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CHAPTER 237
FOX RIVER NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEM AUTHORITY
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237.01 Definitions. In this chapter: anyvacancy The board of directors may take action upon a vote
(1) “Authority” means the Fox River Navigational Systen®f a majorityof the members present, unless the bylaws of the

Authority. authorityrequire a lager number
(2) “Board of directors” means the board of directors of the (6) Theboard of directors shall appoint a chief executifiie

authority. cerwho shall not be a membef the board of directors and who
(3) “Fiscal year’ means the period beginning on July 1 arghallserve at the pleasure of the board of directors. The authority

endingon the following June 30. may delegate by resolution to one or more of its membeits or

p e ; : ; executivedirector any powers and duties that it considers proper
(4) “Lock” includes any spillway associated with the lock. The chief executive dicer shall receive such compensatias

(5) “Navigational system” means locks, harbors, real prognay pe determined by tHeoard of directors. The chief executive

erty, structures, and facilities related to navigation that are Ioca@@cer or other person designated by resolution of the board of

onor near the Fox Riveincluding locks, harbors, real property girectorsshallkeep a record of the proceedings of the authority

structuresand facilitiesthat were under the ownership or control,qshall be custodian of all books, documeats] papers filed

of the federal government on Apfil 1984. “Navigational sys \yith the authoritythe minute book or journal of the autharipd

tem” does not include dams on the Fox River its official seal. The chief executivefufer or other person may
History: 2001 a. 1655.1337 3128 2001 a. 104 causecopiesto be made of all minutes and other records and-docu

mentsof the authority and may give certificatasder the dicial

237.02 Creation and organization of authority. : . .
(1) Thereis created a public %ody corporate and politicyto bsealof the authority to the &dct that such copies are true copies,

known as the'Fox River Navigational System Authority The Andall persons dealing with the authority may rely upon such cer

bmoeari]otl)grfsglirectors of the authority shall consist of the followin f':f;toe; 2001 a. 16

(a) Six members nominated by the goverremd with the 237.03 Duties of authority. (1) GENERAL DUTIES. In addi
adviceand consent of the senate appointed, for 3—year termstion to all other duties imposed under this chapterauthority

(b) Thesecretary of natural resources, or his or her designsballdo all of the following:

(c) The secretary of transportation, or his or her designee. (&) Adopt bylaws and policies and procedui@sthe regula

(d) The director of the state historical socjedy his or her tion of its afairs and the conduct of its business.
designee. (b) Contract for any legal services required for the authority

(Im) (a) Two of the 6 members appointed under gt (a) (c) Establish thewuthoritys annual budget and monitor the fis
shall be residents of Brown Coungyshall be residents of Outa cal management of the authority
gamieCounty and 2 shall be residents oftnllebago County (d) Procure liability insurance covering itsfioérs and

(b) At least one of the 2 members appointed from each of @@ployeesand procure insurance against any loss in connection
countiesspecified in par(a) shall be a resident of a gitillage, ~With its property and other assets.
or town in which is located a lock that is part of the navigational (e) Make every reasonable@tft to contract with one or more
system. corporationgo provide the services specified unde237.09 (2)

(2) A vacancy on the board of directors shall be filled in the (2) DuUTIESUPONLEASING. Uponentering into the lease under
samemanner as theriginal appointment to the board of directors.237.06 the authority shall rehabilitate, repaiplace, operate,
for the remainder of the unexpired term, if any andmaintain the navigational system.

(3) A member of the board of directors may not be compen History: 2001 a. 16
satedfor his or her services but shall be reimbursed for actual
necessaryexpenses, including travel expenses, incurred in t
performanceof his or her duties.

(4) No cause of action of any nature may arise against and : .
civil liability may be imposed upon a member of the bazrd tﬂ%lch?ptertgebziuthontytmay. tricted unde?3s.05 (1
directorsfor any act or omission in the performance of his or her (1) Incur debt, except as restricted un .05 (1)
powers and duties under this chapterless the person asserting (2) Sue and be sued.
liability proves that the act or omission constitutes willful miscon (3) Hire employees, define their duties, and fix their rate of
duct. compensation.

(5) Themembers ofhe board of directors shall annually elect (4) Havea seal and alter the seal at pleasure; have perpetual
a chairperson and may elect othdicefs as they consider appro €xistenceand maintain an &te.
priate. Five voting members dhe board of directors constitute (5) Appointany technical or professional advisory committee
aquorum for the purpose of conducting the busineseaectis that the authority finds necessary to assist the authority in exercis
ing the powers of the authorjtgotwithstanding the existence ofing its duties and powers. The authority shall define the duties of

.04 Powers of authority. The authority shall have all the
powers necessary or convenient to catrythe purposes and pro
visionsof this chapter In addition to all other powers granted by
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the committee, and provide reimbursement for the expenses of thg€2) State FUNDING. From the appropriation under20.370
committee. (5) (cq)and before applying the percentages unden.82 (4) (b)

(6) Enterinto contracts with 3rd parties as are necessary f@s the department of natural resources shall set aside for the reha
the rehabilitation, repajreplacement, operation, or maintenancgilitation and repair of the navigational system $400,000 in each
of the navigational system. fiscal year to be matched by the moneys raised un@a7s09 (2)

(7) Acquire, lease, subject to £37.05 (2) and dispose of (b). The funding shall be set asideginning with the first fiscal

ropertyas is necessary for the rehabilitation, repaiplacement, yearb.eginning after the submittal of the ipitial management plan
gpeF;atic)Jln or maintenarr%/ce of the navigational ggstgm. submittedunder s237.07 (1)andshall continue to be set aside in

. . S eachof the next 6 consecutive fiscal years. From the funitiag
(8) Accept gifts and other fundindor the rehabilitation, g qetagide, the department shall release to the authorepdor
repair,replacement, operation, or maintenaatthe navigational fiscal year an amourgqual to the total amount raised by each cor
system.

. o porationunder s237.09 (2) (b¥or which matching fundingas
(9) Chargeuser fees for services the authoptpvides to the ot been previously released.

operatorsf watercraft using the navigational system. (3) OTHER FUNDING. The authority shall encourage and may
(10) Chargefees for use of facilities of the navigatiosgls  acceptcontributions and funding for the rehabilitation, repair
temas provided in s16.845 replacementpperation, or maintenance of the navigationat sys
History: 2001 a. 16 tem. The authority shatilso accept funding raised by each cerpo

. . . rationunder s237.09 (2)
237.05 Restrictions on authority. (1) The authority may  pigiory: 2001 a. 16

notissue bonds.

(2) Theauthority may not sublease all,any part of, the navi 237.09 Requirements for nonprofit corporations.
gationalsystem without the approval of the department of admi(L) Eachcorporation contracted with undei287.03 (1) (eshall
istration. be a nonprofit corporatioas described in secti@®1 (c) (3) of the

History: 2001 a. 16 Internal Revenue Code that exempt from federal income tax

undersection501 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code and shall be

237.06 Lease. Upon transfer ofhe ownership of the naviga basedn one or more of the counties in which the navigational sys

tional system by the federal government to the state, the depe&stnis located.

ment of administration on behalf of the state and the authority (2) Eachcorporation contracted with under287.03 (1) (e)

shallenter into a leasegreement under which the state shall leag@a||do all of the following:

the navigational system to the authority for nominal consider : . Craia .

ation. The secretary aidministration shall determine the amounéu(a) Provide marketing and fund-raising services tfioe

thority.
of the rental payments.
History: 200121_ 31/6 (b) Make every reasonable@tt to raise $2,750,000 of local

or private funding for the rehabilitation and repair of the naviga

237.07 Management plan; financial statements. (1) (a) tonalsystem. _ _
The authority shall submit to the department of administration a () Accept for investment moneys receivedty authority for
planthat does all the following: rehabilitationand repair under 837.08and invest the moneys at

1. Addresses the costs of and funding for the rehabilitatioh ate of return that the authority finds adequate to enable the
repair, replacement, operation, and maintenance of the navigithorityto exercise its duties and powemsrehabilitating and
tional system. epairingthe navigational system.

2. Describes how thauthority will manage its funds to ensure (3) If the authority contracts with more than one corporation

that suficient funding is available to abandon the navigation&inders.237.03 (1) (g)all of the corporations shall make theoef

systemif the operation of the navigational system is no longer fel raise the total of $2,750,000.
sible. History: 2001 a. 16

18(()t:j) The authority shall submit the plan under. jg@y within 237.10 Rapide Croche lock. (1) Upon entering intdhe
ays after the date on which the state and the autteoriey | der 23706 th thoritv shall maintain th |
into the lease agreement specified i837.06 easeunder s237.06 the authority shall maintain the sea lamprey
) . barrierat the Rapide Croche lock accorditogspecifications of
(2) The authority shall update and resubmit the plan undgfe gepartment of natural resourceider to prevent sea lam
sub.(1) upon the request of the department of administration. preysand other aquatic nuisance species from moving upstream.
(3) (a) For each fiscal yeathe authority shall submit to the 2y f the authority decides to construct a means to transport
departmentf administration an audited financial statement of thgaiercraftaround the Rapide Croche lock, the authority shall
funding received by the authority from thiepartment of natural yeye|opa plan for the construction that includes steps to be taken
resourcesinder s237.08 (2)andby the authority from contribu 4 control sea lampreyand other aquatic nuisance species. The
tions and other funding acceptedthg authority under 837.08 g ;thority shall submit the plan to the department of natural
@) resourcesand may not implement the plan unless it has been
(b) The financial statement under p@) shall include notes approvedby the department.
thatexplain in detail the specif&ources of funding contained in istory: 2001 a. 16104
the financial statement.
(4) Foreach fiscal year in which moneys arédtoreleased to 237.11 Political activities. (1) No employee of the author
the authority by the department of naturglsources under s. ity may directly or indirectly solicit or receive subscriptiars
237.08 each corporation specified in287.09shall submit to the contributionsfor any partisan political party or any political pur
authorityan audited financial statement of #amount raised by posewhile engaged in his or herfioial duties as an employee.
the corporation under 237.09 (2) (b¥or that fiscal year No employee of the authority may engage in any form of political
History: 2001 a. 16 activity calculated to favor or improve the chances of any political
party or any person seeking or attempting to hold partisan political
237.08 Sources of funding. (1) FeperaL FUNDING. The office while engaged in his or herfimial duties as an employee
authorityshall accept feder&linding for the rehabilitation, repair or engage in any political activity while not engaged in his or her
replacementoperation, and maintenance of the navigational sysfficial duties as an employee to such an extent that the person’
temand shall agree with any conditions attached to the fundirgfficiency during working hours wilbe impaired or that he or she
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will be tardy or absent from work. Any violation of this section (2) All of the expenses incurred by the authority in exercising
is adequate grounds for dismissal. its duties and powers under this chapter shall be payable only from

(2) If an employee of the authority declares an intention to rfkndsof the authority
for partisan political dfce, the employee shall be placed on a History: 2001 a. 16
leaveof absence for the duration of the election campaigrifand37 13 Exemption. (1) In this section, “lockstructure”

electedshall no longer be employed by the authority on assumipg|udesa spillway of a lock and excludes the canal body of a lock.

the duties and responsibilities of suctiicg. (2) Any activity or workthat is performed on a lock structure
(3) An employeeof the authority may be granted, by the chiefhatis partof the navigational system is exempt from any permit

executiveofficer, a leave of absence to participate in partisasr other approval required under & or 31.

political campaigning. History: 2001 a. 16

(4) Person®n leave of absence under s{#).or (3) shall not

be subject to the restrictions of s, except as thegpply to the 237.14 Abandonment. If the authority determines the opera

licitationof ist bscriof f tion of the navigational system is no longer feasible, the authority

solicitationof assistance, subscription, or support fromatier g\ sypmit 4 plan to the department of administration and to the

employeeln the authority departmenbf natural resources describing the steps the authority

History: 2001 a. 16104, will take inabandoning the navigational system. The navigational

R . . Systemmay not be abandoned unless both the department of

237.12 Liability limited. (1) Neither the state nor any politi agministratiorand the department of natural resources determine

cal subdivision of the state nor anyfioér, employee, or agewf  thatthe plan for abandonment will preserve the public rights in the

the state ora political subdivision who is acting within the scopgox River, will ensure safetyand will protect life, health, and

of employment or agency is liable for any debt, obligation, act, gfoperty.

omissionof the authority History: 2001 a. 16
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