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CHAPTER 75
LAND SOLD FOR TAXES

75.001 Definitions. 75.285 Action; condition precedent.
75.002 Timely payment. 75.29  Actions of ejectment, when barred.
75.01  Redemption. 75.30  Action by original owner if deed is void, when barred.
75.03  Redeeming lands of minors or individuals adjudicated incompetent. 75.31  “Possession” defined.
75.04  Redemption receipt and entries. 75.32  Taxation and sale of lands held by counties.
75.05  Disposition of redemption money 75.35  Sale of tax—deeded lands; purchase of adjacent lands.
75.06  Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. 75.36  County acquisition and sale of property
75.07  Redemption notices; publication. 75.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes.
75.09  Notice, how posted. 75.37  Waste on land subject to a tax certificate.
75.10  Mistake in notice. 75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; penalty
75.105 Cancellationof delinquent real property taxes on property contaminateb.377 Inspection of property subject to tax certificate.
by hazardous substances. 75.39  Action to bar former owner
75.106 Assignment of property contaminated by hazardous substances. 75.40  Action, where and how brought.
75.11  Compensation of printer 75.41  Complaint.
75.115 Rights of persons who have an interest in mineral rights. 75.42  Defense, answer
75.12  Deed, notice of application for 75.43  Election to receive deposit; costs.
75.13  Filing affidavit. 75.44  Release.
75.14  Deeds, execution of; rights under; evidence. 75.45  Deed as evidence.
75.143 Defer taking of tax deed. 75.46  Trial; defendans interest.
75.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse possession. 75.47  Separate trials.
75.145 Correction of description by action. 75.48  Effect of judgment.
75.16  Deed, by whom executed; form. 75.49  Judgment for defendant.
75.17  Transfer of contaminated land to a municipality 75.50  Unknown owners.
75.19 Foreclosure of certificate. 75.52  Judgment a bawhen.
75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure. 75.521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.
75.20 Limitations on certificates and issue of dedils;of tax certificate liens. 75.54  Reassessment of taxes by order of court.
75.22  Validity; immaterial errors. 75.55  Application of section 75.54.
75.23  Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk. 75.61  Actions related to tax certificates.
75.24  Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certificate. 75.62  Procedure in actions related to tax certificates.
75.25  Lien of reassessed tax. 75.63  Ejectment as to public lands; conditions.
75.26  Limitation. 75.64  No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed; deposit.
75.27  Limitation on former owner 75.67  Procedure in populous counties containing authorized city
75.28  Application of all limitations. 75.69  Sale of tax delinquent real estate.

NOTE: 1987 Wisconsin Act 37§ which repealed and ecreated chapter 74, by law to be imposed on the tax certificate following its issuance.
made substantial amendments to chapter 75.Act 378 contains explanatory If there is a redemption before the recording, thedted, as it
notes. . ’ ’

relatesto the land redeemed, shall be void.

75.001 Definitions. In this chapterunless the context clearly ~ (C) The provisions of this chapter relating to redemption; con
indicatesotherwise: veyance rights of action, limitation andther proceedings shall

(1) “Tax” means real property taxes, special assessmentf@glyto all swamp and overflowed lands that have been or may
definedunder s.74.01 (3) special chayes as defined under s.P€contracted for sale by any county board. B
74.01(4) and special taxes as defined undét4s01 (5) (4) (a) Redemption of land subject to a tax certificate may be
(2) “Tax deed” means a tax deed executed undé.44 a madein partial payments of not less than $20, unlessthaty
deedexecuted under g5.190r a judgment issuashder s75.521 treasureigrees to accept a smaller amount. The making of partial
History: 1987 a. 378 paymentsshall not operate to extend the period of redemption.
(b) Eachpartial payment shall be applied first to pay all
75.002 Timely payment. (1) When payment is required chargesauthorizedby law then to pay the interest and penalty
underthis chapteto be made on or before a certain date, the pagccruedand then to pay the principal of the tax. The portion of the
mentis timely if it is mailed in gproperly addressed envelope paymentio be applied as principal shall be ascertained by dividing
postmarkedefore midnight of the last date prescribed for makirttpe amount of the payment ltiie sum of one plus a figure that is
the payment, with postage prepaid, and is received by the propeg product ofeither .01 or a decimal reflecting the applicable per
official not more than 5 days after the prescribed date for makicgntageunder s.74.47 multiplied by the number of months of
the payment. delinquencycounting any part of a month as a full month. This

(2) A payment which fails to satisfy the requirements of suBmountof principal shall be deducted from the amoufferefd in
(1) solely because of a delay or administrative error of the UBgymentand the remainder of it shall be the interest accrued from
postalservice shall be considered to be timely made. the date ofaccrual specified in the tax certificate on that portion
History: 1987 a. 378 of the tax that is dééred to be paid. Interest on any new balance
of principal sum shall be figured from the date of accrual specified
75.01 Redemption. (1) (a) As used in this subsection,in the tax certificate.

“recording” means the presentation of a tax deed to the register dF'eliSé‘nyi t_1977dc- 26%)9?11)0(5)1671987 a. 378t the time of the filnd of a valid t
: edemptiorunder sub. may occur up to the time of the filing of a valid tax

deedsfor record and acceptance of it. deed. The filing of a void tax deed does not prevent redemption. Theraigtmority

(b) Any person, prioto the recording of a tax deed based ofar the retroactive amendment of a void tax deed. TheiGeunty of \érnon,221
a tax certificate issued on land for nonpayment of taxes, m\é@?ﬁzgv:n?’ej;?ssgntlitll\gdz ?oj}zgizrﬁr:)‘;rtlg? 2)5;;2?§? land sold for taxes before the tax
redeentheland d(_escrlbed in the tax certificate. Redemption sh@llegis recorded by filing with the county treasurer an application for prorafion
be made by paying to the county treasurer the amount of tlgescontaining a legal description of the portion sought to be redeemediity58
unpaidtaxes stated in the tax certificate plus the interest and p&fn- 39-

; An interested person may redeem land sold for the nonpayment of taxes up until
alty as provided under 24.47 computed from the date of aCcruakhetime a tax deed conveying the same is recorded. Se@do#8 and 75.14 (1) are

asspecifiedin the tax certificate plus any other ai@s authorized discussed.63 Atty. Gen. 592.
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75.03 Redeeming lands of minors or individuals adju -  chargedor which the county did not settle for under4.29shall
dicated incompetent. (1) (a) The lands of minors or anyberetained by the county

interestthey may have acquired in lands prior to or after the dateHistory: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 39

thelands became subject to a tax certificate imayedeemed at

any time before such minors come of age and during one y@&.06 Applicability of chapter to 1st class cities. ~ For
thereafterif such lands dichot accrue delinquent taxes for 5 opurposes of this chapteicounty” includes a city authorized to
more consecutive years prior to or after such acquisition, but peoceedunder s74.87. Unless the context specifically indicates
suchredemption shall be construad redeeming the interest ofotherwise, all powers granted to counties by this chaptes
any other person in such lands. The lands of persons adjudgéantedto that city; all powers and duties granted to county gov
mentallyincompetent or any interetitey may have acquired in €rningbodies and dicials are granted to the counterpart govern
landsprior to the date thiands became subject to a tax certificat#lg body and dfcials of that city; and all procedures and forms
andwhich did not accrue delinquent taxes for 5 or more conse@i€scribedvy this chapter as applicable to counties shall be-appli
tive years prior to oafter such acquisition, may be redeemed &gbleto that city with the modifications necessary to retain-sub
any time during disability and during one year thereafteptantial conformity with this chapter

Redemptiorshall be made unders5.01 History: 1987 a. 378

(b) The heirs of any such minor who dies after the néntitie . . _—

o . 75.07 Redemption notices; publication. 1) Each
to thellandssljall accrue and befqre thg expiration of the t'mgountytreasureFr) shall, at least 6pand not more th(ar)l 10 months
lands, may 215, if minors, fedeem the mierest of the minor in (ECTEte expiraton ofthe time for redeeming lasdject 0.3

A T L . PP certificate, excepands subject to §5.521that are located in
landswithin the time in which the minor couldf, living, have

. ] o city authorized to proceed undei74.87 cause to be published
redeemedhe same; and if not minors they may redeem within O%anclass 2 notice, Ender @85, in the county in whichl?[he lands

year from the time their title so accrues and within the time i : P
which the minor could, if living, have redeemed the same. | Jtel?hcstﬁg’maésg?ftﬁg uprgg%%eigea/:‘%nrgsé:ggggg]gife;fg/ ELaeCt or
(2) The period of redemptionf lands or any interest in the amountof taxes, chaes and interest, calculated to the last day of
landsof minors or persons adjudged mentally incompetent, whigBjemption, due on each parcel, together with a notice that unless
they acquired prior osubsequent to the date the lands becanggchlands are redeemed on or before thedagtof redemption,
subjectto atax certificate and which lands accrued delinquefhich shall be specified, they will be conveyed to the coufibe
taxesfor 5 or more consecutive years, prior to or after such acqdbuntytreasurerfor the purpose of such list, may condense such
sition, shall not be extended under s(H. descriptionswhen such condensed description will reasonably
(3) If a tax certificate includes lands or any interest in landescribethe premises.
which are held by a minor @ person adjudged mentally incompe  (2) (a) Before publishing such list such treasurer shall-care
tent,and those lands have accrued delinquent taxes for 5 or Mg, ‘compare the same withe tax certificate describing the
years, and the timfer issuance of a deed upon the certificate hagndsto be included in the list to be published. If upon such
not expired, the county may eithareclose by action under s.examinatiortherebe found any omission or erroneous description
75.190r take title under §.5.140r75.521andforeclose any right in the tax certificate, sucharcel of land in the description of
of redemption or interest of any minor or person adjudged  \yhich the omission or error shall occur shall not be advertised for
tally incompetent by separate action und@bsla In such action redemptionput shall be deleted from the tax certificate in which
theminor or person adjudged mentally incompetent rapsear it was originally included and placed in the next-issued tax eertifi
by guardian ad litem as providég law and the guardian, if the cate.
personhas one, shall be joined as a party defendant. (b) If the number of the description in the lists of lands to be
History: 1977 c. 831987 a. 3782005 a. 387 advertisedfor redemption bythe county treasurer shall exceed
3,000,the treasurer shall then let by contract the publication of
ggchlist to the lowest bidder upon a notice, written or printed, to

75.04 Redemption receipt and entries. Upon the redemp
tion of any lands subject to a tax certificate by payment to t
county treasurer the treasurer shall execute to the person h ; .
re deéymingi regeipt specifying the land redeeraed the erl)mount of each newspaper printed as aforesaid, at least 10 days prior to the
of the redemption money paid on each parcel separdieétrea time at which such contract shall be Iet..
surershall enter on the tax certificatee information required __ (C) Any county treasurer who shall willfully refuse or neglect
unders.74.57 (4) (d) to perform any duty required by this section or who shall keep
History: 1987 a. 378 backand not report any unredeemed lands for the purpose of evad
ing its provisions shall forfeit the full amount of the penalty of the
75.05 Disposition of redemption money . The County treasurer’fficial bond, one half of WhiCh, when CO”ected, shall

treasureshall distribute and retain funds paid to redeem land s paid to the persoprosecuting therefor and the residue into the
jectto a tax certificate as follows: treasuryof the state for the use of the school fund; provided fur

(1) Partialpayments of delinquent real property taxes shall Bger, that no county treasurer shall be liable to any penalty for

: : : : causingsuch publication to be madtea weekly newspaper pub
retainecby the county and applied as provided ia%01 (4)(b). lishedin such county for théength of time hereinbefore named

(2) Paymentsf delinquent real property taxes, plus any intefyrior to the date of the treasutenotice, when by reason of acci

delivered to andeft with the publisher or one of the publishers

estand penalties, shall be retained by the county dentor other cause more than one wées intervened between
(3) Paymentf delinquent special taxes, plus any inteaest the dates of the actual issue of such newspaper to subscribers, if
penalties shall be retained by the county suchdelay at any one time shall not have exceeded 3 days; but

(4) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or specivery such newspapgfor the purpose of this section shall be
chargedor which the county settled undei74..29 plus any inter deemedo have been regularly published onceeath week as

estand penalties, shall be retained by the caunty hereinbeforeprovided.

(5) Paymentsof delinquent special assessments or SpeCiagbst:o(r:{): relqgfi;nz ﬁZSIication of a redemption notice ptimthe expiration of the
chargedor which the county did not settle for under4.29 plus  ime 1o redeem lands sold for taxes is directory only; failure to inciusiech pub
anyinterest, shall be paid within 15 days after thedast of the cationthe name of the person to whom the taxes were assessed does not invalidate
monthin which the payments wereceived by the county trea aSUbseglF‘i’?t ‘axgeed-t,63 Al?e”- fﬁ-t selinauen | " 't

T g ; ; ; publishing redemption notices for tax delinquent lamatder (1), a county trea
surerto ,the taxing Ju”Sdlc,tlon which Iewed the special asSeSSMEMoris not authorized to omit the names of persons to whom such property was last
or special chage. Penalties on special assessments and speaiksseds Atty. Gen. 18.
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75.09 Notice, how posted. If no newspaper be published in (a) “Brownfield” has the meaning given s.238.13 (1) (a)
suchcounty the county treasurer shall alableast 3 months pre exceptthat, for purposes of this section, “brownfield” ateeans
viousto the time limited for the redemption of any lastbject abandonedidle, or underused residential facilities or sites, the
to a tax certificate, cause to be posted up copies of the list agbansionor redevelopment of which is adverselyeated by
noticespecified in s75.07in at least 4 public places in the coyntyactualor perceived environmental contamination.

oneof which copies shall be posted up in some conspicuous placgh) “Department” means the department of nattgaburces.

inchf tr_eilgs;réssggice. (c) “Dischage” has the meaning given in282.01 (3)
son: * (d) “Hazardous substance” has theaning given in £92.01
75.10 Mistake in notice. Wheneverby mistake or other ().

wise, such treasurer neglects or fails to include in the tredsurer (2) ASSIGNMENT AUTHORIZED. Before a judgment is issued
publishedlist any such tract or tracts of land or to publish such ligf'ders. 75.521 the governing body of a county may assign to a
in accordance with the requirements of,ltve same may be pub Personthe countys right to take judgment with respect to quay
lishedat any time within 2 years after the expiration ofgieeod Cel that is subject to the counsyforeclosure action under s.
of redemption. Such publication shall be made in the same m&#-52% if all of the following apply:

nerand for the same time psescribed in the preceding sections, (&) The governing body of the county provides written notice
andsuch treasurer shall specify in the treasaneotice accompa t0 the governing body of the cjtsown or village in which thear
nying such published list when the time foaking redemption of celthat is subject to the coungyforeclosure action is located at
suchlands from such sale will expire, which time shall not be lelgast15 days before thgoverning body of the county meets to
than6 nor more than 10 months from tlepiration of the full 2 considerthe approval of the assignment.

weeksrequired for theforesaid publication. All tax deeds made (b) The governing body of the county produces a written
uponsuch tracts of land after the expiration of the regular periedsignmenthat is signed on behalf of the courite assignee and
of redemption shall, after the expiration of such extended perithe city, town or village in which the parcel that is subject to the
of redemption, be as valid andesftualas if such publication had county’sforeclosure action is located.

beenmade at the time required in such section. (c) The assignment identifies tparcel for which a judgment
History: 1987 a. 378 is assigned.
75.105 Cancellation of delinquent real property taxes fiel(dd.) The parcel for which a judgment is assigned is a brown

on property contaminated by hazardous substances.
(1) DeriniTioNs. In this section:

(a) “Department” means the department of natural resourc

(e) The assignment requires an environmental assessment of
the parcel and requires that tbepartment be provided the results
BF that assessment before a final judgment undés.521related

(b) “Dischage” has the meaning given in222.01 (3) to the parcel is granted to the assignee.
(c) "Hazardous substancéas the meaning given in292.01 (f) The assignment requires that, if the parcel is contaminated
(5). by the dischage ofa hazardous substance, as determined by the

(2) CANCELLATION AUTHORIZED. At any time before the assessmentnder par(e), and if the assignee elects to accept the
recordingof a tax deed based on a tax certifidaseied on prop judgmentassigned under this subsection regardless of the con
erty for nonpayment of taxes, the governing body of a county mgmination the assignee enter into an agreement with the depart
cancelall or a portion of the unpaid real property taxes for whioment, before a final judgment is issued undebsc2 1related to
atax certificate has been issued plus interest and penaltiessan the parcel, to clean up the parcel to the exgeatticable; to mini
taxeson the property if all of the following apply: mize any harmful gects from the hazardous substance pursuant

(a) The property is contaminated by a hazardous substand@ rules the department promulgates; and to maintain and monitor

(b) An environmental assessment has been conducted and g&?zparcel pursuant to rules the department promulgates.

cludesthat the property is contaminated by the disghaf ahaz g) The assignment and arfiddvit from the countyreasurer
ardoussubstance. thatattestgo the county governing bodyapproval of the assign

mentare filed with the court that is presiding over the cosnty’

(c) The owner of thproperty or another person agrees to Cle%reclosureaction under s75.521

up the property by restoring the environment to the exgeaxti . .
cableand minimizing the harmful ffcts from a dischge of a __(3) JUDGMENT. If a county assigns a judgment under $@p.

hazardousubstance in accordance with rules that the departm@ﬁfjthe county is entitled to a final judgmentire countys fore
promulgates. closure action under 35.521 the court that is presiding over the

foreclosureaction shallgrant a judgment to the assignee under
(d) The owner of the property or another person presents to J Juca 9

A it t entered into witle d ) et (2) on the parcel that is the subject of #ssignment and shall
countyor City an agreement entered into epartment 10 granta separate judgment to the county for parcels that are not the
investigateand clean up the property

o _subjectsof an assignment. The costall enter a judgment order

(e) The owner of the property agrees to maintain and monii@g and adjudging that the assignee is vested with an estate in fee
the property as required under rules tttet department promul  simple absolute in the parcel that is the subject of the assignment
gates and under any contract entered into under those rules. andthe court shall enter a judgment ordering and adjudging that

(3) ApmiNnisSTRATION. Upon the cancellation of all ompmrtion  the county is vested with an estate in fee simple absolute in all par
of real property taxes under syB), the county treasurer shallcelsthat are not the subjeat§ an assignment. A judgment under
executeand provide to the owner of the propeatgtatement iden this subsection is subject to all unpaid taxes andgetsathat are
tifying the property for which taxes have been canceleghall subsequent the latest dated tax lien appearinglomlist speci
enteron the tax certificate the date upon which the taxes were cfied in s.75.521 (3) (bjand to recorded restrictions as provided by
celedand the amount of taxes canceled. s.75.14

(4) CEeRTAIN CITIESAUTHORIZED. A city authorized to proceed  (4) OwNERSHIP. An assignee who is granted a judgment under
unders. 74.87may act under this section with respectibpaid sub.(3) shall take titleo, and is the owner of, the parcel that is the
real property taxes for which it has settled with other taxing-urisubjectof the assignment, except that a person who commences

dictions. an action under s75.521 (14ayelated to the parcel shall com
History: 1997 a. 271999 a. 32 mencethe action against onlyre county that assigned judgment
to the parcel under sufR). An assignment undeub.(2) may
75.106 Assignment of property contaminated by haz - providethat an assignee under s(®).shall indemnify the county
ardous substances. (1) DeriNnimions. In this section: that makes the assignment ahodld the county harmless against
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any loss, expense, liability or damage that toeinty may incur or any part or interest therein, shall pay in addition to the amount
asa result of an action under#&.521 (14a) requiredto redeem the lot or tract, $1.50 for each pesmwed

History: 1999 a. 1212005 a. 932011 a. 32 with the notice arif notice is sent by certified mail, the cost of

) ) ) ) sendingany notices bygertified mail, plus the cost of publication

75.11 Compensation of printer . Theprinter who publishes of the notice. If there is no occupant of the lands as hereinbefore
the list and notice of the time when the redemption of land subjgefined, the county treasurer shall file arfiddvit to that efect
to a tax certificate will expirshallreceive compensation thereforwith the oficer authorized by law to issue the tax deed.
thesameas is provided for legal notices under @85, exceptthat g N tax deed shall be taken upon any notice of application
whenthe same is published under contract, as provided bylaw ,qreforafter one year from the last date of service of such notice.

printer shall receive the compensation fixeddmech contract and (7) This section shall supersede all provisions of. laslud

no more. . e ; . . o
History: 1987 a. 378 ing the provisions of any city chartavhich are in conflict with

it.

75.115 Rights of persons who have an interest in min - gIuséorr{):c:sgs?ecﬁiigltggtle%ezrlglv\?r?;et‘)-f3a7r?elc%grc51ea; iiifrest including a mineral
eral rights. Notwithstanding ss75.14 (1) 75.16 75.19and interestinder s 786.057, be provi):ied written notice of an application fordetk
75.521(3) (am) 4.(5), (8) and(13) (b) the failure of an owner of 74 Atty. Gen. 59
afee simple interest in surfadghts to pay property taxes on land
doesnot extinguish the rights of a holder of a fee simple intere6.13 Filing affidavit. If a proper dfdavit of service of notice
in severed mineral rights related to that land. of application for tax deed or a proper proof of nonoccupancy

History: 1993 a. 391 dueform, as provided in §5.12 has heretofore been filed with

] o the countyclerk, the fact that suchfafavit of service of notice or

75.12 Deed, notice of application for . (1) No tax deed affidavit of nonoccupancy or such proof hast been otherwise
shallbe issued oany lot or tract of land subject to a tax certificatéiled shall not be alleged or raised in any action or proceeding
unlessa writtennotice of application for tax deed shall have beesttackingor questioning the title of the countyits successors in

servedupon the owneor one of the owners of record in théa® interestin the land which was the subject of the notice or proof.
of register of deeds of the county wherein the land is situated. Ifistory: 1979 c. 891987 a. 378

suchlot or tract be improved by a dwelling house, or buildiegd
for business purposes, or a building used for agriculpurgdoses, 75.14 Deeds, execution of; rights under;  evidence.
andin any of said cases, such building has been actually occugied If any landsubject to a tax certificate shall not be redeemed
for the purpose specified for 30 dagsmediately prior to the date the county clerk shall, after the expiration of the tiprescribed
of service ofthe notice of application for tax deed, or if such loby law for the redemption thereof, on presentation of the tax-certif
or tract of land has been occupied and cultivated for agricultuiedte and proof of service of notice, execute in the name of the state
purposes for 30 days within the period of 6 months immediatedyid of the countyas such dicer thereof, under the cleskhand
prior to the date of service of the notice of application for the tandthe seal of the countto the county and its assigns, a deed of
deed then notice of application for tax deed shall be served upghe land so remaining unredeemed, and shall acknowledge the
the occupant or one of the occupants thereof. If the records of §agnewhich shall vest in the county an absolute estate in fee simple
office of register of deeds ithe county where such land is situate¢h such land subjecthowever to recorded restrictions and
showthat such lot or tract of land is encumbered by an unsatisfiedlemptionas provided in this chapteand such deed duly wit
mortgageor mortgages, such notice of application for tax degtkssedand acknowledged shall be presumptwédence of the
shallbeserved upon at least one of the mortgagees in each stejularityof all the proceedings, from the valuation of the lapd
mortgageor upon the last assignee or one of the last assigneethefassessor up to aridcluding the execution of the deed, and
eachsuch mortgage, if the assignment is recorded. may be recorded with the likefett as other conveyances of land.

(2) Suchnotice shall statéhe date of the tax certificate, theNo deed may be issued under this section timgilcounty board,
descriptionof the lands involved, the amount of the delinquendyy resolution, orders issuance of the deed.
andthat such amount wiltear interest and penalty as provided by (2) Thecounty clerk shall not issue a desfcany parcel of land
law, and shall give notice that after the expiration of 3 months framtil by carefully comparing the advertised list of the same for
the date ofservice of such notice the county will apply for a taxedemption with the tax certificate, the clerk shall find that the
deed. A notice of application for a tax deed shall not be seeaed  descriptionof such parcel of land so to be conveyed has been cor
lier than 88 days prior to the earliest date on wiiiehcounty is rectly and fully published, in such advertised list of redemptions;
entitled to a deed. andif upon such examination the county clerk shall find any error

(3) Thenotice of application for tax deed mays®ved by the or omission in any such advertised description the clerk shall enter
countytreasurer or any person acting for the treastreenotice  oppositethe description of said land in the tax certificate a state
shallbe served in the manner that service of a summonsdnra mentof the fact of such error or omission. If the description of said
of record is made, or by certified mail, with return receipt of tHandin the tax certificate is in errothe county board shall cause
addresse®nly demanded. If notice cannot be given by use efich certificate to be canceleds it relates to that parcel, and
eitherof the foregoing methods, the county treasorethe trea  directthe countytreasurer to correct the description thereof, using
surer’'sagent shall make anfafavit setting forth the ébrt to theprocedure under $4.61 and include the parcel in the tax-cer
makeservice, the inability to do so, and shall ftle afidavit with  tificate next issued under $4.57. If the error or omission is in
the county clerk. In such cases the notice shall be published byahly the advertised list of redemptions, the county treasurer shall
countytreasurer as @lass 3 notice, under c®85, in the county correctand readvertise the same for redemption in the next such
The affidavit of the countytreasurer or the treasureagent as to publication and the period of redemption shall be extended
inability to secure service personatlyby certified mail, together therebyan additional year
with proof of publication of theotice, shall be deemed completed (4) Whenevera deed in the chain of title shall contain valid
serviceof the notice of application for tax deed. andenforceable restrictions and covenants running witheiti

(4) Before the tax deed is issued, proof of service, or theshereinafter defined and limited, said restrictions @menants
returnedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication of the noticeshall survive and be enforceable after the issuance of dead
of application for tax deed shall be filed with théaafr authorized to the same extent that they would be enforceable against a volun
by law to issue the tax deed, and a copy of the proof of servitary grantee of the owner of the title immediately prior to the deliv
returnedcertified mail receipt, or proof of publication with evi ery of the tax deed. This subsection shall apply to the usual-restric
denceof the cost of publication shall be retained by the countijons and covenants limiting the use of propertige type,
treasurer.A person subsequently redeeming a lot or tract of lantharacterand location of building, covenants against nuisances
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andwhat the former parties deemed to be undesirable conditions, 4. Any boundaryfences, apparent easements, roadways and
in, upon and about the propertpvenants to contribute to the cosvisible encroachments on the property

of maintaining private roads, and other similar restrictions and (¢) The treasurer of the county seeking to trartitferto prop
covenantsput this subsection shall not protect covenargating - erty under this chapter shall mail the notice under(paratleast

any debt or lien against or upon the propgatythat willrequire g \yeeks before the date that title to the property will be transferred,
the owner to expend monégr any purpose, except such as may, e |ast-known address of eashiner of an interest in other real
requirethe owner to keep the premises in a sightly condition, ¢ opertythat has a common boundary wiitle property The trea

tributeto the cost of maintaining private roads, or to abate undegly, : L L
- : 4 ' . rer shall attach a lisbntaining the legal description of the prop
ableconditions. During the period that the county is the CJWﬁerertyto the notice. The notice shall appear in at least 10—point bold

landsso acquired it shall not be required to expang money to : : .
keepthe premises in sanitary or sightly condition or to contribu&%’cetype or its equivalent and shall read as follows:

to the cost of maintainingrivate roads or to abate nuisances or NOTICE REGARDING TRANSFER
undesirableconditions, but its successors in title shall be subject OF ADJACENT PROPERY

theretoand to covenants and restrictions as provided in this sec TAKE NOTICE THAT ANY PERSON THA HAS OR
tion. Any rights the former owner had to enforce the restrictio®LAIMS TO HAVE A RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN ANY
andcovenants to which thisubsection is applicable against th&REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED IN THE
grantorand other parties owning property subject to seskric  ATTACHED LIST IS HEREBY NOTIFIED THA .... (name of
tions and covenants, excefforfeitures, right of reentyyor the county) WILL TRANSFER TITLE D THE REAL PROR
reverter,shall likewise survive to the county as grantee in said t&@RTY DESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST ON.... (date of
deedand to successors and assigns. transferof title).

History: 1987 a. 378
Wlﬁgr:g countyaacceptstax deed, all property rights vest in fee simple in the TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THA" YOU ARE RECEIVING
county. A county has no statutory authority to rescind a tax deed that was lawfulfHIS NOTICE BECAUSE YOU HAE AN INTEREST IN
issuedand to therebynilaterally impose property ownership on a third patty 'REAL PROPER'Y THAT BORDERS ON A PIECE OF REAL
file Shcksan County Department of Natural Resouraedps i1 66203 s, 26 PROPERTYDESCRIBED IN THE ATACHED LIST. THE
497,717 N.W2d 713 04-2582 i TREASUREROF .... (name of the county) HAS A COPY OF A
e e Ao iy @ ta deed under s. 75.14 orby a judgmenSURVEY OF ALL REAL PROPERY THAT IS DESCRIBED
LT T IN THE ATTACHED LIST. THE SUR/EY SHOWS THE SIZE
75.143 Defer taking of tax deed. (1) In this section: A(N)ILDJI\II_I())EF?-II;%NTSE IgICE:ARI'IIEékIP(I)QI?EI\iI;{\\;IglgLEEXgEF?LIJOCR
URES ON THE PROPERY, THE DIMENSIONS OF ANY
RINCIPAL BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERY AND ANY
“ . . BOUNDARY FENCES,APPARENT EASEMENTS, ROAD
(b) “Dwelling unit” means atructure or that part of a structur AYS AND VISIBLE ENCROACHMENTS. YOU MAY
usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person o .
2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the ex %JHDTOONL(())'P(}:(LQTH\AT XII\EIYS;JI%IE'IY 'II?’L'\IQA(?REIE'LI'JEREETSF'I[?N
sionof all others. _ _ THE REAL PROPERY. IF YOU BELIEVE THAT THE SUR
(2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under §,£v sSHOWS THA SOME OF THE REAL PROPER TO BE
74.87may byordinance direct its treasurer to defer the taking %NSFERRED BELONGS TO YOU. YOU HAVE THE

(@) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or
dwelling units and any land included with that building in th
sameentry on the tax roll.

tax deeds by the city on dwellings. The ordinance shall design
the period of time that the taking of a tax deed shall be deferrE TT(TB-II—E?_SL-I(—;ESM'KP)TYTOOUPLTI\%/EERTH-?I—EWIEEOEQEIEIR&IVD

after the one-year period provided by lawhe deferral period
may notexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply to those-deIﬁND YOU MAY WISH TO CONSULT AN ATTORNEY.

gquenttaxes and assessments incurred while the dwelliag 3) ASSERTINGCLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE POSSESSION.
ownedand occupied by the persero owns and occupies the(2) Except as provided in p&b), any person claiming ownership
building at the beginning of the deferrperiod. If the owner by adverse possession unde8@3.250f property whose title will
ceaseso occupy the dwelling during the deferral period, the citge or has been transferred undeis chapter may commence an
treasuresshall take dax deed on the dwelling as soon as practicactionto establish title as provided in&93.25
ble. A city adopting an ordinance under this section may require (b) Any person claiming ownership by adverse possession
the dwelling owner to submit proof that the owner is eligible fotinders.893.250f propertyfor which a survey has been obtained
a deferral under this section. and noticemailed in compliance with suf2) may commence an
History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378 actionto establish title as provided in&93.25 butthe action is
barredif not commenced on or before the date of transfer of title

75.144 Rights of persons claiming adverse  poSSes - i atis set forth in the notice.

sion. (1) TITLES SUBJECTTO CLAIM OF OWNERSHIPBY ADVERSE 2 R
POSSESSION. Subject to subg2) to (4), titles that are obtained  (4) REIMBURSEMENTS UPON ESTABLISHING TITLE BY ADVERSE

underthis chapter are subject to claims of ownership by adveZSSESSION.Any person who establishes title by adverse pesses
possession under 893.25 sionas provided in $893.25to property whose title would have

beenor wastransferred under this chapter shall reimburse the

(2) CLAIMS OF OWNERSHIP BY ADVERSE POSSESSIONBARRED. countyfor the actual costs of any survey of the property obtained

(a) If a county obtains a survef property complying with par ; -
(b) and mails notice concerning the property complying with pé&ndersub.(Z) and shall reimburse any former title holdersaoy

(c) and if noaction concerning the property is commenced und?;nountof real estate taxes paid by the title holders on the_property
sub.(3) on or before the date set forth in the notimgy claim to 10 any part of the 5 years precedihg date of entry of the judg

ownershipof the property by adverse possession undg9z25 Mentthat establishes title by adverse possession.

is barred. History: 1985 a. 2471987 a. 378
(b) The sgrvey under pe(a) shall show all of the following: 75.145 Correction of description by action. Any tax
1. The size and location of the property deedissued by a county containing an incomplete, indefinite or
2. The exterior boundaries of the property incorrectreal estate description, and which description follows
3. The locations of any visible structures anddimensions thatset forth inthe tax certificate upon which such tax deed issued,
of any principal buildings on the property may be corrected in an action brought in the circuit court in the
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samemanner as actions for theformation of instruments. Such75.19 Foreclosure of certificate. A county holding a tax
deedso corrected shall be valid as of the date of the first issueertificate,instead of taking a tax deed, may foreclose the ecertifi

History: 1987 a. 378 cateby action as in a case ofreortgage on real estate at any time

after2 years from the date of the certificate, except that when costs

75.16 Deed, by whom executed; form.  All deeds of lands incurredby any city or village for razing, removing and restora
givenunder s75.14shall be executed by the county clerk in théion of the siteto a dust-free and erosion-free condition are
nameof the state of \lgconsinand of the county as the grantorsgncludedin the amount due for taxes, the period of redemption
therein,and shall be substantially in the followiagother equiva  shallbe one year from the date of the certificate. The county may
lentform: in any case involving thaght of redemption or interest of any

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: minor or person adjudged mentally incompetent, after a tax deed

Whereas, ...treasurer of the county of ...., ldeposited in the hasbeen issued under this chapfereclose the right of redemp
office of the county clerk of the county of .in,the state of -  tion or interest of the minor or person adjudged mentally incompe
consin, a tax certificate of said countshereby it appears, as thet€nt. In such an action the minor or person adjudged mentally
factis, that the following described piece (or pieces) or parcel (BEOMpetentmust appear by guardian ad litem, and the general
parcels)of land lying and being situated in the county of ...., to wiluardian,if the persorhas one, shall be joined as a party defend
(Heredescribe théands) was (or were) included in the tax certifiant. All the laws and rules of practice relating to the foreclosure
cateissued to the county of .... on ... .... , .... (date), for the nenp&) mortgages, as to the persons necessary and proper to be made
mentof real propertytaxes, special assessments, speciabelsar parties,pleading evidence, the judgment of foreclosure and sale,
or special taxes, in the amount of .... dollars and .... centisein the right of thecountyto be subrogated to the benefits of all liens
whole, which sum was the amount assessed and due and ung@@fthe premises necessarily satisfied by the county in order to
on said tract (or several tracts) of land, and whereas it furttgve the lien of theertificate,the right of the defendants or any
appearsas the fact is, that the owner (or owners) or claimant (8f them to redeem the premises at any time before sale and costs
claimants)of said land has (or have) not redeemed from said c8d disbursements, including the necessary expenses for an
tificate the lands which were included as aforesaid, and said lafé@tracof title, shall, so far as they are applicable, prevail in such
continueto remain unredeemed, whereby said descriaeds actions. When costs are allowed to the coutity costs, exclusive

havebecome forfeited and the said county is entitteal convey ~Of disbursements, shall be discretionary with the court but shall
ancethereof: not exceed the amount of the certificates at issue in the action, and

costs when allowed shall be additional lien upon the prep
of NO\?:; tsg?ée;?(;fe’ I;nn%wthaell Sl:gtéhgégb?gﬁemscgrl%rtr?]ﬁyc%urtp}ftey described in the certificates. The defendant, rimagil cases

: ! . ' ithin the time limited by law for answering the complaint,-exe
law, have given and hereby dive, grant and convey the tract (OtW ! : oo
severaltracts) ofland above described, together with the hereditgUte and deliverto the county a quitclaim deed of the lands

. . ' ibedn the complaintconveying all the right, title and inter
mentsand appurtenances, to the seadinty of .... and its assigns, escr b ’ .
to their sole use and benefit forever estof the defendant at the time of the commencement of the suit

. or may within such time, either after having delivered the deed or
In testimony whereof, |, ..., the clerk of tbeunty of ...., have yithout delivery answer disclaiming any title to the landsjires
executedhis deed pursuant to and in virtue pf the authority in Mgy at the time of the commencement of the suit, in eithethath
vestedby the statutes of the state ofsébnsin, and for and on cases the county shall not recover costs againsiefepdantvho
behalfof said state and the court.... aforesaid, and have here g itclaimsor who shall establish the disclaimer at the trial. The
unto subscribed my name fafially and afixed the seal of the g3ein such actions shall be conducted, certificates neaue

said ...(name it), at .... in said county of ...., this .... day of ...., sfiled the report made and confirmed and a deed executed and

(vear) deliveredin the same manner and with g@ne déct as in actions
[L. S] for foreclosure of mortgages.
A. B. History: 1977 c. 83174, 203 272 1981 c. 3221987 a. 3781989 a. 347

(Here give dficial designation.) 75.195 Extended time for beginning tax foreclosure.
(1) In this section:
(@) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2

dwelling units and any land included with that building in the
History: 1975 c. 945.91 (8) 1987 a. 3781997 a. 2501999 a. 32 sa eentry on the tax roll.

Therecitation in a tax deed that a repealed procedure had been followed rendere “ . .
the deed void. The filing of a void tax deed does not prevent redemption under s.(b) “Dwelling unit” means atructure or that part of a structure

75.01. There is no authority for the retroactive amendment of a void tax deed. Theigsedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person or by
v. County of \érnon,221 Wis. 2d 731586 N.W2d 15(Ct. App. 1998)37-0959 5 o more persons maintaining a common household, to the exclu

. S sionof all others.
75.17 Transfer of contaminated land to a municipali . . . .
(1) In this section: pality (2) The council of any city authorized to proceed under s.

74.87may by ordinance direct its treasurededer the foreclosure
®) of tax certificates held by the city on dwellings. Tdreinance

L o o shalldesignate the period of time that the foreclosure oféatifi-

(b) "Municipality” means a cityvillage or town. cates shall be deferred after the period provided hy Tae defer

(2) If acounty does not take a tax deed for property that-is sull period may noexceed 2 years. The deferral shall apply to
jectto a tax certificate and that is contaminated thaaardous thosedelinquent taxes and assessments incuvteld the dwel
substance, within 2 years after the expiration of the redemptipg was owned and occupied by the person who owns and occu
periodthat is described under#s.14 (1)and specified in §.4.57 piesthe building at the beginning of the deferral period. If the
(2) (@) and(b) (intro.) the county shall take a tax deed for sucbwnerceases to occupy the dwelling during the deferral period,
propertyupon receiving a written request to do so from the munithe city treasurer shall foreclose the tax certificate on the dwelling
ipality in which the property is locatedThe county may then assoon as practicable. A cigdopting an ordinance under this
retainownership of the property df the county does not wish to sectionmay require the dwelling owner to submit proof that the
retainownership othe propertythe county shall transfer owrer owneris eligible for a deferral under this section.
ship of the property to the municipalityfor no consideration,  History: 1981 c. 3221987 a. 378

within 180 days after receiving the written request from the o = )
municipality. 75.20 Limitations on certificates and issue of deeds;

History: 1999 a. 9 life of tax certificate liens. (1) TAX CERTIFICATES;WHEN VOID.

Done in presence of

(a) “Hazardous substanckas the meaning given in202.01
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Tax certificates shall be void aftel ears followingDecember commencedvithin the time above limited aral final judgment
31 of the year in which such certificates were dated. shallnot be rendered in such action until after the expiratidneof

(2) COUNTY TREASURERTO CANCEL ALL OUTLAWED TAXES. No  time so limited, in such case an action may be commenced or
deedshall be issued or action commencedany tax certificate Claim presented on account of such certificate or deed within one
whatever after it shall have become void by virtu¢hefstatute yearatfter final judgment declaring the same void.
of limitations provided in this section. The interest in the land rep History: 1987 a. 378
resented by such certificate shall terminate upon the last date upon )
which a deed could have been issued thereon, or an action colRer® Lien of reassessed tax. (1) If the county board, on
havebeen commenced thereom# summons and complaint wagnaking an order directing the refunding of moneyaonounif
servedand filed prior to such dat&The county treasurer shall an the invalidity of anytax certificate or tax deed, shall be satisfied
cel all tax certificates which haueecome void by limitation and thatthe lands described such certificate or deed were justly-tax
shallmake an entrin the treasurés record of unredeemed prop ablefor such tax or some portion thereof, it shall fix the amount

erty subject to a tax certificate evidencing such cancellation. Of such tax justly chaeable thereon on each parcel thereof, and
(3) CERTIFICATION OF CANCELLATION TO LOCAL TREASURER directthe same to be assessed in the megessment of county

Whenevetthe county treasurer shall cancel a tax certificate Whif:"f‘?(es'w'th interest thereon at the same rate that would have

hasbecome void by virtue of arstatutes of limitation the county aPPliedhad the tax been collecteéfore the tax certificate was
treasurershall within 30 days thereafter in writing certiégch issued,or theland been redeemed from the time when such tax

asdue and payable to the end of the tax levy year in which such

cancellatiorto the proper town, city or village treasurer who sh jyasa .
makeentry thereofn his or her records. Such cancellation negqx will be placed on the tax roll as a reassessment; armbtmy
erk, in the clerks next apportionment of county taxes, shall

not be so certified itases where the county has settled in full with b p > ;
the town, city or village. chargethe same as a special tax to the town, city or village in

which such lands are situated, specifying the particular tract of
_(4) STAY BY INJUNCTION NOT PART OF LIMITATION. Whenthe | anq non which the same are to be assessed and the amount
issuingof a deed on a tax certificate or certificates or the-Corgy4rgeanldo each parcel and the year when the original tax was
mencemenof an action thereon shall be staysdnjunction, the  ssessedynd certify thesame to the clerk of the proper town, city
time of the continuance of such injunction shall not be a part of tg

time hereinab limited in thi " the lif@dé fif Fvillage; and the clerk receiving such certificate shall enter the
clthg eremnabove limited In this section as the liradax Cerlit g3 meon the tax roll accordinglyThe lien of any tax reassessed

N asprovided in this section shall attach to the land as of the date
History: 1975 c. 1981981 c. 39Gs.252, 1983 a. 1891987 a. 378 when such tax as originally levied becamkea and shall con
tinueand constitute the lien of any tax certificate issued upon such

75.22 Validity; immaterial errors.  If after the issuance af landsf h d Such i hall b . h
tax certificate or conveyance tioe county of any lands subject to/2ndsfor such reassessed tax. Such lien shall be superior to the
n of any tax certificate issued upon such land dated after the date

ataxcertificate and within the time hereinafter prescribed it shd he I f such d b . he d fth
be discovered that the certificate was invalid, the county boa? the lien of such reassessed tax but prior to the date of the-tax cer
ificate issued upon such land for such reassessed tax.

shallmake an ordebriefly stating the reason therefdirecting X .
thatthe certificate, as it applies to thefedted lands, or deed be  (2) Whenevetthe county board cancels a defective or void tax
canceled. But no certificateor conveyance shall be deemedertificateor tax deed and such lands cannot be justly taxed for the
invalid within the meaning of this section by reason of aiigtake itemin question, the county cleshall chage the respective town,
or irregularity in anyof the tax proceedings notfadting the City or village wherein such lands are situated in the cler&t
groundworkof the tax; nor shall any county be liable to pay cdPportionmenbf county taxes with the amount of the refund, if
refundany moneys by reason of any such mistake or irregularigﬂy, occasioned by thivalidity of such tax certificate or tax
History: 1987 a. 378 eed. That chage shallbe in the amount of the tax without inter
A defect in the groundwork of the tax mearegect or irregularity that necessarily est.
affectsthe principle of the tax and shows that it must be uajudtunequal or an ille History: 1987 a. 378
gality or irregularity that results in anequitable burden. In order for a county to y: )
arguethat it has the authority to set aside a tax deed under this section, it would be
requiredto show the property was inequitably taxed resulting in the property owrig6.26  Limitation. (1) (a) No action may be maintained by

ayingmore than its equitable share of the tax. Jackson Coubgpartment of Nat v
a4 RgesourceSZOOG o 06 203 \Wis, 2d 407 717 N Wad 713 0%582 the grantee or anyone claiming under the grantee to recover the
possessiolf any land or anjnterest in land which has been eon
75.23 Canceled deeds, certificates of county clerk. veyedby deed for the nonpayment of taxes unless one of the fol

Whenevetthe county boarghall order the cancellation of any taXowing conditions is met:
deed, the county clerk shall furnish to the owner of the lands 1. The action is brought within 3 years next after the date of
describedn such deed, upon requéserefor a certificate in writ  the execution of the deed.

ing, executed under theerk's hand and ditial seal, stating the 2. The land demanded ishen conveyed, vacant and unoccu
fact of such cancellation, the date thereof, description of the pied and remains so, unless the action is brought within 3 years
landsas to which such deed is canceled, the date of such deednig after the date of the recording of the deed.

dateof the issuance of the tax certificafgon which such deedis 3 The grantee or those claiming under the grantee have been

basedand the reason for such cancellation. Such certificate Mgy, a1, notonstructive, possession of the land demanded for

be recorded in the fite of the register of deeds of tikeunty ; ; ;
wherethe lands therein described are located, and semrd ?hzlﬂjcec:;swe years during the 5 years next after the recaitling

shallbe prima facie evidence of the facts therein statetlof the
cancellationof the tax deed thereimentioned as to the lands
thereindescribed.

(b) Notwithstanding pafa), if the former owner takes posses
sionof any land conveyed by deed for the nonpayment of taxes at

History: 1987 a. 378 anytime within the3 months after the expiration of 3 years from
the date of the_execution of the deed, the grantee in the_tax_deed
75.24 Limitation, claims under illegal deed or certifi - Or those claiming under the grantee may bring and maintain an

cate. Every action brought or claim presented against any couf§tionto recover possession of the land at any time within the 3
for the recovery ofiny sum of money on account of any defectivglonthsaﬁ:er the expiration of 3 years from the date of the execu
or void tax certificate or tax deed made or issbgdany such tion of the deed.

countyshall be commenced or presented dutfirediife of such tax (2) Tax peebvolpep. If the original owneror anyone claim
certificateson which such deed wéssued in accordance with theing under the original owngof lands that have been conveyed by
limitations as provided in 7/5.2Q and whenevean action relat deedfor the nonpaymertdf taxes, pays the taxes assessed against
ing to the validity of a tax certificate or tax desltbll have been thelands continuously for the 5 years after the execution of the tax
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deed,without actual notice of the existence of thedegd, the tax chargedor the service of a summons in a court of record apply to
deedis void. andgovern the amount that may be geat for the service gub

History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253 lication of the notice.

History: 1987 a. 3781991 a. 3161997 a. 253

75.27 Limitation on former owner . No action shall be
maintainedby the former owner or any person claiming under thé&5.285 Action; condition precedent. ~ No action orpro-
former owner to recover the possession of any land or any interegedingshall be maintained by the former owner or any person
thereinwhich shall have been conveyed by deed for the nenpa&jaiming under the former owngbased upon the invalidity of any
mentof taxes or to avoid such deed against any person claimiay certificate or tax deed due to the failure of the county treasurer
undersuch deed unless such action shall be brought withéa@ to give notice under s/4.59 unless there is deposited with the
nextafter the recording of such deed. Whenever any such act@erk of circuit court, at the time the action is commenced under
shallbe commenced upon any tax deed heretofore or herea$é#01.02 an amount of money equal to either the full amount of
issuedafter the expiration of 3 years from the date of the recordiay delinquent taxes currently outstanding against the pafcel
of such deed, such deed, if executed substantiatheiform pre  propertywhich is the subject of the action, plus interest and pen
scribedby law for the execution of tax deeds, shall be conclusi@dly under s74.47 or if the county has taken a tax deed, the full
evidenceof the existence and legality of all proceedings from ar&imountpayable under $/5.36 (3) (a)and(b). The deposited
including the assessment of the property for taxatiprto and fundsshall be held byhe clerk of circuit court and paid out as
including the execution of such deed. directedby the judgment in the action or proceeding.

History: 1991 a. 316 History: 1981 c. 3901987 a. 378

75.28 Application of all limitations. (1) The limitation for 75.29 Actions of ejectment, when barred. (1) Subject to
bringing actions under §5.27or any other limitation in favor of sub.(2), no action to quiet title, to remove a cloud on title; to-can
atax deed or a tax certificate, except in cafsactual possession Cel, to annul or to set aside any tax deed; of ejectmetegpass,
foundedon a tax deed or astherwise provided in this section,0f waste or for other injury to land shall be brought as to lands pur
doesnot apply in the following cases: portingto be conveyed by a tax deed voidtsrface after the expi

(a) If the taxes for the nonpayment of which the land wdationof 3 years from th_e time of the recording of the deed.
includedin atax certificate and the tax deed executed were paid (2) Thelimitation period under sulfl) does not applynless
prior to the inclusion of the land in the tax certificate. eachof the following occurs:

(b) If the land was redeemed as provided by law (&) The original owner or those claiming under the original
() If the land was exempt from taxation. ownerhave failed to pay or redeem alltb taxes levied on the

(d) If a single tax deed only has been issued and the origi{%ﬂderom the time of the levy of the tax fdre nonpayment of

ownerhas, before the issuance of the tax deed,aiiaxes levied taxlglgggie tax deed was issued to the time of the recording of the
against the land for the 3 years after the year for which the land wa?b TH in th deed h laimi der th
returneddelinquent and sold. ) The grantee in the tax deed or those claiming under the

. ranteen the tax deed have paid or redeemed all of the taxes lev
(2) (2) The tax deed grantee or the assigns of the tax d‘% on the lands for the 3 years after the recording of the tax deed.

granteemay at any time after the tax deed is issued and recordeyigiory: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253

servea notice on the owner of record of the original title, stating

thathe, she or they hold a tax deed on the lantleobriginal owner 75.30 Action by original owner if deed is void, when

andgiving a description of the land so deeded and a referenceyiired. No action may be brought by the original owner for the

the volume and page where the tax deed is recorded. The na#ée®veryof lands purporting to be conveyed for the nonpayment

shall be served in theame manner as a summons in a court ef taxes by a deed void on its face after the expiration of 5 years

recordor by registered mail, addresstedthe owner of record. from the date ofhe recording of the tax deed, if the grantee in the

Proofof service of the notice shall be filed in théaaf of theclerk tax deed has taken actual possession of the land within 2 years

of the county in which the lands are situated. afterthe recording of the tax deed and has actually and centinu
(b) If the post—dice address dhe owner of record of the orig ously maintained possession of the lands to thecétide 5—year

inal title is unknown, the tax deed grantee, or the assigns of the peexiodfrom the recording of the deed.

deedgrantee,may file in the dice of the county clerk of the History: 1997 a. 253

countyin which thelands are situated arfidfvit that he, she or . e . .

they are unable, with due diligence, to malersonal service of 7531 “Possession” defined. What shall constitute pos

the notice or to ascertain the postficé address of théormer ~S€Ssiorof lands within the meaning of $&.26to 75.30and the

owner. Upon filing theaffidavit, the tax deed grantee, or theextentof such possession shall be governed by the rules pre

assign=f the tax deed grantee, may publish the notice as a ciggdbedfor determining an adverse possessiom person claim

3 notice, under cl985, in the county where the land described ifd title founded upon a written instrument.

the tax deed is located. Prawfpublication of the notice shall be

filed in the ofice of the county clerk.

(3) (a) If the noticadescribedn sub.(2) is served and filed,
or if the notice is published and proof of publication is filed, 3
daysor more before the expiration of 3 years from the date 8?1
recordingthe tax deed, the limitation provided by'S.27applies.
If the notice is not so served and filed, or if the notice is not p
lishedand proof of publication is not filed, the limitation under Shi
75.27is extended until the expiration of 30 days after the day . :
which the notice is served and filed published and proof filed. mﬁgg@?ﬁg?ﬁfg_f&? ?5??37?1 fg;ggg 12;370 ?%egtent.

(b) In any action brought by the original owner to set aside a
tax deed after the service or publication and filing of the notic#.35 Sale of tax—deeded lands; purchase of adjacent
describedn sub.(2), the original ownelin casehe original owner lands. (1) DerINITION. In this section “tax—deeded lands”
prevails,shall as a condition of relief pay the tax deed claimant meanslands which have been acquired by a couhtpugh
the sum of $5 for each description and the costs of serving er pelnforcementof the collection of delinquent taxes by tdsed,
lishing the notice, in addition to all other costs and geanow foreclosureof tax certificate, deed in lieu of tax deed, action in rem
providedfor by law The provisions of law regulating costs andinders.75.5210r other means.

75.32 Taxation and sale of lands held by counties.  Real
propertyupon which the county holds a tax certificate shall con
inue liable to taxation, but when a tax deed shall be issued to the
unty such property shall thereafter be exempt from taxation
til the same is sold by tle®unty The county clerk shall annu

Illy, before February 1, furnish to the assessors of each town a list
the lands in such town exempt under this section. Nothing in
s section shall be so construed as to apply to lands owned by
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(2) POWEROFCOUNTY TO SELL TAX-DEEDEDLANDS. (@) Except 2. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, special
as provided in /5.69 any county shall have the power to sell andssessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against the
conveyits tax—deeded lands in such manner @poh such terms propertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usder
asthe county board may by ordinance or resolutietermine, 74.47previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county
including without restriction because of enumeration, sale by land 3. Any withdrawal tax and any withdrawal fee due under s.
contract,or by quitclaim or warranty deed with mortgage frony7.84(3) (b).
vendeeto secure any unpaid balance of the purchase price. Such, Any unpaid speciahssessments or special ge that
mortgagemay be foreclosed in theame manner as any otheqy e e not levied by the taxing jurisdiction purchasing the tax—

mortgage. The title to landsconveyed by land contract shall vl
remainin the county until fully paid for and in the eventdeffault Elzededand. The county shall pay any amounts rece '

in suchpayment the county may foreclose the land contract wi is subdivision to the taxing jurisdiction which levied the special
costsand reasonable attorney fees. When $amth contract runs sgss;;erﬁr special chae. Th

to a person or private corporatidhe lands therein conveyed shall _(3) PREFERENCETO FORMER OWNER TO REPURCHASE. The

be placed on the taroll and be subject to taxation the same &2Untyboard mayat its option, by ordinance provide that in the
thoughabsolute titlethereto was vested in the purchaser undgf/€of ;]aé(—IQeeded lands, Itlhe former fowner who Iosohctj:er title h
suchland contract. Such purchaser shall be liable to pay all ta %ug elinquent tax collection enforcement procedure, or his
againstsuch land and in the eventfafiure to make such paymentor er heirs, may be given such preference in the right to purchase

the county may pay the same and add the sum so paid to §H8hlands as such ordinance shall provide. Such ordinance may
amountdue on the land contract. providethat such sale be exempt from amall provisions of s.

(c) Any conveyance by land contract or deed or satisfactionéifg if the net proceeds from the sale to themer owner as

erminedunder s75.36 (3)will be sufiicient to pay all special
mortgageshall be executed by the county clerk under the dler| ssessmentand special cﬁlg)es towhich the propper)t/y is sﬁbject
handand the seal of the county '

) including interest imposed under7l.47, orif the county settles
(d) The county board may delegate its power to manage gadull with the taxing jurisdiction for special assessments, as

selltax-deeded lands to a committee constitaeslich person  definedin s.75.36 (1) to which the property is subject. Such erdi

neland in such manner and compensated at such rate as the Cf#ite shall not apply to tax-deeded lands which héeen

boardmay by ordinance determine, provided that the compeng@provedfor or dedicated to a public use by the county subse

tion and mileage of county boandembers serving on such com quentto its acquisition thereof.

mittee shall be limited and restricted as provided i6%13(2), (4) PURCHASE OF ADJACENT LANDS. A county may purchase

or the county board may delegate the power of acquisition, Mahds adjacent to tax—deeded lands in cases where the county
agementind sale of tax—deeded lands or any part of such pod\%

darddetermines that such purchase will improve the salability of
to such oficer and departmentsf the county as the county board, oy deeded lands wrill create access to streets or highways
may by ordinance determine. Such ordinance shall prescribe

p ) e Flands lacking such access.
policy to be followed in the acquisition, management saldof .
tax-deededand and shall prescribe generally the powers and (7) LIABILITY PRECLUDED. Absent fraud, no county is liable for
dutiesof such committee, tters, departments, employeasd actsor omissions associated with the sale of property under this
agents. The county board is authorized to engage licensed réﬁkﬁgtgr';j 1987 a. 27378 1989 & 1041993 a. 1841995 & 2012003 a. 228
eStatebrOker.s a.nd salespersons _tO assist in Selllng suchdaads _Cross—.reference: See s59.52 (6)for’power of co’unty to direct countferk to
pay a commission for such service and to advertise such sal@dinor contract for sale and conveyamtdand owned by countyhether acquired
suchmanner as it deems propéthe county board may appropri by tax deed or otherwise.
atesuch sums of money as may be necessary to carry out the pl}Ooin ordinance under sub. (3) allowed a mortgagor to reacquire foreclosed property

reeo

. . . f themortgage lien. Bank of CommercéWaukesha Count9 Ws. 2d 71!
sionsof this section. 279N.W.2d 23%(19’979)_ $ ?

(e) Any county actingeither by its board or by delegated
authority as provided in this section may sell and convey taxf5.36 County acquisition and sale of property .
deededands tathe former owner or owners thereof and such cofil) DerINITION.  In this section,‘special assessments” means
veyanceshall not operate to revive any tax certificate lien or anynpaidinstallments of special assessments which were levied on
otherlien whatsoever which was cuf @ind rendered void by the real property prior to the date that the county acquiredrélad
tax deed, foreclosure of tax certificate, deed in éuax deed, property by taking of a tax deed under this chaptéBpecial
actionin rem under s75.5210r other means byhich the county assessmentsincludes amounts delinquent when the property
acquiredtitle to such land, nor shall it revive the lien of any takecamesubjectto a tax certificate, installments which became
certificate or tax dated subsequently to the date on which tldelinquentduring thetime the property is subject to a tax certifi
countyacquired its title. The enactment istatute law of the pro cate and all installments payalaiger the date the county takes a
visionsof this paragraph shall not be deemed an expression-of lex deed under this chapter‘Special assessments” does not
islative intent that the prior common la@f this state was other includeunpaidamounts of special assessments deferred under s.

wisethan as herein provided. 66.0715(2), unless the taxingurisdiction has acted under s.
(f) If specialassessments, as defined i7%36 (1) levied on 66.0715(2) (b)
thetax—deeded land have not been settled in full undit.290r (2) ACQUISITION OF PROPERTYBY COUNTY, EFFECTON LIABILI -

otherwisepaid to the taxing jurisdiction th#tvied the special TiES. (a) If property is acquired by a county taking a tax deed
assessmenthe taxing jurisdiction may purchase tag—deeded underthis chapterthe county is not required to pay any special
land by notifying the county of its intent to do so at any time withinhargesor special assessments until the property is sold by the
oneyear after the period of redemption has expired but prior to theunty. In the case of lands designated as forest croplands er man
dateupon which the tax—deeded land is sold to another persondgyed forest lands, the county is not required to pay any taxes under
the county The amount for which the tax—deeded land may s 77.04 77.07or 77.87until the forest crop is cut. The lienk
purchasedahall be the sum of the following: thetax certificate and of all general property taxes, special assess
1. All expenses incurred by the county to obtain marketadieents,special chajesand special taxes levied against the prop
title to the propertyexcept that the time of county employees ar@fty shall mege in the county title.
officersmay not be included in those expenses. The county may(b) If the county did not settle for unpaid special assessments
establisha reasonable estimate of the average cost to obtain nwrspecial chayes under 74.29 the county treasurer shall notify
ketabletitle to property which it may use instead of determiningll taxing jurisdictions that the county hasquired the property
the actual costs for any parcel sold by the caunty underthis chapter Each taxing jurisdiction shall certify to the
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county treasurer the unpaid special assessments and spedeiathe county shall distribute the remaindettod sale proceeds
chargego which the property is subject. to that former owner

(c) If the countys fitle to the lands taken by tax deed ig HiSoty: 1987 8 8786120 122 1989 a. 1041997 a. 72224 1999 2. 156
adjudgedo be void, the county shall reinstate any canceled taxes T '
andany liens previously mged under pa(a). 75.365 Agreements as to delinquent taxes. (1) Coun-
~(2m) Norice;PRoceEDs. Upon acquisition of a tax deed undefgs may ENTER. Written agreements may be entenet and be
this chapter if sub(4) applies, the county treasurer shall notify thgperativebetween @ounty and any town, cityillage, metropoli
formerowner by registered mail or certified mail sent to the fortan sewerage district or area, drainatigtrict, or any other teri
merowners mailing address on the thitl, that the former owner tory, area or district for the benefit of which any taxes may be lev
may be entitledo a share of the proceeds of a future sale. If thed, therein, upon prior authorizati@nd approval thereof by the
formerowner does not request, in writing, payment within 60 daggverning bodies thereggrovidingfor the disposition of liabili
afterreceipt ofthat notice, the former owner forfeits all claim taies of the county to such municipality upon or arising out of the
thoseproceeds.If the former owner timely requests payment, theeturnto said county of delinquent taxes; the disposition otéax
countyshall send to the former owner the proceeds identified ificatesof which the county may be the holderowner; the lia
sub. (3) (c) minus any delinquent taxes, interest and penaltiggities of the county arising by virtue of its acquiring such tax cer
owedby the former owner to the county in regaaabther property ftificates,andthe disposition of such liabilities; the taking of tax

andminus the greater of the following amounts: deedsby the county; the liabilities of the county arising out of the
(a) Five hundred dollars plus 5086 the amount obtained by taking of such tax deeds and the disposition of such liabilities; the
subtracting$500 from the proceeds identified in s(@). (c). saleof the lands upon which such tax deeds aralsen, or both;

(b) The actual costs of the sale as specified unde(3)(a) andthe determination and dispositionasfy and all liabilities of
plus 2% of the sale price plus all amounts disbursed undeaub.the county in respect to any of the foregoing.
(b) and plus the amount of property taxes that would have beer(2) LIABILITY OF COUNTY LIMITED. Such agreements may
owedon the property for the year during which the sale occurghiclude provisions that the county upon acting pursuant to such
the county had not acquired the property agreemenand the provisions thereshall not be accountable or
(3) DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDSOFSALE. If a county sells prop liable for any amount greater than that realized by it upon the sale

erty that was acquired by taking of a tax deed under this chap@ySid lands to which it takes taeed thereunder or the amounts
the county treasurer shall do all of the following: setforth in said agreement, and that in acting pursuant to such

. reementhe county shall not incur &e subjected to any liabil

(a) Determine the net proceeds from the sale of the propejly 1, anyone except as therein set forth and that if such county
by subtracting from the sale price all of the following: . shouldby reason of acting thereunder incur or be subjected to any

1. The following costs, including personnel costs associatggher or different liability to pay or account in respect to such

with them: foreclosure costs, record-keeping costs, legal cogfglinquentaxes, then sudocal municipality will reimburse the
advertisingcosts and title insurance costs. A county establish  county for such excess liability and indemnify it against any loss
areasonable estimate of the average amstier this subdivision or damage that the county may sustain by reason of autiRg
incurredwith respect to property sold after the taking of a tax deggantto such agreement; provided, that the, ¢ityvn orvillage
which it may use instead of determining the actual costs for agjteringinto such agreement may make payment, settlement or
parcelsold by the county compromiseof special assessment bonds to preclude or relieve the

1m. The following actual costs, including personnel costountyfrom being subjected to liability thereon.
associatedvith them: maintenanceosts that are required for  (3) SaLe UNDER AGREEMENT. In the event of such agreement
compliancewith building codes or health orders, board—up coste county may sell any of the land to which it tak@sdeed pur
clean-upcosts, demolition costs and all other costs that are re@ant thereto, and that the title conveyed by the county upon such
sonableand necessary &ell the property except costs under subdaleshall be in fee simple and free and clear from all tax liens or

2. claimsarising out of delinquent special assessments, delinquent
2. The amount of real estate agent or broker fees paid for gtneraltaxes, orboth, except delinquent special assessments,
ling the property delinquentor unpaid generaaxes, or both, returned to the county

3. All amounts ofunpaid general property taxes, specigtftersuch sale by the countysuch agreememtay provide that
assessmentspecial chages and special taxes levied against tH8€ county maysell any land, to which it has taken tax deed there
propertysold, including interest and penalties imposed usderunder.at private or public sale. The county or the looahicipat
74.47previously paid to taxing jurisdictions by the county ity in which the land is situated may purchase $aicti when sold

(b) From the net proceeds of the safi¢he propertyas deter by the county pursuant tq such a_lgreement. .
minedunder par(a), first pay any withdrawal tax and withdrawal _(4) APPLICABILITY. This section shalbe controlling and
feedue under £7.84 (3) (byand then pay to taxing jurisdictions°Perativein respect to delinquetiaxes authorized by the proper
all special assessments and specialggrsato which the property 90Verning body to be imposed against lands, whether heretofore
is subject, including interest arahy penalties imposed under O hereafter returned delinquent, and the provisions hereof shalll
74.47, If the net proceeds are notftient to pay all outstanding P& @pplicable to such taxes, excéimat it does not repeal any of
amountsdue, the net proceeds shall be prorated to gadhg the Provisions of the general statutes ndeetfthe applicability
jurisdiction based upon the ratio that the amount of all Specfgﬁ_r?oft'olsgggatg;s not covered herein.
assessmentnd special chgesdue that taxing jurisdiction bears ™" &

to the amount oéll special assessments and speciabesdevied 75.37 Waste on land subjectto a tax certificate. (1) It

againstthe property sold, including interest and any penalti%a”be unlawful for any person or corporation to cut, destroy

imposedunder s74.47 Amounts payable under thparagraph o oueany logs, wood or timber or any buildings, fixtures and
shallbe paid to the taxing jurisdiction within 15 days after the la ?her impr)cl)vegr]néntsassessed as real il)ropertygfr’om any land

day of the month in which sale proceeds become available to Eludedin a taxcertificate for the nonpayment of taxes while

county. o _ suchtaxes remain unpaid; and if any person shall cut, destroy or
(c) Distribute any remaining net proceeds that are subjectrignovethe same from such lands during the time aforesaid the
sub.(4). countytreasurer of the county in which suleimds are situated
(4) HomesTeAD PROCEEDS. If the former owner had used theshall issue a warrant under the treaslgdrand and seal to the
propertysold as the former owrierhomestead at any time duringsheriff, giving therein a description of such lands, the amount of
the 5 years preceding the courstgcquisition of iinder this chap such taxes, with interest and clg@s thereon then remaining
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unpaidand the years for which the saare unpaid, commanding esttherein were not liable to taxation at the time tdpefor the
suchsherif forthwith to seize such logs, wood, timpbuildings, nonpaymenbf which the landvas included in a tax certificate and
fixtures and improvements, or materials salvaged therefronconveyedas specified in the complaint was levied; or that the tax
whereverthe same may be found and to sell the same offia suffor the nonpayment of which said lands purport to have been
cientamount thereof to satisfy such taxes, with the intexedt includedin a tax certificate was in fact paid before the land was
chargeghereon and the costs of such seizure and sale. includedin the certificate; or that the land was redeemegras

(2) The sherif shall receivesuch warrant and execute thevided by law; or that the deed, a copy of which is set forthén
sameas therein directed, as in case of levy and sale on executighinplaintwas never executed by théioér whosename is sub
and make return thereof with his or her doings thereothéo scribedthereto;or that the lands described in the complaint or
countytreasurer within 60 days after the receipthef same and some part thereof were improved, occupied or cultivated as

pay over all money collected thereon to such treasurer describedn s.75.12(1), and that no notice was served upon the
History: 1987 a. 378 defendanbor owner or occupanas required by §5.12 and no
. " otherdefense to such action shall be set up by any defendant or
75.375 Waste on lands subject to a tax certificate; pen - defendantsinless the defendant or defendants settinthe same

alty. Any person who shall willfullymaliciously or wantonly shall, at the time of filing the answeateposit with the clerk of the
injure, destroy or commit waste upon any lands, tenements, @urt in which such action is pending, for the use of the county as
anythingappertaining thereto which has been included in a taintiff in such action, the amount of aklinquent taxes, plus
certificatefor the nonpayment of taxes whieich taxes remain jnterestand penaltydue on the parcel or parcels of land as to
unpaidmay be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned not mojgich they defend, at the time the deed was issued, together with
than90 days or both. interest thereon at the rate of 8% per year from the date of the tax
History: 1987 a. 378 certificateupon which such deed was issued; and shall state in the
answerthe fact that sucteposit has been made, and the amount
thereof,and that such defendant is ready to pay such portion of the
catehas been issued unde4.57 or may authorize another per costs and disbursements in the action as shall be adjudged just and

sonto enter the real propertip determine the nature and extenfe@sonabléin case theounty shall elect to receive such deposit
of environmental pollution, as defined in299.01 (4) andrelease to said defendant or defendants the parpalroels

oy - ' of land on account of which such deposit is made; andefend
History: 1993 a. 4531995 a. 2271999 a. 15(. 286 Stats. 1999 s. 75.377. antor defendants making the deposit arfédforesaid maget
75.39 Action to bar former owner . A county as thegrantee up in their answer any other mattefr defense which will avoid
namedin any deed made by a county cleskich conveys lands suchdeed; but n@nswer merely alleging the defendartitle, or
subjectto a tax certificate which hamt been redeemed mayt denyingthe countys title to the lands describ&udsuch complaint,
any time within 3 years after thimte of such conveyance, comor any part or parcel thereof, or which merely alleges that the deed
mencean action againghe person or persons owning the land® the county is void shall be a cient answer; but every answer
describedn such conveyance at the time the lands were includglaiall state specifically the grounds on which the defendant or
in the tax certificate upon which such conveyance was madegdefendantsely for avoiding the deed of the county
any parcel thereof or interest therein, or against any person-or per(2) The defendantmay in all cases within the time limited by
sonsclaiming under such owner or owners, for the purpose of baiw for answering the complaint, execute and delioe¢he county
ring such former owner or owners and those claiming under thermuitclaimdeed of the lands described in the complaint, convey
of all right, title, interest or claim in such lands. ing all the right, title and interest of such defendant at the time of

History: 1987 a. 378 the commencement of the suit; oray within such time, either

. : afterhaving delivered such deed or without such deljvamgwer
75.40 Action, where and how brought.  Such action must ﬁk

’ o ; . isclaimingany title to the land in question at the time of the-com
be brought in the circuit court of the county in which the lands L .
someparcel ofthem, the title of which is sought to be barred byeencemenof the suitjn either of which cases the county shall not

suchaction, are situated. The counts, plant n such acton, ¢y e <%0 Bl SO S Sl r e e U
may include in its complaint all the lands describeduch con

hetrial of such action. In no case shall costs be taxed as a personal
veyance,or any separate parcel, or as many separate par ?%m against any defendant for attorney fees in excess of $25.
thereofas it sees fit. The county shall make defendants of all pér, istory: 1979 c. 105.60 (13) 1987 a. 378

sonswho were the former owners of the several parcels of land' ' B '

!ncluded_in the complqint or those claiming under them or c4aim75.43 Election to receive deposit; costs. The county
ing any interest therein. may, at any time within 20 days after receiving an answer showing
History: 1987 a. 378 thata deposit has been made by any defendant or defendants as

75.41 Complaint. The complaint in such action shall containProvidedin s.75.42 give notice to suctlefendant or defendants
adescription of all the lands the title to which is sought to be bariétit elects to receive such deposit and thaillt at a time speei

by such action; a statement that the county clditfesto such fied in such notice, apply to the cledk the circuit court, circuit
landsunder a deed made by the county clerk andpy of such judgeor a circuit court commissioner to adjust the costs and dis
deed;the name or names of the former owmeowners of the sev Pursementsvhich said defendant or defendants ought to pag
eraltracts of land described therein or the names of the pers§iaupon the paymerf the costs and disbursements so adjudged
claiming under such owner or owners, specifying frezsons thecounty will release to suditefendant or defendants all right,

claiming each separate parcel thereof; and the amount of al defiffe and claim which it has to the parcel or parcels of land
guenttaxes at the time the deed was issued. accountof which thedeposit is made by virtue of any deed made

History: 1987 a. 378 for the nonpaymertf taxes; and unless the costs are paid within
20 days aftethe same shall have been so adjusted the clerk of the

75.42 Defense, answer. (1) The defendants in such actioncourtshall, upon presentation af afidavit showing the nonpay
may answer severallyor such of them as are jointly interested imentthereof, enter judgmetiterefor in favor of the county and
any separate parcel or parcels of land described in the complaigainstthe defendant, which shall be enforced as otheney
may answer jointlyeither to the whole complaint or to any sepgudgments.
ratecause of action stated therein, that the adtiereon was not  History: 1987 a. 3782001 a. 61
commencedwithin the time limited by s75.39 that the lands
describedn such complaint or some partparts thereof to which 75.44 Release. On the payment of the costs by such defendant
the defendanbr defendants so answering claim title or some-inteor defendant®r the collection thereof the county shall execute a

75.377 Inspection of property subject to tax certifi
cate. A county may enter amgal property for which a tax certifi
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releasdo said defendant or defendants of all sught, title, inter  anaction broughby the former owner to recover possession of the
estor claim in said parcel or parcels of lands, duly acknowledgiftendsdescribed in such deed or any part thereof.
the same, andleliver it to the said defendant or defendants; andHistory: 1991 a. 316
thereuporsaid action shall be discontinued as to the said parcel or
parcelsof land so released. 75.521 Foreclosure of tax liens by action in rem.
History: 1987 a. 378 (1) DeriNniTions. Wherever used or referred to in this section,
unlessa different meaning clearly appears from the context:

75.45 Deed as evidence. In any actiormaintained under the (a) “County” means one of the countigithe state of \lgcon-
provisionsof this chapter the production of a deed, a copy g@fy,.
which is set forth in the complaint substantially in the form pre (b) “Tax lien” means the lien or interest evidenced by any tax
scribedby law or a certified copy of the record thereof, shal b('?ertificate uporwhich a tax deed may be applied for as provided
presumptiveevidence of arabsolute title in fee simple in the p y PP P

county,as the grantee therein named oragsigns in and to the by law.
land therein described. (c) “Treasurer” means the treasurer of a caunty

History: 1987 a. 378 (2) APPLICATION OF THIS SECTION. (&) Adoption of method.

) ) ) Notwithstandingthe provisions of any othereneral, special or

75.46 Trial; defendant’ s interest. All issues of fact and of |ocal law relating toforeclosure of tax certificates, taking of tax
law joined in any suclaction shall be tried by the court unless thgeedsupon tax certificatesand perfecting such tax deed title by
courtshall otherwise direct or unless a party to an isédi&ct in  harformerowner action or quiet title action, or conveyance from
any suchaction shall demand a trial by juiip which case such formerowners of any interest in said lands, gazerning body of
issuesshall be tried by juras other issues of fact; and on the trigdny countymay elect to enforce the collection of tax liens, the tak
of every such action every defendant shall be deemed to haygepof tax title in the namef such county to tax delinquent lands
redeemablénterest in all the lands described in the cosgm  gndthe perfectingf such tax title in the county in the cases where
plaintin respect to whiclany relief or judgment is sought againsihjs section applies by means of the methods provided for in this
suchdefendant, unless it be otherwise alleged therein. section. Suchelection shall be evidenced by an ordinance to such

History: 1987 a. 378 effectin substantially the following form:

75.47 Separate trials. The trial of any issuef fact or of law “ORDINANCE ELECTING TO PROCEED UNDER

in such action joined witany defendant or defendants claiming SECTION 75.521 \¢. Stats. IN RELAION TO
title to and defending as tmy separate parcel or parcels of landTHE ENFORCEMENT OF COLLECTION OFAX LIENS.
shallbe had separatend a separate judgment may be rendered The county board of supervisors of the county of .... do ordain
onsuch issue. asfollows:

Fromand after ....Hereinsert dates) the .... fere insert name
75.48 Effect of judgment. If a judgment shall be renderedof county) elects to adopt the provisions of section 75.924.
eitherfor want of an answer or upon the trial of an issue of law 8tats for the purposef enforcing tax liens in such county in the
fact in favor of the county and agairtbie defendants claiming caseswhere the procedure provided by such section is applica
suchlands or against a defendant or defendants claiming any sepa.”
rate parcel or parcels thereof, such judgment shall forever bar sucyyon the adoption of such ordinance, the provisions of this
defendantsnd all others claiming under them, after the filing ofectionshall be applicable to such county and the treasurer need
a noticeof the pendency of such action as provided by fedm ot thereafterproceed upon its tax certificates in cases witise

all right, title or interest in said lands or in such separate parcelQl tionis applicable in angf the other methods provided by ch.
parcelsthereof. 75or its charter provisions but may do so at the tredsugtion.

History: 1987 a. 378 - . .
o 2 (b) Rescission of election to operate under section 75.521.

75.49 Judgment for defendant. If in any such action judg ANy county after at least one year from the adoption of such ordi
mentbe rendered ifavor of any defendant claiming any parceRancemay rescind such election by an ordinance to sufebtef
or parcelsof said lands or interest therein, such judgment sh¥thich ordinance shall be adopted in the same manner as the origi
adjudgethat there be released to such defendant attahatys nalordinance. Upon the adoption of a rescinding ordinance, the
right, title or claim, at the time of the commencement of the actid@fovisionsof this section shall cease to be applicable to such
by virtue of any deed mader the nonpayment of taxes to the langounty.
or interest as to which such judgment is rendered, and that the€c) Saving clause. Neither the election to adopt&.521nor
defendantecover the defendaattosts and disbursements in thehe election to rescind the same shéfiéef anyaction or proceed
action;and the moneyf any, deposited by such defendant upoiing for foreclosure of the tax lien commenced prior to such elec
answeringshall be applied in payment of such costs, and the stion or rescission ansluch action or proceeding may be continued
plus of such deposit, if anwhall be paid to the county in the same manner as though such election or rescission had not
History: 1987 a. 378 beenmade.

e (d) Provisions of in rem method supersede. Whenever any
75.50 Unknown owners. If the county as plainifin such countyshall have adoptetthis section and is using the procedure

ggtrl](t):acsatnong;;:r;acgtrt;ln ;Vrr(];&ac:?g]nedpégggrrigg&tﬁ?]nffgiggegm ereinprovided, the provisions of this section shall, witkpect
P P e particulatax liens being collected, supersede the provisions

it may allege the fact in the complaint and they may be procee I : . -
; h / : general, special or lockws relating to the collection of tax
againstas nonresident defendants and shall be described in lierns by such county in conflict therewith, provided that nothing

proceedingss unknown owners. S S E h
History: containedin this subsection nor any use made of the procedure
y: 1987 a. 378 . . . X
providedin this section shall prevent the use of other procedures
75.52 Judgment a bar, when. No such action shall l®m providedfor in other sections of th&tatutes in the collection of

mencedby any persominder the provisions of this chapter aftePthertax liens at the option of the county treasurer

a judgment shall have been rendered against that persoryin ~ (3) COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGTO FORECLOSETAX LIEN.
action foundedon such tax deed commenced by that person @) Whenever any land has been included in a tax certificate, the
thoseunder whom that person claims for the recovery of the pdseasuremay file in the dice of the clerk of the circuit court of
sessiorof the lands described in such deed or any part thereof, tieg county one or more lists of parcels of propertjeafed by
aftera judgment shall have been rendered ag#tastperson in unpaidtax liensas shown on the tax certificates in the trea&urer
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office. The treasurer may file thist when any of the following thanthe foreclosing counthavingany right, title or interest in the
time periods elapses after the date of the tax certificate: land or in thetax liens or the proceeds thereof. Afidavit of the

1. One yearif razing,removing and restoration of the site tdreasurersetting forth the names of tiwners, mortgagees, the

adust-free and erosion—free conditiowsts incurred by any city stateof Wisconsin in the properase and municipalities for whom
or village are included in the amount due for taxes. apost-ofice address has been ascertained, giving the addresses

2. One yearif the tax certificate is held by any city authorize@dstating that notice was mailed, giving the date of mailing, and
to proceed under §4.87or by any county thatas a population statingthat no present post-fidfe address was ascertainable for
of 500.000 or more. the other owners and mortgagees, shall be filed and constitute full
4. Two years, if none of the conditions specifiedsubds. compliancewith this paragraph. .

(3m) EXTENDED TIME FORFORECLOSINGTAX LIENS. (@) In this

and?2. applies. SL{bsection'
(am) The parcels shall be numbered consecutively in the Iis 1. “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2

E{gﬁj‘gﬁm”d&ﬁﬁt’%efnhge ist shall be 'B@O‘gvpoizég%g':ﬁn‘ﬁ dwelling units and any land included with that building in the
""" sameentry on the tax roll.

(year)No. ....” and shall bear the following caption: . )
«STATE OF WISCONSIN 2. “Dwelling unit” means a structure or that part aftaicture
usedas a home, residence or sleeping place by one person or by

CIRCUIT COURT 2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exclu
.... COUNTY sion of all others.
In the matter of the foreclosure of tax liens under section 75.521(h) The common council of any ciguthorized to proceed
WisconsinStatutes by .... Countyist of Tax Liens for ... (year), unders.74.87may by ordinance direct its treasurer to defer the
Number....". The list shall contain as to each parcel, the followoreclosureof tax liens on dwellings. The ordinance shall desig
Ing: natethe period of time that the foreclosure of tax liens shall be

1. A brief description stitient to identify each parcel deferredafter the one—year period provided under $8p(a)1.
affectedby such tax lien. The description shall state the lot, bloeind2. The deferral period may not exceed 2 years. The deferral
andsection number of any parcel upon any tract, the plat or metpall apply to those delinquent taxasd assessments incurred
of which isrecordedand filed in the dice of the register of deeds while the dwelling was owned and occupied by the person who
of such county If the lands be unplatted an enginsenetes and ownsand occupies the building at the beginning of the deferral
boundsdescription shall be a didient description. period. If the owner ceases to occupy tiwelling during the

2. The name onames of the last owner or owners and morfi€ferralperiod, the city treasurshall foreclose the tax lien on the
gageeor mortgagees of the parcel as the ownership or mortg&jelling as soon as practicable. A city adoptingaadinance
interestappears of record in thefiok of the register of deeds of UNderthis subsection may require the dwellmgner to submit
the county in whichthe parcel is situated, and the state &fadh- proof that the owner is eligible for a deferral under this subsection.
sin if it has a determined but unpaid death tax lien, a filed, nonout (4) DUTY OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT. Eachclerk of the
lawedincome or franchise tax warrant or a judgment enterérgkin Circuit court with whom the list of tax liens is filed shall index it

judgmentand lien docketll in the county where the parcel is situ by year andist numbeyand alphabetically by the names of those
ated. setforth in the list, under sul§3) (am) 2, in a separate record kept

3. A statement of the amount of the principal sum of each g that purpose anthe clerk shall be entitled to a fee of $3 for
lien in the hands ofhe county treasuretogether with the date receiving,filing and indexing of each such list, in liefiany other

from which and the rate at which interest shall be computed {§Sto Which he or she might otherwise be entitled for those ser
saidprincipal sum. vices. The circuit court of the county in which the delinquent list

4. A petition to the court for judgment vesting title to each (Ilofrllled has jurisdiction of the proceeding authorized by this sec

saidparcels of landh the countyas of the date of entry of judg (5) RIGHTS OF PERSONSHAVING AN INTEREST IN PARCELS OF
r

mentand barring any and all claims whatsoever of the forme E includi .
owneror any person claiming through and under the former owrfé\D APFECTEDBY TAX'LIENS. EVETY PErson, Including any munic
sincethe date of filing the list of tax liens in thefioé of theclerk [Pal taxing districtother than the counthaving any right, title or
of the circuit court interestin, or lien upon, any parcel described in such sty

S . redeemsuch parcel by paying all of the sums mentioned in such

5. The names of all municipalities, otftean the foreclosing jigy of ta liens togethewith interest thereon and the reasonable
county,having any right, title or interest in the land or in the taX,q(sthat thecounty incurred to initiate the proceedings under
liens or in the proceeds thereof. 3 o sub.(3) plus the persos’share of the reasonable costs of publica

(b) Such list of tax liens shall be verified by thtdgvit of the  tion under sub(6), or such portion thereof as is due for the interest
countytreasurer and shall be postedtie treasures ofice. The thereinor part thereof owned by such persanich amount shall
flllng of such list Of tax liens in thefafe of the clerk of the Circuit pe determined by the county treasurer on app"ca’[ion, before the
court S_hal.l Consﬂtl..lte and haVe_the samfeafas the filing and expirationof the redemption period mentionedtfire notice pub
recordingin the ofice of the register of deeds sfich county of |ished pursuant to sul{), or may serve a verified answapon
aseparate and individual notice of the pendency of such procegf county treasurer of such counas provided in sul§7). The
ing as to each parcel described in such list, and likewise, net wigaptionof such answer shall contain a reference to the number or
standingany other provision of lawshall constitute the com numbersof the parcels concerned as shown by the treasuisr
mencemenbf a special proceeding by the county against eagichanswer must be served on saginty treasurer and filed in
parcelof real estate theretfescribed and have the samfe@fas  the office of the clerk of the circuit couwithin 30 days after the
the filing or recording of an individual and separate petition datementioned in the notice published pursuant to @)bas the
complaintby the county against each parceted| estate therein |astday for redemption. In the event of the failure to redeem or
describedto enforce the payment of the tax liens against sugfswerby any person having the right to redeem or answer within
property. the time hereinlimited, such person, and all persons claiming

(c) A copy of the petition and sauch of the list of tax liens underand through that person, from and after the date dflithg
as shall include the description of a particular parcel shall loé said list of tax liens with the clerk of the circuit court, shall be
mailedby registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, byreverbarred and forecloseaf all his or her right, title and inter
the county treasurer to the last-known postieefaddress of each estin and to the parcel described in such list of tax liens and a judg
owner and mortgagee of record, the stateWdi§consin in the mentin foreclosure may be taken as herein provided. Upon
instancespecified in pa(am) 2, and to each municipalitpther redemptionas permitted by this section, the person redeeming
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shallbe entitled to a certificate evidencing such redemption frodetail, the nature and amount of that persanterest and object

the county treasurer of such countiescribing the property in the ing to the proposed foreclosure upon one or more of the following
samemanner as it is described in such list of tax liens and the faebundsonly:

of such redemption shall be noted upon the tax rolls in fleeof 1 That the lands in which such person is interested, described
of the county treasurewho shall file a certified copy of suchin sych list of tax liens, were not liable to taxation, special assess
redemptioncertificate with the clerk of the circuit court and upofinent, special chaye or special tax at the time the tapecial
suchfiling, such clerk shall note the wof®edeemed” and the assessmenspecial chage or special tax for the nonpayment of
dateof such filing opposite the description of said parce$och \yhich the tax lien arises, was levied.

list of tax liens. Such notation shall operate to cancel the notice 2. That the tax, special assessment, speciajehaspecial

of pendency of proceeding with respect ta such parcel or such Wﬁ%for the nonpayment of which said tax lien arises, was in fact

tion thereof. The person so redeeming shall be entitled to add h : :
amountpaid in redemption to the faeenount of any lien which Ubefore the last day of the redemption period providekiilty

the person may have against said laadé to have interest thereon 3. That the tax lien is barred by the statute of limitations.
until paid. (b) No other defense to the petition of said county set forth in
(6) PUBLIC NOTICE OF IN REM PROCEEDING. Upon the f|||ng of SuphtaX ”St, shall be Set_up._ Such answer must be filed in the
suchlist in the ofice of the clerk of the circuitourt, the county Office of the clerk of the circuit court and served upon the county
treasureforthwith shall prepare a notice that such list of tax lierfseasureof such countyvithin 30 days after the date hereinabove
and petition has beeso filed and a copy thereof posted in th&nentionedas the last date for redemption.
office of said county treasurerThe treasurer shall cause such (8) DuTY OF THE COURTTO ENTERJUDGMENTIN DEFAULT CASES.
notice,together with the list of tax liens and petition, to be-pubn the event of the failure to redeem or answeaty person hav
lishedas a class 3 notice, under 885. Such notice shall be in ing theright to redeem or answer as hereinabove provided, such

substantiallythe following form: personand all persons claiming under and through peason,
NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDING from and after the date of the filing of the list of tax liens in the

IN REM TO FORECLOSE &X LIENS office of the clerk of the circuit court of the coungiall be forever
BY ... COUNTY barredand foreclosed of all right, title and interest and equity of

. . . . R, redemptionin and to the parcel described in suchdisthe tax
(Hereinsert list of tax liens and petition as filed irficé of  |iong and upon filing of an &tlavit of such defaulor failure of

clerk of the circuit court.) , o redemptionby the countytreasurer of such countshe court in

_ Take NoTice That all persons having efaimingto have any \hich such list of tax liens is filed, shall render final judgment
right, title or interest in or lien upon the reabperty described in orderingand adjudging that the county is vested with an estate
circuit court of .... countydated ...., and hereinabove set forth, aigxesand chages which are subsequent to the latest dated valid
herebynotified that the filing of such list déx liens in the dice  t3x |ien appearing on the list specified in s(8) (b) and to

of the clerk of the circuit court of .... county constitutes the-Corfacordedrestrictionsas provided by 5.14 (4)and all persons,
mencemenby said ... county of a special proceeding in the circyibth natural and artificial, including the state ofisbnsin,
courtfor .... county to foreclose the tax liens therein described Rytants,individuals adjudicated incompetent, absentees, and non
foreclosureproceeding in rem and thatnotice of the pendency yesjgents who may have hady right, title, interest, claim, lien or
of such proceeding against each piecgarcel of land therein gqyity of redemption in such lands, are forever barred and fore
describedvas filed in the dice of the clerk of the circuit couon  ¢|osedof such right, title, interest, claim, lien or equity of redemp
.... (insert date). Such proceeding is brought against the real priggh ~ such judgment shall be deemed to be basethe latest
datedvalid tax lien appearing on the list of tax liens. No personal
€fldgmentshall be entered agairesty person having or claiming
for such taxes, assessments or other legabebaor any part 14 hayeany right, title or interest in or lien upon said lands. Such
thereof. judgmentshall have the &fct of the issuance of a tax deed

TAke FURTHERNOTICE That all persons having or claiming togeedsand of judgment to bar former owneasd quiet title
haveany right, title or interest in dien upon the real property thereon.

describedn said list of tax liens are hereby notified that a certified (9) FiLNG oF AFFipAviT. Al affidavits of filing, publication

copy of such list of tax liens has been posted in tfie@bf the posting, mailing or other acts requirey this section, shall be

FnC;UIWetgttigenisutrgg:]a.i.ngl?;é?r:y ar;]d \év:IrI]Sree}?wdaaltré gﬁsetazdgor pIUbI' madeby the person performing such acts and shall be filttkin

frorrr)1 the datgof the first bl'?:aif:oﬁrof this notice) which date is office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county in which the

hereby fixed as thel Ias?l:ial folr rederr: tionl whi : propertysubject to such tax lien is situated and shall, together with
y Y ption. all other documents required in this section, filed in suibepf

TAKE FURTHERNOTICE That any person having or claimit® constitute and become part of the judgment roll in such foreclo
haveany right, title or interest in or lien upon any such parcel May{re proceeding.

on or before said ...irfsert redemption final date), redeem such

delinquenttax liens by paying to the county treasurer of .... coun
theamount of all such unpaid tax liens and in addition thereto,
interestandpenalties which have accrued on said unpaid tax lie
computedto and including the date of redemption, plus the re - ; A .
sonablecosts that the county incurreditstiate the proceedings | esame rules as it hears and determines civil actions, except as

plus the persorg share of the reasonable costs of publicatidf this section otherwisprovided. Upon such trial, proof that
undersub. (6). such tax, special assessment, special ghar special tax,

County togetherwith any interest or penalty which may have been due
waspaid, or that the property was not subject to tax, special assess
By ... ment,specialchage or special tax, or that such tax lien is barred
County Teasurer by the statute of limitations, shall constitute a complete defense.
(7) RIGHT OFPERSONHAVING AN INTERESTIN ORLIEN UPONPAR-  Wheneveran answer is interposed as herein provided, there shall
CELS DESCRIBEDIN LIST OF TAX LIENS, TO ANSWER PETITION. (a) bea severance of the proceeding as to any parcel or parcels of land
Everyperson having any right, title or interest in or lien upon arig which such answering defendant has any right, title or interest
parceldescribedn such list of tax liens, may serve a duly verifiedsalleged in his or her answend as to the other parcels in such
answerupon the countyreasurer for such countetting forth in  list, the proceeding shall proceed as provided in &)b.

nmsweris served upon the county treasurer withig period men
jonedin sub.(7), the court shall hear and determine the issues

% (10) CoNTESTEDISSUESAND TRIAL THEREOF. If a duly verified
Isedby the petition and answer in the same manneuader

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20985
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/75.521(3)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/75.14(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/75.521(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/75.521(8)

15 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database TAX SALES 75.54

(11) PREFERENCE OVER OTHER PROCEEDINGSAND ACTIONS. or if such person lost said propettyough fraud without fault on
Any proceeding brought pursuant to this section shall be givkis or her part, the coushall determine the fair market value of
preferenceover all other causes and actions not on trial and saidland or of said persasinterest therein as hereinabmet
suchproceeding shall be referred. forth. The fair market value shall not excaebd amount arrived

(12) PRESUMPTIONSOFVALIDITY; GUARDIAN AD LITEM. (a) The at by dividing the assessed valuation of such lands in the year in
countyneed not plead or prove the varissps, proceedings andwhich such judgment in rem was entered by the percentage ratio
noticesfor the assessment and levy of the taxes, assessment@f geal estate assessments prevaifiogthe taxing district in
otherlawful chages against the lands set forth in the list of tawhich the landswere located as set forth in the equalization for
liensand all such taxes, assessments or other lawfujehand Statetax purposes of the same yedihe courshall award judg
thelien thereof shall be presumed to be valid. A defendantallegentto suchplaintiff in such amount, together with reasonable
ing any jurisdictional defect or invalidity in the tax, speeiséess attorneyfees to be fixed bthe court, and the plairitis costs and
ment,special chaye or special tax, because of which said land weésbursementsf such action.The amount awarded the plaiftif
not liable to taxation, special assessment or other lawfubeharshallbe reduced by the total amount due, as of thead&tetry of
mustparticularly specify in the defendamtinswer such jurisdic suchjudgment, for all current taxes and upon all tax certificates
tional defect or invalidityand must dirmatively establish such heldby the county on such date that the court shall find were valid.
defense. Upon payment of the judgment the county may geavack as a

(b) This section shall apply to and be valid arfdetive with taxto any taxing Qistrict the amount whishch district receiyed
respecto all defendants even though one or more be infants, iniPm the county in payment of taxes and interest on said land
viduals adjudicated incompeteabsentees or nonresidents of theitherby distribution of proceeds of sale thereof by the coonty
stateof Wisconsin, provided that a guardian ad litem shall Broughother payment by theounty to the extent that it exceeds
appointedto serve for all persons known or unknown who haviée amount distributable to such district had the same lessu
or may have an interest in the lands described in any list and viti@nthe payment of the taxes and interest found by the court to
areor may be minorer individuals adjudicated incompetent abe properly payable at the time of tieatry of the judgment of
the date of filing such list. Such guardian ad litem nimy foreclosureand applied imeduction of the amount awarded to the
appointedby the court without notice, and the fee for the servicgdaintiff hereunder

of the guardian ad litem as fixed by the court shall be paid by thélistory: 1977 c. 1741979 c. 3489, 1983 a. 52192, 302, 538 1987 a. 27378
1989a. 330347, 1991 a. 39316 1993 a. 301490, 1995 a. 224225, 417, 1997 a.

county. 72,250, 1999 a’ 962005 a. 387
(13) JUDGMENT, CONTENTS. (@) Where, as to any parcel in the The countys failure tofully comply with the statute renders a foreclosure judg
list of tax liens, an answer has been |nterposed by a party and void. A judgment may not be valid as to one party but void as to antther
N keshaCounty v Young,106 Ws. 2d 244316 N.W2d 362(1982).
courtshall determm.e 'f‘ favor of SL.‘ICh party upon such ansthﬂgr Judgmentunder this section extinguishel rights, titles, and interests in fere
courtshall make a finglidgment divesting said parcel of the lieniosedproperty including a claim based on adverse possession. Published notice was
allegedto have accrued against same. sufficient. Leciejewski vSedlak116 Ws. 2d 629342 N.W2d 734(1984).

B ; herole of a guardian ad litem appointed under sub. (12) (b) is outlinadkésha
(b) In the event that the court shall determine that the |ssH§mtyv_ o o 21 Gaanht N Taotey (Ap[)).(1)995)94—0170

raisedby the answer of theefendant is without merit, a final judg A municipality may constitutionally retain the excess proceeds of a tax lien fore
mentto such dect shall be entered ordering and adjudging thabsureand sale if there has been noticdisight to meet due process requirements.
the county is vested with an estatefé@® simple absolute in such Due process does not require notices to state that should the tax lien be foreclosed and
landssubject, howeveto all unpaid taxes and clias whichare 51 her Laa N wod oot ane Toge). . ¢ Proceeds: RiteRoss207 Ws.
subsequento the latest dated tax lien appearing on the list speif the provisions of this section are not followed, the remedies of this section are
cified in sub.(3) (b) and to recordetkstrictions as provided by s. notavailable. A countg failure to fully comply with the statute renders the foreclo
75.14 and allpersons, both natural and artificial, including th§asa vass 175 oo gaps © o worth County2003 Wi App 30260 Ws. 2d 225
stateof Wisconsin, infants, individuals adjudicated incompetent, an income tax lien is extinguished by tax deed under 75.14 or by judgment under
absenteesind nonresidents who may have had any right, title5.521.62 Atty. Gen. 234.
interest,claim, lien or equityf redemption in such lands, are-for
everbarred and foreclosed of such right, title, interest, claim, Iie7r5.54_ Re_assessment of_taxes by ordgr of court. Q) In
or equity of redemption. Such judgment shall be deemed to &eactions inany court of this state in which either party seeks to
basedon the latest dated tax lien appearing on the list of tax lie@goid or set aside in whole or part any assessment, tax or tax pro
Suchjudgment shall have thefeét of the issuance of a tax deecceedingor reassessment, if the court is of the opinion, afterhold
or deeds and of judgment to bar former owners an it ing a hearing, that, for any reasofeafing the groundwork of the
deed d of judg t to bar f d gdiet h that, f feafing th dwork of th
thereon. taxand all of the property in any taxati_district, the assessment,
(14) JUDGMENT TO BE RECORDED. A certified copy of the judg t&xor taxproceeding shoulq be set a§|de, the court shall |mmed|
ment of the court in both default and contested cases shall &€y stay all proceedings in the action and in all other actions

recordedby the prevailing party in the fife of the register of affectingthe assessment, taktax proceeding in the taxation-dis

deedsof such county trict until areassessment of the property in th_e taxation d_|str|ct can
(14a) DAMAGES. Any person who was the owner of any right?€ made. The properfafers of the municipality constituting the

title or interesin land which was lost by judgment of foreclosurd@xationdistrict or in whichthe district is located shall reassess the

asprovided in this section may within 2 years from the date Bropertyin the taxation district in thenanner specified in the stat
entry of such judgment, in the cases hereinafter mentioned otH&#Sand levy upon the reassessed propteeyamount of taxes for
than fraud anavithin 6 years in the case of fraud, commence eyear in question. Aeassessmen‘g und_er _thls subsection shall
actionin the circuit court against the county to recover the fag€made by the assessor of the taxation district or by the person the
marketvalue of the persosiinterestherein at the date of entry ofcourtappoints, and the assessment roll shauinitted to and
saidjudgment of foreclosure in rem. If the court determines thagssedupon by the board of review in the manner and affter
suchpersons right, title and interest in said land was unjustly-foré@menotice as that which is given in the castheforiginal assess
closed and lost because said peisarerest in such lands was nofnent.

subjectto taxation, special assessment, specialgeharspecial (2) (a) Uponcompletion of the review by the board of review
tax at the time of the levy of the taassessment or clgay;, for non  undersub.(1), the clerk of the town, village or city which the
paymentof which said lands were foreclosed, or that in fact suchassessedistrict is situated shall extend upon the assessment roll
tax, special assessment, special ghar special tax was paid bythe taxes lawfully levied upon and apportioned to the property
saidowner or that the tax lien upon which the judgment of foredescribedn the tax roll for the year in question. The tax roll and
closurein rem was based was barred by the statulienditions, the tax extended on the tax roll under this section are a public
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recordand are prima facievidence in any legal proceeding of althe yearso that the valuations for each year of reassessments are
of the following: distinct from the valuations for other years enteogdn the tax
1. The amount ofax justly chageable against the party seekroll. All Of the pl’OViSiOﬂS Of th!S section apply to the making and
ing to set aside or avoid the origiressessment, tax or tax pro completion of, and to objections and further proceedings in
ceedingand the amount of tax upon all lands respecting which tfRSpectto, an assessment undeis subsection. An assessment
actionwas brought. underthis subsection shall be treated with respect to each year that
2. The amount of tax justly chgzable against every otherit PUrports to embrace as if it were a separate reassessment roll for

personand allother lands included in the tax roll for the year ifnatyear _ _

question. (59) Thevalue of property reassessed under this section shall
(b) The reassessment and tax roll as correatelér this sec be fixed, as nearly as possible, as of the day as of which the origi

tion shall be completed and filed with thierk of the taxation dis nal assessment was made, and the rules for determining the value

trict within 90 days fronthe date of entry of the order for reasses@f 1€ Property are those provided by law
mentunless the court upon motion and cause shown extends thé5") This section applies to all actions.
time. (6) In any action under this section in which teeidence

(3) (@) Upon completion and filing of the taall under sub. €nablesthe court to determine, with reasonable certaititg
(2), notice of the reassessment shall be givethe clerk of the amountof taxes that were justly ctigableagainst the lands
taxationdistrict to the clerk of the court in which the actiat  involvedin the action, the court, may proceed to judgment without
lengingthe tax is pending. The clerk of court shall give notice §fayingproceedings or ordering a reassessnigittinds that it
thereassessment to the attorneys for the parties to the actionigr@r the best interests afl parties to the action that it should do
to the attorneys in all other actions pending in which the validi®f-

of the original assessment may be involved. History: 1991 a. 3161997 a. 253 .
Whenan initial assessment was unchallenged but annual percentage increases

(b) If any party to an action seeking to set aside or avoid tierevoided,the “groundwork” of the tax was urieéted under sub. (1). Kaskin v
original assessment, tax or tax proceeding desires to contestﬂ??édft’f_ Rlev'e"¥91 Wj- tZd 2_7%582 N-V§2d G_fr?(Ct- /*7!113-7:9;79)- 74.39] or 75.54

i H 7 etrial court may determingxes unaer either s. . now . or o4,
V"?‘“d.'ty ofa reassessme.nt made under th_IS se(_:pon, that party Sbggrcialdetermination of taxes is not an unconstitutional “fevyontana vVillage
within 20 days after notice c_)f the cc_)mp_letmnd filing of the reas  of Fontana-on-Geneva Laki)7 Wis. 2d 226319 N.W2d 900(Ct. App. 1982).
sessmenand taxroll, file written objections to the reassessmenrfffirmed. 111 Wis. 2d 215330 N.w2d 211 (1983).
or tax roll with the clerk of the court where the action is pendinnghecourterred in ordering an area reassessment without holding a hearing under

X . b.(1). Hemker vHuggett,114 Wis. 2d 320338 N.W2d 335(Ct. App. 1983).
and serve a copy of those objections upon the attorneyhéor @) 9 0 (Ct. App )

opposingparty within 5 days after filing. 75.55 Application of section 75.54. Sectior75.54shall be

(c) Upon the filing and service of the written objections undeonstruedo permit the reassessment, by or urtderdirection or
par.(b), the court may dire¢hat the issue raised by the objectionauthority of any city of theproperty real and personal, therein,
be tried summarily by theourt, which shall make an order suswhich city, before and until the passage of these statutes, was
taining or overruling the objections. If thebjections are sus authorizedby law to make its owtax sales, tax certificates and
tained,the court shall do one of the following: tax deeds by its own properficers. And in and for and irespect

1. Hold the reassessment or tax roll to be invalid and ord@revery sucteity and the propertyeal and personal, therein the
subsequenteassessments of thax in the manner and form pro mayorand councilthereof, the assessors thereof, the city clerk
videdin this section. thereof,the board of equalizatiohereof, and the city treasurer

2. Determine and fix the amount of tax to be paid by the paffjereofshall, as to anguch city and the wards therein, respec
or parties contesting the original assessment, tax or tax proceifgly exercise all the powers and perform all the duties and pro

ing, and, for that purpose, the court may proceed to take any feedin the manner hereinbefore provided in respect to towns, vil
therevidence that is necessary to determine the tax. lagesand other citiesand exercise the powers and perform the

dutiesdevolved upon the boadd supervisors, upon the assessors,
(4) (a) If under sub(3) the reassessment and tak are held ;e toun cle?k, upon the boa?d of reviewpand uportdhe

by the court to be regular and valid or if slgiectionsto the reas treasurer,respectively for the reassessment of taxes and the
sessmentand tax roll are filed, the court shaflake an order collectionthereof
requiringthe party or parties contesting the original assessmen?, ’
tax or tax proceeding to pay into court, for the use and benefit 1 Actions related to t rtificat
the party entitled thereto, the amount that by the re<';1ssesﬂr|1&enﬂ;'6 ctions related to tax certificates,
pontestinq)arty or parties justipught to pay If the amount of tax
imposed upon the property of the contesting party by the reassggs, of jand in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of tae

mentl,or by thedsubhsequent dgtermingtion ﬁnd order OLthigoléréncelany tax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax cer
equalsor exceeds the amount imposed on the property by the olg a1 or tax deed, for any error or defect going to the validity of

inal assessment and tax roll, the party or parties contesting #1€ 3 ssessment, andfedting the groundwork of such tax, or on
validity of the assessment shall be adjudged to pay the costs o untof any void or defective special assessment, shall be com
suit. Otherwise, upon complyingith the order of the court, the e cedyithin one year from the date of issuance of the tax eertf
contestingparty or parties are entitled to judgment with costs. .ateunder s74.57, and not thereafterin every action brought to
(b) No judgment rendered in any action under this sectigataside anyuch inclusion of land in a tax certificate, or to cancel
affectsthe validity of any taxagainst any person other than the pagny tax certificate, or to restrain the issuing of any tax deed upon
tiesto the action or &cts property that is not described in theiny ground whatever not going to the validity of #ssessment
complaintin the action. andaffecting the groundwork of such tax, special assessment, spe
(5) A stay of proceedings and reassessment in accordanize chage or special tax, the plairftiff he or she showsimself
with sub.(1) shall be ordered in all cases in which a tax that has herself otherwise entitled to judgment, shall, beforeetiitey
beenreassessed by any courttywn or village board or common thereofwithin a reasonable time to be fixed by the court, pay into
councilfor one or more years is adjudged uncollectilsleoid for the court for the county or city authorized to act undef4s87
anyreason décting the groundwork of the tax sotasrequire a holdingthe tax certificate the amount for which such land is delin
reassessmeirt order to determine the amount properly due. If thguent,with interest on all such amounts at thee of 8% per year
reassessetdx has been levied in ifent years it is not necessaryfrom the times of payment until the money is paid into court; and
to makeseparate assessment rolls for each. y&he valuations in default of such payment within the time so fixed the defendant
for each year may be placed opposite the descripfithre prop  shall havejudgment in the action. This provision as to the-pay
erty on the assessment roll in columns headed thvétfigures of mentinto court to be made by the plaihshall apply to all actions

(1) ONE-YEAR
Y iMITATION. Every action enumerated in7%.57 1955 statsand
s.66.0731 and every action or proceeding to set aside any-inclu
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brought to cancel any tax deed, orémove the cloud upon any county,or attempted tde so conveyed, and sold by this state to
title created by any tax certificate or tax deed where the actiany person until all of the following haugeen paid into the trea
impeacheshe tax deed or tax certificate upon any groumdat  sury of the county where the lands are located:

evernot afecting thegroundwork of the tax for the nonpayment 1. Al taxes levied and assessed on the lands from the date of
of which such deed or tax certificate was issued. the sale of the lands by the state.

(2) TAX CERTIFICATESOF COUNTY,DISCOUNTON. Wheneverthe 5 a|l |egal chages for assessing and collecting the taxes
countyholds tax certificates upon real estate and the owner of sgithcribedn subd. 1, and interest thereon at the rageper year
realestate omny person, firm, association, corporation or limitegtom the January 15 in each year during which the lands were
liability company holdinga valid lien thereon shall claim the 3ssessed;ommencinguith the January following the first assess
assessmerntf said reakstate to be greater than the value that cagentafter the sale.
ordinarily be obtainedherefor at private sale, the respective town . : :
board,village board or city council where said real estasgtis d3§ tﬁgtds\lg]r%uirx tgi)éesv\:ﬁg'r?dt#g oggg;rr:tuggﬁ\(ljeaggmg: the
atedmay takeproof under oath of the value of said real estate a emptecto be conv%yedb the state, together with in%lerest on

makea finding thereon. Upon the filing of sdidding with the A ! - .
county treasurerthe treasurer shall accept frasaid owner or th%sdegellnquent taxeat the rate and in the manner described in

lienholderthe properproportional tax on said real estate base .
uponthe value so found, together with the propergimras in the  (b) All money paid intca county treasury under péa) shall
caseof redemption of tax certificates, shall cancel said tax certiff€ retained in the treasury pending the conclusion of the action
cateas it relates to that real estate, and shall give to said ownefi@pcribedn par (a) (intro.) The money shall beturned to the
lienholdera receipt for said tax. The tifence between the tax Party paying or depositing the money if the party fails to maintain
asreturned and the amount of such proportional tax, exclusivet@¢ action. If the action is maintainedn amount equal to the
chargesreceived by the county as a result of the compromise sigfinquenttaxes and interest described in. payshall be retained
be chaged to the town, village or cityhich returned the same anddy the county The remainder shall be paid ovettte person pur
may be included by the county as a special ghan the next tax Ehasnngthe lands from the state or that persdagalrepresenta

iv

levy against such town, city or village. €s.
History: 1979 c. 10; 1987 a. 3781993 a. 12, 1999 a. 15(.672 (2) If the titleto any such lands shall be adjudged to be in such
) ) . original owner or party claiming title through or under the original
75.62 Procedure in actions related to tax certificates. ownerthey shall be deemed be and shall be subject to taxation

(1) ConpiTIONAL PAYMENT. Whenever any action or special pro guring thetime the same were held by the state in like manner as
ceedingis hereafter commenced to set aside any inclusion of |ari‘P|%hey had not been conveyed to or held by it, and the taxes for
in a tax certificate for the nonpayment of taxes, or to cancel aflychperiod shall be levied and assessed upon such lands and col
tax certificate, or to restrain the issuingaufy tax certificate or tax |gctedin like manner as other taxes upon real estate. In all such
deed or to setaside any tax, for any error or defect going to thectionsthe court shall enter an order requiring the pldititérein,
validity of the assessment andeating the groundwork of such yithin a reasonable time to Iiged in the orderto comply with

tax, within 20 days after the commencement of such action thgs section by payment of the taxes, gesrandnterest as pro
plaintiff in such action or special proceeding shall pay or causgjged herein, and in default of compliance therewith the court
be paid to the countytown, city or village oficer entitledto  gha| gismiss the action. Nothing heregontained shall be

receivethesame, the amount of taxes, interest andgeisalevied (%onstruedas amending or repealing/.26 75.270r 75.61
againstthe saidands involved in such action, as a condition of wistory: 1973c. 1891977 c. 2%.1646 (3) 1977 c. 2731979 c. 105.60 (13)

maintainingsaid action. 1991a. 3161997 a. 2532005 a. 253

(2) ReasseEsSSMENTPROCEEDING. If in said action or proceed o )
ing a reassessment is ordered, the court shall, upon the compleffp®4 No jurisdiction; issue of deed postponed;
of said reassessment made in the manner requirestalyte, deposit. (1) In all cases to set aside ainglusion of lands in a
determinethe amount which, according $aid reassessment, thelax certificate, orto cancel any tax certificate or to enjoin or
plaintiff ought justly to have paid upon the lands involved in sal@straintheissuing of a tax deed because the lands included in the
actionor special proceeding. certificatewere not liable to taxation or because the taxethen

(3) JupeMeNT. The plaintif in such actioror special proceed lands were paid prior to the inclusioim the tax certificate or
ing shallbe entitled to recover judgment for the amount, if gy Pecausehe lands have been redeemed accordifepidhe owner
plaintiff so paid in excess of the amount the court shall ﬁnalgj, or any person interested in, the lands covered by the lien of the

determinethe plaintif ought to have paid on the lands involvedertificate may at any timebefore final judgment is entered,
in said action or proceeding, with interest from the ddsuch depositwith the county clerk the amount for which the lands are

payment. delinquent, with interest from the date of the inclusion in the tax
(4) PAYMENT OF JUDGMENT. Payment of any judgment socertificateto the date of the deposit and penalty as provided under

recoveredy the plaintif, shall be made forthwith by the treasurer” 74.47 together with the legal ctges o_n it. . .

of any sucftounty town, city or village, upon presentation of a. (2) Theclerk or treasurer shall retain such deposit until the
certified copy thereof, without other or further ordefThe trea final determination of the action, and if the certificateasated
surershall preserve said copy of said judgment asréfeesures andset aside of the issuing of the deed is permanently restrained,
warrantfor suchpayment and shall require the satisfaction dhemoney deposited shall, at the time of entrjudyment or at
recordof said judgment upon the making of such payment. TR&Y later time, upon demand, be returned to the person depositing
amount of any judgment smaid by the county treasurer shall bdt. If final judgment is rendered in the actisustaining the valid
chargedo the proper town, city or village and may be included B qf_the inclusion of the land in a tax certificate, and c_>f_ the tax
the county as a special clygragainst such town, city or village if certificate,the court shall compute the interegbn the certificate

suchjudgment shall be the result of an errodefect caused by from the date of the deposit to the date of judgment and penalty
said town, city or village or fitial thereof. asprovided under s74.47and add it to the costs and disburse

History: 1987 a. 3781989 a. 561991 a. 316 mentstaxable in the action and to the amount of the deposit, and
shallenterjudgment against the plairftfbr the total amount, and
75.63 Ejectment asto public lands; conditions. (1) (a) notax deed may be issued upon the certificaless the plaintif
No action may be commenced, maintained or prosecuteddy offails to payto the clerk or treasurgor the use of the owner of the
behalfof the original owner or any person claiming title throug@ertificate, the amount of the judgment within 20 days after its
or under the original owner to recover possession of or in any Wandition, together with interest on it.
involving the title to any lands conveyed to this stateaby History: 1981 c. 1671987 a. 378
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75.67 Procedure in populous counties containing the latter shall consider such taxas paid and mark the tax roll
authorized city. (1) In counties having a population of 500,00@ccordingly,and furnish the county treasurer wittsi@mtement
or more containing a city authorized to proceed und@d 87 thereofupon a form provided by the countfhe city treasurer
whenevereither such countgr city acquires any property by taxshall return such records to the county treasurer with the-delin
deed or by quitclaim deed or by any other means, the issuancqueEntcounty taxroll, and shall receive credit therefor the same as
othertax certificates and the redemptiand cancellation thereof for delinquent taxes. The amount for which such credit is given
shallbe as provided by this section. shallbe included in the amount to be deatback to such city in

(2) All tax certificates issued upon such property by sugticceedingpportionment of county taxes.
county or city on the same day or subsequent to the date dffistory: 1985 a. 1351987 a. 27378
issuanceof the certificate upon which such deed was acquired .
andwhich certificates are owned by such county or city at the tim8-69 Sale of tax delinquent real estate. (1) Exceptas
of the acquisition of the propertghall be assigned to sucbunty ~ Providedin sub.(1m), no tax delinquent real estatequired by a
or city so owning such propertyDn any issuanaef tax certificate countymay be sold unless the sale and appraised value of such real
subsequento the acquisition of such property after the firsgstatehas first been advertised by publication of a class 3 notice,
Mondayof August inany yearsuch county or city so owning suchunderch.985. Any county may accept the bid most advantageous
land shall bethe exclusive recipient of the tax certificates. An;‘(o it but, at the firsattempt to sell the propertgvery bid less than
issuanceof a tax certificate in violation of these provisions shaffie appraised value of thgroperty shall be rejected. Any county
benull and void. Itis the duty of theity and the county treasureris authorized to sell for any amount any land previously advertised
to give the otheras the case may heitten notice of the acquisi for saleafter advertising the sale of such land by publication of a
tion of such property withir24 hours, Sundays and holidayslassl notice, undech.985 except that no property may be sold
excluded, after such tax deed or other conveyance has beh an amount that is less than the propergppraised value
acquired:and upon receipt of such notice it is the duty of such treidhlessthe county boardr a committee designated by the county
surer,as the case may be, to make entry of such notice upon #gardhas reviewednd approved such a sale and no property may
treasurer'secords. be sold for an amount that is less than the amoiittie highest

(3) (2) Whenever sucproperty has been so acquired, the Citgld unless the county board arcommittee designated by the
treasureshall notify the county clerk and the county treasumer COUNty board prepares a written statement, available for public
the county clerk shall notify the city treasuras the case may be,INSPectionthat explains the reasons for accepting a bid that is less
in writing thereof within 24 hours thereaft@undays and heli thanthe highest bid. In this subsection, “appraised vaioeans
daysexcluded. The county treasurer or the city treasurer upll§ value determined, at the discretion of the colagrd, by the
receiptof such notice shall forthwith chgethe amount, without countyboard,a committee designated by the county board, or a
interestor penalties, of all citycounty state and metropolitan Certified appraiseras defined in 158.01 (7)
seweragelistrict current and delinquent taxedf,unpaid insta# (1m) (a) Subsectioifl) does not apply to counties with a pop
mentsof special assessmermtsd other assessments, gearand ulation of 500,000 or more.
tax certificates which are liens upon the lamadwhich are held (b) Notwithstanding sub(1), any county may advertise the
by or due to such county or citgs the case may be, and uposaleof any or all of its real estate tHais been tax delinquent for
which the time limitations of s75.20have not expired, to a “tax at least 4 years by publishing a class 3 notice und@8&hindi-
deedin force” account, and such taxes, assessments and-cerditingin which municipality or municipalities and in which ward
catesshall thereby be considered as paid or redeemed and spiclvards the real estate is located and the place antbdéilieg
taxesshall bemarked paid or redeemed on the tax roll, as the cagstten bids but without listing specific parcels or appraised val
may be; thereafter the amounts thereof owned by or due to su@sfor the parcels, if the county makes readily available in the
countyshall be chayed back against such ciyd such amounts courthouse list of the parcels and the appraised vafueach par
thereofowned or held by or due to suclty shall be credited to cel.

suchcity in the next tax levy upon such city b_y the county (2) This section shall not apply to exchange of property under

(b) On or before October 1 of each yehe city treasurer and s.59.69 (8) to withdrawal and sale of county forest lands, nor to
the county treasurer shall respectively furnish ¢iieer with an  the sale or exchange of lands to or between municipalities or to the
itemizedstatemenof the amounts so clged by the treasureas  state.

the case may be, to the cigydr countys “tax deed in force” (3) Thissection shalapply to all tax delinquent lands regard
accountas aresult of tax deeds taken by the city or coulitye |os50f the date of acquisition by the county

countyclerk shall include an itemized statement of saictounts 4) No tax deli ¢ | estat b d b

in the apportionment filed by the clerk. If any such tax deseltis c(i ) h'o ax de |nq|uen rea esfa € rr]nayl € SO ; dy ahcoulntyk
aside the citytreasurer and the county treasurer shall respectiv&ffderthis section unless notice of such sale is mailed to the cler

creditthe other with the amounts so ajed with respect to the © the municipality in which the real estate is located at least 3
deedset aside, and the amounts and entries by either treasurer Wf<SPrior to the time of the sale. Any county may sell tax delin
referencethereto, comprising said amounts shall be as though g]éentreal estate by open or closed bid.

« ; ” . ~History: 1983 a. 3441987 a. 3781995 a. 2012003 a. 123
chargehad been made to a “tax deed in force” account; and the ci ountiesmay not transfecounty owned mineral rights, acquired through nonpay

treasurernd the county treasureespectivelyshall, on or before mentof taxes to privatgersons without following the appraisal and public sale provi
Octoberl of each yealadvise the other of such credits due.  sionsof this section. 67 AttyGen. 236.

: ; ;+Whena county proceeds under sub. (1), it can accept a bid it considers, in good
(C) In the event that such property Is so acquwed by such Clg h, to be most advantageous to the county in view of the criteria in the bid notice.

while the county tax roll is in thpossession of its city treasurer 7o Atty. Gen. 1.
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