1 Updated 01-02Wis. Stats. Database ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOT 5.02
FORM

CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.62 September primary ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.64 General election ballots.
5.01 Scope. 5.65 Special referendum ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.655  Consolidated ballots.

5.66 Number of ballots.
5.68 Cost of elections.
5.72 Correcting ballot errors.

5.05 Elections board; powers and duties.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal.
5.07 Action to compel compliance.

5.08 Petition for enforcement. SUBCHAPTER III

5.081  Petition for enforcement of voting rights. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS

5.09 Certification of documents. 5.76 Adolptiotr;l, experirgentation or discontinuance of systems.

5.10 Presidential electors. 5.77 Applicable procedures.

5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.78  Voting booths.

5.18  Enforcement of division requirement. 5.79 Instruction of electors.

5.25 Polling places. 5.80 Demonstrator _elef:tronlc voting §ystem.

5.35 Polling place requirements. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.

5.37 Voting machine requirements. 5.82 Write—in ballots. ) o )

5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.83 Preparation foy use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5.84 Testing of equipment; custody of programs and ballots.

SUBCHAPTER Il 4 . >
5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.
. BALLOT FORM 5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.

551 General provisions. 5.87  Tabulating votes.

5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.89 Official return.

5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.90 Recounts.

5.54 Notice to electors. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.

5.55 Ballot identification. 5.92 Bond may be required.

5.56 Multiple columns and rows. 5.93 Administration.

5.58 Spring primary ballots. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.

5.60 Spring election ballots. 5.95 Elector information.

SUBCHAPTERI the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner
GENERAL PROVISIONS (d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an enunal

ber of votes are cast for and against adoptiba,question fails

5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHs.5TO 12. Except as adoption.

otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefett (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)

to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pila every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply governor,each elector shall havesmgle vote applicable to both

with some of their provisions. offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of iegab
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagdvernor shall be
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer

(3) PLUrALITY SHALLELECT. (a) Except as provided in péb), tify.
in every election to choosmy oficer, each elector has one vote (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num
for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The persdyerof votes for governcand lieutenant governdhe 2 houses of
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHieefshall be thelegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal
declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and {strone ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of
tify. votesfor governor and lieutenant governor

(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéice, if no names  History: 1979 c. 891983 a. 4841985a. 3041997 a. 271999 a. 156.672 1999

are certified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declarad?82 _ _ o
elected Thesupreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory

' . . in keeping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to fgee ef

(4) TievoTe. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the sanfécef tothe will of the electors. LanserKoconis,62 Ws. 2d86, 214 N.W2d 425(1974).
receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner shalfhen 40%h0f rtlegiS_tered voters were denietrl] ballr?t?1 in an election éo Jemove a
H countyseat, the election was set aside even though the outcome probably was not

be chosen by lot in the presence of the board of canvabseyed ¢ 14 1°0e \Hiv'\ Tollander 100 W, 2d 490302 N.W2d 440(1981).
with the responsibilityo determine the election, or in the case 0f syp (1) applies only after an election has been aatiithe wil of the people mani
an election for state or nationalfite or metropolitan sewerage fested. City of Chippewa Falls.Town Of Hallie,231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300
commissionen the commissioner is elected unae200.09 (1) (Cgﬁlsps.uﬁ?:rziiawolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election
(am), in the presencef the chairperson of the board or the ¢haif:aisony. Oconto Countoard of Canvassers, 2001 Wi App 280 Ws. 2d 438

person’sdesignee. 623N.W.2d 195
(b) If, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equal but
not the greatest number of votes so that only one of those-caisdP2 Definitions. In chs5to 12, unless the context requires
dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, ttatherwise:
choiceshall similarly be made by drawing lots. (1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus
(c) The candidates maif all those tied for the samefick are  which automatically examines and counts voeorded on bal
presentdraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of anylofs or voting machines and tabulates the results.
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(1e) “Ballot” means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelopeNOTE: Sub. (13) is amended eff. 7-1-03 3001 Ws. Act 109to read:
on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheet o[13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee registered under
card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing informatiors.11.05 and organized exclusively for political purposes under whose name ean
relativeto ofices, candidates and referenda which is placed, pr%datesappear on a ballot at any election, and attounty, congressional, legisla

: P .’ | tive, local and other affiliated committees authorized to operate under the same
jected or composed on the boamt screen inside a voting name. For purposes of ch. 1, the term does not include a committee filing an

machine. oath under s. 1.06 (7).

(1g) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geographic (14) “Poll list” means the listvhich is compiled by election
area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collectionggials on election day showing the names and addresses of elec
tabulation. . torswho actually cast votes in an election.

(1s) “Board” means the elections board. (15) “Polling place” means the actual location wherein the

(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of theelector’svote is cast.
countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized rep (16) “Primary” means a primary election.

resentatives. (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party
(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent angyic, qualifies for a separate ballot or column undé.62 (1)
school board members. (b) or (2)

(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to
anational, state or local fide.

(4) “Election” means every public primary and election.

(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is not
dividedinto wards, except as otherwise provided B1%7 (1) (b)

(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged p : " ;

with any duties relating to the conduct of an election. (18) “Septemberprimary” means the primary held the 2nd
am). “El . i . in whi Tuesdayin September to nominate candidates to be voted for at
(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in whichyg gonera) election, and to determine which candidates for state

votes are recorded on ballotand the votes are subsequently. ¢ P . . )
countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. T%Tzﬁsgggﬁrggﬁgg;gglﬁr?ctjtomey may participate in theash

termalso includes a voting machioe which votes are recorded ) . o .
andtabulated by electronic means. (19) “Specialelection” means any electioather than those

(5) “General election” means the electioneld in even— described in subg5), (18), (21) and(22), to fill vacancies or to

numberedyears on the desday after the first Monday in Novem conducta referendum. _

berto elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in congress,(20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks

presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the -assegiorethe special election except when the special election is held

bly, district attorneys, statefifers other thatthe state superinten onthe same day as the general electiorsiezial primary shalll

dentand judicial oficers, and county fiters other than supervi be held on the same day as the general primary or if the special

sorsand county executives. electionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary
(6) “Governingbody” means the common council of a gityshallbe held concurrently with the spring primary

boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a village. (20g) “Specialpurpose district” means any local governmen
(7) “Judge”means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a cial unit other than a county or municipality

cuit court. (20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held at a
(8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court. specialelection which is not held concurrently with the elections
(8m) “Labor omanization” means any employeganization describedn sub.(5), (18), (21) or (22).

in which employees participate and which exists primarily for the (21) “Spring election” means the election held on the first

purposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer Tuesdayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipalffief

concerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditiogtsrs,nonpartisan county fi€ers, sewerage commissioners and to

of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profespress preferences for the person to be the presidential candidate

sionalor occupational standards and the welfafrés members for each party

andfamilies ang a](nyc;gja(rjllza}tlonfgisatabllsPed for tl?qe sarrlle-pur (22) “Spring primary” means th@onpartisan primary held

posescomposed of individuals orfdiates of any such employee the 3rd Tuesday in February to nominate candidates to be voted

organlfatlon. - Lo for at the spring election.
(9) “Local office” means any elective fide other than a state (23) “Stateoffice” means the dices of governarlieutenant

or national ofice. governor secretary of state, state treasuaéiorney general, state
(10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit &, arintendentjustice of the supreme courtourt of appeals

lageclerk and the executive director of the city election commi P : :
sion and their authorized representatives. Where applical é%%%{;ﬂbcg;ﬁiﬁd&?&ﬂge senatetate representative to the

“municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district. ; .
(11) “Municipality” means city town or village (24) “Statesuperintendent” means tet&ate superintendent of
' public instruction.

(12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice 240) “Voting device” her theati
presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representative in (249) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaatimg

congress. machinewhich the elector uses to record his or her votes on a bal

(12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of alot s o _ . -
propername by which an individual is commonly known. (24r) "Voting machine” means a machine which servegin
(13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-regOf a voting booth and which mechanically or electronically

isteredunder s11.050manized exclusively for political purposes €cordsthevotes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttons

underwhose name candidateppear on a ballot at any election/ocatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votes.

andall county congressional, legislative, locatd other diliated (25) “Ward” means a town, village aity subdivision created
committeesauthorized to operatender the same name. Forpurfor the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate the
posesof ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaigdivision of such municipalities into electiafistricts of substan
committeeor a committee filing an oath underl4.06 (7) tially equal population numbers along common boundaries

(16s) “Referendum”means an election at which an advisory
validatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.
(17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare
properlyregistered to vote in municipalities in whidggistration
is required.
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observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoodslatingthe conduct of elections or election campaignsnsuring
andother settlements. their proper administration.
History: 1971 c. 21; 1971 c. 304s2, 29 (2) 1973 c. 280334, 1975 c. 931977 (2) Aupiming. In addition tathe facial examination of reports

¢. 107,187,394 1977 c. 42%s.3 t0 14; 1977 c. 4491979 c. 3289, 221; 1979 c. :
260s8.1m, 731075 1979 ¢. 31, 328 1981 c. 4397, 1983 4, 4649.5, 5¢, 124m andstatements required underl$.21 (13) the board shall cen

128 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 39ks.1to1r,66w; 1989 a31,  ductan audit of reports and statements whichrageiired to be

1991 8. 51993 a 1401841995 a. 16.2,1995 a. 28.9145 (1) 1995 a. 2191997 filed with it to determine whether violations of chl have

a.35 a. 16109 occurred. The board may examine records relating to matters
505 Electons board: powers and dutes. (1) Genera,  [eGLedlo b realeq nsuch reports and statements The bosrd
AUTHORITY. The elections board shall have the responsibility f%roupor individual under chi1 of any erroror other discrepancy

the administration of chs to 12and other laws relating to elec which the board discovers and shall inform the person submitting
tionsand election campaigns. Pursuant to such responsithiity the report or statement,

boardmay: i
(a) Employan executive director outside the classified sewiceN(Z)TEAUSD:JTtl)r;JS) Ili Z?ji:i(cj)idtj{;; f;cizfx?nlinva\:t?): (c::f i:g(;[:)tsri;c;. state
andemploy Ie.gal counsel. T.he executive director shall serve rﬁéﬂtsrequired uhders. 1.21 (13), theboard shall conduct anpaudit of eports
the chief election dicer for this state. and statements which ae required to be filed with it to determine whether viola
(b) In the dischaye of its duties and upon notice to the partjons of ch. 1L have occured. The board may examineecords elating to mat
o pAIES being IVESUGRIEd, SUBpOGIA AN ing Defart o Stes i e o stemars e i
personin the state and require the production of any papers, bo@ks: any error or other discrepancywhich the board discovers and shall inform
or other records relevant to an investigation. A circuit court méye person submitting the eport or statement. The board may also examine all
by order permit the inspection and copying of the accounts and ?H@r‘tmf”ta“g]“"\‘a‘ Is req.“'feld 0 be ma'm"’?'”e‘f’ b{jp""é'ca' Fﬁsﬂgszthat eceive
depositor’sand loan records at any financial institution as defingf "\ T the Wisconsin election campaign fund under s. @s).
in 5.705.01 (3)doing business in the state to obtain evidence of (3) INVESTIGATIONS. (a) The board shall upon complaint by
any violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probabl ANy person oon its own motion investigate violations of the elec

causeto believe there is a violation and that such accounts & stla\{\;]s ar:td shall notify lthe tﬂ'St“Ct attorne);] of theoper ‘
recordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the-disCOUNtY,the attlorney general or theé governor where appropriate

chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition of WHnde_rds.ll.G_O (t4)0r 11.61 .(Z)thé.‘“ﬁ' factsbwithin its I_<r_1|ow|t_edge
nesseso be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositioRs€V! ‘?”Cle In 1ts pots,sessmn which may be grotordsivil action
in civil actions in circuit court. orcriminal prosecution. _ _ _
(c) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures for any violation  (P) In any case in which the board refers information relating
of ch.11 under s11.60 Forfeiture actions brought by the board® &1 @pparent violation of thigction, the district attornegttor
may concern only violations with respect to reports or stateme yl?eneral,do[)any special r(]:ougaplgomtﬁd under d4.11 (2)
requiredby law to be filed with it, and other violations arising® &/l réspond by report to the board with respect to any action
underelections for state Bite or statewide referenda. The board@kenregarding such apparent violatiohhe report shall be trans
may compromise and settle amjvil action or potential action mitted no later than 40 days after the date of the referral. If the
broughtor authorized to be broughy it under ch11which, in Matteris not disposed of during such period, the board shall
the opinionof the board, constitutes a minor violation, a violatiogzc‘:’.'vea ffufr.thelrdr.eport.?t the close of every 30-day period until
causedby excusable neglect, or which for other good cau$e€!lme ot inal disposition. B _
shown,shouldnot in the public interest be prosecuted under such (¢) No investigation is required of any petition or complaint
chapter. Notwithstanding s778.06 an action or proposed actionwhichis not verified. The board may summarily dismiss any-com
authorizedunder this paragraph may be settled for such sumRgintwhich it finds to be without merit.
may be agreedbetween the parties. Any settlement made by the (4) EmpLoYEES. All employees othe board shall be nonparti
boardshallbe in such amount as to deprive the alleged violator in.

any benefit of his or her wrongdoing and may contain a penal com (5) BienniaL REPORT. Notwithstanding s15.04 (1) (d) the
ponentto serve as aeterrent to future violations. In settlinghoardshall fileits biennial report required by that paragraph on or
actionsor proposed actions, the board shall treat comparable sigéfore June 30 of each odd-numbered yeawering the bien
ationsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlenp@ih ending on the previous December 3The board may
bearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of tfiense or include any information compiled under §1.21 (7) in such
allegedoffense. Forfeiture actions brought by the board shall beport.

broughtin the circuit court for the county wherdhme violation is (6) FORMAL OPINIONS. Any interested person may make writ

allegedto occur . ~ tenrequesto the board to issue a formal opinion with respect to
(d) Sue for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition, the persons authority or responsibilities under cBs012. The
or other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropnatepoardshall within 15 days advise the person requesting an opinion
enforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or electiogyhetheror not a formal opinion will be issued. If a fornogiinion
campaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is will be issued, it shall be issued within 30 days of the request. No
requiredin such actions. Actions shall be brought in circuit coufersonacting in good faith upon frmal opinion issued to the
for the county where a violation occurs or may occur personby the board shall be subject to civil or criminal prosecu
(e) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issuetian for so acting, if the material facts are as stated in the opinion
subpoenainder par(b), apply for asearch warrant under péy), request. Nothing in this subsection requires the issuance of an
commencean action under pad), intervene in arction or pre  opinion by the board, nor precludes it from issuargopinion or
ceedingunder sub(9), issue an order unders06 exempt a poll  ruling in any other manner
ing place from accessibility requirements unde.25 (4) (&)  (7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Theboard
exempt a municipality from the requirement to use votinghallconduct regular information and training meetingeagious
machinesor an electronic votingystem under s5.40 (5m) |ocationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other
approvean electronic data recording system for maintaipiol§y electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be desigted
lists under s6.79, or authorize nonappointment of an individuakxplainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to
whois nominated to serve as an electfficial under s7.30 (4)  promoteuniform procedureand to assure that clerks and other
(e), subject to such limitations as the board deems appropriatesficials are made aware of the integrity and importance of the
(f) Promulgate rules under c®27 applicable to aljurisdicc  vote of each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relating
tionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws retp election laws, practice and procedure. The board magehar
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personsattending the administrativ@eetings and conferencespermitreview of compliance with the laws concerning nomina
for its costs incurred in conducting threeetings and conferencestions, qualifications of candidates, ward division and numbering,
ata rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the boaetall or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such

(9) StanpiNG. The board has standing to commence or-ntdWws.
venein an action or proceeding for the purpose of enforcing the (6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems appro
laws regulating the conduct of elections or election campaignspriate,summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordequire
ensuring their proper administration. If the board delegatesany election oficial to conform his or her conduct to the Jaw
authorityto the executivelirector under sul{l) (e)to act in its restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with the
steadthe executive director has standing to commence or int&w or require an dicial to correctany action or decision incen
venein such an action or proceeding. sistentwith the law The board shall immediately transmitapy

History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 8593, 199 1977 c. 291977 c. 196.131; 1977  Of the order to the &tial. An order issued under thésibsection

C. 418 427,447,1979 c. 3%.92 (8) 1979 c. 89154, 328 1983 a. 27484524538 s effective immediately or at such later time as may be specified
1985a. 3031985 a. 304s.3, 155, 1989 a. 31192 1999 a. 1822001 a. 109 in the order

Cross Refeence: See also EIBd, W. adm. code. i .
Noticeto the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisite  (7) The board may withdrawmodify or correct an order

to a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) (gptice pursuant to sub. (3) is required only ajssuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action
specifiedby s. 1.60 (4) or 1.61 (2). State Elections BoardHales, 149 Ws. 2d 306 ( ) yp

240N.W.2d 579(Ct. App. 1989). to be appropriate. _ _ _ _

A party being investigated by the board is not entitied under sub. (1) (b) to attend(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved by
andparticipate In all gea‘;s(g')qnsl.‘:‘?tngutc'fﬁﬂgf board. Notice o the party being an order issued under su) may appeal the decision of the board
Investigateaunder sub. IS limited to the boareaxercise of Its subpoena power . . - .
anddoes not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wistQglreuit Court_for the .County where thefiofal conducts busmess
take. State ex rel. Block \Circuit Court for Dane Count2000 WI App 72234 Ws.  or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance of

2d 183 610 N.W2d 213 the order Pendency of an appeal does siaiy the déct of an
orderunless the court so orders.

(9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with
; i . . ; respectto any findings of fact or factual matters upon which the
believesthat a decision or action of theiofal or the failure of the boardhas made a determination, of could have made a determina

official to act with respect to any matter concermiogninations, ..~ ~. . -
qualificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including resilon If the parties had properly presented the disputed matters to

dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparatiorg'ned%%?é?nz?r:étzllcggnst'gset;ﬁ?jgé gfhé\;%% anihgﬁ]mrrg\%'gehear
electionadministration or conduct @lections is contrary to law '

or the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by Ie%/
with respect to any such maitéhe elector may file avritten edgeof the board, pursuant the applicable standards for review
sworn complaint with the board requesting that tHeciaf be of agency decisions under227.57

requiredto conform his or her condutit the law be restrained . ; .y N

from taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to __(10) This section doesot apply to matters arising in connec
correctany action ordecision inconsistent with the law or anyfion with a recount under 8.01

i i in hi i History: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 183.57; 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192
abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by lawhe complalnt Theplaintiff’s failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this sec

Sha_lllset forth such facts as are within t_he knowledgme (_:om tion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plafirgibriginal action
plainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of lawardingelection irregularities. KuechmannhaCrosse School District,70 Ws.

or abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint 2d218 487 N.w2d 639(Ct. App. 1992).
may be accompanied bgelevant supporting documents. Th&5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation

boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner pfg yhe |aws regulating the conduct of elections or election cam
scribedfor treatment of contested cases undeR2fiif it believes paignsoccurs or is proposed to occtie attorney general or the
suchaction to be apprgprlate. . ) ) district attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is pro
(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub. posedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus
(1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey com  or prohibition, or other such legal or equitable relief as may be
mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any decisioggpropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is
actionor failure to act on the part of any electiofiasl with  requiredin such actions.
respect to anynatter specified in sulf1) without first filing & pistory: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 s. 5.01985 a. 304
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaint
by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed ibfifboard fails 5.08 Petition for enforcement.  Any elector mayile a vert
to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint withfied petition alleging such facts as are within his or her knowledge
5 business days from the date of its receipt or if the board cé@indicate that an electionfafial has failed or is failing to comply
cludesits investigation without a formal decision. with any law regulating the conduct of elections or election-cam
(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly sB&Ignsor proposes to act in a manner inconsistent with such a law
asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may andrequesting that an action be commenced for injunctive relief,
acomplaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candidat@rit of mandamus or prohibition or other such legal or equitable
or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the complajf/ief @ may be appropriate to compel compliance withahe

antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse bfi€ Petition shall be fileavith the district attorney of the county
discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur wherethe violation or proposed action inconsistent with this €hap

teroccurs or is proposed tacur The district attorney may then
commencehe action or dismiss the petition. If the district attor
ney declines to act upon the petitionibthe district attorney fails
p act upon the petition within 15 days of the date of filing, the peti
bner may file the same petition with the attorney general, who
lay then commence the action.
History: 1983 a. 484

5.06 Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec
tor of a jurisdiction or districtserved by an election fafial

modify the determination of the board, according due weight
the experience, technicedmpetencand specialized knowl

(4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deter
mine whether any election fidial, with respect to any matter con
cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualif
cations,including residence, ward division and numbering, rec
ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of electio
hasfailed to comply witithe law or abused the discretion veste
in him or her by law or proposes to do so.

(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under sifh), orupon its own 5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The
motion,the board may order any electiofficial to immediately attorneygeneral shall accept a verified petitibom any person
transferto its possession any origirdbcuments in the custody ofalleging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal voting
the official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant taghts act,42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general may
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commencean action or proceeding in any court of competenf a division ordinance or resolution requires tHgrahtive vote

jurisdiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose rightsf a majority of the members of the governing hody

under42 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated. (c) The wards established by municipal governing bodies
HiétToEy: TthBS a-t_312 1ol by1985 W, Act 312 and s.L of that act, ertided underthis section otthe basis of the published results of each fed

. NOTE: This section, ceated byl S. Ac ands.lortnatact, entited — ara| decennial census of population shall govern the adjusfhient

made to et population changesdentiod n the 1650 federal decennial cen  SUPErvisonydistricts under $59.10 (2) (aland(3) (b) and of alder

sus. manic districts under §2.08 (1)for the purpose of local elections

o . beginning on January 1 of the 2nd year commencing after the year

5.09 Certification of documents. ~Whenever the boarid  of the census until revised under this section on the basis of the

authorizedor required to make a certification of any document ifesultsof the next decennial censuspafpulation unless adjusted

the custody of the board, and the authority to make the cettifiaandersub.(2) () 4. (6) (a)or (7), or unless adjusted, asratter

tion is lawfully delegated to the executive directbie executive of statewide concern, in the enactment of legislatistricts

directormay personally othrough an employee authorized byunderarticle IV, section 3, of the constitutiamn the basis of the

the director affix his or her signature by means of a stamgnostrecent decennial census of population.

machineimpressionyeproduction print or similar process. This (d) Every ward shall bevholly contained within a single
section does not apply to certificates of election. county.

History: 1977 c. 4271985 a. 304 (2) (a) Except as required by péd), no cityelecting its com

5.10 Presidential electors.  Although the names of the elec MON council at lage in which the total population is less than
torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to thérf00,2ndno village or town in which the total population is less
avote for the president and vice president named on the Isalldf’@n 1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,
avote for the electors of the candidates for whom an eleatote  PUtanysuch city village or town may divide itself into wards if

is cast. Under ch& to 12, all references to the presidential electhe creation of wards famhtates the admlnl_stratlon of electlon.s.
tion, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for presid}t Village or town located in a county having only one town is
or for president and vice president, mean véeshem through 'eduiredto be divided into wards under this section.

their pledged presidential electors. (b) 1. In any city in which the population is at least 150,000,
History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 5. 5.10977 c. 261979 c. 89311 eachward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000
inhabitants.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. (1) (a) 2. In any city in which the population is at 1e88t000 but less

Everycity, village and town in this staghall by its common coun than150,000, each ward shall contain fests than 800 nor more
cil or viIIa_ge or town _board, respectivel;e_divid_ed into wards as than 3,200 inhabitants.
providedin this section, excepts authorized in sulf2). The 3. In any city village or town in which the population is at

boundariesof the wards established under this section, and t@st10,000 but less than 39,000, each ward shall contain not less
numberassigned teach ward, are intended to be as permanentiisn600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants.

possibleand to this end each wastlall when created containa 4 |, any ity village or town in which the population is less
populationata convenient point within the applicable populatiog, 19 000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
rangeunder sub(2) (b), with due consideration for the knownthanl 000 inhabitants

trendsof population increase or decrease within that part of the’,, "’ '
municipality in which the ward i¢ocated. Once established, th
boundariesf eachward shall remain unchanged until a furthe}.
decenniafederal census of population indicates that the pepu
tion of a ward is then above or below the applicable populati
rangeor until the ward boundaries are required to be change : . .
permitcreation of supervisory or aldermanic districts of substan (€) If the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepula
tially equal population or to enhance the participation of memb&f for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such block
of a racialor language minority group in the political process argfiall be constituted a ward by itself, except thitéfpopulation

their ability toelect representatives of their choice. If the popul&f @ block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder

tion of a ward has increased above the maximum of its populatf@gnicdistricts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute an
rangeor if the population of a ward museé decreased for a reasorfidérmanic district, the populations of the aldermanic distincts
specifiedin this paragraph, the ward shall be divided into 2 d¢pecity would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide the
morewards in compliance with sug2) (b). If the population of block to permit assembly into wards that will enable creation of
award has decreased below the minimum of its population rarfjéermanicdistricts that are substantially equal in population.

or if the population of a ward must be increasedafoeason speci  (Cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalldzsed

fied in this paragraph, the ward shall, if possible, be combin@tl the best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidence”
with an adjoining ward, othe underpopulated ward and onéncludes,but is not limited to, the population of the block and other
adjoiningward shall be combineahd together subdivided into 2informationreceived from the U.Sbureau of the census and such
or more wards in compliance with su@). dataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicle

(b) Except as authorized in syB) (a) within 60days after the registrationsor a special census conducted localfgr each ward
receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written stat€° €stablished, the population estimsttell be correlated with the
ment, if any, from the countyboard of each county in which aresults of the most recent federal decennial census, so that the total
municipality is located, thegoverning body of the municipality populationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees with
shalladjust its wards according to taehedule shown in sufg). = thecensus results. _

All territory contained within the municipalitand only the teryi (d) Every municipality shalnake a good faith ffit to accom

tory so contained, on August 1 following the year of the federalodatethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties in
decennialcensusshall be contained within a ward. Except awhich it is located under £9.10 (2)(a) or (3) (b) 1, and shall
authorizedin sub.(2), each wardshall consist of whole blocks. divide itself into wards in such a manrteat will permit the cre

To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each waitpn of county supervisory districts in accordance withtbpu
shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the claition requirements for thplan specified in £9.10 (2) (ajr (3)
munity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other settle(b) 1.

ments. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except for  (e) Notwithstanding patb), if territory is detached from a city
islandterritory as defined in sufR) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption village or town after adoption of a decennial ward plan, and the

(bm) Every city electing the members of its common council
om aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly or par
lly contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre
jon of aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
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remainingportion of the ward to which it was attached falls belothe September primargnd general election. The municipal clerk
the prescribed minimum populatidor the applicable range, the shalltransmit a copy of the resolutionttte county clerk of each
remainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward gountyin which the municipality is contained. In municipalities
itself. having a population of less than 35,000, the resolution shall
() Notwithstanding par(b), any city village or town may remainin effect for each election until modified or rescinded, or
establisha ward below the prescribed minimum population for théntil a new division is made under this section.
applicable rangevhenever the proposed ward is established under(7) If a new town is createat if part of a town is annexed to
par.(a), (d) or (e) or whenever the proposed ward contaiokely:  a city or village during a decennial period after the period for ward
1. That part of a city or village situated icaunty other than adjustmentsunder sub(1) (b), the town board oény town to
the county in which the major part of the municipality is locatedvhich territory is attached or from which territory is detached,

district other than thechool district to which the major part of the@nceor resolution, adjust the wards in that town, but no ward line
municipality belongs. adjustmenimay cross the boundary of an assembly distiitie

3. Island territory containing eesident population. In this town clerk shall transmit copiesf the ordinance or resolution

subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded byTMaKingthe adjustment in compliance with s¢) (b). _
water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terri (8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established
tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major wards.

partof the municipality to which it belongs. History: 1971 c. 30453 105,29 (2) 1977 c. 26418 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981

) ) . €.455.21010, 18; 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192 442, 1983 a. 484s.8¢, 174 1983

4. New temtOW_WhICh become;, a part of a citiflage or 35331985 a. 304581010, 12; 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315 1993 a. 2131995
town after the adoption of a decennial ward plan. a.201; 1999 a. 182

(9) If ablock is dlected by an annexation or detachment whicﬂﬁ%Sangdcfg?gﬁgp,\ﬁ"wiz%”%ﬁ?gf gi;g“fgggj Gftjanesville vRock County

establishesa municipal boundary that subdivides the block, the the court properly voided the ciyplan and adopted the courgyplan, even
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporatéoughthe county did not adopt the plan within 60 daysegiving census data.
only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries ngg;)tym La Crosse.\City of La Crosse108 Ws. 2d 560322 N.W2d 531(Ct. App.
their ward plans. :

(4) (a) The division ordinance or resolution shall number a 18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any
wardsin the municipality in whole numbers in consecutive Qrd%unicipalityfails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the
beginningwith the number one, shall designate the polling plaggynicipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-sub
for each ward, and shall describe tueindaries of each ward eon mjt 1o the circuit court for any county in which the municipality
sistentwith the conventions set forth in4003 The ordinance s ocated within 14 days from the expiration of the 60-day period

or resolution shall be accompanied by a list of the block numbgfsyers 5.15 (1) (bja proposed plan for the division of the munici
usedby the U.S. bureau of the census that are wholly or partly Coyjity into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit

tainedwithin each ward, with any block numbers partly contain€g,rtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards

within a ward identified, and a map of the municipality whickys 15 comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted by

illustratesthe revised ward boundaries. ~ thepetitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may
(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinancgromulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with.45

or resolution under this SeCtIdh’l,e munICIpal clerk shall transmit asa temporary ward p|an for the mun|c|pal|ty to remain fedaf

onecopy of the ordinance or resolution to the county clerk of eaghtij| superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing body in
countyin which the municipality is contained, accompanied byompliancewith s.5.15

the list and map specified in pga). If the population othe History: 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12

municipality exceed40,000,the municipal clerk shall furnish T

onecopy to the legislative reference bureau at the siamee Each 5 o5 polling places. (1) All elections under ch& to12 shall

copy shall identify the name of the municipality and the county e held at thepolling places provided in this section. The places

countiesin which it is located. chosershall be public buildings, unless the use of a public build
(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meeting for this purpose is impracticable or the use afompublic

ing and special town elections shall be held at the first ward. building better serves the needstiué electorate, as determined by
(6) (a) Followingany municipality—wide special federal een the authority chaged with the responsibilitior establishing poll

susof population, the governing body of thrnicipality in which ing places under sulf2).

the special census was held may ordinance or resolution, (2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the

adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lamjustment may cross pl|acesestablishedy the board of election commissioners. In all

the boundary of an assembly district. The municipal clerk shafthercities and invillages and towns, polling shall be at the places
transmitcopies of the ordinance or resolution in compliance wWitstablishedy the governing body

sub.(4) (b). . 3) Polling places shall be established for each Septeprber
(b) No later than 60 days before each September primary gAgry and general election kast 60 days before the election, and
generalelection, and no later than 30 days before each other elgg each other election at least 30 days before the election.

tion the governing body of any municipality may by resolution (4) (a) Each : ;
. ; " . polling place shall be accessible to elderly and
combine2 or more wards for voting purpostsfacilitate using {h%ndicappedndividuals.

acommon polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, ) .
original ward numbers shall continue to be utiliZedall official (c) The board may exempt a polling plefoem the require
purposes.Except as otherwise authorized under this paragrapentof par (a) in accordance with guidelines prescribed by rule
everymunicipality having a population of 35,000 or more shaflf the board.

maintainseparate returns feach ward so combined. In munici  (d) No later than June 30 of each odd—-numbered, yiear
palities having a population of less than 35,000, the governitgardshall submit aeport on impediments to voting faced by
body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be mairlderly and handicapped individuals to the appropr&seding
tainedonly for each group of combined wardsany election. committeef the legislature under $3.172 (3) In preparing its
Whenevera governing bodyrovides for common ballot boxesreportunder this paragraph, the board shall consult with appropri
and ballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be-mad@te advocacy groups representing the elderly and handicapped
tainedfor each separate ballot required undeb$2and5.64at  populations.
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(5) (a) Except as authorized in péb), all electors within a ognizedpolitical party and independent candidates, no votes cast
ward shall vote at the same polling place. for any candidates for partisarfioé will be counted unless a pref

(b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners gfencefor a party or for the independent candidéesade. If the
amunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped electsides €lectordesignates a preference, only votes cast for candidates of
may reassign the elector to a poiling place within the municipalitfjat preference will be counted.
otherthan the polling place servirige electdis residence in order  History: 1975 c. 85199 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311, 355 1981 c. 420, 1983
to permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessible®g®4 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 16

elderly or handicapped individuals, . .. 537 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines
_(c) The electors of more than one ward in the same municipgha| give every elector a reasonable opportunity to votegr
ity may vote at a single polling place. personfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitled
History: 1975 ¢. 2751977 c. 4271979 c. 891983 a. 5321985 a. 3043321987 19 yote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know how
a.391; 1089 a. 1921999 a. 182 » assul (
theelector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from voting

5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On fOr persons or propositions upon whitttey are not entitled to

election days, every polling place shall properly display th¥ote and from voting more than once for the sanfie@br on the
nationalflag during all hours the polls are open. sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lock

sothey cannot be manipulated, tampength, or show the num
erof votes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vot

ngis in progress. The machines shall provide a method for elec
rstovote a straight party ticket, shall permit voting a split ticket
ndshall record each vote cast.

(2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined

use a voting machine, underssl5 (6) (b) the machine shall

constructed to allow the electors to votedthmominated can

(2) VortingBoOTHS. Thereshall be one voting booth for every
200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The booth
shallhave a surface on which to write or work and bé&cently
enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone lawful
assistingthe elector while marking the elect®ballot.

(3) BaLLoT BoxES. Where the voting procedure makes it-nect o
essarythere shall be a separate ballot faxeach form of ballot
2;§ﬂ?;ngcggn§p2|n?ﬁge'ng ;ﬁhﬂ'nai"st;%esrﬂ'tﬁbrfcﬁ% :?r?g:(eey idatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no
ballot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit &ther. ) . ) )
paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the samel3) For presidential electors ortevice shall be provided to
polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for #pie for all of one partye electoral candidates at the same time.
electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are authid'€device shall be opposite or adjacent to the names paiyes
rizedin accordance with §.15 (6) (b) candidatedor president and vice president.

(4) LavouT; orGANizaTION. All voting booths and machines  (4) Voting machines may based at primary elections when
shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, witfey comply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:
their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the All candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri
properelection oficials, persons observing the proceedings undgtary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can
s.7.41 persons assisting voters unde682 (2)and electors didatesof more than one partyhenever the restrictioapplies,
receiving, preparing or depositintheir ballots or casting their @hdan elector who votes for candidates of any party may not vote
voteson the machines are permitted in the voting area. Excépft independent candidates at the September primary; the elector
whereassistance is authorized, only one eleata time is per May secretly select the party for which he or she wishes to vote,
mitted in a voting booth or machine. or the independent candidates in the case of the September pri

(5) AcTiviTies RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situatedMary: the elector may vote for as many candidates for edicie of

soas to interfere with or distract electiorficils from carrying 2She O she is lawfully entitled to vote fdmt no more. _
outtheir duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors shall (5) Polling places may have more than one voting machine.
i i i i ing History: 1971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1977 c. 107427, 1981 c. 3141 . 484
Blrg(\:/ggtlnterference with and distraction of electors at po"'”%gf;f’é’lafggg;31%‘§ ?( ) ( )-, 977 ¢ 0-7 ;1981 c. 3141983 a. 48;
' i . State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269.

(6) PosTINGREQUIREMENTS. (&) At each polling place in the
state the municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shalb.40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Except as
post the following materials, positioned so that they nigy permittedin sub.(3) or as required in sub&) to (6), the govern
readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting  ing body or board of election commissionefgvery municipal
in line to vote: ity with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of

1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the typ&5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machines
B notice for the election as specified il6.02 (3)and, for each or electronic voting systenis every ward in the municipality at
referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified ievery election. Any other governing body or board of election
s.10.01 (2) (c) commissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines o elec

2. A copy of the election fraud laws provided iri8.13 (1) tronic voting systemgor use in any ward in the municipality at
and(3) (intro), (d), (), (9). (K), (L), (0). (a), (1), (u), (v) and(x), ~any election.

togetherwith the applicable penalties provided irl2.60 (1) (2) Only voting machines complying with’$.37 or electronic
3. Two sample ballots prepared unde§ $6 (2) voting systems approved unde5ss91 may be used in an election
5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by tH8 this state. _ S

board. (3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to

(b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated biiliz€ paper ballots and voting booths instead of vofiraghines

lot under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilizeA” 2N electronic voting system: _ _

ata partisan primary election incorporatingallot upon which (&) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congres
electors may mark votes for candidates of nibam one recog sional district, legislative district, county supervisodjstrict,
nized political party or forcandidates of a recognized politicalschooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sani
partyand independent candidates, the municipal clerk or board@fy district contained within the municipality for so long as the
electioncommissioners shall prominently post a sign in the forfitmberof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 100.
prescribedoy the board warning electors in substance that on any(b) Whenever the municipality [gecluded under §.23 (2)
ballot with votes cast for candidates of more than one recogniZeaim clearing the recorders aa suficient number of voting
political partyor any ballot with votes cast for candidates of a remachinedo serve the electors at the election.
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(c) Whenever such action is authorized und@ris (6) (8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of all-bal
(d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election confots shall conform to the ballot forms prescribed by Huard

missionersreassignsin elector to a polling place other than thénders.7.08 (1) (a)
one Serving the electts residence under .25 (5) (b) History: 1979 c. 260311; 1981 c. 3771983 a. 484.174; 1985 a. 3041987 a.

(4) Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes >~ %% 2 182

voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a voting 55 pylti-candidate elections. ~ If more than one individ
machineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistangg s o pe elected to the samdia# from the same jurisdiction
unders.6.82 (1) (ajor whose vote is challenged under&sS2t0 o gistrict, the ballot shall provide at the top of the column or to
6.94 theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than .... can

(5) A municipality which utilizes voting machinesa polling didates.”.
placeshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an electogistory: 1985 a. 304
who declares to the chief inspector that, due to phydisability,
the elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a maching.53 Voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots

(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a shallbe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen inside
municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic votintpe machine, under §.64and may be arranged in either columns
systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper ball@srows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may
andvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may grdrno smaller than 8 point.
sucha request. (2) Where separate ballots are provided,ftlie names or

(6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elecquestionsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon the
tronic voting system at a polling place may permée of the machinesso they areoted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro
machinesor system by electors voting undeé<.5only asauthe  vided for referenda under 5.64 (2) (c)
rizedunder s6.15 (3) (b) History: 1979 c. 260311; 1981 c. 37%s.4, 5; 1999 a. 182

(7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases votinge ) .
machinesor an electronic voting system, or adopts and purchase84 Notice to electors. ~ Every ballot, except a voting
a different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem machineballot, shall bear substantially the following information
from the type it was previously using, tmeunicipal clerk or 0N the_fz_;\f:e: “NOTICE TO ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid
executivedirector of the municipal board of electioammission  Unlessinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If castemsabsentee bal
ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director dPt, the ballot must bear the initials of the municipiark or dep
the county board of election commissioners and the executiY®/ clerk.
directorof the elections board in Wr|t|ng History: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311; 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989

.192 2001 a. 16104
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1073 c. 12; 1977 ¢. 4271979 c. 235311 355 ° 92 2001 a. 1p10
1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 1921993 a. 399 . o .
5.55 Ballot identification. On every ballot, except a voting

machineballot, shall be printed “Gitial .... Ballot” or “Official

SUBCHAPTERII .... Ballot for ...."” followed by the designation thfe polling place
for which the ballot has been prepared, the datieso¢lection, and
the oficial endorsement and blank certificatdhenumber of the
ward or wards or aldermanic district, if grgnd the name of the
o municipality may be omitted in printing and stamped or written on
5.51 General provisions. (1) The type face used on alltheballots at any location which is clearly visible at the option of
paperballots shall be easy to read, and the type siag be no the county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on
smallerthan 8 point. the back and outside of the ballot.

(2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream foRistory: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 16
sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If #edént size sheet is used, the
weight per reanshall be proportioned accordingbut shall meet 5.56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of
this standard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used vai#imdidatesor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or
electronicvoting systems. columnon a voting machine or whenever tfécial or agency

(3) All paper ballots shall be of $isfent width and length to havingthe responsibilitfo determine ballot positions determines
providespace for almatter required to be printed on them. Excegfatthe number of candidates for afic requires the use of more
on ballots useahith electronic voting systems, all ballot columnghanone column on a ballot, ttficial or agency having such
shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width. responsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated in

(4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electidiziafs sucha manner thaall rows are positioned on top, or all columns

737 : ; arepositioned to the left, in an equal number of wardslection
gégggtﬂgﬂﬁ;:d_ 37 (6) Any other stickers applie them shall districts. If the number of wards and election districts in which

. . . voting for an ofice is conducted is not equallijvisible, the posi
I(5) %icr:hofflmall ballort] S]PS" bepg”teg.of' paper of u(r;ﬁg;m tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election dis
color. Different colors shall be used to distinguafice and ref g shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing
erendumballots and ditrent colors may be used to dlstlngmsl"(l)f lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determint at

se_pargteball(tj)i;s for diflerent oficr(]es. r?;n;plleb b"allots sdhalﬂe 4 sametime that the positions of the candidatesies are deter
printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need e dfor each primary and election.

not have the endorsement and certificate. History: 1981 c. 37%.5
(6) All candidates’ names for the samgcef shall be placed,
projectedor composed on the ballot in the same size, style ap%g Spring primary ballots. At spring primary elections
color of type. The style and sizé type shall conform substan the following ballots, when necessashall be provided foeach
tially to the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under syard, except as authorized in%655 Only nonpartisan candi
7.08(1) (a) datesnominated for dfce by nomination papers shall have their
(7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beunE  namesplaced on the itial spring primary ballot under the
form color and size, and the same type of paper shall be useddi@mper office designation, but the ballots shall allow room for
all ballots. write—in candidates.

BALLOT FORM
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(1) MuUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. There shall be mission,in counties having a population of 500,000 or more only
separateballots for municipaland county primaries, except a2 candidates for member of the board of supervisors within each
authorizedn s.5.655 district, in counties having a population of less than 500,000 only

(a) Forall cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be 2 candidates for eaagnember of the county board of supervisors
arrangecby the municipal clerk, using the samethod as that from each district or numbered seat or only 4 candidatezafdr
usedby the board under 5.60 (1) (b) 2 members of the county board of supervisors from each district

(c) Towns and villages holding grimary under s8.05shall whenever supervisors are elected to unnumbesests from the

arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by trR@medistrict, in 1st class cities only 2 candidates for any ajelar
boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as-proseat and only 2 candidates from any election district to be elected
vided in s5 66 '(5)and(6) insofar as possible to the board of school directors, in school districts electing school
n ’ ) boardmembers to humbered seats, or pursuant to an apportion
(1c) MunicipAL JubGE. There shall be a separate ballot fo

) - mentplan or district representation plan, only 2 school boarel can
municipaljudges if they are elected undevS5.01 (4) except as jigatesfor each numbered seat or within each district, and twice
authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the ballot

- ' APt asmany candidates as are to be elected members of other school
shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive direc y

9bardsor other elective diters receiving the highest number of

of the county board of election commissioners of the county ha)acat the primary shall be nominees for theicefat the spring

itr)wgt:}he_laézjestportionof the population in the jurisdiction servedgaction. Only their names shall appear the dficial spring bad
y the judge.

lot.

(19) ScHooLDIsTRICT. (@) There shall be a separate ballot for pistory: 1971 c. 30456108, 29 (2} 1973 ¢. 134243 1973 . 334.57 (2) 1973
schooldistrict oficers when saequired, except as authorized irc. 340 1975 c. 931977 c. 187272, 445,449, 1979 c. 32221, 260, 1981 c. 20377,
s.5.655 1983a. 4841983 a. 532.36; 1985 a.295.3202 (56) 1985 a. 89225; 1985 a. 304

o . ) $5.27,27m, 155 1989 a. 192290, 1991 a. 51993 a. 2661995 a. 16:.2; 1995 a.

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the s¥at9145 (1) 1995 a. 201219, 1997 a. 351999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 182

of the member elected at-dmr to the board of school directors
shall be placedn the oficial city primary ballot and, except as5.60 Spring election ballots. At spring elections théol-
authorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving thewing ballots, when necessashall be provided for each ward,
names of the candidates for any seat to be filethe board of exceptas authorized in £.655
schooldirectors from any election district. All names of candi (1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY: COUNTY EXECUTIVE
datesfor the at-lage seat shall be placed in one or more separaiéo counTy supPeRvISORs. There shall be oneeparate ballot for
columnsor rows on the ballot. state superintendent, judicial fifers, county executive and
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats sbalinty supervisarexcept as authorized in%655 For county
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive directupervisorthe ballot shall be prepared in accordance with.58.
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Iof8) and59.10 (3) Arrangement othe names of candidates for
not later than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next daif the first ~ county executive county supervisor and municipal judge, if the
Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement judgeis elected under §55.01 (4) shall be determined by the
shallbe the same as provided irb50 (1) (b) Suficient space countyclerk or the executive director of the coubbard of elec
shall be provided on the ballot for write—in candidates. tion commissioners determining ballot arrangement undeb8.
(1r) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT comMissioN. There shall be a (1€), in the manner prescribed in p).
separatéallot for members of the town sanitary district commis (a) The names of candidates for #zme dfce shall be placed
sionif commissioners are elected unge60.74and the bound in the same column. No party designation may appear onfihe of
ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more townsial ballot. Unlessio candidate is certified to appear on the ballot
exceptas authorized in §.655 Candidategor different seats for a state dice, a space shafle provided on the ballot for electors
shallbe listed in separate columns or rows if more than one stawrite in the name of a person for eacficef regardless of
is contested in any election. Arrangementhafnames on the bal Whetherthere is a primary for thatfafe.
lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose board(b) The board shall certify the candidates’ namestasitjnate
of supervisors directs the electionflie same manner as providedhe official ballot arrangement for candidaties state superinten
in s.5.60 (1) (b) dent,justice,court of appeals judge, circuit judge and, if commis
(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY; ~ Sionersare elected under 200.09 (1) (am) the metropolitan
COUNTY EXECUTIVE; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be one sewerage&eommission. The arrangement of names of all eandi
separateballot for state superintendent, judiciaficérs, county dateson the ballotwhose nomination papers are filed with the
executiveunder s59.17and county supervispexcept as autho boardshall be determined by the board by the drawing of lots not
rizedin s.5.655 In counties having a populatiafi500,000 or laterthan the 2nd Tesday in Januargr the next day if the first
more, the ballot also shall include thosdicés under s8.11 (2) Tuesdayis a holiday Whenever a primary is held for arficé,
and (2m). The arrangement of names of candidates for stage2nd drawing of all candidates for thafioé shall be held by or
superintendentustice, court of appeals judge and circuit couttnderthe supervision of the board not later than the 3rd day fol
judgeshall be determined by the board in the manner specified@#ing the completion of th@rimary canvass to determine the
s.5.60 (1) (b) Arrangement of the names of candidatesfamty ~ arrangemenbf candidates on the election ballot.
executive and county supervisor shall be determined thy (c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtaite elected,
countyclerk or by the executive director of the county board afie official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shall
electioncommissionerin the manner specified in5.60 (1) (b) statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-candi
(2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Except as datesfor WhOI'T] eaqh elector may vote. Each candidacy shall show
authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for membetie branch being filled.
of the metropolitan sewerage commission if commissioasrs  (2) MuniciPAL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4)
electedunder s200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for diérent thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-candi
seatdlisted in separate columns or rows if more than one seatlites,except as authorized in%s655
contestedat any election. Arrangement of the names on the ballot(3) City. Except as authorized in%655 there shall be a sep
shallbe determined by the board. arateballot giving the names of all candidates for citfioes,
(3) NAMES ON sPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state printedin the samdorm as prescribed by the board undét.88
superintendentfor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a(1) (a). City electionballots may vary in form to conform to the
metropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-contaw under which an election is held.
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FORM
(@) No party designation shall appear on thieiaf ballot. (7) REFERENDUMBALLOTS. Except as authorized in%.655
(b) The city clerk or executive director of the city electom  thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requir
missionshall arrange the fidial city ballot under s5.62 (4) ing a vote in the form and manner provided b§.84

(4) ScHooLDISTRICT. (a) There shall beseparate ballot for ~ (8) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. Except as authorized

school district dicers when so required, except as authorized f5-655 there shall be a separate ballot for each recognized politi
s.5.655 cal party filing a certification under 8.12 (1) listing the names

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the !l Potential candidates of that party determined undedg.
of the member elected at—¢gr to the board of school directorsdndaffording, in addition, an opportunity to the votemiominate
shallbe placed on the fiial city ballot and there shall be a Sepaanotherpotentlal candidate by write—in vote or to vote for an-unin

rateballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to Jg/cteddelegation to the party convention. The order of such
filled on the board of school directors framy election district, presidentiatandidates shall be determined by lot by or under the

exceptas authorized in §.655 Thenames of candidates for theSupervisionof the board. Each voter shall be given the ballots of
at-largeseat shall be placed in the same colamrw on the bal all the parties participating iime presidential preference vote, but
lot. may vote on one ballot only

(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shaff®) EXCept as authorized in$655 a separate ballot shall be
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive direcevidedfor use in each voting district.
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lots (C) The official ballots for the presidential preference vote
not later than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next daif the first ~ shall be securely fastened together at the bottom. The party
Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd receivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the preced
dayfollowing the completion of the primary canvass if a primarid election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining
is held. The method of determining arrangement shall beetine ~ Party ballots shall follow in the same mannék facsimile ballot
asprovided in sub(1) (b). Suficient space shall be provided onnoticeshall be published as provided irl6.02

the ballot for write—in candidates. History: 1971 c. 304s.9t011, 29 (2} 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 334.
57,1975 c. 931977 c. 187427, 445, 449, 1979 c. 221260, 355, 1981 c. 3771983

(4m) METROPOLITANSEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separat®al 5 4841983 a. 533.36, 1985 a. 2%.3202 (56) 1985 a89, 225 1985 a. 3045.28,
lot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan sewer&ggé 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192290, 1993 a. 2661995 a. 165.2; 1995 a. 2011999

commissionseats, if commissioners are elected und208.09 * ‘ll'igil:t?oiallggigérﬁi party has a protected right of political association and may
(11) (am)' except as aUthorlze_d in3655 The names for_the dif not be compelled to seat delegat#®sen in an open primary in violation of the
ferentseats shall be placed in separ@®imns or rows if more party'srules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin450 U.S. 1071981).
thanone seat is contested at any election. _
(5) VILLAGE. There shall be a separate ballot giving the nama$2 September primary ballots. (1) (a) AtSeptember
of all candidates for village fifes, except as authorized in sPrimaries the following ballot shall be provided for the nomina
5.655 tion of candidates of recognizealitical parties for national, state
(a) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thiécddl bal andcounty pflces and independent car)dldates for stdfieeoin
lot in the order they are named in the statutes creating them. f hward, in the same form. as prescnbed by the board under s.
namesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingsdme - (1) (&) except as author!zed |n$655 The ballots .shalbe
methodas that used by the board undab.(1) (b). Suficient mgdeupof the sgveral party tickets with each pgrty.entltled to par
spaceshall be left under eachfiie for write—in candidates. ticipate in the primary under péo) or sub(2) having its own bal

; lot, except as authorized ins655 The independent candidates
(b) Only persons nominated undeBs05shall be placed on ¢, siate dfice other than districattorney shall have a separate

thgofficial ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for tiS; ot for all such candidates under s5.64 (1) (e) except as
office shall be left blank. o authorizedn s.5.655 The ballots shall be secured together at the
(6) Town. (a) Except as authorized irbs655 there shall be pottom. The party ballot of the party receiving the most votes for
a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates for electiy@sidentor governor at the last general election shalbn top
town offices in the form prescribelaly the board under .08 (1) with the other parties arranged in descending order based on their
(a). There shall be 2 ballot forms. One ballot form shall be usggke for president or governor at the last general election. The bal
for the election of supervisors to numbered seats and one bajigs of parties qualifying under sut®) shall be placed after the
form shallbe used for the election of SUperViSOfS to Unnumberﬁdrties qua"fyinanderpar (b)’ in the same order in which the
seats.On the ballot used for the election of supervisors to urnuiartiesfiled petitions with the boardAny ballot required under
beredseats, all supervisor candidates shall be listed together gag (b) 2.shall be placed next in ordeFhe ballofisting the inde
thevoting instructions shall state &t for not more than.[insert pendentcandidates shall be placedthe bottom. At polling
numberof supervisors to be elected] candidates”. All towns sh@llaceswhere voting machinesre used, each party and the inde
electtheir supervisors to unnumbered seats unless the annual tgwAdentcandidates shalie represented in one or more separate
meetingadopts a plan to elect supervisors to numbered seats. %Bl@jmnsor rows on the ballot. At polling places where an-elec
namesof candidates for town fie shall be arranged by using theronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting

samemethod as thatsed by the board under s(b). (b). A space machineeach party and the independent candidates may be repre
shallbe provided under eactfioe on the ballot for a write=in can  sentedn separate columns or rows on the ballot.

didate. o . (b) 1. Except as provided in sutidand s5.64 (1) () 2.every
(b) Only the names of individuals nominated undé&@may  recognizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last
be placed on the &tial bal[ot. If no nominations for an e are  gubernatoriaklection whose candidate for any statevodfce
madethe space for that fife shall be left blank. receivedat least 1%f the total votes cast for thafioé and, if the
(6m) TowN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. Except as autho lastgeneral electiomas also a presidential election, every recog
rizedin s.5.655 a separate ballot shall list the names of all candiizedpolitical party listed on the ballot at that election whose can
datesfor town sanitanydistrict commission seats, if commission didatefor president received at least 1% of the total vote cast for
ersare elected under80.74and the boundaries of the district arehatoffice shall have a separate primary ballot or one or sepe
not coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. Taetecolumns or rows othe primary ballot as prescribed in par
namesfor different seats shall be placed in separate colwnns(a) and aseparate column on the general election ballot in every
rowsif more than one seat is contested at any election. ward and election district An organization which was listed as
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“independent’at the last general election and whose candidappeairthe party or principle of the candidates, if any5 words
meetsthe same qualification shall receive the same ballot statudess, as shown on their nomination papers.

uponpetition of the chairperson and secretary of tigawization (4) Thecounty clerk or county boaxf election commission
to the board requesting such status and specifying their past¢shall designate thefaial primary ballot arrangement for all
name which may not duplicate the name of an existing patty candidatesiling nomination papers in thatfide.

petitionunder this subdivision may be filed no later thgmm. on 3y Within a county the county clerk shall arrange the names
Junel in the year of each general election. _ of all candidates filing nomination papers with the cleidice

_ 2. Subdivisionl. applies to a party within any assembly-disusingthe same method as that used by the board url€0s(1)
trict or county at any September primary election ohdt least (b).
onecandidate of the party for any national, state or couffigeof ) The county board of election commissioners in counties
qualifiesto have his or her name appear on the ballot under 1g/inga population of more than 500,000 shall preparefiie
nameof that party within that assembijistrict or county The  ¢ig| primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the names
countyclerk or county board of election commissioners gi@ll o1 5| candidates foeach dice whose nomination papers are filed
vide a combined separate b_allot or onermre separate columns 4 the county level, using the same method as that usbd dige
or rows on the ballot that will permit an elector to cast a vote f@pnspoard under .60 (1) (b)
awrite—in candidate for the nomination of any such party for each . .
national,state and county fife whenever that party qualifies to . (aSt)esA(\)tf th?IyS ggteer;;ri;g’r”mg'zﬂegtlgftr?]ra?%%yemfg:(;rnt;]%f%an
berepresented on a separate primary ballot or in ane or mom.s%%ependentandidates for statefife listed; but the elector may
rate columns or rows under sulidbut does not qualify under this iy ste o more than one candidate for a singfief A space
subdivision. The ballot shall include the name of each pesalr shallbe provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name
fying for a separate ballot or one or more separate columog/sr

. : ; of his or her choice as a padgndidate for any &i€e, including
o s e anlOses apany candidleof  paoserame appea o ne balok ol
lots of the partiFt)es \XlOlﬂg appear under. fa) umnor row designated for independent candidates, as provided in

i i s sub.(1) (b)or(2) (b), but no space shall be provided to write in the

(2) (a) Except as provided ipar (b) and s5.64 (1) () 2.any  npamesof independent candidates.
political organization may be represented on a separate primaryisiory: 1971 c. 304s12,29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334,57 1975¢. 931977
ballot or in one or more separate columns or rows on the primaryoz 427 1979 c. 260311, 328 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985a. 3041987 a. 391
ballotas prescribed in sufl) (a)and in a separate column on thé989a. 31192 1991 a. 3161993 a. 1841999 a. 182
generakelection ballot in every ward and election distrikt.quat %035. Refeence: See also . EIBd 6.04,i%adm. code. A
: R Tod e filing of a proper petition by the requisite number of electors in a senate,
ify for a separate ballot under this paragraph, the politicg@l-or assemblypr congressional district will qualify the politicaigamization referred to
nizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on Juhim the year of the Sep in the petition as a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district only
temberprimary file with theboard a petition requesting separatffrl e sae, coraressiona equlaue, and coudestouhiten sictoror |
ballot status. The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 elgg general election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeed
tors, including at least,000 electors residing in each of at least By September primary61 Atty Gen. 41.
separateongressional districts. Tipetition shall conform to the ) )
requirement®f s.8.40 No signature obtained before January 2.64 General election ballots. At general elections the fol
in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a politicdwing ballots, when necessashall be provided for each ward.
organizationfiling a valid petition fulfill the requirements pre (1) OFFICIAL BALLOT. Except as authorized 815.655 there
scribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one ghtall be a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates
moreseparate columns or rows on the ballot for the period endipgesidentand vice president and for statewide, congressitaugl,
with the following general election. islative and county dfces in the same form as prescribed by the
(b) Paragrapka) appliesto a party within any assembly districtooard under s7.08 (1) (a)
or county at any September primary election only if at least one(a) The ballot shall permit an elector to vote a straight party
candidateof theparty for any national, state or countfice quali  ticket for president and vice president, whenehese dices are
fies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the naraetestedand for all statewide, congressional, legislative and
of that party within thaassembly district or countyThe county countyoffices, to votdor individual candidates for eactfiog or
clerk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide do vote fora person whose name does not appear on the ballot for
combinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or ramy office. When voting for governor and lieutenant goverter
onthe ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in ballot shall permianelector to vote only for the candidates on one
candidateor the nomination of any such party for each nationdicket jointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces.
stateand county dfce whenever that party qualifies to tepre (b) The names othe candidates on the regular party tickets
sentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate ¢g@minatedat the primary or replacements appointader s8.35
umnsor rows under paa) but does not qualify under this para (2) shall appear im separate column under the party designation.
graph. The ballot shall include the name of each paualifying The columns shall be arranged from left to right accordirgud,
for a separate ballot or ome more separate columns or rows omasedon the number of votes received by each padghdidate
the ballot under each fife, with the names of the candidates fofor president ogovernor at the last general election beginning
eachsuch party appearing in the saorder in which the ballots with the party that received the most votes.tfie right of the cel
of the parties would appear under s(il).(a) umnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the
(3) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot columnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (2)in the same order
arrangementor statewide dices and district attorney within eachin which the parties filed petitions with the board. Any column
prosecutoriabistrict by using the same procedaseprovided in requiredunder par(e) 2.shallbe placed next in ordefo the right
s.5.60 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or ré@fthe party columns shall be a column for the namésdefpen
onthe ballotthe candidates for fi¢e shall be listed together with dentcandidates for eachffe, or more than one column if the
the offices which they seek in the following order whenethesse ~ first column does not provide digfent space for the names of all
offices appear on the September primary ballot: govefiear Suchcandidates.
tenantgovernoy attorney general, secretary of state, state trea (d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president and
surer,U.S. senatoiU.S. representative in congress, state senateice president or governor angutenant governomwhenever
representativeéo the assemblydistrict attorney and the countytheseoffices are filled, and then the remainindjas in the order
offices. Below the names of the independent candidates shddisignatedinder s5.62 (3)
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(e) 1. Excepasprovided in subd2., each candidate’name asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statement
shallbe placed in the column of the party by which nominated of each question in accordance wittle act or resolution directing
if independent, in a column designated independent and alt casdbmissiorin the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
datesfor the same dite shall appear within the same rowstba 7.08(1) (a) The question may not be worded in such a manner
ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naafes asto require a negative vote to approve a propositian afirm-
any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appearative vote to disapprovea proposition. Unless otherwise
beforethe column designated independent with the spaces peapresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used ateddictions
videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such partwhen questions are submitted to a vote of the people.

appearingn the same order in which the columns of their parties (c) The oficial referendurrballot prescribed under this sub
would appear under pgb). Along with the names of the indepen section shall be utilizedt every election, except that the format
dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the €anghall be altered to thextent provided or required by other laws
dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nominatiogstablishingpr authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except as
papers. Independent candidates for the same courfiyeashall  authorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate bal
belisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or ungist. but more than one referendum question may appear on the
supervisionof the county clerk or boamf election commission  samereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered and
ers.The board shall conduct a redrawing for purposeetefrmin  a| electors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questions
ing the arrangement of independent candidates for stite of gppearingthereon. When more than ostate referendum is
who appeared on the primary ballot in the manner provided ingfacedon the same ballathe board shall number the questions in
5.60 (1) (b) chronologicalsequence. If the legislature submits questions on
2. There shall be a separate column for the candidatzchf differentdatesthe board shall number the questions sequentially
party qualifying for that column under 5.62 (1) (b)or(2), except basedon the date on which the questions are submitted by the leg
thatif, within any assembly district or countyere are no candi islature. Exceptas authorized in $.655 state and county refer
datesfor any national, state or countyfioé representing such a endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipabecial
partywho qualify to have their names appear on the ballot undéstrict referenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sub
the name of thaparty within that assembly district, the countystantially the same as that prescribed by the board undésg1)
clerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a eom(a).
binedseparate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote foristory: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 26427, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 79175, 377,
awrite—in candidate of any such party for each national, state 838 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 39111989 a. 31192, 1991 a. 3161999 a. 182
countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented in a . .
separateolumn but doesot qualify under this subdivision. The:65 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pfo
ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for a-sepdded, ballots for special referenda shall conform to the format
rate column under each fide, with the names of the candidategPrescribedunder s5.64 (2) insofar as applicable.
for each such party appearingtie same order in which the ol  History: 1983 a. 4841999 a. 182

umnsof the parties would appear under.gb}. )
(eg) In the case of ballotinigr the ofices of president and vice 2695 Consolidated ballots. (1) Whenever a separaet

presidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the d8f. IS 'équired to be used, a municipality may use a single ballot
umnof the party that nominated them or if independent, in-a cdp facilitte the use of voting machines or an electronic voting sys
umn designated independent. In each column there shall be Gifp O~ if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a con
choice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botfices. solidatedpaper ballot that is authorized under $@. If a munie

(em) The names of the candidates for thiice$ of president |phaI||Ty uls%s a single ltaallotl in lieu of s?parait_ecab{all?ts,bﬁ{cijmt
andvice president certified under&16 (7)or filed under s3.20 sha |rtlcfu © i_s%para © cotung)n l?rtr_ow ora db Ee erend E[Jhm bal
shallappear on the ballot in tfierm prescribed in §.08 (2) (a) or party for Which a separate barlot 1S required by fav and Re ba

The names of the presidential electors for the candidates suppg?ﬂtcﬁha" be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for

underss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot but thF:;\a”?ﬂces and refere_nd?tappearllng. on the ba!)loltl. ts i
avote for the candidates for president aiw president is a vote _ (2) Whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is
for them through their named presidential electors. requiredto utilize separate ballots for certaifficds, referenda or

(es) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively frﬁ%tlesat an election, the municipalityay with the approval of

- nty clerk or rd of election commissioners of h
top to bottom based on the number of votes received by th@gucou ty clerk or board of election co SSIONETs of €ac

. didate 1 he | lection beginnii ntyin which there is located any portiofithe municipality
party'scandidate for governor at the last election beginmitly  ;nareqne omore electors reside, substitute a single consolidated
the party that received the most votes. The independ

b : ; . . . rballot or llot that i ign ilized with an-el
president-viceresident candidates shall be listed together in perbalot or a ballot thatis designed to be utiized with an-elec

derd by lot b d . f the board. followi nic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicable
orderdrawn by lot by or under supervision of the board, following,s, - mationrequired to be provided for paper ballots at that-elec
underthe party candidatesdlong with the names of the indepen gon
dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the €eandr . . . . .

; ; ; P 3) The board shall prescribe notices and instructions to be
dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination ( - .
papers. Following under the independent candidates, a stk givento electors who use a ballot that is authorized undefaub.

be left for writing in the names of a candidate for president arin'a lieu of any noticesind instructions that are applicable only to
vice president municipalities employing separate paper ballots.

(f) Inthe casef balloting for the dfce of governor and lieu History: 1999 a. 182
tenantgovernoythe names of the candidagmll be placed inthe 5 ge  Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec

party column by which nominated or if independent, in a columisary municipal clerks shall have digient ballots printecor
]gesEnatleciwdependent. gnliaac_h_ccilu;nn lt)herr'eozhall be one choligeise prepared whenever a voting system does not utilize
or the elector to cast a ballot jointly for bothices. printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or voting

(9) Following under the independenandidates for each machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certify
office, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the nagaeheir county clerk, on the first daf the 2nd month preceding
of a candidate of his or her choice for thdtoef the month in which the primary is held, the approximate number

(2) RererenbumBALLOT. (am) There shall be a separate babf electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total these
lot when any proposed constitutional amendment orathgr estimatesand order a sfi€ient supply to assure ballots fafl
measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, exceglectorsand voting machines.
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(2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissiongrall 5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after
print asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal clerkallotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk
or board of election commissioners shall print sample ballafsthe municipality is preparing ballots undef7sl5 (2) but not
wheneverthe municipality prepares ballotnder s7.15 (2) (b) laterthan 3 weeks before any election relatin@ state or national
or(c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored pap#fice or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gbeek
andshall be overprinted “SAMPLE”. afing machine sample bal paring the ballots shall submit one copy of each ballot to the board
lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the board@rreview of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the bal
screeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues al@ds supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clerk
voting instructions as they wilippear on the figial ballot. Sama  shall submitone copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If a
ple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systemvhich Vvoting machine ballot or other ballot combining local candidates
ballotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an ac®faleferenda with state or national candidates or referenda is used,
sizecopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commissionth_e entire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots mtended for dis
ersprinting the ballots shall distributhe samples approximately tribution to electors are used, only those ballots relating to state or
asfollows: 45% shall be kept in the clesiorboards ofice and ~ hationaloffices and statewide referenda neecstiemitted. This
distributedto electors requesting them; 45% shall be setfteo subsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing
municipalities,or, if the municipality prints ballots, 45% shall beof absentee ballots.
sentto the county for distribution to theectors; and 10% shallbe  (2) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted
reservedo be sent téhe polling places by municipalities in pro undersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of
portionto the number certified in sufl) and made available to anyerror as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after

electorsat the polls on election day submission.The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error upon
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16 receiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under 8.
ors.5.06 (6)

5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot  (3) Wheneveranaffidavit is filed by the board or any elector

boxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic votingllegingan error or omission in the preparation afdiot, the cir

systemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by thait court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be used

municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinesgstems or its presiding judge, by ordenay summarily require a county

areused. or municipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should
(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for bdpot be corrected and, by ordafterthe hearing, have the correc

lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary in-pref@n made.

ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county ggg'lséogyﬁll%g&’;é 25’&979 c.31s.19,1979 c. 355s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72;

municipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners is ™~~~ " T

responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared fosehool,

technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shall SUBCHAPTERIII
pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government is
involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS

trict election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; sup
plies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices

othermaterials are used for elections within more than one unit Z ?em'idoﬁ)_tr']%n’ Osgﬁ]?;'mggéatgnbog: ddgsfcglggt?gr?rég?n?;ission
local government, thecosts shall be proportionately divided>. : 9 9 y

betweenthe units of local government involved in the electio prs of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiadopt,

. ; . ; r1=3xperimentwith or discontinue any electronic voting system
In a 1st class cityall costs otherwise attributable to a schdiel - J
trict shall be paid by the city authorizedby this subchapter and approved undér$lfor use

] - ) ) ) in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipment for
(3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sysychsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within its juris
temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on ¢iiion, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting

same ballot, the ballots for all national, state and coutfiisesf machines, or iombination with paper ballots where such ballots
andfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paiddgsauthorized to be used.

by the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine er eleGyistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304

tronic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, techni  Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.

cal college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot, the cost of that ) )
portion of the ballot shall be reimbursedttwe county or paid for 5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the

by the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1st cligs Procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applighen an elec
schooldistrict under sub(2). tronic voting system employing the use ldllots distributed to

(4) Thecost of compensation of electiorficifals and trainees electorsis used. ) . .
shallbe borne in the manner provided iv€93 (2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for voting
(5) If a chage is made for the use of a polling place,dhage with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vot

shall be paid by thenmunicipality establishing the polling placemg System employinghe use of electronic voting machines is
unders.5.25 (2)unless the polling place is used to conduct a sp sed. )
cial election that is called by a urt government other than the HISO: 2979 ¢ 3L @ 7 & adm. code.
stateor the municipality establishing the polling place and the spe ’
cial election is not held concurrently with an election specified 8178 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronic
s.5.02 (5) (18), (21) or(22). In such case the clgershall bepaid  voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electors
by the unit of government that calls the special election. is used, the municipality shall supply afaiént number of voting

(6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit afpoothsfor the use of electors as provided 585 (2)
invoice to the clerk of each municipality atistrict which is  History: 1979 c. 31.
responsibldor payment of election costs under this section. The

municipality or district shall make payment to the county o?.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheren
municipaltreasurer electronicvoting system employing the uselwllots and voting

History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a. U€ViCesis used, the electionfficials shall ofer each elector
. instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot before
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the elector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiben newspapergublished within the municipality if a newspaper is
afterthe elector has entered the voting booth, except as authorigetllishedtherein,otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation
unders.6.82 (2) All instructions shall be given by electioffiof therein. The test shall be open to the public. The test shall be con
cialsin such a manner that they may be observed by péisons ductedby processing a preaudited group of ballots so marked as
in the polling place. to record a predetermined number of valid votes for eaciali

History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16 dateand on each referendum. The sl include for each fife

one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number

5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan allowedby law and, for a partisan primary election, one or more
electronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, thgallotswhich have votes cast for candidates of more than one rec
municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing €leggnizedpolitical party in orderto test the ability of the automatic
torsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic votitgbulatingequipment taeject such votes. If any error is detected,
systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious gueghe municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correetrtbe
tionsfor placement in any public building within the municipalityThe clerk shall make an errorless count before the automatic tabu
in which the election occurs. dtich placement of a demonstratorating equipment isapproved by the clerk for use in the election.
takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before thezz) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or

eIeptiorT. atthe central counting location, the electioficidils shall withess
History: 1979 ¢. 31. atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
; P . _ ing mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero count
%gl (%a I\I/(\)/thelRfe?/rg?ﬂgnétatﬁ;;afsng:eor\n/%rg,f;bt?]%nbi% kc))?lsepar%%é every candidate and referendum. After the completion of the
) unt,the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retained

ballotsor columns or rows for fi€es, parties oreferenda, and an
electronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to elec” ™ ™ 1979 ¢. 31 2001 a. 16
tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for alf''S": ok a

offices, referenda and parties. The ballot information, whethg85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal -

émderthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location.

placedon the ballot oon the voting device, shall, as far as practj s (1) At linaol t which lectronic Vo
cable,be grouped and orderédthe same manner as provided fol2tS. (1) Atany pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys

other ballots under this chaptexcept that the information on thet€MS utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,
ballot need not be in separate columns or rows. tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paper

(3) If amunicipality utilizes an electronic voting system i ballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballots
which ballots distr‘i)butgd to electors are employed gabZebabe mployedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shall
lots may consisof ballots utilized with the s sFt)err% or paper ballotIoe deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to the
anden\}/elo es voted in person in théias of){[he munigi %tlerk ﬁ/pesof ballots used For the purpose of transporting the ballots

Pes v P p or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provide
or voted by mall. ) ) . . a secure container for each polling pladet. each polling place,

(4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the namgse applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiating
of candidates of more than one party or the names of party caggk canvass under .51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, except
datesand independent candidatiéshall provide a space for elec thatno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballots
torsto designate a party preference or a preference for the inggedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized by law
pendentcandidates. Failure to designate a preference does gl he performedit a polling place if a central counting location
invalidateany votes cast by an electexcept as provided in s. s designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by the
7-5_0(1) (d) municipality.

History: 1979 c. 31,1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 16 (2) Theelection oficials shall examine the ballots cecord
f votes cast for write—in votes and shall count and tabulate the
rite—invotes. When an electronic voting system is used which
tilizesa ballot which iglistributed to electors, before separating
remaining ballots from their respective covering envelopes,
election oficials shall examine the ballots for write—in votes.
enan elector hasast a write—in vote, the electionfiofals
shall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot to
determinewhether the write—in vote results in an overvotesfoy
5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari - Office. In case of an overvote for anyfiog, the election dicials
son of ballots. Where voting devices are used at a polling placghallmake a true duplicate ballot of all votes on the ballot except
the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put figr the ofice which is overvoted, by using arfiofal ballot of that
order,set, adjusted and made ready for voting when deliveredkind usedby the elector who voted the original ballot, and one of
the polling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectdfe marking devices so as t@nsfer all votes of the elector except
shallcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sal@r the ofice overvoted, to an 6€ial ballot of thatkind used in
ple ballots furnished and see that the names, numberigtas the ward at that election. Unless electioficiéls areselected
thereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprsvided by the unders.7.30 (4) (c)without regard to party &ifation, the election

5.82 Write—in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal ©
ity doesnot provide a space for write-in votes, the municipalit
shallprovide a separate write—irallot, which may be in the form
of a paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of persi
whosenames are not on the ballot whenever write—in votes
authorized.

History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16

board. officials shall consist in each case of at least one electfaiabf
History: 1979 c. 31. of each of the 2 major politicglarties, whenever fifials of both
partiesare present. Yite-in votes shall be counted as provided
5.84 Testing of equipment; custody of programs and in s.7.50 (2) (d) The original ballot upon which there is an ever

ballots. (1) Where any municipality employmn electronic vet voteshall be clearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and the ballot so
ing system which utilizes automatic tabulating equipmeither produced‘Duplicate Overvoted Ballot”, and each shall bear the
atthe polling place or at a central counting location, the municipggmeserial number which shall be placed thereon by the election
clerk shall, onany day not more than 10 days prior to the electi@fficials, commencing with number “1” and continuing consecu
dayon which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipmdively for each of théallots of that kind in that ward or election
tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for ditrict. The election dicials shall initial the “Duplicate Over
officesand on all measures. Public notice of the time and plageted Ballot” ballots and shall place them in the container for
of the tesshall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours prior to theturn of the ballots. The “Overvoted Ballot” ballots and their
testby publication of a class 1 notice under@B5in one ormore  envelopeshall be placed in tH®riginal Ballots” envelope. Bal
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lots bearing write—in votes marked in the place designidted®  electionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election
for and bearinghe initials of an election fi€ial and not resulting officials are selected under&30 (4)(c) without regard to party

in an overvote and otherwise complying with the election laws afiliation, the employees at each central counting location, other
to marking shall be counted, tallied, and thaites recorded on than any speciallytrained technicians who are required for the
atally sheet provided by the municipal clerk. Ballots and balloperationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equally
envelopeshall be separated and bdlllots except any which are divided between members of the 2 major political parties under s.
defective or overvoted shall be placed separanetlye container 7.30 (2) (a)and all duties performed by the employskeall be by

for return of the ballots, along with the ballots marked “Duplicateams consisting of agual number of members of each political
OvervotedBallots”. party whenever stfitient persons from each party are available.

(3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter (2) At each central counting location, a team of electidin of
mineif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be countet#ls designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having
by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damagebargeof the location under sulfl) shall check theontainer
or defective so that itannot be properly counted by the automatiketurned containing theballots to determine that all seals are
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit intact,and thereupon shall open the contaisleck the inspec
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all vobesthat ballot tors’ slip and compare the numbefrballots so delivered against
by using one of the marking devices so as to transfer all voteglug total number of electorsf each ward served by the polling
the elector to an ditial ballot of that kind used bihe elector who placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast and
votedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidicafls ~ deliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating
areselected under .30 (4) (cwithout regard to party filfation, equipment. Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and
the election oficials shall consist in each case of at least one eldotal number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that
tion official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenevéir of purposeand signed by the electiorfiofals.
cialsof both parties are present. The original ballot shall be clearlyiistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 109
labeled“Damaged Ballot” and the ballsb produced “Duplicate
DamagedBallot”, and each shall bear the same number whi
shallbe placed thereon by the electiofiaidls, commencingvith
number“1” and continuing consecutively for the ballots of tha
kind in the ward. The electionfafials shall initial the'Duplicate
Damaged Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container
returnof the ballots. Thefficials shall place “Damaged Ballot”
ballotsand their envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope.

(4) The original ballots shall be preserved witie duplicate

87 Tabulating votes. If a central counting location reot
utilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the automatic
fabulatingequipment shall be under the direction of the chief
inspectorand shall conform to the requirements of diéomatic
%pulatingequipment. If any ballot is not accepted by the -auto
matic tabulating equipment, the electiorficials shall make a
duplicateballot to replace that ballat the manner prescribed in
s.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any central
ballotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. Ti ousnégnglslge;[é%n asgg Ingh%ea%aof?retﬁgbgﬁ}ggg; ?g&iﬂnéﬁ;cept
officials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-ele allot, containey envelope, return or equipment.
torsvotingin person, number of absentee ballots deposited in t Cistory: 1979 c. 31 1983 a. 484
ballot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward served ' o T
by the polling place who voted at the election, which shall .89 Official return. The return produced by the automatic
signedby all the inspectors. tabulatingequipment shall be appendedthe tally sheet by the
(5) If the municipality has designated a central counting locéanvassersThe return constitutes a part of thiéicial return for
tion to be used to count ballots unde7 &1 (1) the inspectors the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check the
shall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifi¢ve totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tiges obvious
inspectorsshall then place the slip made out under &ilin the ~ discrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any ward
container. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recordingr election district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward or
the write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and&l#ctiondistrict publicly retabulated to correttte return. Upon
otherballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting completionof the count, the return is open to the public.
systemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the containeHistory: 1979 c. 31.
andshall thereupon immediately seal the container witadire
sive seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in su

mannerthat the seal completely covers the opening incire Qgconducted in the manner prescribed .81 If the ballots are

tainer,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The *Def i readable form, the board of canvassers may elect to recount the

tive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each sh : X . . -
be securely sealed and the faend thereof of each signed by th allotswithout the aid of automatic tabulating equipment. If the
oardof canvassers elects to wmgomatic tabulating equipment,

inspectorsand returned to the central countingation with the board of hall test th i tic tabuladii
box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. Thefa€Poard of canvassers shall test the automatic tabuledjoip
mentto be used prior to the recount as provided 8, and then

u%%néahcjeg;liﬂgcﬁﬁgeéﬁ é)crtzr O?J(téht?:rﬁgg?tntﬁ?Zéfnf;ﬁlé:grtg entvn,@ official ballots or the record of the votes cast shall be recounted

) ; ; no@ici on theautomatic tabulating equipment. In addition, the board of
ggrekst%trneescse gfgticc?nu%%?gslogg Igglggggnﬁzgr%so ('f)'p(fé; canvassershall check the ballots for the presence or absence of

without regard to party éfiation, the election dicials shall con theinitials andother distinguishing marks, shall examine the bal

sistin each case of at least one electiditiall of eachof the 2 lots marked "Rejected”, “Defective” and "Objected to”deter

. o : . : mine the propriety of such labels, and shall compare the “Dupli
(rennayorpolltlcal parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres cateOvervoted Ballots” and “Duplicate Damaged Ballotsith

History: 1970 c. 31; 1980 a, 1921997 a. 1272001 a. 16 Er:(lersrespectlve originals to determine the correctness of the dupli

. . . History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 391
5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations. Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, M/ adm. code.

(1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall be

underthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electioficidl 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and
designatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is ajuipment.  No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating
the county seat and the municipal clerk delegatesebponsibd  equipmentor related equipmergnd materials to be used in an
ity to supervise the location to the county clénkyhich case the electronicvoting system may be utilized in this state unless it is
proceedingshall be under the direction of the coualigrk or an approvedby the board. The board may revoke its approval of any

90 Recounts. Except as otherwise provided in this sub
Chapterrecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shall
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ballot, device, equipment or materialsaatytime for cause. No or malfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the time

such ballot, voting device, automatic tabulating equipment dhatthe problem occurs is preserved.

relatedequipment or material may be approved unlefifitls (12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemaenit

the following requirements: electorsas the result of failure to understand the method of epera
(1) It enables an elector to vote secrecy and to select thetion or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, auto

partyor the independemiandidates for whom an elector will votematic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.

in secrecy at a partisan primary election. (13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse
(2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to vatennectiorwith the systenincludes a mechanism which makes

a straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating equipmetfte operator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning in

countsthe vote of an elector who casts a vote for a candidate fsicha way that an inaccurate tabulation of thites could be

an ofice outside the straight party ticket for thafiag only. obtained. . . .
(3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electowtte (14) 1t doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot is

for a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one pamtyin Punchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector

part from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen History: 1979 c. 31,1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 16

dentcandidates and in part of candidates whasees are written 0SS Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, M/ adm. code.

in by the elector 5.92 Bond may be required. Before entering into a contract
(4) It enables an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her ovwfor the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeamy bal

selectionfor any person for any fi€e for whom he or she may lots, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or related

desireto vote whenever write—in votes are permitted. equipmentor materials to be used in connectigith a system,
(5) It accommodates aleferenda to be submitted to the elecany municipality may require the vendor or lessopttovide a per
torsin the form provided by law formancebond with a licensed surety company as syugetsran

teeingthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pro
aggon of adequate computer programming, preventive
maintenanceor emegency repair services, training of election
automatictabulating equipment or machine rejects any ballot fficials and other municipal employees or provision of public
&c&lcatlonamatenals for a specified period, or guaranteeing the

which votes are cast in the primary of more than one recogni ecurityof the computer programs or other equipment or materials
political party exceptwhere a party or independent candidate de§i be utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such

(6) The voting device or machine permits an elector fani-a
mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized politi
party or the independent candidates of his ordimice, and the

ignationis made or where an elector casts write—in votes for-can her quaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriate
datesof more than one party on a ballot that is distributed to t Histog 1979 ¢. 31 pality pprop )

elector. Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.
(7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons o )
andoffices for whom and for which the elector is lawfully entitled-93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable
to vote; to vote for as many persons for aicefas the elector is rulesfor the administration of this subchapter
entitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon whichHistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 332.251 (1)
the elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded on C'0Ss Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.
aballot for an dice or a measure if the number of choices exceegsy4  sample ballots; publication.  When an electronic vot
the numberwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on sudicef  jng system employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is
or on such measure, except where an elector casts excess wrigs#iy the county and municipal clerk of the county and municipal
votesupon a ballot that is distributed to the elector ity in which the polling place designated for use of the system is
(8) It permits an electpat a presidential or gubernatorial eleclocatedshall cause tbe published, in the type B notices, a true
tion, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party forpreactual-sizecopy of theballot containing the names oficés and
dentand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governorcandidatesand statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly
respectively. aspossible, in the form imhich they will appear on thefidial
(9) It prevents an elector from voting ftite same person balloton election day The notice may be published as a newspa
morethan once for the samefiok, except where an elector cast®erinsert. Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder

excesswrite—in votes upon a ballot thitdistributed to the elec Of the type B notice is posted.
tor. History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16

(10) It is suitably designed fahe purpose used, of durables g5 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor
constructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu  mationto electors in municipalities angbunties using various
rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots.  typesof electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the

(11) 1t records correctlyand counts accurately every voténformationspecified in s10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
properly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytloé total votes thetype B notice information is inapplicable.
castthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuatioRistory: 1979 c. 31.
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