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CHAPTER 951
CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS

951.01 Definitions. 951.08 Instigating fights between animals.
951.015 Constructionand application. 951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals.
951.02 Mistreating animals. 951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals.
951.025 Decompression prohibited. 951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl.
951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. 951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale.
951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. 951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined animals.
951.05 Transportation of animals. 951.14 Providing proper shelter
951.06 Use of poisonous and controlled substances. 951.15 Abandoning animals.
951.07 Use of certain devices prohibited. 951.18 Penalties.
Cross Refeence: See definitions in £39.22 ried out of this state or held for any purpose without the oi&ner
951.01 Definitions. In this chapter: consent. This section does not applylaw enforcement diters

or humane dfcers engaged in the exercisetloéir oficial duties.

(1) “Animal” includes every living: .
. History: 1973 c. 314.4; Stats. 1973 s. 948.08987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s.
(&) Warm-blooded creature, except a human being; 951.03:1997 a. 192

(b) Reptile; or
(c) Amphibian.
(Im) “Conservation warden” meansaarden appointed un

951.04 Leading animal from motor vehicle. No person
shall lead any animal upon a highway frommetor vehicle or
from a trailer or semitrailer drawn by a motor vehicle.

ders.23.1Q _ _ _ History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 5. 951.04.
(2) “Cruel” means causing unnecessary and excessive palrbgr . .
sufferingor unjustifiable injury or death. 1.05 Transportation of animals. No person may trans

ortany animal in or upon any vehicle in a cruel manner

(3) “Farm animal” means any warm-blooded animal normaP’ History: 1073 c. 3141987 a. 3354 Stats. 1987 s. 951.05.

ly raised orfarms in the United States and used or intended for us

asfood or fiber 951.06 Use of poisonous and cqntrqlled substances.
(3e) “Humaneofficer” means an dicer appointed under s. NO person may expose any domestic animal owned by artother
173.03 any known poisonous substance, any controlled substance in

cludedin schedule 1, 11, 1ll, IV or V of ch961, or any controlled
substancanalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
I or Il of ch.961, whether mixed with meat or other food or not,
sothat the substance is lialitebe eaten by the animal and for the
purposeof harming thenimal. This section shall not apply tooi
sonused on ons’own premises andkesigned for the purpose of

(3f) “Fire department” includesa volunteer fire department
anda department under 81.66

(3m) “Law enforcement agency” has the meargingn in s.
165.83(1) (b)

(4) “Law enforcement dicer” has the meaning assigned un

ders. 967.02(5) but does not include a conservation warden ap,gentor pest extermination nor to the use of a controlled sub
pointed under £3.1Q

History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 1891987 2248 1987 a. 333,54 Stats. 19875, SLancen bon%flde experiments carried on for scientiéisearch
951.01;1989 a. 2231997 a. 27192 1999 a. 832001 a. 56 or in accepted veterinary practices.
Legislative Council Note, 1973:The definition of “animal” is based on s. 346.20, History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.06995 a. 448

Minn. StatsAnno.(1971). The term includes not only animals strictly so—called b . . o
birdsand other living warmblooded creatures except people. [Bill 16-S] %51-07 Use of certain devices prohibited. No person may

directly or indirectly or by aiding, abetting or permitting the doing
951.015 Construction and application. (1) Thischapter thereof,either put, place, fasten, use or fix upon or to any animal
may not be interpreted as controverting daw regulating wild usedor readied for use for a work purpose or for use in an exhibi
animalsthat are subject to regulation under 89, the takingof tion, competition, rodeo, circus other performance, any of the
wild animals,as defined in £9.001 (90)or the slaughter of ani following devices: a bristle butack bur or like device; or a poling
malsby persons acting under state or federal law deviceused to train a horse to jump which is dgearwith electrie
(2) For purposes of enforcing this chapter as to wild animaf¥ or to which have beenfaded nails, tacks or other sharp points.
subjectto regulation undezh.169, a conservation warden has the History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.07.
samepowers and duties that a law enforcemefitef has under 951.08 Instigating fights between animals. (1) No per
th:j‘f chapter sonmay intentionally instigate, promote, aid or abet psreipal,
951_'8tl°5f;3/1-991797af_‘3 54;3321()4‘01192?5% 215.2202 (38) 1987 a. 332.54 Stats. 1987s. - agentor employee, or participate in the earnifigsn, or inten
tionally maintain or allow any place to be used for a cockfight, dog
951.02 Mistreating animals. No person may treat any ani fight, bullfight or other fight betweethe same or diérent kinds
mal, whether belonging to the person or anotimes crueimanner  of animals or between an animal and a person. This section does
This section doesot prohibit bona fide experiments carried on fonot prohibit events or exhibitions commonly featured at rodeos
scientific research or normal and accepted veterinary practicesloodlessbullfights.

History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.02993 a. 486 (2) No person may own, possess, keep or train any amithal
Convictionunder this section does not require proof of intent or negligence. St s ; ’ ' o L
v. Stanfield 105 Ws. 2d 553314 N.W2d 339(1982). fife intent that the animal be engaged in an exhibition of fighting.

. - . (2m) If a person has been convicted under éiipor (2), the
951.025 ~Decompression prohibited. No person may Kill ersonmay not own, possess, keep or train any animal for a period
ananimal by means of decompression. of 5 years after the conviction. In computing the 5-year period,
History: 1985 a. 481987 a. 332.54; Stats. 1987 . 951.025. time whichthe person spent in actual confinement serving a-crimi
951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. No person may take nal sentence shall be excluded. The person may move the sentenc
the dogor cat of another from one place to another without theg court to have this requirement waived. The court may waive
owner’sconsent or cause such a dog or cat to be confined-or ¢he requirement except that the waiver may not authorize the per
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sonto own, possess, keeptrain animals of the species involved (1) Foob. The foodshall be sifcient to maintain all animals

in the ofense under sulfl) or (2). in good health.

(3) No person may intentionally be a spectator ebekfight, (2) WAaTER. If potable water is not accessiblethe animals at
dog fight, bullfight or other fight between the same ofetiént all times, it shall be provided daily and in ficient quantity for
kinds of animals or between an animal and a person. the health of the animal.

History: 1973 c. 3141981 c. 1601983 a. 951987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s.  History: 1973 c. 3141983 a. 951987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.13.
951.08. . )
951.14 Providing proper shelter. No person owning or fe

951.09 Shooting at caged or staked animals. (1) No  sponsiblefor confining or impounding any animal may fail to pro

personmay shoot, kill, or wound with a firearm, or with any deadyide the animal withproper shelter as prescribed in this section.

ly weapon, any animal that is tiestaked out, caged or otherwisen the case of farm animals, nothing in this section shell

intentionallyconfined in an artificial enclosure, regardless of sizgonstruedas imposing shelter requirements or standards more
(2) (&) Whoever is concerned in the commisgiba violation stringentthan normally accepted husbandry practices in the par

of this section is a principal and may be aw®d with and con ticular county where the animal or shelter is located.

victed of the violation although he or she did not directly commit (1) INDoorsTANDARDS. Minimum indoor standards of shelter

it and although the person who direatymmitted it has not been shallinclude:

convictedof the violation. (a) Ambient temperatures. The ambient temperature shall be
(b) A person is concerned in the commission of a violation obmpatiblewith the health of the animal.

this section under pafa) if the person does any of tfalowing: (b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately

1. Instigates, promotes, aids, or abets the violation as a-pringntilated by natural or mechanical means to provide for the
pal, agent, employee, participant, or spectator healthof the animals at all times.
2. Participates in any earnings from the commission of the (2) OUTDOOR STANDARDS. Minimum outdoor standards of
violation. sheltershall include:
; P (a) Shelter from sunlight. When sunlights likely to cause heat
the génlqr:;?snstlig?]acl)lfy tfrpeal/?(t)?gtli?)r? rallows any place to be used fg(haustiomf an animal tied or caged outside figignt shade by
: . . . . naturalor artificial means shall be provided to protect the animal
(3) This section does naipply to any of the following ani from direct sunlight. As used in this paragraph, “caged” does not

mals: includefarm fencing used to confine farm animals.
(b) A captive wild birdthat is shot, killed, or wounded on a bird  (b) Shelter from inclement weather. 1. ‘Animalsgenerally
huntingpreserve licensed underl$9.19 Naturalor artificial shelter appropriate to the local climatic cendi
(c) Farm-raised degas defined in €5.001 (1) (ag) tionsfor the species concerned shall be provided as necessary for
(d) Animals that are treatdd accordance with normally ac thehealth of the animal. _
ceptablehusbandry practices. 2. ‘Dogs.’ If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.09001 a. 56 underweather conditions which adverselyeat the health of the

) . . dog,ashelter of suitable size to accommodate the dog shall be pro
951.095 Harassment of police and fire animals. (1) No  yjded.

personmay do any of the following to any animal that is used by 3y gpacesTaNDARDS. Minimum space requirements for both
alaw enforcement agency fire department to perform agencyinqoor and outdoor enclosures shall include:

or depart_ment fu_nc_tlo_ns or duties: . (a) Sructural strength. The housing facilities shall be struetur
(a) Frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or harass the animal; sound and maintained in good repair to protect the animals
(b) Strike, shove, kick or otherwise subject the animal to phy$iom injury and to contain the animals.

cal contact. . _ (b) Space requirements. Enclosures shall be constructed and
(c) Strike the animal by using a dangerous weapon. maintainedso as to provide sfifient space to allow each animal
(2) Subsectior(1) does not apply to any of the following: adequatdreedom of movement. Inadequate space may be indi
(a) Any act that is performed by or withe authorization of catedby evidence of debilitystress or abnormal behavior pat

the animals handler or rider terns.
(b) Any act that is necessary for the traingign animal to (4) SaNITATION STANDARDS. Minimum standards cfanitation

performfunctions or duties for a law enforcement agency for both indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include periodic
History: 1993 a. 1921997 a. 27 cleaningto remove excreta and other waste materials, dirt and

951.10 Sale of baby rabbits, chicks and other fowl, aShso as to minimize health hazards.

(1) No person may sell, ter for sale, barter or give away living 'S©"Y: 1973 ¢. 3141987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.14.

chicks,ducklings or other fowl unless the person provides prop@51.15 Abandoning animals. No person may abandon any

brooderfacilities for the care of such chicks, ducklings or otheanimal.

fowl during the time they are in the persopbssession. History: 1973 c. 314s.1,6; 1977 c. 1731987 a332s.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.15;
(2) No retailer as defined in €00.30 (2) (e)may sell, dier ~ 1993@ 48¢1997a. 192

for sale, barter or give away living baby rabbits, baby chick851.18 Penalties. (1) Any person violating s. 951.02

ducklingsor other fowl under 2 months of age in any quantity 1e£51.025951.03951.04951.05951.06951.07951.09951.1Q

than6 unless in the business of selling these animals for agric®$1.11951.13951.140r951.15is subject to a Class C forfeiture.

tural, wildlife or scientific purposes. Any person who violateany of these provisions within 3 years
History: 1973 c. 3141979 c. 34.2102 (3) ()1979 c. 1761983 a. 18%.329  aftera humane dicer issues an abatement order undéi78.11
(20, 1987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.10993 a. 486 prohibiting the violation of that provision is subject t€CtassA

951.11 Artificially colored animals; sale. No person may forfeiture. Any person who intentionally or negligently violates

sell, offer for sale, rdfe, give as a prize or premium, use as an a@ny of those sections is guilty of a Cl#ssnisdemeanorAny per

vertisingdevice or display living chicks, ducklings, other fawl sonwho intentionally violates £51.02 resulting in the mutila

rabbitsthat have been dyed or otherwise colored artificially ~tion, disfigurement or death of an animialguilty of a Class | fel
History: 1973 c. 3141987 a. 33%.54; Stats. 1987 s. 95111 ony. Any persorwho intentionally violates £51.020r 951.06

- . . knowingthat the animal thas the victim is used by a law enforce

951.13 Providing proper food and drink to confined enagency to perform agency functions or duties and causing in

animals. No person owning or responsible for confining of 'mjury to the animal, is guilty of a Class | felony

DPU“dingany animamay fail to squly th,e ani,mal ,With a,ﬁm NOTE: Sub. (1) is shown as amended eff. 2-1-032§01 Ws. Act 109 Prior
cientsupply of food and water as prescribed in this section. to 2-1-03 it reads:
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(1) Any person violating s. 951.02, 951.025, 951.8%1.04, 951.05, 951.06,  (4) In addition to penalties applicaltfe this chapter under this
951.07,951.09, 951.10, 95111951.13, 951.14 or 951.15 is subject to a Class Cgaction:

forfeiture. Any person who violates any of these pwisions within 3 years after . w . . .

a humane officer issues an abatement order under. 173.1 prohibiting the viola- (a) 1. Inthis paragraph, “pecuniary loss” has the meaning de
tion of that provision is subject to a Clasa forfeitur e. Any person who inten  scribedin s.943.245 (1)

tionally or negligently violates any of those sections is guilty of a Cla&snisde-

meanor. Any person who intentionally violates s. 951.02,esulting in the 2. A sentencing court shall requiaecriminal violator to pay
mutilation, disfigurement or death of an animal, is guilty of Class E felony Any  restitutionto a person, including argcal humane diter or soci
ot 8t victim 5 Lsed by & aw enfarsment agency tperiorm agency fane - €LY OF county or municipal pound or a law enforcemeficef or
tions or duties and causing injury to the animal, is guilty of a Class E felony conservatiorwarden, fO_I’ a”Y pecqnlary loss Eﬂf_?d by the p_er
(2) Any person whoiolates s951.08 (2mr (3) is guilty of sonas a result of the crime, including expenses in keepingrany
mal that is involved in the crime. This requirement applies regard

aClass A misdemeanorAny person who violates 851.08 (1) hether the criminal viol i< placed bati q
or(2) is guilty of a Class | felony for the first violation and is guil€SSOf whether the criminal violator is placed on probation under

of a Class H felony for the 2nd or subsequent violation. s.973.09 If restitution is ordered, the court shall consider the fi
NOTE: Sub. (2) is shown as amended eff. 2-1-033§01 Wis. Act 109 Prior  Na@ncialresources and futueility of the criminal violator to pay
to 2-1-03 it reads: andshall determine the method of payment. Upon the application

() ARY person Wh?] viO!aItets 3 9591%_)-2%&(32?) or (lzs)guilty'lofaf'aélsAméSfd? of any interested partyhe court shall schedule ahdld an evi
fn;reet‘f?grf.irstn\)//icﬁg;?oonn%d()is\/gu%t?/so?.a Class Ig}e?tr)r(wy)flc?r%ﬁle%r?d acl)r si?)sseq:e?wrt]ydentlaryheanng to determine the value of any pecuniaryuoss
violation. derthis paragraph.

(2m) Any person who violates 851.095is subjectto a Class  (b) 1. A sentencing coumay order that an animal be delivered
B forfeiture. Any persomho intentionally or negligently violates to the local humane fi€er or society or the county or municipal
$.951.095 knowing that the animal that is the victim is used bgoundor to a law enforcemeunfficer if a person commits a crime
a law enforcement agency or fire department to perform agenuyderthis chapterthe person is the owner of the animal that-is in
or department functions or dutigs,guilty of a Class A misde Vvolvedin the crime and the court considers the order to be reason
meanor. Any person who intentionally violate€951.095 know  ableand appropriate. A sentencing court may otletran animal
ing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforcemdagtdelivered to the department of natural resources, if the animal
agency or fire department to perform agency or department fuigca wild animal that is subject to regulation underl@@and the
tionsor duties and causing injury to the animal, is guilty of a Classurtconsiders the order to be reasonable and appropriate. The
| felony. Any person who intentionally violates2§1.095 know  society,pound, dficer or department of natural resources shall re
ing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enforcemé@asethe animal to a person other than the owner or dispose of the
agency or fire department to perform agency or department fuagimal in a proper and humane manriéthe animal is a doghe
tionsor duties and causing death to the animal, is guilty of a Clastease or disposal shall be in accordance witfi323 (1m)ex

H felony. ceptthat the fees under $73.23 (1m) (a) 4do not apply if the
NOTE: Sub. (2m) is shown as amendeeff. 2-1-03 by2001 Wis. Act 109~ expensesire covered under £73.24 If the animal isot a dog,
Prior to 2-1-03 it eads: the society pound or dicer may chage a fee for the release of the

(2m) Any person who violatess. 951.095 is subject to a Class B forfeiter animal
Any person who intentionally or negligently violates s. 951.095, knowing that the : . .
animal that is the victim is used by a lavenforcement agency or fie department 2. If the court is sentencing a person covered undef312

to perform agency or department functions or duties, is guiltf a Class Amisde  (3) (a) and an animal has been seizedler s173.12 the court
meanor. Any person who intentionally violates s. 951.095, knowing that thei-  ghall act in accordance with $73.12 (3)

mal that is the victim is used by a law enfarement agency or fie department to X . .

perform agency or department functions or duties and causing injury to the ani (c) Except as provided in 851.08 (2m)a sentencing court
mal, is guilty of a Class E felony Any person who intentionally violates s. may order that the criminal violator may not ovpssess or train
951.095 knowing that the animal that is the victim is used by a law enf@ement anyanima| or type or speci@é animal for a period specified by
agency or fire department to perform agency or department functions or duties the court, but not to exceed 5 yeata.computing the time period,

and causing death to the animal, is guilty of a Class D felony . hich th : | fi .
(3) In addition to penalties applicatiethis chapter under this ime which the person spent in actual confineng=mving a sen
tenceshall be excluded.

section,a district attorney may apply &my court of competent;ju History: 1973 c. 3141977 c. 1731981 ¢. 1601983 a. 951985 a. 48.2; 1985
risdictionfor a temporary or permanent injunction restraining any 56319s7 a. 2481987 a. 3325554, 64 Stats. 1987 5. 951,18987 a. 403,256
personfrom violating this chapter 19892, 565.259 1989 a. 2231993 . 1921997 a. 27192 2001 a. 56109
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