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CHAPTER 171
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

SUBCHAPTERI 171.07 Common carriers, lien for transportation.
PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF A 171.08 Restored to donors or applied to charity
CONSIGNEE OR BAILEE SUBCHAPTER Il
171.01 Duty of consignee or bailee. PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF
171.03 Officers’ fees. A MUSEUM OR ARCHIVES
171.04 Perishable propertheld for carriage or storage, how disposed of. 171.30 Definitions.
171.05 Perishable propertyeld otherwise, how disposed of. 171.31 Loans of property to a museum or archives.
171.06 Unclaimed propertyhow disposed of. 171.32 Acquiring title to abandoned property
171.065 Disposition of proceeds. 171.33 Acquiring title to undocumented property
SUBCHAPTERI chargeif the proceeds of the sale are noffisiént to pay all the
chargesand the balancd, any, the judge or supplemental court
PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF A commissioneshall immediately pay over to the treasurethef
CONSIGNEE OR BAILEE judge’sor commissionés countywith a copy of all the proceed
ingsin the matter The county treasurer shall file the copyia
or her ofice.

171.01 Duty of consignee or bailee. ~Whenever any per .
sonalproperty shall be consigned to or deposited with any-com (4) Theperson in whose custody such property shall be when
mon carrief forwarding merchant, wharfingawarehouse keeper @ny such proceeding for the sale thersbfll be commenced,
innkeeperor the keeper of any depfarr the storage of baggage,Sh"?‘” immediately notify the consignor and consignee of such sale,
merchandiser other personal propetuch consignee or baileeWhich notice shall be in writing, and shall be serbgdeaving a
shallimmediately cause to be entered in a proper book kept by 89y thereof with the consignor and consignee, personally or by
consignee or bailee a descriptiorsathproperty with the date of Mail-

thereception thereof; and if treame shall not have been so-con History: 1977 ¢. 4491993 a. 4822001 a. 61

signedor deposited for the purpose of being forwarded or di
posedof according to directions received by such consignee
baileeat or before his or her reception therdwd consignee or
baileeshall immediately notify the owner by méilereof, if the

i}l.os Perishable property , held otherwise, how dis -
posed of. If any property is perishable or subject to delogpy
keeping,the person in whose custody the property is, the person’
owner’sname and residente known or can with reasonable-dili 29€ntor attorneymay make an &flavit of this fact and present
gencebe ascertained. the affidavit to a circuit judge or supplemental court commis
History: 1983 a. 50.43; 1993 a. 482 sionerfor the county in which the property is located, and the
judge or supplemental court commissioner shall immediately
171.03 Officers’ fees. The fees allowed under this sub makean order requiring the shédrir any constable of the county
chapterto any sherifor constable are the same fees allowed g immediately inspect the properaind if it is found to beerish
law to a sheriffor sales upon execution. ableor subject to decay by keeping, to make and retuafiidavit
History: 1993 a. 18 of this fact. Upon the return of thidfigavit, the judge or supple
. . mentalcourt commissionemaking the order shall immediately
171.04 Perishable property , held for carriage or stor- jssyean order requiring theherif or constable to sell the property
age, how disposed of. (1) If any property delivered tany  at public auction, giving notice of the time and placéhefsale by
forwarding merchant, wharfinger or warehouse keefmrcar  pyplicationof a class 1 notice, under @85, and serving upon the
riageor storage, is in a staté decay or manifestly liable to imme consignorthe consignee and the custodian of the propéthey
diate damage and decdlye person ihosecustody the property areknown, acopy of the notice by mail. The shéof constable
is, the persorg agent or attorngynay make an &flavit of this  gpa| at the time and place fixed by the notice, unless the property
fact, andpresent the &flavit to a circuit judge or supplementalpasheen otherwise lawfully disposed of, sell the property at public
court commissioner for the county in which the property igyction,and shall make full return of his or her execution of the
located,and the circuit judge or supplemental court commissiongfder and return the sameith an inventory of the property and
shallimmediately make aarder requiring the shefifr any COR  {he proceeds of the sale, after deducting his or her fees, to the judge
stable of the county to immediately inspect the propeayd o gypplemental court commissioner making the oréeom the
directinghim or heyif it is found to ben a state of decay or mani roceedsof the sale, the judge or supplemental court commis
festly liable to immediate damage or decaysummarily selthe  gjonershall pay all legal chges that have been incurred in rela
propertywithout notice. . o tion to the propertyor a ratable proportion of each ajeyif the
(2) If the sherifor constable, upon inspectidinds the prop  proceedwf the sale are naficient to pay all the chges; and
erty to be in a statef decay or manifestly liable to immediate the balance, if anythe judge or supplemental court commissioner
damageor decaythe sherifor constable shall attach to theder  shallimmediately pay over to the treasurer of the cqumith a
his or her afidavit stating such fact,. and shall make an inventolyopy of all the proceedings in the matteFhe county treasurer
of the propertyand shall summarily sell the property withoukhalifile the copy in his or her fi¢e. The person in whoseistody
notice, and shall make full return of the sh&sfor constable’ the property is when theroceedinggor the sale were commenced
executionof the order to the judge or supplemental coamhimis  shallimmediately notify the consignor and consignee of the sale,

sionerwho issued the same, together with the shsrifrconsta i writing which shall be served by leaving a copy with the-con
ble's affidavit, inventory and theproceeds of said sale, aftersignor and consignee personally or by mail.

deductingthe sheriff s or constablg’fees therefrom. History: 1977 c. 4492001 a. 61

(3) Fromthe proceeds of such sale, the judgsupplemental
court commissioner shall pay all legal chesthat have been 171.06 Unclaimed property , how disposed of. When
incurredin relation to the propertpr a ratablgroportion of each any property is not perishable or subject to decay and is not
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claimedand taken away within one yedaifter it was received, it whichit is contained, the amount of chas thereon and the name
may be sold as follows: The person in whose custody the propesfythe consignee and consignor thereof, or the owner thereof, if
is, or the persos’ agent or attorngynay make an &flavit of the known; provided, if there is no satisfactory bid at such auction
facts and present the same to a judge or supplemental court ceaie,the common carrier may remove the property to some other
missionerof the county in which the property is located and sudity, village or town of not less than 5,000 inhabitants within the
judge or supplemental court commissioner shall immediatetateand there proceed to sell the same at public auction after giv
issuean orderrequiring the sheffifor any constable of the countying additional notice by mailing and posting as provided in this
to sell the property at public auction, giving 60 days’ notice of thgaragraph.

time and place of the sale to thensignorthe consignee and the  (b) If any property not perishable in its nature shall be left upon
custodianof the property This notice shall be in writingnd any vehicle or upon the premises of any common caroiger
servedpersonally or by mail upon the persons whose names aRéinby storing or checking the same, said common carrier shall
residencesre known. If the name or residence of any of the peftorethe same subject to the order of the owner thereof, ahe, if
sonsis unknown and canndie ascertained with reasonable-dilisamebe unclaimed for a period of 60 days, such common carrier
gencethe sherifor constable shall make arfidévit of this fact may proceed to sell the same at public auction in the manner and
and_shall publish alass 3 notice, under_ ¢85, in the county At uponnotice as specified in pdg).

thetime and place of the sale the sHasifconstable shall sell the ~ (3y Fyyit, fresh fish, oysters, game and other perishable-prop

propertyat public auction and shall make a full return of the-shegrty after having been retained for 24 hours after notice te con
iff's or constables proceedings under the order to the judge @fgneeif the consignee be known, may be sold, either at public or
supplementatourt commissioner issuing tbeder together with ~ yrjyate sale in the discretimf the common carrier for the highest
proof of service or publication of the notice of the sale, and afjice that the same will bring.

inventory of the property sold and the proceeds of the sale after (4) After the lawful chages of the common carrier fomns

deductingthe sherif s orconstables fees. From the proceeds of, . tionand storage for the period of compulsory retensiail

the sale the judge or supplemental cagmmissioner shall pay q jeqycted from the proceeds of the sale, the overplus, if any

all legal chages that have been incurred in relation to the prqpergha” be held by the common carrier subject to the order of the

including the chages of the persoin whose custody the pr°|Derty0\/\ﬁ]1er,and, at any time within 12 months after such sale, upon the
g

waswhen the proceedings were begun, or a ratable proportionygf, 1\ i the ownerthe common carrier shall pay the same to the
eachchage if the proceeds of the sale are noficent to pay all

of the chages. The judge or supplemental court commission€l oy . 1993 a. 246482 491

shallimmediately pay any balance remaining over to the treasurer

of his or her countywith a copy of all proceedings the matter 171.08 Restored to donors or applied to charity . When

The county treasurer shall file the copy in his or hdicef The ever, upon the occurrence of a cycloregnflagration or like

personin whose custody the property is when any procedding calamity,5 or more persons contribute moneys to a common fund

the sale is commenced shall immediately notify the consignor afud the relief of the stiérers by such calamity the surplus magney

consigneeof the sale, in writing, and served by leavingopy if exceeding $25 in amount, remaining unexpended for sueh pur

thereofwith the consignor andonsignee, personally or by mail.posein the hands of any person authorized to receive and disburse
History: 1993 a. 4822001 a. 61 the money after the expiration of 6 months from the date of the

) N calamityshall be disposed of as provided in this sectiofthiW/

171.065 Disposition of proceeds.  If the owner of property 10 days after the expirationf such 6 months the person having

sold under this chapter or tbenefs legal representatives, at anypossessiowf the surplus shall make and causeéublished a

time within 5 years after proceeds frdive sale have been deposcompleteitemizedstatement of all moneys paid into the fund, all

ited in the county treasuryurnishes satisfactory evidence to thejisbursementtherefrom and the amount of the unexperiokeid

treasureof the ownership of the propertyne owner or the own ance. Thepublication shall be made as a class 1 notice, under ch.

er'slegal representatives shall be entitled to receive the amoundgs, in the town, city or village whereithe calamity occurred.

the proceeds deposited with the treasutethe owner or the own  Thereshall be annexed to and published véitieh statement a

er'slegalrepresentatives do not claim the sale proceeds within thétice, signed by the person having possession of the surplus, to

5-yearperiod, the proceeds shall belong to the county the effect that the person will pay to each of the contributors to
i . ) the notice, afterdeducting expenses of publishing the notice, if
171.07 Common carriers, lien for transportation. paymentthereof is duly demanded within 60 days from diage

(1) Any property transported or stored with, or lgfth any com  of the publication of the notice, and that after the expiration of the

mon carriey including property checked in any check room of paperiodall moneys not so returned to contributefi be donated

cellockermaintained upon the premises of such carsieall be  to one or moreharities to be named in the noticeithi 5 days

subjectto a lien for the lawful chges thereon for the transporta after the expiration of the 60 days the person havingsthiplus

tion and storage thereof. in his or her possession shall deliver it to the charity or one or more
(2) (a) If any property not perishable in its nature shall be pesf thecharities mentioned in the notice, and on delivery of the sur

mittedto remain in the possession of a common cawigclaimed plus and the filing of a receipt therefanith anaffidavit of the

or refused, for a period of 60 days, with the lawful gearthereon publicationandmailing of the notice and statement, in thiicef

due and unpaid, such common carrier may proceed to sell thiethe clerk of the county in which the calamity occurred, shall not

sameat public auction at itstation at the destination of the shipthereafteibe liable or accountable therefor to the contribubdrs

ment,or point of storage or checking of said propeaffer mait  the fund, any portion of them or any other person.

ing at least 10 days’ notice by United States mail of the amount offiistory: 1979 c. 10.

the chages to the consignor and consignee, if it be property-trans

portedby it, and to the owner if ive property stored or checked

by it, if their whereabouts are known, or if their whereabouts be SUBCHAPTERII
unknown,then as to property transported, to the consignor at the PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF
originatingpoint of the shipment and tbe consignee at the des

tination of the shipment, and in addition thereto posting, at its sta A MUSEUM OR ARCHIVES

tion, in a conspicuous place accessible to the public, for a period o .

of not less than 10 days, a noticetus time and place of the pro 171.30 Definitions. In this subchapter:

posedsale. Said notice shall contain a description of the property(1) “Archives” means anonprofit oganization or a public
to be sold,if known, and if not, a description of the package iagencywhose primary functiongnclude selecting, preserving
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andmaking available records of historical or enduring value, and (d) A statement that the museum or archives will make

thatis open to the public on a regular basis. “Archives” does rarangementsiith the owner to return the property to the owner

includea public library or disposeof the property as the owner requests if the owner sub
(2) “Loan” means the placement of property with a museum.itsla written claim to th.e property t(? the museum or archives

or archives that is not accompanied by a transfer of title of tiéthin 60 days after receipt of the notice.

propertyto the museum or archives and for which there is some(e) The notice shall be substantially in the following form:

record that the owner intended to retain title to the property NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF PROPERY
“Loan” does not include transfers between museums, betweenry. (name of owner)
archivesor between museums and archivatess the transferring .... (address of owner)

institution specifically provides in writing that the transfer is a Pleasebe advised that the loan agreement is terminatettidor

loan under this subchapter i o _ following property (describe the property in fitient detail to
(3) “Museum” means a nonprofit ganization or a public igentify the property):

agencythat is operated primarily for the purpose of collecting, cat
aloging, preserving or exhibiting property of educational, scien
tific, historic, cultural or aesthetic interest and that is opentothe_ - "" e
public on a regular basis. “Museum” does not include a public Theabove described propertyat you loaned fo .... (name and
library. addressf museum or archivesjill be considered abandoned by

(4) “Nonprofit organization” hasthe meaning given in s. YoU @nd will become the property of ... (name of museum or
108.02(19) archives)if you fail to submit to the museum or archives a written

claimto the property within 60 days after receipt of this notice.

If you do submit a written claim to the property within 60 days
afterreceipt of this notice, .... (nanoé museum or archives) will
arrangeto return the property to you or dispose of the property as
171.31 Loans of property to a museum or archives. yourequest. The cost of returning the property to you or disposing
(1) Eachmuseum or archives shall keep accuratmrds of all Of the property is your responsibility unless yave made other
propertyon loan to the museum or archives, including the narfg@ngementsiith the museum or archives.
andaddress ofhe ownerif known, and the beginning and ending

(5) “Property” means personal property

(6) “Public agency” has the meaning given i256.15 (1) (n)
History: 1993 a. 182007 a. 130

dateof the loan period. At the time that a person makes a loan to (name of person to contact at
a museum or archives, the museum or archives shall give the museum or archives and address
ownerof the property a copy of this subchapttfra museum or of museum or archives)

archivesis notified of a change in the ownership of any property . :
loanedto a museum or archives, the museum or archives sgg%li@) If the notice sent by the museum or archives unde(2ub.

inform the new owner of the provisions of the loan agreement it_urne% t(l)l the mu?eumf%arcgivej unddelivered,t th; muz?um or
X ivesshall givenotice of the abandoned property by publica
38%”5‘3“1 the new owner copy of this subchapteNot less than tjon of a class 2 notice under @85 containing the following:
ays before a museum or archives changes its address or |?

solves, the museum or archives shall notify all owners of that (@) The name and last-known address of the present.owner
changeof address or dissolution. If museum or archives (b) A description of the property
becomeshe owner of property under $71.320r 171.33 the (c) A statement that the property is abandoned and that the
museumor archives shall maintain any recottat the museum museumor archives will become the owner of the property if no
or archives has regarding the property for not less than 2 yep@sson can prove his or her ownership of the property
after the date on which the museum or archives becomes thgd) A statement that a person claiming ownership of the-prop
ownerof the property erty shall notify the museurar archives in writing of that claim

(2) The owner of property loaned to a museum or archivesithin 60 days after publication of the last legal notice.
shall provide the museum or archives with written notice of any (e) The name and mailing address of the person who may be
changeof the ownets address, of his or her designated agent, ofntacted at the museum or archives if a person wants to submit
the designated agestaddress, and of the name and addreseof a written claim to the property
new owner if therds a change in the ownership of the property (4) (a) If the museum or archives receivasimely written
loanedto the museum or archives. claim for the property from the owner or his or her agent in

History: 1993 a. 18 responseo the notice sent under su@) or (3), the museum or
171.32 Acquiing tite to abandoned property archives shall return the property to the owner or dispose of the

: ¥ roperty as the owner requestsThe owner shall advise the
(1) Propertyloaned to a museum or archives whose loan has %ﬁseumor archives in writing as to how the property shall be dis
expirationdate is abandoned when there haseen written con sedof or returned to the owneCosts of returning theroperty
yearsafor that expiraion date ﬁ?”J{S‘f&ﬁ%i?ﬂ!iiéﬂ%ﬁéfﬁiﬁ%disposing of the property shall be the responsibilty of the
the property is abandoned when there haseen written contact hr:;lrjrna{ﬁszmaen?sw ner and theuseum or archives have made
betweerthe owner anthe museum or archives for at least 7 yea% 9 ) . . . . .
afterthe museum or archives took possession of the property for(tbh)elggger?t‘ﬁ?é‘m grpeérrcsrgxeostr:g?%\genstﬁélrpr)]eerl)s/ovxrilt\}ﬁg %2':(‘3 d
d (2) If a museum or archives wishissacquire title to aban the property to the museum or archives in response to the notice
onedproperty the museum or archiveshall, not less than 60 tund 2 or(3). th hi hall. within 60
daysafter property is abandoned under gif. send a notice by sentunder SUb(. ) or (3), the museum or archives shaf, within 6t
certified mail with return receint requested to the owséast— daysafter receipt of the written claim, determine if the claim is
known address. The notice sr?all c?)ntain all of the following: valid. A claimant shall submit proof of ownership with the claim.
' . . " If _ more than one person submits a timely written clame,
~ (a) A statement that the loan is terminated and that the propgfifseumor archives may delay itdetermination of ownership
is abandoned. until the competingclaims are resolved by agreement or legal
(b) A description of the property action. If the museunor archives determines that the claim is
(c) A statement that the museumarchives will become the valid, or if the competing claims are resolved by agreement or
ownerof the property if th@resent owner does not submit a writjudicial action, the museum or archives shall return the property
tenclaim to the property to the museum or archives within 60 daysthe claimant submitting the valid claim or dispose ofptop
afterreceipt of the notice. erty as the valid claimant requests. Costeetidirning the property
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or disposing of the property shall be the responsibility of the vali?1.33 Acquiring title to undocumented property
claimant. Propertyin the possession of a museum or archives which the

(c) If the museum or archives does not receive a timely writt§iuseunor archives has reason to believe is on loan and for which
claim to the property or if the museum or archives determines tHa@ museum or archives does not know the ownbave any rea
no valid timely claimto the property was submitted, the museursonablemeans of determining the owner becortiesproperty of
or archives becomes the owner of the propefilye museum or the museum or archives if no person has claimed the property
archivesbecomes the owner of the property on the day #fter within 7 years after the museum or archives took possession of the
periodfor submitting a written claim ends or on the day after tHgroperty. The museum or archives becomes the owner of the
museumnor archives determines that no valid timely written claifaropertyon the day after the 7-year period erfdse from all
wassubmitted. The museum archives owns the property freeclaims.
from all claims. History: 1993 a. 18

History: 1993 a. 18
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