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CHAPTER 83

COUNTY HIGHWAYS

83.001 Definition. 83.065 County road and bridge fund; tax levy

83.01  Countyhighway commissioner 83.07  Acquisition of lands, quarries, gravel pits; relocation; eminent domain.
83.013 County trafic safety commissions. 83.08  Acquisition of lands and interest therein.

83.015 County highway committee. 83.09  Emegency repairs of county trunk highways.

83.016 Traffic patrol oficers, appointment, duties, bond. 83.11  Marking section and quarter section corners in highways.

83.018 Road supplies; committee may sell to municipalities. 83.12  Cattle passes.

83.02  County aid highways. 83.13  Guideboards.

83.025 County trunk highways. 83.14  County aid on town and village initiative.

83.026 Federal aid secondary highways. 83.15  Aid by county for state line bridge or highway

83.027 Controlled—access highways. 83.16  County may contract with foreign county

83.03  County aid; local levy; donations. 83.17  County may assume compensation liability; agreements with localities.
83.035 Streets and highways, construction. 83.18  Entry on lands.

83.04  Highway construction by county; noncontract work; payments. 83.19  Temporary highways and detours.

83.05 Improving streets over 18 feet wide. 83.20  Highways, lighting.

83.06  Maintenance of county aid highways. 83.42  Rustic roads system.

83.001 Definition. In this chapter‘department” means the (6) PayMENT OFSALARIES. The salaries, expenses of mairtain
departmenbf transportation. ing an ofice and the necessary traveling expenses of the county
History: 1985 a. 223 highwaycommissionerassistants and special highway patrolmen

in counties havinguch patrolmen may be paid monthly out of the

83.01 County highway commissioner . (1) ELecTionor general fund after beirgudited and approved by the county high
APPOINTMENT. (@) Except as provided under p#s.and(c), the way committee. All such expenditures out of the general fund
countyboardshall elect a county highway commissionérthe  shallbe reimbursed out of moneys received und86s3Q
county board fails to elect a countyighway commissiongethe (7) DuTies. (a) Except as provided undeB8.015 (2) (b)the
countyshall not participate in state allotments for highways. countyhighway commissioner shall have ajeunder the direc

(b) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more, thi®n of the county highway committee, of tbenstruction of high
countyhighway commissioner shall also be the directguudflic  waysbuilt with county aid and of the maintenance ohahways
works. The person holding the position of county highway-comaintainedby the county
missionerand director of public works, under the classified ser (b) Except as provided under88.015 (2) (h)the county high
vice, on June 16.] é974h, shall continue in that c??amty unﬁler ciyjby commissioner shall perform all duties required by the county
serV|c_|ghstatu§ntl theat , r?5|gnatlotr] or rﬁnrlova rprtn SUCN POShhardand by the county highway committee and shall do or cause
lon. 1hereafter the county executive shall appoint as succes?rbe done all necessary engineering and make all necessary
adirector of transportation who shall assume the duties of coun

highwaycommissioner and director of public works and is subjeg amingtionsfor the establishment, construqtion, improver_nent
to confirmation by the county board, as provided iB%17 (2) d maintenance of highwaysThe county highway commis

(bm) sioner shall establish such grades amakesuch surveys and
: mapsor cause the sante be made as the commissioner considers
(c) Except as provided under pér), in any county with a proper,and examine the highways and report as to the condition
countyexecutive or a county administrattite countyexecutive of roads, bridges and culverts, and make estimates of the cost of
or county administrator shadppoint and supervise the countythe improvement thereof, and of tbest of any relocation when
highway commissioner The appointment is subject to confirmarequiredto do soor when the commissioner considers the same
tion by the county board unless the county board, by ordinanggasonablynecessary
electsto waive confirmation or unless tlappointment is made . L
undera civil service system competitive examination procedure (€) The county highway commissioner shall have gaar all
establishedinder s59.52 (8)or ch.63. Notwithstanding £3.01 countyroad machinery antbols, and shall be responsible to the
(7) (@) and(b), the highway commissioner is subject only to thE0Untyboard for their proper maintenance, repaid storage, and
supervisionof the county executive or county administrator shallin the annual report required under. gdy make a complete
inventoryof the same, which inventory shall show the date of pur

(2) Term. Unless the county board establishesfemwifit term  chasethe location and condition of such machinery and teol,
of service by ordinance, upon his or her first electiorctiwnty  the cost and present value thereof.

highwaycommissioner shall serve until the first Monday in Janu

ary of the 2nd year succeeding the year of the electionjfand (d) The county highway commissioner shall makannual
reelectedt shall be for a 2-year term. reportto the department and to the county board at its annual meet

) . ing containing an itemized statement of all expenditures made
(3) SaLAry. The salary of the county highwagmmissioner from the county road and bridge fund during the year ending
shallbe as determined undersg.22 Novemberl. The commissioner shall include in the report an
(4) OFFICEAND AssISTANTS. The county board shall provideitemizedestimate of the amount needed to properly mairtkein
the county higher commissioner with suitabldia#s and such countytrunk highways in the county for the succeeding year and
assistantsis are necessary for thmper performance of the cem shallmake such recommendations as deemed advisable.

missioner'sduties. (e) The county highway commissioner and the commission
(5) Bonbp. The countyhighway commissioner shall give bonder’s employees may enter private laridsthe purpose of making
in such sum as the county board shall from time to time requigairveysor inspections.
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() Whenever any fence encroaches upon any highway on thg€b) Countiesmay combine for the purposes of .p@), if
countytrunk or state trunk system, the county highway commidesired.
sionermay issue an order requiring the owner or occupant of the(c) Thecommissions shall file a report on each meeting with
landto which such fence is appurtenant to remove the fence frqﬁ@ department.
the highway within 30 days. The order shall be served personally . . -
or by registered mail. If the fence is not sooner removecdine __ (2) Thedepartment shall furish each commission wittfiraf
missionershall, after the expiration of 30 dayemove the fence. @ccidentdata and uniform tréi€ citation data for the rural, fed
The commissioner shall keep ancurate account of the expens&'a; State, and county highways in the jurisdictions represented in
thereofwhich shall be paid by the countfhe expense shall be €2¢h commission, which shaidentify the accident rates and
chargedo the town in whictsuch lands are situated and shall bgrrestra;es on their highways, and shall also furnish a suitable map
addedto its tax roll as a special tax against slerfds, and shall 'Of US€ in spotting accidents.
be collected and accountddr as other county taxes are. [f the History: 1971 ¢. 125279 1975 c. 381421, 1977 c. 291981 c. 3141983 a. 291

. L . - "S1985a, 2235.5; 1993 a. 2461997 a. 271999 a. 15(.672
claim of encroachment is disputed, the dispute shall be decidedin b 7

the manner prescribed by 86.04 (3) 83.015 County highway committee. (1) ELECTION; cCOM-

(9) The county commissioner shall compile and maintainP&ENSATION;TERM. (&) Except as otherwise provided in fareach
recordof the laying out, alteration or discontinuamdeall high-  countyboard athe annual meeting shall by ballot elect a commit
waysin the county outside the limits of cities and villag@he teeof not less than 3 nor more thapersons, to serve for one year
recordshall be known as the county highway register and be k&eginningeither as soon as elected or on Janlidoflowing their
in the manner or form prescribed by the department. The couglgction, as designated by the county board, and untilsirebes
highwaycommissioner or agents shall have actesse records Sors are elected. Any vacancy in the committee may be filled until
of town clerks and may have temporary custody of such as are rigg next meeting of the county board by appointment madbeoy
essarnyfor the purpose ahaking accurate and appropriate copieghairpersorof the board. The committee shall be known as the
thereof. The departmenshall assist in the compilation of the“county highway committee”, and shall be the only committee
recordsand shall furnish to theounty highway commissioner representinghe county in the expenditure of county funds in
suchinformation as the department deemppropriate relative to constructingor maintaining, or aiding in constructing or maintain
thelaying out of military territorial and such other roads as havi®g highways.
beenauthorized by the legislature. The information contained in (b) The members of the county highway committee shall be
the county highway register shall be placed in the county regist@imbursedfor their necessary expenses incurred in the perfor
of deeds’ diice, which records shall be kept separate and ap@ihnceof their duties, and shall be paid the same per dietimfer
from the records of real estate and shall in no event be indexedédgessarilyspent in the performance of their duties as is fmid
indexesprovided for ordinary real estate conveyance. Such-regifembersof other county board committees, not, however
ter of deeds’ dice shall be used solely as a safe repository for sugkceeding500 for per diem, in addition to necessary expenses,
county highway register and shall never be considered a part oftthany member in any yeanA different amount may be fixed as
official real estate records. Such county highway register maygaximum by the county board.
supplementedrom time to time by the county highwagpmmis
sionerand such supplemental informatiortasbe treated in the
samefashion as the original county highway register all of Wh'oﬁership,manner of appointment, methodfifing vacancies and
shallbe admissible in evidence.

Hi 1973 c. 2621977 c. 2%5s.1654(8) (c), (d), (f), 1656 (43)1977 c. 273 theterms of the members.

istory: c. c. 2%s. c), (d), (f), c. . . . .

1981c. 2171985 a. 291985 a. 223.5; 1989 a. 1711991 a. 3161995 a. 2011997 (d) Th'e town chairperson of each town in which county_ald

a.35 constructionis performed shall be a member of the county-high
Countiesare without the power to furnish equipment or supplies or to contract\ygay committee, or shall act with such committee, on all matters

do repair work on private roads and driveways. 61.ABgn. 304. i h ! tructi in the t thie t ’h ted
Countyhighway commissioners are appointed by the county board. Their sal& e_c Ing such construction in the town, the town has voted a

is to be fixed, and may be changed during their term, under s. 59.15 (2) [npRrtion of the cost thereof.

59.22(2)].63 Atty. Gen. 286. .
A cgu)r]ny boari/j may provide for an indefinite term diteffor a highway commis ) POWERSAND DUTIES. (a) Except as providathder par(b),
sioner.80 Atty. Gen. 46 the county highway committee shall purchase and sell cooady
machineryas authorized by the county board, determine whether
83.013 County traffic safety commissions. (1) (a) For eachpiece of county aid construction shall be let by contract or
eachcounty the county highway commissioner or a designatédnallbe done by day laboenter into contracts in the name of the
representativethe chief county tréit law enforcement dicer or ~ county,andmake necessary arrangements for the proper prosecu
adesignated representative, the county highway seéetgdina  tion of the construction and maintenance of highwarided
tor, and a representative designated by the county board from &€ty the county board, enter private lands with their employees
of the disciplines of education, medicine and law arepBesenta o remove weeds and brush and erect or remove fencearéhat
tivesinvolved in law enforcement, highways and highway safegecessaryo keephighways open for travel during the winter
designatedy the secretary of transportation shall comprise a trafirect the expenditure of highway maintenance funds received
fic safety commission that shall meet at lepsdrterly to review from the state or provided by county tax, meet from time to time
traffic accident data from the county and otherfiragafety atthe county seat taudit all payrolls and material claims and
relatedmatters. The county board chairperson, or the courfguchersresulting from theconstruction of highways and per
executiveor county administrator ia county having suchfafes, form other duties imposed by law or by the county board.
may appoint additional persons to serve as a member of the countyb) In any county with a highway commissioregwpointed
traffic safety commission. The commissions shall designate a patiders.83.01 (1) (b)or (c), the county highway committee shall
sonto prepare and maintain a spot map showing the locatifonse only a policy-making bodgetermining the broad outlines and
traffic accidents on county and town roads and on city and villagenciplesgoverning administration and the county highway com
streetdf the population ofhe city or village is less than 5,000 andnissionershall have the administrative powers and dupies
to maintain trafic accident data received from cities, villages andcribedfor the county highway committee under.faJ, sub.(3)
townswith a population 05,000 or more under86.0141 Upon (a)and ss27.065 (4) (bynd(13), 32.05 (1) (a)82.08 83.01 (6)
eachreview the commission shall make written recommend®3.013 83.018 83.025 (1)and(3), 83.026 83.035 83.04 83.05
tionsfor any corrective actions it deems appropriatthe depast (1), 83.07t0 83.09 83.12 83.14 (6) 83.17 83.18 83.42 (3)and
ment, the county board, the county highway committee or arg§), 84.01 (5)84.06 (3)84.07 (1)and(2), 84.09 (1) (3) (a)to(c)
otherappropriate branch of local government. and(4), 84.10 (1) 86.04 (1)and(2), 86.07 (2) 86.19 (3@6.34

(c) Notwithstanding paxa), eachcounty board may fix the
umberof members on the county highway committee, the mem
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(2),114.33 (5)349.07 (2)349.11 (4)and(10) and349.15 (2) No  without prejudice to the exercise of the power to change sueh sys
statutory power duty or function specified elsewhere for théems. Such systems are hereby designated as the county aid high
county highway commissioner may be deemed impliedlway system.

repealedor the sole reason that reference to it has been omitted2) The department, othe petition of at least 100 freeholders,
in this paragraph. may, after investigation, make such alterations in the system
(3) CosTACCOUNTINGSYSTEM. (@) Eacttounty board, except county aid highways as it deems necessary to serve the public
in counties of a population of 500,000 or qw#rall provide for interest.
and require the county highway committee and county highway (3y The county board may alter such systems as provided in s.
departmento use the system of cost accounting devised by tgg 025(1).
departmenbf revenue. History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) (c) 1977 c. 418.924 (48) 1985 a. 2235.3, 5.
(b) Any variations, adjustments, corrections and revisions in )
the system shall be made annually so as tofeetafe on January 83.025 County trunk highways. (1) (a) The systems of
1 of each year following the proposed change. countytrunk highways heretoforgelected by county boards and

(c) Any changes so proposed in order to becofeetdfe shall approvedby the department are hereby validated. Changes may
b P e made in the county trunk system by the county boapt@s
emutually agreed upon lijpe department and a majority of th ided in thi : Th board i king the
countyhighway departments of the state. Ided in this section. The county board in making nges
o ] _mayorder the county highway committee to lay out new highways
(d) The department may insist on the adoption of the uniforamd acquire the interests necessary by phecedures under s.
systemin any county beforentering into agreements with suchg3.08 A county board may not make additions to a county trunk
countyfor the maintenance of state trunk highways. system from a city or village street or towsadwithout the con
History: 1971 c. 21s.124 1977c. 29ss.915 1654 (8) () 1979 c. 10,147, sentof the departmerdand of the governing body of the gityl-
19852 291985 a. 2235.2,5; 1987 a. 271989 a56.258 1997 a. 272003 a. 214 34601 town in which the proposed addition is locatédcounty
NOTE: 2003 Ws. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive ' )
explanatory notes. boardmay not make deletions from a county trunk system without
This section does not preclude county boards from auditing county highway cothe approval of thedepartment, and, except as provided in this

mitteevouchers prior tpayment thereof from county funds. Howevbe board i i
auditauthority is limitedto determining whether the expenditure is within the scopearagrapmnd par(d), without the approval of the governing bOdy

of the committees statutory or delegated authori§3 Atty Gen. 136. of the city village or town inwhich the proposed deletion is

locatedor, in the case of a proposed deletiofeeting morethan
83.016 Traffic patrol officers, appointment, duties, onecity, village or town, without the approval of a majority of the
bond. (1) The county board, or one of its committees to whicgoverningbodies of such cities, villages or towns.

it may delegate such authoritgay appoint trdic officers forthe () The county board, or the courtighway committee, shall,
enforcemenbf laws relating to the highways or their use, or thgy conference with the boards or highwammittees of adjoin
maintenancef order upon or near the highwaysaflic officers  jng counties, or otherwise, cause their respective county truak sys
may arrest without warrant any person who, in their presefe, temsto join so as to make continuous lines of travel between the
latesany law relating to highways or tmeaintenance of order coynties. Any highway which i part of the county trunk system

uponor near highways. Any tria officer, sherif, constable or shajl, by virtue thereof, be a portion of the system of county aid
otherpolice oficer may make such arrest without warrant on thgighways.

requesbf any other trdic officer, sherif, constable or police tf
cerin whose presence asych ofense has been committed. The \: -
appointmenb? any trafic o¥ficer may be revoked at any time byPOrtionof the county trunk system prior to May 1, 1939, shall be
the county board or one of its committees to which it may delegét ort_lton of ;:?e county trLﬁnkhs_ystetmd Al stretetts orkhlhgh\r/]vays in
suchauthority No trafic officer shall receive or accept from or"Y CIty Or vilage over which 1souted a county trunk highway
for any person he or she has arrestednaoyey or other thing of or forming connections through the city or village between por
value,as or in lieu of bail or for the perssrappearance before allons Of the county trunk highway system shiadl a part of the
court, or to cover or be applied to the payment of fines or cosfQuUNtytrunk system unless the governing body of the city er vil
or as a condition of such persenelease ade, by resolution, removes the street or highway fromstjse
) X T tem, but the removal shall apply only to that portion of any street

(2)d T(;af_flﬁ Ofgcgr& Eef%reexerm&gg thde"' pom(/jers_, shall bh‘?orr]highway which is situated wholly within the city or village.

providedwith a badge by the county board or its designee whic (d) In counties having a population of 500,080more the

shallbe worn when on duty .
) ) . . . countyboard may remove frotine county trunk highway system
(3) Traffic officers shall furnish bonds in a sufired by the anypart thereof whiclies within an incorporated village or ity
countyboard to indemnify the county for any and all claamis byt the removal shall not befetted until one year after annex
ing out ofthe performance of their duties. The cost of such bongi§on proceeding déctingthe area in question has become final.

shallbe paid by the countyn lieu of furnishing bonds, suchfief (€) Whenever aounty has completed a functional and juris
(Cf)r?tr)r;ay be included in a schedule or blanket bond undex.87 dictional classification of highways and the classification plan has
) beenapproved by the countyoard, the local governing bodies
and the department, those roads and streets allocatetheto
county’s jurisdiction will be known as county trunk highways.

e,ﬁdditions and deletions from theounty trunks under this para

road building and maintenance supplies on open account to aq{aéph n thg (\j/arlous municipalities may be made as provided in
city, village, town or school district within the county; and anP rs.(a) and(d). o
suchcity, village, town or school district is authorized to purchase (2) The countytrunk system shall be marked and maintained
suchsupplies. by the county No county shall be responsible for the construction
It is permissible for aounty highway department to sell road sand or salt to munictNd maintenance of a citgr village street on the county trunk
D rchace She ot it oo h e & e . o I\ SySfert i & greater width thare those portons o such
Eerglly,a I(.éounty may not sell road maintenance supplies to’; privat% p%lit}{éhds SyStemol'ItSIC.je the village or city and. connecting Wlt.h such street.
to resell the supplies on the private marke\G 2-01 Whena portion of a county trunk highway extending frome
countyto another has less mileage than is practical for a patrol sec
83.02 County aid highways. (1) The system of prospective tion, such portion shall be patrolled by the county in which the
state highways heretofore selected by the county boards amdjorportion of the highway lies, and each county shall bear its
approvedby the highway commission are hereby validated bptoportionateshare of the expense of maintenance, payable

(c) Any city or village street or portion thereof selected as a

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (b) 1977 c. 43203

83.018 Road supplies; committee may sellto  munici -
palities. The county highway committee is authorized to s
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monthly. The markingand signing of the county trunk highwayor prohibit access to or departure fraotras the county board
systemsshall be uniform throughout tistate, as prescribed by thedeemsnecessary or desirable. The county board may eliminate
department. intersectionsat grade of controlled—accesghways with exist

(3) Thecounty highway committee, subject to the approval ing highways or streets, by grade separation or service road, or by

th tv board ter int ts with the d t ingoff such roads and streets at the right-of-wayndary
asepcrgsir:jgd %agg,Grg%y(g? erinto agreements wi © depar m&ne of such controlled-access highwatyd may divide and sepa

History: 1973 c. 1601977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (d) 1985 a. 2231993 a. 246 rate atr:y C(_)ntcrjolledb_ accej.s _Q_lghwayt_lnto septz?]rate hroa_dV\llays or

Sub.(1), as amended by ch. 160, law48¥3, does not require counties to develo;]an_es y raise - curbings, aivi 'n_g Sections OI’_ other p YS|ca -Sepa
a functional anqurisdictionalclassification of highways. Nor is a properly approvedationsor by signs, markers, stripes other suitable devices, and
classification plan a prerequisite to a county beaggercise of its authority pursuant may execute an}zonstruction necessary in the development ofa

g’rif;r";p%r)otv"a',”gf"{gx;ag%;‘;g“; fggd,ftgg?fhfzgf’“”‘y trunk highway system withouy 5y led-accessighway including service roads or separation
of grade structures.
83.026 Federal aid secondary highways.  The county (4) CONNECTIONSWITH OTHERHIGHWAYS. After theestablish

highway committee shall cooperate with the departmerthér mentof any controlled—access highwayp street or highway or
selectionof a system of federal aid secondary and feeder rogsigate driveway shall be opened into or connected waitry
within the meaning of the Federal Aid Road Act approved July leontrolled—acceshighway without the previous consent and
1916(39 Stats. at L. 355), and all acts amendatory thereof and sHgprovalof the county board, in writing, which shall be given only
plementarythereto. The county highwapmmittee shall request if the public interest shatie served thereby and shall specify the
and consider recommendations from the governing bodfes termsand conditions on which sucnsent and approval is given.
municipalities within the countyas to eligible highways and .

(5) Use oF HicHwAY. No personshall have any right of

streetswithin such municipalities to be selected as part of such d ture f ; | trolled—
system. The highways and streets selected by the committee to ranceupon or departure Iroir travel across any controfie

. Ay accesdighway orto or from abutting lands, except at places des
gé’;ﬁ of such system shall be subject t ovalof the county ignatedand provided for such purposes, and on such terms and

History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) (c) 1985 . 223.5. ggg%tlonsas may be specified from time to time by the county

83.027 Controlled—access highways. (1) AUTHORITY OF (6) ABUTTING OWNERS. After the designation of a controlled—
COUNTY BOARD; PROCEDURE. The legislature declares that theaccesshighway the owners or occupants of abutting lands shall
effective control of trafic entering upon or leaving intensively haveno right or easement of access, by reason of the fact that their
traveledhighways is necessary in the interest of public safety ~ propertyabuts on the controlled—access highwajooother rea
venienceandthe general welfare. The county board may desigon,except only the controlled right of access and of lightorir
nateas controlled—access highways the portions of the coumigw.

trunk system on which, after tfaf engineering surveys, inves  (7) SpeciaL crRossING PERMITS.  Whenever property held
tigationsand studies, it findsjetermines and declares that thgnderone ownership is severed by a controlled-access highway
averageraffic potential is in excess of 1,08@hicles per 24-hour the county board may permit a crossingaatesignated location,
day, except such controlled—access designation shall nofd® ef, he ysed solely faravel between the severed parcels, and such

tive in cities, villages and towns unttie decision of the county \,seshall cease if such parcels pass into separate ownership.
boardhas been referred to and approved by the governing body o? P P P P

suchcity, village or town. Such designation of a portioranf/ (8) RiGHT-OF-wAY. Any lands or other privater public prop
countytrunk highwayin any county as a controlled—access higt€rty Or interest in such property needed to carry out the purposes
way shall not be &cted until after a public hearing in theatter of this section may be acquired by the county board as provided
hasbeen held in the county courthouse or other convenient pufls-83.07and83.08

placewithin the county following notice by publication of a class (9) CooperarivE AGREEMENTS. To facilitate the purposes of

3 notice, under chO85. If the county board then finds that thethis section, the county board and the governing bodies of,a city
averageraffic potential is as providebly this subsection, and thattown or village are authorized to enter into agreements with each
the designation of the highway asantrolled—access highway is other or with the federal government respecting the financing,
necessaryn the interest of public safetyonveniencand the gen planning,establishment, improvement, maintenance, use, regula
eralwelfare, it shall make its finding, determination and deelaréion or vacation ofcontrolled—-access highways or other public
tion to that eflect, specifying the character of thentrols to be waysin their respective jurisdictions.

exercised. Copies of the findingdetermination and declaration

: : : ; 10) LocAL sERVICEROADS. In connection with the develop
shallbe recorded with the register of deeds, filed with the cou ( ~ . .
clerk, and published in theewspaper in which the notice of heaﬂ't')(entOf any controlled-access highwdlye county board and city

ing was published. and the order stlefective on such publ town or village highway authorities are authorized to plan, desig
cation. At the time of designating such controlled—access-mil ale, establish, use, regulate, ajtanprove, maintain or vacate

age the total of such mileage in any county shall not exceed 3 g/cal service roads and streets or to designate as local seraite

; ; ; dstreets any existing roads or streets, and to exercise jurisdic
of the county trunk mileage in such county on the preceding Jal ; ; ! . !
ary 1 as published by the department. Ion over local service roads in the same manner as is authorized

over controlled—access highways undhis section if, in their
(2) CONTROLLED-ACCESSHIGHWAY DEFINED. For the purposes opinion, such local service roads or streets shall servaghes
of this section, a controlled—access highwayaisighway on sarypurposes.
which the trafic is such that the county board has found, deter
minedand declared it to be necessamythe interest of the public o thorized ducted withi . ired
safety,convenience and the general welfare to prohibit entranted g au orlzotla rcon uci dWI in or ?{.' Eroper y acquire
uponand departure from the highway or street except at plad@s©" designated as a controlled-access highway
speciallydesignated and provided for such purposes, and te exer (12) UNLAWFUL USEOFHIGHWAY; PENALTIES. It is unlawful for
cisespecial controls over tifad on such highway or street. any person to drive any vehicle into or from a controlled—access
(3) CONSTRUCTION:OTHERPOWERSOFCOUNTY BOARD. In order Highway except through an opening providet that purpose.

; ; : Any person who violates this provision may fboeed not more
to provide for the public safetgonvenience anthe general wel A
fare, the county board may use an existing highway or providfs@n$100 or imprisoned not more than 30 days or both.
newand additional facilities for a controlled—access highway and (13) VAcATING. A controlled—access highway shall remain
so design the same aitslappurtenances, and so regulate, restristichuntil vacated by order of the county board. The discontinu

(11) ComMERCIAL ENTERPRISES. NO commercial enterprise
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anceof all county trunk highway routings over a highway estalor for the county on the county aid system or for which county aid
lishedas a controlled—access highway shall summarily vacate thesbeen granted the work shall be inspected by the county high
controlled—accesstatus of such sectiaf highway only after a way commissionerand if foundin conformity with plans and
traffic engineer surveinvestigation and study finds, determinespecifications,the commissioner shall so find and notify the
anddeclares that the vacating of the controlled—access status isdnntyhighway committee and tleunty clerk thereof and that
the publicinterest. Such vacating shall not beeefed until after theimprovement has been accepted.

a public hearing is held in the county courthouse or other eonve (4) ypon contract construction final payment shall not be
nient placewithin the countyfollowing notice by publication as madeuntil the work has been accepted as complete by the county
providedin sub.(1). The county board shall record formal ”Ot'c%ighway commissioner In case of noncontract work payment
of any vacation of a controlled—access highwath the register gna|| be made monthly upon verified, detailed, statements and
of deeds of the county wherein such highway lies. payrolls prepared by the county highway commissioner and

History: 1971 c. 1861977 c. 2%.1654 (8) (c)1985 a223s.5; 1993 a. 246490, i i
This section must beatisfied to create a controlled—access highvtégwevera approvedand allowed by the county hlghway committee, and all

countymay adopt an ordinance to control driveway access from private propertyﬂ@y_men':Sha” _be made by orde_rs on the county treasurer in the
a pubiic thoroughfare without creating a controlled-access highwégmmsen v “ordinaryform signed by the chairperson of the county board and

Schueller228 Ws. 2d 627599 N.W2d 21(Ct. App. 1999). the county clerk, unless the county has adopted sorfierefit
method of making disbursements, in which eventshall be

accordingto such method and all ordesisall be drawn upon and

boardmay construct or improve or repair or aid in constructing 8% ot of the fund provided for such construction. Said state
improving or repairing any highway or bridge in the county mentsand payrolls shall be filed with the county clerk.

(2) If any county board determines to improve any portion of (5) When final payment has been made upon any highway
acount;o/ trunk highway with county funds, it may assess not n7(fﬁefprovement,any funds remaining irthe county treasursr
than40% of thetct%st tdthe |mp”rovemen_tt bl.Jt nc;]t_ Or\]/frr] $.1’000 Mhandswhich were provided by any subdivision of the county for
anyyear against the town, vilage or city In walch the IMPFoVe, o harticular improvement, shall be placed together with the

mentis located as a special tax. The county clerk shall certify t , : : : :
tax to the town, village or city clerk who shall put the same in trWSunty sbalance availablfor that job to the credit of such subdi

nexttax roll,and it shall be collected and paid into the county tregsIon of the countyand shalbe used to increase the funds avail

- ; blefor the next construction job said subdivision, and any such
suryas other county taxes are levied, collected and paid. A portjpl}, ,ain the bridge fund may be transferred to the road fund or
or all of such special assessment may be paid by donation.

i vice versa by the town or village board with tagproval of the
(3) Thecounty board may accept donations to the county ebunty highway committee.

moneyor lands for highway or bridge purposesd apply the (6) No order shall be drawn on the county road or bridge fund

idsogra;(l:%r;rglgccordance with the wishes of the donor as nearlyif'lsexcess of the funds available for the particular improvement for

) which drawn, without the authority dhe county board or the
(4) Any county mayby any lawful means, provide funds tocounty highway committee.
matchor supplement state or federal aid for the constructiongistory: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) () 1983 a. 193.303 (2) 1985 a. 223.5; 1991
reconstructionor improvement, under ci4, of any highway a.316
streetor bridge which it is authorized to construct, reconstruct or ) )
improve,and to pay such funds to the departnuerstate treasury 83.05 Improving streets over 18 feet wide. (1) When a
asprovided in $84.03 (1) (b) portion of the system of county aid highwaysaiy city is to be
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) () 1985 a. 291985 a. 223.5, improved,andthe funds from the city and county are available
Sub.(2) prohibits a county from imposingron municipalities to share the cost oftherefor,the city may determine that the roadways shall be paved
countyroad and bridge repair; it does not release a municipality from a voluntdy a greater width than 18 feet. If it so decidescityemay deter
j‘%e,ﬁwgaogfé‘(tg?”}fbpﬁg%gf LaZounty vTown of Rosendald49 Ws. 2d 326 mine the type of improvement, the width, aibther features of
the construction, subject to the approval of the county highway
83.035 Streets and highways, construction. Any county committee.. And said committee shaII fix the amount. per linear
boardmay provide by ordinance that the county nihgough its ~ foot of the improvement to be paid by the couritye city shall
highway committee or other designated countficidl or offi- thenimprove the street in the manner provideserally for mak
cials, enterinto contracts with cities, villages and towns within thég street improvements. The work shall be done under the super
county borders to enable the county to construct and maintajigion of the city but subject to thinspection of the county high

83.03 County aid; local levy; donations. (1) The county

streetsand highways in such municipalities. way commissioner
Countiesmay chage 1% of a project cost administrative fee for work done on  (2) Uponthe completion of the work the courgyghare othe
municipalroads. 63 AttyGen. 321. costshall be paid to the contractor as though the county had been

animmediate party to theontract. Unless specifically authorized
by the countythepayment by the county shall not exceed the cost
of 22 feet of the width of the pavement, as well as a portion of the
stsof grading, draining, and appertaining structures. The bal
eof the expense of thmprovement shall be borne by the ity
c%ﬁd shall be provided in the manner in which expense of street

83.04 Highway construction by county;  noncontract
work; payments. (1) All highway improvements made lige
countyhighway committee shall be by contract, unless the-co
mitteedetermines that some other method would better serve
public interest. The manner of advertising for béahel the forms
of bids, contracts and bonds shall be substantially those use

thedepartment. In letting a contract the county highway oMMy} 2 jepy the city against abuttingroperty in the manner provided

teeacts for the county wherethe improvement is done solely at the expense of the city
(2) If it is deemednadvisable to let a contract for highwaybut such assessments of benefits shall not exceed fheedife

construction,the county highway committee may direct théetweenthe cost of the improvement atiee amount contributed

countyhighway commissioner oroceed with the construction astheretoby the county

noncontractvork, and theeommissioner mayinder the supervi 3) The provisionsof subs(1) and(2) shall apply to villages

sion of the committee, employ and purchase the necessary IaQR towns subject to the approval of the county board.
andmaterials. . )
X . . History: 1993 a. 246248
(3) During construction the work and materials shall be
inspectedby the county highway commissioner or by inspecto&3.06 Maintenance of county aid highways.  All streets
employedby thecommissioner with the approval of the countyand highways improved with coun&yd under this chapter shall
highwaycommittee. Upon the completion of any highway job blge maintained by the towns, cities and villages in wiielylie

é{rovemenﬁs ordinarily met. Assessments of benefits may be
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but this provision shall not diminisbr otherwise déct the duty (b) Whenever the county highway committee considers it nec
of the county with respetb any street or highway which is a por essaryto acquire any lands or interests in land for any purpose
tion of the county trunk highway system, nor the powers of thiescribedn par (a), it shall so order The order or a separate map
countyconferred by s33.03 (1)and(2) or s.83.035 or plat shall show the old and new locations and the lanitsenr
estsrequired. The committee shall file a copy of the order and map
83.065 County road and bridge fund: tax levy. The with thecoynty clerk arin Ilgu of filing a copy of the order and
countyboard shalannually levy a tax of not more than 2 mills of"2P-May f'lﬁ cl)lr record a p'?)n accordance with $4|1.0_95f The |
the dollar, in addition to all other taxes, and the proceeds shall Egmmlttees all attempt to obtain easements or title in fee simple
y conveyance of the lands or interests required, at a price,-includ

known as the “County Road and Bridge FundExpenditures . d idered th ™ Th
from said fund shall be made only for the purposes of constructfﬁg amages, considered reasonabjethe committee. N
nstrumentof conveyance shall name the county as grantee and

andmaintaining highways and bridgaader this chapter and for' - - - )
purchasingpperating, renting aneepairing machineryquarries tsr?a” be 1;|Ied ;Néth t(;'e countglerk and recorded in thefike of
and gravel pits used in such construction and maintenance. eregister of deeds.

(2) If anyof the needed lands or interests therein cannot be
purchasedexpeditiously for a price deemed reasonable by the

relocation; eminent domain. (1) The county highway com committee the committee may acquire the same by condemnation

b ; . . _underch.32.
mittee or town board may acquit@ny lands or interest therein ) ) . .
neededo carry out the provisions diis chapter Whenever the ~ (3) Thecost of land and rights so acquired, including any-dam
countyhighway committee or town board is unable to acquire tRgesallowed and other expenses connected therewith, shall be
sameby purchase at a reasonable price such property mayRsedout of available improvement or maintenance funds.
acquiredby condemnation under c82. (4) Subjecttos.84.09 (3) (cland to the approval of the depart

(1a) Thecounty highway committee or town board may-purMent, the county board is authorized and empowered to sell at
chase or accept donations of remnants of tracts or parcels of [BHBIIC sale, orto sell at private sale for fair market value to an
remainingat the time or after it has acquired portions of the trac@¥/nerof adjacent properfyroperty owned by theounty in fee
or parcels by purchase or condemnation where in the judgment@ighway purposes, when the county board shall determine that
the county highway committee down board the acquisition of SUCNProperty is no longer necessary for the cosnige for high

the remnant would assist in rendering just compensation to a la}jffy Purposes. The fundterived from such sale shall be depos

owner,a part of whose lands have been taken for highway pifed In the county highway fund antle expense incurred in con

posesand would serve to minimize the overall cost of the takigECtion with the sale shall be paid from that fund. However
by the public. provalof the department is not required where county funds

. . only have been used.

(2) In case the counthighway committee or town board sy 1977 c. 2651654 (8) ()1985 a. 223.5, 1997 a. 25282 1999 a. 32
deemsit desirable to acquire any lands or the right to take storzepsa. 212327.
gravel,clay or other material, from private lands for use in the exe ) )
cution of the committees or boards duty or to acquire the right 83.09 Emergency repairs of county trunk highways.
of access to any lands, or thight of drainage across any landsWhenevera flood or other casualty renders any county trunk-high
the committee or board may purchase or condemn such tandvay dangerous for travel, the town chairperson may immediately
right and take title thereto in the name of the county or town, afi@seit and notify the county highway commissioner thereof, and

the costthereof shall be paid out of the highway improvemefii€ commissioner shall promptly make repaiezessary to render
funds. the highway safe for travel. If sfifient funds are not available

. . . in the county maintenance fund, the commissioner, mily the
(3) Whenlands are acquired under this section to relocate Q5 ceniof thye chairperson of the county boardobtthe ggunty

straightenany highway or to provide easier curves at highwayqpay committee, make theecessary repairs, and the cost
intersectionsand tractsiot more than 2 acres in area remain $epg,areofshall be paid as soon as funds are available.

ratedfrom th_emaln body qf land from which th_ey are acquired, History: 1983 a. 19%.303 (2) 1989 a, 565258 2003 a. 214

the county highway committee éown board mayf it deems the _ NOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive

acquisitionof such minor tracts advisable or necessary to beautifyplanatory notes.

the highway or to protect public travel, acquire such minor tracts

in the name of the county or the towrradts in excess of 2 acresg3 11 Marking section and quarter section corners in

of like character may be acquired by agreement. highways. Any countyboard may provide that section and guar
(4) In case the county highway committee or the town boaf€f Section corners in any highway construdgtedhole or in part

is unable to acquire needed lands or rights by contract, such cdffth county funds may be marked with suitable permamenmtu

mitteeor board may acquire the same in the name of the couftgntsor markers; and the expense of putting in and maintaining
or town by eminent domain, as provided in 88. suchmarkers shall be paid out of the county raad bridge fund

History: 1997 a. 253 or other county fund as may be determined by the cauwayd.

83.07 Acquisition of lands, quarries, gravel pits;

83.08 Acquisition of lands and  interest therein. (1) (a) 83.12 Cattle passes. As apart of any highway improvement
The county highway committee may acquiredift, devise, pur  Of @s a separateroject under this chaptecattle passes across
chaseor condemnation any lands or interests in lands for thighwaysmay be constructed ptaces determined by the county
improvementmaintenance, relocation or change of any counf}ghwaycommittee to be necessary and practical.

aid or other highway or street or any bridge on a county aither

highwayor street that the county is empowered to improve or #83.13 Guideboards. The county board magrect and main

in improving or to maintain. The county highway committee main guideboards onounty aid and county trunk highways which
purchaseor accept donations of remnants of tracts or parcels @fenot part of the state trunk highway system, the cost to be paid
land remaining at the time or after it has acquired portions of thoet of such fund as the board shall direct.

tractsor parcels by purchase condemnation where in the judg

mentof the committee the acquisition of the remnant wasisist 83.14 County aid on town and village initiative.

in rendering just compensation to a landowepart of whose (1) Any town meeting or village board may vote a ¢éxot less
landshave been taken for highwayrposes, and would serve tathan$500 to improve a designated portion of a county aid-high
minimize the overall cost of the taking by the public. way and may accept cash donations for such purposes, and when

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/83.03(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/83.03(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/83.035
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/ch.%2032
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/ch.%2032
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/253
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/83.08(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/84.095
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/ch.%2032
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2003/84.09(3)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/223
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/223,%20s.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/253
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/282
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/212
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/327
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/192,%20s.%20303
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/56
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/56,%20s.%20258
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/214
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/214

7 Updated 03-04Wis. Stats. Database COUNTY HIGHWAYS 83.42

acceptedsubsequent proceedings shall be the same as if a tastofamor highway which is the boundary line between such
like amounthad been voted. Highways in villages shall not be eliountyand a county in another state is authorized in conjunction
gible to improvement under this section wherever the buildinggth the board ofupervisors of such adjoining county in such
fronting the highways average more than one to each 60 lineal fetter state, to construct and maintain a bridge or bridges across
of highway The tax shall not exce@imills on the dollar on the suchriver at a place or places within the limitssafch county or
taxableproperty but every town and village may vote $500, améconstruct such highway including its bridges as may be agreed
suchtax shall be paid to the county treasurer when the countyonby the respective boards of supervisors, whenever said board
taxesarepaid. If the total cost of the improvement approved byf supervisors deems it necessaryd to enter into a contract with
thetown meeting or village board exceeds the amount which itdechboard of supervisors of the adjoining county of such other
permittedby this subsection to raise by taxation in the currestatefor the construction, maintenance and repair of such bridges
year,it may vote a tax of ndb exceed the same amount for ther highway

succeeding/ear or years.

(2) Whenthe tax has been voted the tomnvillage board 83.17 County may assume compensation liability;
shall petition the county board at its next annual meetiragpfe agreements_ with Iocal_ltles. Whenever a county c_ontrlbutes
priateat least an equal amount as the cosreliare of the cost of funds to a highway project undertaken by a town, villageitgr
the proposed improvement. The petition shall designate the hidfh the county or a ciftown or village has its highways maintained
way to be improved and state the character of the improvem®ithe county with local funds, thwunty through its county high
andthe amount which has been voted therefor way committee may assume the liability under &2 of the
(3) The county board shall thereupon appropriate for t town, village or city to anyemployee on such project, and may by

improvementa sum equal to or greater than the amount vo:E reemenwith the governing body of the town, village or city

. . . vide for the amount the town, village or city shall pay to the
thereforby the town or village; anshall raise the same by tax or, ,yyy for the assumption of such liabilityThe action of the

all the taxable property of the' county o countyhighway committee shall remain irfedt until the county
(4) No countyshall be required to appropriate in any year ové@oardby resolution disapproves of the action.
$2,000for work in any town or village. History: 1975 c. 14%.54; 1979 c. 89

(5) Theimprovement shall be performed, supervised and p .18 Entry onlands. For constructinggr maintaining any

for and accepted in the same manner as other county aid wofk: : h
) ) ) highway by the countythe county highway committee or com
(6) Constructionshall not begin until the funds to pay for themjssionershall possesall of the powers to acquire and enter lands

sameare in the county treasuand the plans and specificationsonferredupon town boards by 82.03 (2)and(5).
havebeen approved by the county highway committee. After anyiio. 1985 a. 2653202 (56) 2003 a. 214

town has voted the tax such town may borrow moneystmh NOTE: 2003 Wis. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive
improvemenin anticipation of the tax levy and th@propriation explanatory notes.
to be made bthecounty board, and pay the same into the county
treasuryas an advancefter which construction may proceed83.19 Temporary highways and detours. When any
The county shall reimburse the town for such advance wien highwaywhich is maintained or tbe maintained by the county
necessaryunds become available. shallbe practically impassable or be dangerousateel or when

(7) Townsand villages may take the initiative in tineprove it shall be deemed necessary on account of construction or repair
mentof county aid highways by issuing bonds and the funds pi§°rk thereon or for other reasons to suspend travel upon any part
ducedby such bond issue shall be handled and expendedPhguch highwaythe county highway commissioner may lay out
thoughraised by taxation. If the county has not appropriatec®2d0pentemporary highways for the accommodation of public
sumat least equal to tHends raised by the town or village or totfavel through any landsand the county highway commissioner
the proceeds of the town or villagmnds advanced to the countyShallpossess the powers conferred b§2s35upon town boards.
for suchimprovements, the town or village board may petition theid powers shall be exerciséy the county highway commis
county pursuant to sub(2) for an amount equal to one-half ofSionerin like manner and the procedure shall be the same except
suchfunds or of the principahaturing on such bonds in each yeaihat the contract and orders and claim for damages and other
andthe county shall appropriate its share as provided in(3yjb. paperselating to the matter shall be filed with the county clerk,
subjectto the limitation in sub(4), until the county has appropri @ndclaims for damages shall be acted upon by the county board
atedan amount equal to the amount raised by the town or villaijeth® manner provided by 893.80
or to the proceeds of the bonds thus advancBus procedure — History: 1977 c. 28%.12, 1979 ¢. 323.33 1991 a. 3162003 2. 214
mayalso be used to repay funds borrowed and advanced by a tg r;raEté)rfggtSe:us. Act 214 which affected this section, contains extensive
or village for such improvements, as provided in g6h. '

_(8) Thecounty clerk shall, on or before January 1 of each yeg 20 Highways, lighting. Any county may provide for
file with the departmera written statement setting forth the petilighting of improvedhighways maintained by the county or the

tions granted by the county board and the improvements-detgpnstructionof which has been aided by the county or state, and
minedupon under s83.03 the location, character and contemof pridges located thereon.

platedcost of each improvement, and the amount to be paid by the
countyand town or village for making each improvement. 83.42 Rustic roads system. (1) PurpPosE.Inorder to create

History: 1977 c. 265.1654 (8) () 1977 c. 2721985 a. 223.5. andpreserve rustic and scemaads for vehiculabicycle, electric
. . . , personahssistive mobility deviceand pedestrian travel in unhur
83.15 Aid by county for state line bridge or highway . yjeq, quiet and leisurely enjoyment; to protect and preserve-recre

Thecounty board of any county bounded in part by a riveby  ationaldriving, culture, beautyrees, vegetation and wildlife by

a highway either ofwhich is also a state boundary line may aidstaplishingprotective standards of rustic road design, access,
any municipality of such county in the construction of a bridggpeedmaintenance and identification, which will promote a-con
acrosssuch river or any part thereof, iarthe reconstruction of the tinuoussystem of rustic roads asdenic easements for the public

highway including its bridges by aappropriation therefor not heajthand welfare; a state system of rustic roads is created.
exceedingone-third ofthe cost of such bridge or of such highway (2) DeFINITIONS, In this section:

83.16 County may contract with foreign county . The (a) “Board” means the rustic roads board in the department.
boardof supervisors of any county in this state bordering on any (b) “Municipality” means a cityvillage or town.
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(3) DESIGNATION AS A RUSTIC ROAD. Any county highway (b) The county highwagommittees of all &cted counties;
committeeor the governing bodgf any municipality may apply and
to the board for the designation of any highway undduitsdic- (c) The board.
tion as a rustic road. The board shall approweoy the applica

- ; : . . . (7) LocaAL auTHORITY. The county highway committees, the
:ﬁg ;?erieei'ggﬁt'on of a highway as a rustic road submitted unqigy,cinajitiesand the counties shall have the same authority over

rusticroads as thegossess over other highways under their-juris
(4) WITHDRAWAL OF HIGHWAYS FROM RUSTIC ROADS SYSTEM.  diction except as otherwise provided in this section.

After holding a publichearing, any county highway committee, (8) Aips. State aids for rustic roads shall be determined in

or the governing body of any municipalityhich has jurisdiction accordancawvith the generatransportation aids provisions of s.

overa rustic road may apply to the board for the remofalhigh  86.3Q

way from the rustic roads system. Theard shall approve or deny  (gm) RusTic ROAD MARKING SIGNS; STATE PAYMENT. The

the application for removal of the highway from its designatien gepartmenshall pay the costs of furnishing and installingtic

arustic road. roadsmarking signs on fitially designated rustic roads from the
(5) JOINT JURISDICTION OF HIGHWAYS. Highways under the appropriationunder s20.395 (3) (eq)

joint jurisdiction of 2 or more municipalities or a municipality and (9) RuLEsAND STANDARDS. The board shall promulgate rules

acounty or 2 or more counties may not be designated rustic roadd establish standarder the maintenance, identification, eon

or be withdrawn from the rustic roads system until after approwttuction,use and preservation of the rustic roads system.

by: History: 1973 c. 1421979 c. 100154, 355, 1981 c. 235.2202 (51) (c)1983 a.
. . e 55,1985 a. 223.5; 1991 a. 391995 a. 3382001 a. 90
(&) The governing bodies of allfatted municipalities; and Cross Refeence: See also chlrans—RR 1Wis. adm. code.
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