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CHAPTER 83

COUNTY HIGHWAYS

83.001 Definition. 83.065 County road and bridge fund; tax levy

83.01  Countyhighway commissioner 83.07  Acquisition of lands, quarries, gravel pits; relocation; eminent domain.
83.013 County trafic safety commissions. 83.08  Acquisition of lands and interest therein.

83.015 County highway committee. 83.09 Emegency repairs of county trunk highways.

83.016 Traffic patrol oficers, appointment, duties, bond. 83.11  Marking section and quarter section corners in highways.

83.018 Road supplies; committee may sell to municipalities. 83.12  Cattle passes.

83.02  County aid highways. 83.13  Guideboards.

83.025 County trunk highways. 83.14  County aid on town and village initiative.

83.026 Federal aid secondary highways. 83.15  Aid by county for state line bridge or highway

83.027 Controlled—access highways. 83.16  County may contract with foreign county

83.03  County aid; local levy; donations. 83.17  County may assume compensation liability; agreements with localities.
83.035 Streets and highways, construction. 83.18  Entry on lands.

83.04  Highway construction by county; noncontract work; payments. 83.19  Temporary highways and detours.

83.05 Improving streets over 18 feet wide. 83.20  Highways, lighting.

83.06  Maintenance of county aid highways. 83.42  Rustic roads system.

83.001 Definition. In this chapter‘department” means the assistantsis are necessary for thmper performance of the cem
departmenbf transportation. missioner’sduties.

History: 1985 a. 223 (5) Bonp. The countyhighway commissioner shall give bond
in such sum as the county board shall from time to time require.

(6) PaymMENT OFSALARIES. The salaries, expenses of mairntain
ing an ofice and the necessary traveling expenses of the county
highwaycommissionerassistants and special highway patrolmen
in counties havinguch patrolmen may be paid monthly out of the

) ) ) " general fund after beingudited and approved by the county high
(b) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, thgay committee. All such expenditures out of the general fund

couEtyql_%hway Commllzslontehr shall_?lso 2e the tdlrﬁ_ctﬁltm‘llc shallbe reimbursed out of moneys received und86<Q

works. The person holding the position of county highway -com .

missionerand director of public works, under the classified ser (7) Durties. (a) Except as provided undeB8.015 (2) (b)the

vice, on June 16, 1974, shall continue in that capacity under ciguntyhighway commissioner shall have djyunder the direc

service statusntil death, resignation or removal from such posf'On of the county highway committee, of tbenstruction of high

tion. Thereafter the county executive shall appoint as succes¥@ySpuilt with county aid and of the maintenance ohéghways

adirector of transportation who shall assume the duties of couffigintainedy the county

highway commissioner and director of public works and is subject (b) Except as provided undei88.015 (2) (b)the county high

to confirmation by the county board, as provided iB%17 (2) way commissioner shall perform all duties required by the county

(bm). boardand by the county highway committee and shall do or cause
(c) Except as provided under péb), in any county with a 0 be done all necessary engineering and make all necessary

countyexecutive or a county administratthie countyexecutive examinationsfor the establishment, construction, improvement

or county administrator shadlppoint and supervise the count2nd maintenance of highwaysThe county highway commis

highway commissioner The appointment is subject to confirmasioner shall establish such grades amake such surveys and

tion by the county board unless the county board, by ordinanE&2Psor cause the sante be made as the commissioner considers

electsto waive confirmation or unless ta@pointment is made Proper.and examine the highways and report as to the condition

undera civil service system competitive examination proceduf roads, bridges and culverts, and make estimates of the cost of

establishedinder s59.52 (8)or ch.63. Notwithstanding $83.01 the improvement thereof, and of tbest of any relocation when

(7) (a) and(b), the highway commissioner is subject only to thEequiredto do soor when the commissioner considers the same

supervisionof the county executive or county administrator ~ reéasonablynecessary

(2) Term. (a) Unless the county board establishesfareifit (c) The county highway commissioner shall have gaar all
term of service byordinance, the county highway commissionefountyroad machinery antbols, and shall be responsible to the
shall serve for a term of 2 years, except as provided iffpar ~ countyboard for their proper maintenance, repaid storage, and

| h lish . ¢ shallin the annual report required under.fdy make a complete
_(b) Unless the county board establishes @it term of Ser iy entory of the same, which inventory shall show the date of pur
vice under par(@), upon his or her first election or appointmét@  -,sethe location and condition of such machinery and tooid,
countyhighway commissioner shall serve until the first Mond

( . ! e cost and present value thereof.
in January of the 2nd year succeedingytbar of the election or P ) D
appointment. (d) The county highway commissioner shall makennual

. L reportto the department and to the county board at its annual meet
(3) SaLary. The salary of the county highwagmmissioner 4 containing an itemized statement of all expenditures made

shallbe as determined unders8.22 from the county road and bridge fund during the year ending
(4) OFFICE AND ASSISTANTS. The county board shall provide Novemberl. The commissioner shall include in the report an

the county higher commissioner with suitabldia#s and such itemizedestimate of the amount needed to properly mairtkean

83.01 County highway commissioner . (1) ELECTION OR
APPOINTMENT. (&) Except as provided under pdbg.and(c), the
countyboardshall elect a county highway commissionérthe
countyboard fails to elect a counthighway commissionethe
countyshall not participate in state allotments for highways
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countytrunk highways in the county for the succeeding year antent, the county board, the county highway committee or any
shallmake such recommendations as deemed advisable. otherappropriate branch of local government.

(e) The county highway commissioner and the commission (b) Countiesmay combine for the purposes of .p&), if
er's employees may enter private laridsthe purpose of making desired.

surveysor inspections. (c) Thecommissions shall file a report on each meeting with
(f) Whenever any fence encroaches upon any highway on the department.

countytrunk or state trunk system, the county highway commis (2) Thedepartment shall furnish each commission wittfitraf
sionermay issue an order requiring the owner or occupant of thecidentdata and uniform tréié citation data for the rural, fed
landto which such fence is appurtenant to remove the fence fr@), state, and county highways in the jurisdictions represented in
the highway within 30 days. The order shall be served personalljch commission, which shaidentify the accident rates and

or by registered mail. If the fence is not sooner removeddite  arrestrates on their highways, and shall also furnish a suitable map
missionershall, after the expiration of 30 daysmove the fence. for use in spotting accidents.

The commissioner shall keep ascurate account of the eXpense yisiory: 1971 ¢. 125279 1975 c. 381421 1977 ¢. 291981 c. 3141983 a. 291
thereofwhich shall be paid by the countffhe expense shall be 1985a. 223s.5; 1993 a. 2461997 a. 271999 a. 156.672

chargedo the town in whiclsuch lands are situated and shall be ) )

addedto its tax roll as a special tax against slarfds, and shall 83.015 County highway committee. (1) ELECTION; com-
be collected and accountddr as other county taxes are. If the?ENSATION;TERM. (@) Except as otherwise provided in f@reach

claim of encroachment is disputed, the dispute shall be decide¢@intyboard athe annual meeting shall by ballot elect a commit
the manner prescribed by 86.04 (3) teeof not less than 3 nor more thaupersons, to serve for one year

L . .. _._beginningeither as soon as elected or on Janlidofiowing their
(g) The county commissioner shall compile and ma'ma'ne"i‘e%tion,gas designated by the county board, angﬁuntil gl s

recordof the laying out, alteration, or discontinuamdall high . ; X .
waysin the county outside the limits of cities and villag&he %)g are elected. Any vacancy in the committee may be filled uni

recordshall be known as the county highway register and be k next meeting of the county board by appointment madady

: h irpersorof the board. The committee shall be known as the
in the manner or form prescribed by the department. The cou unty highway committee”, and shall be the only committee

highwaycommissioner or agents shall have actesise records resentingthe county in the expenditure of county funds in

of town clerks and may have temporary custody of such as are - . St ; e
essanyfor the purpose ahaking accurate and appropriate copie %%structlngpr maintaining, or aiding in constructing or maintain

thereof. The departmenshall assist in the compilation of the'9 highways. i .

recordsand shall furnish to theounty highway commissioner (b) The members of the county highway committee shall be
suchinformation as the department deemppropriate relative to reimbursedfor their necessary expenses incurred in the perfor
the laying out of militaryterritorial, andsuch other roads as havemanceof their duties, and shall be paid the same per dietinfer
beenauthorized by the legislature. The information contained fcessarilyspent in the performance of their duties as is fmid
the county highway register shall be kept together in a locatiRembersof other county board committees, not, however
within the county that provides a safe repository for recasds exceedings500 for per diem, in addition to necessary expenses,
determinecby the county board and shall be accessible tpube 0 any member in any yeaA different amount may be fixed as
lic. Such county highway register may be supplemented fréhinaximum by the county board.

time to time by the county highway commissioner and such sup (c) Notwithstanding paia), eachcounty board may fix the
plementalinformation isto be treated in the same fashion as th&umberof members on the county highway committee, the mem
original county highway register all of which shall be admissibleership,manner of appointment, methodfitting vacancies and

in evidence. theterms of the members.

History: 1973 c. 2621977 c. 2%5s.1654(8) (c) (d), (f), 1656 (43)1977 c. 273 ; ; ; ;
1981c. 2171985 a. 291985 a. 223.5, 1989 a. 1711991 a. 3161995 a. 2011997 (d) The town chairperson of each town in which county aid
a. 35 2005 a, 41401 constructionis performed shall be a member of the county-high

Countiesare without the power to furnish equipment or supplies or to contracttéay committee, or shall act with such committee, on all matters
do repair work on private roads and driveways. 61.Agn. 304. affectingsuch construction in the town,tlie town has voted a

Countyhighway commissioners are appointed by the county board. Their sal :
is to be fixed, and may be changed during their term, under s. 59.15 (2) [nﬁ\?grtlon of the cost thereof.

59.22(2)].63 Atty. Gen. 286. o , ) , (2) PowersaND DUTIES. (a) Except as providedhder par(b),
Si(ﬁwgsggtxg;%%m?{ﬁpmwde for an indefinite term diteffor a highway commis the county highway committee shall purchase and sell cooatly
machineryas authorized by the county board, determine whether
83.013 County traffic safety commissions. (1) (a) For €achpiece of county aid construction shall be let by contract or
eachcounty the county highway commissioner or a designatéha!l be done by day labgenter into contracts in the name of the
representativethe chief county tréit law enforcement dicer or ~ county,andmake necessary arrangements for the proper prosecu
adesignated representative, the county highway seéetgdina  fion of the construction and maintenance of highwarys/ided
tor, and a representative designated by the county board from 8y the county board, enter private lands with their employees
of the disciplines of education, medicine and law arepesenta {0 'fémove weeds and brush and erect or remove fencearéhat
tivesinvolved in law enforcement, highways and highway safefjcessanto keephighways open for travel during the winter
designatedy the secretary of transportation shall comprise a tr&firéct the expenditure of highway maintenance funds received
fic safety commission that shall meet at lepsirterly to review 1rom the state or provided by county tax, meet from time to time
traffic accident data from the county and otherfitagafety &t the county seat taudit all payrolls and material claims and
related matters. The county board chairperson, or the courftguchersresulting from theconstruction of highways and per
executiveor county administrator ia county having suchfifes, 10rm other duties imposed by law or by the county board.
may appoint additional persons to serve as a member of the countyb) In any county with a highway commissioregpointed
traffic safety commission. The commissions shall designate a panders.83.01 (1) (b)or (c), the county highway committee shall
sonto prepare and maintain a spot map showing the locatfonge only a policy—making bodgetermining the broad outlines and
traffic accidents on county and town roads and on city and villagenciplesgoverning administration and the county highway com
streetdf the population ofhe city or village is less than 5,000 andnissionershall have the administrative powers and dupies
to maintain trafic accident data received from cities, villages andcribedfor the county highway committee under.fa), sub.(3)
townswith a population of 5,000 or more unde86.0141 Upon (a)and ss27.065 (4) (band(13),32.05 (1) (a)82.08 83.01 (6)
eachreview the commission shall make written recommend®3.013 83.018 83.025 (1)and(3), 83.026 83.035 83.04 83.05
tionsfor any corrective actions it deems appropriatthe depast (1), 83.07t083.09 83.12 83.14 (6) 83.17, 83.18 83.42 (3)and
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(4),84.01 (5)84.06 (3)84.07 (1)and(2), 84.09 (1) (3) (a)to(c) 83.02 County aid highways. (1) The system of prospective
and(4), 84.10 (1) 86.04 (1)and(2), 86.07 (2) 86.19 (3) 86.34 state highways heretofore selected by the county boards and
(1),114.33 (5)349.07 (2)349.11 (4)and(10) and349.15 (2) No approvedby the highway commission are hereby validated but
statutory power duty or function specified elsewhere for thewithout prejudice to the exercise of the power to change sueh sys
county highway commissioner may be deemed impliedli{ems. Such systems are hereby designated as the county aid high
repealedor the sole reason that reference to it has been omittedy system.

in this paragraph. (2) Thedepartment, othe petition of at least 100 freeholders,
(3) CosTACCOUNTINGSYSTEM. (@) Eactcounty board, except may, after investigation, make such alterations in the system

in counties of a population of 500,000 or gwahall provide for county aid highways as it deems necessary to serve the public

and require the county highway committee and county highweerest.

departmento use the system of cost accounting devised by the(3) The county board may alter such systems as provided in s.
departmenbf revenue. 83.025(1).

(b) Any variations, adjustments, corrections and revisions inHistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c) 1977 c. 418.924 (48) 1985 a. 223s.3, 5.
the system shall be made annually so as tofeetéfe on January
1 of each year following the proposed change. 83.025 County trunk highways. (1) (a) The systems of

(c) Any changes so proposed in order to becofeetefe shall Coumyt“&?k tl;lgfgjwaystherettofor?a*lec:)ed b¥§°turéty gcr)]ards and
be mutually agreed upon ke department and a majority of th%\pprove y (n€ department aré hereby validated. ~hanges may

: emade in the county trunk system by the county boapt@s
county highway departments. of_the state. ) _videdin this section. The county board in making thenges
(d) The department may insist on the adoption of the uniforiitay order the county highway committee to lay out new highways
systemin any county beforentering into agreements with suchand acquire the interests necessary by ghecedures under s.
countyfor the maintenance of state trunk highways. 83.08 A county board may not make additions to a county trunk

History: 1971 c. 21s.124 1977c. 29ss.915 1654 (8) (c) 1979 c. 10,147,  System from a city or village street or towoadwithout the con
1985a. 291985 a. 223s.2,5; 1987 a. 271989 a56s.258 1997 a. 272003 a. 214 Sentof the departmemnd Of the governing body Of the C'WI'

NOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive |age0r town in which the proposed addition is Iocatédcounty
explanatory notes. : )

This section does not preclude county boards from auditing county highway co@ardmay not make deletions from a county trunk system without
mitteevouchers prior tpayment thereof from county funds. Howetbe boardS  the approval of thedepartment, and, except as provided in this
auditauthority is limitedto determining whether the expenditure is within the scop, i i
of the committees statutory or delegated authorit§3 Atty Gen. 136. Baragraphanql par(d), WIthOUt.the a}pproval of the govemmg boqy

of the city village or town inwhich the proposed deletion is

83.016 Traffic patrol officers, appointment, duties, locatedor, in the case of a proposed deletiofeeting morethan

. . ._onecity, village or town, without the approval of a majority of the
bond. (1) The county board, or one of its committees to Wh'cgoverningbodies of such cities, villages or towns.

it may delegate such authoritgay appoint trdic officers for the

enforcemenbf laws relating to the highways or their use, or the (b) The county board, or the couritighway committee, shalll,
maintenancef order upon or near the highwaysaflic officers by conference with the boards or highwammittees of adjoin

may arrest without warrant any person who, in their presence, viBg counties, or otherwise, cause their respective county truak sys
latesany law relating to highways or tmeaintenance of order temsto join so as to make continuous lines of travel between the
uponor near highways. Any tréit officer, sherif, constable or counties. Any highway which isa part of the county trunk system
otherpolice oficer may make such arrest without warrant on thghall, by virtue thereof, be a portion of the system of county aid
requesbf any other trdic officer, sherif, constable or police if ~highways.

cerin whose presence asych ofense has been committed. The (c) Any city or village street or portion thereof selected as a
appointmenbf any trafic officer may be revoked at any time byportion of the county trunk system prior to May 1, 1939, shall be
the county board or one of its committees to which it may delegaigortion of the county trunk system. All streets or highways in
suchauthority No trafic officer shall receive or accept from orany city or village over which isouted a county trunk highway
for any person he or she has arrested naoyey or other thing of or forming connections through the city or village between por
value,as or in lieu of bail or for the perssrappearance before ations of the county trunk highway system shiadl a part of the
court,or to cover or be applied to the payment of fines or costguntytrunk system unless the governing body of the city er vil
or as a condition of such persenktlease. lage, by resolution, removes the street or highway fromsise

(2) Traffic officers, beforeexercising their powers, shall bet®M,but the removal shall apply only to that portion of any street
providedwith a badge by the county board or its designee whih Nighway which is situated wholly within the city or village.
shallbe worn when on duty (d) In counties having a population of 500,080more the

(3) Traffic officers shall furnish bonds in a suired by the countyboard may remove frohe county trunk highway system
countyboard to indemnify the county for any and all clagris any part thereof whiclties within an incorporated village or city

ing out ofthe performance of their duties. The cost of such bongit the removal shall not befeéted until one year after anrex
shallbe paid by the countyn lieu of furnishing bonds, suchfief ation proceeding déctingthe area in question has become final.

cersmay be included in a schedule or blanket bond undér.@7 (e) Whenever &ounty has completed a functional and juris
(1) (b). dictional classification of highways and the classification plan has
History: 1977 c. 29,1654 (7) (b) 1977 c. 43203 beenapproved by the countyoard, the local governing bodies

and the department, those roadsd streets allocated to the

83.018 Road supplies; committee may sellto  munici - county’sjurisdiction will be known as county trunk highways.
palities. The county highway committee is authorized to sefidditionsand deletions from theounty trunks under this para
road building and maintenance supplies on open account to &§@Ph in the various municipalities may be made as provided in
city, village, town or school district within the county; and anp@rs-(@) and(d).
suchcity, village, town or school district is authorized to purchase (2) The countytrunk system shall be marked and maintained
suchsupplies. by the county No county shall be responsible for the construction

It is permissible for aounty highway department to sell road sand or salt to munic@nd maintenance of a citgr village street on the county trunk
palities,either for their own use or for resale, if, in good faith, courftyiafs believe highwaysystem to a greater width thare those portions of such
that the purchaser does not intend to resell thewasadt for a private purpose. Gen systemoutside the viIIage or city and Connecting with such street.

erally, a county may not sell road maintenance supplies to a private paityté¢nals ’ . .
to resell the supplies on the private mark®AG 2-01 Whena portion of a county trunk highway extending frome
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countyto another has less mileage than is practical for a patrol sec(3) CONSTRUCTION;0OTHERPOWERSOFCOUNTY BOARD. In order

tion, such portion shall be patrolled by the county in which the provide for the public safetgonvenience anthe general wel
major portion of the highway lies, and each county shall bear f&re, the county board may use an existing highway or provide
proportionateshare of the expense of maintenance, payabiewand additional facilities for a controlled—access highway and
monthly. The markingand signing of the county trunk highwayso design the same aitslappurtenances, and so regulate, restrict
systemsshall be uniform throughout thstate, as prescribed by theor prohibit access to or departure fratras the county board
department. deemsnecessary or desirable. The county board may eliminate

(3) The county highway committee, subject to the approval Uptersectionsat grade of controlled-accesghways with exist

: - highways or streets, by grade separation or service road, or by
the county board, may enter into agreements with the departmeryt . R
asprovided in $86.25 (2) osing off such roads and streets at the right—of-Wwayndary

Storv: 1973 c. 16019 2051654 (8) (d) 1985 a. 2231993 &, 246 line of such controlled—access highwayd may divide and sepa
History: 1973 c. 1601977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (d) 1985 a. 2231993 a. 24 rate any controlled—access highway into separate roadways or
Sub.(1), as amended by ch. 160, lawd 873, does not require counties to develog b ised bi dividi . h hvsical

a functional angurisdictionalclassification of highways. Nor is a properly approved@N€SDY raised curbings, dividing sections or other physical-sepa
classification plan a prerequisite to a county baagslercise of its authority pursuant rationsor by signs, markers, stripes other suitable devices, and
to sub. (1) to incorporate town roads into the county trunk highway system wnhcmtay execute an}zonstruction necessary in the development ofa
prior approval of town boards. 63 Atgen. 125. . . . . .
controlled—acceskighway including service roads or separation

83.026 Federal aid secondary highways. The county of grade structures. ]
highway committee shall cooperate with the departmerthen (4) CONNECTIONSWITH OTHERHIGHWAYS. After theestablish
selectionof a system of federal aid secondary and feeder rodigntof any controlled—access highwayo street or highway or
within the meaning of the Federal Aid Road Act approved Jyly 1Private driveway shall be opened into or connected waty
1916(39 Stats. at L. 355), and all acts amendatory thereof and sgntrolled-accessighway without the previous consent and
plementarythereto. The county highwapmmittee shall request approvalof the county board, in writing, which shall be given only
and consider recommendations from the go\/erning bodfes if the pUb'IC mt_e_rest shdﬂe_served thereby and shall SPECITy the
municipalities within the countyas to eligible highways and termsand conditions on which sucnsent and approval is given.
streetswithin such municipalities to be selected as part of such (5) Use oF HicHway. No personshall have any right of
system. The highways and streets selected by the committee todp@ranceupon or departure fromr travel across any controlled—
a part of such system shall be subject tcafhygrovalof the county accessighway orto or from abutting lands, except at places des

board. ignatedand provided for such purposes, and on such terms and
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c) 1985 a. 223.5. conditionsas may be specified from time to time by the county
board.

83.027  Controlled-access highways. (1) AUTHORITY OF (6) ABUTTING OWNERS. After the designation of a controlled-
COUNTY BOARD; PROCEDURE. The legislature declares that theyccesdighway the owners or occupants of abutting lands shall
effective control of trafic entering upon or leaving intensively ayeng right or easement of access, by reason of the fact that their
traveledhighways is necessary in the interest of public safety Bropertyabuts on the controlled-access highwafooother rea

‘r’]g?é%”sciir;grtgl‘leeg‘igi::'Ugs";er']figrhev-va;Qetr?gUpn;?’tigcr’]grg fn:ﬁg igﬁ' r\‘/‘i%r\]/v except only the controlled right of access and of lightpmir
trunk system on which, after tfaf engineering surveys, inves i

tigationsand studies, it findsjetermines and declares that the (7) SPECIAL CROSSING PERMITS. Whenever property held
averagrafiic potential is in excess of 1,00@hicles per 24—hour Underone ownership is severed by a controlled-access highway
day, except such controlled-access designation shall notdee ef thé county board may permit a crossingaadesignated location,
tive in cities, villages and towns untte decision of the county {0 Pe used solely faravel between the severed parcels, and such

boardhas been referred to and approved by the governing body'8¢shall cease if such parcels pass into separate ownership.

suchcity, village or town. Such designation of a portioraaf (8) RigHT-OF-wAY. Any lands or other privater public prop
countytrunk highwayin any county as a controlled—access higherty or interest in such property needed to carry out the purposes
way shall not be é&cted until after a public hearing in theatter of this section may be acquired by the county board as provided
hasbeen held in the county courthouse or other convenient pulificss.83.07and83.08

placewithin the county following notice by publication of a class (9) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS. To facilitate the purposes of

3 notice, under clB85. If the county board then finds that they,ig gection, the county board and the governing bodies of,a city
averagerafiic potential is as providebly this subsection, and thatyg,n, or yillage are authorized to enter into agreements with each
the designation of the highway agantrolled-access highway is oiher or with the federal government respecting the financing,
necessaryn the interest of public safetyonveniencand the gen glanning,establishment, improvement, maintenance, use, regula

eralwelfare, it shall make its finding, determination and de€largqon or vacation ofcontrolled—access highways or other public
tion to that efect, specifying the character of thentrols to be waysin their respective jurisdictions.

exercised. Copies of the findingdetermination and declaration . .
shallbe recorded with the register of deeds, filed with the county (10) LOCAL SERVICEROADS. In connection with the develop
clerk, and published in theewspaper in which the notice of hearMentof any controlled-access highwaye county board and gity
ing was published, and the order stilefective on such publi townor village highway authorities are authorized to plan, desig
cation. At the time of designating such controlled-access-milBate;establish, use, regulate, altenprove, maintain or vacate
age,the total of such mileage in any county shall not exceed 339%2l Service roads and streets or to designate as local sexite

of the county trunk mileage in such county on the preceding JaglldStreets any existing roads or streets, and to exercise jurisdic
ary 1 as published by the department. tion over local service roads in the same manner as is authorized

over controlled—access highways undhis section if, in their

(2) CONTROLLED-ACCESSHIGHWAY DEFINED. For the purposes gpinjon, such local service roads or streets shall servaehes
of this section, a controlled—-access highwaaisighway on sarypurposes.

which the trafic is such that the county board has found, deter . .
minedand declared it to be necessamythe interest of the public . (11) COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES. No commercial enterprise
safety,convenience and the general welfare to prohibit entranga?!! b€ authorizear conducted within or on property acquired
uponand departure from the highway or street except at plad@50r designated as a controlled-access highway
speciallydesignated and provided for such purposes, and to exer (12) UNLAWFUL USEOFHIGHWAY; PENALTIES. It is unlawful for
cisespecial controls over tifad on such highway or street. any person to drive any vehicle into or from a controlled—access
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highway except through an opening providfmt that purpose. 83.04 Highway construction by county;  noncontract

Any person who violates this provision may fieed not more work; payments. (1) All highway improvements made hige

than$100 or imprisoned not more than 30 days or both. county highway committee shall be by contract, unless the-com
(13) VAcaTING. A controlled—access highway shall remairnitteedetermines that some other method would better serve the

suchuntil vacated by order of the county board. The discontinguPlic interest. The manner of advertising for batiel the forms
anceof all county trunk highway routings over a highway esta f bids, contracts and.bonds shall be substanﬂa}ly those usec! by
lishedas a controlled-access highway shall summarily vacate € department. In letting a contract the county highway commit
controlled—accesstatus of such sectiasf highway only after a (€€acts for the county

traffic engineer surveinvestigation and study finds, determines (2) If it is deemednadvisable to let a contract for highway
anddeclares that the vacating of the controlled—access status isdnstruction, the county highway committee may direct the
the public interest. Such vacating shall not Heag&d until after countyhighway commissioner foroceed with the construction as
apublic hearing is held in the county courthouse or other conwvencontractvork, and theeommissioner mayinder the supervi

nient placewithin the countyfollowing notice by publication as sion of the committee, employ and purchase the necessary labor
providedin sub.(1). The county board shall record formal noticeand materials.

of any vacation of a controlled—access highwéty the register (3) During construction the work and materials shall be

of deeds of the county wherein such highway lies. inspectecby the county highway commissioner or by inspectors

History: 1971 c. 1861977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c)1985 a223s.5; 1993 a. 244490, icgj i
This section must beatisfied to create a controlled—access highwéywevera employedby thecommissioner with the approval of the county

countymay adopt an ordinance to control driveway access from private propery/ighwaycommittee. Upon the CQmp|eti0n of any hig_hway job bY
a public thoroughfare without creating a controlled-access highwégmmsen v or for the county on the county aid system or for which county aid

Schueller228 Ws. 2d 627599 N.W2d 21(Ct. App. 1999)98-3095 hasbeen granted the work shall be inspected by the county high

) ) way commissionerand if foundin conformity with plans and
83.03 County aid; local levy; donations. (1) The county gpecifications,the commissioner shall so find and notify the
boardmay construct or improve or repair or aid in constructing @unty highway committee and treunty clerk thereof and that
improving or repairing any highway or bridge in the county  theimprovement has been accepted.

(2) If any county board determines to improve any portion of 4y Upon contract construction final payment shall not be
acounty trunk highway with county funds, it may assess not mgigydeuntil the work has been accepted as complete by the county
than40% of the cost afhe improvement but not over $1,000 imighway commissioner In case of noncontract work payment
any year against the town, village or city in which the improvesha|| he made monthly upon verified, detailed, statements and
mentis located as a special tax. The county clerk shall certify t 8yrolls prepared by the county highway commissioner and
tax to the town, village or city clerk who shall put the same in't provedand allowed by the county highway committee, and all
nexttax roll,and it shall be coIIect_ed and paid into the county treﬁaymentshall be made by orders on the county treasurer in the
suryas other county taxes are levied, collected and paid. A portigidinaryform signed by the chairperson of the county board and
or all of such special assessment may be paid by donation. the county clerk, unless the county has adopted sorfierefit

(3) Thecounty board may accept donations to the county afethod of making disbursements, in which eventshall be
moneyor lands for highway or bridge purposesd apply the accordingto such method and all ordesisall be drawn upon and
donationsin accordance with the wishes of the donor as nearlypaid out of the fund provided for such construction. Said state
is practicable. mentsand payrolls shall be filed with the county clerk.

(4) Any county mayby any lawful means, provide funds to  (5) When final payment has been made upon any highway
match or supplement state or federal aid for the constructidimjprovement,any funds remaining irthe county treasurer
reconstructionor improvement, under cl84, of anyhighway handswhich were provided by any subdivision of the county for
streetor bridge which it is authorized to construct, reconstruct dat particular improvement, shall be placed together with the
improve,and to pay such funds to the departnuerstate treasury county’sbalance availablor that job to the credit of such subdi
asprovided in s84.03 (1) (b) vision of the countyand shalbe used to increase the funds avail

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c) 1985 a. 291985 a. 223.5. ablefor the next construction job said subdivision, and any such
Sub.(2) prohibits a county from imposingon municipalities to share the cost of 0@lancein the bridge fund may be transferred to the road fund or

countyroad and bridge repair; it does not release a municipality from a voluntayijce versa by the town or viIIage board with mnproval of the
agreemento contribute. Fond du La@ounty v Town of Rosendalé,49 Ws. 2d 326 . .
440N.W.2d 818(Ct. App. 1989). county highway committee.

A county board in a county with a county executive cannot enact an ordinance pre i
cluding the highway commissioner from determining that the county highw. (6) No order shall be drawn on the county road or bridge fund

a . . .
departmenill perform any of the work on any joint county highway projeatier ih excess of the funds available for the particular improvement for

$s.83.03 and 83.035 if a contracting localinicipality requests that all of the work which drawn, without the authority ahe county board or the
onthe project be competitively bid and let to private companesG 2-11. county highway committee

. . History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c)1983 a. 192.303 (2) 1985 a. 223.5; 1991
83.035 Streets and highways, construction.  Any county a,gllséory ¢ ®© é (@ a

boardmay provide by ordinance that the county mhyough its Projectsinvolving county highway contracts entered into by the county highway

i ;i i i i committee or the county highway commissioner under ss. 83.035 and 83.04 (1) are
highway committee or other designated countfiou! or offi exempt from county competitive bidding requiremer@AG 5-09

cials, enterinto contracts with cities, villages and towns within the

county borders to enable the county to construct and maint%'g 05 Improving streets over 18 feet wide. (1) When a

streetsand highways in such municipalities. portion of the system of county aid highwaysaimy city is to be

Countiesmay chage 1% of a project cost administrative fee for work done %improved,andthe funds from the city and county are available
municipalroads. 63 AttyGen. 321. ’ . .
Effective January 1, 2010, with respect to any public works or public constructidfierefor,the city may determine that the roadways shall be paved

projectwhose estimated cost exceeds $25,000, state prevailing wage rates muot® greater width than 18 feet. If it so decidesgcthemay deter

paidto the employeesf a local unit of government that enters into an gueern- i H i
mentalagreement under this section to perfservices for another local unit of gov mine the type of improvement, the width, aikbther features of

ermnmentupon such a projecDAG 5-09 the construction, subject to the approval of the county highway
Projectsinvolving county highway contracts entered into by the county highwagommittee. And said committee shall fix the amount per linear

committee or the county highway commissioner under ss. 83.035 and 83.04 (1 P i i
exempt from county competitive bidding requiremer@AG 5-09 ¥8%6t of the improvement to be paid by the courife city shall

A county board in a county with a county executive cannot enact an ordinance _Hﬂﬂnimpro_ve the street in the manner providetherally for mak
cluding the highway commissioner from determining that the county highwang street improvements. The work shall be done under the super

departmentvill perform any of the work on any joint county highway projeatier iai ; ; ; : -
ss.83.03 and 83.035 if a contracting localinicipality requests that all of the work vision of the city but subject to thmspection of the county high

onthe project be competitively bid and let to private compan®sG 2-11. way commissioner
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(2) Uponthe completion of the work the coursyshare ofhe (4) In case the county highway committee or the town board
costshall be paid to the contractor as though the county had beeanable to acquire needed lands or rights by contract, such com
animmediate party to theontract. Unless specifically authorizedmittee or board may acquire the same in the name of the county
by the countythepayment by the county shall not exceed the cost town by eminent domain, as provided in 88.
of 22 feet of the width of the pavement, as well as a portion of thejistory: 1997 a. 253
costsof grading, draining, and appertaining structures. The bal

anceof the expense of thimmprovement shall be borne by the cityg3.08 Acquisition of lands and interest therein. (1) (a)
andshall be provided in the manner in which expense of stregie county highway committee may acquiredift, devise, pur
improvements ordinarily met. Assessments of benefits may hghaseor condemnation any lands or interests in lands for the
madeby the city against abuttingroperty in the manner providedimprovementmaintenance, relocation or change of any county
wherethe improvement is done solely at the expense of the cifjd or other highway or street or any bridge on a county aither
but such assessments of benefits shall not exceed feeedife highwayor street that the county is empowered to improve or aid
betweerthe cost of the improvement atice amount contributed jn improving or to maintain. The county highway committee may

theretoby the county purchaseor accept donations of remnants of tracts or parcels of
(3) The provisionsof subs(1) and(2) shall apply to villages landremaining at the time or after it has acquired portions of those
andtowns subject to the approval of the county board. tractsor parcels by purchase condemnation where in the judg
History: 1993 a. 246248 mentof the committee the acquisition of the remnant waiskist

in rendering just compensation to a landowiepart of whose

83.06 Maintenance of county aid highways.  All streets landshave been taken for highwayrposes, and would serve to
and highways improved with coun&jd under this chapter shallminimize the overall cost of the taking by the public.

be maintained by the towns, cities and villages in wihely lie (b) Whenever the county highway committee considers it nec
but this provision shall not diministr otherwise déct the duty essaryto acquire any lands or interests in land for any purpose
of the county with respeto any street or highway which is a por describedn par (a), it shall so order The order or a separate map
tion of the county trunk highway system, nor the powers of thg plat shall show the old and new locations and the lanititeor
countyconferred by s83.03 (1)and(2) or s.83.035 estsrequired. The committee shall file a copy of the order and map

with the county clerk arin lieu of filing a copy of the order and
83.065 County road and bridge fund; tax levy. The map,may file or record a plah accordance with 84.095 The
countyboard shalnnually levy a tax of not more than 2 mills orcommitteeshall attempt to obtain easements or title in fee simple
the dollar, in addition to all other taxes, and the proceeds shall Bg conveyance of the lands or interests required, at a price,4nclud
known as the “County Road and Bridge FundExpenditures ing damages, considered reasonabjethe committee. The
from said fund shall be made only for the purposes of constructifigtrumentof conveyance shall name the county as grantee and
andmaintaining highways and bridgeader this chapter and for shall be filed with the countglerk and recorded in thefigle of
purchasingpperating, renting anepairing machineryquarries theregister of deeds.

and gravel pits used in such construction and maintenance. (2) If anyof the needed lands or interests therein cannot be

purchasedexpeditiously for a price deemed reasonable by the
83.07 Acquisition of lands, quarries, gravel pits; committee the committee may acquire the same by condemnation
relocation; eminent domain. (1) The county highway com underch.32.

mittee or town board may acquit@ny lands or interest therein (3) Thecost of land and rights so acquired, including any-dam

neededo carry out the provisions dfis chapter Whenever the gesallowed and other expenses connected therewith, shall be
countyhighway committee or town board is unable to acquire t gid out of available improvement or maintenance funds.
sameby purchase at a reasonable price such property may be .
acquiredoy condemnation under c82. (4) Subjecttos.84.09 (3) (cland to the approval of the depart

1a) Th w hiah it t board ment, the county board is authorized and empowered to sell at
(12) Thecounty highway committee or town board may-pur,pjic sale, orto sell at private sale for fair market value to an

chase or accept donations of remnants of tracts or parcels of Igig o of adjacent propertyroperty owned by theounty in fee

remainingat the time or after it has acquired portions of the tra highway purposes, when the county board shall determine that
or parcels by purchase or condemnation where in the judgmen, l%hproperty is no longer necessary for the cosntge for high

the county highway committee down board the acquisition of 4y nyrposes. The fundterived from such sale shall be depos
theremnant would assist in rendering just compensation to a lajd ] in the county highway fund arttle expense incurred in con

owner,a part of whose lands have been taken for highway Pt tion with the sale shall be paid from that fund. However

gostﬁsandbl\{vould serve to minimize the overall cost of the takingh oy of the department is not required where county funds
y the public. only have been used.

(2) In case the countpighway committee or town board History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c)1985 a. 223.5; 1997 a. 25282 1999 a. 32

deemsit desirable to acquire any lands or the right to take stor?e ga. 2t12327. | ot ' . hat th o of land
H 5 H sentexpress language to the contragurts presume thal e grantor of lan

gra.vel’CIay or other_matenal, from private lands for_use In the EXS be used for roadways intended to convey only an easeeleied using the term
cution of the committees or boards duty or to acquire the right “ight of way” should be construed as conveying an easement unless the instrument,
of access to any lands, or thight of drainage across any landsgonsideredas a whole, indicates that the parties interttiedpassage of fee title.
the committee or board may purchase or condemn such tandge,ger: Town of New Denmarig012 Wi App 26339 Ws. 2d 336810 N.w2d

right and take title thereto in the name of the county or town, an

the costthereof shall be paid out of the highway improvemers og Emergency repairs of county trunk highways.

funds. Whenevera flood or other casualty renders any county trunk-high
(3) Whenlands are acquired under this section to relocate way dangerous for travel, the town chairperson may immediately

straightenany highway or to provide easier curves at highwastoseit and notify the county highway commissioner thereof, and

intersectionsand tractsiot more than 2 acres in area remain septne commissioner shall promptly make repaiexessary to render

ratedfrom themain body of land from which they are acquiredthe highway safe for travel. If sii€éient funds are not available

the county highway committee aown board mayjif it deems the in the county maintenance fund, the commissioner, mily the

acquisitionof such minor tracts advisable or necessary to beautifgnsentof the chairperson of the county boardobthe county

the highway or to protect public travel, acquire such minor tradmsghway committee, make theecessary repairs, and the cost

in the name of the county or the towrradts in excess of 2 acresthereofshall be paid as soon as funds are available.

of like character may be acquired by agreement. History: 1983 a. 19%.303 (2) 1989 a. 565.258 2003 a. 214
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NOTE: 2003 Ws. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive andthe county shall appropriate its share as provided in(3yb.

explanatory notes. subjectto the limitation in sub(4), until the county has appropri
) ) ) ) atedan amount equal to the amount raised by the town or village
83.11 Marking section and quarter section corners in or to the proceeds of the bonds thus advancEus procedure

highways. Any countyboard may provide that section and guaimayalso be used to repay funds borrowed and advanced by a town
ter section corners in any highway construdtedhole or in part or village for such improvements, as provided in €6h.

mentsor markers: and the expense of puting n and maintainipg ) Thecounty clerk shall on or before January 1 of each year

suchmarkers shall be paid ou?of the C(I)Ounty rgaad bridge fund ﬂ% with the departmerd written statement setting forth the peti

or other county fund as may be determined by the cuayd tions granted by the county board and the improvements-deter
" minedupon under s83.03 the location, character and contem

8312 Catll A  of high . tplatedcost of each improvement, and the amount to be paid by the
' attie pass.est. zapﬁ:. 0 ﬁny 'g t\tllvay Improvement . nty and town or village for making each improvement.
or as a separateroject under this chaptecattle passes across History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) (c) 1977 c. 2721985 a. 223.5.

highwaysmay be constructed ptaces determined by the county

highway committee to be necessary and practical. 83.15 Aid by county for state line bridge or highway

) ~ Thecounty board of any county bounded in part by a rimeby
83.13 Guideboards. The county board magrect and main g highway either ofwhich is also a state boundary line may aid
tain guideboards omounty aid and county trunk highways whichany municipality of such county in the construction of a bridge
arenot part of the state trunk highway system, the cost to be paiffosssuch river or any part thereof, iarthe reconstruction of the
outof such fund as the board shall direct. highway including its bridges by amppropriation therefor not

exceedingone-third ofthe cost of such bridge or of such highway

83.14 County aid on town and village initiative.
(1) Any town meeting or village board may vote a¢éxot less 83.16 County may contract with foreign county . The
than$500 to improve a designated portion of a county aid-highoardof supervisors of any county in this state bordering on any
way and may accept cash donations for such purposes, and Wieamor highway which is the boundary line between such
acceptedsubsequent proceedings shall be the same as if a tax@intyand a county in another state is authorized in conjunction
like amounthad been voted. Highways in villages shall not be elyith the board ofupervisors of such adjoining county in such
gible to improvement under this section wherever the buildingsgher state, to construct and maintain a bridge or bridges across
fronting the highways average more than one to each 60 lineal fgg¢hriver at a place or places within the limitssofch county or
of highway The tax shall not exceetmills on the dollar on the reconstruct such highway including its bridges as may be agreed
taxableproperty but every town and village may vote $500, anghonby the respective boards of supervisors, whenever said board
suchtax shall be paid to the county treasurer when the couflysupervisors deems it necessaryd to enter into a contract with
taxesarepaid. If the total cost of the improvement approved by,chboard of supervisors of the adjoining county of such other

thetown meeting or village board exceeds the amount which itgtefor the construction, maintenance and repair of such bridges
permittedby this subsection to raise by taxation in the curregt highway

year, it may vote a tax of ndb exceed the same amount for the

succeeding/ear or years. 83.17 County may assume compensation liability;

(2) Whenthe tax has been voted the townvillage board agreements with localities. Whenever a county contributes
shall petition the county board at its next annual meetirape  funds to a highway project undertaken by a town, villagetgr
priateat least an equal amount as the cogrghare of the cost of in the county or a cifyfown or village has its highways maintained
the proposed improvement. The petition shall designate the hidly the county with local funds, tleeunty through its county high
way to be improved and state the character of the improvemergy committee may assume the liability under B2 of the
andthe amount which has been voted therefor town, village or city to anyemployee on such project, and may by

(3) The county board shall thereupon appropriate for tre@reementvith the governing body of the town, village or city
improvementa sum equal to or greater than the amount vot@§evidefor the amount the town, village or city shall pay to the

thereforby the town or village; anshall raise the same by tax ortOUNty for the assumption of such liabilityThe action of the
all the taxable property of the county countyhighway committee shall remain irfedt until the county

2 N hall b ired L boardby resolution disapproves of the action.
(4) No countyshall be required to appropriate in any year OVET | yistory: 1975 c. 14%.54: 1979 c. 89

$2,000for work in any town or village.

(5) Theimprovement shall be performed, supervised and ped.18 Entry on lands. For constructingr maintaining any
for and accepted in the same manner as other county aid wotkighway by the countythe county highway committee or com

(6) Constructionshall not begin until the funds to pay for thé’ﬂlSSlOl’lerSha” possesall of the powers to acquire and enter lands
sameare in the county treasuand the plans and specificationscor::irrr_edll;ggz tzogvgzgzogg?gosg:iﬂs (2)and(s).
havebeen approved by the county highway committee. After am)I;J1OTE>:/. 2003 Ws. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive
town has voted the tax such town may borrow moneystmh  explanatory notes.
improvemenin anticipation of the tax levy and th@propriation
to be made bshecounty board, and pay the same into the coungs 19 Temporary highways and detours. When any
treasuryas an advancefter which construction may proceedyighwaywhich is maintained or tbe maintained by the county
The county shall reimburse the town for such advance when gpgjipe practically impassable or be dangerousaeel or when
necessaryunds become available. it shall be deemed necessary on account of construction or repair
(7) Townsand villages may take the initiative in tineprove  work thereon or for other reasons to suspend travel upon any part
mentof county aid highways by issuing bonds and the funds praf such highwaythe county highway commissioner may lay out
duced by such bond issue shall be handled and expendedaad opentemporary highways for the accommodation of public
thoughraised by taxation. If the county has not appropriatedtravel through any landsgnd the county highway commissioner
sumat least equal to thfeinds raised by the town or village or toshall possess the powers conferred b§2s35upon town boards.
the proceeds of the town or villagmnds advanced to the countySaid powers shall be exerciséy the county highway commis
for suchimprovements, the town or village board may petition th&onerin like manner and the procedure shall be the same except
county pursuant to sul2) for an amount equal to one-half ofthat the contract and orders and claim for damages and other
suchfunds or of the principahaturing on such bonds in each yeapapersrelating to the matter shall be filed with the county clerk,
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and claims for damageshallbe acted upon by the county boarar the governing body of any municipalityhich has jurisdiction

in the manner provided by 893.80 overa rustic road may apply to the board for the remofvalhigh
History: 1977 c. 28%.12; 1979 c. 32%.33; 1991 a. 3162003 a. 214 way from the rustic roads system. Tiheard shall approve or deny
NOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive the application for removal of the highway from its designagien
explanatory notes. arustic road

. —_ . (5) JOINT JURISDICTION OF HIGHWAYS. Highways under the
83.20 Highways, lighting. ~ Any county may provide for ioint jurisdiction of 2 or more municipalities or a municipality and
lighting of improvedhighways maintained by the county or th FS:ounty or 2 or more counties may not be designated rustic roads

constructionof which has been aided by the county or state, agflhe withdrawn from the rustic roads system until after approval
of bridges located thereon. by:

83.42 Rustic roads system. (1) PurprosE.Inorder to create (2) The 9°Ve”"”9 bodies of gllfatted municipalities; qnd
andpreserve rustic and scemiads for vehiculabicycle, electric  (b) The county highwagommittees of all &cted counties;
personakssistive mobility devicand pedestrian travel in unhur @n

ried, quiet and leisurely enjoyment; to protect and preserve-recre (c) The board.

ationaldriving, culture, beautytrees, vegetation and wildlife by (7) LocAL AUTHORITY. The county highway committees, the

establishingprotective standards of rustic road design, accesgynicipalitiesand the counties shall have the same authority over
speedmaintenance and identification, which will promote a-conysticroads as thegossess over other highways under their-juris

tinuoussystem of rustic roads asdenic easements for the publigjiction except as otherwise provided in this section.

healthand welfare; a state system of rustic roads is created. ) . . .
y (8) Aips. State aids for rustic roads shall be determined in

(2) DeriNITIONS. In this section: accordancevith the generatransportation aids provisions of s.
(a) “Board” means the rustic roads board in the departmeri6.3Q
(b) “Municipality” means a cityvillage or town. (8m) RuSTIC ROAD MARKING SIGNS; STATE PAYMENT. The

departmenshall pay the costs of furnishing and installingtic
committeeor the governing bodgf any municipality may apply roadsmarking signs on fitially designated rustic roads from the

to the board for the designation of any highway undguiitsdic- appropriatiorunder $20.395 (3) (eq)

tion as a rustic road. The board shall approwdeay the applica ~ (9) RULESAND STANDARDs. The board shall promulgate rules
tion for designation of a highway as a rustic road submitteter andestablish standarder the maintenance, identification, eon
this subsection. struction,use and preservation of the rustic roads system.

(4) WITHDRAWAL OF HIGHWAYS FROM RUSTIC ROADS SYSTEM. 55H1'59t§éy;. 12%7;_ 4 11519211%7_%giéggla?‘légggoﬁs;Céozcs'2202 (51) (@)1983 a.

After holding a publichearing, any county highway committee, cross-reference: See also cilrans-RR 1Wis. adm. code.

(3) DESIGNATION AS A RUSTIC ROAD. Any county highway
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