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CHAPTER 349
VEHICLES — POWERS OF STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES

SUBCHAPTERI 349.137 Authority to regulate use of motor vehicle immobilization devices.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 349.14 Authority to use parking meters.
349.01 Words and phrases defined. 349.145 Authority to establish disabled parking enforcement assistance councils.
349.015 Applicability of chapter to electric personal assistive mobility devices. 349.15  Authority to modify weight limitations and classify highways.
349.02 Police and trdic officers to enforce law 349.16 Authority to impose special or seasonal weight limitations.
349.025 Quotas relating to the enforcement officafegulations prohibited. 349.17 Authority of cities, villages and towns to regulate heavyitraf
349.03 Regulation by local authorities forbidden; exceptions. 349.18 Additional trafic—control authority of counties and municipalities.
349.04 Truck driver education surclges. 349.185 Authority to regulate certain events and pedestrians.
SUBCHAPTER Il 349.19 Authority to require accident reports.
EXPRESS REGULAORY POWERS 349.20  Authority to prohibit use of bridges for fishing or swimming.
349.06 Authority to adopt trdic regulations in strict conformity with state law 349-21 Authority to regulate school bus warning lights.
349.065 Uniform trafic control devices. 349.215 Authority to appoint school crossing guards.
349.07 Authority to designate through highways. 349.22  Authority to establish mass transit way
349.08 Cost of signs and tréi€ control signals. 349.23  Authority to designate bicycle lanes and bicycle ways.
349.085 Authority to install stop signs at railroad grade crossings. 349.235 Authority to restrict use of in-line skates on roadway N
349.09 Authority to remove prohibited signs or signals. 349.236 Authority to regulate operationf electric personal assistive mobility
349.10 Authority to designate one-way highways, safety zongss and lanes. devices.
349.105 Authority to prohibit certain tréit on expressways and freeways. SUBCHAPTERIII
349.11 Authority to modify speed restrictions. LICENSING POWERS
349.12 Authority to designate no—passing zones. 349.24 Authority to license taxicab operators and taxicabs.

349.13 Authority to regulate the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles. ~ 349.25 Authority to license hayrack and sleigh rides.
349.135 Authority to regulateradios or other electric sound amplification devices349.26  Authority to allow the operation of neighborhood electric vehicles.

SUBCHAPTERI atraffic officer or motor vehicle inspector in the performance of
duties under s110.075 (2)
GENERAL PROVISIONS (b) The statutes and ordinances coveneder par(a) are all
of the following:
349.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and 1. This chapter and local ordinances enacted under this chap
phrasesdefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in thigr.
chapterunless a dferent definition is specifically provided. 2. Chaptei961 and local ordinances that strictly conform to
(2) In thischapter“chaufeur” means a person employed fulls. 961.573 (1)or (2), 961.574 (1)or (2), or961.575 (1)or (2).
time or on a regular basis, including leased driviershe princi 3. Chapter841to 346
pal purpose of operating a motor vehicle. 4. Local ordinances enacted unde%.54 (25)or (25m)or
History: 1989 a. 105 66.0107 (1) (bm)
349.015 Applicability of chapter to electric personal (c) Notwithstanding paia), a law enforcement bEer may

assistive mobility devices. ~ An electric personassistive Nhotstop a vehicle solely becaute vehicles color difers from
mobility device shall be considered a vehicle for purposéisiof the_ color stated in the appllqatlon for registration of that vehicle.
chapter,except those provisionshich by their express terms This paragraph does not limit tfaithority of a law enforcement
apply only to motor vehicles or which by their very nature woul@fficer to issue a citation for improper registration of a vehicle
haveno application to electric personal assistive mobility deviceghosecolor difflers from the color stated in the applicationreg

History: 2001 a. 90 istrationof the vehicle, if the diérenceis observed in the course
] S of a stop or inspection made for other purposes.
349.02 Police and traffic officers to enforce law . (1) It (3) (@) In this subsection, “photo radar speed detection”

is the duty of the police, shefii and traffc departments of every meanghe detection of a vehickespeed by use afradar device
unit of government and each authquzed department of the statedehpinedwith photographic identification of the vehicle.
enforcechs.34610 348and350. Police oficers, sheris, deputy (b) Notwithstanding sub(l1), the state and local authorities

sheriffs and trafic officers are authorized to direct all fiaf . 5ot yse photo radar speed detectidetermine compliance
within their respective jurisdictions either in person or by mea)sih any speed restriction imposed bB46.57 346.58 346.59

gg\élslualhor audltglefsf_lgnal t'ﬂ dccordance W'tlh (Svr?to 348 ?]nd 346.5950r 349.110r a local ordinance in conformity therewith.
300 Inthe event of Tire oother emegency police OTICers, SNer . 1971 ¢. 2771987a. 34399 1991 a. 39269, 1993 a. 2461995 a. 13,
iffs, deputysherifs and trdfic officers and dicers of the fire 201, 448 1999 a. 991999 a. 15G.672 2003 a. 1932005 a. 16.

departmentaydirect trafic as conditions may require notwith  In case of an emgency asherif has the power to temporarily close any highway
standingthe provisions of ch846to 348 and350. in the county and to divert tfa. 67 Atty. Gen. 335.

(2) (a) Notwithstanding sut{1), a police dicer, sherif, dep 349 025 Quotas relating to the enforcement of  traffic
uty sherif, traffic officer or motor vehicle inspector may rstop regulations prohibited. (1) In this section:

or inspect a vehicle soletp determine compliance with a statute p » . . :
or ordinance specified under péb) unless the police fifer, 16éaf)35(|2_551\(/\é)enforcement dicer” hasthe meaning given in s.
sheriff, deputy sherff traffic officer or motor vehicle inspector RO L o

hasreasonabie cause to believe that a violation of a statateior _ (0) “Political subdivision” means a citwillage, town or
nancespecified under patb) hasbeen committed. This para COUNtY- _ o

graphdoes notimit the authority of a police @ter, sherif, dep (c) “State agency” means arfioé, commission, department
uty sherif, traffic officer or motor vehicle inspector to make arPr independent agency in the executive branch of state govern
arrestor issue a citation for a violation of any statute or ordinan&eent.

specifiedunder par(b) observed in the course of a stop or inspec (d) “Traffic regulation” means a provision of cH94 or 341

tion made for a lawful purpose. This paragraph does not applyt@B848 or an ordinance enacted in accordance with this chapter
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(2) No state agency or political subdivision of this state magientamount to include the truck driver education suighander
requirea law enforcement diter to issue a specific number ofthis section. If the deposit is forfeited, the amount of the truck
citations,complaintsor warning notices during any specified timelriver education surchge shall be transmitted to the secretary of
periodfor violations of trafic regulations. administrationunder sub(4). If the deposit is returned, the

(3) A state agency or political subdivision mégr purposes amount of the truck driver education surchyge shall also be
of evaluating a law enforcementfiokr’s job performance, returned.
comparethe number of citations, complaints or warning notices (4) Theclerk of the circuit court shall collect and transmit to
issuedby the law enforcement faifer to the number of citations, the county treasurer the truck driver education suighaas
complaintsor warning notices issued by all law enforcemefit of requiredunder s59.40 (2) (m) The county treasurer shall then
cersemployed bythe state agency or political subdivision whgaythe secretary of administration as provided 69525 (3) (f)
havesimilar job duties and who servethme same administrative 2. The secretary of administration shall deposit all amounts
unit as the law enforcementfiafer. receivedunder this subsection in the general fund tereelited

History: 1999 a. 16 to the appropriation account unde6.292 (1) (hm)

(5) This section first applies to fines and forfeitures imposed
on thefirst day of the first month beginning after the director of
he technical college system notifies the director of staigrts

349.03 Regulation by local authorities forbidden;
exceptions. (1) Chapters341to348and350shall be uniform

in operation throughout the state. No local authority may emac : -
" . Y nder2001 Wisconsin Act 16 section9148 (1f)that the truck

enforceany trafic regulatlpn unlgss such regulation: driver training center at \Aukesha CountyéEhnical Collegés

(a) Is not contrary to oinconsistent with ch841to348and  ¢cheduledo open.
350, or History: 2001 a. 162003 a. 33139, 326,

(b) Is expressly authorized by $19.06to 349.250r some
otherprovision of the statutes.

(2) No local authority may enact or enforce anyficafegula SUBCHAPTERII
tion providing for suspension or revocation of motor vehiger EXPRESS REGULAORY POWERS
ator’slicenses or requiring local registration of vehicles, except as
authorizedby s.341.35 or in any manner excluding or prohibiting . ' . . :

: A : h 49.06 Authority to adopt traffic regulations in strict

any motor vehicle, mobile home, vehicle transporting a manufg onformity with é/tate law _p(l) @ E?(cept for the suspension

red home or modular home, recreational vehicle, traiber : . ;
tured home or modular home, recreational vehicle, traie or revocation of motor vehicle operatiicenses or excepis

semitrailerwhose owner has complied with cB41to 348from At .
h h providedin par (b), any local authority may enact and enforce any
the free use of afiighways,except as authorized by s8) and traffic regulation which is in strict conformity with one or more

$5.66.0429 (1_)and(3), .349'13 349.1% 349_)._22and349.23 provisionsof chs.341to 348 and350 for which the penalty for
(2m) Notwithstandingsub.(2), a municipal court may sus \iqjation thereof is a forfeiture.

penda license for a violation of a local ordinance in conformity (b) Any local authority shall enact and enforce parking regula

with s.346.63 (1)0“2”.‘)' . .. tionsand penalties for violations of those regulatiaéch are in
(3) In a county having a populatiaf at least 500,000, City conformity with the provisions of ss346.503 346.505 and

councilsand village boards mags to streets within their corpo 346 56

rate limits, and the county board mags to all other highways, (€) Any local authority may enaahd enforce any trid regu

establistone-way lanes the used only by specified public tramslation that is in strict conformity with any rule of the department

portationvehicles but only to facilitate mass transit aaxicab omulgatecunder ch110, 3470r348 except rules pertaining to
movement. The authority granted by this subsection may be ex‘?gderalmotor carrier safety standards, fahich the penalty for a
cisedextraterritorially by the county board of the populoganty violation thereof is a forfeiture
onthose portions of county trunk astate trunk highways in cen (1m) Notwithstandingsub (‘1) a municipal court may sus
tiguouscounties which are within 2 miles of the populous_, count da i ; iolati : f ' local ordi : yf it
if the highways so tected are connected to highways similarf€1¢a !ICENSE 1or a viotation of a local ordinance in conformity
aﬁeciedin the populous county and if the board of the contiguo t?z)&_?_f':ﬁ?f r((:elg)j.ijrlgirgr){sadopted by local authorities which
countyconcurs. _ lop

(4) If a violation under s343.3050r 346.63o0r a local ordi incorporateby reference existing or future amendmentshs.
nancein conformity with s346.63 (1) (5) or (7) occurs within a 340to348or rules of the department shall be deemed to be in strict

law enforcement éiter’s jurisdiction, he or she may enforce th&onformityand not contrary to or inconsistent with setlapters
violation anywhere in the state or rules. This subsection does not require locditraégulations

History: 1971 c. 234277 1973 c. 8687,336, 1979 c. 591981 ¢. 20165 1983 {0 Incorporate state tria¢ laws or rules by reference in order to
a. 5351985 a. 1941987 a. 327, 1989 a. 1051993 a. 13,1999 a. 158.672 2007 meetthe requirements of 849.03or sub.(1).

a. 11, : : P
. : . . - 3) If an operator of a vehicle violates a local ordinaince

Section349.03, in prohibitory languagis, the same concept of municipal power ( ! .
thatis expressed ffmatively in 5. 349.06. These sections must be read together api[iCt conformity with $.346.04 (1)or (2), 346.18 (6) 346.27
establishone test. Janesville Walker, 50 Wis. 2d 35183 N.W2d 158(1971). 346.37 346.39 346.46 (1)346.57 (2)(3), (4) (d)to(h) or(5) or

A city ordinance prohibiting loud and unnecessary tire or engine noise was vaj i ihi i
underss. 349.03 (1) and 349.06 (1). City of JanesvilBarthwaite83 Ws. 2d 866 846.62(2) where persons engaged in workaihighway mainte
266N.W.2d 418(1978). nanceor construction area or in a utility wqu area are at risk from

Thereis no authority for municipalities to enatate administrative rules as erdi traffic, any applicable minimum and maximum forfeiture for the
nances.Town of East Toy v. A-1 Service Co., Incl96 Ws. 2d 120537 N.W2d  vyjiolation shall be doubled.
126 (Ct. App. 1995)94-0610 History: 1971 c. 277278 307, 1973 c. 3361975 c.248 1981 c. 201987 a. 3

. . 27,1993 a. 198256, 1995 a. 441997 a. 190277.

349.04 Truck quver edu‘_:atlon surcharg_es. (1) If a Section349.03, in prohibitory languagis, the same concept of municipal power
courtimposes a fine or forfeiture for a violationaprovision of thatis expressed fifmatively in s. 349.06. These sections must be read together and

chs.346t0348o0r a rule issued under cl3d6to348 and the viola establishone test. Janesville Walker, 50 Wis. 2d 35183 N.W2d 158(1971).

L . . . A city ordinance prohibiting loud and unnecessary tire or engine noise was valid
tion involved a commercial motor vehicle, the court shall IMpO$Rderss. 349.03 (1) and 349.06 (1). City of JanesvillBarthwaiteg3 Wis. 2d 866
underch.814 a truck driver education surclgarof $8. 266N.W.2d 418(1978).

; i ; H i forcefimbrdinances in strict conformance wittate
(2) If afine or forfeiture is suspended in whole or in part, the county can enact and en
. ) . .~ ' statuteghat are applicable to town roads. 64 A@en. 172.
truck driver education surchge shall be reduced in proportion to PP o
the suspension. 349.065 Uniform traffic control devices.  Local authort
(3) If any deposit is made for arfafise to which thisection ties shall place and maintain tfaf control devices upon high

applies,the person making the deposit shall also depasitfia =~ waysunder their jurisdiction to regulate, wagyide or inform
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traffic. The design, installation and operation or afseew trafic ~ signsand trafic signals at intersections on highways over which
control devices placed and maintained by local authorities afiéihas exclusive jurisdiction.

the adoption of the uniform tri€ control devices manual under History: 1975 c. 1921977c. 29s.1654 (3) (8) (a);1977 . 16557, 8,9; 1977
s.84.02 (4) (e)shall conform to the manual. After January 16272 1979¢c. 34

- . . . Legislative Council Note, 1977:Section 349.08 (6) (a), relating to the placement
1977, all traffic control devices placed and maintained by |OC%|f yield signs, is renumbered s. 349.07 (7) (a) and amended to prohibit the use of yield

authoritiesshall conform to the manual. signsin lieu of stop signs where a highway directly crosses a through 2-way highway;
History: 1973 c. 185 the present prohibition against the use of yield signs in lieu of stop signs is overly
The decision to ereca stop sign, once made, carries with it the responsibility teroadin that it is not restricted to highways which directly cross thrdughways.

ensurethat the sign is properly installed and maintained to ensure that it remains ¥ definition, the entrances to a “through highway” from intersecting highways must

ible to the motorists whose conduct the sign was intended to control. A local-govdifcontrolled by treffc control signals or stop signs; “througighway” is defined

mentthat erects a stop sign should betshielded on public policy grounds from in s. 340.01 (67). [Bill 465-A]

liability when a tree obscures the stop sign. Physicians Plus Insurance Corporation

v. Midwest Mutual Insurance Co. 2001 WI App 1286 Wis. 2d 933632N.W.2d i ; i

59, 00-1836 Affirmed, 2002 WI 80254 Wis. 2d 77646 N.W2d 777 00-1836 349.08 Cost of sIgns and traffic COI'.ltI’0|_ S|gnals._ The
Thatthe county erected a stop sign at the intersection of town and tigimiyays, dep'artmenm?y when rgquested, furnishfigfal traffic Clontml

within the town right-of-way did not preclude possible liability in the town or thelevicesand highway paint at cost to any local authority

adjacentandowner for an accidergsulting from the sign being obscured by a tree. History: 1975 c. 2348, 237, 239, 367, 422 1977 c. 2%.1654 (3) (8) ();1977

Both units of government and the landowner had a duty to correct the hazewdous ¢ 116,

dition created by the tree. Physicians Rhgirance Corporation Midwest Mutual

InsuranceCo. 2001 WI Appl48, 246 Ws. 2d 933 632 N.W2d 59 00-1836

Affirmed, 2002 WI 80254 Ws. 2d 77 646 N.W2d 777 00-1836 349.085 Authority to install stop signs at railroad
grade crossings. Local authorities mayy ordinance, when
349.07 Authority to designate through highways. they deem it necessarfpr the public safetyinstall oficial stop

(1) Thedepartment maywhen it deems it necessary for théd>  signs at public traveled railroad gradossings on highways
lic safety by order declare any state trunk highway or connectimgaintainedoy the respective authorities.
highway or portion thereof to be a through highway History: 1977 c. 16.

(2) Every county highway committee mawhen it deems . - . .
necessaryor the publicsafety by order declare any county trunk34|9'09 Authority - to relmovekprohlblt(tjed .S|gnsh9rhs!g ced
highway or portion thereof to be a through highweycept that NaS: Every sign, signal, marking or device which is placed,
wherea state trunk highway intersects a county trunk highinay Maintainedor displayed in violation of £46.41is declared to be
departmenshall designate the through highway a public nuisance.The authority in chae of maintenance of the

highwayin question may notify in writing the owner or occupant

(3) Everylocal authority maywhen it deems it necessary foro¢ihe nremises upon which the nuisance exists or the persen caus
the public safetyby ordinance or resolution declare any highw.

- X O a?ﬁg or maintaining the nuisance to remove the same. If sueh nui
ﬁ.r F;]OI’IIOI’I thereof under its exclusiyrisdiction to be a through sances not removed within 30 days after such notice is given or
ighway.

) ) ) ) if an unauthorized signal or device is found tarbeperation at
(4) No order ordinance or resolutiodeclaring any highway anytime after such notice is given, the authoritgfiage of main
to be a througlhighway is eective until oficial stop signs or traf  tenanceof the highway may cause the nuisandeesemoved and
fic control signalshave been installed at the entrances thereig|lectthe expense of removal from the persotified to remove

from other highways. it. The expense of removal may be cfear against the premises
(5) Throughhighway declarations under this section shall naind, upon certificate of the highwawuthority causing the
applyto any paralleling service roads. removal,assessed as are other special taxes.

(6) (a) Nothing in thissection shall prohibit local authorities CrossReference: See also srans 200.04Wis. adm. code.
from placing additional stop sigra the roadway or temporary . ) .
schoolzoning warning signs or temporastop signs in the road 349-10 Authority to designate one-way highways,
way at schoolkrossings during periods of daylight when schog‘_"‘fety zones, tumns and lanes. (1) The department, county
childrenare using such crossings if such signs do not physic |>ghwayqomm|ttee_$n_d local authorities in regard to highways
obstructtraffic. unhdertheir respective jurisdictions, may:

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit local authorities from (&) Declare by ordeordinance or resolution and desigriage
placing temporary stop signs ithe roadway at intersections or@PPropriatesigns any highway or portion thereof to be a one-way
crosswalkgor limited periods of time if the local authorities deenflighwayand require that all vehicles be operated in one specific
it necessary for the public safety and if the s@msot physically diréction on such highway
obstructtraffic. (b) Designate by mark or markers certain places on highways

(7) (a) The department mawhen it deems necessary for th@ssafety zones or erect and maintain islands of safety and regulate
public safety by order provide for the installation of yield Signsandcontrol trafic with respecto such safety zones and islands of
on state trunk highways and connecting highways, and the g8@€t:
erningbody of any cityor county may by ordinance or resolution ~ (C) By order ordinance or resolution and by the erection of
provide,when it deems it necessary toe public safetyfor the —appropriatesigns, prohibit right or left turns at intersections by all
installationof yield signs on any through highwesnich has been Vehiclesor by certain types of vehicles.
sodeclared under sufB) and under its exclusive jurisdiction to  (d) Place dfcial traffic control devices within or adjacent to
regulatemeging trafic movements and conflicting movementsntersectionsand thereby require and direct that #edént course
occurring within the intersection of 2 or more highwayseld  from that specified in 346.31be traveled by vehicles turnirg
signsshall not be used in lieu of stop sighs where a highwéye intersection.
directly crosses a through 2-way highway (e) Mark lanes for trdic upon any roadway and designape

(b) Thegoverning body of any town, cityillage or county cific lanes forslow—moving trafic or for trafic moving in a par
may by ordinance or resolution provide for the installation of yielticular direction.
signsat any inters_ect@on over which it has_ exclusive juri_sdicti_on, (f) By order ordinance or resolutioand by the erection of
butif the intersection is part of a through highway such yield sigagpropriatesigns, prohibit U-turns at specifiddcations. The
canbe installed at such intersections only as provided in(@ar |ocal authority with the approval of the department maghibit

(8) The governing body of any town, cjtyillage or county U-turns and erect appropriate signs on state trunk highways
may by ordinance or resolution proviéler the installation of stop within cities, villages and towns.
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(2) No local authority shall declare any part of a connectingverdepartment approval is required, no signs giving notiee of
highwaybetween portions of the state trunk highway systeipe to modificationof the speed limit may be erected until such approval
a one-way highway or prohibit right or left turns at any intethasbeen received.
sectionof one such connecting highway wahother without due (4) The department uporequest from any county highway
regardfor the expeditious flow of intercity triaé using thestate committeeor local authority shall, aspon its own initiative may
trunk highways and without first conferring with the departmebnductan investigation of any bridge, causewsiaduct or
on the problems involved. structureon any highway If it finds that anysuch structure cannot

History: 1973 ¢. 1751977 c. 2%.1654 (3) (8) (2);1977 ¢. 16,2721993 a. 246 \yjith safety to itself withstand vehicles traveliaty the speeds
. - . ' otherwisepermitted by law or if it finds that sudtructure is sub
349.105 Authority to prohibit certain traffic on  gangarchs to width and that it is necessary from the standpoint of
expressways and freeways. The authority in chge of main

i f f d i traffic safety to reduce the speed of vehicles using such structure,
enanceof an expresswagr freeway mayby ordey ordinance or -, qenartment shall determine and declare the maximum vehicu
resolution, prohibit the use of such expressway or freewgy

destri iding bicvcles ath torized trf lar speed which such structure can withstandvbich can be
pedestrianspersons riding bicycles ather nonmotorized t8f 1\ iniainedin safety on such structure. When appropriate signs
or by person®perating mopeds or motor bicycles. The state

; - L : fving notice of such maximum speed have been erected at a suit
local authority adopting any such prohibitory regulation shafije gistance before each end of the structsueh posted speed
erectand maintain dfcial signs giving noticethereof on the |;

f to which h prohibiti i mit is the eflective speed limit on such structure at all times when
exHFggfysfvvl%garggway 0 which such pronibition applies. the signs are in place. The findings and determination of the

departmentre conclusive evidence of theximum speed which
349.11 Authority to modify speed restrictions. (1) (a) ©@0 be maintained Wit.h safety to or on any such structure.
Whenevetthe department with respect to the state trunk highway (5) Exceptas provided in sul§10), the department and local
systemand the local authorities with respéathighways under authoritiesshall place and maintain upon all highways, where the
their jurisdiction determine upon the basisaof engineering and speedimit is modified by thempursuant to this section, standard
traffic investigation that angtatutory speed limit is greater or les§ignsgiving notice of such speed. Alpeed limit signs so erected
than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist upeall conform to the rules of the department.

any part of a highway or thtite actual speed of vehicles upon any (6) No liability shall attach to theepartment or to any local
partof a highway is greater or less than is reasonable and prudanthorityby reason of the posting of a speed limit pursuant to this
the department with respect to the state trunk highway syaitein sectionnor shall such posting guarantee thatghsted speed is
thelocal authorities with respect to highways under their jurisdiceasonablend safe under all conditions.

tion may subject to the limitations set forth in suf) and(3), (7) The department with respect to the state trunk highway
determineand declare a reasonable and safe spetdon the systemand local authorities with respect to highways under their
highwayor part thereof in question. Wheppropriate signs giv jurisdiction may increase the speed limits stated B46.57 (4)

ing notice of such speed limit have been erected and are in plgggand(b), but any speelimit so established shall not be greater
suchspeed limit shall be fctive at all times or at such times ashanthe speed limiestablished on the adjoining sections of the

indicatedby the signs. _ samestreet or highway
_(b) Whenever the department with respect to the state trunk(g) Notwithstanding the authority otherwise granted to
highway system determines, upon the basis of an engineering ify speed restrictions in this section, except as provided in

traffic investigation, that any statutory minimum speed lisit sub.(9) and s346.57(4) (gm) the department may not establish
greateror less tharis reasonable or safe under the conditiongs continue:

foundto exist upon any part of a highway or that the actual-mini (@) A maximum speed limit on any highway within its jurisdic
mum speed of vehicles upon any part of a highway is greatery@yy in excess of 55 miles per hour;

less than is reasonable and prudent, the department with respe '
to the state trunk highway system maybject to applicable limi
tationsin subs(2) and(3), determine and declare a reasonable ari%
safeminimum speed limit on the highway or ptréreof in ques

f ) Maximum speed limits/hich are not uniformly applicable
all types ofmotor vehicles using a highwagxcept that a lower
eedimit may be established for any vehicle operating under a

tion. When appropriate signs giving notice of such minimur"?“roﬁi(i:'ir’leI permit because of any weight or dimension of such
speedlimit have been erected and are in place such minimuff ‘ . . . .

speedimit shall be efectiveat all times or at such times as indi _ (8m) Notwithstandingthe authority otherwise granted to
catedby the signs. modify speed restrictions in théection, local authorities may not

(2) The department may not do any of the following: establishor continue:

~ (a) Declare a speed limit which is in excesshef limits stated res(ggctﬁ/qmﬁéijr?clign:ﬁ)r?ee?«:“en;ist ;nsgrgilggg\évrazo\avriFhin their
Ins.346.57 (4) (n)except as provided in 346.57 (4) (gm) (c) Maximum speed limitgrhich are not uniformly ap;plicable
(0) Mod_|fy the limits stated in 345'57 (4) (cpr346.58 . to all types ofmotor vehicles using a highwagxcept that a lower
(c) Modify the statutory speed limit on more than 2,000 miles,eedimit may be established for any vehicle operating under a
of state trunk highways. The first mile outside of and immediatelyja g permit because of any weight or dimension of such
adjacento any incorporated municipality shall rm counted in \ahicle
computingsuch 2,000 miles. This paragraph does not apply to 9 1.'h . .
; : e department, with respect to any high alter
freewaysor to expressways, as defined i1846.57 (1) (agand spée)drestrictigns duringwelm erg;? emegené’y tlg cvg?n)?)?/y with

(am). " . federallaw or if the department finds that extraordinary cireum
(3) Localauthorities may not: o stancesn this state require such alteration. All decisions made by

(&) Declare a speed limit which is in excesshef limits stated the department under this subsection will be subject to review by

in s.346.57 (4) (h)or the joint committee for review of administrative rules in aceord
(b) Modify the limits stated in 846.57 (4) (cpr346.58 or  ance with s227.26

(c) Modify any existing speed limit without the consent of the (10) Notwithstandingany speed limits imposed under this
departmenexcept to reduce the speed limipasvided under sub. sectionor under s346.57 if a highway is being constructed,
(10), or to increase thspeed limit stated in 846.57 (4) (e)(f) reconstructed,maintained or repaired, local authorities with
or (g), or to reduce by 10 miles per hour or less the speed liméspecto highways under their jurisdiction, any county highway
statedin s.346.57 (4) (a)(b) or(d) to(j), or to reduce by 15 miles committeeperforming maintenance on the state trunk highway
perhour or less the speed limit stated i846.57 (4) (k) When  systemunder s84.07and any local authority with respect to high
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ways not under its jurisdiction that are being constructed, fecarf parking is limitedby official signs, markers or parking meters
structed maintained or repaired by the local authority nfiaythe  to park their vehicles itthe highway zone without regard to the
safety of the highway construction and maintenance workersime limits posted.

pedestriansind highway users, post a temporary speed limit less(1j) The department, with respect to state trunk highways out
thanthe speed limit imposed under this section or und@#&57  sjdeof corporate limits, and local authorities, with respect to-high
Thetemporary limits may be posted for the duration of the coyays undertheir jurisdiction including state trunk highways or
struction, reconstruction, maintenance or repair periolem- - connectinghighways within corporate limits, may authorize-per
poraryspeed limits imposed under this subsectiay be posted sonsto park their vehicles during specified hours on the near side

onefoot above the surface of the pavement or shoulder

History: 1971c. 38 1973 c. 1571975 c. 251977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (a)1977 c businessat the schoolhouse.
30s.5;, 1977 c. 67203 418 1979 c. 2131983 a. 541985 a. 183.57; 1987 a. 17 (1k) (a) Notwithstanding s36.32 (1)and any other provision

2191989 a. 311993 a. 3761995 a. 3181999 a. 85 of this section, and as provided in (&), a local authoritywith

. . . respectto highways under its jurisdiction including connecting
349.12  Authority to designate no-passing zones. The pighwayswithin corporate limits, may authorize persons whose
departmentcounty highway committees afmtal authorities, in yesjdencesbut a highway in a zone where parking is prohibited
regardto highways under their respective jurisdictions, mayy official signs, guests of such persons, and commercial-enter
determinejn accordance with standards and procedures adopfesproviding services to such persons to park their vehicles in
|b3]ﬁ th‘f':‘ (I?I]epartment,](whhere oc\j/ertaklng Icc)ir t;))assmgrm“g LO the g the highway zone without regard to the posted prohibitions.
eft of the center of the roadway would be especially hazar Ous(b) If a University of Wisconsin System college campus

and may by signs approved by the department or by a yellow . . -
unbrokenline on the pavemen the right-hand side of and adjaolocatedln a 1st class city creates 721 parking spaces on campus,

centto the center line or a lane line of a roadwiaglicate the & 1St class city may initiate a program to reserve 721 parking
beginningand end of such zones ’ spacedor persons whose residences are adjacent to the University

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (2)1979 c. 76 of Wisconsin Systermollege campus, guests of such persons, and
commercialenterprises providing services to such persons. If a
349.13 Authority to regulate the stopping, standing or University of Wisconsin System collegeampus located in a 1st

parking of vehicles. (1b) In this section, “owner” includes the classcity creates additional parking spaces on campus, ciabst
lesseeof a vehicle if the vehicle is registered, or required to be regty may reserve an equal numhmarking spaces for persons
istered by the lessee under 341 whoseresidences are adjacent to the University @cdhsinSys _

(1e) (a) The department witrespect to state trunk highwayst€Mm college campus, guests of suprsons, and commercial
outsideof corporate limits and the local authorities with respe&MterPrisesproviding services to such persons.
to highwaysunder their jurisdiction, including state trunk high ~ (1m) In addition to therequirements under 846.503 (1m)
waysor connecting highways within corporate limits, maithin ~ the department, with respect to state trunk highways outside of
the reasonable exercise of the police pgwmohibit, limit the corporatelimits and parking facilities under its jurisdiction, and
time of or otherwise restrict the stopping, standimgarking of local authorities, with respect to highways under theisdiction
vehicles beyond the prohibitions, limitations or restrictiondncluding state trunk highways or connecting highways within
imposedby ch.346, except that they may not modify the excepcorporatelimits and parking facilities within corporate limits,
tions set forth in s$346.50 may, by official traffic signs indicating the restrictiomprohibit

(b) The department may also restrict or prohibitstepping, Parking,stopping or standing upon any portion of a strieigh
standingor parking of vehicles on any part of a state trunk-highvay or parking facility reserveébr any vehicle bearing special
way or connecting highway within corporate limifsthe local ~registrationplates issued under3!1.14 (1)(1a) (1e) (1m), (1q)
authorityhaving jurisdiction has not enactady stopping, stand ©Or (1r) (&)or a motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, upon which
ing or parking regulation applicable to the highway or feeteof aspecial identification card issued unde843.51is displayed or
in question as provided under péa. anyvehicle registered in another jurisdiction and displaying a reg

(c) 1. The authority granted by this subsection may be-def§tration plate, card or emblem issued by the other jurisdiction
gatedto atrafiic officer or to the dicer in chage of the mainte which designates the vehicle avehicle used by a physically dis
nanceof the highway irquestion, but, except as provided in subdbledperson.
2., no prohibition, limitation or restriction on parking imposed (2) Exceptasprovided in this subsection, neither the depart
underthis section is ééctive unless dicial traffic signs or mark mentnor local authorities may extend stopping, standing orpark
ersor parking meters have been placed or erected indiding ing privileges to areas where stopping, standing or parkingis pro
particularprohibition, limitation or restriction. hibited by ch.346. The department and local authorities, with

2. Parking regulations that prohibit, limit or restrict fregk  respectto highways under their respective jurisdictions as
ing of vehicles for any period longer than 24 consecutive hougigscribedn sub.(1e)may do any of the following:
duringany hours between 12 midnight and 7 a.m., or any portion(a) Permit parking on sidewalk areas when such parking will
thereofor during a snow emgency as determined by a munici not unduly interfere with pedestrian fiaf

pallty, Sha“ be ébctive in the mUnlClpa“ty Upon a tWO_thirdS (b) Permit parking on the roadway side of other parked

voteof its respectivgoverning body notwithstanding this subsecyehicleswhen such double parking will not unduly interferith
tion and s346.02 (7)when oficial traffic signs have been placedine flow of vehicular trafic.

or erected at or reasonably near the corporate lofitse munici ( : .
- ; . . ¢) Permit parking closer than 15 feet to the end of a safety zone
pality on all state and county frunk highways and connecting hi hen such parking will not unduly interfere with the flow of

waysinforming motorists that 24—hour parking limitations, n'ghvehiculartraﬂic.

parkingregulations or snow enggncy regulations are infe€t . i )
in the municipality (d) Designate parking upon the left side of a one-way street or

(1g) The department, withrespect to state trunk highWaysroadwayinstead of the right side permit parking on both sides.

outsideof corporate limits, and local authorities, with respect to (€) Designate angle parking on any roadway under its jurisdic
highwaysunder their jurisdiction including state trunk highway4on.

or connecting highways within corporate limits, may authorize (f) Permit the parking of any vehicle or of school buses only
personswvhose residences abut a highway in a zone where the tiomehe nearside of specified highways adjacent to schoolhouses
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during specified hours if the governing body of the municipalifyecordof the vehicle if the vehicle is to be removed to any location
where the schoolhouse is located directs by ordinance. otherthan a publichighway within one mile from the location
(3) Wheneve[any trafic officer finds a vehicle standing uponfrom which the Veh_lC.|e I_S to be removed and if thiu:ef IS not
a highway in violatiorof a prohibition, limitation or restriction on €mployedby a municipality or county that has entered into a tow
stopping,standing or parking imposed under 846 or this see  ing services agreement which requires the municipality or county
tion, or adisabled vehicle that obstructs the roadway of a freewkg/Provide notice to such owner and lienholders of the towing.
; i 1 ; History: 1973 c. 2481975 c. 2991977 c. 2%s.1654 (3) (8) (a),1656 (43)1977
or expresswayas defined in $346.57 (1) (ag)the trafic officer . /8 5%, 176" 670°C 3454 231, 27 395 1981 ¢. 2271681 &. 255510, 11,
is authorized to move the vehicle tr require the operator in 131983 a. 7%.15 1983 a. 2131985 a. 201985 a. 8%.5; 1989 a. 3041991 a.
chargethereof to move the vehicle to a position where parklngr;T:?iggsslt‘xé< 21293 a. 2461995 a. 4481997 a. 27159 258 1999 a. 852003 a. 142
permittedor to either private or public parking or storage pre a. s ) -
: - f Legislative Council Note,1977: The last 2 sentences of sub. (1) are eliminated as
ISes. Th_e removal may be performed by under the direction _O_fv unnecessaryThese sentences contain explanations of what is meant by a sign which
the traffic officer or may be contracted for by local authoritiesndicates that stopping or standingishibited and what is meant by a sign prohibit
Any chages for removal shall be regulated by local ordinancigg parking. Although these explanations attempt to explalanlduct required oI
Th rator or owner of the vehicle removed shall the r motoristsby these signs, they do not define the key terms, “park or parking” and
eoperator or owne O_ eve ! € remo p_ay ®&andor standing”. In place of these explanations, definitions of the terms “park or
sonablechages for moving otowing or any storage involved parking”and “stand or standing” are created in 340.01 (42m) and (59m) in this bill.
basedupon the ordinance. “Stop” is presently defined in s. 340.01 (62). [Bill 465-A]
. . . . . It is not a violation of due process to tow an illegpliyked car without first giving
(3m) No vehicle involved in trespass parking orpidvate theowner notice and the opportunity to be heard regarding the lawfulness of towing

parkinglot or facility shall be removed without the permission ghecar Sutton vCity of Milwaukee,672 F2d 644(1982).

the vehicle ownerexcept upon the issuance of a repossession ) ) )
judgmentor upon formal complaint and a citation for ilegare ~ 349.135 Authority to regulate radios or other electric
ing issued by a trét or police oficer. sound amplification devices. (1) Notwithstanding s.

(4) In counties having a populatiaf 500,000 or more when 346-94(16), the governing body of any town, Gityillage or
everany trafic officer finds a vehicle disabled so as to cause a h&2Untymay by ordinance, provide that, exceptmevided in s.
ard on any portion of the interstate system, limited access highw4y/ -38(1): n0 person may operate or park, stop or leave standing
or any expresswagven though it may be impossible for the epef Motor vehicle while using a radio or otieectric sound amplifi |
atorto avoid stopping or temporarily leaving the vehicle thereoEat'onOle"'Ce emitting sounfiom the vehicle that is clearly audi
the county may remove such vehicle to a position where parki {f under normal conditions from a distance of 50 or more feet,
is permitted or to either private or public parking or storage prefiiiessthe electricsound amplification device is being used to
ises. The removamay be performed by sucHioér or under the edues@ssistance or warn againstarsafe condition. The ordi
officer’s direction or such removal may be contracted fasugh Nancemay provide that any person violating the ordinance may
countiesand any chagesshall be regulated by ordinance. Th e reqwre.d to forfeit not less than $40 nor more than $80 for the
operatoror owner of the vehicle removed shall pay a reasonafijSt violation and not less than $100 nor more t§260 for the

chargefor moving or towing or any storagevolved based upon 21d O subsequent violation within a year

saidordinance. (2) Any ordinance enacted under s(). may not apply to any
(5) (a) No person who removes or storeseicle under subs. ©f the following: _ _
(3) to (4) or otherwise at the request of a law enforcemefittenf (@) The operator of an authorizednegency vehicle, when

and no person who removes or stores a disabled vehicle, accif@gondingo an emegency call or when in the pursuit of an actual
debrisor other object thatbstructs the roadway of a freeway oPr suspected violator of the law or when respondmgut not
expresswayas defined in $846.57 (1) (ag)may incur any civil uponreturning from a fire alarm.

liability for the act, except for civil liability for failure to exercise (b) The operator of a vehicle of a public utilias defined in
reasonableare inthe performance of the act or for conduct that. 11.40 (1) (a)

is willful, wanton or malicious. (c) The operator of a vehicle that is being used for advertising
(b) 1. As used in this paragraph: purposes.
a. “Personal property” means all propewtithin the vehicle (d) The operator of a vehicle that is being useal community
which is not mounted, attached ofiaéd to the vehicle. eventor celebration, procession or assemblage.
b. “Proper identification” means identification which would (e) The activation of a theft alarm signal device.
be suficient to establish ownership to release the vehicle. () The operator of a motorcycle being operated outside of a

2. A person who hasustody of a vehicle removed or storedusinessr residence district.
undersubs(3) to (4) or otherwiseat the request of a law enforce History: 1995 a. 3731997 a. 35
mentofficer shall release the personal property within the vehicle ) )
to the owner of the vehicle during regulaficé hours upon pee  349.137  Authority to regulate use of motor  vehicle

sentationby the owner of proper identification. immobilization devices. (1) In this section:
3. No chage may be assessed against dker for the  (0) “Parking area” means an area ufmdparking that is not
removalor release of the personal property on a highway

4. If the owner removes the personal property from a motor () “Parking enforcer” means a person who enforces restric
vehicle under this paragraph, the vehicle shall be deemed ab#i@ns against unauthorized parking. The term includes a person
donedunless the person enters into a written agreement to pay\W® owns or operates a parking area and any employees or agents
full chages for towing andtorage. The owner shall be informe®f an owner or operator
of this subdivision by the person who has custody of the vehicle(d) “Removal fee” meana fee chaged by a parking enforcer
beforethe property is released. vehicle deemed abandonedo remove an immobilization device, including any amounts
underthis subdivision may be disposed of as are other abandoimagosedfor parking in violation of a restriction againstauthe

vehiclesby the local authority rized parking.

5. The personal property is subject to forfeiture under ss. (e) “Unauthorized parking” means parking a motor vehicle in
961.55t0 961.56and973.075t0 973.077 aparking area contrary to a sign posted unda46.55 (4)

(c) Atraffic or police oficer who requests removal ofahicle (2) No person may use an immobilizatidevice to immobi

undersubs(3) to (4) by a towing service shall, within 24 hours ofize a motor vehicle to enforce restrictions againsauthorized
requesting the removal, notify the towing service of the name guatkingexcept in conformity with a municipal ordinance enacted
last-knownaddress of the registered owner and all lienholoersunderthis section or a rule adopted unde3&11 (8).
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(3) Thegoverning body of any municipality may bydinance e. That, if a parkingnforcer uses an immobilization device
or the chancellor of a campus of the University aé&insin Sys on a motor vehicle that is not parkadviolation of a restriction
tem may by rule under 36.11(8) provide for the use of immobi againstunauthorized parking, the ownégsseeor operator shall
lization devices to enforce restrictioagainst unauthorized park notbe required to pay a removal faed the parking enforcer shall
ing. Any ordinance under this subsectimnrule under s36.11 beliable to the ownelesseer operator of the motor vehicle for
(8) shall do all of the following: anamount equal to the removal fee.

(@) Require the owner or operatira parking area in which  (d) Require the ownglessee or operator of a motor vehicle to
immobilization devices may be used to post and maintain ind® any of the following before an immobilization device may be
manner that is clearly visibl®® operators entering the parkingremoved:
areaa sign at each vehicular entrance to the parking arekeagtt 1. Pay the removal fee.
oneadditional sign shall be posted for every 10 parking spaces in » - sign adeferral agreement under which the person signing
theparkingarea. The ordinance or rule shall require all such sigifg agreement agrees foay the removal fee to the parking
to beat least 12 inches by 18 inches in size and to clearly indic@igorceror contest the removal fee, or the proprietyhef use of
all of the following: o o _ animmobilization device on his or her motor vehicle, using the

1. That unauthorizegarking is prohibited in the parking areaprocess described in pg&am)within 14 days after the immobi
2. That an immobilization device may be used in the parkitigation device is removed.
areato enforce restrictions against unauthorized parking. (e) Requirethe parking enforcer to remove the immobilization
3. Whether aemoval fee will be chged to remove an immo devicewithout undue delay after receiving a request to remove the
bilization device and, if so, the amount of the fee. device,not to exceed 60 minutes whenever a request for removal

(ag) Prohibita parking enforcer from using an immobilizatioris made by telephone.
deviceto immobilize a motor vehicle to enforce parkirgtric (f) Require that, whenever a deferral agreement is signed, the
tions against unauthorized parking unless the parking enforgaarking enforcer provide the ownelessee or operator of the
possessea valid license authorizinthat activity issued by the motorvehicle a copy of the signed deferral agreement.
municipality. (9) Require a person who signs a defeaggeement and does

(am) Establish a processy which the ownellessee or operator not do any of the activities describadpar (d) 2. within 14 days
of a motor vehicle may contest the propriety of the use of animnadter theremoval of the immobilization device to pay an amount

bilization device or the amount of a removal fee. not to exceed 3 times the removal fee pilus reasonable costs
(b) Requirethe parking enforcgbefore using an immobiliza incurredto collect the removal fee to the parking enforeghin
tion device, to do all of the following: 30 days after the removal of the immobilization device.

2. Maintain in efecta policy of bodily injury and property () Require a parking enforcer who uses an immobilization
damagsdiability insurance for injury or damage arising frahe = device on a motor vehicle that is not parkedviolation of a
use of an immobilization device iman amount of at least restrictionagainstunauthorized parking to pay an amount equal
$1,000,000er use of an immobilization device. to the removal fee to the ownéessee or operator of the motor

3. Notwithstanding s346.94 (4) at the time ofmmobiliza vehicle within 14 days after the determination that the immobi

tion of a motor vehicle, place a written notice in a reasonatligation device was used improperly B
securemanner orthe motor vehicle that clearly states all of the (i) Prohibit a parking enforcer from requiring a person to {rans
following: fer any goods, perform any services, or waive any availabbd
a. The name ofhe parking enforcer and a telephone numb&ghtsor remediesas a condition for removing an immobilization
thata person may call to request the removal of the immobilizatigvice.except as specified in péd).
device. (i) Specify the maximum removal fee that may be gbdr
b. The amount of the removal fee, if any (4) (a) A municipality may enact or enforce any regulation of
c. The terms of the deferral agreement described irfd)a2. the use of immobilization devices to enforce parking restrictions

4. Have a person available 24 hours a day either agiiiéng thatis not contrary to or inconsistent with thls sgcthn. ‘
areaor at the telephone number shown onrtbtice described in __ () A chancellor of a campus of the University as@énsin

subd.3. to take requests for removaahd to remove the immobi SYStemmay adopt or enforce any rule undes&.11 (8) regulating
lization device. the use of immobilization devices to enforce parking restrictions

thatis not contrary to or inconsistent with this section.

(c) Requirethe parking enforcebefore removing an immabi History: 1995 a. 4391997 a. 271997 a. 35.437.

lization device, to do all of the following:
1. Display prominenthyan identification card that identifies 349.14  Authority to use parking meters. (1) Itis the pub
thatperson as a parking enforcer and that contajstsogograph lic policy of this state that the use of parking meters by cities, vil
of that person. lages,towns and countie® measure the time for parking vehicles
2. Inform the ownerlessee or operator of the motor vehiclds a local matter to be determined by the local authorities.
orally and in writing, before removingn immobilization device, (2) Cities,villages, towns and counties may by ordinance or
of all of the following: resolutionprovide for theinstallation and operation of parking
a. If a removal fee is chged, that the ownglessee or opera metersand may provide for the use o_f the revenue collected fror_n
tor is required either to pay the removal fee or to sign a defersiichmetersfor general street and highway maintenance, repair
agreementlescribed in pafd) 2. an_dconstructlon, for meeting the cost of t_nahnd parking regu
b. Thata parking enforcer may commence legal action to coftion, for the purchase and operatiorpablicly owned df-street

lectany removal fee that has not been paid within 14 days after Rggkingfacilities, and for such other expenses and purposes as the
removalof an immobilization device. local authority deems reasonably necessary to provide faothe

c)\(eniencesafety and welfare of persons using the streets and high
aysfor vehicular trafic.
History: 1993 a. 246

¢. That the ownetlessee or operator of an immobilized mot
vehiclemay contest the propriety of the use of an immobilizatiof{
deviceon his or her motor vehicle or the validity of a removal fee
usingthe process described in fam), and may contest any legal349.145 Authority to establish disabled parking
actioncommenced to collect a removal fee. enforcement assistance councils.  Any city, village or

d. That, except for the payment of the removal fee or the sigrountymay by ordinance aesolution establish a disabled park
ing of a deferral agreement, no person may be required to do ang enforcement assistance council. The majority of such a coun
thing to have an immobilization device removed. cil shall be appointed by the local authoritiesn among those
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residentsf the city village or county to whom @n whose behalf thanthose imposed under suft) (a)for vehicles carryinghose

the department has issued a special registration plate undecanmoditiesor which are used to perform those services, if such
341.14(1) to (1r) or a special identification card unde343.51 exemptionor limitation is reasonable and necessary to promote
Membersof such a council may report violations 0841.625 (1) the public health, safety and welfare. The authority in gbaf
343.52346.5030r346.505 (2)or ordinances in conformity there the maintenance of the highway shedempt from the special or
with to a trafic officer of the city village or county as provided seasonalveight limitations imposed under suk) (a)a vehicle

in 5.341.625 (2)343.52 (3)346.503 (5)r346.505 (3) If a 1st thatis used to transpomaterial pumped from a septic or holding

or 2nd class city has enacted an ordinance unc6s50(3m), tank if, because of health concerns, material needs to be removed
the council shall perform any duties required b$46.50 (3m) from a septic or holding tank withia4 hours after the vehicle

History: 1987 a. 2601991 a. 871993 a. 2561995 a. 131 owneror operator is notified and if the vehicle is operated for the
. . . o purposeof emptying the septic or holding taakd disposing of
349.15 Authority to modify weight limitations and its contents ands operated on a route that minimizes travel on

classify highways. (1) The limitations on size and weight highwayssubject to weight limitations imposed under gab(a)

imposedby ch.348 are lawful throughout the state and localyithin 72 hours after operating a vehicle that transportetérial

authoritiesmay not alter such limitations except as otherwise Preumpedfrom a septic or holdingank and that exceeded special

vided in this chapter or seasonal weight limitations as authorized by thissection,
(2) Thecounty highway committee with respect to tdoeinty the owner or operator of the vehicle shall notify the authority in

trunk highway system and thecal authorities with respect to chargeof maintenance of the highways owehnich the vehicle

highwaysmaintained by them may designate all or parts of suglasoperated.

highwaysto be class “B” highways for the purpose of putting into History: 1975 c. 1411977 c. 2%.1654 (8) ()1977 c. 4351983 a. 3071999

effectthe weight limitations set forth in 348.16 except that no 246

portion of any such highway which is a state trunk highway qr . " .

connectinghighway may be so designated. 349.17 Authority of cities, villages and towns to regu -

: . : late heavy traffic. (1) Any city, village or town may by ordi
(38) Any city of the first class maywith respecto the streets nanceor resolution designate any street or highway under its juris

of such city by ordinance increase the maximum weight Ii|=nitaoIiction as a heavy tréit route and designate the type and

tions specified in ss348.15and348.16 : . .
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (3) characteiof vehicles which may be operated thereon. A wity

The police power under this section need not be based on the condition of fi§€0r town may restrict or prohibit heavy fraffrom usingother
roadbedbut may be exercised to promote the general welfare of the public. 66 Aggreetsor highways under its jurisdiction except that it may not
Gen.110. place such restrictions on streets or highways over which are
routedstate trunk highways and may not prohibit hetraffic
from using a street or highway for the purpose of obtaining orders
. N ; . -~ for supplies or moving or delivering suppliescommaodities to
highwaysmaintainecby a town, city or village, the county high fronqpany place of b%siness or re%ideﬁge whigh an entrance
way commissioner or county highwapmmittee in the case of 5, g,ch street or highwayWhenever a cityillage or town desig
highwaysmaintained by the county and the department in the Cq8ag any street or highway undsjurisdiction as a heavy tfa

of highways maintained by the state may: _ route, it shall cause appropriate signs todsected giving notice
(a) Impose speciakeight limitations on any such highway orihereof.

portionthereof which, because of weaknetthe roadbed due to (2) In this section, “heavy trfi€” means all vehicles not oper
deteriorationor climatic conditions or other special or temporaré !

b . - . < atingcompletely on pneumatic tires and all vehiclesanbina
condition, would likely be seriously damaged or destroyed in thig,"of vehicles, othethan motor buses, designed or used for
absencef such special limitations; ! '

; . T . transportingproperty of any nature and having a gross weight of
(b) Impose special weight limitations on bridges or culveriggrethan 6,000 pounds.

whenin its judgment such bridge or culvert cannot sadeltain  History: 1977 c. 16, 1993 a. 246

the maximum weights permitted by statute; Legislative Council Note, 1977:Sub. (1) authorizes cities and villages to desig

; ; ateany street as a heavy fraffoute. As defined in s. 340.01 (64), the term “street”
(C) Order the owneor operator of any vehicle bemg Operateﬂleansevery highway within the corporate limits of a city or village except alleys.

on a highway to susperaperation if in its judgment such vehiclesy adding “or highway” after “street”, s. 349.17 (1) authorizes a city or village o pro

is causing or likely to cause injury to such highway or is visIbR e et o o e O heing lised (0 obiain ordbrs for eu
injuring the permanence thereof or the pUb“C Investment ther%ﬁesor to deliver supplies or commodities to or from a place of business or residence

exceptwhen s.84.20is applicable or when the vehiclelising with an entrance on such street or alléflighway” is defined in s. 340.01 (22p
Operated pursuant to a contract which provides that the gové'flﬁan “all public ways and thoroughfares”, including alleys. [Bill 465-A]
mentalunit will be reimbursed for any damage done to the-high . . . .

way. Traffic officers also may order suspension of operatiop?9.18 Additional traffic-control authority of counties
underthe circumstances and subjecttte limitations stated in this @1d municipalities. (1) Any city, village or town, by ordi
paragraph' nance,may.: .

(2) Impositionof the special weight limitations authorizeg (&) Designate thaumber of persons that may ride on a motor
sub.(1) (a)shall be done by erecting signs on or along the highwligycle at anyone time and the highways upon which a motor
on which it is desired to impose the limitation ficiént to give  bicycleor moped may or may not be operated.
reasonablaotice that a special weight limitation is idest and (b) Establish a golf cart crossing point upon a highway within
the nature of that limitation. Imposition of the special weightdimiits limits. An ordinance enacted under thawagraph shall require
tationsauthorized by sul{l) (b) shall be done by erecting signsthat a golf cart stop and yield the right-of-way to all vehicles
beforeeach end of the bridge or culvert to which the weight limitapproachingon the highway before crossing the highwashe
tion applies sufcient to give reasonable notice thatspecial ordinancemay require that a golf cart be equipped with reflective
weightlimitation is in efect and the nature of that limitation. All devicesas specified in the ordinance. The citflage or town
weight limitation signs and their erection shall comply with thehallplace a sign of a type approved by the department to mark the
rulesof the department and shall be standard throughout the statessingpoint on both sides of the highway

(3) Theauthority in chage of the maintenanc¥ the highway (c) Regulate the operation of a golf cestand from a golf
may exempt vehiclesarrying certain commodities specified bycoursefor a distance not to exceed one mile upon a highumegr
the authority or which are used to perform certain services-speits exclusive jurisdiction.The city village or town shall place a
fied by the authority from the special weight limitations which arsign of a type approved by the department to mark any golf cart
imposed under sulpl) (a) or may set diierent weight limitations travelroute designated by the ordinance.

349.16 Authority to impose special or seasonal weight
limitations. (1) The oficer in chage of maintenance in casé
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(2) Any city, town or village may bwrdinance enacted pur ordinanceprovide for the appointment of adult school crossing
suantto s.349.06regulate the operation of bicycles and motaguardsfor the protection of persons who are crossing a highway
bicyclesand may by ordinance require registratdmny bicycle in the vicinity of a school. The school crossing guards shall wear
or motor bicycle ownedby a resident of the cityown or village, insignia or uniforms which designate them as school crossing
including the payment of a registration fee. guardsand shall be equipped with signals or signs to diredictraf

(3) Any county by ordinance, may require the registration o stop at school crossings.
any bicycle or motor bicycle owned by a resident of the county ifHistory: 1979 c. 344
the bicycle or motor bicycle is not subject to registration und%r

sub.(2). Such ordinance does not apply to any bicycle or mot§ff2:22 Authority ~ to establish mass transit way
bicyéle? subjectto registration under sggzgl even)i/f theyeﬁactive 1) Thedepartment with respect to the state trunk highway sys

dateof the ordinance under su) is later than the tctivedate (€M May by orderand any local authority with respect to high
of the county ordinance. A county may aea fee for the regis waysunder its jurisdiction may by ordinance, designate a portion

tration of any highway under its jurisdiction asnass transit waglesig
History: 1977 c. 16,288 1983 a. 247288,343 538 1985 a. 135197,208.332  hatethetype and character of vehicles which may be operated

1989a. 1671993 a. 2461995 a. 1381997 a. 27 thereonand specify those conditions under which any of said
_Cities and villages cannot license bicyclists, create bicgolarts, or impound vehiclesmay be operated thereon. If car pool vehicles are per

bicyclesin the absence of express legislative authorization. 66 @éwg. 99. mitted to use the mass transit Waye authority designating the

masstransit way may specify the minimum number of occupants,
pedestrians. The authority in chae of the maintenance of amcluty:imgthe operatgfin the vehicles. In this section, tiepart
highwaymay by orderordinance or resolution: ment'sauthority to designate a mass transit way is limited te free
ghwaymay by . L . way entrance ramps and state trunk highwaysnecting with or
. 1) F;;agulateconmtrg]u;]ut{] ev_entlﬂé_(r:]elfbratltr)lnz,l p:ocelsst!oﬂsextendinga mass transit way designated by a local authority
orassemblages on the nighwayjuding reasonavle reguiations (2) Wheneverthe department or local authority designates

onthe use of radios ather electric sound amplification dewces:‘;lny highway or portion thereof under its jurisdiction amass

subjectto s.84.07 (4) ) . . ... ._transitway it may establish priority of right—of-way thereon and
y y p y g y
_(2) Regulatethe trafic of pedestrians upon highways withinpakesuch other regulation of these of the mass transit way as
Its JIU”Sd'Ct'ﬁn’ including .thedpl))ro:ubltlondo;] pedeénqmsgngjs it deems necessarfhe department or local authority shall cause
atplaces otherwise permitted by law and the erecliamgns indi - 555ropriatesigns to be erected giving notice of priorities or regu
Cas:;grsy(ig?grcoqgg‘ﬂ“'15_ 1989 & 31991 a. 83 lationsestablished under this subsection.
Y ’ e ' ' (3) The department or local authority designating the mass

349.19 Authority to require accident reports.  Anycity, transitway may construct curbs, palirtes, erect signs or estab
village, town or county may by ordinance require the operator t$h other physicaseparations to exclude the use of the mass tran
avehicle involved in an accident to file with a designated munidit way by vehicles other than those specifically permitted to-oper
pal department or €iter a report of such accident or a copy of angtethereon.

reportrequired to be filed with the department. All such reportsHistory: 1973 c. 861983 a. 130

arefor the confidential use of such department dicef and are
otherwisesubject to s346.73 except that this section does not. A X .
prohibit the disclosure of a perssmame or address, of the namg'CyCIe ways. (1) The governing body of any citsown, vik
or address of a persanemployer or of financial information that/29€OF county may by ordinance: o
relatesto a person when requested unde#%22 (2m)to the (&) Designate anyoadway or portion thereof under its juris
department ofthildrenand families or a county child supportdictionas a bicycle lane.

349.185 Authority to regulate certain events and

49.23 Authority to designate bicycle lanes and

agencyunder under $£9.53 (5) (b) Designate any sidewalk or portion thereof in its jurisdiction
History: 1971 c. 1641977 c. 2%.1654 (7) () 1997 a. 1912007 a. 20 asa bicycle way

. - . _ (2) A governing body designating a sidewalk or portion

349.20 Authority to prohibit use of bridges for fishing thereofas a bicycle way or a highway or portion thereof as a

or swimming. The authority in chge of maintenance of a high
way on which is located a bridge or approéwéreto which consti
tutean undue trdéit hazard, if used by pedestrians for the purpose
of fishing or swimming, may erect signs prohibiting the fishing
swimming off of such bridge or approach.

bicyclelane under this section may:

(a) Designate the type and character of vehiotether modes

travel which may be operated on a bicycle lane or bicycle way
rovidedthat the operation of such vehicle or ottmexde of travel

is not inconsistent with the safe use and enjoyment of the bicycle

349.21 Authority to regulate school bus warning laneor b'cyd? way bY blcyc!e urtie. .
lights. (1) The governing body of any town, cityillage or  (b) Establish priority of right-of-way on the bicycle lane or
countymay by ordinance provide for tiuse of flashing red warn Dicycleway and otherwise regulate the use of the bicycle lane or
ing lights by school bus operatorsarresidence or business-dis Picycle way as it deems necessaryhe designating governing
trict when pupils or other authorized passengers are to be loafigdy may after public hearing, prohibit through fiiafon any
or unloaded at a location at which thare no trafc signals and highway or portion thereof designated as a bicycle lane, except
suchpersons must cross the street or highefpre being loaded thatthrough trafic may not be prohibited oany state highway
or after being unloaded. Thedesignating governing body shall erect and maintdioiaif

(2) The governing body of any town, cityillage or county SI9NSgiVing notice ofthe regulations and priorities established

may, by ordinance, prohibit the use of flashing red warning Iigh‘rﬁqderth'ﬁ paragraph, arshall mark all bicycle lanes and bicycle

by school busoperators when pupils or other authorized passe‘f’f""ysW't ,aPP“’p“ate sIgns. . .

gersare loaded or unloaded directiom or onto the school ~ (€) Paintlines or construct curbs establish other physical

groundsor that portion of the right-of-wayetween the roadway Separationso exclude the use of ttigcycle lane or bicycle way

and the school grounds in a zone designated by “school” warn¥y vehicles other than those specifically permitted to operate

signsas providedn s.118.08 (1)in which a street or highway bor thereon.

dersthe grounds of a school. (3) The governing body of any cityown, village or county
History: 1973 c. 931987 a. 125 may by ordinance prohibit the use of bicycles and motor bicycles

on a roadway over which they have jurisdiction, after holding a
349.215 Authority to appoint school crossing  guards.  public hearing on the proposal.
The governing body of any cityillage, town or county may by = History: 1973 c. 87182 1977 c. 2081983 a. 243
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349.235 Authority to restrict use of in-line skates on feur’s and operatods license or a taxicab license in any other
roadway. (1) The governing body of any cjtyown, village or municipality for the purpose of carrying taxicab passengers for
countymay by ordinance restritie use of in—line skates on anyhire from one municipality to anothelbut this exception does not
roadwayunder its jurisdiction. No ordinance may restrict pay  permitthe chau®ur or operator to operataaxicab wholly within
sonfrom riding upon in-line skates while crossing a roadway #te limits of any municipality in which the chdafir oroperator
acrosswalk. is not licensed.

(2) Thedepartment of natural resources may promulgate rules(3) Any person licensed under this section is required te com
designatingroadways under its jurisdiction upon which in—lingly with the licensing requirements of @43
skatesmay be used, except that no rule may permit a person usingjstory: 1989 a. 1051993 a. 246

in—li H erestrictions in sub.(2) that prevent municipalities from requiring licenses from
in—line skates to attach the skates or himself or herself to QQ isand drivers with licenses from other municipalities do not pertain to the permits

vehicleupon a roadway requiredunder a Milwaukee Countyrdinance governing airport taxis as neither the
History: 1993 a. 260 countynor the airport is a municipality in the relevant serSeunty of Milwaukee
v. Williams, 2007 W1 69301 Wis. 2d 134732 N.w2d 770 05-2686

349.236 Authority to regulate operation of electric  per- . . . .
sonal assistive mobility devices. (1) The governing body 349-25 Authority to license hayrack and sleigh rides.

of any municipality or county may ordinance, do any of the fol (1) In counties containing a city of tHiest or second class, the
Iowiné: pality ty maby y ownerof a vehicle to be operated upon a high¥eanthe purpose

of transporting persons for hire in what is commonly known as a
yrackride, a sleigh, boxsled or bobsled ride or a ride of similar
ureand every person who is to operate such a vehicle shall
taina license fronthe county board before so operating such
ehicle. Any persowperating any such vehicle under the cir

(a) Prohibit the operatioaf electric personal assistive mabil
ity devices on all roadways under its jurisdiction having a spe.
limit of more than 25 miles per hour or only on certain roadwa;
or portionsof such roadways, under its jurisdiction having a spe

limit of more than 25 miles per hour that are designated in the Ottimstancesiescribed without first obtaining a license from the

nance. | - .
- . . . . countyboard may be fined not more than $100 or imprisoned not
(b) Prohibit the operatioaf electric personal assistive mabil moret¥1an 30 da))//s or both. $ P

ity devices on all sidewalks under its jurisdiction or only on certain (2) No county board may issue a license for any of the vehicles

sidewalks,or portions of such sidewalks, under jitsisdiction f ;
that are designated in the ordinance. This paragraph does ﬁggtlonedn sub.(1) unlesgthe applicant does not have an arrest

. - - onviction record, subject to 94.1.321111.322and111.335%
applyto the operation of such devicesany sidewalk at a perma b . o A .
nentor temporarily established driveway anduntil the applicant exhibits proof that liability insurance will

o . . ... bein force for the protection of passengers in the minimum

(bm) Prohibit the operation of electric personal assistivgyountof $10,000 for any one passenger and $50,000 for any
mobility devices on abicycle paths under its jurisdiction or onlysingle accident. Sectio532.24is applicable to thénsurance

on certain bicycle paths, or portions of such bicycle paths, unqgpjiredunder this section, whether the vehicle is a motor vehicle
its jurisdiction that aredesignated in the ordinance. This pargy, g propelled in some other manndthe county board shall set
graphdoes not apply to the operation of such devices on afi amount for each licensssued, not to exceed an amount rea
bicycle paths at a permanent or temporarily establisie@way  sonaplyrelated to the actual and necessary cost of providing the

(c) Designate and matkcations for electric personal assistivajcense.

mobility devices to cross a state trunk highway or connecting (3) The county board mayafter notice and hearing accorded
highwaythat is not a controlled-access highway anavhich the  ,¢'jicensee, revoke any license issued by it pursuant to this sec

department has prohibited the operation of elepgisonabssis  {jon whenever in its judgment the public safety so requires.
tOI\I’/i g?ﬁl?'“% gegfgfi léggjrf‘:ggf étlhge)nﬁ)sezfnginalcéeggts)iln (4) No vehicle licensed pursuant to this section shall be-oper
ounty may : 9 : 9 edupon a highway for thpurpose of transporting persons for
designatedinder this paragraph only as directed by the dep ire unless it is equipped with at least one red reflett@ach of
ment. . . s the 2 rear corners of the vehicle and with at least onerbfiector
(2) Exceptas otherwise provided in this chapte.346 and 41 each of the 2 front comers of the vehicle and at the front end of
$.59.84 (2) (j) the governing bodgf any municipality or county hepole ortongue. All such reflectors shall be of a type approved
may not restrict the operation of electric personal assistive mohj\, 1he department.
|tdeeV|F:ezs cin any roadway or sidewalk under its jurisdiction. (5) The county boardn any county not containing a city of the
Istory: 2001.2. 90 first or second class may by ordinance require owners @i
torsof vehicles to be used for the purposes specified in($utm

SUBCHAPTERIII belicensed. The actual issuance of the license malelegated
to the county clerk.
LICENSING POWERS History: 1975 c. 375%.44; 1975 c. 4211977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 380

1981c. 391s.211; 1983 a. 146

349.24  Authority to license taxicab operatorsandtaxi - 34926 Authority to allow the operation of neighbor -

cabs. (1) The council of any city and every village or toWhoo4 electric vehicles. (2) Subject to sub3), the governing

boardmay: ) ~ Dbodyof any city town, or village mayy ordinance allow the use
(a) Regulateand license chatgurs and operators of taxicabsof a neighborhood electric vehicle on a roadway that has a speed

usedfor hire; limit of 35 miles per hour or less and owdrich the citytown, or
(b) Regulate and license the taxicab business by licensing ewaitlage has jurisdiction.

taxicabused for hire; (3) (a) An ordinance under suf2) may apply to a connecting
(c) Prohibit any person from operating any motor veHiate highway,or to an intersection where the roadveagsses a state

taxicabpurposes upon the highways of the cifjlage or town trunk highway within the city town, or village only if all of the

unlessthe person is licensed as a cliewf and operator and following apply:

unlessthe taxicab business is licenseyl the licensing of each 1. The city town, or village provides written notice to the

taxicab; departmenbf the ordinance, including identification of any eon
(d) Revoke any license mentioned in this sectitren in its necting highway or state trunk highway intersection to wttieh
judgmentthe public safety so requires. ordinancewill apply.
(2) Any person licensed by any citgllage or town as ehaut 2. Within 21 days of receiving the notice under subgthe

feur and operator shall not be requirtedprocure either a chauf departmenthasprovided written or oral consent to the use of

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/346.94(18)(a)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/ch.%20346
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/59.84(2)(j)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/90
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/ch.%20343
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/105
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/246
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/301%20Wis.%202d%20134
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/732%20N.W.2d%20770
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/05-2686
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/349.25(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/111.321
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/111.322
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/111.335
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/632.24
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/349.25(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/375
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/375,%20s.%2044
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/421
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/380
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/391,%20s.%20211
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/146
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/349.26(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/349.26(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2007/349.26(3)(a)1.

11 Updated 07-08Wis. Stats. Database STATE AND LOCAL POWERS

neighborhoodelectric vehicleson the connecting highway or
throughthe intersection crossing tiséate trunk highway or has
failed to object to the use of neighborhood electric vehicles on the
connectinghighwayor through the intersection crossing the state
trunk highway

(b) If the department makes a timely objection under(par
2., no ordinance enacted under this sectiowalid for that con
nectinghighway or that intersection crossing the state trunk-high
way.

H?/story: 2005 a. 3292007 a. 33
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