofioerof
providesthe incorporated Roman Catholic church with alfef officer who has been successful on the merits or otherwigein

following: ) ) ) . . ) defenseof a proceeding may apply for indemnification to the
(1) A written afirmation of his or her good faith belief that hecoyrt conducting the proceeding tar another court of competent
or she has not breached or failegheaform his or her duties to thejyrisdiction. After receipt of an application, the court shall give

(2) A written undertaking, executed personally or on his or her (2) The court shall order indemnification iif determines that
behalf,to repay the allowance arifirequired by the incorporated the director or diicer is entitled to indemnification underl87.21
RomanCatholic church, to pay reasonable interest on the alloyd)  |f the court also determines that the incorporated Roman
anceto the extent that indemnification is not required under gatholic church unreasonably refused the direstar oficer’s
187.21(1) and that it is ultimately determined undet87.22that  requesfor indemnification, the court shall order tineorporated
the incorporated Roman Catholic church will not indemiif¢  RomanCatholic church to pay the directsior oficer’s reason

directoror ofiicer under s187.21 (2) The undertaking under this aple expenses incurred to obtain the court-ordered indemnifica
subsectiorshall be an unlimited general obligation of the directq[on.

or officer and may be acceptedthout reference to his or her abil  History: 1989 a. 306
ity to repaythe allowance. The undertaking may be secured or

indemnification. (1) Except as
providedotherwise by written agreement between the diremtor
officer and the incorporated Roman Catholic chuectirector or

unsecured. 187.27 Indemnification and allowance of expenses of
History: 1989 a. 306 employees and agents. An incorporated Roman Catholic
) o o church may indemnify and allow reasonable expenses of an
187.24 Authority to limit indemnification. (1) The employeeor agent who is not a director oficér to the extent pro

obligationof an incorporate®oman Catholic church to indem vided by the articles oincorporation or bylaws, by general or spe
nify under s187.21 (1)and itsauthority to indemnify under s. cific action of the board of directors or by contract.
187.21(2) may be limited as follows: History: 1989 a. 306
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187.28 Insurance. An incorporated Roman Catholic church 2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of state
may purchase anthaintain insurance on behalf of an individuabr federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to an
whois an employee, agent, director diicgr of the incorporated expressprivate right of action created by state or federal statute.
Roman Catholic church against liability asserted against and 3. If the incorporated Roman Catholic church operateswa
incurredby the individual in his or her capacity as an employeetery,the liability ofa director or dfcer arising from a breach of,
agent,director or oficer, or arising from his or her status as amr failure to perform, any duty relating tbe receipt, handling,
employee,agent, director or &iter, regardlessf whether the investmentor other use of perpetual care funds, maintenance
incorporatedRoman Catholic church is required or authoritted fundsor other funds held in trust in connection with the operations
indemnify or allow expenses tthe individual against the sameof the cemetery

||ab|||ty under ss187.21, 187.23 187.25and187.27 (b) Paragrapna) 1.and 2. does not app|yo a proceeding
History: 1989 a. 306 broughtby a governmental unit, authority agency in its capacity
- _ . _ asa private party or contractor
187.30 Definitions applicable to liability-related provi - History: 1989 a. 306

sions. In ss.187.30t0 187.33

(1) “Director” means an individual whie serving as a director 187.33  Limited liability of volunteers. ~ (1) DEFINITION. In
of an incorporated Roman Catholic church und@sg.19 (5) this section, “volunteer” means an individual, other than an

p : R . employeeof the incorporated Roman Cathatisurch, who pro
giv(ezrzinlgclcggozrgt((ag)l?oman Catholic church” has the meanlrl@idesservices to oon behalf of the incorporated Roman Catholic

! o ) ) . churchwithout compensation.
(3) “Officer” means an individual whis serving as a presi

dent, vice president, treasurer or secretary ofimorporated (2) ImmuNiTy. Except as provided in suf), a volunteer is
' h ' notliable to any person fatamages, settlements, fees, fines; pen
RomanCatholic church under §87.19 (4) y P ges, ! ' :P

Historv: 1989 2. 306 altiesor other monetary liabilities arisirfitom any act or omission
story: & asa volunteerunlesghe person asserting liability proves that the

187.31 Reliance by directors or officers. Unless the actor omission constitutes any of the following:

directoror officer knew or should have known that reliance was (a)bIA wolat;onbolf.crlmrl]r_]al Ia\rl]vunles%th(te volu?te(?rlhad fea
unwarrantedadirector or dficer, in dischaging his or her duties SON@PIecause to believe nis or her conduct was fawiul or no rea

to the incorporated Roman Catholic church, may rely on informsonablecause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.

tion, opinions, reports or statements, any of which may be written (0) Willful miscondgct. ) )
or oral, formal or informal, including financial statements and (C) If the volunteer is director or dfcer of the incorporated
otherfinancial data, if prepared or presented by any ofdtew- RomanCatholic church, an act or omissiaithin the scope of the

ing: volunteer’sduties as a director orfafer.

(1) An officer or employee of the incorporatBmanCathe (e) An act or omission for which the volunteer received-com
lic church whom the director orfifer believes in good faith to Pensatioror anything of substantial value in lieu of compensation.
bereliable and competent in the matters presented. (3) ExcepTIONS. (a) Except as provided in pén), this section

(2) Legal counsel, certified public accountants licensed éfoesnot apply to any of the following:
certified under ch442, or other professional persons or experts 1. A civil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf of
employedby the incorporated Roman Catholic church, as te ma&ny governmental unit, authority or agency

tersthe director or dicer believes in good faith awthin the per 2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of state
son’sprofessional or expert competence. or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to an
(3) In the case of reliance by a directarcommittee ofhe €xpressrivate right of action created by state or federal statute.
boardof directors of which the director is notnaember if the 3. Claims arising from the negligent operation of an automo
director believes in good faith that the committee metitafi  bile, truck, train, airplane or other vehicle by a volunteer
dence. 4. A proceeding against a volunteer who is licensedified,
History: 1989 a. 3062001 a. 16 permittedor registered under state law and which is baseh
an act or omission within the scope of practice under the volun
187.32 Limited _ Iiabi_lity of di_rectors and foicer_s. teer’slicense, certificate, permit or registration.
(1) Exceptas provided irsub.(2), a director or dicer is not liable 5. Proceedings based uponaase of action for which the vol

to the incorporate@®oman Catholic church, its members or erediynteeris immune from liability undess. 146.31 (2)and (3),
tors, or any persomsserting rights on behalf of the incorporated46.37 895.475 895.48 895.4802 895.4803 895.482 895.57,
RomanCatholic church, its membes creditors, or any other gr 895.52
person, for damages, settlements, fees, fines, penalties or oth ;
monetaryliabilities arising from a breach of, or failure to peﬁormbrgﬁéhf S;agrr aopnnege%é%ngfzédggse?r?rtngﬁ?;}mu2{“;3&%?:&9 or
any duty resulting solely from his or her status dsetor or ofi-  agencyin its capacity as a contractor
cer,unless the person asserting liability proves that the bi@ach ‘History: 1989 a. 3051991 a. 3181993 a. 2132005 a. 155
failure to perform constitutes any of the following:

(&) A willful failure to deal fairly withthe incorporated Roman
Catholic church or itsmembers in connection with a matter in
which the director or dicer has a material conflict of interest.

(b) A violation of criminal law unless thelirector or dficer
hadreasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawfu
no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlaw

(c) A transaction from which the director ofioér derivedan
improperpersonal profit. ing in a similar capacity in a religiousganization.

(d) Wllful misconduct. . ) . . (2) "Religious organization” means an association, confer
(2) (a) Except as provided in pgb), this section doesot  ence congregationconvention, committee or other entity that is

SUBCHAPTERIII
LIABILITY; OTHER RELIGIOUS ORGANIZAIONS
7.40 Definitions. In this subchapter:

‘(1) “Director” means aindividual who is serving as a trustee
or director of a religiousmanization or an individual who is serv

applyto any of the following: organizedand operated for a religious purpose and that is exempt
1. A civil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf ofrom federal income tax und@6 USC501(c) (3) or (d) and any
any governmental unit, authority or agency subunitof such an associatioopnference, congregation, conven
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tion, committee or entity that is ganized and operated for a 3. If the religious aganization operates@meterythe liabit
religious purpose, excephat “religious oganization” does not ity of a director or dicer arising froma breach of, or failure to per

includeany of the following: form, any duty relating to the receipt, handling, investment or
(a) A Roman Catholic churchganized under £87.19 other use qf perpgtual care.fund.s, maintenafu;r&is or other
(b) A nonstock corporation ganized under cH.81 fundsheld in trust in connection with the operations of the eceme
(3) “Officer” means an individual whis serving as a presi tery. )

dent,vice president, treasurer or secretary of a religiogariza- (D) Paragraph{a) 1.and2. does not applyo a proceeding

tion or who is serving in a similafffice in a religious aganization. broughtby a governmental unit, authority agency in its capacity
History: 1995 a. 260 asa private party or contractor

History: 1995 a. 260

187.41 Reliance by directors or officers. Unless the
directoror officer knew or should have known that reliance wa$87.43 Limited liability of volunteers. (1) In this section,
unwarrantedadirector or dficer, in dischaging his or her duties “volunteer” means an individual, other than an employee of the
to a religious oganization,may rely on information, opinions, religious oganization,who provides services to or on behalf of
reportsor statements, any of which may be written or oral, form#ie religious oganization without compensation.
or informal, including financial statements and otfieancial (2) Exceptas provided in sul§3), a volunteer isiot liable to
data,if prepared or presented by any of the following: anyperson for damages, settlements, fees, fines, penalties or other

(1) An officer or employee of the religiousgamizatiorwhom monetaryliabilities arising from any act or omission as a velun
the directoror officer believes in good faith to be reliable and eomteer, unlessthe person asserting liability proves that the act or
petentin the matters presented. omissionconstitutes any of the following:

(2) Legal counsel, certified public accountants licensed or (a) A violation ofthe criminal lawunless the volunteer had
certified under ch442 or other professional persons or expertgasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawful or no
employedby the religious @anization, as tmatters the director reasonableause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.
or officer believes in good faith are within the persoptofes (b) Wllful misconduct.

sionalor expert competence. (c) If the volunteer is a director orfwier of the religious @a-

(3) In the case of reliance by a directarcommittee othe iz ati0n an act or omission within the scope of the voluriseer
governingbody of the religious ganization of which the director § tiesas a director or &ter.

is not a member if the directbelieves in good faith that the com
mittee merits confidence.
History: 1995 a. 2602001 a. 16

(d) An act or omission for which the volunteer received-com
pensationor any thingof substantial value in lieu of compensa
tion.

187.42 Limited liability of directors and officers. (3) (@) Except as provided in pdb), this section doesot
(1) Exceptas provided isub.(2), a director or dicer is not liable  applyto any of the following:

to the religious ayanization, its members or creditors, or any per ;A civil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf of
son asserting rights on behalf of the religiougamization, its any governmental unit, authority or agency

membersor creditors, or any other person, for damages, settle ’

ments,fees, fines, penalties or oth@onetary liabilities arising . L
from a breach of, o failure to perform, adyty resulting solely or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to an

from his or her status as a director oficér, unless the person expresspnyate rlght of action creatgd by state pr federal statute.
assertingliability proves that thebreach or failure to perform _ 3. Claims arising from the negligent operation of an automo

2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of state

constitutesany of the following: bile, truck, train, airplane or other vehicle by a volunteer
(@) A willful failure to deal fairly withthe religious ayaniza- 4. A proceeding against a volunteer who is licensedified,
tion or its members in connection with a matter in which the direermittedor registered under state law and which is bameuh
tor or officer has a material conflict of interest. an act or omission within the scope of practice under the volun

(b) A violation of criminal lawunless thelirector or oficer  €€r'slicense, certificate, permit or registration.
hadreasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was lawful 5. Proceedings based uponause of action for which the vol
no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawfdiiteeris immune from liability undess. 146.31 (2)and (3),

(c) A transaction from which the director oficér derivedan 146.37 895.475 895.48 895.4802895.4803895.482 895.5]
improperpersonal profit. or 895.52 .

(d) Willfiul misconduct. ) (b) hf’;ragrapr(%) ﬁ.:ﬁndfz. does not api)lylto a_tproc%ed!?g

o : , roughtby or on behalf of a governmental unit, authority or
ap;()lz)zt(()a;ng éﬁﬁé ?gugwivn'g?d in pab), this section doesot agencyin its capacity as a contractor

7 . . History: 1995 a. 2602005 a. 155
1. A civil or criminal proceeding brought by or on behalf of Y

any governmental unit, authority or agency 187.44 Applicability of other liability provisions.  This

2. A proceeding brought by any person for a violation of stag&ibchapterdoes not déct any powers and privilegeganted
or federal law where the proceeding is brought pursuant to @nders.187.01 (2)to religious societies formed underl87.01
expresgrivate right of action created by state or federal statuteHistory: 1995 a. 260
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