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CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.58 Spring primary ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.60 Spring election ballots.

5.01 Scope. 5.62 Partisan primary ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.64 General election ballots.
5.05  Government accountability board; powers and duties. 5.65  Special referendum ballots.
5.052  Government accountability candidate committee. 5.655  Consolidated ballots.
5.054  Duties of the legal counsel. 5.66  Number of ballots.
5.055  Election assistance commission standards board. 5.68  Cost of elections.
5.056  Matching program with secretary of transportation. 5.72  Correcting ballot errors.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal. SUBCHAPTER llI
5.061  Compliance with federal Help Americai Act. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
5.07 Action to compel compliance. 5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of systems.
5.08 Petition for enforcement. 5.77 Applicable procedures.
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. 5.78 Voting booths.
5.09 Certification of documents. 5.79 Instruction of electors.
5.10 Presidential electors. 5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.
5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. 5.82 Write—in ballots.
5.25 Polling places. 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5.35 Polling place requirements. T 5.84  Testing of equipment; requirements for programs and ballots.
5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities. 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.
5.37  Voting machine requirements. 5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.87 Tabulating votes.

SUBCHAPTER I 5.89 Official return.

BALLOT FORM 5.90 Recounts.
5.51 General provisions. 5.905 Software components.
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.
5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.92 Bond may be required.
5.54 Notice to electors. 5.93 Administration.
5.55 Information. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. 5.95 Elector information.

~ NOTE: 2005 Ws. Act 451, which made major revisions to the electiodaws,  dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, the
including to Chapter 5, contains an extensive fatory note explaining the

changes. choiceshall similarly be made by drawing lots.
(c) The candidates may all those tied for the samefiok are
SUBCHAPTERI presentgraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of any of
the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
GENERAL PROVISIONS personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner

(d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an equmal
5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHS.5 To 12. Except as berof votes are cast for and against adopttbe,question fails
otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefeét adoption.
to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pro (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply |n every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant

with some of their provisions. governor,each elector shall havesingle vote applicable to both
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of iegab
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagavernor shall be

~ (3) PLURALITY SHALLELECT. (a) Except as provided in p@), declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer
in every election to choosey oficer, each elector has one votefy,

for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The person :
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHeefshall be (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num

declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and & of \_/otes for governoand lieutenant gove_rndhe 2 house_s_of
tify. elegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal

(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéia, if no names lot one ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of

arecertified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declarégtesfor governor and lieutenant governor
elected. History: 1979 c. 891983 a. 4841985a. 3041997 a. 271999 a. 158.672 1999
. . a.182
(4) TIE VOTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the Samef Thesupreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory
receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner shatkeping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to e ef
be chosen by lot in the presence of the board of canvabsgysd to the will of the electors. LanserKoconis 62 Ws. 2d86 214 N.W2d 425(1974).
with the responsibilitgo determine the election, or in the case of When40% of registered voters were denied ballots in an election to remove a

; ; + ; countyseat, the election was set aside even though the outcome probably was not
an election for state or nationalfife or metropolitan sewerage ;e i weNally v. Tollander 100 Ws. 2d 490302 N.W2d 440(1981).
commissionerif the commissioner is elected undée200.09 (1) sub.(1) applies only after an election has been hatithe will of the people mani
(am), in the presencef the chairperson of the board or the chaiffested. City of Chippewa Falls.\fown Of Hallie,231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300

person’sdesignee. (Ct. App. 1999)99-0832 _ _
b) If i . 2 did . b Only substantialiolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election.
(b) I, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equa Bhrisonv. Oconto CountyBoard of Canvassergp01 WI App 20240 Ws. 2d 438

notthe greatest number of votes so that only one of those-camdgN.w.2d 19500-1788
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5.02 Definitions. In chs.5to 12, unless the context requiresif the individual establishabat he or she is enrolled as a student
otherwise: atthe university or college on the date that the card is presented.

(1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus (7) “Judge”means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a cir
which automatically examines and counts vasorded on bal cuit court.
lots or voting machines and tabulates the results. (8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court.

(le) "Ballot” means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelope (8m) “Labor organization” means any employeganization
on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheeinalvhich employees participate and which exists primarily for the
card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing informationpurposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer
relativeto offices, candidates and referenda which is placed, preoncerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditions
jected or composed on the boamat screen inside a voting of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profes
machine. sionalor occupational standards and the welfafrés members

(1g) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geograplg@iad families and any ganization established for the same-pur
area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collectionpegescomposed of individuals orfafates of any such employee
tabulation. organlzatlon.

(1s) “Board” means the government accountability board.  (9) “Local office” means any elective fafe other than a state

(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of the®r national ofice.

countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized rep (10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit
resentatives. lageclerk and the executive director of the city election commis

(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent anfion @nd their authorized representatives. Where applicable,
school board members. municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district.

(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to (11) "’V'”F“Cipa"tY" means city tovyn or ViIIage_. .
anational, state or local fie. (12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice

(4) “Election” means every public primary and election presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representative in

. S N ) congress.
(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is not ( Nl " o
L : : 12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a
dividedinto wgrds, gxc_:ept as othenlv.lse.p.rowded 8]].57 (1) () propername by which an individual is commonly known.
(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged

. - : - (12s) “Partisan primary” meansthe primary held the 2nd
with any duties re!atlng. to the conduct of an election. ) . Tuesdayin August to nominate candidates to be voted fohet
(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in whichyeneralelection.

votes are recorded on ballotgnd the votes are subsequently
countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. Tt]gt

;er:fﬂgﬂfﬁ;?ecéugfsé% (\:/t(r?(t)lrr‘]I?C Tnag::ge which votes are reCOrd6dunderwhose name candidateppear on a ballot at any election,
s ' ) ) . andall county congressional, legislative, locatd other diliated
(4s) “Federalelection” means any election at which a nationgommitteesauthorized to operatender the same name. For-pur

office appears on the ballot. posesof ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaign
(5) “General election” means the electioheld in even— committeeor a committee filing an oath underl4.06 (7)

numberedyears on the desday after the first Monday in Novem  (14) “Poll list" means the listvhich is compiled by election

berto elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in congregsicials on election day showing the names and addresses of elec
presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the -assgjfs who actually cast votes in an election.

bly, district attorneys, statefafers other thathe state superinten (15) «polling place” means the actual location wherein the

dentang JUdICIta| olﬁcers{: and county {iters other than superi gjacior’svote is cast.

sorsan“ coun y execu |:/es. . . (16) “Primary” means a primary election.
(6) “Governingbody” means the common council of a city

: : (16c) “Proof of identification” means identification that con
boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of avnlaget.ains the name ofthe individual to whom the document was

_(6m) “Identification” meansany of the following documents jssyedwhich name conforms to the individusaVoter registration
issuedto an individual: form, if the individual is required to register to vote, and that con

(@) Oneof the following documents that is unexpired or itainsa photograph of the individual, except as authorized in s.
expiredhas expired after the date of the most recent general ef843.14(3m) or 343.50 (49)

(13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-reg
eredunder s11.050rganized exclusively for political purposes

tion: . . (169g) “Qualified circulator” means a qualified electortbis
1. An operato’s license issued under @43 stateor any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a
2. An identification card issued undeiR43.50 residentof this state, would not be disqualified from voting under

3. An identification card issued by a U.S. uniformed servicé: 6.03 ] B B
4. A U.S. passport. (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party

(b) A certificate of U.S. naturalization that wiasued not ear \é\ér)]ich(gl;alifies for a separate ballot or column undés.62 (1)
o or (2).
g

lier than2 years before the date of an election at which it is p
sented.
(c) An unexpired driving receipt under343.11

(d) An unexpired identification card receipt issued under Broperlyregistered to vote.

343.50 p : o .
. e . . (19) “Specialelection” means any electioather than those

(e) An identification card issued by a federally recognizegagcripedn subs. (5), (18), (21) and (22) [sufs, (12s) (21) and
Indiantribe in this state. (22)], to fill vacancies or to conduct a referendum.

(f) An unexpired identification card issued by a university  NOTE: The correct cross-refeence is showrin brackets. Corrective legisla
collegein this state that is accredited, as defined 80 (1) (d) tion is pending.
thatcontains the date of issuance and signature of the individual(20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks
to whom it is issued and that contains an expiration date indicatlmgforethe special election except when the special election is held
thatthe card expires no later than 2 years after the date of issuantthe same day as the general electiorspiexial primary shall

(16s) “Referendum”means an election at which an advisory
validatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.

(17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare
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be held on the same day as the general primary or if the spegiaigns,subchlll of ch. 13 and subchlll of ch. 19 Pursuant to
electionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primangsuchresponsibility the board may:

shallbe held concurrently with the spring primary (b) In thedischage of its duties and after providing notice to
(20g) “Specialpurpose district” means any local governmerany party who is the subject of an investigation, subpaerh
tal unit other than a county or municipality bring beforeit any person and require the production of any

(20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held atRaperspooks, or other records relevant to an investigation- Not
specialelection which is not held concurrently with the election@ithstandings. 885.01 (4) the issuance of a subpoergjuires
describedn sub. (5), (18), (219r (22) [sub(5), (12s) (21) or actionby the board at a meeting of the board. A circuit coay

(22)). by order permit the inspection and copying of the accounts and the
NOTE: The correct cross—refeence is showrin brackets. Corrective legisla QGPOSItOY’Sﬂnd |Oa.n records at any financial |n3t|tUt|.0nd3.Bned
tion is pending. in s.705.01 (3) doing business in the state to obtain evidaice

(21) “Spring election” means the election held on the firsany violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probable
Tuesdayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipalfief causeto believe there is a violation and that such accounts and
cers,nonpartisan county fifers and sewerage commissionersecordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the-dis
andto express preferences for the persobeddhe presidential chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition of wit
candidatefor each party in a year in which electors for presidenessedo be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositions
and vice president are to be elected. in civil actions in circuit court.

(22) “Spring primary” meanshe nonpartisan primary held on  (c) Bring civil actions to require a forfeiture for any violation
the 3rd Tuesday in February to nominate nonpartisandidates of chs.5 to 12, subch.ll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 190r a
to be voted for at the spring election. licenserevocation for any violatiomf subch.lll of ch. 13for

(23) “Stateoffice” means the dices of governarlieutenant which_ theoffender is subqut toa revocation. .The b.oard may com
governor,secretary of state, state treasuaéiorney general, state promiseand settle any civil action or potential action brought or
superintendentjustice of the supreme courpurt of appeals authorizedo be brought by it which, in the opinion of the board,
judge,circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to theconstitutesa minor violation, a violation caused Iexcusable

assemblyand district attorney negl_ec_t,or which for othelgood cause shown, shoul_d not in the
(24) “Statesuperintendent” means thtate superintendent of Public interest be prosecuted under seblapter Notwithstand
public instruction. ing s.778.06 a civil action or proposed civil action authorized

(24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaatig b%nderthls paragraph may be settled for such sum as may be agreed

: : . tweenthe parties. Any settlement made by iloard shall be
lrgtachlnewhlch the elector uses to record his or her votes orra I ?such amount as to deprive the alleged violator of any benefit of

o fns - . . . . his or her wrongdoing and magontain a penal component to
(24r) “Voting machine” means a machine which servé@in seryeqas a deterrent tuture violations. In settling civil actions
of a voting booth and which mechanically or electronically,

roposed civil actions, the board shall treat comparable situa
recordsthe votes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttqﬂ#]) b b

X . . sin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlement
locatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votes,q4rc5 reasonable relationship to the severity of tfiense or

(24w) "Voting system” means: allegedoffense. Except as otherwise providegub.(2m) (c) 15.

(a) The total combination of mechanical, electromechanicand16. and ss5.08 5.081, and19.59 (8) forfeiture and license
or electronic equipment, including the software, hardware, anelocationactions brought by the board shall be brought in the cir
documentationrequired to program, contrognd support the cuit court for the county where the defendant resides, treif
equipmentthat isused to define ballots, to cast and count votedefendantis a nonresident ahis state, in circuit court for the
to report or display election results, and to maintain and produzintywherein the violation is alleged to occu¥or purposes of

any audit trail information. this paragraph, a person other than a natural person resides within
(b) The practiceand associated documentation for any of th@county if the persos’principal place of operation is located
following purposes: within that co_urr]wty V_\lk(lj(gn_((ejverI thﬁ board ente(ljmofa se_tt_llemelnt_
; ; i i reement with an individual who is accused of a civil violation
Comlbol—grl]?;ntlfy equipment components and versions of su_%rgchs.S_to 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19or who
2. To test the equipment during its development madhte is investigated by the board for a possible civil violation of one of
nance those provisions, the board shall reduce the agreement to writing,

I . togetherwith a statement of the boasdindings and reasons for
3. To maintain records of equipment errors and defects. enteringinto theagreement and shall retain the agreement and
4. To determine specific equipment changes to be made agigitementn its office for inspection.
theinitial qualification of the equipment. (d) Sue for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,
5. To make available any materials to an elector or other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropnate
(25) “Ward” means a town, village aity subdivision created enforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or election
for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate tikampaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is
division of such municipalities into electiatistricts of substan requiredin such actions. Actions shall be brought in circuit court
tially equal population numbers along common boundariéar the county where a violation occurs or may occur
observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoods (e) Delegateto its legal counsel the authority to intervene in
andother settlements. acivil action or proceeding under suB), issue an order under s.
History: 1971 c. 21,1971 c. 304s2, 29 (2) 1973 c. 280334, 1975 ¢. 931977 5,06 exempt a polling place from accessibility requirements

c. 107, 187, 394 1977 ¢. 42%s.3 10 14; 1977 ¢, 4491979 c. 3289, 221 1979 c. A ;
26088.1m, 731075, 1979 ¢. 31, 326 1981 ¢. 4391, 1983 &, 48435, 5¢, 124m  Unders.5.25 (4) (a) exempta municipality from the requirement
128 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 39ks.1 to1r, 66w, 1989 a3 t0 USe voting machines or an electronic voting system under s.
1091 a. 51993 a. 140184 1995 a. 16.2; 1995 a. 2&.9145 (1) 1995 a. 2191997 5 40 (5m i ; :

5,35 2001 2. 36100, 2005 & 2065 2005 8. 177455 2007 S 42000 &, 30011 -+0(5m), approve an electronic data recordgtem for main

a. 23 32, 45, 75, taining poll lists under $§.79, or authorize nonappointment of an

individual who is nominatedb serve as an electiorfiofal under
5.05 Government accountability board; powers and s.7.30 (4) (e) subject to such limitations as the board deems
duties. (1) GENERALAUTHORITY. The government accountabil appropriate.
ity board shall have the responsibility e administration of  (f) Promulgate rules under c227 applicable to aljurisdic-
chs.5 to 12, other laws relating to elections and election -cantionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws reg

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.02(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.02(12s)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.02(21)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.02(22)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/211
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/280
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/334
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/93
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/107
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/107
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/187
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/394
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427,%20s.%203
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427,%20s.%2014
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/449
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/89
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260,%20s.%201m
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260,%20s.%2073
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260,%20s.%2075
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/328
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%205c
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%20124m
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%20128
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/303
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%201m
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%20155
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391,%20s.%201
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391,%20s.%201r
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391,%20s.%2066w
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/5
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/140
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/184
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/16,%20s.%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/27,%20s.%209145
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/219
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/35
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/35
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/109
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/24
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/177
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/451
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/397
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/45
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/75
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/885.01(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/705.01(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2011
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/778.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(2m)(c)15.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(2m)(c)16.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.081
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.59(8)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(9)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.25(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.40(5m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.79
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(e)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20227

5.05 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & Updated 1-12Wis. Stats. Database 4
VOTING

ulating the conduct of elections or election campaignsnauring of the board if thdoardfinds that such action is legally apprepri
their proper administration. ate.

(1e) AcTionsBY THEBOARD. Any action bythe board requires 5. Each special investigator who is retainedhgyboard shall
the affirmative vote of at least 4 members. makeperiodic reports to the board, as directed by the board, but
(1m) LEGAL COUNSEL. The board shall employ outside thén no case may the interval for reporting exceed 30 days. If the
classifiedservice an individual to serve as legal counsel sifasl  boardauthorizes the administrator of the ethics accbuntability
performlegal and administrative functions for the board. division to investigate any matter without retaining a special
(2) AupiTinG. In addition tothe facial examination of reports Nvestigatorthe administrator shall make periodic reportsh®
andstatements required underls.21 (13) the board shall cen P02rd.as directed by the board, but in no case may the reporting
ductan audit of reports and statements whichragiired to be Ntérvalexceed 30 days. During the pendency of any investiga

filed with it to determine whether violations of chl have Uon, the board shall meet for the purpose of reviewing the-prog

occurred. The board may examine records relating to mattefg>SCf the investigatiorat least once every 90 days. The special
stigatoror the administrator shall report in person to the board

requiredto be treated in such reports and statements. The bdﬁtpﬁat meeting concerning the proareshe investioation.  If
shall make oficial note in the file of a candidate, committee 9 g the prog gation. 1,

groupor individual under chl1 of any erromr other discrepancy after receiving a report, the board does not vote to continue an

which the board discovers and shall inform the person submittfRyeStigationfor an additional period not exceeding 90 days, the
the report or statement, investigationis terminated at the end of the reporting interval. The

he board shall i . ol boardshall not expend more than $10,000 to finance the cost of
_(2m) EnrorcEMENT. (a) The board shall investigate viola o inyestigation before receiving report on the progress of the
tionsof laws administered by the board and may prosecute alle

i - y stigation and a recommendation to commit additional
civil violations of thosdaws, directly or through its agents undefagoyrces. The board may vote to terminada investigation at

this subsection, pursuant to all statutes granting or assigning haf ime_  If an investigatiofis terminated, any complaint from
authority or responsibility to the board. Prosecution of allegeghich the investigation arose is deemed to be dismissed by the
criminal violations investigated by the board may be brooght 51 Unless an investigation is terminated by the board, at the

asprovided in par(c) 11, 14, 15, and16.and s978.05 (1) conclusionof each investigation, the administrator shall present
(c) 2. a. Any person may file a complaint with the board allego the board one of the following:

ing a violation of chs5 to 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of a. A recommendation to make a finding that probable cause
ch. 19 If the board finds, by a preponderance of the evidénae, qistsio believe that one or more violations under s@btiave
acomplaint is frivolous, the board may order the complait@nt

; : urredor are occurring, together with a recommended course

forfeit not more th.an thg greater of $500 or the expenses '“CU%?‘iction.
by the division in !nvestlggtlng the cqmplamt. b. A recommendation for further investigatiofithe matter
e S e oo g 50 g . ol SFEer Wil fatssugporing it course o acton.

: . : - : c. A recommendation to terminate the investigation due to
springelection, or during the period commencing on the date of g . - Ve
the order of a special election undeB$50, and ending on the date I%clégf OSCUJL':‘;gét g:/li(sjeonccceuﬁ)h;ndlcate that a violation under subd.
of that election, against a candidate who files a declaration of cguh ) 9- ) .
didacyto have his or her name appeattomballot at that election. " t6' a. Ilftthe bogrd f'“%i‘;hﬁt there is prctl)bak_)le cause to believe

3. Any person to whom subchil of ch. 13or subchlll of ch. ata violation under subc. has occurred or is occurrintiie

19 may haveapplication may request the board to make an inv oardmay authorize the administrator of the ethics accbunta

tigation of his or her own conduct or of allegations made by ot 'nggm:ﬁeﬂ i?] é'lsdamﬁ%'éﬁggflﬁgt a:galunessttt?he eazgsgigga\r/]ffct)?rs e
personsas to hir her conduct. Such a request shall be made ' yreq P

> ; . | counsel to prosecute any action brought by the boaittie If
writing and shall set forth in detail the reasons therefor administratorrequests the assistance of special counsel with

4. Ifthe boardeviews a complaint and fails to find that thergespecto any matterthe administrator shall subnti the board

is a reasonable suspicion that a violation under s@bthas tnenames of 3 qualified individuals to serve as special counsel.
occurredor is occurring, théoard shall dismiss the complaint.The hoard may retaipne of the individuals to act as special coun

If the board believes that there is reasonable suspicion that-a vigld. The staffof the board shall provide assistance to the special

tion under subd2. has occurredr is occurring, the board may bycounselas may be required by the counsel to carry out his or her
resolutionauthorize the commencement of an investigation. Thesponsibilities.

resolutionshall specifically set forth any matter that is authorized

to be investigated. drassist in the investigation, the board may.
electto retain a special investigatolf the board elects to retain
a special investigatothe administrator of the ethics and acceun

ability division shall submit to the board the names of 3 qualifieq}, )01, if of the state by the boasdiégal counsel, who shall file
individuals to serve as a special investigatdfhe board may the contract in the dice of the secretargf state. The compensa

retainone or more of.the |nd|V|duaIs.' If the _board retaispecial _ tign shall be chayed to the appropriation under2€.455 (1) (b)
investigatorto investigate a complaint against a person who is'a

residentof this state, the board shall provide to the district attomney 7. No individual who is appointed or retainedthg board to

for the county in which the person residesopy of the complaint SErveas special counsel or as a special investigator is subject
andshall notify the districattorney that it has retained a specigtPProvalunder s20.930 o .
investigatorto investigate the complaint. For purposes of this sub 8. Upon employment of any individual to serve as special
division, a person other than a natural person resides withirff@unselor as a special investigator for theard, the administrator
county if the persorg principal place of operation is locatedf the ethics and accountability division shedirtify the maxi
within that county The board shall enter into a writteantract Mmumamount provided in themployment contract to the secre
with any individual who is retained as a special investigater sédry of administration, and direct the department of administration
ting forth the terms of the engagement. A special investigator wiggpay bills of the special counsel or special investigator related to
is retained by the board may request the board to issuepmena thatcase within the certified amount.

to a specific persomr to authorize the special investigator to 9. At the conclusion of its investigation, the board shall, in
requesta circuit court to issue a search warrant. The board mareliminary written findings of fact and conclusions based
grantthe request by approving a motion to th&tctfat a meeting thereonmake a determination of whether or not probable cause

b. The board shall enter into a written contraith any indi
ualwho is retained as special counsel setting forth the terms of
heengagement. Theontract shall set forth the compensation to
paid such counsel by the state. The contract shall be executed
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existsto believe that a violation under sul2dhas occurred or is by the board, or the district attorney fails to commence a prosecu
occurring. If the board determines that no probable cause exigts) of any civil or criminal violatiorrelated to any matter referred
it shall dismiss the complaint. Whenever the board dismisse® #he district attorney by the board within 60 days of the date of
complaintor a complaints deemed to be dismissed under subthe boards referral, the board may refer the matter to the attorney
5., the board shall immediately sewdtten notice of the dismissal general. The attorney general may then commence a ciilior
to the accused and to the party who made the complaint. inal prosecution relating to the matter

10. The board shall inform the accusadhis or her counsel 17. The board is not authorized to act under sabdor 16.
of exculpatory evidence in its possession. if a special prosecutor is appointed undéi78.045in lieu of the

11. If the board finds that there is probable cause to beliedistrict attorney specified in subdl.
that a violation under sub@. has occurred or is occurrinthe 18. Whenever the board refers a matter to special counsel or
boardmay in lieu of civil prosecution of any matter by the boardo a district attorney or to the attorney general under this subsec
refer the matter to the district attornfey the county in which the tion, the special counsel, district attorneyattorney general shall
alleged violatoresides, or if the alleged violator is a nonresidenteportto the board concerning any action taken regardinméte
to the district attorney for the county where thatter arises, or ter. The report shall be transmitted no later than 40 days after the
if par. (i) applies, to the attorney general or a spgmiasecutar dateof the referral. If the matter is not disposed of during that
For purposes of this subdivision, a person other than a natural gEriod, the special counsel, district attorney attorney general
sonresides within a county if the perssrincipal place obpera  shallfile a subsequent report at the end of each 30—-day period fol
tion is located within that county lowing the filing of the initial report until final disposition of the

12. The board mayby rule, prescribe categories of civilmatter.
offenseswhich the board will agree to compromise aswdtle (d) 1. No individual who serves as the legal counsel to the
without a formal investigation upon payment apecified boardor as a division administrator for the board may have been
amountsby the alleged déénder The board may authorize thea lobbyist, as defined in 43.62 (). No such individual may
administratorof the ethics and accountability division to comprohaveserved in a partisan state or locdlasf.
miseand settle such allegedf@fises in the name of the board if 2. No employeeof the board, while so employed, may
the alleged ofenses by an @&nder,in the aggregate, do notbecomea candidate, as defined inl4.01 (1) for a state or parti
involve payment of more than $1,000. sanlocal ofice. No individual who is retained by the boaed

13. If a special investigator or the administradbthe ethics serveas a special investigator or as special counsel wizle so
and accountability division, in the coursgf an investigation retainedbecome a candidate, as defined idls01 (1) for any
authorizedby the board, discovers evidence that a violation undgiateor local ofice. A filing officer shall decline to accept nomi
subd.2. that was not within thecope of the authorized investiga nationpapers oa declaration of candidacy from any individual
tion has occurred or is occurring, the special investigattiner who does not qualify to become a candidateler this paragraph.
administratormay present that evidence to the board. Iberd (e) No individual who serves as an employee of the board and
finds that there is a reasonable suspicion thatolation under no individual who is retained by the board to serve as a special
subd 2. that is not within the scope of the authorimegestigation  investigatoror a special counsel mawhile so employedr
hasoccurred or is occurring, the board may authorize the speciglained make a contribution, as definiers.11.01 (6) to a candi
investigatoror the administratoio investigate the alleged viela datefor state orocal ofice. No individual who serves as an
tion or may elect to authorize a separateestigation of the employeeof the board and no individual who is retained by the
allegedviolation as provided in subd. boardto serve as a special investigator or as special counsel, for

14. If a special investigator or the administrasbthe ethics 12 months prior to becoming so employed or retained, inaag
andaccountability division of the board, in the course of an invegadea contribution, asefined in s11.01 (6) to a candidate for
tigationauthorized by the board, discovers evidence of a potengighartisan state or localfade.
violation of a law that is not administered by the board arising (f) Pursuant to any investigatiauthorized under pdc), the
from or in relation to the ditial functions of the subject of the boardhas the power:
investigationor any matter that involves elections, ethics, o lob 1 1o require any person to submit in writing such reports and
bying regulationthe special investigator or the administrator maynswers to questions relevant to the proceedings as the board may
present that evidence to the board. The board may thereupon igfg&cribe such submission to be made within such pegnd
the matter to the appropriate district attorney specified in ddbd. yngeroath or otherwise as the board may determine.

15. Except as provided in sutit, if the board refers matter 2. To order testimony to be taken by deposition before any
to the district attorney specified in sulid.. for prosecution of a jndividual who is designated by the board and has the power to
potentialviolation under subd2. or 14. and the district attorney agministeroaths, and, in such instances, to compel testimony and

informsthe board that he or she declines to prosecute any allegiggloroduction of evidence in the same maraeauthorized by
civil or criminal violation relatetb any matter referred to the dis gyp_(1) (b).

trict attorney by the board, or the district attorney fails to-com
mencea prosecution of any civil or criminal violation related tq. - ;
any matter referred to the district attorney by the board within 2‘56 circumstances by the C ourts of this state.
daysof the date of the boasdteferral, the board may refgre 9 To request and obtain from the department of revenue cop
matterto the district attorney faanother prosecutorial unit that isi®S Of state income or franchise teaturns and access to other
contiguousto the prosecutorial unit of the district attorney to@PPropriateinformationunder s71.78 (4)regarding all persons
whomthe matter was originally referredf. there is more than one Who are the subject of such investigation.
suchprosecutorial unit, the chairperson of the board shall-deter (9) 1. Exceptas provided in suf&l. no action may be taken
minethe district attorney to whom the matter shall be referred By any complaint that is filed later than 3 years after a violation of
publicly drawing lots at a meetirgf the board. The district attor Subch.lll of ch. 13or subch.lll of ch. 19is alleged to have
ney may then commence a civil oriminal prosecution relating occurred.
to the matter 2. The period ofimitation under subdL. is tolled for a com

16. Except as provided in sutit?., if the board refers matter ~plaint alleging a violation o$.19.45 (13)or 19.59 (1) (bryor the
to a district attorney under subitb. for prosecution of gotential Period during which such a complaint may not be filed under par
violation under sub2. or14. and the district attorney informs the(c) 2. b.or s.19.59 (8) (cm)
boardthat he or she declines to prosecute any alleged cisiilror (h) If the defendant in an action for a civil violation of chs.
inal violation related to any matter referrediie district attorney to 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is a district attor

4. To pay witnesses the same fees and mileage as are paid in
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ney or a circuit judge or a candidate for either sudicef the 1. Any record of the action of the board authorizing the filing
actionshall be brought by the board. If the defendant in an actioha civil complaint under sul2m) (c) 6.
for a civil violation of chs5 to 12, subchlll of ch. 13 or subch. 2. Any record of the action of the board referring a matter to

Il of ch. 19is the attorney general or a candidate for thetef g3 district attorney or other prosecutor for investigation or prasecu
the board may appoint special counsel to bring suit on beffialftjgn.

the §tate. ) . . L 3. Any record containing a finding that a complaint does not
(i) If the defendant in an action for a criminal violation of chgajse a reasonable suspicion that a violation of the law has

5t012, subchlll of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is a district atter  occurred.

ney or a circuit judge or a candidate for either sudicef the 4. Any record containing a finding, following an investiga

actionshall be brought by the attorney general. If the defendapy, ‘tat no probable cause exists to beligaat a violation of the
in an action for a criminal violation a@hs.5 to 12, subchlll of law ,has oceurred.

ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19is the attorney general or a candidate (® 1. Except as authorized o required under stbdecords

for that ofice, the board may appoint a special prosecutor to Corbtainedin connection with a request for an advisory opinion

ductthe prosecution on behalf of the state. o . - .
P ssuedunder s5.05 (6a) other than summaries of advisory epin

(i) Any special counsel or prosecutor who is appointed Unggpg at do not disclose the identity of individuals requesfing such
par.(h) or (i) shall beindependent of the attorney general and needliionsor oganizationson whose behalf they are requested, are
notbe a state employee at the time of his or her appc_)mtment.not subject to the right of inspection and copying undaes3s

(2s) ETHICS AND ACCOUNTABILITY DIVISION. The ethics and (1), Except as authorized or required under s@hcthe board
accountabllltyleISIon haShe I’eSponSIblllty fOI’ adm|n|strat|0n Of shallmake suicient alterations in the summaries to preven,t dis

ch.11, subchlil of ch. 13 and subchill of ch. 19 closingthe identities of individuals or ganizations involved in
(2w) ELecTiONs Division.  The elections division hathe the opinions.
responsibilityfor the administration of chs.to 10 and12. 2. a. The board may make records under shiqaliblic with

(3g) CHier ELECTION OFFICER. The board shall designate arthe consent othe individual requesting the advisory opinion or
employeeof the board to serve as the chief electiditef of this the organization orgovernmental body on whose behalf it is

state. requested.
(4) EmpLoYEES. All employees ofhe board shall be nonparti b. A person who makes or purports to make public the sub
san. stanceof or anyportion of an advisory opinion requested by or on

(5e) BIENNIAL REPORT. The board shall include in its biennialbehalfof the person is deemed to have waived the confidentiality
reportunder s15.04 (1) (dthe names and duties of all individual®f the request for an advisory opinion and of any records obtained
employedby the board and a summary of its determinations and prepared by the board in connection with the request for an
advisoryopinions issued under sua). Except as authorized or advisoryopinion.
requiredunder sub(5s) (f) 2, the board shall maksuficient c. The board shall make public advisory opinions and records
alterationsin the summaries to prevent disclosing the identities obtainedin connection with requests for advisory opinions relat
individualsor oganizations involveth the decisions or opinions. ing to matters under the jurisdiction of the elections division.
Theboard may also include in its biennial report any information (ga) Apvisory opinioNs. Any individual, either personallyr
compiledunder s11.21 (7) The board shall make such furthegn pehalf of an ayanization or governmental badyay make a
reportson the matters within its jurisdiction and such recommeQyritten or electronic request of the board & advisory opinion
dationsfor further legislation as it deems desirable. regarding the propriety under clsto 12, subchlil of ch. 13 or

(5f) Apvice To BoARD. The jointcommittee on legislative subch.lll of ch. 190f any matter to which the person is or may
organizationshall be advisory to the board on all matters relatingecomea party; and any appointingficer, with the consent of a
to operation of the board. prospectiveappointee, may request of the board an advisory opin

(5s) AccessTo RECORDS. Records obtained or prepared byon regarding the propriety under cbso 12, subchlll of ch. 13
the board in connection with an investigation, including the futir subch.lil of ch. 190of any matter tavhich the prospective
text of any complaint received by the board, are not subject to tgpointeeis or may become party The board shall review a
right of inspection and copying underl€.35 (1) except apro-  requestor anadvisory opinion and may issue a formal written or
videdin pars.(d) and(e) and except that: electronicadvisory opinion to the person making the request.

(a) The board shall permit inspectiofirecords that are dis Exceptas authorized or required for opinions speciiiieslib(5s)

tributedor discussed in the course of a meeting or hearing by ffle2. the boards deliberations and actions upon such requests
boardin open session. shallbe in meetings not open to the public. No person acting in

(b) Investigatory records of the board may be made public§°df@ith upon an advisory opinion issued by the board is subject
the course of a prosecution initiated under & 12, subchlll to criminal or civil prosecution for so acting, if the material facts

areas stated in the opinion request Have legal force andfett,
of ch. 13 or subchlll of ch. 19 achadvisory opinion issued by the board must be suppbsted

(c) Theboard shall provide information from investigation ar:EpeCiﬁckagaj authority under a statute or other,lanby specific

hearingre_co_rd_s thapertains to the location of individuals and.zse or common law authority Each advisory opinioshall
assetsof individuals as requested under48.22 (2m)by the  jncjydea citation to each statute or other kad each case or com
departmendf children and families or by a county child support,qn jaw authority upon which the opinion is based, and shall spe
agencyunder s59.53 (5) . _ cifically articulate or explain which parts of the cited authority are

(d) If the board commences a civil prosecution of a person f@flevantto the board conclusiorand why they are relevant. The
analleged violation of ch$ to 12, subchlll of ch.13 or subch. boardmay authorize its legal counsel to issue an informal written
Il of ch. 19as theresult of an investigation, the person who is thgdvisoryopinion or to transmit an informal advisory opinion elec
subjectof the investigation may authorize the board to make-availonically on behalf of the board, subject to such limitations as the
ablefor inspectionand copying under 49.35 (1)records of the hoarddeems appropriate. Every informal advisory opinion shall
investigationpertaining to that person if the records are availabig: consistent with applicable formal advisory opinions iséyed
by law to thesubject person and the board shall then make thapg board. If the board disagreath an informal advisory opin

recordsavailable. ion that has been issued on behalf of the board, the board may
(e) The following records of the board are open to publigithdrawthe opinion or issue a revised advisory opinion and no
inspectionand copying under 49.35 (1) personacting after the date of the withdrawal or issuanchef

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(2m)(h)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(2m)(i)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2011
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2010
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/15.04(1)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(6a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(f)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/11.21(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.35(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(e)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/49.22(2m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/59.53(5)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.35(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.35(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(2m)(c)6.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(f)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(6a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.35(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/19.35(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(f)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(f)1.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2013
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/subch.%20III%20of%20ch.%2019
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(f)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.05(5s)(f)2.

7 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.05
VOTING

revisedadvisory opinion is exempted from prosecution under thég a central counting location, and absentee ballots offeéwt ef
subsectiorif the opinion upon which the perserction is based castingexcess votes for a singlefioé.

has been withdrawn or revised in relevant degré‘ﬂ(cept as (13) TOLL-FREE ELECTION INFORMATION AND REQUESTS. (a)
authorizedor required under suk{5s) (f) 2, no member or Theboard shall maintain one or more toll-fiteéephone lines for
employeeof the board may make public the identfithe individ  electorsto report possible votinfraud and voting rights viola

ual requesting a formal or informal advisory opinion or of individtions, to obtain general election information, and to acaefss-

uals or oganizations mentioned in the opinion. Any persomationconcerning theiregistration status, current polling place
receivinga formal or informal advisory opinion under this subsegocations, and other information relevant to voting in elections.
tion who disagrees with thepinion may request a public orpri () The hoard may maintain a free access system under which
vatehearing before the board to discuss the opinion. The bogfle|ector who votes under.96or 6.97 may ascertain current
shallgrant a request for a public or private headnger this SUd intormation concerning whether the electrvote has been

section. After hearing the mattethe board may reconsider itScoynted,and, if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it wil
opinionand may issue a revised opinion to the person. Prompily he counted.

uponissuance of each formal advisory opinion that is not open to

public access, the board shall publish a summary of the opin'\%i " e
) : ; > . ch a military electaras defined in €.34 (1) (a)or anoverseas
thatis consistent with applicable requirements under &) elector,as defined in $.34(1) (b), who casts an absentee ballot

(7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGSAND CONFERENCES. Theboard  may ascertain whether the ballot Haeen received by the appro
shallconduct regular information and training meetinggagiobus priatemunicipal clerk.
locationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other
electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be designed accessiblemeans of electronic communication which shzl
explainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to usedfor the following purposes:
promoteuniform procedureand to assure that clerks and other 1. To permit a military electc.)las defined in $.34(1) (a) o

officials are made aware of the integrity and importance of the ) ;
gnty b overseas electas defined in $.34 (1) (b) to request a voter

vote of each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relatiflg: ‘ -PE 2o
to election laws, practice and procedure. The board magehai® istrationapplication or an application for an absentee ballot at

personsattending the administrativeeetings and conferences2nY election at which the elector is qualified to vote in this state.
for its costs incurred in conducting theeetings and conferences 2. To permit amilitary elector or an overseas elector under
ata rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the bo&téPd. 1. to designate whether the elector wishes to receive the

(9) StanpING. The board has standing to commence or-intetPPlicationsunder subdl. electronically or by mail.
venein any civil action or proceedirfgr the purpose of enforcing 3. To permit a municipal clerk to transmit to a military elector
the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election campai@gin overseas electander subdl. a registration application or
or ensuring their proper administration. If the board delegate@sentedallot application electronically or by mail, as directed
authorityto its legal counsel under sufh) (e)to act in its stead, DY the elector under suba., together with related voting, baHot
the legal counsel has standing to commence or intervene in stigh and election information.
an action or proceeding. (14) INFORMATION FROM COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL CLERKS. The

(10) STATE ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PLAN. With the assist boardmay request information from county and municipal clerks
anceof the election administration council and approval of théelatingto election administration, performance of electronie vot
joint committee on finance as provided in this subsection, ¥ Systems and voting machines, and use of paper ballots-n elec
boardshall adopt and modify as necessary a state plamgets  tions.
the requirements of .B. 107-252to enableparticipation by this (15) ReGISTRATION LIST. The board is responsible ftne
statein federalfinancial assistance programs authorized unddesignand maintenancef the oficial registration list under s.
thatlaw. The board shall adopt the plan and any modificatiofis36 The board shall require all municipalities to tfse list in
only after publishing a class | notice under 885 or postingon  everyelection and may require any municipality to adhere te pro
theInternet a statement describing the proposed plan or medificeduresestablished by the board for proper maintenance of the
tion and receiving public comment thereon. After approfitde list.
proposedplan or any modificatiof the plan by the board, the History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 8593, 199, 1977 c. 291977 c. 196.131; 1977
boardshallsubmit the proposed plan or modifcation o the it 427447 079, 52, (11970 < Feles o2 o 27 s
committeeon finance for the approvalf the committee. The 3 35 265 266 327 2005 a. 1772007 a. 1ss.2 to 19, 94, 99, 100, 103 104, 107,
boardmay adopt the proposed plan or modification only if theo9 111 112 114, 116 127, 128 2007 a. 202009 a. 28180, 2011 a. 75

committeeapproves the proposed plan or modification. Cross-reference: See als@AB, Wis. adm. code. _ .
Notice to the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisite
(11) AIDS TO COUNTIESAND MUNICIPALITIES. From the appro  to a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) ()otice pursuant to sub. (3) is required only as
priationsunder s20.511 (1) (t) and(x), theboard may provide specifiedoy s. 1.60 (4) or 1.61 (2). State Elections BoarcHales;149 Ws. 2d 306
financial assistance to eligible counties and municipalities f@fON-W-2d 579(Ct. App. 1989).

. e X . . A party being investigated by the board is not entitled under sub. (1) (b) to attend
electionadministratiorcosts in accordance with the plan adopteghdparticipate in all depositions conductegithe board. Notice to the party being

undersub.(10). As a condition precedent to receipt of assistang®estigatedinder sub. (1) (b) is limited to the boardxercise of its subpoena power

; ; i does not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wish to
underthis subsection, the board shall enter into an agreement V@l e. State ex rel. Block \Circuit Court for Dane Countg000 WI App 72234 Wis.

the county or municipality receiving the assistance specifying thg1s3 610 N.w2d 213 00-0507
intendeduse of the assistane@d shall ensure compliance with Unlessotherwise stated ingpecific statute, criminal and civil forfeiture provisions

i e election, lobhyand ethics laws can be enforced by a district attorney indepen
theterms of the agreement_' Each agreement shall provnde th%gmlyof the board. A referral following @nvestigation by the board is not required.
the federal government objects to the use of any assistanee mOfistrict attorney may request prosecutorial or investigative assistanceteom

eysprovided to the county or municipality under the agreemenmttorneygeneral in connection with any duty of the district attorney under thase

il ; ere has been a referral to the district attorney by the board suigé2m) (c) 1.,
thec_ounty or mun|C|paI|ty shall repay the amount of the assstarﬁb’ or 15., the district attorney must retain ultimate supervisory authoritytioser
providedto the board. matterreferred unless a special prosecutor has been appirited of the district

1~ attorney OAG 10-08
(1.2) VOTER EDUCATIO.N' The board may .CondUCt or prescrlbé‘ Theboard and district attorneys possess jaimt co—equal authority to investigate
requirementdor educational programs to inform electors abobssibleviolations of the election, lobbgr ethics laws and to prosecute civil forfei

voting procedures, voting rights, and voting technologyhe tureactions undethose laws. Unless otherwise stated in a specific statutory provi

: ian, the district attorney possesses the authority to prosecute criminal proceedings
boardshall conduct an educational program for the purpose merthose laws. The board has no statugarthority to prosecute criminal proceed

educatingelectors who cast paper ballots, ballots that are couniggk under those laws except as stated in sub. (2mP@G 10-08

(c) The board shall maintain a freely accessible system under

(d) The board shall designate and maintain at least one freely
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Forthe attorney general to prosecutelations of the election, lobbgnd ethics  sworn complaint with the board requesting that tHeciaf be
lawsthere must be a specific statute authorizing the attorney general to independ . : ;
initiate the prosecution of civil and criminal actions involving violations of those Iav\?s%tau'red_to Conform_ hIS_ or her conduta the law be reStrf”“ned
unlessthere is a referral to the attorney general by the board under sub. (2m) (c)fiem taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to
or unless the attorney general or an assistant attorney general has been appoin&grpéctany action odecision inconsistent with the law or any

specialprosecutor to serve in lieu of the district attorn©AG 10-08 X . e .
pecialb oA abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by la¥he complaint

5.052 Government accountability candidate commit - shallset forth such facts as are within the knowleofgtne com

tee. (1) The governmenaccountability candidate committeePlainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of law
shallmeet whenever a vacancy occurs in the membershipof ©F abuse of discreti_on has occurred or wi_II occline complaint
boardthat requires a nomination to be submitted to the goverrfBaY be accompanied bgelevant supporting documents. The
unders.15.60 (2) boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner pre

(2) No person may be nominated by the committee unless §Jibedfor treatment of contested cases undeR2fif it believes
personreceives the unanimous approval of the committee.  Suchaction to be appropriate.

(3) Exceptas providedn sub.(4), the committee shall submit __(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub.
atleast the following number of nominations: (1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey corn
(a) To fill one vacancy2 nominations mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any decision,

action or failure to act on the part of any electioficdél with

(b) Tofill 2 vacancies, 3 nominations. respect to anynatter specified in sulf1) without first filing a

(c) To fill 3 vacancies, 5 nominations. complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaint
(d) To fill 4 vacancies, 6 nominations. by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed thfefboard fails
(e) To fill 5 vacancies, 7 nominations. to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint within

(4) If a nomineadies or withdraws, or if a nomination of the> business days from the date of its receipt or if the board con

governoris withdrawn by the governor or rejected by the senafdudesits investigation without a formal decision.
the committee shakubmit an additional nominee to the governor (3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly so
History: 2007 a. 1 asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may
a complaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candidates
5.054 Duties of the legal counsel.  The boards legal coun  or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the complain

selshall: antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse of
(1) Whenevera vacancyccurs on the board, call a meetingliscretionoccurred or was proposed to occur

of the government accountability candidate committee. (4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deter
(2) Assistthe government accountability candidate commitine whether any election figial, with respect to any matter con

teein the performance of its functions. cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualifi
History: 2007 a. 1 cations,including residence, ward division and numbering, recall,

) ) o ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of elections,
5.055 Election assistance commission  standards  hasfailed to comply withthe law or abused the discretion vested
board. The administrator of the elections division of the boargh him or her by law or proposes to do so.
shall,in consultation with the board, appoint an individual te rep (5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under suh), or upon its own
resentthis state as a member of the federal election assistanc ’

commissionstandards boardThe administrator shall also con 8ti0n,the board may order any electiofiicial to immediately
ductand supervise a process for the selection of an elecfien O%ansferto its possession any origirddcuments in the custody of

cial by county and municipal clerks and boards of election-co e official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant to

P ™ : ermitreview of compliance with the laws concerning nomina
missionersto represent local electionfafials of this state as a }@Qs,qualifications of candidates, ward division and numbering,

memberof the federal election assistance commission standa all or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such
board. The administrator shall ensure that the members of the fac prep P

eral election assistance commissi&tandards board representin ) o ]
this state shall at no time be members of the same political party(6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems appro
Upon appointment celectionof any new member of the federalPfiate,summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordequire
electionassistance commission standards board representing ¥ election oficial to conform his or her conduct to the Jaw
state,the administrator shall transmit a notice of thhtmbels  restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with the
appointmenbr election tahe oficer or agency designated by fed law or require an dicial to correctany action or decision incen

erallaw. sistentwith the law The board shall immediately transmitepy
History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 1 of the order to the &€ial. An order issued under thssibsection
is effective immediately or at such later time as may be specified
5.056 Matching program with secretary of trans - inthe order

portation. ~ The administrator of the elections division of the (7) The board may withdrawmodify or correct an order

boardshall enter into the agreemenith the secretary of trans jssuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action
portationspecified under £5.61 (1)to match personally identifi 5 pe appropriate.

ableinformation orthe oficial registration list maintained by the
boardunder s6.36 (1)with personally identifiable information
maintainedby the department of transportation.

History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 1

(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved by
anorder issued under suls) may appeal the decision of the board
to circuit court for the county where thdiofal conducts business
or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance of
5.06 Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec the order Pendency of an appeal does siaty the d&ct of an
tor of a jurisdiction or districserved by an election fafial ~orderunless the court so orders.
believesthat a decision or action of thefiofal or the failure of the ~ (9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with
official to act with respect to any matter concermogninations, respecto any findings of fact or factual matters upon which the
qualificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including resiboardhas made a determination, or could have made a determina
dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparatiotion if the parties had properly presented the disputed matters to
electionadministration or conduct @fections is contrary to law the board for its consideration. The court shall summarily hear
or the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by l@amddetermine all contesteslsues of law and shallfam, reverse
with respect to any such mattéhe elector may file aritten or modify the determination of the board, according due weight

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/oag/oag10-08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/15.60(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.052(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/85.61(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/6.36(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2007/1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/ch.%20227
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.06(6)

9 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.15
VOTING

to the experience, technical competence and specialized kngwtisdiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose rights
edgeof the board, pursuant tbe applicable standards for reviewunder42 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated.

of agency decisions under227.57 History: 1985 a. 312
10) Thi ion | m rs arising in conn L .
tior(l vel)th a ?e?:%%tnc; ugggfgfgfp y to matters arising in co ec5.09 Certification of documents. Whenever the board

History: 1983 a, 4841985 a. 183.57: 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192 authorizedor required to make a certification of any document in

The plaintiff's failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this se(!_he C_UStOdy of the board, and the authority to make the certifica
tion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plaftgibriginal action tion is lawfully delegated to the boasdlegal counsel, the legal
T T N0 b o gy annacrosse School Disticl 70 Ws. - counselmay personally or through an employee authorized by the

legal counsel, dfx his or her signature by means of a stamp,

5.061 Compliance with federal Help America V ote Act. machineimpressionreproduction print or similar process. This
(1) Wheneverany person believes that a violation @feTlll of ~ section does not apply to certificates of election.
P.L.107-252has occurred, is occurring, orgsoposed to occur ~ History: 1977 c. 4271985 a. 3042007 a. 1
with respect to an election for nationdiioé in this state, that per
sonmay file a written, verified complaint with the board.

(2) If the board receives motiean one complaint under sub.

5.10 Presidential electors. Although the names of the elec
torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to them,
! - . avote for the president and vice president named on the Isallot
(1) relatingto the same subject maitéite board may consolidate 5 gt for the electors of the candidates for whom an eleatote
the complaints for purposes of this section. ) is cast. Under ch&to 12, all references to the presidential elec

(3) A complainant under sufil) or any of the complainants tjon, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for president,

in a consolidated complaint under s().may request a hearing or for president and vice president, mean véteshem through
andthe matter shall then be treated as a contested case undeigly.pledged presidential electors.

227, exceptthat the board shall make a final determination with pisiory: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 510977 c. 261979 ¢. 89311
respecto the merits of the complaiand issue a decision within
89 days of the time that the complaint or gzeliestof any com 5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. Q) (@ 1.
plaintswas filed, unless the complainant, or each of any complatvery city, village, and town in this state shall by ordinance or res
antswhose complaints are consolidated, consents to a specifidution of its common council or village or town board, respec
longerperiod. tively, be divided into wards as provided in teection, except as
(4) If the board finds the complaint to be without merit, it shafiuthorizedin sub.(2). The boundaries of the wards established
issuea decision dismissing the complaint. If the board finds thelder this section, and the number assigneedoh ward, are
the violation alleged in the complaint hascurred, is occurring, intendedto be apermanent as possible, and to this end each ward
or is proposed to occuthe board shall order appropriate reliefshall when created contain a population at a convenient point
exceptthat the board shall not issue any order under this subseihin the applicable population range under £8p(b), with due
tion affecting the right of any person to hold an electivicefor ~ considerationfor the known trends of population increase or
affectingthe canvass of an election on or after the date of that elléecree(ljsemthm that part of the municipality in which the ward is
tion. ocated.
History: 2003 a. 265 2. Once established, the boundaries of each ward shall remain
. ) S unchangedintil a further decennial federal census of population
5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation ndicatesthat the population of a ward is then above or below the
of the laws regu!atlng the conduct of elections or election Caabp|icab|ep0pu|ation range, or until the ward boundaries are
paignsoccurs or is proposed to occtire attorney general or therequiredto be changed to permit creation of supervisory or alder
district attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is prenanicdistricts of substantially equal population or to enhance the
posedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamusarticipationof members of a racial danguage minority group
or prohibition, or other such legal or equitable relief as may Rethe political process and their ability to elect representatives of
appropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is  their choice, or until otherwise authorized or required under this
requiredin such actions. section.

History: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 s. 5.07985 a. 304 3. If the population of a wartlas increased above the maxi
5.08 Petition for enforcement. In addition to or in lieu of MUMOf its population range or if the population of a ward must
filing acomplaint, any elector may file a verified petition aIIegin@e decreased for a reason specifiedubd.2., the ward shall be

suchfacts as are within his or her knowledge to indicateahat i

ividedinto 2or more wards in compliance with syg) (b). If
electionofficial has failed or is failing to comply with any law reg thePOPulation of a ward has decreased below the minimum of its
ulating the conduct of elections or election campaigns or propo?

gpulation range or if the population of a ward must be increased
to act in a manner inconsistent with such a kvd requesting that 10" & reason specified in sulitl, the ward shall, if possible, be
anaction be commenced for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamg§mPinedwith an adjoining ward, or the underpopulated ward
or prohibition or other such legal equitable relief as may be 21done adjoining ward shall be combined and together subdi
appropriateto compel compliance with the laWhe petition shall Videdinto 2 or more wards in compliance with s(@).
befiled with thedistrict attorney for the county having jurisdiction (0) Except as authorized in siB) (a) within 60days after the
to prosecute the alleged failure to comply undé78.05 (1)and receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written state
(2). The district attorney may then commence the actiatisor ment,if any, from the countyooard of each county in which a
missthe petition. If the district attorney declines to act upon tiBunicipality is located, thegoverning body of the municipality
petition or if the district attorney fails to acipon the petition shalladjust its wards according to tsehedule shown in sufg).
within 15 days of the date of filing, the petitioner may fileshme Al territory contained within the municipalitand only the teri
petition with the attorney general, who may then commence tHy S0 contained, on April 1 of theear of the federal decennial

action. censusshall be contained within a ward established under the divi
History: 1983 a. 4842007 a. 1 sion ordinance or resolution. Except as authorized in &)b.
eachward shall consist of whole blockas utilized by the U.S.
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The bureauof the census in the most recent federal decennial census.

attorneygeneral shall accept a verified petitivam any person To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each ward
alleging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal votingshall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the com
rights act,42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general maynunity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other settle
commencean action or proceeding in any court of competemtents. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except for
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islandterritory as defined in sufR) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption soestablished, the population estimsitall be correlated with the

of a division ordinance or resolution requires tHeraftive vote results of the most recent federal decennial census, so that the total

of a majority of the members of the governing hody populationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees with
(c) The wards established by municipal governing bodies irif2e census results.

division ordinance or resolution enacted or adopted undesehis (d) Every municipality shalnake a good faith fefrt to accom

tion shall govern the adjustment of supervisory districts undernsodatethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties in

59.10(2) (a)and(3) (b) and of aldermanic districtsnder s62.08 which it is located under £9.10 (2)(a) or (3) (b) 1, and shall

(1) for the purpose of local elections beginning on January 1 of tigide itself into wards in such a manribat will permit the cre

2nd year commencing after the year of the census until revisatibn of county supervisory districts in accordance withgbpu

underthis section on the basis of the results of the next decentégion requirements for thplan specified in £9.10 (2) (a)pr (3)

censuf population unless adjusted under @b (f) 4., (6) (&) (b) 1.

or(7), or unless a division is required tdeet an act of the legisla () If territory is detached from a cityillage or town after

ture redistricting legislative districts undarticle IV, section 3, of April 1 of the year of the federdécennial census, and the remain

the constitutionor redistrictingcongressional districts. The pepu ing portion of the ward to which it was attached falls below the

lationsof wards under each decennial ward division shall be-detgfescribedminimum population for the applicable range, the

minedon the basis of the federal decennial census and eilof remainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward by
correctiongto the census issu@ah or before the date of adoptionjtself.
of the division ordinance or resolution to reflect the correct popu Anv citv. village or town may establish a ward below the
lations of the municipality and the blocks witttire municipality pre(;)cribeéﬂir%/i’mumgpopulatiorfor %/he applicable range when
onApril 1 of the year of the census. o , everthe proposed ward is establishewler par(a), (d) or (e) or

(d) Every ward shall bavholly contained within a Slngle wheneverthe proposed ward contains solely:

county. _ _ o 1. That part of a city or village situated irc@unty other than
(2) (a) Except as required by p@t), no cityelecting its COm  the county in which the major part of the municipality is located.
mon council at lage in which the total population is less than 2. That part of a cityvillage or town belonging to a school

1,000,andno village or town in which the total population is les§; s et ; d
than1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this secti a'?};;g}gg}gg ég?gntg: chool district to which the major part of the

but anysuch city village or town may divide itself into wards if 3. Island territ taini ident lati In thi
the creation of wards facilitates the administration of elections, , 2: 'S'and terriory containing gesident popuiation. in tnis

No village or town located in a county having only one town f&-Pdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded by
requiredto be divided into wards under this section water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terri

(b) Except for wards created tdexdt an act of the legislature tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major

redistricting legislative districts undarticle IV, section 3, of the part;f tISe munl_C|paI|tyr;[p r\]NEICh it belongs. f a citil
constitutionor redistricting congressional districts and except as ew territory which becomes a part of a citiflage or
authorizedunder pars(bm), (c), (e), and(f) and sub(7), wards OWN after April l of the year of the fedgral decennial census.
shall contain the following numbers of inhabitants: (9) Ifablockis dected by an annexation or detachment which
1. In any city in which the population is at least 150,000 eaftablishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, the

ward shall contaimot less than 1.000 nor more than 4.000 inhabfiunicipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporate
ants. ' ' only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries in

2. In any city in which the population is at least 39,000 but IetsbseIr division ordinances or resolutions.

than 150,000, each ward shall contain fests than 800 nor more __ (4) (&) Except as provided in p&e), the division ordinance
than3,200 inhabitants. or resolution shall number alards in the municipality with

uniguewhole numbers in consecutive ordeeginning with the
least10,000 but less than 39,000, each ward shall contain not Ig g;lb(?éggﬁbgh;'&%iiggﬁf;g? gggw%vgl%cggrsg?ggtV\\,'v?trﬁ’tﬁgd
than600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants. - h . .
o ' . . L conventionsset forth in s4.003 The ordinance or resolution shall

4. In any city village or town in which the population is lesgye accompanied by a list of the block numbers used by the U.S.
than10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor Mgfgeauof the census that are wholly or partly contained within
than1,000 inhabitants. _ eachward, with any block numbers partly containeithin a ward

(bm) Every city electing the members of its common coundientified, and a map of the municipality which illustrates the
from aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly or paevisedward boundaries. If the legislature, in an act redistricting
tially contained within the city into wards that will enable the creegislativedistricts undearticle IV, section 3, of the constitutipn
ation of aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepulgr in redistricting congressional districtsstablishes a district
tion. If a block is partly contained within the citye city shall boundarywithin a municipality thatdoes not coincide with the
divide the block to form a ward containing the portion of the b|0qkoundaryof a ward establishaghder the ordinance or resolution
thatlies within the city of the municipalitythe municipal governing body shall, tater

(c) If the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepulthan April 10 of the 2nd year following the year of the federal
tion for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such blodkcenniakensus on which the act is based, amendrtli@ance
shall be constituted a ward by itself, except th#iépopulation or resolution to the extent required téeet the act. The amended
of a block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder ordinanceor resolution shall designatiee polling place for any
manicdistricts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute amard that is created to fefct the legislativeact. Nothing in this
aldermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic distiricts paragraplshall be construed to compel a county or city to alter or
the city would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide thedrawsupervisory or aldermanic districts.
block to permit assembly into wards that will enable creation of (b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinance
aldermanicddistricts that are substantially equal in population. or resolution under this section or any amendment thereto, the

(cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalldesed municipalclerk shall transmit one copy of the ordinance or resolu
onthe best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidentieh or the amendment to the county clerk of each county in which
includes but is not limited to, the population of the block and othéhe municipality is contained, accompanied by the list and map
informationreceived from the U.S. bureau of the census and swggecifiedin par (a). If the population of the municipality exceeds
dataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicl®,000,the municipal clerk shall furnish one copy to the legisla
registrationsor a special census conducted localfpr each ward tive reference bureau at the same time. Each copy shall identify

3. In any city village or town in which the population is at
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the name of the municipality and the county or countieshich  pality into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit
it is located. courtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards

(c) Wards that are created efect an act of the legislature fails to comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted by
redistricting legislative districts orcongressional districts andthe petitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may
wardsauthorized under sut2) (bm), (c), (€), or (f) or (7) may be Promulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with.$5

numberedwith a combination of whole numbers and letters. asa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain fecf

(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meet!Ntil superseded by a wapian enacted or adopted by the govern

ing shall be held in a location authorized unde&g0s11 (3) (a) '”g_bOdY in compliance W'Fh S.13

(6) (a) Followingany municipality-wide special federal een History: 1985 2. 30459, 11, 12 2011 2. 39
susof population, the governing body of runicipality in which 5 55 pojling places. (1) Al elections under chs to12 shall
the special census was held mdy ordinance or resolution, pepelq at thepolling places provided in this section. The places
adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lagjustment may cross cposenshall be public buildings, unless the use of a public build
the boundary of a congressiorasemblyor supervisory district. jng for this purpose is impracticable or the use afoapublic
The municipal clerk shall transnuopiesof the ordinance or reso jjding better serves the needstioé electorate, as determined by
lution in compliance with sul{4) (b). the authority chaged with the responsibilitfor establishing poll

(b) No later than 30 days before eaéction, the governing ing places under sul?).
body of any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more (2 |n cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the
wardsfor voting purposes téecilitate using a common polling pjacesestablishedy the board of election commissioners. In all

place. Whenever wards are so combined, the original ward nughercities and invillages and towns, polling shall be at the places
bers shall continue to be utilized for afficial purposes. Except estaplishedy the governing body

as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality3) pyjing places shall be established for eatefetion at least
having a population of 35,000 or more shalll mainta@parate 5 days before the election

returr|1$tf_or efa |C h wt%rd 53?508(%[)'&%' In mu nlctl)pglltles havmgda (4) (a) Each polling placé shall be accesstblall individuals
populationof less than 35,000, the governing body may provide. \*/ \*% =¢ .

in the resolution thateturns shall be maintained only for eac ith disabilities. The board shall ensure that the voting system

; ; . lisedat each polling place will permit all individuals with disabili
groupof combined wardst any election. Whenever a governm%es to vote without theneed for assistance and with the same

body provides for common ballot boxes and ballots or votin egreeof privacy that isaccorded to nondisabled electors voting
machinesseparate returns shall be maintained for eagarate atthe same polling place. This paragraph does not apgigyto

ballot required under s5.62and5.64 at the partisan primary and ™ . *~ L = )
general electionThe municipal clerk shall transmit a copy of thd"dividual who is disqualified from voting under&.03 (1) (a)
resolutionto the county clerk of each county in which the munici _(b) In any jurisdictiorthat is subject to the requirement under
pality is contained. In municipalities having a population of leé USC 1973aa-1t0 provide voting materials in any language
than35,000, the resolution shall remain ifeef for eacrelection Otherthan English, the board shalhsure that the voting system
until modified or rescinded, or until a new division is made undéigedat each polling place that jurisdiction is in compliance with
this section. 42 USC 1973aa-1la

(7) If a new town is createaf if part of a town is annexed to, (d) No later than June 30 of each odd—numbered, year
acity or village during a decennial period after April 1 of the yedoardshall submit aeport on impediments to voting faced by
of the federal decennial census, the town board of any towngfderly and handicapped individuals to the approprsagsding
which territory is attached or from which territory is detacheOMmitteesdf the legislature under $3.172 (3) In preparing its
without regard to théime provisions of sulfl) (b), may by ordk reportunder this paragraph, the board shall consult with appropri
nance or resolution, create new wards or adjust the existing wattfs@dvocacy groups representing the elderly and handicapped
in that town to the extent required to reflect the change. If a murftOPulations. o .
ipality is consolidated with another municipality during a decen (5) (a) Except as authorized in pgb), all electors within a
nial period after April 1 of the year of the federal decennial censtiard shall vote at the same polling place.
the governing body of the consolidated municipaliyithout (b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of
regardto the time provisions under s(lh) (b), may by ordinance amunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped electsides
or resolution, create new wards adjust the existing wards of themay reassign the elector to a polling place within the municipality
municipality to the extent required to reflect the change. No waatherthan the polling place servirtige electdis residence in order
line adjustment under this subsectimay cross the boundary ofto permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessible to
acongressional, assempby supervisory district. The municipalelderly or handicapped individuals.

clerk shall transmit copies of the ordinance or resolutiaking (c) The electors of more than one ward in the same municipal
the adjustment in compliance with su#) (b). ity may vote at a single polling place.

(8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established History: 1975 c. 2751977 c. 4271979 c. 891983 a. 5321985 a. 304332 1987
wards. 2.391 1089 a. 1921999 a. 1822003 a. 2652011 a. 75

History: 1971 c. 304s.3105,29 (2) 1977 c. 26418 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981 . .
c.45s5.21010, 18, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192, 442 1983 a. 484s.8¢ 174 1983 5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On

a.538 1985 a. 304581010, 12,1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315 1993 a. 2131995  election days, every polling place shall properly display the

a.201 1999 a. 1822005 a. 149312 2011 a. 3975. : ;
City and county apportionment is discussed. ©ftyanesville vRock County natlonalﬂag dunng all hours the pOllS are open.

107Wis. 2d 187319 N.w2d 891(Ct. App. 1982). (2) VoTtingBoOTHS. Thereshall be one voting booth for every
The court properly voided the cityplan and adopted the courstyplan, even 200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The booths

thoughthe county did not adopt the plan within 60 dayseakiving census data. i i : e
Countyof La Crosse \City of La Crosse108 Ws. 2d 560352 N.W2d 531(Ct. App. . Snallhave a surface on which to write or work and béaently

1982). enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone lawfully
assistingthe elector while marking the elect®ballot.
5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any (3) BaLLoT Boxes. Where the voting procedure makes it-nec

municipality fails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the essarythere shall be a separate ballot hmxeach form of ballot
municipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-sukat each polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key for
mit to the circuit court for any county in which the municipalityeach,and an opening no @er than is stitient to receive &ingle

is located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day peridwllot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit of
unders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the municipaperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the same
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polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for tequestthat aspecific type of accommodation be provided that
electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are authvall facilitate his or her voting.
rizedin accordance with §.15 (6) (b) History: 2003 a. 265

(4) Lavout; orcANIZATION. All voting booths and machines ) ) ) ) ]
shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, with37 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines
their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the shallgive every elector a reasonable opportunity to voteufigr
properelection oficials, persons observing the proceedings undBgrsonfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitied
s. 7.41, persons assisting voters unde682 (2)and electors to vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know h_ow
receiving, preparing or depositingheir ballots or casting their theelector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from voting

voteson the machines are permitted in the voting area. Exc&®f Persons or propositions upon whitttey are not entitled to
whereassistance is authorized, only one eleata time is per Voteand from voting more than once for the sanfie@br on the

mittedin a voting booth or machine. sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lock
sothey cannot be manipulated, tampength, or show the num

ber of votes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vot

ing is in progress. The machines shall permit voting a split ticket

dshall record each vote cast.

(2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined

. . to use a voting machine, underssl5 (6) (b) the machine shall

(6) POSTINGREQUIREMENTS. (a) At each polling place in the o onsircted to allow the electors to votedbmominated can

state,the municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shalljiyatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no
post the following materials, positioned so that they ni®y i or ’

readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting (3) For presidential electors ordevice shall be provided to

in line to vote: vote for all of one partys electoral candidates at the same time.

1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the typf,« device shall be osite or adiacent to the names pé
B notice for the election as specified irl6.02 (3)and, for each candigateégr presidoepnri :nd viced:)reiident. phttys

referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified in (4) Voting machines may besed at primary elections when

s.10.01 (2) (c) the ; . > WHE
. . . y comply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:

2. A copy of the election fraud laws provided in8.13 (1) || candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri
and (3) (intro), (d), (), (9), (k), (L), (0), (@), (1), (u), and(X),  maryshall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can
togetherwith the applicable penalties provided in8.60 (1) gigatesof more than one pastywhenever the restriction applies;

2m. Generainformation prescribed by the board on federahe electormay secretly select the party for which he or she wishes
laws relating to election fraud anaiisrepresentation in federalto vote; the elector may vote for as many candidates for efich of
elections. ashe or she is lawfully entitled to vote fdrut no more.

3. Two sample ballots prepared undeb$6 (2) (5) Polling places may have more than one voting machine.

4. The dateof the election and the hours during which the History: 1971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1977 c. 107427, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484
polling place is open. 1991a. 3161999 a. 1822011 a. 2332 _

i . State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269.

4a. Instructions prescribed by the board for electors for whom
proof of identification is required under 8.79 (2)or for whom 540 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Except as
proof of residence under 6.34is required under €.55 (2) permittedin sub.(3) or as required in sub&) to (6), the govern

4b. General informatioprescribed by the board concernindng body or board of election commissionef&very municipal
voting rights undeapplicable state and federal laws, including thigy with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of
methodof redress for any alleged violations of those rights.  7,5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machines

5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by thef electronic voting systenis every ward in the municipality at
board. every election. Any other governing body or board of election

(b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated bPMMmissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines or elec
lot under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilizejOMC VOting systemsor use in any ward in the municipality at
ata partisan primary election incorporatingalot upon which 2nY élection. _ o _
electors may mark votes for candidates of nibem one recog (2) Only voting machines complying with 5.37 or electronic
nizedpolitical party the municipal clerk or boarf election com Voting systems approved unde5s91may be used in an election
missionersshall prominently post a sign in the form prescribgd in this state.
the board warning electors in substance that on any ballot with (3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to
votescast forcandidates of more than one recognized politicalilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votireghines
party,no votes cast faany candidates for partisarfioé will be ~ or an electronic voting system:
countedunless areference for a party is made. If the elector des (a) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congres
ignatesa preference, only votes cést candidates of that prefer sional district, legislative district, county supervisodystrict,
encewill be counted. schooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sani

(c) At each polling place located in a municipality that igary district contained within the municipality for so long as the
ser\/ed:)y more than 0npo||ing p|ace for an election, the munici numberof electors reS|d|ng in the territory does not exceed 100.
pal clerk or board of election commissioners shall prominently (b) Whenever the municipality jgecluded under §.23 (2)
posta map of the geographic area served by the polling place fimm clearing the recorders aa suficient number of voting
thatelection. The posting shall clearly show the boundaries of thichinedo serve the electors at the election.

(5) AcTiviTies RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situated
soas to interfere with or distract electiorfiofls from carrying
outtheir duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors sh
preventinterference with and distraction of electors at polling
places.

ward or wards served by the polling place for that election. (c) Whenever such action is authorized und&cX5 (6)
History: 1975 c. 85199, 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311, 355 1981 c. 420; 1983 i i
2,484 1985 a. 3041999 a182 2001 & 162003 a. 2652005 a. 45120112, 23 . (d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election com
30 missionersreassignsn elector to a polling place other than the
oneserving the electés residence under5.25 (5) (b)
5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities. (4) Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes

Any individual with a disability mayotify a municipal clerk that voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a voting
he or she intends to vote at a polling place on election day and magchineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistance
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unders.6.82 (1) (a)or whose vote is challenged under&92to  theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than .... can
6.94 didates.”.
(5) A municipality which utilizes voting machinesa polling ~ History: 1985 a. 304

placeshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an electo, . . . .
who declares to the chief inspector that, due to phydisability, &5 Voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots

the elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a machinﬁg‘:#giﬁfgeghgg?jg%i‘;g&Crggypggeggr: ge%ﬂﬁrgi?ﬁeicégﬁnréﬂgde
(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a ' ) :
municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic voti rows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may

systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper ball no smaller than 8 point.

andvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may grant(2). Where separate ballots are provided,fée names or
sucha request. questionsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon the

(6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elec\rlri1 3 ecg }gffgé?gz daé:ezcr);tggrosn gfp()g)ra(tce)lgxcept as otherwise pro

tronic voting system at a polling place may pernse of the oo , )
machinesor system by electors voting unde6s5only asauthe ~ 'Story: 1979 ¢. 260311 1981 c. 37554, 51999 a. 182
rizedunder s6.15(3) 554 Notice to electors. Every ballot, except a voting
(7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases votinghachineballot, shall bear substantially the following information
machinesor an electronic voting system, or adopts and purchasgsthe face: “NbTICE To ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid
a different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem unlessinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If castmsabsentee bal
from the type it was previously using, tmeunicipal clerk or |ot, the ballot must bear the initials of the municipierk or dep
executivedirector of the municipal board of electicommission  uty clerk.”
ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director of pistory: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311; 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989
the county board of election commissioners and the administrator92 2001 a. 16104
of the elections division of the board in writing.

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1973 c. 12, 1977 ¢, 4271979 ¢, 235311,355 ~ 0-90  Information. ~ On everyballot, except a voting machine
1983a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 1921993 a. 3992003 a. 2652007  ballot, shall be printed “Qicial .... Ballot” or “Official .... Ballot
al

for ....” followed by the designation of the polling place for which
theballot has been prepared, the date of the election, andithe of
cial endorsemerdnd blank certificates. The number of the ward
or wards or aldermanidistrict, if any and the name of the munici
pality may be omitted in printing argtamped or written on the
BALLOT FORM ballotsat any location which is clearly visible at the option of the
county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on the
5.51 General provisions. (1) The type face used on allbackand outside of the ballot.
paperba”ots shall be easy to read. History: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 265

(2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream

SUBCHAPTERII

?56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of

sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If #edént size sheet is used, the,, gigatedor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or
weightper reanshall be proportioned accordingbut shall meet calumnon a voting machine or whenever tféicial or agency

g}‘lescfrt_grr]lg;:)dtinTPgSSstg%ssectlon does not apply to ballots used K vingthe responsibilityo determine ballot positions determines
9 sy : . ) thatthe number of candidates for afia requires the use of more
(3) All paper ballots shall be of figfent width and length to thanone column on a ballot, trafficial or agency having such
providespace for alinatter required to be printed on them. Excepbsponsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated in
on ballots useavith electronic voting systems, all ballot columnss;,cha manner thall rows are positioned on top, or all columns
shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width. arepositioned to the left, in an equal number of wardslection
(4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electidiviafs  districts. If the number of wards and election districts in which
exceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers applidaly them shall voting for an ofice is conducted is not equalivisible, the posi
not be counted. tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election dis
(5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing
color. Different colors shalbe used to distinguishfafe and ref  of lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determintie: at
erendumballots and dferent colors may be used to distinguistsametime that the positions of the candidateames are deter
separateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shatle minedfor each primary and election.
printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need  History: 1981 c. 37%.5.
not have the endorsement and certificate.

(6) All candidates’ names for the samficefshall be placed, 2-28 Splrintg prirtr;]aryt/) bl?”tOtS' d(la) GE'\t‘ERZALLY' Aﬁspring
projectedor composed on the ballot in the same size, style aRgmary elections the ballots under suti) to (2m), when nee
color of type. The style and sizé type shall conform substan essaryshall be provided for each ward, except as authorized in

tially to the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under £:823 Only nonpartisan candidates nominated fcefy nom
7.08(1) (a) ihation papers shall have their names placetheroficial spring

primary ballot under the properfafe designationbut the ballots
ds%all allow room for write—in candidates.
1b) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. (am) There
shall be separate ballots for municipal and couptimaries,
exceptas authorized in §.655

(7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beuok
form color and size, and the same type of paper shall be use
all ballots.

(8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of all-bal
lots shall conform to the ballot forms prescribed by Huard (bm) For all cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be

unders.7.08 (1) (a) o -
o i , i arranged by the municipal clerk, using the same method as that
39!;;?_%)5%. a:.LEi;g & 0256(;3.1915 1981 c. 3771983 a. 484.174 1985 a. 3041987 a. | dby the board under 5.60 (1) (b)

(cm) Towns and villages holding a primary unde8.€5shall
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. If more than one individ arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by the
ualis to be elected to the saméia¥ from the same jurisdiction boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as{ro
or district, the ballot shall provide at the top of the column or taded in s5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible.
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(1c) MunicipaL JUDGE. There shall be a separate ballot foelected to unnumbered seats fromshmedistrict, in 1st class eit
municipaljudges if they are elected unde755.01 (4) except as iesonly 2 candidates for any at-¢gr seat and only @andidates
authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the ballot from any election district to be elected to the board of schooldirec
shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive directrs, in school districts electing school board members to-num
of the county board of election commissioners of the county haderedseats, or pursuant to an apportionment plan or districtrepre
ing the lagestportionof the population in the jurisdiction servedsentatiorplan, only 2 school board candidates for each numbered
by the judge. seator within each district, and twices many candidates as are

(1g) ScrooLpisTRICT. (a) There shall be a separate ballot fd be elected membersf other school boards or other elective

schooldistrict oficers when s@equired, except as authorized irpfficersreceiving the highest number of votes at the primary shall
s.5.655 be nominees for the e at the spring election. Only their names

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the s&it/l appear on the bial spring ballot.

i History: 1971 c. 30456108, 29 (2) 1973 c. 134243 1973 c. 334.57 (2} 1973
of the member elected at-dgr to the board of school dlrectorsc_g40 1075 0. 931977 ¢, 187272 445, 449 1979 0, 39221, 260 1981 ¢. 20377

shallbe placedn the dficial city primary ballot and, except as1983a 4841983 a. 53.36; 1985 a295.3202 (56) 1985 a. 89225 1985 a. 304

authorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving thgﬂéﬂ?&ﬁgg%% as 3%999591 %'5%333 a é&ﬁ%s%gzsﬁg%a&'zi 8135950%.
: - S. a. ) a. a. . a.

names of the candidates for any seat to be fdlethe board of 2455.3. 4: 2005 & 1492011 4. 4562

schooldirectors from any election district. All names of candi

datesfor the at-lage seat shall be placed in one or more separajg Spring election ballots. At spring elections all of the

columnsor rows on the ballot. following ballots, when necessarghall beprovided for each
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats siyaltd, except as authorized in%655

be determined by the school district clerk or the executive director (1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY: COUNTY EXECUTIVE:

of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of 1043, )\ ry coMPTROLLER: AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. (ag) There
not later than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next dajf the first  g3|he one separate ballot for state superintendent, judftiial
Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement cerg county executive, county comptroller éounties having a
shallbe the same as provided irbs50 (1) (b) Suficient space opylationof 750,0000r more, and county supervisexcept as
shall be provided on the ballot for write—in candidates. authorized irs.5.655 For county supervispthe ballot shall be
(1r) TOwN SANITARY DISTRICT coMMISSION. There shall be a preparedn accordancevith ss.5.58 (2)and59.10 (3) Arrange
separatéallot for members of the town sanitary district commisnent of the names of candidates fopunty executive, county
sionif commissioners are elected unde60.74and the bound comptroller,countysupervisorand municipal judge, if the judge
ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more town elected under §.55.01 (4) shall be determinebdy the county
exceptas authorized in $.655 Candidatedor different seats clerk or the executive director of the county boafeélection corn
;hall be Ilsteq in separate columns or rows if more than one sgfésionergddetermining ballot arrangement undeb &8 (1c) in
is contested in any election. Arrangementhefnames on the bal the manner prescribed in péb).
lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose board(ar) The names of candidates for the sanfe®fshall be

of supervisors directs the electionfiie same manner as prOVideq)Iacedin the same column. No party designation may appear on
in s.5.60 (1) (b) theofficial ballot. Unless n@andidate is certified to appear on the
(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOFPUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY;  ballot for a state dice, a space shall be provided on the bdtiot

COUNTY EXECUTIVE; COUNTY COMPTROLLERAND COUNTY SUPERVF  electorsto write in the name of a person &ach dice, regardless
sors. There shall be one separate ballot for stafeerintendent, of whether there is a primary for thafiocé.

judicial officers, county executive under $9.17 and county () The hoard shall certify the candidates’ namesdesignate

supe[w.sore]z(cept as authorized 'Q5g5ﬁ’ Inﬁolllmtlles ha‘l"%g 2 theofficial ballot arrangement for candidaties state superinten

populationof 750,000 or more, the ballot shall also include thga ¢ iystice,court of appeals judge, circuit judge and, if commis
gglé:%ocz)focomptrcilrl]ergnﬁ tm hccl)lunltles_ h?v(ljngthad%cc)pglatlgn Okionersare elected under 800.09 (1) (am) the metropolitan

r more, the ballot shall also include thosces under e :

’ ’ . . Th t of f all eand

s.8.11 (2) (b)and(2m). The arrangement of names of candidat S5 verageommission © arrangemernt ol hames of at canci

; s h ~““dateson the ballotwhose nomination papers are filed with the
for state superintendentistice, court of appeals judge, and circuifa qshall be determined by the board by the drawing of lots not
courtjudge shall be determined by the board in the manner s

cified in s.5.60 (1) (b) Arrangement of the names of candidat feterthan the 2nd Jesday in Januarpr the next day if the first

A ) uesdayis a holiday Whenever a primary is held for arficé,
for county executive, county comptrollend county supervisor

’ ! >~" a2nd drawing of all candidates for thaficé shall be held by or
shallbe determined by theounty clerk or by the executive difec \,,qerthe supervision of the board not later than the 3rd day fol
tor of the county board of election commissioners in the man

specified in $5.60 (1) (b) N&ting the completion of therimary canvass to determine the

(2m) M £ X arrangementf candidates on the election ballot.
m ETROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. xcept as ;
authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for membe{ﬁ (c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtatee elected,

f th t It ssion if o e official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shall
or the metropoiitan sewerage commission It COMMISSIOAS  giatethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-candi

electedunder s200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for diérent aieqor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall show
seatdisted in separate columns or rows if more than one sea H? branch being filled.

contestedat any election. Arrangement of the names on the ballo (2) MuniciPaL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4)

shag b?\ldetermlned by the board.o v 2 did ; thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-candi
(3) NAMES ON SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state dates except as authorized in%655

superintendentfor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a . .
metropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary districtcom (3) CITY. (ag) Except as authorized irbs655 there shall be
eparate ballot giving the names of all candidates for diteef

mission, in counties having a population of 750,000 or more, 0 Bintedin the saméorm as prescribed by the board undet.es

2 candidates for the fife of comptroller in counties having a h . )
populationof 500,000 or more onFI)y 2 candidates for mem%er &) (@) City electionballots may vary in form to conform to the

the board of supervisomsithin each district, in counties having a@W under which an election is held. .
populationof less than 500,000 only 2 candidates for each-mem (@m) No party designatioshall appear on thefifial ballot for
ber of the county board of supervis@niem each district or num City offices.

bered seat or only 4 candidates for each 2 menabéne county (b) The city clerk or executive director of the city electtom
boardof supervisors from each district whenever 2 supervisors anéssionshall arrange the fifial city ballot under s5.62 (4)
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(4) ScHooLDisTRICT. (a) There shall be separate ballot for the names ofall potential candidates of that party determined
school district dicers when so required, except as authorized imders.8.12and afording, in additionan opportunity to the voter
s.5.655 to nominate another potential candidate by write—in vote or to vote

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the deagn uninstructed delegation the party convention. The order
of the member elected at—r to the board of school directorsof presidential candidates on the ballot shaltietermined by lot
shallbe placed on the figial city ballot and there shall be a sepaby or under the supervision of the board. Each voter shall be given
rate ballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to the ballots ofill the parties participating in the presidential prefer
filled on the board of school directors framy election district, encevote, but may vote on one ballot only
exceptas authorized in §.655 Thenames of candidates for the (bm) Except as authorized in%.655 a separate ballot shall
at-largeseat shall be placed in the same colamrow on the bal be provided for use in each voting district.

lot. (c) Theofficial ballots for the presidential preference vote
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats sbladlll be securely fastened together at the bottom. The party

be determined by the school district clerk or the executive directaceivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the preced

of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Idtgg election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining

not later than the 2nduesday in Januargr the next daijf the first  party ballots shall follow in the same mannék facsimile ballot

Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd noticeshall be published as provided in6.02

day following the completion of the primary canvass if a primary History: 1971 c. 304s.9to11, 29 (2} 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 33%.

i ini beatine 7 1975 c. 931977 c. 187427, 445,449 1979 c. 221260, 355 1981 c. 3771983
is held. The method of determlnlng arrangement shall a.484 1983 a. 533.36; 1985 a. 2%.3202 (56)1985 a89, 225, 1985 a. 304s.28,

asprovided in sub(l) (b). Suficient space shall be provided onis5 1987 a. 3911989 a. 102200, 1993 a. 2661995 a. 165.2: 1995 a. 2011999
the ballot for write—in candidates. a.150s.672 1999 a. 1822003 a. 242005 a. 1492011 a. 45 62.

., {4m) METROPOLTANSEMERAGECOMMISSION. A Separatial _ [LS"SONeReT el T S Lt W ool ssencton s ey
ist the names of all candidates for metropolitan seweraggy'srules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin450 U.S. 1071981).
commissionseats, if commissioners are elected und206.09
(11) (am) except as authorized ins655 The names for the dif 5.62 Partisan primary ballots. (1) (a) Atthe partisan pri
ferentseats shall be placed in sepaimns or rows if more mary,the following ballot shall be provided for the nomination of
thanone seat is contested at any election. candidateof recognized politicaparties for national, state and
(5) VILLAGE. (ag) There shall ba separate ballot giving the countyoffices and independent candidates for stefteeoin each
namesof all candidatesor village ofices, except as authorized inward, in the same form as prescribed by the board unde08.
s.5.655 (1) (a), except as authorized in55655 The ballotshall be made
(ar) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thiicil bar ~ UP of the several party tickets with each paetyitled to partici

lot in the order they are named in the statutes creating them. PREIN the primary under pab) or sub(2) having its own ballot,
namesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingstirae exceptas authorized in $.655 The ballotsshall be secured
methodas that used by the board undab.(1) (b). Suficient togetheratthe bottom. The party ballot of the party receiving the

spaceshall be left under eachfizie for write-in candidates mostvotesfor president or governor at the last general election
(b) Only persons nominated undeB<5 shall be placea on shallbe on top with the other parties arranged in descending order

theofficial ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for th sgic(j)onn %m?alrb\gl)ltoetsﬁgpgr?igg Zr&ta(lji;y?nog;l mndoer‘;laseug)sg%gn%r:ll
office shall be left blank. . . placedafter the parties qualifying under pém), in the same order

(6) Town. (a) Except as authorized irbs655 there shall be j, which the parties filed petitions with the board. Avsliot
a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates for ebdl’é%uiredunder par(b) 2.shall be placed next in ordeit poliing
town offices in the form prescribety the board under .08 (1) pjaces where voting machines are used, each party shall be repre
(a). There shall be 2 ballpt forms. One ballot form shall be usgdntedin one or more separate colunoigows on the ballot. At
for the election of supervisors to numbered seats and one b fling places wheran electronic voting system is used other

form shallbe used for the election of supervisors to unnumbergthnan electronic voting machine, each party may be represented
seats.On the ballot used for the election of supervisors to uAnugp aeparate columns or rows on the ballot.

beredseats, all supervisor candidates shall be listed together an
thevoting instructions shall state 6t for not more than.Jinsert

numberof supervisors to be elected] candidates”. All towns sh
electtheir supervisors to unnumbered seats unless the annual t
meetingadopts a plan to elect supervisors to numbered seats. HE
namesof candidates for town fi€e shall be arranged by using theniZ
samemethod as thatsed by the board under s(@b). (b). A space

zihdilnltge provided under eachfigk on the ballot for a write=in can thatoffice shall have a separate primary ballot or one or sege
) oo . aratecolumns or rows othe primary ballot as prescribed in par

(b) Only the names of individuals nominated und&@Smay (4 and aseparate column on the general election ballot in every
beplaced on the &tial ballot. If no nominations for an tée are  \ard and election districtAn omganization which was listed as
madethe space for that fite shall be left blank. “independent”at the last general election and whose candidate
~ (6m) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICTCOMMISSION. EXcept as autho meetsthe same qualification shall receive the same ballot status
rizedin s.5.655 a separate ballot shall list the names of all éandiponpetition of the chairperson and secretary of tigamization
datesfor town sanitaryistrict commission seats, if commissionto the board requesting such status and specifying their party
ersare elected under®0.74and the boundaries of the district ar;iame which may not duplicate the name of an existing pakty
not coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. Tpetition under this subdivision may be filed no later tBgmm. on
namesfor different seats shall be placed in separate columnsapril 1 in the year of each general election.

rows if more than one seat is contested at any'elec_tlon. 2. Subdivisionl. applies to a party within any assembly-dis
(7) REFERENDUMBALLOTs. Except as authorized in$.655  trict or county at any partisan primary election only if at least
thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requiindidateof theparty for any national, state or countfia# quali
ing a vote in the form and manner provided b§.64 fies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name
(8) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. (am) Except as autho of that party within thaassembly district or countyThe county
rizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for eaalog clerk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide a
nizedpolitical party filing a certificatiorunder s8.12 (1) listing combinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or rows

b) 1. Except as provided in sulddand s5.64 (1) (e) 2.every
cognizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last
ernatoriakelection whose candidate for any statewoffece
ivedat least 1%f the total votes cast for thafioé and, if the
general electiomas also a presidential election, every recog
edpolitical party listed on the ballot at that election whose can
didatefor president received at least 1% of the total vote cast for
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on the ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in 193896;-531 lgg 11§>91 a. 3361993 1a 1841999 a. 1822005 a. 1492007 a. 12011
candidatefor the nomination of any such party fOI’ each n"Ju:i()r]aal"Tﬁe fiI’i:Q of-a pcrg;)rgrc ;I)Zr:itlir;rg l)))sat)ﬁe requisite number of electors in a senate,
stateand county dfce whenever that party qualifies to lepre  assemblypr congressional district will qualify the politicalgamization referred to
sentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate c'fumlhﬁ tphetiti?r: as a party emitllerli to a sta_eparatg ball%_t Witf;in thﬁ_ Sﬁecifilc dtistri?t only
H H s Tor al e state, congressional, legislative, and cou lyea or wnichan elector o
u.m.nsor rows under subd" but does not quahfy under this su,bd' thatdistrict mayvote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Novem
vision. Theballot shall include the name of each party qualifyingergeneral election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeed
for a separate ballot or ole more separate columns or rows off'g September primary61 Atty. Gen. 41.
theballot under each fife, with the names of the candidates for

eachsuch party appearing in the saorder in which the ballots 5.64 Geﬂera| election ballots. At generaleleptions all of
of the parties would appear under.iga. thefollowing ballots, when necessasghall be provided foeach

(2) (a) Except as provided ipat (b) and s5.64 (1) (e) 2.any Ward: .
political organization may be represented on a separate primanl) OFFICIAL BALLOT. (ag) Except as authorizéus.5.655
ballotor in one or more separate columns or rows on the primapgreshall be a separate ballot giving the nawfeall candidates
ballotas prescribed in sufil) (a)and in a separate column on th or president and vicpresident and for statewide, congressional,
generaklection ballot in every ward and election distrit.quat  (egislative,and county dices in the same form as prescribed by
ify for a separate ballot under this paragraph, the politiga-or the board under §.08 (1) (a)
nizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on April 1 in the year of the par (ar) 1. The ballot shall permit an elector to do any of the fol
tisan primary file with the board a petition requesting separal@wing:
ballot status. The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 elec b. Vote for individual candidates for eacHicé.
tors, including at least,000 electors residing in each of at least 3 ¢. \bte for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot
separateongressional districts. Tipetition shall conform to the for any ofice.
requirementsf s.8.40 No signature obtained before January 1 1 \when voting for president and vice president, the ballot
in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a politica}| permit an elector to vote only for the candidates on one ticket
organizationfiling a valid petition fulfill the requirements pre jointly or to write in the names of persons in both spaces.
scribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one or 2. When voting for governor and lieutenant govertiebat

moreseparate columns or rows on the ballot for the period e”“'i%? shall permit an elector teote only for the candidates on one

with the following gene.ral election. o . ticketjointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces.
(b) Paragraplta) appliesto a party within any assembly district - )y r,0"hames of the candidates for ties of president and
or county at any partisan primary election only if at least one Cahce president that are certified unde8.16 (7)or that are con

didateof the party formany national, state or countyfioé qualifies o P -
to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name oftfg'ﬁﬁdm nomination papers filed undei®s20shall appear on the

e e tin the form prescribed in 3.08 (2) (a) The names of the
party within that assembly district or count¥he county clerk or -, iqatesn the regular party tickets nominattkhe primary
countyboard of election commissioners shall providembined

or replacements appointedider s8.35 (2)shall appear in a sepa

separatéallot or one or more separate columns or rows on the halio ~51umn under the party designatiofihe columns shall be

lot that will permit an elector to cast a vote for a write-in candidalgrangecfrom left to right according to rank, based on the number
for the nomination of any such party for each national, stade o \tes received by each pastgandidate fopresident or gover
countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented @y 4t the lastgeneral election beginning with the party that
aseparate primary ballot an one or more separate columns Ofecejvedthe most votes. @ the right of the columns for parties
rows under par(a) but does not qualify under this paragraph. Thg,alifying under s5.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the columns forpar
ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for ase squalifying under s5.62 (2)in the same order in which the par
rateballot or one or more separate columns or rows on the baligkfiled petitionswith the board. Any column required under. par
undereach diice, with the names of the candidates for esuth (e) 2 shall be placed next in ordefo the right of the party col
party appearindn the same order in which the ballots of the- pagmnsshall be a column for the names of independent candidates
tieswould appear under sufi) (a) for each dfice, or more than one column if the first column does
(3) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot not providesuficient space for the names of all such candidates.

arrangementor statewide dices and district attorney within each  (d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president and
prosecutoriatlistrict by using the same procedaseprovided in  vice president or governor aréeutenant governgmwhenever
s.5.60 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or rqieseoffices are filled, and then the remainindjas in the order
onthe ballotthe candidates for fie shall be listed together with designatedinder s5.62 (3)
the offices which they seek in the following order whenabhese (e) 1. Except as provided in sulid.each candidate’name
officesappear orthe partisan primary ballot: governbeutenant  gpajpe placed in the column of the party by which nominated
governorattorney general, secretary of state, state trea8lir it inqenendent, in a column designated independent and ak candi
senatorU.S. representativie congress, state senqi@presenta  gatesfor the same dite shall appear within the same rowstoe
tive to the assemblylistrict attorney and the countyfioes. ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naafes
(4) (ag) The county clerk ocounty board of election commis any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appear
sionersshall designate thefafial primary ballot arrangemeifior  beforethe column designated independent with the spaces pro
all candidates filing nomination papers in theftoef videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such party
(ar) Within a county the countglerk shall arrange the namesappearingn the same order in which the columns of their parties
of all candidates filing nomination papers with the clediice ~ would appear under pgb). Along with the names of the indepen
usingthe same method as that used by the board unié0s(1) dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the eandi
(b). dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination
(b) The county board of election commissioners in counti§§p.ers' Independent candidates for the same couriiyeoshall
elisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or under

havinga population of more than 500,000 shall prepareftie isiorof th tv clerk or boamf electi Y
cial primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the nan%r%oerwsmm € county clerk or boamr election commission

of all candidates foeach dice whose nomination papers are file .
atthe county level, using the same method as that used by the gov 2. There shall be a separate column for the candidatezchf
ernmentaccountability board under5.60 (1) (b) party qualifying for that column under 5.62 (1) (b)or (2), except
History: 1971 c. 304s.12,29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334.57: 1975¢. 931977  thatif, within any assembly district or countpere are no candi
¢.107,427.1979 c. 260311 328 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4641985a, 3041987 a. 391 datesfor any national, state or countyfio representing such a
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partywho qualify to have their names appear on the ballot undéstrict referenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sub
the name of thaparty within that assembly district, the countystantially the same as that prescribed by the board uridesg1)
clerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a eom(a).

binedseparate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote fofistory: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 26427 1979 c. 2601981 c. 79175, 377,
awrite—in candidate of any such party for each national, state &3& 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31192 1991 a. 3161999 a. 182
countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented irf %> 1492011 a. 23115

separateolumn but doesot qualify under this subdivision. The . .
ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for asepa 8> Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pro

rate column under each fide, with the names of the candidates/'ded, ballots for special referenda shall conform to the format
for each such party appearingtire same order in which the eol Prescribedinder s5.64 (2) insofar as applicable.
umnsof the parties would appear under. ghJ. History: 1983 a. 4841999 a. 182

(eg) In the case of ballotinipr the ofices of president and vice .
presidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the ?ﬁiﬁsﬁegﬁrﬁﬂg%tee(ljjs:c?"gt?ﬁur(lilgipvgllﬂsnrﬁ;f/ruizeapgirr?g% ballot
e

umn of the party that nominated them or if independent, ina c o : h . .
umndesignated independent. In each column there shall be @aht_ate the use .Of voting machines or an electronic voting sys
choice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botfices. mor, if the municipality employs_paper ballots, may use acon
Th fth didates for thies of ident solidatedpaper ballot that is authorized under @h. If a munie
((jer_n) e r:jamtes ot'f' ang 'é‘l%S 70r i % odpressg; Ze(;] ipality uses a single ballot in lieu of separate ballots bkt
andvice presiaent certined under (7)or filed under s8. shallinclude a separate column or row for anfjcef referendum

Thenames of the presidental eleclors for the candidates suppLfar for which a separate ballot s required by law and the bal
underss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot but hall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for

avote for the candidates for president afa president is a vote all of the ofices and refere_ndg appearlng. an the ballot. .
for them through their named presidential electors. (2) Whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is

. - uiredto utilize separate ballots for certaificds, referenda or
(es) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively frg?ﬁ?tiesat an election, the municipalityay with the approval of

top to bottom based on the number of votes received by th h e
party’s candidate for governor at the last election beginmiitiy g‘e ﬁg/ﬂgt\yvhﬁl:er:lihzrrebioseﬁgjcgeglgrﬁso;or?%ﬁnmgsr;ounnei(r:?pglfit;a(:h

the party that received the most votes. The independ - : . :
president-viceresident candidates shall be listed together in Yfiiéreone omore electors reside, substitute a single consolidated
aperballot or a ballot that is designed to be utilized with an-elec

orderdrawn by lot by or under supervision of the board, foIIowingr ; ) , X :
underthe party candidatesilong with the names of the indepen toNic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicable

dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the Calnt{ﬂformatlonrequwed to be provided for paper ballots at that-elec

dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nominatichn-

papers. Following under the independent candidates, a shate (3) The board shall prescribe notices and instructions to be

be left for writing in the names of a candidate for president argivento electors who use a ballot that is authorized unde(Zub.

vice president. in lieu of any noticesnd instructions that are applicable only to
(f) In the casef balloting for the dfce of governor and lieu Municipalities employing separate paper ballots.

tenantgovernor the names of the candidatdsll be placed in the History: 1999 a. 182

party column by which nominated or if independent, in a column )

designatedndependent. In each column there shall be one chos66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec

for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botHicés. essarymunicipal clerks shall have digient ballots printecor
(g) Following under the independenandidates for each Otherwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utilize

office, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the naRighted ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or voting
of a candidate of his or her choice for thditoaf machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certify

o their county clerk, on the first daf the 2nd month preceding
(2) REFERENDUMBALLOT. (am) There shall be a separate ba{he month in which the primary is held, the approximate number

lot when any proposed constitutional amendment or aihgr - B
measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, eXc(ﬁtelectors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total these

asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statemerftotimatesand order a sfitient supply to assure ballots fafl
of each question in accordance witie act or resolution directing €/€ctorsand voting machines. _ o
submissiorin the same form as prescribed by the board under s.(2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissioreall
7.08(1) (a) The question may not be worded in such a manrifiint asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal clerk
asto require a negative vote to approve a propositiam afirm-  or board of election commissioners shall print sample ballots
ative vote to disapprovea proposition. Unless otherwisewheneverthe municipality prepares ballomder s7.15 (2) (b)
expresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used ateddictions or (c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored paper
when questions are submitted to a vote of the people. andshall be overprinted “SAMPLE". &fing machine sample bal

(c) The oficial referendumballot prescribed under this sub 0ts shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the board or
section shall be utilizedt every election, except that the formagcreeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues and
shall be altered to thextent provided or required by other law#/0ting instructions as they wiippear on the fitial ballot. Sam
establishingor authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except B ballots to be used with an electronic voting systemtirch
authorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate b&@llotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an actual
lot, but more than one referendum question may appear on $i#gcopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commission
samereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered aggsprinting the ballots shall distribute samples approximately
all electors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questicagfollows: 45% shall be kept in the cleskorboards ofice and
appearingthereon. When more than ostate referendum is distributedto electors requesting them; 45% shall be setitgo
placedon the same ballathe board shall number the questions imunicipalities,or, if the municipality prints ballots, 45% shall be
chronologicalsequence. If the legislature submits questions sentto the county for distribution to thedectors; and 10% shall be
differentdatesthe board shall number the questions sequentiatigservedo be sent tehe polling places by municipalities in pro
basedon the date on which the questions are submitted by the Ipgrtionto the number certified in sufl) and made available to
islature. Exceptas authorized in $.655 state and county refer electorsat the polls on election day
endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipapecial  History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16
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5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot nationaloffices and statewide referenda needblemitted. This

boxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic votingubsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing

systemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by thieabsentee ballots.

municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinesgstems (2) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted

areused. undersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of
(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for ba@iny error as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after

lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary in{pregapmission.The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error upon

ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county egceiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under $Gb.

municipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners B s.5.06 (6)

responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared fas@hool, (3) Wheneveranaffidavit is filed by the board or any elector

technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shalllegingan error or omission in the preparation digdlot, the cir

pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government iguit court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be used

involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis or its presiding judge, by ordanay summarily require a county

trict election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; supr municipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should

plies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices®t be corrected and, by ordefterthe hearing, have the correc

othermaterials are used for elections within more than one unittign made.

local government, thecosts shall be proportionately divided History: 1979 c. 2601979 c. 315.19; 1979 c. 35%s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72;

betweenthe units of local government involved in the election:81¢: 3741983 a. 484

In a 1st class cityall costs otherwise attributable to a schdisl

trict shall be paid by the city SUBCHAPTERIII
(3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sys
temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on the ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS

same ballot, the ballots for all national, state and couffityesf

andfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paid3ar6  Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of

by the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine or elggstems. The governing body or board of election commission

tronic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, techniers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiatopt,

cal college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot, the cost of tt@tperimentwith, or discontinue any electronic voting system

portion of the ballot shall be reimbursedttee county or paid for authorizedby this subchapter and approved undé: %1 for use

by the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1st digs in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipment for

schooldistrict under sub(2). suchsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within its juris
(3m) The election administration council shall provide g,u|dd|Ct|0n, either.exclus.ivelyn Co_mbination with mechanical Voting

anceto local units ojovernment concerning the procurement ghachines, or imombination with paper ballots where such ballots

electionapparatus, ballots, ballot forms, materials, and supplid&eauthorized to be used.

for use in elections in this state to help ensure that competitivéistory: 1979 ¢. 31 1985 a 304

pricesare obtained by those units of government. foss-reference: See also CiGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

(4) Thecost of compensation of electiorficils and trainees 5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the
shallbe borne in the manner provided ¥ 93 procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applighen an elec

(5) If a chage is made for the use of a polling place dhage tronic vc_)ting system employing the use lmdllots distributed to
shall be paid by thenunicipality establishing the polling place€lectorsis used.
unders.5.25 (2)unless the polling place is used to conduct a spe (2) So far as applicable, the procedure provided for voting
cial election that is called by a umif government other than thewith mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vot
stateor the municipality establishing the polling place and the spiig system employinghe use of electronic voting machines is
cial election is not held concurrently with an election specified irsed.
s.5.02 (5), (18), (21) or (22) [5.02 (5) (12s) (21) or (22)]. In History: 1979 c. 31.
suchcase the chge shall be paid by the unit of government that Cross-reference: See also chGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

Ca”Sth? shpeC|aI electlonf. i< showiin brack e ledis] 5.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronic
NOTE: The correct cross-refeence is shownn brackets. Corrective legisla voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electors

tion is pending. . Lt - .
Ca .. _is used, the municipality shall supply afiént number of voting
(6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit a : :
invoice to the clerk of each municipality daistrict which is %?Stgfjprléggcuzf of electors as provided i585 (2)

responsibldor payment of election costs under this section. The

municipality or district shall make payment to the county 06 79 |nstruction of electors. At polling places wheran

municipaltreasurer electronicvoting system employing the uselllots and voting
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a.  devicesis used, the electioofficials shall ofer each elector

16,2005 a. 333451, 2011 a. 32 instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot before

. . the elector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiven

5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after agerihe elector has entered the voting booth, except as authorized

ballotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk ;,qers 6 82 (2) All instructions shall be given by electiorfiof

if the municipality is preparing ballots undeisl5 (2) but not  iaisin such a manner that they may be observed b SONS
laterthan 3 weeks before any election relatimg state or national ir: thel pobllling place. y may v y pér

office or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gheek istory: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16

paring the ballots shall submit one copy of each ballot to the boarla '

for review of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the b&.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan

lots supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clegkectronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, the
shall submitone copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If @aunicipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing elec
voting machine ballot or other ballot combining local candidatesrs in the election, one or more demonstrator electronic voting
or referenda with state or national candidates or referenda is usggtemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious ques
the entire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots intended for ditonsfor placement in any public building within the municipality
tribution to electors are used, only those ballots relating to statdromhich the election occurs. stich placement of a demonstrator
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takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before thg2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or
election. atthe central counting location, the electiofioidils shall witness
History: 1979 c. 31. atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
ing mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero count
5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal - for every candidate and referendum. After the completion of the

lots. (1) Whenever the statutes provide for the use of separateunt, the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retained
ballotsor columns or rows for i€es, parties oreferenda, and an underthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location.
electronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to €lec History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 162005 a. 92

tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for all

offices, referenda and parties. The ballot information, wheth&r85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal -
placedon the ballot obn the voting device, shall, as far as practiots. (1) At any pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys
cable,be grouped and orderadthe same manner as provided foremis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,
other ballots under this chaptexcept that the information on thetallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paper
ballot need not be in separate columns or rows. ballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballots

(3) If amunicipality utilizes an electronic voting system irfMployedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shall
which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdsetke D€ deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to the
lots may consisbf ballots utilized with the system or paper balloté/Pesof ballots used For the purpose of transporting the ballots
andenvelopes voted in person in théiae of the municipatlerk OF the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provide
or voted by mail. asecurﬁ C%Ttalner for efa%h polllngdpladla.eachbp?jlllfng place,

(4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the nam eapplicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiating
of candidates of more than one paityhall providea space for e canvass under 3.51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, except

electorsto designate a party preference. Failure to designat%hS%tno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballots

: X dfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized hy law
g;ﬁgﬁ%‘;ﬁ?ﬁ Zg(gdn({?h(%?te any voteast by an electoexcept may be performedt a polling place if a central counting location

is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by the
municipality.

5.82 Write—in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal _ (2) (@) The election dficials shall examine the ballots or
ity doesnot provide a space for write—in votes, the municipr:llit§§com_|0f votes cast for write—in votes and shall count @ahdlate
shall provide a separate write-irallot, which may be in the form thewrite—in votes. When an electronic voting system is used

of a paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of pers$ffch ballots are distributed to electors, before separating the

whosenames are not on the ballot whenever write—in votes dfgnainingballots from their respective covering envelopes, the
authorized. election officials shall examine the ballots for write—uotes.

When an elector hasast a write—in vote, the electiorfiofals
shall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot to
5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari - determinewhether the write—in vote results in an overvotesfoy

) ffice. In case of an overvote for anyfiog, the election dicials

son of ballots. Where voting devices are used at a poliing plac%na” make a true duplicate ballot of all votes on the ballot except
0

the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put ) : X .
order,set, gdjusted and made ready for vgting when delivtefrei; the ofice that is overvotedyy using an dicial ballot of that

History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 162011 a. 32

History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16

the polling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectdf&ld uSi_dbyéhe.elector W%VOFEd tﬁ\e C;rigin?{hballcl)t, ?nd one ct)f
shallcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sajfic 1'a7KINg AEVICES SO asi@nsier all votes of the elector excep
ple ballots furnished and see that the names, numbereteis or the ofice overvoted, to an 6€ial ballot of thatkind used in

; . the ward at that election. Unless electiofiaéls areselected
Lhoe;redonagree and shall certify thereto on forprsvided by the unders.7.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party fifation, the election

Historv: 1979 c. 31 officials shall consist in each case of at least one electfaniabf
y: o of each of the 2 major politicplarties, whenever fifials of both

5.84 Testing of equipment; requirements for programs parhesarg prgsent. . .

and ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic,__(b) Write=in votes shall be counted as provided in.S0 (2)
voting systemwhich utilizes automatic tabulating equipment{(d)- The original ballot upon which there is an overvote shall be
eitherat the polling place or at a central counting location, tiearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and the duplicate baftoo-
municipalclerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior f/cedunder par(@) shall be clearly labeled “Duplicate Overvoted
the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have tR@llot.” The election dicials shall place the same serial number
equipmentested to ascertain that it will correctly count the vote¥) €ach “Overvoted Ballot” and its corresponding “Duplicate
castfor all ofiices and on all measures. Public notice of the tinfévervotedBallot,” commencingvith number “1” and continuing
andplace of the test shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hofR§1Secutively for each of the ballots for which a “Duplicate ©ver
prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice undegghin VotedBallot” is produced in that ward or election district. The
one or more newspapers publishedthin the municipality if a electionofficials shall initial the*Duplicate Overvoted Ballot”
newspapeis published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of gehgllotsand shall place them in the container for retfrthe ba
eralcirculation therein. The test shall be open to the public. TIS- The "Overvoted Ballot” ballotand their envelopes shall be
testshall be conducted by processing a preaudited group of balf¥gcedin the “Original Ballots” envelope.

somarked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes fo(C) Ballots bearing write—in votes marked in the place desig
eachcandidate and on each referendum. The test shall includerfatedfor write—in votesbearing the initials of an electiorficfal,
eachoffice one or more ballots which have votes in excess of tRet resulting in an overvote, and otherwise complying with the
numberallowed by law and, for a partisan primary election, orlectionlaws as to marking shall be counted, tallied, and their
or more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of thare Vvotesrecorded on a tally sheet provided by the municipal clerk.
onerecognized political parfyin order to test the ability of the Ballots and ballotenvelopes shall be separated and all ballots
automatictabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any errgxceptany that are defective or overvoted shall be placed sepa
is detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and &@felyin the container for return of the ballots, alavith the bal
rectthe error The clerkshall make an errorless count before thigts marked “Duplicate Overvoted Ballots.”

automatictabulating equipment is approvby the clerk for use  (3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter

in the election. mine if any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be counted
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by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damaged(2) At each central counting location, a team of electifin of
or defective so that itannot be properly counted by the automaticials designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit chargeof the location under sulfl) shall check thecontainer
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all vobesthat ballot returnedcontaining theballots to determine that all seals are
by using one of the marking devices so as to transfer all votedrgéict, and thereupon shall open the contaickeck the inspec
the elector to an ditial ballot of that kind used bthe elector who tors’ slip and compare the numbelrballots so delivered against
votedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidicafls the total number of electorsf each ward served by the polling
areselected under £.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party fiiation, ~ placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast and
the election oficials shall consist in each case of at least one elgteliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating
tion official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenevéi of equipment. Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and
cials of both parties are present. The original ballot shall be cleai®al number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that
labeled“Damaged Ballot” and the ballsb produced “Duplicate Purposeand signed by the electionfiofals.
DamagedBallot”, and each shall bear the same number which (3) Uponcompletion of the central count at a county seat, the
shallbe placed thereon by the electiofiaiéls, commencingvith  countyclerk shall return any ballots, statements, tally sheets, or
number“1” and continuing consecutively for the ballots of thaenvelopeselating solely to a municipal election to the appropriate
kind in the ward. The electionfafials shall initial theé'Duplicate  municipalclerk and any ballots, statements, tally sheets, or-enve
Damaged Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container fopes relating solely to a school distrédéction to the school dis
returnof the ballots. Thefficials shall place “Damaged Ballot” trict clerk. In addition, the county clerk shall report the results of
ballotsand their envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope. the central count of votes for eactfioé or referendum by ward

(4) The original ballots shall be preserved wiitle duplicate O by combined wards authorized undei5sl5 (6) (b)to the
ballotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. TRHNicipalclerk of the municipality where the votes are cast.
officials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-elec History: 1979 c. 31,1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 1092011 a. 15.
torsvotingin person, number of absentee ballots deposited in the . . L
ballot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward serveS/ _Tabulating votes. (1) If a central counting location is

by the polling place who voted at the election, which shall Bt utilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the-auto
signedby all the inspectors. matic tabulating equipmenghall be under the direction of the

S . . chiefinspector and shall conform to the requirements of the auto
. (5) If the municipality has designated a central counting IOCﬁ1atictabulating equipment. Hny ballot is not accepted by the
tion to be used to count ballots unde$1 (1) the inSpectors , ;1omatictabulating equipment, the electiorficils shall make
shall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifi®®  yplicate ballot to replace that ballot in the manner prescribed
inspectorsshall then place the slip made out under §tikin the

. . ._in s.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any cen
contal_ner._The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording,| counting location shall be open to the public, but no person,
the write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and @TE

A ’ eptthose employed and authorized for the purpose, may touch
otherballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting an'y ballot, containerenvelope, return or equipment.

systemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the containe (2) Theboard shall, by rule, prescribe uniform standards for

andshall thereupon immediately seal the container witadire determiningthe validity of votes cast a@ttempted to be cast with

i\;izz?tlhgtomgedeg{ égen]n]:?éf'pg‘g cleerk tfhoer g‘eeﬁgr:po.fsd'%sug ch electronic voting system approved for use in this state under
S p Yy COVers pening | s.5.91 The rules shall apply only to situations thety arise in

tainer,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The "Defg,; 1 yhe validity of a vote or attempted vote cast by an elector
tive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each sha]| ilizing a particular system cannot be determined und266.
be securely sealed and the ftagnd thereof of each signed by the History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a, 4842003 a. 265

inspectorsand returned to the central countingation with the
box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. Thegggg Official return.

upon,the municipaktlerk or 2 of the election fifials shall forth The return produced by the automatic

tabulatingequipment shall be appendecthe tally sheet by the

: . ! " andl er¥envassersThe return constitutes a part of wféicial return for
lopesto the central counting location designated bymiuaicipal - he ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check the
clerk. Unless election ditials are selected under&30 (4) () totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tises obvious
withoutregard to party éifiation, the election dfcials shall cor  giscrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any ward
sistin each case of at least one electidiciafl of eachof the 2 o glection district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward or
major political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres glectiondistrict publicly retabulated to correct the return. Upon

ent. completionof the count, the return is open to the public.
History: 1979 c. 31; 1989 a. 1921997 a. 1272001 a. 162005 a. 149 History: 1979 c. 31.
5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations. 5.90 Recounts. (1) Except as otherwise providéuthis sub

(1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall BRapteyrecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shall
underthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electioficl  pe conducted in the manner prescritied.9.01 Except as pro
designatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is gidedin sub.(2) and $9.01 (1) (b) 8s.if the ballots are distributed
the county seat and the municipal clerk delegatesdbgonsibil  to the electors, the board of canvassers shall recoutiathats

ity to supervise the location to the county clémkwhich case the with automatic tabulating equipment. The boardarfivassers
proceedingshall be under the direction of the coualgrk or an  shalltest the automatic tabulating equipment to be used farior
electionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election the recountas provided in $.84 and then the fitial ballots or
officials are selected under&230 (4)(c) without regard to party the record of the votes cast shall be recounted on the automatic
affiliation, the employees at each central counting location, othebulatingequipment. In additiorthe board of canvassers shall
than any speciallytrained technicians who are required for theheckthe ballots for thgresence or absence of the initials and
operationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equalither distinguishing marks, shall examine the ballotarked
divided between members of the 2 major political parties under‘Rejected”, “Defective” and “Objectedo” to determine the pro
7.30 (2) (a)and all duties performed by the employskall be by priety of such labels, and shall compare the “Duplicate Overvoted
teams consisting of agual number of members of each politicaBallots” and “Duplicate Damaged Ballotslith their respective
party whenever siicient persons from each party are availableoriginalsto determine the correctness of the duplicates. Ifelec

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.51(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.85(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/127
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/149
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(4)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.30(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.86(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.15(6)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/127
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/109
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/115
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.85(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.91
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/7.50
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/9.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.90(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/9.01(1)(b)8s.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2011/5.84

21 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. Database = ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.91
VOTING

tronic voting machines are used, the board of canvassers shall geftwarecomponents used with the system than is requineigr
form the recount using the permanent paper record of the vosed.(4).
castby each electors generated by the machines. History: 2005 a. 92
(2) Any candidate, or any elector when for a referendum, ma}g/ o )
by the close of business on the next business daytiadtéast day 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices  and
for filing a petition for a recount under&01, petition the circuit equipment. ~ No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating
courtfor an order requiring ballots under s()to be counted by equipmentor related equipmerdnd materials to be used in an
handor by another method approvedthy court. The petitioner electronicvoting system may be utilized in this state unless it is
in such an action bears the burdeesthblishing by clear and con approvedoy the board. The board may revoke its approval of any
vincing evidence that due tan irregularity defect, or mistake ballot, device, equipment or materials at any time for cause. No
committedduring the voting or canvassing proc#ss results of such ballot, voting device, automatic tabulating equipment or
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produdelatedequipment or material may be approved unlefsfitls
incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabilibe following requirements:
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produce (1) It enables an elector to vote secrecy and to select the
amore correct result and change the outcome of the election partyfor which an elector will vote in secrecy at a partisan primary
(3) A court with whom a petition under sul) is filed shall election.
hear the matter as expeditiously as possible, without a Jurg (3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electowtte
courtmayorder a recount of the ballots by hand or another methg a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one Emtyin
only if it determines that the petitioner has establiglyedear and part from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen
convincingevidence that due to an irregularitiefect, or mistake dentcandidates and in part of candidates whasmes are written
committedduring the voting or canvassing procéss results of in py the elector
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produce 4y enaples an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her own

incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabilj ; :
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will prodq%%grcst%n\f/%rt: %2%?,%? \f/\(/)rritggiynt:fc?tégravrvg grgmrliettg(rishe may

a more correct result and change the outcome of the election: .
Nothing in this section déctsthe right of a candidate or elector, (2) It accommodates aiéferenda to be submitted to the elec

aggrievedby the recount to appeal to circuit court undéx@l (6) torsin the form provided by law

uponcompletion of the recount. (6) The voting device or machine permits an elector fni-a
History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912005 a. 92451; 2007 a. 96 mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized political
Cross—reference: See also chGAB 7, Wis. adm. code. party of his or her choice, and the automatic tabulating equipment

or machine rejects any ballot evhich votes are cast in the Jpri
5.905 Software components. (1) In this section, “soft maryof more than one recognized political pagxcept where a
ware component” includes vote—counting source code, tabbartydesignation is made or wheaa elector casts write—in votes
structures, modules, program narratives and other humarfor candidates of more than one party on a ballot thaisigbuted
readablecomputer instructions used to count votéth an elee to the electar

tronic voting system. (7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons

(2) Theboard shall determine which software components ahdoffices for whom and for which the elector is lawfully entitled
an electronic voting system it considers to be necessary to enablgote; to vote for as many persons for dicefas the elector is
reviewand verification of the accuracy of the automatic tabulatinghtitiedto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon which
equipmentused to record and tally the votes cast with the systefie elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded on
Theboard shall require each vendor of an electronic voting syst@rpallot for an dice or a measure if the number of choices exceeds
thatis approved under 5.91to place those software componentghe numberwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on sudiicef
in escrow with the board within 90 days of the date of appaivalor on such measure, except where an elector casts excess write—in
the system and within 10 days of the dateany subsequent yotesupon a ballot that is distributed to the elector
changein the components. The board shall secure and maintaing) |t hermits an electoat a presidential or gubernatorial elec

thosesoftwarecomponents in strict confidence except as authgon’ by one action to vote for the candidates of a party for-presi

rized in this section. Unless authorized under this section, t ; ; ;
> ' ‘dentand vi resident dor governor and li nant governor
boardshall withhold access to those software comporfeoits resspt:ct?velt):/e president dor governor and lieutenant governo

any person who requests access undéds35 (1) .
(3) The board shall promulgatailes to ensure the security (9) It prevents an elector from voting for the same person more
G

\ L D h anonce for the samefafe, except where an elector castsess
review and verification of software components used with eagtiye"in votes upon a ballot that is distributed to the elector
electronicvoting system approved by the board. The verification . . .
procedureshall include aletermination that the software compo _(10) It is suitably designed fdhe purpose used, of durable
nentscorrespond to the instructiomstually used by the systemconstructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu
to count votes. rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots.

(4) If a valid petition for a recount is filed unde®01in an (11) It records correctlyand counts accurately every vote
election at which an electronic voting system was used to recBf@Perly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytioé total votes
andtally thevotes cast, each party to the recount may design&f%?tthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuation
one or more persons who are authorized to receive access tPtHaalfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the time
softwarecomponents that were used to record tatig the votes thatthe problem occurs is preserved.
in theelection. The board shall grant access to the software com(12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemerit
ponents to each designated person if, before receiving accessgl®etorsas the result of failure to understand the method of epera
personentersinto a written agreement with the board that-oblition or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, auto
gatesthe person to exercise the highest degree of reasarmble matic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.
to maintain the confidentially of all proprietary information to  (13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse
which the person is provided access, unless otherwise permiiggmnectionwith the systenincludes a mechanism which makes
in a contract entered into under s(. the operator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning in

(5) A county or municipality may contract with the vendor ofucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of ttwes could be
anelectronic voting system to permit a greater degree of accesslitained.
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(14) It doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot isnaintenanceor emegency repair services, training of election
punchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector officials and other municipal employees or provision of public

(15) It permits an elector to privately veriflye votes selected €ducationaimaterials for a specified period, or guaranteeing the
by the elector before casting his or her ballot. securityof the computer programs or other equipment or materials

(16) It provides an elector with the opportunity to change h}gg_fe utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such
or her votes and to correct any error or to obtain a replacementq erguaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriate.

aspoiled ballot prior to casting his or her ballot. OOy 79 G- 31 150 CIGAB 7. Wis. adim. code.

(17) Unlessthe ballot is counted at a central counting location, o )
it includes a mechanisfor notifying an elector who attempts t05.93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable
castan excess number of votes for a simgffece that his or her rulesfor the administration of this subchapter
votesfor that ofice will not be counted, and provides the elector History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 333.251 (1)
with an opportunity to correct his or her ballot or to receive and“ross-reference: See aiso ctGAB 7, Wis. adm. code.

casta replacement ballot. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.  When an electronic vot
(18) If the device consists of an electronic voting machine,iifg system employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is
generatesa complete, permanent paper recsindwing all votes used the county and municipal clerk of the county and munieipal
castby each electorthat is verifiable by the electaby either ity in which the polling place designated for use of the system is
visualor nonvisual means as appropriate, before the elector leaegzatedshall cause tbe published, in the type B notices, a true
thevoting area, anthat enables a manual count or recount of eaglstual-sizecopy of theballot containing the names oficés and

vote cast by the elector candidatesand statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly
History: 1979 ¢.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a.  aspossible, in the form iwhich they will appear on thefafial

92,2011 a. 2332 ballot on election day The notice may be published as a newspa
Cross-reference: See also CHGAB 7, Wis. adm. code. perinsert. Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder

of the type B notice is posted.

5.92 Bond may be required. Before entering into a contract History: 1979 c. 31: 2001 a. 16

for the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeamy bal
lots, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or relat&f95 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor
equipmentor materials to be used in connectisith a system, mationto electors in municipalities anbunties using various
any municipality may require the vendor or lessopttovide a per  typesof electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the
formancebond with a licensed surety company as sugetsiran  informationspecified in s10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
teeingthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, prthe type B notice information is inapplicable.

vision of adequate computer programming, preventive History: 1979 c. 31.
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