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CHAPTER 769
UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT

SUBCHAPTERI SUBCHAPTER V
GENERAL PROVISIONS ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER OF ANOTHER &TE WITHOUT
769.101 Definitions. REGISTRATION
769.102 Tribunal of this state. 769.501 Employers receipt of income-withholding order of another state.
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769.209 Credit for payments. 769.603 Effect of registration for enforcement.
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769.314 Limited immunity of petitioner
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPPOR ORDER 769.901 Uniformity of application and construction.
769.401 Petition to establish support order 769.903 Severability clause.
SUBCHAPTERI (6) “Income-withholdingorder” means an ordenotice or
otherlegal process directed to an obligoemployewor other debt
GENERAL PROVISIONS or to withhold support from the income of, or other moowsed
to, the obligor
769.101 Definitions. In this chapter: (7) “Initiating state” means a staft®m which a proceeding is

forwarded,or in which aproceeding is filed for forwarding, to a

(1) “Child” means an individual, whether over or under the.snondingstateunder this chapter or a law or procedure substan
ageof majority who is or is alleged to be owed a duty of SUPPOffy iy, similar to this chapteor under a law or procedure substan
by the individuals parent or who is or is alleged to be the bene

p f der di d 1o th ially similar to theUniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
ciary of a support order directed to the parent. _Act or the RevisedJniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
(2) “Child support order” means a support order for a child, inct.

cludinga child who has attained the age of majasitgler the law gy «|njtiating tribunal” means the authorized tribunal in an
of the issuing state. initiating state.

bI(S%o “D|”ty of supp%rt” means a? obhﬁ?émnposed or |rfnpos (9) “Issuing state” means the state in which a tribunal issues
able by law to provide support foa child, spouse or former , o561t order or renders a judgment determining parentage.
spousejncluding an unsatisfied °b"9"’T“°” t.o prowd_e sypport: (20) “Issuing tribunal” means the tribunal thegtsues a sup

(4) “Home state” means the state in which a child lived W'Ltﬁortorder or renders a judgment determining parentage.

a parent or a person acting as parent for at least 6 consecutive \ " 1, ol Sl |
monthsimmediately preceding the time of the filing of a petition ) I at‘.W 'T]C ue esthe?lsmnaf?n statutory law amdes
or comparable pleading for support @ra child is less than 6 an@reguiations having the force offaw
monthsold, the state in which the child lived from birth with any (12) “Obligee” means any of the following:
of them. A period of temporary absenceany of them is counted  (a) An individual to whom a duty of support is or is alleged to

aspart of the 6—month or other period. be owed or in whose favor a support ordiexs been issued or a
(5) “Income” includesearnings or other periodic entitlementdudgmentdetermining parentage has been rendered.

to money from any source and any other propsutyject to with (b) A state or political subdivision which the rights under a

holding for support under the law of this state. duty of support or support order have been assigned or which has
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independentlaims based on financial assistance provided to an SUBCHAPTERII
individual obligee.
(c) An individual seeking a judgment determinipgrentage JURISDICTION
of the individuals child.
(13) “Obligor” means an individual, or the estafiea dece 769.201 Bases for jurisdiction over nonresident. Ina
dent,to whom any of the following applies: proceedingunder this chapter to establish, enforce or modify a
(a) The individual or decedent owes or is allegedwe a duty Support ordeor to determine parentage, a tribunal of this state
of support. may exercise personal jurisdiction over a nonresident individual,
or the individuals guardian or conservatdfrany of the following

(b) The individual or decedei# alleged but has not been adju
dicatedto be a parent of a child.

(c) The individual or decedentligble under a support order
(14) “Register'means tdile a support order or judgment-de ) i ividual submitsto the jurisdiction of this state by

termining parentage with the clerk of court. ) e 4
: oo ! A ) . consentpy entering eneral appearance or by filing a responsive
(15) “Registeringtribunal” means a tribunal in which a sup gocumentaving the déct of waivingany contest to personakju
portorder is registered. risdiction.
~ (16) “Respondingstate” means a state in which a proceeding (3) Theindividual resided with the child in this state.
!s_ﬂ_leq or to which a pr_oceedlng is forwarded for f|_||ng fr_o".‘ an (4) The individual resided in this state and provigeenatal
initiating state under this chapter or a law substantially similar penses or support for the child.

this chapteror under a law or procedure substantially similar to . . L .
the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act or the Ret. ) Thethlc_i reS'des in this state as a result of the acts or direc
ives of the individual.

visedUniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act. S ) ) . )
(6) The individual engaged in sexual intercourse in $tage

a réi?)i)n;ﬁzp;gg]g tribunal” mearthe authorized tribunal in andthe child may have been conceidmdthat act of intercourse.
(18) “Spousal-suppororder” means a support order for (_7) Their_1dividt_1a| asserted parentage in adeclaratic_)n of-pf_:lter
. %halinterest filed with the department of health and family services
spouseor former spouse of the obligor ) o unders.48.0250r in a statement acknowledging paternity filed
(19) “State”means a state of the United Statks,District of it the state registrar under&9.15 (3) (b) Lor 3.
Columbia,the Commonwealthf Puerto Rico or any territory or - (g) Thereis any other basis consistent with the constitutions

insularpossession subject to theisdiction of the United States. ¢ ths state and the United States for the exercise of personal juris
“State” includes all of the following: diction.

(&) An Indian tribe. History: 1993 a. 3261995 a. 2%.9126 (19)

(b) A foreign jurisdictiorthat has enacted a law or established WWhenconception allegedly occurréniFlorida and the non-resident alleged father
wsﬁted Wisconsin only once following the birth, for an unspecified purpose, the

proceduredor issuance and enforcement of support orders th@figs residence in the state was an ifisignt contact to subjeche alleged father

aresubstantiallysimilar to the procedures under this chapter or tothe courts jurisdiction. State ex rel. N.R.Z.@.L.C.152Wis. 2d 97447 N.w2d
the procedures under the Uniform ReCiprocal Enforcenoént Ssiélifsc)iécessor of sub. (6), 767.01 (2) (b), 1989 statsaodidolate the due pro
SupportAct or theRevised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement ofgsqriause. paternity ¢.A.K. 159 Ws. 2d 224464 N.W2d 59(Ct. App. 1990).

Support Act.
(20) “Supportenforcement agency” meangublic oficial or  769.202 Procedure when exercising jurisdiction  over

applies:
(1) The individual is personally served with a summons or
othernotice within this state.

agencyauthorized to seek any of the following: nonresident. A tribunal ofthis state exercising personal juris
(a) Enforcement of suppoarders or laws relating to the dutydiction over a nonresident under7§9.201mayapply s.769.316
of support. to receive evidence from another state i@89.318to obtain dis

. — . coverythrough a tribunal of another state. alhother respects,
(®) Establls.hm_ent or modification of child support. subchslll toVIl do not applyand the tribunal shall apply the pro
(c) Determination of parentage. ceduraland substantive law of thigate, including the rules on
(d) Location of obligors or their assets. choiceof law other than those established by this chapter
(21) “Support order” means a judgment, decree or arder History: 1993 a. 326

whethertemporaryfinal or subject to modification, for the benefit L . . )

of a child, a spouse or a former spouse, that provides for monet§)-203 Initiating and responding tribunal of this

support,health care, arrearages or reimbursement, and that rﬁ&?e' Under this chaptea tribunal of this state may serve as an

includerelated costs arfes, interest, income withholding, attor 'Ntiating tribunal to forward proceedings to another statead
neyfees and other relief. a responding tribunal for proceedings initiated in another state.

. " L . History: 1993 a. 326
(22) “Tribunal” means a court, administrative agency or

quasi-judicialentity authorized to establish, enforce or modifyg9.204 Simultaneous proceedings in another state.
supportorders or to determine parentage in this state or in an isgly A tribunal of this state may exercise jurisdiction to establish
Ing or responding state. asupport order if theetition or comparable pleading is filed after
History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27 a petition or comparable pleading is filed in another state ibnly
all of the following apply:
(a) The petition or comparabjgeading in this state is filed be
ore the expiration of the time allowed in the other state for filing
aresponsive pleading challenging the exercise of jurisdiction by

769.103 Remedies cumulative. Remedies provided by this the other state.

chapterare cumulative and do nof@dt the availability of reme  (0) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise-of ju
diesunder other law risdictionin the other state.

History: 1993 a. 326 (c) If relevant, this state is the home state of the child.

769.102 Tribunal of this state. The courts and circuénd
supplementatourt commissioners are the tribunal of this state;
History: 1993 a. 3262001 a. 61
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(2) A tribunal of this state may not exercise jurisdiction to €§69.207 Recognition of controlling child support or -
tablisha support order if the petition or comparable pleading @&r. (1c) If a proceeding is brought under this chapter and only
filed before a petition or comparable pleading is filed in anothenetribunal has issued a child support ordee child support er
stateif all of the following apply: derof that tribunal is controlling and must be recognized.

(a) Thepetition or comparable pleading in the other state is (1m) If a proceeding is brought under this chapded 2 or
filed before the expirationf the time allowed in this state for-fil more child support orders have been issued by tribunals of this
ing a responsive pleadimgpallenging the exercise of jurisdictionstateor another state with regard to the same obligor and ehild,

by this state. tribunal of this state shall apply the following rules in determining
(b) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise-of jehich child support order to recognize for purposes of continuing,
risdictionin this state. exclusivejurisdiction:
(c) If relevant, the other state is the home state of the child. (a) If only one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclu
History: 1993 a. 326 sivejurisdiction under thishapterthe child support order of that
o S ) tribunalis controlling and must be recognized.
769.205 Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. (1) A tribu- (b) If more than one of the tribunals would haantinuing,

nal of this state issuing a support order consistent with th@'awexclusivejurisdiction under this chaptea child support order-is

this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a child SUQEQ edby atribunal in the current home state of the child must be
portorder for as long as this state remains the residence of the ognizedbutif a child support order has not been issued in the

gor, the individual obligee or the child for whose benefit the Sup,,rrenthome state of the child, the child support order most re

portorder is issued, or until each individual party has filed wntte&en“y issued is controlling and must be recognized

consentwith the tribunal of this state for a tribunal of another state it f the tribunal Id h tinui ’ usi

to modify the ordeand assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction, ri(scgictic?ﬁﬂr? d?ar theis ::Ih;n?e;\év(t)rlijbun:gftﬁi(;nsltg?énlgéveizc guswe
(2) A tribunal of this state issuing a ch#dpport order consis J P 94

. ; g . =722 risdictionover th rties must i hil r ich
tentwith the law of this state may not exercise its contlnumg—jun%sgozttgou?ng atnde r?]%;tese rgzi)gsr?ilii(? child support prdeic

diction to modify the order if the order has been modified by-a tri . .
bunalof another state pursuant to a law substantially simikigo  (1r) If 2 or more child support orders have been issued for the
chapter. sameobligor and child and if the obligor or the individual obligee

residesn this state, @arty may request a tribunal of this state to
gtermineNhich child support order controls andist be recog
izedunder sub(1m). The request mube accompanied by a eer
f(i]ed copy of every child support order issued for the obligor and

child that is in efect. Every party whose rights may béeated

by a determination of which child support order controls rbest

given notice of the request for that determination.

(3) If a child support order of this state is modified by a trib
nal of another state pursuant to a law substantially similar to t
chaptera tribunal of this state loses its continuing, exclusive-juri
diction with regard to prospective enforcement of the order issu
in this state, and may only do any of the following:

(a) Enforce the order that wasodified as to amounts accruing

befc;ret;efmod|f|cat|onc.j_f. bl fth d (2) Thetribunal that issued the order that is controlling and
(b) Enforce nonmodifiable aspects of that arder mustbe recognized under suftc), (1m)or(1r) is the tribunal that

(c) Provide other appropriate relief for violations of that ordeyas continuing, exclusivejurisdiction in accordance with s.
thatoccurred before thefettive date of the modification. 769.205

(4) A tribunal of this state shall recognize the continuing, ex (3) A tribunal of this state that determines by order which
clusive jurisdiction of a tribunal of another state that has isaueghjiq’support order is controlling under sbm) (a)or (b), or that
child support order under a law substantially similar to this chagsyesa new child support order that is controlling under Lin)
ter. . ] (c), shall include in that order the basis upon which the tribunal

(5) A temporary support order issued ex parte or pending reagadeits determination.

lution of a jurisdictional conflict does not create continuing, ex 4y Wjthin 30 days after the issuance of an order determining
clusivejurisdiction in the issuing tribunal. which child support order is controlling, the party that obtained
_(6) A tribunal of this state issuing a support order consistetie order shall file a certifiedopy of the order with each tribunal
with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdictiofhathad issued or registerad earlier child support ordeFailure
overa spousal suppoarder throughout the existence of the-supof the party obtaining the order to file a certified copy of the order
portobligation. A tribunal of this state may not modify a spousgk required bythis subsection subjects the party to appropriate
supportorder issued bg tribunal of another state having continusanctionsby a tribunal in which the issue of failure to file arises,
ing, exclusivejurisdiction over that order under the law of thapyt thatfailure has no ééct on the validity or enforceability of the

state. controlling child support order

History: 1993 a. 326 History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27
769.206 Enforcement and modification of supportor - 769208 Multiple child support orders for 2 or more
der by tribunal having continuing jurisdiction. (1) Atri-  gpligees. In responding tenultiple registrations or petitions for

bunalof this state may serve as an initiating tribunalequest & onforcementf 2 or more childsupport orders in fefct at the same
tr|bur_1al of another state to enforce or modify a support order igme with regard to the same obligor andfeiiént individual
suedin that state. obligeesat least one of whiclvas issued by a tribunal of another

(2) A tribunal of this state having continuing, exclusivés-  state, a tribunal of this state shall enforce those orders in the same

diction over asupport order may act as a responding tribunal fRanneras if the multiple orders had been issued by a tribunal of
enforceor modify the orderlf a party subject to the continuing, this state.

exclusivejurisdictionof the tribunal no longer resides in the issu  History: 1993 a. 326
ing state, in subsequent proceedings the tribunal may apply s.
769.316to receive evidence from another state auT$9.318to  769.209 Credit for payments. Amounts collected ancted
obtaindiscovery through a tribunal of another state. ited for a particular period pursuant to a support order issued by
(3) A tribunal of this state that lacks continuing, exclusive jwa tribunal ofanother state must be credited against the amounts ac

risdiction over a spousal support order may not serve as a respandingor accrued for the same perioader a support order issued
ing tribunal to modify a spousal support order of another stateby the tribunal of this state.

History: 1993 a. 326 History: 1993 a. 326
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SUBCHAPTER Il 769.305 Duties and powers of responding tribunal.
(1) Whenevera responding tribunal of this state receives a peti
CIVIL PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICAION tion or comparable pleading from an initiating tribunal or directly

unders.769.301 (3)it shall cause the petition or pleadingo®
filed and notifythe petitioneror if the petition was filed by a sup
Iport enforcement agencyotify the support enforcement agency
by any federally approved transmittal system, where and when it

769.301 Proceedings under this chapter . (1) Except as
otherwiseprovided in this chaptethis subchapter applies to al
proceedingsunder this chapter wasfiled

(2) This chapter prowdes.for all ahe following proceedings: (2) A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent otherwise
() Under subchV, establishment ain order for spousal sup aythorizedby law may do any of the following:

port or child support.
(b) Under subchV, enforcementof a support order and yg
income-withholdingorder of another state without registration.
(c) Undersubch\VI, registration of an order for spousal supyy,
port or child support of another state for enforcement.

(d) Under subchl, modification of an order for child support . .
or spousal support issued by a tribunal of this state. (d) Determine the amount of any arrearages and specify a
methodof payment.

of ;%)Oﬁggiggﬁgfvrkgg%Igg;ﬁgl:.n of an order for child support (e) Enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt or both.
(f) Under subchVIl, determination of parentage. (f) Set asic.ie property for satisfagtion of thg support order
(g) Under subchl, assertion of jurisdiction over nonresidents. (9) Place liens and order executiontbe obligofs property

(3) An individual petitioner or a support enforcement agency (N) Order an obligor to keep the tribunal informed ofdhé-

may commence a proceeding authorized undercthester by fil or's current residential address, telephone numbmployer
ing a petition in an initiating tribunal for forwarding to a respongddres®f employment and telephone number at the place of em
ing tribunal or by filing a petition or a comparable pleading direcPloyment. _
ly in a tribunal of another state tHaas or can obtain personal () Issue an order under&i8.02 (6)for the arrest of an obligor
jurisdiction over the respondent. who has failedafter proper notice to appear at a hearing ordered

History: 1993 a. 326 by the tribunal and enter the order arrest in any local and state

computersystems for criminal warrants.

769.302 Action by minor parent. A minor parent, or a  (j) Order theobligor to seek appropriate employment by speci
guardianor other legal representative of a minor paremy fied methods.

maintaina proceeding on behalf of or for the benefit of the nsnor

child. Notwithstanding /67,045 (1pr803.01 (3)the court may (k) Award reasonable at.torney fees and other fees and costs.
appointa guardian ad litem for the mirisrchild, but the court (L) Grantany other available remedy .

neednot appoint a guardian ad litem for a miparent who main ~ (3) A responding tribunal of this stag@all include in a sup
tainssuch a proceeding unless the proceeding is one for the def#@ft order issued under this chaptarin the documents accompa
mination of parentage, in which case the court or a circuit cout¥ing the order the calculations on which the support order is
commissioneshall appoint a guardian ad litem for a miparent based.

within this state who maintains such a proceeding or for a minor(4) A responding tribunal of this state may not condition the
within this state who is alleged to be a parent, as provided impayment of a support order issued under ¢chipter upon com
767.475(1). plianceby a party with provisions for visitation.

History: 1993 a. 3262001 a. 61 (5) If a responding tribunal of this state issues an order under
this chapterthe tribunal shall send a copy of the order to the peti

769.303 Application of law of this state. Except as other ipnerand the respondent and to the initiating tribunal, if any
wise provided by this chaptea responding tribunal of this state History: 1993 a. 3261995 a. 2251997 a. 27

shalldo all of the following:

(1) Apply the procedural and substantive Jamcluding the 769.306 Inappropriate tribunal. If a petition or comparable
ruleson choice of lawgenerally applicable to similar proceedinggpleadingis received by an inappropriate tribunal of this state, it
originatingin this state and may exercise all powers and provid@allforward the pleading and accompanying docurerdas ap
all remedies available in those proceedings. propriatetribunal in this state or another state and notify the peti

(2) Determinethe duty of support and the amount payable itioner,or if the petition was filethy a support enforcement agency
accordancevith the law and support guidelines of this state. notify the support enforcement agency by any federally approved

History: 1993 a. 326 transmittalsystem, where and when the pleading was sent.
History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27

(a) Issue or enforce a support ordeodify a child support er
ror render a judgment to determine parentage.

(b) Order an obligor to comply with a support order specifying
eamount and the manner of compliance.

(c) Order income withholding.

769.304 Duties of initiating tribunal. (1) Upon thefiling

of a petition authorized by this chaptan initiating tribunal of this 769.307 Duties of support enforcement agency . (1) A

stateshallforward 3 copies of the petition and its accompanyingupportenforcement agency of this state, upequest, shall pro

documentdo the responding tribunal or appropriate support emide services to a petitioner in a proceeding under this chapter

forcementagency in the responding state, or if the identity of the (2) A support enforcement agency that is providing services

respondingribunal is unknown, to the state informatiagency tq the petitioner shall do all of the following as appropriate:

of the responding state with a request that they be forwarded t0 the,y ‘1ae all steps necessary to enable an appropriate tribunal

appropriatetribunal and that receipt be acknowledged. in this state or another state to obtain jurisdiction over the respon
(2) If aresponding state has not enacted this chaptetaw gent.

or procedure substantially similar to this chapgeiribunal of this . : .

statemay issue a certificate or other documents and make findiTg () Request an appropriate tribunal to set a date, time and place

required by the law of the responding state. If the responding s a{sa hearing.

is a foreign jurisdiction, the tribunal may specify the amount of 1©) Make a reasonablefeft to obtain all relevant information,

supportsought and provide other documenésessary to satisfy including |qf0rmat|on as to income and property of the parties.

the requirements of the responding state. (d) Within 10days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal
History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27 holidays, after receiptof a written notice from an initiating,
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respondingor registering tribunal, seracopy of the notice to the 769.312 Nondisclosure of information in exceptional
petitioner. circumstances. Upon afinding, which may be made ex parte,
(e) Within 10 days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and led@g@tthe health, safety or liberty of a party or child wouldibeea
holidays, after receipt of a written communication from the resonably put at risk bthedisclosure of identifying information, or
spondenbr the respondesstattorneysend a copy of theommu  if an existing order so provides, a tribunal shall order that the ad

nicationto the petitioner dress of the child or party or other identifyimjormation not be
(f) Notify the petitioner if jurisdiction over the respondeat: dlsclo_sedn apleading or other document filed in a proceeding un
not be obtained. derthis chapter

(3) Thischapter does not create a relationship of attorney angiston: 1993 a. 326

client or other fiduciaryrelationship between a support enferce769 313 Costs and fees. (1) The petitioner may not be-re
mentagency or the attorney for the agency and the individual Qﬁjirédto pay a filing fee of other costs.

ing assisted by the agenngr does this chapterfaft an attorney- (2) If anobligee prevails, a responding tribunal may assess

client relationship or diduciary relationship that arises under_ \4 ; -
otherlaw. P Y P againstan obligor filing fees, reasonable attorney fees, other costs

History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27 andnecessary travel arather reasonable expenses incurred by
the obligee and the obligezivitnesses. The tribunaday not as

769.308 Duty of attorney general. If the attorney general sessees, costs or expenses against the obligee or the support en
determines that theupportenforcement agency is neglecting oforcementagency of either the initiating or the responding state,
refusingto provide services to an individual, the attorney generekceptas provided by other lawAttorney fees may be taxed as
may order the agency to perform its duties under this chapteramstsand may be ordered paid directly to the attorméyo may
may provide those services directly to the individual. enforcethe order in the attorneybwn name. Payment of support

History: 1993 a. 326 owedto the obligee has priority over fees, costs and expenses.
(3) Thetribunal shall order the payment of costs and reason
eattorney fees if it determines that a hearing was requested pri
rily for delay In a proceeding under sub¥h, a hearing is pre
sumedto have been requested primarily for delay if a registered
supportorder is confirmed or enforced without change.

769.31 Duties of state information agency . (1) Thede History: 1993 a. 326

artmentof workforce development is the state information agen . . . . -
(F:)y under this chapter P 9 769.314 Limited immunity of petitioner . (1) Participa-

. . .. tion by a petitioner in a proceeding before a responttibgnal,
(2) Thestgte |nform§t|oq agency shde aI[ of thg following: whetherin person, by private attorney or through services pro
() Compile and maintain a current list, including address&ggeq by the support enforcement agertyes not confer person
of the tribunals in this state that have jurisdiction underdifié® 5 iy risdiction over the petitioner in another proceeding.
terand any support enforcement agencies in this state and transn{&) A petitioner is not amenable to service of civil process

acopy to the state information agency of every other state. > . e - X X
L . . while physically present in this state to participate in a proceeding
(b) Maintain a register of tribunals and support enforcemegf, jerthis chapter

agenciegeceived from other states. . . . .
(c) Forward to the appropriate tribunal in the place instate .. (3) Theimmunity granted by this section does not extend to
pprop p ivil litigation based omcts unrelated to a proceeding under this

in which the individual obligee or the obligor resides, or in whic ; : e .
theobligor's property is believed to be located, all documents c%?gﬁeﬁ]%rgrpégggd?x; party while present in this state to partici

cerninga proceeding under this chapter receifrech an initiat History: 1993 a. 326
ing tribunal or the state information agencytiod initiating state.

(d) Obtain information concerning the location of the obligor69.315 Nonparentage as defense. A party whose parent
and the obligds property within this state not exenffim exe  ageof a child has been previously determitwgabr under law may
cutionby suchmeans as postal verification and federal or state Igot plead nonparentage as a defetisa proceeding under this
catorservices, examination of telephone directories, requests ¢papter.
the obligor's address from employers and examination of gevern History: 1993 a. 326
mentalrecords, includingto the extent not prohibited by other
law, those relating to real propertyital statistics, law enforee 769.316 Special rules of evidence and procedure.
ment,taxation, motor vehicles, driverlicenses and sociaecuri (1) The physical presence of the petitioner in a responding-tribu
ty. nal of this state is not required for the establishment, enforcement

History: 1993 a. 3261995 a. 2%.9126 (19) 1995 a. 4041997 a. 3 or modification of a support order or the rendition of a judgment
determiningparentage.

(2) A verified petition, dfdavit, document substantialom
ying with federally mandated forms, or a document incerpo

769.309 Private counsel. An individual may employ pri ab

vatecounsel to represent the individual in proceedings authorizlgﬁ

by this chapter
History: 1993 a. 326

769.311 Pleadings and accompanying documents.

(1) A petitionerseeking to establish or modify a support order orI

to determine parentage a proceeding under this chapter mu :

verify the petition. Unless otherwise ordered unde68.312the 'atedby reference in any of them, not excluded undehgwsay
rule if given in personjs admissible in evidence if given under

petition or accompanying documentsust provide, so far as b " it iding i ther stat
known, the names, residential addresses, social security numtFd1y @ party or witness residing in another state.

anddates of birth of the obligor and the obligee and the name, sex(3) A copy of the record of child support payments certified

residentialaddress, social security number and date of birth @fa true copy of the original by the custodian of the record may

eachchild for whom support is sought. The petition must be ae forwarded to a responding tribunal. The copy is evidence of

companiedby a certified copy of any support order ifeef. The factsasserted in iind is admissible to show whether payments

petition mayinclude any other information that may assist in Igvere made.

cating or identifying the respondent. (4) Copiesof hills for testing for parentage, or for prenatal and
(2) The petition must specify the relief sought. The petitiofostnatahealth caref the mother and child, or copies of reports

and accompanying documents musinform substantially with of medical assistangeyments under subdW. of ch. 49for such

the requirements imposed by the forms mandatetederal law testingor prenatal and postnatal health care, furnisbetie ae

for use in cases filed by a support enforcement agency verseparty at least 10 days before trial, are admissible in evidence
History: 1993 a. 326 to prove the amount of the clgas billed or the amount of theed
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ical assistance paid and that the glearor payments were reason (c) There is other clear and convincing evidence that the re
able,necessary and customary spondenis the childs parent.

(5) Documentaryevidence transmitted from another state  (3) Uponfinding, after notice and an opportunity to be heard,
atribunal of this state by telephone, telecopier or other means titat an obligor owes a duty of support, the tribunal shall issue a
do not provide an original writing may not be excluded from evisupport order directed to the obligamd may issue other orders
denceon an objection based on the means of transmission. unders.769.305

(6) In a proceeding under this chaptetribunal of this state ~ History: 1993 a. 326
may permita party or witness residing in another state to be de
posedor to testify by telephone, audiovisual means or other elec SUBCHAPTERV
tronic means at a designated tribunal or other locatidimat state.

A tribunal of this state shall cooperate with tribunals of other states ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER OF ANOTHER BTE
:?]éjr]ejlgnatlng an appropriate location for the depositidesir WITHOUT REGISTRAION
(7) If aparty called to testify at a civil hearing refuses te aeq 501 Employer's receipt of income—withholding

sweron the ground that the testimony may be self-incriminatin

thetrier of fact may draw an adverse inference from the refus%rder of another state. An income-withholding order issued
y " another state may be sentfte obligots employer without first

(8) A privilege against disclosure of communicatidves filing a petition or comparable pleading or registering the income—
tweenspouses does not apply in a proceeding undechiaister ithholding order with a tribunal of this state.
(9) Thedefense of immunity based on the relationship of hus History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27

bandand wife or parent and child does not apply in a proceeding : . ) .
underthis chapter 769.502 Employer's  compliance  with income-
History: 1993 a. 3261995 a. 27 withholding order of another state. (1) Upon receipt of an

income-withholdingorder under s769.501 the obligots em

769.317 Communications between tribunals. A tribunal ployershall immediately provide a copy of the ortiethe oblt
of this state may communicate with a tribunal of another statedfr-
writing, or by telephone or other means, to obtain information (2) Theemployer shall treat an income-withholding order is
concerningthe laws of that state, the legaleet of a judgment, suedin another state that appears to be regular on its face as if it
decreeor order of that tribunal and the status of a proceedinghad been issued by a tribunal of this state.
the other state. A tribunal of this state may furnish similar infor (3) Exceptas provided in sul§4) and s769.503 the employer
mationby similar means to a tribunal of another state. shallwithhold and distribute the funds as directed in the income-

History: 1993 a. 326 withholding order by complying with the terms of the ordes ap

. . . . ~ plicable,that specify any of the following:

769.318 Assistance with discovery . A tribunal of this (a) The duration and amount of periogiayments of current

statemay do all of the following: o ~child support, stated as a sum certain.

(1) Requesta tribunal of another state to assist in obtaining (b) The person or agency designated to receive payments and
discovery. o the address to which the payments are to be forwarded.
~ (2) Uponrequest, compel a person over whom itjnasdic- (c) Medical support, whether in the form of periodic cash pay
tion to respond to a discovery order issued by a tribunal of anothgénts stated as a sum certain, or the provision of hastirance
state. coveragefor the child under a policy available through tisi-

Hlstory: 1993 a. 326 gor’s employment

(d) The amounts of periodic payments of fees and costs for a
supportenforcemenagencythe issuing tribunal or the obligee’
%ttorney,stated as sums certain.

769.319 Receipt and disbursement of payments. A
supportenforcemenagencyits designee or a tribunal of this stat
shalldisburse promptly any amounts received urdsupport or . .
der, as directed by the ordeFhe agencyits designee or the tribu __(€) The amount of periodic payments of arrears and interest on
nal shall furnish to a requesting party or tribunal of another stitgéarsstated as a sum certain.

acertified statemertty the custodian of the record of the amounts (4) Theemployer shaltomply with the law of the state of the

anddates of all payments received. obligor’s principal place of employment for withholding frama
History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27 comewith respect to all of the following:
OI(a) The employes fee for processing an income-withholding
order.
SUBCHAPTERIV (b) The maximum amount permitted to be withheld fribwe
obligor’s income.
ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPPOR ORDER (c) The time periods within which the employer minsple-

mentthe income-withholding order and forwata child support
769.401 Petition to establish support order . (1) Ifasup Payment.
portorder entitled to recognition under this chapter has not beeffistory: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27
issueda responding tribunal of this state may issue a support 8gg 53 Compliance with multiple income-—

derif any of the following applies: S withholding orders. If an obligots employer receives multi
(@) The individual seeking the order resides in another stajle orders to withhold support from the earnings of the same obli
(b) The support enforcement agency seeking the order is ¢r, the employer shall be considered to have satisfied the terms

catedin another state. of the multiple orders if the employer complies with tég of the
(2) Thetribunal may issue a temporary child support order §tateof the obligors principal place of employment to establish
any of the following applies: the priorities for withholding and allocating income withheld for

Itiple child support obligees.

(@) The respondent has signed a verified statement acknoWﬂiSmry: 1997 a. 27

edgingparentage.
(b) The respondent has been determined by or under law to768.504 Immunity from civil liability . An employer that
the parent. complieswith an income-withholding order issued in another
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statein accordance with this subchapter is not suliectvil li- 2. The namandaddress of the obligr employer and any

ability to any individual or agency with regard to #raployels  othersource of income of the obligor

withholding of child support from an obligts income. 3. A description and the location of property of the obligor in
History: 1997 a. 27 this state not exempt from execution.

769.505 Penalties for noncompliance.  An employer that , (€) Exceptas provided in 69.312 the name and address of

willfully fails to comply with an income-withholding ordesued tN€obligee and, if applicable, the agency or person to whorm sup
by anotherstate and received for enforcement is subject to tR@'tPayments are fo be remitted. o
samepenalties that may benposed for noncompliance with an_ (2) Onreceipt of a request for registration, the registering tri
income-withholdingrder issued by a tribunal of this state. ~ Pbunalshall cause the order to be filed as a foreign judgment, to
History: 1997 a. 27 getherwith one copy of the documents and information, regard
lessof their form.
769.506 Contest by obligor . (1) An obligor may contest  (3) A petition or comparable pleading seeking a remedy that
the validity or enforcement of an income-withholding order ismustbe afirmatively sought under other law of this state may be
suedin another state and received directly by an employ#isn filed at the same time as thequest for registration or lateThe
statein the same manner as if thieler had been issued by a tribupleadingmust specify the grounds for the remedy sought.

nal of this state. Section69.604applies to the contest. History: 1993 a. 326
(2) Theobligor shall give notice of the contest to all of the fol . )
lowing: 769.603 Effect of registration for enforcement. (1) A

I%;pportorder or income-withholding order issuedanother state
is‘registered when the ordirfiled in the registering tribunal of
this state.

(2) A registered orddssued in another state is enforceable in
thesame manner and is subject to the same procedures as an order
issuedby a tribunal of this state.

(3) Exceptas otherwise provided in this subchapagribunal
this state shall recognize and enforce, but may not madify

registeredorder if the issuing tribunal had jurisdiction.
History: 1993 a. 326

(@) A support enforcement agency providing services to t
obligee.

(b) Each employer that has directlgceived an income-
withholding order

(c) Except as provided in pdd), the person or agency desig
natedto receive payments in the income-withholding arder

(d) If no persoror agency is designated to receive paymengg

in the income-withholding ordethe obligee.
History: 1997 a. 2%s.5118t05120 5125 5126

769.507 Administrative - enforcement of orders. (1) A 769604 Choice of law. (1) The law of the issuing state gov
party seeking toenforce a support order or an iNCOMEgrmsihe nature, extent, amotand duration of current payments
withholding order or both, issued by a tribunal of another stai

h ligati f h f
may send the documents required fegistering the order to atiggt?]te%rrggrlgatlons of support and the payment of arrearages un

supportenforcement agency of this state. (2) In a proceeding foarrearages, the statute of limitations

(2) Uponreceipt of the documentse support enforcement ,gerthe laws of thistate or of the issuing state, whichever is lon
agencywithout initially seeking to register the ordshall consiel ger, applies.

er and, if appropriateyse any administrative procedure autho™ pisiory: 1993 a. 326
rized by the law of this state to enforce a support ordesror
income-withholdingprder or both. If the obligor does noebntest  769.605 Notice of registration of order . (1) Whenever a
administrativeenforcement, the order need notregistered. If supportorder or income-withholding order isstiecnother state
the obligor contests the validity or administrative enforceneént is registered, the registering tribunal shall notify tioaregister
the orderthe support enforcement agency shall register the ordieg party The notice must be accompanied by a afiiize regis
asprovided in this chapter teredorder and the documents aredevant information accompa
History: 1997 a. 27 nying the order
(2) Thenotice must inform the nonregistering party of all of
SUBCHAPTERVI the following:
(a) That a registered order is enforceable as of the date of regis
ENFORCEMENT AND MODIFICAION OF trationin the same manner as an order issued by a tribunal of this
state.
SUPPOR ORDER AFTER REGISTRAON (b) That a hearing to contest the validity or enforcement of the
registerecbrder musbe requested within 20 days after the date of
n}ailing or personal service of the notice.
0 (c) That failure to contest the validity or enforcement of the
registerecbrder in a timely manner will result in confirmation of
the order and enforcement of the order and the alleged arrearages
769.602 Procedure to register order for enforcement. andprecludes further contest of that order with respect to any mat
(1) A support order or income-withholding order of anotitate  ter that could have been asserted.
may be registered in this state by sending all of the following doc (d) The amount of any alleged arrearages.
umentsand information to the appropriate tribunal in this state: (3) Uponregistration ofan income—withholding order for en
(a) A letter of transmittal to the tribunal requestiegistration forcement;the registering tribunahall notify the obligds em

andenforcement. ployerunder s767.265 (2r)

(b) Two copies, including one certified comyf all ordersto History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27

beregistered, including any modification of an order 769.606 Procedure to contest validity or enforcement
(c) A sworn statement by tfarty seeking registration or ant yegistered order . (1) A nonregisteringparty seeking to
certified statement by the custodiaf the records showing the contesithe validity or enforcement of a registered order in this
amountof any arrearage. _ stateshall request a hearing within 20 days after the date of mail
(d) The name of the obligor and any of the following that aifig or personal service of notice of the registration. The nonregis
known: tering party may seek teacate the registration, to assert any de
1. The obligots address and social security number fenseto an allegation of noncompliance with the registeneiér

769.601 Registration of order for enforcement. A sup

portorder or an income-withholding order issued by a tribunal

anotherstate may be registered in this state for enforcement.
History: 1993 a. 326
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or to contest theemedies being sought or the amount of any al 1. The child, the individual obligee and the obligor do net re
legedarrearages as provided in76€9.607 sidein the issuing state.

(2) If the nonregistering party fails to contest the validity or 2. A petitioner who is a nonresident of this state sesbdifi-
enforcemenbf the registered order in a timely manrtke order cation.

is confirmed by operation of law 3. The respondent subject to the personal jurisdiction of the
(3) If a nonregistering party requests a hearing to contest thidunal of this state.
validity or enforcement of the registered ordee registering tri (b) That an individual party or the child is subject to the person
bunalshall scheduléhe matter for hearing and give notice to thel jurisdiction of the tribunal and that all tfe individual parties
partiesof the date, time and place of the hearing. have filed a written consent in the issuing tribunal providing that
History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27 atribunal of this state may modify the child suppmder and as

sumecontinuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the child suppwrt
769.607 Contest of registration or enforcement. (1) A der. However if the issuing state i foreign jurisdiction that has
party contesting the validity or enforcement of a registenetér not enacted this chaptehe written consent of the individual party
or seeking to vacate the registration has the burden of proving essiding in this state is not required for thibunalto assume juris
or more of the following defenses: diction to modify the child support order

(a) That the issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction over (2) Modification of a registered child support order is subject
the contesting party to the same requirements, procedures and defenses as apply to the
(b) That the order was obtained by fraud. modificationof an order issued by tribunal of this state, and the

(c) That the order has been vacated, suspended or mwﬁed)rdermay _be enforcgd and satisfied in th_e same manner
alater order (3) A tribunal of this state may not modify any aspect cffitdl

o . - supportorder that may not be modified under the law of the-issu
eglj) That the issuing tribunal hatayed the order pending-ap ing state. If 2 or more tribunals have issued child support orders
peal. ) ) for the same obligor and chilthe child support order that is con
That th def der the | f th (] i i i
(e) That there is a defense under the law of this state to the rg@jling and musbe recognized under £69.207establishes the

edy sought. _ nonmodifiable aspects of the support order
(f) That full or partial payment has been made. (4) Uponissuance of an order modifying a child support order
(g) That the statute of limitations under76€9.604 (2)pre issued in another statetrdbbunal of this state becomes the tribunal
cludesenforcement of some or all of the arrearages. of continuing, exclusive jurisdiction.

i ichi i History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27
(2) If a party presents evidence establlshlng a full or parHaI deUnIessthe specific conditions listed in this section are satisfied, the court may not

fenseunder sub(1), a tribunal may stay enforcement of the regisnodify a child support order even though the court has subject matter jurisdiction.
tered ordercontinue the proceeding to permit production of addfepukenas. Cepukenas221 Ws. 2d 166584 N.w2d 227(Ct. App. 1998).
tional relevant evidence or issue other appropriate orders. An . o
uncontestegbortion of the registered orderay be enforced by all 769.612  Recognition  of order modified in another
remediesavailable under the law of this state. state. A tribunal of this state shall recognize a modification of
(3) If the contesting party does nestablisha defense under its earlier child support order by a tribunal of another state that as
sub.(1) to the validity or enforcemen the orderthe registering sumedjurisdiction under a law substantially similar to this chapter
tribunal shall issue an order confirming the order and,upon request, except atherwise provided in this chapter
History: 1993 a. 326 shalldo all of the following:
(1) Enforcethe order that was modifiehly as to amounts ac

769.608 Confirmed order. Confirmation of a registerent- ~ Cruing before the modification.

der, whether by operation of laar after notice and hearing, pre  (2) Enforce only nonmodifiable aspects of that order

cludes further contest of the order with respect to any matter tha{3) Provideotherappropriate relief only for violations of that

could have been asserted at the time of registration. orderthat occurred before theffective date of the modification.
History: 1993 a. 326 (4) Recognizethe modifying order of the other stateon

769.609 Procedure to register child support order of regggﬁ“?ggg;_?zeﬁ purpose of enforcement.

another state for _modificatio_n. A partyor support enforce_

mentagency seeking to modijfgr to modify and enforce, a child 769.613  Jurisdiction to modify support order of ~ anoth -
supportorder issued in another state shall register that order in tgiSstate when individual parties reside in this state.

statein the same manner as provided in7§2.601to 769.604if (1) If all of the individual parties reside in this state and the child
the order has not been registered. A petition for modification maesnot reside in the issuing stagetribunal of this state has juris
be filed at the same time as a request for registration, or Tter diction to enforce and to modify the issuing statehild support
pleadingmust specify the grounds for modification. order in a proceeding to register that order

History: 1993 a. 326 (2) A tribunal of thisstate exercising jurisdiction as provided
in sub.(1) shall apply the provisiorsf this subchapter and subchs.

fthis stat f hild t order of th t I andll to the enforcement or modification proceeding. Subchap
of this state may enforce a child support order of anothems@te (o)1 1o/, Vil andVIll do not applyand the tribunal shall apply
isteredfor purposes of modificatiomm the same manner as if they, procedural and substantive law of this state.

orderhad been issued byt@bunal of this state, but the registered giory. 1997 a. 27
ordermay be modified only if the requirements 0769.611have

beenmet. 769.614 Notice to issuing tribunal of  modification.
History: 1993 a. 326 Within 30 days after issuance of a modifighdld support order
L . the party obtaining the modification shall file a certified copy of
769.611 Modification of child  support order of another  themodified child support order witie issuing tribunal that had
state. (1) After a child support order issued in another state hggntinuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the earlier chistipport
beenregisteredn this state, unless 869.613applies the respond order,and in each tribunal in which the party knows that the earlier
ing tribunal of this state may modify that chidpport order only child support order has been registered. Failuth®party ob
if, after notice and hearing, it finds at least one of the followinggining the modified child support order to file a certified copy as
(&) That all of the following requirements are met: requiredby this section subjects the party to appropriate sanctions

769.61 Effect of registration for modification. A tribunal
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by a tribunal in which the issue of failure to file aridmgt, that fal  769.802 Conditions of rendition. (1) Before making de
ure has no déct on the validity or enforceability of the modifiedmandthat thegovernor of another state surrender an individual
child support order of the new tribunal@sntinuing, exclusive ju chargedcriminally in thisstate with having failed to provide for

risdiction. the support of an obligee, the governor of this state may require
History: 1997 a. 2%.5133 Stats. 1997 s. 769.614. aprosecutor of thistate to demonstrate that at least 60 days pre
viously the obligee had initiated proceedings for support under
SUBCHAPTERVII this chapter or that the proceeding would be of no avalil.
(2) If, under this chapter or a law substantialiyilar to this
DETERMINATION OF ARENTAGE chapterthe Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act

the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support fhet,
769.701 Proceeding to determine parentage. (1) Atri- governorof anothestate makes a demand that the governor of this

bunalof this state may serve as an initiating or responding triburgéftesurrender an individual ctged criminally in that state with

in a proceeding brought under this chapter or a law substantidiingfailed to provide for the support of a child or other individ
similar to this chapterthe Uniform Reciprocal Enforcemeat Ul to whom a duty of support is owed, the governor may require
SupportAct or theRevised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement oft Prosecutoto investigate the demand and report whether a pro
SupportAct to determine that the petitioner is a parent of a particgeedingfor support has been initiated would be dective. If it

lar child or to determine thatraspondent is a parent of that child@Ppearshat a proceeding would beetive but has not been initi

(2) In a proceeding to determine parentage, a responding iaﬁed,thegovernor may delay honoring the demand for a reason

bunalof this stateshall apply the procedural and substantive la@P'€ time to permit the initiation of a proceeding.

of this state and the rules of this state on choice of law ~ (3) If aproceeding for support has been initiated the indi
History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27 vidual whose rendition is demanded prevails, the governor may

declineto honor the demandf the petitioner prevails and the-in
dividual whose rendition is demanded is subject to a support or
der,the governor may decline to honor the demand if the individu

al is complying with the support order
INTERSTATE RENDITION History: 1993 a. 3261997 a. 27

SUBCHAPTERVIII

769.801 Grounds for rendition. (1) For purposes athis
subchapter,‘governor” includes an individual performing the SUBCHAPTERIX
functionsof governor or the executivaithority of a state covered

by this chapter _ _ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
(2) The governor of this state may do any of the following:

(a) Demand that the governor of another state surrender an7i@9.901 Uniformity of application and construction.

dividual found in the other state wh®chaged criminally in this  p:q chapter shall be applied and construedfecafate its gener

statewith having failed to provide for the support of an obligee, purpose to make uniform the law with respedhtsubject of

(b) Onthe demand by the governor of another state, surrenglgk chapter among states enacting it.
anindividual foundin this state who is chged criminally in the  History: 1993 a. 326
otherstate with having failed to provide for the support of an obli
gee. 769.903 Severability clause. If any provision of this chap

(3) A provision for extradition of individuals not inconsistenter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid,
with this chapter applies to the demand eifetine individual the invalidity does not déct other provisions or applications of
whosesurrender is demanded was not in the demanding stdtis chapter that can be giverfesft without the invalid provision
whenthe crime was allegedly committed and has not fled froor application, and to thiend the provisions of this chapter are
thatstate. severable.

History: 1993 a. 326 History: 1993 a. 326
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