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CHAPTER 342
VEHICLE TITLE AND ANTI-THEFT LA W

SUBCHAPTERI 342.157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction companies to maintain records.
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE 342.16 Transfer to or from dealer
342.01 Words and phrases defined. 342.17 Involuntary transfers.
342.02 Excepted liens and security interests. 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. 342.19 Perfection of security interests.
342.05 When certificate of title required. 342.195 Notification of person who has perfected security interest.
342.06 Application for certificate of title. 342.20 Duties on creation of security interest.
342.065 Title for salvage vehicle. 342.21 Assignment of security interest.
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. 342.22 Release of security interest.
342.08 Department to examine records. 342.23 Secured partg' and ownes duties.
342.09 Whendepartment to issue certificate and to whom; maintenance of @42.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.
cords. 342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
342.10 Contentsof certificate of title. 342.255 Cancellation of title or registration.
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of title. 342.26 Hearings and appeal.
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. SUBCHAPTER Il
342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS
342.14 Fees. 342.30 Identification numbers.
SUBCHAPTER I 342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor vehicles.
TRANSFER OF TITLE 342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of certificate of title.
342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. 342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab.
342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of transferors and transferees. 342.34 Department to be notified of destruction or junking of vehicle.
342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. 342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal; disposal.
SUBCHAPTERI (a) If the owner has newly acquired the vehicle, he or she shall
makeapplication under 842.15
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE (b) If the owner applies for registration of a vehicle without

holding a valid certificate of title previously issued to thatner
342.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and by the department for the vehicle, tieshe shall at the same time
phrasesdefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in thigpplyfor a certificate of title.

chapterunless a dierent definition is specifically provided. (2) Exceptas provided in su3), an applicans eligibility for
(2) In this chapter: a certificate oftitle is a prerequisite to registration of the vehicle.
(ag) “Deliver” includes electronic transmission. If the applicant for registration holds a valid certificate of title pre

(am) “Leasingcompany” means any lessor who, within thé{iouslyissued to the applicant by the Fjepartment fpr the vehicle,
precedingl2 months, has leasédor more vehicles for a periodthatis prima facie evidencef ownership of the vehicle and the

of at least 4 months. applicantneed not apply for a new certificate of title applica
(b) “Mileage” means the actual distance that a vehicle has trdon for re.glstrapon. . o
eledin miles. (3) Thissection does not apply in a situation wheeslaw ex

(c) “Transfer’ means to change ownership by purchase, giﬁrgﬁsslyauthorizes registration of a vehicletiie name of a person
otherthan the owner or where the law expressly authorizes regis

any other means.

History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27 tration without a certificate of title.
) o ] (4) Any owner who operates or consents to the operation of a

342,02 Excepted liens and security interests.  This vehiclefor which a certificate of title is required without such-cer
chapterdoes not apply to or fafct: tificate having been issued or applied for or atlyer person who

(1) Alien given by statute or rule of law to a supplier of seoperates vehicle for which a certificate of title is requirdpw-
vices or materials for the vehicle. ing that the certificate of title has not been issued or apfiied

(2) A lien given by statute to the United States, this state or aijy be required to forfeit not more than $200céAtificate is con
political subdivision of this state. s[deredto havebeen applied for when the application accompa

(3) A security interest in a vehicle created by a manufacturrgé;j by the required fee has been delivered to the department or
or dealer who holds the vehicle for sale, which shall be gover ositedn the mail properly addressed and with postage pre
by the applicable provisions of c409. paid.

(5) Unlessotherwise authorized hyile of the department, a
342.03 Motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer leases. Not  nonresidenbwner of a vehicle that is not subjectrégistration
withstandings.401.201 (37)or ch.409, a transaction involving in this state may not apply for a certificate of title under this-chap
amotorvehicle, trailer or semitrailer does not create a condition@lr unless the vehicle is subject to a security intevesixcept as
saleor a security interest merely because it includes a provisiprovidedin s.342.16 (1) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision
that permits or requires the rental pricebe adjusted under theof this section, a nonresident mpyrchase temporary operation
agreemenby reference to the amount realized upon the salemlatesunder s341.09 (4) Any temporary operation permit or
otherdisposition of the motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer plateissued under 841.09shallnot be considered registration of

History: 1991 a. 148 the vehicle for purposes of this subsection.

n ) ) History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8)1977 c. 2731981 c. 1501987
342.05 When certificate of title required. (1) The owner a.100s.3;1993 a. 159

of a vehicle subject to registration in this state, whether or not such

vehicleis operated on any highway of this state, shall make &%2.06 Application for certificate of title. (1) An applica
plicationfor certificate of title fothe vehicle under the following tion for a certificate of title shall be made to the department upon
circumstances: a form or in an automated format prescribed by it and shall be
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accompaniedby the required fee. Each application for certificateot noted on theld certificate of title, the applicant shall state in
of title shall include the following information: the application that the vehicle has previously been so used.

(@) The name and address of the owner (hr) If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, is damagezblby

(b) A description of the vehicle, including make, identificatioigion or other occurrence the extent that the estimated or actual
numberand any other informatioor documentation that the-de cost,whichever is greatgof repairing the vehicle exceeds 30%
partmentmay reasonably require for proper identification of thef its fair market value and was transferred to an insurer upen pay
vehicleor for determination of the mileage of the vehiclelms mentof an insurance claim, the insurer shall state that fact in the
closed by prior transferors. application. If the applicant knows that the vehicle had been+rans

(c) The date of purchase by thgplicant, the name and addresterredto an insurer upon payment of an insurance claim and that
andaddresses of any secured parties in the order of their priorfi@tein the application that the vehicle has previously been so

(d) If the vehicle is a new vehicle being registered for the firgrﬁqsferreq.Thls pa_ragraph_does not apply to salvage vehicles.
time, the signature of a dealuthorizedo sell that new vehicle, (i) The information required under&5.103 (2)
thetotal of the number dfres normally used on the vehicle during (j) For a motor vehicle of a model year less than 10 years old,
its operation on the highways plus the number of any spare tiths certificate of title of the person transferring the title to the ap
with which the vehicle is normally equipped and t@nufactwr  plicantor, if applicable, the manufactuterdocument obrigin;
er’sdocument of origin. The document of origin shall contain the mileage disclosure statement required und&8¢2.155 (1)
informationspecified by the department. and, if applicable, the power of attorney required unti@tUSC

(e) Any further evidence of ownership which may reasonabhP88or rules of the department.
be required by the department to enabl®itetermine whether (k) If the vehicle is arautomobile, station wagon or motor
the owner is entitled to a certificate of title and the existence truck having a registered weight of 8,000 pounds or less and-a tem
nonexistencef security interests in the vehicle. porary operation plate has been issifed the vehicle under s.
(eg) Except as provided in pgeh), if the applicant is an indi  341.09(2m) (a) 1. b.or 2., the registration number of the terpo
vidual, the social security number tife applicant. The depart rary operation plate.
mentof transportation may not disclose a social secutityber (2m) On the formor in the automated format for application
obtainedunder this paragraph to apgrson except to the depart for a certificate of title, theepartment may show the fee under s.
mentof workforce development for the sqlerpose of adminis  342.14(3m) separately from the fee unde42.14 (1)or (3).

terings.49.22 _ _ (2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement in an
(eh) If the applicant does not have a social security nurabempplicationfor a certificate of title is guilty of a Class H felony
statementmade or subscribed under oath dirafation that the  NOTE: Sub. (2) is shown as amended eff. 2-1-03 2§01 Wis. Act 109 Prior
applicantdoes not have a social security humbire form of the to 2-1-03 it reads:
statemenshall be prescribed by the department of workfolse  (2) Any person who knowingly makesa false statement in an application for
velopment. A certificate of title that is issued in reliance on a statgjcertmcate of titte may be fined not moe than $5,000 or imprisoned not mae
an 7 years and 6 months or both.

mentsubmitted under this paragraph is invalid if the statement'is . . . .
paragrap (3) Any person intending to use a vehicle as a taxicab or for

blic transportation who fails to state such intent in the applica
n for certificate of title or any person who faits furnish any
therinformation required by sulpl) (h) may be required to fer

(em) Any further evidence which may reasonably be requir%ﬂ
by the department to enable it to determine whether any of-thed
Igrtrrr:gt\l/c;rr]]isggcﬁled in $342.10 (3) (cYo (g) may be applicable feit_not more than $1,000.

: History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1987 a. 10,

(f) If the identification number of the vehicle has been re49 1991 a. 39269, 309 316, 1993 a. 63159, 165,490, 1997 a. 27191, 283 1999
moved,obliterated or altered, or the original casting has beena- 9 80. 88, 2001 a. 109
replacedor if the vehicle has ndteen numbered by the manufac E“?SS Refeence: See also chrans 156and157, Wis. adm. code.

- - . violation of sub. (2) does not require that the pergba makes the false state
turer, the application for certificate of title shall so state. If thRentmust submit the application and is not limited to false statements made by an
identification number of the vehiclgas originally based on an applicant. State vWilliams, 156 Ws. 2d 296456 N.W2d 864(Ct. App. 1990).
enginenumber and the engine number is no longer pertinénéto
vehicle because of subsequeaengine changes and no otheB42.065 Title for salvage vehicle. (1) (a) A purchaser of
manufacturer’sdentification numberchassisnumber or serial a salvage vehicle that is not currentiffed as a salvage vehicle
numberexists, the department shall assign a new identificatishall,promptly after delivery to him or her of the salvage vehicle,
numberfor the vehicle under 842.30 (1m) applyfor asalvage vehicle certificate of title by submitting to the

(9) If the vehicle is a used motor vehicle which was last prdepartmentthe properly assigned certificate of title under s.
viously registered in another jurisdiction, the applicant shasll  342.15(1) (c) or other evidence of ownership, the applicant’
nishany certificate of ownership issued by the ofneisdiction ~ statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
anda statement pertaining to the title history and ownership @falvage certificate of title and the required fee.
suchmotor vehicle, such statementbe in the form the depart ~ (b) The owner of a salvage vehicle that is not currently titled
mentprescribes. asa salvage vehicle shall promptly apply for a salvage vehicle cer

(h) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehicle intificate of title by submitting to the department the certificate of
tendsto utilize that vehicle as a taxicab or for public transportéitle for the vehicle or othesvidence of ownership, the applicant’
tion, the applicant shall state that fact in #pplication. If the ap Statementhat the vehicle is a salvage vehicle, an application for
plicant knows that the vehicle hgmeviously been used as aadsalvage certificate of title and the required fee. Plaimgraph
taxicabor for public transportation and that fact is not noted on tll@esnot apply to a salvage vehicle that is purchased by a salvage
old certificate of title, the applicarshall state in the application vehicle purchaser subject to the requirements of (@ar
thatthe vehicle has previously been so used. (c) If the interest of an owner @vehicle that is titled in this

(hm) If the applicant for certificate of title for a motor vehiclestateis not transferred upon paymeitan insurance claim that,
intendsto utilize that vehicle aa police vehicle by a law enforce including any deductible amounts, exceeds 70% of the fair market
mentagencythe applicant shall state that fatthe application. value of the vehicle, any insurer of the vehicle shall, within 30
If the applicant knows that the vehicle has previously bsed daysof payment of the insurance claim, notify the department in
asa police vehicle by a law enforcement agency and that factisting of the claim payment and thiése vehicle meets the statu
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tory definition of a salvage vehicle, in theannerand form pre (2) The department shathaintaina record of all applications
scribed by the department. andall certificates of title issued by it:
(2) Upon notification from an insurer under sufi) (c), the (&) According to title number

departmenshall promptly notify the owner of the salvage vehicle (b) According to engine or identification number
thathe or she is required to apply for a salvage vehicle certificate(c) ajphabetically according to name of owner

of title under SUb(l.) (b). . . (d) In any other manner which the department determines to
(3) Uponcompliance wittthe requirements of sufl), the de g gesirable.
partmentshall issue a salvage vehicle certificate of title for the ve (3) Thede
; Py : g partment shall chge a fee ohot less than $2 for
E!c:e; The certificate shall include the words “This is a salvage V@onductinga file search of vehicle title records.
icle”. o ) History: 1977 c. 25.1654 (7) (a)1979 c. 2211989 a. 31
(4) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates Cross Refeence: See also chirans 157and195, Wis. adm. code.
sub.(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

(b) Any person who violates sufL) with intent to defraud is 342.10 Contents of certificate of title. (1) Eachcertifi-

guilty of a Class H felony cateof title issued by the department shall contain:
NOTE: Par. (b) is shown as amended eff. 2-1-03 BP01 Ws. Act 109 Prior (a) The name and address of the owner
t02-1-03 it eads: (b) The names of any secured parties in the order of pramity

(b) Any person who violates sub. (1) with intent to defraud may be fined not it p it B
more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not moe than 7 years and 6 months or both. shownon the appllcatlon oif the appllcatlon is based on another

History: 1993 a. 63.5, 6, 11: 1097 a. 2832001 a. 109 certificateof title, as shown on such certificate.
(bm) Notwithstanding s342.02 (2) if the applicant is named
342.07 Title for repaired salvage vehicle. (1) Applica- in a statewide support lien docket providedier s49.854 (2) (b)
tion for registration of and a new certificaiétitle for a repaired a notation stating “Per section 49.854 (2) of thisatnsin Stat
salvagevehicle must be accompanied by all of the following: utes, the state of lMtonsinhasa lien on this vehicle for unpaid

(@) The required fees. support.”

(b) A properly assigned salvage certificate of title or a properly (¢) The title number assigned to the vehicle.
assignectertificate of title by a dealer under3g2.16 (1) (afor (d) A description of the vehicle, including make and identifica
the vehicle. tion number except that if the vehicle was last registered in anoth

(c) Any other transfer document required by.law er jurisdiction the make anthodel contained in the certificate

(d) The certificate of inspection under s(). shallbe the make and model contained in thedesitficate of title

(2) A repaired salvage vehicle may not be registered or bellsssuedby the other jurisdiction.

sued a new certificate of title until an inspector authorized by ctgﬁ(dm) The mileagedisclosure statement required under s.

departmenexamines it for the following, as specified in rules-pra>~2-155 and any notations or qualifying statemeexplaining
mulgatedby the department: the odometer reading specified by the department by rule.

(a) To determine whether the vehidtethe same vehicle for _(€) Any other data which the department deems pertinent and
which the title submitted under sufi) was issued,; desirable. . . .
(b) To verify the source and ownership of the major parts a (2) (a) The certificateof title shall contain spaces for all of the

n
componentsised to recondition the vehicle; and following: )
(c) To determine whether the vehicleiiscompliance with 1. Assignment and warranty of title by the owner

safetyequipment requirements. 2. The mileage disclosure statement required B#2.155
(3) (a) The applicant shall payfee of $80 to the department 3. Reassignment and warranty of title by a dealer or whelesal
for the examination in sul2). er.

(b) If the examination is conducted by an inspector employed 4. Any information required by the department when a motor
by a city, village, town or county75% of the fee paid undpar ~ Vehicle is soldat a motor vehicle auction or motor vehicle salvage
(a) shall be credited to the appropriation undes395 (5)(ch)  Pool. - ) _ o
andthe city village, town or county employing the inspeciball (b) The certificate of title may contain spaces for application
be reimbursed this amount from that appropriation. for a certificate ofitle by a transferee and for the naming of a se

(4) If the vehicle passethe examination in sul§2), the in curedparty and the assignment or release of a security interest.
spectorshall provide the applicant wién inspection certificate  (3) Beforeissuing a new or duplicate certificate of title for
showingthat the vehicle satisfies the inspection standards. motorvehicle, the department shall permanently record any of the
History: 1975 c. 385421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 3491993 a. 16437, following information, if applicable, on such certificate:
198?;3%@9”66. See also chrans 149Wis. adm. code (a) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as-a taxi

' B ' cabor for public transportation.
342.08 Department to examine records. The department  (b) That the vehicle was previously licensed and used as a po
shallcheck the application for a certificate of title against the réce vehicle by a law enforcement agency

cordsof stolen vehicles in the department of justice: (c) That the vehicle was not manufactured in compliance with
(1) Beforeissuing a certificate of title for a vehicle lastpreall federal emission and safety standards applicable at the time of
viously registered in another jurisdiction. manufacturewhether or not the vehicle was subsequently modi
(2) Upon receipt of an app"cation for a certificate of t|t|ef|ed to m’(’?et such Standal‘ds, and that the vehicle is “non-USA
showinga transfer of ownership of a vehicle. standard”.
History: 1973 c. 1691977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1987 a. 349 (d) That the vehicle was a flood damaged vehicle.
Cross Refeence: See also cfirans 196Wis. adm. code. (e) That the vehicle was a manufacturers buyback vehicle.
342.09 When department to issue certificate and to () That the vehicle was previously a salvage vehicle.

whom; maintenance of records. (1) The department shall ~ (g) That the vehiclavas transferred to an insurer upon-pay
maintaina record of each applicatidor certificate of title re mentof an insurance claim. This paragraph does not apply-to sal
ceivedby it and, when satisfied as to its genuinenessegulari  vagevehicles.

ty and that the applicant &ntitled to the issuance of a certificate (h) That the vehicle was a hail-damaged vehicle. This para
of title, shall issue and deliver a certificate to the ovafi¢ghe ve  graphdoes not apply to a hail-damaged vehicle that was repaired
hicle. with any replacement part, as defined i632.38 (1) (e)
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(4) Unlessthe applicant fulfillshe requirements of 842.12 (b) The applicant has filed with the departmebbad in the
(3), a distinctive certificatef title shall be issued for a vehicle lasform prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant,
previouslyregistered in another jurisdiction the laws of which dandeither accompanied by the deposit of cash with the department
not require that secured parties be named on a certificate of tdlealso executed by a person authorized to conduct a surety busi
to perfect their security interests. The certificsttall contain the nessin this state. The bond shall be inaanount equal to one and
legend“This vehicle may be subject to an undisclosed sedurity one—halftimes the value of the vehicle as determined by the de
terest”and may contain any other information the department partmentand conditionedo indemnify any prior owner and-se
scribes. If no notice of a security interest in the vehicle is receivediredpartyand any subsequent purchaser of the vehicle or person
by the department within 4 months from the issuance of the di&quiringany security interest in it, and their respective succes
tinctive certificate of title, it shall, upon application and surrendesorsin interest, against any expense, loss or damage, including
of the distinctive certificate, issue a certificateité in ordinary reasonablattorney fees, by reason of the issuance of intfi-

form. cateof title for the vehicle or on account of any defect in or undis
(5) A certificate of title issued by the department is prima facféosedsecurity interest upon the right, tided interest of the ap
evidenceof the facts appearing on it. p_Ilcantln a_nd to the vehicle. Any such interested person has a
(6) A certificate of title may be issued by the departmeanin [1ght of action to recoveen the bond for any breach of its condi
automatedormat. tions, but the aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall
History: 1977 c. 25,1654 (7) (2)1977 c. 791987 a. 3491993 a. 63159,491;  hotexceed the amount of the bond. The bond, and any deposit
1997a. 27 191; 1999 a. 980, 186, 2001 a. 109 companyingit, shall be returned at the end of 5 years or prior

A certificate of title is not conclusive evidence of ownership. The purpose of stheretoif, apart from this section, a nondistinctive certificate of
g?F'f,;?,fgg“fg‘cév‘;;‘;ﬁﬂ'gqt&,V;f";‘;Cg;’g;gg'ﬁ,'?v\‘,’gg“%%*;'lpé7'§§}t'°“a' Exchange Bafife could then be issued for the vehicle, or if the vehicle is no lon
gerregistered in this sta#nd the currently valid certificate of title
342.11 Grounds for refusing issuance of certificate of is surrendered to the department, unless the department has been
title. The department shall refuse issuance of a certificate of tifletified of the pendency of an action to recover on the bond.
if any required fee has not been paid or for any of the following (4) (a) The district attorneghall notify the department when
reasons: he or she files a criminal complaint against a person who has been
(1) Thedepartment has reasonable grounds to believe thaarrestedor violating s.346.63 (1)or(2), 940.09 (1)or940.25and
(a) The person alleged to be the owner of the vehicle ithaot Who has 2 or morerior convictions, suspensions or revocations,
owner. ascounted under 843.307 (1) Except as provided under gaj,

(b) The application contains a false or fraudulent statemeri{)€ department may not issue a certificatéittef transferring own
(2) The applicant has failed to furnish any of the followin .ershipof the motor vehicle owned by the person and involved in
PP y 9"the violation upon receipt of a notice under this subseatiatii

(a) If applicable, the power of attorney required uridetUSC  he court assigned to hear the criminal complaint issues an order
1988or rules of the department. permitting the department to issue a certificate of title.

~(b) Unless exempted by rule of the department, the mileage(b) Except as providednder par(c), the department may not
disclosurefrom the most recent titled owner aoidall subsequent issyeq certificate of title transferring ownership of the motor ve

nontitledowners of the vehicle. _ hicle owned by a person and involved in the violation upon receipt
(c) Any other information or documents required by law or byf a notice of intent to revoke the persoaperating privilegen-
the department pursuant to authority of law ders.343.305 (9) (g)if the person has 3 or more prior convictions,

(3) Theapplicant is a motor vehicle dealer and is prohibitegslispensionsr revocationsas counted under 343.307 (1) until
from applying for a certificate of title under®12.16 (1) (apr(c). thecourt assigned to the hearing und&48.305 (9)ssues an er

(4) Exceptas provided in s&42.05 (5)and342.16 (1) (afor derpermitting the department to issue a certificate of title.
a certificate of title and registration for a vehicle owned by a non (c) 1. The department shall issue a certificate of title transfer
residentthe applicanis a nonresident and the issuance of a eertifing ownership of a motor vehicle that was subject to the restric
icateof title has not otherwise been authoripgdrule of the de  tionsunder par(a) or () if all of the following conditions are met:
partment. Any temporary operation permit or plate issued under a. Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title
s.341.09shall not be considered registrationtioé vehicle for purchased the motor vehicle in good faith and without knowledge

purposef this subsection. of the criminal complaint described in péa) or of the notice of
History: 1977 c. 26%.1654 (7) (a) 1993 a. 159 intent to revoke a persanobperating privilege under p#b).
342.12 Withholding certificate of title; bond. (1) No b. The certificate of titleo the motor vehicle does not contain

certificateof title shall bessued by the department until the-outth€notation stamped on the certificate of title by the clerk ef cir
standingevidence of ownership is surrendered todpartment. CUit court under s346.65 (6) (a) 2m. 3 _
(2) If the department is not satisfied as to the ownersttipeof | C: Theperson requesting the issuance of the certificate of title
vehicleor that there are no undisclosed security interests in it, fgS an afidavit with the department attesting that the conditions
departmentsubject to sub(3), shall either: undersubd.1. a.andb. are met. . o 3
(a) Withhold issuance of a certificate of title until the applicant d. The department has no valid reason for not issuing a-certifi
presentsdocuments reasonably fiofent to satisfy the depart cateof title other than the prohibitions under @) or (b).
mentas to the applicast'ownership of the vehicknd that there 2. Any person providing false dfdavit under subdl. c.
areno undisclosed security interests in it; or shallforfeit not more than $1,000.

it ; i ; History: 1973 c. 16s.6; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1991 a. 39277, 1993 a. 317
(4)(b) Issue a distinctive certificate tifle pursuant to 342.10 490, 1997 &, 109237 1999 a. 31100, 179, 185

(3) Notwithstandingsub.(2), the department may issue ahon342.13 Lost, stolen or mutilated certificates. (1) If a
distinctive certificate of titleif the applicant fulfills either of the certificateof title is lost, stolenmutilated or destroyed or becomes
following requirements: illegible, the owner or legal representative of tvener named in

(@) Theapplicant is a dealer licensed under2i8.0101to the certificate,as shown by the records of the department, shall
218.01630r218.11and is financially responsible as substantiatgoromptly make application foand may obtain a replacement
by the lastfinancial statement on file with the licensarfinance uponfurnishing information satisfactory to tllepartment. The
companylicensed under s4.38.090r 218.0101to 218.0163 a replacement certificate of title shall contain the legend “Thés is
bankorganized under the laws of this state, or a national bank teplacementertificate and may be subjectth@ rights of a person
catedin this state; or underthe original certificate”. If applicable under3l16.65 (6)
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thereplacement certificate of title shall include the notation “Per (c) If an owneltransfers his or her interest in a salvage vehicle,
section346.65 (6) of the \gconsin statutes, ownership of thishe owner shall at the time of the delivery of the vehielkecute
motor vehicle may not be transferred without prior capprov  an assignment and warranty of title to the transfeéngibe space
al”. providedtherefor on the certificate, and cause the certificate to be

(3) A person recovering an original certificate of title fomailedor delivered to the transferee.
which a replacement has been issued shall promptly surrdrer (d) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42)any person who holds-le
original certificate to the department. galtitle of a vehicle with one or more other persons,ratigrJune

History: 1975 c. 2971977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1991 a. 2391993 a. 475 1, 1997, transfer ownership of the vehicle under this subsection if
i legaltitle to the vehicle is held in the names of such persons in the
342.14 Fees. The department shall be paid the followfegs:  gjternative,including a vehicle held in a form designating the

(1) For filing an application for the first certificate of title, holderby the words “(name of one person) or (name of qiber
$8.50,by the owner of the vehicle. son)”.

(1r) Uponfiling an application under sufil) or (3), an enw (2) Exceptas provided in s342.16 the transferee shall,
ronmentalimpact fee of $9, by the person filing the applicatiorpromptly after delivery to him or her of the vehicle, execute the
All moneys collected under this subsection shall be credited to #pglicationfor a new certificate of titlin the space provided on
environmentalfund for environmental managemerithis sub  the certificate or as the department prescribes, and deliver or mail
sectiondoes not apply after December 31, 2003. the certificate and application to the department. A salvage ve

(2) Forthe original notatiorand subsequent release of eachicle purchaser shall comply with 342.065 (1) (a)

securityinterest noted upon a certificate of title, a sirffgkeof $4 (3) Exceptas provided in 842.16and adetween the parties,

by the owner of the vehicle. atransfer by amwner is not déctive until the provisions of this
(3) Fora certificate of title after a transf&8.50, by the owner sectionhave been complied with. An owner who has delivered
of the vehicle. possessiolf the vehicle to the transferee gmak complied with

(3m) Uponfiling an applicatiorunder sub(1) or (3), a sup the provisions of this section is not liable as owner for any-dam
plementattitle fee of $7.50 byhe owner of the vehicle, except thagges thereafter resulting from operation of the vehicle.
this fee shall be waived with respect toapplication under sub.  (4) (a) If the vehicle being transferrésl a motorcycle or an
(3) for transfer of a decedesiinterest in a vehicle to his or her-surautomobileregistered under 841.27or a motor home or a motor
viving spouse. The fee specified untiis subsection is in addi truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
tion to any other fee specified in this section. hasa grosswveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
(4) Foreach assignment of a security interest noted upon a cghich has a gross weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the
tificate of title, $1 by the assignee. ownershall remove the registration plates and retain and preserve
(5) Fora replacement certificate of title, $8, the owner of themfor use on any other vehicle of the same type and gross
the vehicle. weightwhich may subsequently be registered in his or her name.
(7) For processing applications for certificates of title which (b) If the vehicle being transferrésia vehicle registered under
havea special handling request for fast service, a fee to be est@t$41.26at a special fee and the new owner will not be entitled
lishedby rule which shall approximate the cost to the departmdftregister the vehicle at such fee, the transfshatl remove and
for providing this special handling servicegersons so request destroythe plates.
ing. (c) In all other cases the transferor sipalimit the plates to re
(8) Forthe reinstatement of a certificate of title previously sugnainattached to the vehicle being transferred, except that if the
pendedor revoked, $25, except that if the certificate of title angehicle has beerjunked the transferor shall remove and destroy
registrationof a vehicle are suspended or revoked as a result of the plates.
sameoccurrence, payment of the fee unsl&41.36 (1)shall ap (5) Any owner of a vehicle for which a certificate of title has
ply to the reinstatement of both the registratonl certificate of beenissued, who upon transfef the vehicle fails to execute and
title. The fee under this subsection is in addition to any other f@eliverthe assignment and warranty of title required by .

specifiedin this section. may be required to forfeit not more than $500.
History: 1975 c. 39297,422 1977 c. 2%s.1452 1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 4181979 ; ; ;
¢. 221 1981 c. 201983 a. 271087 a. 10; 1989 31137,(3)5(5’)1991 & 3091963 (5m) (a) Except as provided in pgb), any person who vio
a.159 1995 a. 271997 a. 271999 a. 980; 2001 a. 16 latessub(1) (bm)may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
Cross Refeence: See also chlrans 196Wis. adm. code. (b) Any person who violates su(i) (bm)with intent to de
fraud may be fined not more than $5,000.
SUBCHAPTERII (6) (a) Except as provided in342.16 any transferee of a ve
hicle who fails to make application for a new certificate of title im
TRANSEER OF TITLE mediatelyupon transfer tbim or her of a vehicle may be required

to forfeit not more than $200. A certificate is considered to have
beenapplied for when the application accompanied by the re

342.15 Transfer of interest in a vehicle. (1) (&) Ifan g iredfee has been delivered to the department or deposited in the

ownertransfers an interest in a vehicle, other than by the creatjpq; properly addressed with postage prepaid.
of a security interest, the owner shall comply with the require

mentsof s.342.155and, at the time of the delivery of the vehicle, , (P) Except as provided in342.16 any transferee ofeehicle
executean assignment and warranty of title to the transferee in $HB° With intent to defraud fails to make application for a new cer
icate of title immediately upon transfer to him or her afedicle

spaceprovided therefoon the certificate, and cause the certificat ay be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more

to be mailed odelivered o the transferee, except that if the V%Ean30 days or both. A certificate is considered to have been ap

hicle being transferred is a junk vehiale has been junked, the d for whenthe aoplication accompanied by the required fee
ownershall return the certificate to the department in accordarﬁf'ée pp p y g

with s.342 .34 asbeen delivered to thaepartment or deposited in the mail prop

(bm) No person may transfer a motor vehicle withdiatlos erly addressed with fpostarg]].elprepald. | . din thi
ing in writing to the transferewhether any of the information h(712 _/lAny ownerl a ahveh icle currently refglstere n tb's state
specifiedin s.342.10 (3)s applicable to the vehicleNo transferor Who fails to comply with theequirements of suli4) may be re
shallknowingly give a false statement to a transferee in makifi 'irsgrt‘_) I(;;flelt Q%Ilg;grce g‘f‘lgjlzggg-c 255,145 1654 (7) (1977
the disclosure. The department shall prescribe the manner,i ’123,”'203 418 447 1983 &, 126227 270,538 1985 a. 29202 332 1087 a.

which the written disclosure shall be made and retained. 349 1993 a. 63159 1995 a. 4211997 a. 271999 a. 980.
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342.155 Mileage disclosure requirements of  transfer - (3) Thelessor shall retain and make available for inspection
ors and transferees. (1) (a) Unless exempted by rule of theany mileage disclosure record requitede made by a lessee with
departmentno transferor may transfer ownership of a moter veéespecto a leased motor vehicle.
hicle without disclosing the vehicle'mileage in writing tdhe (4) If a lessor transfers ownership of a leased motor vehicle
transferee by specifying the odometer readifigne disclosure without obtaining possession of the vehicle from the lessee, the
shallstate either thahe reading is known to be actual mileage, agssormay, in making the mileage disclosure statement required
thatthe reading is not the actual mileage and should not be religiiiers.342.155 indicate on the certificate of title or on a supple
upon,or that thereading reflects the mileage in excess of the dmentalmileage disclosure statement approbgdhe department,
signedmechanical limit. the mileage disclosed by the lessee under this section uhkess
(b) The mileage disclosure statement requirader par(a) lessorhas reason to believe that fliessees mileage disclosure
shallbe made in the spaces provided on the certificate of titledgesnot reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle.
ona form or in an automated format authoribgche department.  (5) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules to do all offtie
Thetransferee shapirint his or her name on the mileage disclolowing:

surestatement, sign the statement and return a copy of the statez) Specify the information to be included in the lesseufe-
mentto the transferorExcept as authorized by rule of the deparygedisclosure to the lessor

ment,no person may sign a mileage disclosure statement as bo reb) Establish the manner in which and the pedétime for

thetransferor and transferee in the same transaction. which mileage disclosure records under this secsioall be re
(c) The department shall promulgate rules that do all dothe tainedand made available for inspection.

lowing: _ _ _ (6) (a) Except as provided in p#éib), any person who violates
1. Establish the form and manner of the mileage disclosutgis section may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

2. ldentify which vehicles are exempt from the mileage dis (b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud
closure requirements under this subsection. is guilty of a Class H felony

3. Prescribe the mileage disclosure requirements applicabl§OTE: Par. (b) is shown as amended eff. 2-1-03 BO1 Wis. Act 109 Prior

to leasing companies and their lessees. t02-1-03 it reads: _ o _
4. Establish . lati h . . (b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud may be fined
1. Establish requirementglating to the creation, retentionnot more than $5,000 or imprisoned fonot more than 7 years and 6 months or
andinspection of mileage disclosurecords of persons who-ac both.
quire or consign motor vehicles foesale or lease, including mo  History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109
tor vehicle salvage pools and auction dealers.

5. Establish the form content and format and procedures %}2'157 Motor vehicle salvage pools and auction ~ com-

any power of attorney disclosing a vehigienileage fopurposes Panies to maintain records. - For each motovehicle sold by
of this section. amotor vehicle salvage p_ooI or auction compahg motor ve
) ) . . . hicle salvage pool or auctiamompany shall establish and main

6. Identify and define terms relatingtiee mileage disclosure (4in 4 record of each sale, including the mileage disclosure of the
requirement. transferorunder s342.155 Thedepartment shall specify by rule

(2) No transferor may knowingly make a false statement, itheinformation that shall be included in such records and the man
cluding providing an odometer reading that isfeliént from the nerin which and the period diime for which the records shall be
actualreading on the odometén disclosing the vehicle’'mileage maintained.
to a transferee under this section. History: 1993 a. 159

(3) No transferee, nor any other person, may atiesise or
obliterateany information, inciuding the mileage disclosure,-cors42-16  Transfer to or from dealer . (1) (a) Exceptas pro
tainedon any mileage disclosure statement. videdin par (c), if a dealer acquires a new or used vehicle that is
(4) (a) Except as provided in péb), any person who violates not a salvage vehicle and holds it for resaleaaquires a salvage

this section may be required to forfeit not more than $1.000 vehicle that is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and hdids it
y q """ resaleor accepts a vehicfer sale on consignment, the dealer may

) . T r
(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defra‘i&tsubmit to the department the certificate of title or application
may be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not mofg; certificate of title naming the dealer as ownéthe vehicle.
than7 years and 6 months or both is guilty of Class H felony pon transferring the vehicle to anotiparsonthe dealer shall
1oy Par. () is shown as amended eff. 2-1-03 BPO1 Ws. Act 109 Prior jmmegiiately give the transferee on a form prescribed by the de
’ partmenta receipt for all title, registration, security interest and

(b) Any person who violates this section with intent to defraud may be fined . .
not more than $5,000 or imprisoned fonot more than 7 years and 6 months or  S@le€stax moneys paid to the dealer for transmittal to the depart

both. mentwhen required. The dealer shall promptly executeathe
History: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 27283 2001 a. 109 signmentand warranty of title, showing the name and address of
Cross Refeence: See also chilrans 154Wis. adm. code. thetransferee and of any secured party holding a security interest

. . createdor reserved at the time of the resalsale on consignment,

342.156 Transfers of leased motor vehicles. (1) Priorto i, the spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as the depart
transferringownership of any leased motwehicle, the lessor mentprescribes. \thin 7 businessiays following the sale or
shallnotify in writing the lessee of the vehicle that the lessee is kgynsfer the dealer shall mail or deliver the certificate or applica
quiredto provide the lessor with a written disclossmecifying ion for certificate to the department with the transferegplica
the leased vehicle’ mileage. The written notification shalkin tjon for a new certificate. A nonresident who purchases a motor
cludethe mileage disclosure requirements applicable to the lesgggiclefrom a dealer in this state may not, unless otherwise-autho
under49 CFR 580.7and rules of the department and the penaltigged by rule of the department, apply for a certificate of title is
for failure to comply with those requirements. suedfor the vehicle in this state unless the dealer deterrtiiaes

(2) Upon termination of the lease after writtettification a title is necessary to protect the interests of a secured péey
from the lessor under suffl), thelessee shall disclose the-ve dealeris responsible for determining whether a title and perfection
hicle’s mileage in writing to the lessolhemileage disclosure ve of security interest is required. The dealer is liable for any dam
cord under this section shall be signed by the lessee and incladesincurred by the department or any secured party for the deal
the information required undesub.(1) and rules of the depart er’s failure to perfect a security interest which the dehksd
ment. knowledgeof at the time of sale.
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(b) A dealer who assists a transferee in the registration of a uponrequest of thelepartment. The delivery of the certificate
hicle as provided in pafa) and s341.25 (3)shall not be liable for pursuanto the request of the department does retafhe rights
damage<aused by operation tfe vehicle at a weight in excessof the person surrendering the certificate, and the action of the de
of the manufacturés maximum gross weight rating. partmentin issuing a new certificate of title as provided herein is

(c) Exceptwhen all available spaces for a déstarwholesal notconclusive upon the rights of an owner or secured party named
er'sreassignment on a certificate of title have been completedrthe old certificate.
asotherwise authorized by rules of the department, a dealer or(4) (a) In all cases dhe transfer of a vehicle owned by a dece
wholesalewho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvagight, except under pab), ward, trustee or bankrupt, the depart
vehicleand holds it for resale, or acquiresalvage vehicle that ment shall accept as figfent evidence of the transfer of owner
is currently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale- or $ﬁipthe following:

ceptsa vehicle for sale on consignment may not apply for a eertifi . . .
cateof title naming the dealer or wholesaler as owner of the 1. Evidence satisfactory to tiiepartment of the issuance of

hicle. The rules may regulate the frequency of application b\ﬁée letters testamentary or other_letter§ authorizing the administra
dealeror wholesaler fotransfer of registration or credits for regis 10" Of an estate, letters of guardianship, or letters of trust, or of the
tration from a previously registered vehicle to another vehicle tH3PPOINtmenof the trustee in bankruptcy; _ _
the dealer or wholesaler intends to register in his or her own name.2. The title executed by thgersonal representative, guardian,

(d) Unless exempted byle of the department, a dealer o' trustee; and
wholesalemwho acquires a new or used vehicle that is not a salvage 3. The evidence concerning payment of sales or use taxes re
vehicleand holds it for resale or acquiresalvage vehicle cur quiredby s.77.61 (1)or evidence that the transfer is exempt from
rently titled as a salvage vehicle and holds it for resale shall makechtaxes.
applicationfor a Cert.iﬁcate of title naming th:.ma'er or wholesaler (b) 1. The department shall transfer the deceslémtirest in
asowner of the vehicle when all of the available spacesdi@ah anyvehicle to his or her surviving spousgon receipt of the title
er’s or wholesales reassignment on the certificate of title for sucByecutecby the surviving spouse and a statement by the spouse
vehiclehave been completed. which shall state:

(1g) No transferee who, for the purpose of resale, accepts a 5 The date of death of the decedent:
motor vehicle on consignment acquires ownership of a motor b Th imat | dd . ,t' fth —
vehicle may accept any mileage disclosuegjuired under s. - 1he approxmae_va uean gscnp lon of the ve '
342.1550r rules of the department if the mileage disclosure has €. That the spouse is personally liabletfur deceders’debts
beenaltered or is incomplete. andchapges to the extent of the value of the vehicle, subjest to

(1r) No motor vehicle dealer or motor vehicle salesperscﬁ’rr’g-ZE’
may transfer a motor vehicle withodtsclosing in writing to the 2. The transfer shall notfatt any liens upon the vehicle.
transfereewvhether any of thenformation specified in 842.10 3. Except as provided in subdl, this paragraph is limited to
(3) is applicable to the vehicle. No motor vehicle dealer or motap more than 5 vehicles titled in this state that are less than 20
vehicle salesperson manowingly give a false statement to ayearsold at the time of the transfer under this paragraph. There
transfereen making the disclosure. The department shall prgs no limit on transfer under this paragraph of vehicles titled in this
scribethe manner in which the written disclosure shalhisle  statethat are 20 or more years old at the timeafsfer under this

(2) Everydealer shall maintain f years a record in the form 4 The limit in subd3. does not apply if the surviving spouse
the department prescribes of every vehicle bought, solekor s nroceeding under 867.03 (1gand the total value of the dece
changedpr received for sale or exchange, which shall be Openc}Q?It'ssolely owned property in the state, including the vehicles
inspectionby a representative of the department or a peéiceof onsferredinder this paragraph, does not exceed $20,000.
during reasonable business hours. . . L . ) '

(3) Exceptas provided in sulg4), any dealer who fails to com (cr)] Uponcompllanﬁe"wnh this SLlj_bSﬁ_ctlon neither thgl_ser(n:retary
ply with this section may be required to forfeit not more than $2 aLtsfeer?)ﬁg?JréLnSQL?clgs ﬁ}egrcggzj;zg%% rt?ﬁgcs’gsc't?(')gy er

(4) (a) Exceptas provided in pa(b), any dealer who violates . . . .
: : (d) This subsection does not apply to transfer of interest in a
sub.(1r) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. vehicleunder s342.15 (1) (d)

(b) Any dealer who violates sufir) with intent todefraud ™ isiory: 1971 c. 16.82; 1973 c. 40243 1977 c. 205.1654 (7) (2) (c); 1977
may be fined not more than $5,000. €.273 1985 a. 1411991 a. 125239 1995 a. 338421 1997 a. 271999 a. 942001
History: 1973 c. 2181975 c. 121286, 351, 421; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (8)1977  a.102
c.273 418 1981 c. 150151, 391; 1985 a. 29202, 332 1987 a. 100343, 1989a.

31,1991 a 2391993 a. 63159 1999 2. 9 342.18 When department to issue a new certificate.

342.17 Involuntary transfers. (1) If the interest of an own (1) Thedepartment, upon receipt of a properly assigned eertifi
erin a vehicle passes to another other than by voluntary transféte _of title, with an application for a new certm(_:ate of title, the
thetransferee shall, exceas provided in sulf2), promptly mail requiredfee and any other transféocuments required by lawo
or deliver to the department the last certificate of title, if availablgUPportthe transfershall issue a new certificate of title in the
andthe documents required by the department to legdfiget Nameof the transferee as owner
suchtransferand an application forrzew certificate in the form  (2) The department, upon receipt of an applicat@ma new
the department prescribes. certificateof title by a transferee other than by voluntary transfer
(2) If the interest of the ownés terminated or the vehicle is with proof of the transferthe required fee and any other docu
sold under a security agreemedyt a secured party named in thementsrequired by lawshall issue a new certificate of title in the
certificateof title, the transferee shall promptly mail or delit@r nameof the transferee as owndf the transfer constituted a ter
the department the last certificate of title, an application for a newinationof the owne's interest or a sale under a security agree
certificatein theform the department prescribes, and a statemenéentby a secured party named in the certificatejer s342.17
madeby or on behalbf the secured party that the vehicle was rg2), the new certificate shall be issued free of the names and ad
possessednd that the interest of the owner was lawfully termdresse®f the secured party who terminated the owsiterest
natedor sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.andof all secured parties subordinate undé&4g..19to such se
(3) A person holding a certificate of title whose interest in theured party If the outstanding certificate of title i@t delivered
vehiclehas been extinguished ansferred other than by volun to it, the department shall make demand therefor from the holder
tary transfer shall mail or deliver the certificate to the departmesftsuch certificate.
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(3) Thedepartment shall retain for 5 years a record of eveB#2.195 Notification of person who has perfected se -
surrendered certificate of titlehe record to be maintained so asurity interest. Upon requesdf a person who has perfected a
to permit the tracing of title of the vehicle designated therein. securityinterest under 842.19 as shown by the records of the

(4) Undereach of the following circumstances qrilye de  departmentin a vehicle titled in this state, whenever the depart
partmentshallissue a certificate of title for a transferred vehiclgnentreceives information from another state that the vefiscle
without requiring registration of the vehicle: beingtitled in the other state and the information does not show

(a) Whenever application therefor accompanisdthe re that thesecurityinterest has been satisfied, the department shall
quiredfee is made by a finance company licensed undeggsg Notify the person. The persshall pay the department a $2 fee
or 218.0101to 218.0163 a bank aganized under the laws of this " _etach ?;’;;f'cﬂo{‘g'% 202
state,or a national bank located in this state, and the vehicle irgistory: a. 1551985 a.
questionis a used vehicle for whidhe department had issued 4520 Duties on creation of security interest. if an

certificateof title to the previous owner or a vehicle preVious'%wnercreates a security interest in a vehicle, unless the name and

registeredn anotherjur_lsdlf:tlon oris a recreatlopal vehicle. addresof the secured party alreaidycontained on the certificate
(b) Whenever applicatiotherefor accompanied by the-re g title for the vehicle:

quiredfee is made by any other person and the vehicjeéstion
is a vehiclefor which the department had issued a certificate 9fd
title to the previous owner or is a vehicle previously registeredérﬁ
anotheijurisdiction or is a recreational vehicle and the department

it?) ?ﬁéisggga:%?]t é??hzr\elgﬁgeoggg Rﬁagatr:npsef;?:ggrgetﬂg%wzﬂdress)f the secured partgnd cause the certificate, application
er and that he or she understatiégthe certificate of title merely dthe required fee to be delivered to the secured.party

is evidence obwnership of the vehicle and does not authorize op (2) Thesecured party shall immediately cause the certificate,
erationof the vehicle on the highways of this state. pplicationand the required fee to be maileddetivered to the

(c¢) Whenever application therefor accompanigdthe re department, . - . .
quiredfee is made by a dealer or wholesaler to comply with the (3) Uponreceipt of the certificate of title, application and the

(1) The owner shall immediatelgxecute, in the space pro
edtherefor on the certificate of title or @anseparate form or in
automatedormat prescribed by the department, an application
name the secured party on the certificate, shothiegame and

requirementsf s.342.16 (1) (d) requiredfee, the department shall issue to the owner a new certfi
History: 1973 c. 165.6; 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 2731989 a. 311993 catecontaining the name and addre$she new secured party
a.159 1999 a. 931, 186 Thedepartment shall deliver to such new secured party ahe to

registerof deeds of the counwyf the owne's residence, memo
342.19 Perfection of security interests. (1) Unlessex randa,in such form ashe department prescribes, evidencing the
ceptedby s.342.02 a security interest in a vehicle of a type fonotation of the security interest upon the certificate; and thereaf
which a certificate of title is required is not valid against creditoter, upon any assignment, terminatiorrelease of the security-in
of the owner or subsequdrdinsferees or secured parties of the véerest,additional memoranda evidencing such action.

hicle unless perfected as provided in this chapter (4) Theregisters of deeds may record, and maintain a file of,
(2) Exceptas provided irsub.(2m), a security interest is per all memoranda received from the department under(3ubSuch

fectedby the delivery to the department of the existing certificatecording,howevery is not required for perfection, releaseasr

of title, if any, an application for a certificate of title containing thesignmentof security interests, which shall béeetive uporcom

nameand address of the secured paaityd the required fee. It is pliancewith $5.342.19 (2)342.21and342.22 (1)and(2).

perfectedas of the later of the time of its deliverytbe time of ~ History: 1975 c. 2861977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1981 c. 201985 a. 202.37, 1993

the attachment of the security interest. a.301 1995 a. 3381997 a. 27

(2m) If a secured party whose name and address is contaiggglﬂ Assignment of security interest. (1) Except as

onthe certificate of title for a vehiclecquires a new or additional herwiseprovided in s409.308 (5)a securegharty may assign,
securityinterest inthe vehicle, such security interest is perfecte, solutelyor otherwise, the partysecurity interest in the vehicle
atthe time of its attachment u_nd§ﬂ9.9.203_ ) to a person other than the owner withodéeting the interest of

~ (3) An unperfected security interest is subordinate to thge owner or the validity of the security interest, but any person
rights of persons described in €19.317and409.323 without notice of the assignment is protected in dealing with the

(4) Therules of priority stated in 409.322 the other sections securedparty as the holder of the security interest and the secured

therein referred to, and subdh. of ch. 409shall,tothe extent ap partyremains liable for any obligations as a secured party until the
propriate,apply to conflicting security interesits a vehicle of a assignees named as secured party on the certificate.

type for which a cgrtificat.e of title iseqqirepl. A security interest  (2) Subjectto s.409.308 (5) the assignee may but need not,
perfectedunder this section is a security interest perfected othes perfectthe assignment, have the certificate of title endorsed or
wisethan by filing for purposes of subdhi. of ch. 409 issuedwith the assignee named as secured papiyn delivering
(5) Therules stated in subcNI of ch. 409governing the tothe department the certificate aauassignment by the secured
rights and duties oBecured parties and debtors and the requingarty named in the certificate in the form the department pre
mentsfor, and efiect of, disposition of a vehicle by a secured partgcribes.
upondefault shall, to the extent appropriate, govern the rights ofistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1991 a. 3162001 a. 10
securedarties and owners with respect to security interests in ve
hiclesperfected under this chapter 342.22 Release of security interest. (1) Within one
(6) If a vehicle issubject to a security interest when brougHfionthor within 10 days following written demary the debtor
into this state, 9109.316states the rules which apply to determin@fter there isno outstanding obligation and no commitment to
the validity and perfection of the security interest in this state. Makeadvancesincur obligations or otherwise give value, secured

History: 1973 c. 336.79, 1975 c. 286422 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (3)1999 a. DY the security interest in a vehicle under any secagtgement
179 2001 a. 10 betweenthe owner and the secured pathe secured parshall
b o o Sy inter. ‘ge”eﬂi%“bof Sﬁczg;y interests n WessW execute and deliver to the ownas the department prescribes, a
utthe creation of security interesssgoverned by ch. 409. Milwaukee Mack Sale: o ; :
v. First Wisconsin National Bang3 Ws. 2d 589287 N.W2d 708(1980). Yeleaseof the security interest in the form and manner prescribed
Registratiorof goods under commercial law is conceptually distinct from registr®y the department and a notice to the owner stating in no less than
tion of vehicles under vehicle registration laws. For a security interest perfectedlig—pointboldfacetype the ownes obligation under sulf2). If
anotherstate to become unperfected, the requireroEfregistration” in s. 409.103 ; : ;
(2) (b) requires both registration and issuance of a certificate of title. Dubéneral the secured party fa,lls '[.0 execute and deliver the release find notice
Motors Acceptance Corp. 2000 WI App 2(Z88 Wis. 2d 608618 N.W2d 266 of the ownels obligation as required by this subsection, the
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securedarty is liable to the owner for $2fd for any loss caused (2) Suspensiorr revocation of a certificate of title does not,
to the owner by the failure. in itself, afect the validity of a security interest noted on it.

(2) Theowner other than a dealer holding the vehicle for re (3) Whenthedepartment suspends or revokes a certificate of
sale,upon receipt of the release and notice of obligation shéitle, the owner or person in possession of it shall, immediately
promptly cause the certificate and release to be mailetblor-  uponreceiving notice of the suspension or revocation, maleor
eredto the department, which shall release the secured partiver the certificate to the department.
rights on the certificate and issue a new certificate. (4) Thedepartment may seize and impound any certificate of

(3) The department mayemove information pertaining to atitle which has been suspended or revoked.
securityinterest perfected under3#2.19from its computerized ~ History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) 1993 a. 159
recordswhen the following applicablperiod of time after the . . . .
original perfection has elapsed unless the security interest is 3+2-225 Cancellation of title or registration.  Thedepart

newedin the same manner as provided i842.19 (2)for perfee mentshall cancel a t'ltle_or reglsFratlon whenever. .
tion of a security interest: (1) A transfer of title is set aside by the court by order or-judg

ment;or

F ional vehicle, 2 . o
(a) For arecreational vehicle, 20 years (2) Fraudon the department is discovered by the department;

(b) For a truck tractoB years. or

(c) Forany other vehicle, 10 years. . (3) It is subsequently discovered that the issuangosses
(4) Removalof information pertaining to a securilyterest  sion of a title or registration is prohibited by law or that the odome
from the records of the department under §8pdoes not déct ter of a vehicle fowhich a certificate of title has been issued by
any security agreement between the owner of a vehicle and the department has been subjectethtopering and return of the
holderof security interest in the vehicle. certificate of title to the department isonsidered necessary to
History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 c. 217447,1985 a. 2021997 a. 271999 makea notation of that information on the certificate.
a.o. History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159

342.23 Secured party’s and owner 's duties. (1) A se 34226 Hearings and appeal. Any person aggrieved by an
curedparty named in a certificate of title shall, upon written react or omission of the department under this chapter is entitled,
questof the owner or of another secured party named on the cefifonrequest, to &earing and judicial review thereof in accord
icate,disclose anyertinent information as to the pagygecurity ancewith ch.227. Contested cases shall be hesand decided by
agreemenand the indebtedness secured by it. the division of hearings and appeals.

(2) (a) An owner sha” prompﬂy deliver the owr‘Ecer’[ifi_ History: 1977 c. 2%s.1454 1654 (7) (a;)1981 c. 34%.80 (2} 1993 a. 16
cateof title to any secured party who is named on it or who has a
security interest in the vehicle described in it urater other ap SUBCHAPTERIII
plicableprior law of this state, upon receipt of a notice from such
securedparty that the security interdstto be assigned, extended
or perfected.

(b) No secured party may take possession of any certifi(:ategg‘f2 30

title except as provided in p&a). Any person who violates this ; " LN LY .
: : owner” includes the lessee of a vehicle if the vehicle is registered,
paragraphmay be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. or required to be registered, by the lessee unde34h. 9

(3) Any secured party who fails to disclose information-pur @ . . .
- g) No person may remove, alter or obliteratdraention
suantto sub(1) shall be liable for any loss caused to owthere ally make it impossible to read, as required under(@)ban iden

by. ) ) - ) tification number This subsection doemt apply to the oblitera
(4) Any owner who fails to deliver theertificate of title to a tion of an identification number which occurs in the process of
secured party requesting it pursutmsub.(2) (a)shall be liable crushinga vehicle or vehicle part for scrap.
to such secured party for any loss caused to the secured parftyossReference: See also chirans 155Wis. adm. code.
therebyand may be required to forfeit not more than $200. (1m) Whenthe department is satisfied to the ownership of
History: 1971 c. 2781991 a. 3161993 a. 159 avehicle subject to registration whitlas not been numbered by
) ) ] the manufacturer or on which the original number has lveen
342.24 Method of perfecting exclusive.  Subject to s. moved,obliterated or alteredr on which the original casting has
409.311(4), the method provided in this chapter of perfecting angkenreplaced or on which a new identification number is required
giving notice of security interests subject to this chapter is exclynders.342.06 (1) (f) the department shall assign a new identifi
sive. Security interests subject to this chapter are hereby @ationnumber for each such vehicle.
emptedfrom the provisions of law which otherwise require er re (2) Exceptas provided in this subsection, an identification
late to the filing of instruments creatingy evidencing security numberassigned by the department to a vehatiall be perma
interests. nently affixed to a locatioron the vehicle that is readily visible
I\F/lllsttgxerﬁgl(t)allsv'vlorovisions relating to security do not apply to a mdioifae whenobserved from outside the vehicle, as specified by the de
thathas become afixF:ure. Geerv Comgmercial Crtgdit Corpl4%pF>éd 551(1971). partmentby rule. Identlflqatlon numbers assigned fo.r Cys“ea!l .
be stamped on the left side, near the top of the engine casting just
belowthe cylinder barrel. Such stamping da@ig shall be done
yaderthe supervision of a dealeistributor or manufacturer reg
isteredunder s341.51or under the supervision of a peadicef.
(@) The certificate of title was fraudulently procured, er{on%—gﬁ ?ﬁéfggf ?g pt)ﬁ;vasgr;%rtt?ﬁesnt? mping dbatig shall make ae-
ously issued or prohibited by law ) ) ) .
. . (2m) (a) Atraffic officer or person authorized to enforce nion
(b) The vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or destroygghyingtraffic violations may use reasonable means to gain access
(c) Atransfer of title is set aside by a court of record by ordgy a vehicle if that vehicle’identification number cannot be read
or judgment. asrequired under sulf2).
(d) The vehicles odometer has been subjected to tampering (b) Any person acting under péa) is immune from civil and
andreturn of the certificate of title to the departmerddasidered criminal liability for good faith actions taken withithe scope of
necessaryo make a notation @hat information on the certificate. that persons official duties.

ANTI-THEFT AND ANTI-FRAUD PROVISIONS

Identification numbers.  (1c) In this section,

342.25 Suspension or revocation of certificate.
(1) Thedepartment shall suspend or revoke a certificate of ti
if it finds any of the following:
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(3) (a) Any person who violates sufd.g) is guilty of a Class fraudulentlyor unlawfully obtained certificate of title or registra
H felony. tion, manufacturés document obrigin, instrument or other dec
NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended ef2-1-03 by2001 Ws. Act 109 Prior  umentthatis or may be used as evidence of ownership, the transfer

t0 2-1-03 it reads: _ _ of ownership or the mileage disclosure of a motor vehicle.
(a) Any person who violates sub. (1g) may be fined not methan $5,000 or .
imprisoned for not more than 7 years and 6 months or both. (2) Unlessauthorized by theepartment, no person may pos

(b) 1. Any owner of a vehicle for which the department h&gsssell, ofer for sale or supply any blank certificates of tite
issueda new identification number who fails to have sngmber registration manufacturers’ documents ofigin, instruments or
attached or stamped as requiredsbly.(2) may be required to fer Otherdocuments that may be used as evidence of ownesship
feit not more than $200. registrationof a motor vehicle.

2. Any owner of a vehicle fowhich the department has issued (3) Whoeverviolates sub(1) or(2) is guilty of a Class H felo
a new identification number who with intent to defraud fails t8Y: ) )
havesuch number attached stamped as required by s(®) may NOTE: Sub. (3) is shown as amended eff. 2-1-032901 Ws. Act 109 Prior

. . to 2-1-03 it reads:
be required to forfeit not more than $1,000. (3) Whoever violates sub. (1) or (2) may be fined not merthan $5,000 or

(4) (a) If alaw enforcement agency finds a vehicle or part @fiprisoned for not more than 7 years and 6 months, or both, for each violation.
avehicle on which the identification number has been removedsiistory: 1993 a. 1591997 a. 2832001 a. 109
alteredor obliterated or made impossible to read, the law enforce
mentagency may seize the vehicle or part of a vehitlhe iden  342.33 Sale of vehicle used as taxicab. No person shall
tification number cannot be identified, the seized vehicle er veell or exchange, authorize or direct the sale or exchange of, or of
hicle part is presumed to be contraband. Except@sded in par fer for sale or exchange any mot@hicle which the person knows
(d), if the identificationnumber can be identified, the agency mafiasbeen used as a taxicab or for public transportation utiiess
return the vehicle to the owneExcept as provided in péb), the certificateof title for such vehicle has been stamped by the depart
district attorney shallinstitute forfeiture proceedings under smentwith the words “This motor vehicle has previously been used
973.076regardingany vehicle or vehicle part that is seized undetsa taxicab or for public transportation” and unless such certifi
this paragraph and not returned to the owner cateof title is exhibited by the vendor to the vendee before the sale
(b) If the district attorney brings a criminattion arising out of such vehicle is consummatedny person who violates this
of the seizurainder par(a), the district attorney shall not institutesectionmay be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.
forfeiture proceedings under 873.076before there is a finale History: 1973 c. 2181977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)1977 ¢. 273
terminationin the criminal action.

(c) Paragrapka) does not apply to the obliteration of an identi3#2-34  Department to be notified of destruction or

fication number that occurs in the process of crushing a vehiclglgfking of vehicle. (1) Any person owning or possessing a
vehiclepart for scrap. junk vehicle shall, within 10 days after determining that the ve

(d) If the identification number of a motorcycle or part of a mohICIe is & junk vehicle do all of the following:

torcycleseized undepar (a) can be identified and if no forfeiture (&) Notify the department of the junk condition of the vehicle.
proceedings commenced under 873.076within 30 days after ~ (b) Return the certificate of title to the department.

the seizure of the propertghe custodian othe seized property  (c) If the vehicle is a motorcycle or an automobile registered
shallimmediately return the seized property to the owrsgned unders.341.270r a motor home or a motor truck, dual purpose
in the certificate of title or registration. If a motorcycle or part ghotorhome or dual purpose farm truck which has a gross weight
amotorcycle is not returned to the owner named in the certificgjenot more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck which rgress

of title or registration as required in thls_paragraph, and bWre  weight of not more than 12,000 pounds, the owner skatiove

er of the property commences a replevin action to recover possgg registration plates and retain and preserve them for use on any
sionof the propertyand if the judge finds that the custodiathef othervehicle of thesame type which may subsequently be regis
propertyunreasonably retained the property after 30 daysthéter teredin his or her name. If the vehicle is not a motorcycle or an
seizure the court shall award the owner the costs and reasonaki@omobileregistered undes.341.27 or a motor home or a motor

attHQl’tneyf?gfl ing%rlggsin tlgflg??e\g f‘ﬁ‘;ﬂcg‘)- (291985 a. 2021987 truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck which
Istory: C. C. C. . ) a. H

a.349 1991 a. 2331993 a. 92165 1997 a. 2733, 252,283 1999 a. 980, 186 2001 has_a grosswveight of not more than 8,000 pounds or a farm truck
a.109 which has a gross weight abt more than 12,000 pounds, he or

Thetime limits in s. 973.076 aieapplicable to forfeitures of vehicles seized undeshe shall remove and destroy the plates.
this section. Sub. (4) (b) controls. Staté=lliot, 203 Wis. 2d 95 551 N.W2d 850 . . . .
(Ct. App. 1996). (2) Any person owning or possessing a vehicle whiels

t_)eenjunkeo! or destroyesdhall, within 10 day_s after the destruc
342.31 Report of stolen or abandoned motor ~ vehicles.  tion or junking occurred do all of the following:
(1) Each sherifand police department in the state shall immedi (a) Notify the department of the destruction or junking.
ately report to the department of justice each motor vehicle re () Return the certificate of title to the department.

portedstolen or recovered within 'FS Jurisdiction. (c) Remove aneither retain or destroy the registration plates
(2) An owner of a garage or trailer park or of any type of stof the vehicle as provided in suft) (c).

ageor parking lot for motor vehicles shall report to the local law - . - . .
enforcementgency the make, motor number and serial or 'rden1t' r(g)vglh?cclgufg?gﬁehggtgfew?gnizésgfggsft?g? ejamk vehicle or

fication number ofany vehicle stored, parked or left in the oviser o ” o

garage park or lot for gperiod of more than 30 consecutive days . (3m) In determining whether a vehicle meets the definitibn

unlessarrangements have been madeHsyowner of the vehicle ajunk vehicle for purposes of this section 0842.15 (1) (a)the

for its continuous storage or parking or unless the owftbe ve ~departmenmay promulgate rules specifyitige conditions under

hicle is personally known to the owner of the garage, park or |¥¢hich a vehicle shall be considered incapable of operatiois@r

Any person who fails to subrstich report may be required to-for upona highway

feit not more than $25. (4) (a) Any person violating sul§l) or (2) may be required
History: 1971 c. 2781973 c. 1691991 a. 316 to forfeit not more than $200.

- . (b) Any person who with intent to defraud violates gapor

342.32 Counterfeiting and unlawful possession of cer - 42) may be required to forfeit not more than $1,000.

tificate of title. (1) No person may counterfeit, possess, sell, Of g1y 1971 ¢. 2781977 c. 2955.1455 1654 (7) (2) 1977 c. 129418 1983
fer for sale or supply a fged, fictitious, counterfeit, stolen ora. 126227, 270 538 1987 a. 3491993 a. 631997 a. 271999 a. 80
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342.40 Vehicle abandonment prohibited; removal;  Thenotice shall state that the failure of the owner or lienholders
disposal. (1c) In this section, “owner” includes the lessee of g exercise their rights to reclaim the vehicle under this section
vehicleif the vehicle is registered, or required to be registered, ballbe deemed a waiver of all right, title, and inteneshe ve
thelessee under cB41 hicle and a consent to the sale of tehicle. Each retained vehicle

(Im) No person shall leave unattended any motor vehiclegt reclaimed by its owner or lienholder may be sold. The munici
trailer, semitrailer or mobile home on any public highway or pripality or county may dispose of the vehicle by sedieldor aue
vate or public propertyfor such time and under such circumtion sale as provided by ordinance. At such sale the highest bid
stancesas to cause the vehicle to reasonably appear to have d@gr@ny such motor vehicle shall be accepted unless the same is
abandoned Except as otherwise provided in this sectishenev ~ deemedinadequate by a duly authorized municipal or county rep
erany vehicle has been left unattended without the permissiorregentativein which event all bids malye rejected. If all bids are
the property owner for more than 48 hours in cities of thelass rejected or no bid is received, the municipality or county may ei
and, in other cities, villages and towns, a period set by the govéherreadvertise the sale, adjouhe sale to a definite date, sell the
ing body thereof, the vehicle is deemed abandoned and constitii@tor vehicle at a private sale or junk the vehicle. Any interested
a public nuisance. A motor vehicle shall not be considered parsonmay ofer bids on each abandoned vehicle tcbid. If
abandonednotor vehicle when it isut of ordinary public view municipalor county ordinancedo not state the procedure to be
or when designated am®t abandoned by a duly authorized munidollowed in advertising or providingublic notice of the sale, a
ipal or county oficial pursuanto municipal or county ordinance. public notice shall be posted at théicé of the municipapolice

(2) Any vehicle inviolation of this section shall be impoundedl€partmenor the ofice of the county shefif The posting of the
until lawfully claimed or disposedf under sub(3) except that if Noticeat the police or shefis department shall be in the same
it is deemed by a duly authorized municipal or county represerf@fm as the certified maitotice sent to the owner or lienholders
tive that the cost ofowing and storage ctges for the impound of record. Uporsale of an abandoned vehicle, the municipality
mentwould exceed the value of the vehicle, the vehicle may Becounty shall supply the purchaser with a completed form de
junkedor sold by the municipality or county prior to expiration ofignedby the department enabling the purchaser to obtain a regu
theimpoundment period upon determination by the chigiotite  lar certificate of title for the vehicleThe purchaser shall have 10
or sherif havingjurisdiction that the vehicle is not stolen or otherdaysto remove the vehicle from the storage area, but shall pay a
wisewanted for evidence or othezason. All substantially com reasonable storage fee establishedheynunicipality or county
plete vehicles in excess of 19 model years of age shall be dispo¥geach day the vehicle remains in storage after the 2nd business
of in accordance with sul) (c). day subsequent to the sale datenTays after the sale, thar

oAl ; hasershall forfeit all interest in the vehicle and the vehicle shall
(3) Any municipality or county may enact ordinances goverry ! L
ing the removal and disposal of abandoned vehiclesexept € deemed to be abandoned and magdid again. Any listing

for abandoned vehicles that have been stolen, provide a forfeifgf¥€hicles to be sold by any municipality or county shall be made
in addition to providing for the recovery by the municipality of vailableto any interested person oganization which makes a
countyof the cost of impounding and disposing of the vehicle.""r:'tten r?quefst fﬁr f”Ch list.The municipality or county may

(&) Any municipal or university police fifer, police oficer chargea fee for the list. . .
appointed under 46.84(2), sherif’s deputy county trafic pa= . (€) Within 5 days after the sale or disposal of a vehicle as pro
trolman, state trafic officer or conservation warden who diseov Vided in this subsection or sut2), the municipalityor county
ersany motor vehicle, trailesemitrailey or mobile home oany shall advise the department of the sale or disposition on a form
public highway or private or public property which has been-abas'PPliedby the department.
donedshall cause the vehicle to be removed to a suitable place of4) () In this subsection, “state agency” tias meaning giv
impoundment.Upon removal of the vehicle thefiokr or warden enfor “agency” in $227.01 (1)
shallnotify the sherifor chief of police of the abandonment and (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this sectiostzde
of the location of the impounded vehicle. agencyresponsible for the landn which a vehicle is left unat

(b) The owner of any abandoned vehicle except a stolen ¥endedand a duly authorized representative of that agency may
hicle is responsible for the abandonment and all costs of impourderciseall of the powers and duties under this section of a munic
ing and disposing of the vehicle. Costs not recovered from the sphdity and a duly authorized municipal representative, subject to
of the vehicle may be recoverieda civil action by the municipali the following conditions:
ty against the owneftWhether or not the municipality recovers the 1. Whenever a vehicle héeen left unattended without the
costof towing and enforcement, the municipality shall be respopermissionof the state agendgr more than 72 hours, the vehicle
sibleto the towing service faequisitional towing service and rea is deemed abandoned and constitutes a public nuisance.

sonablechages for impoundment. 2. The state agency may promulgate rules governing the re
_ (c) Any vehicle which is deemed abandoned by a duly auth@oval and disposal of abandoned vehicles and, except for aban
rized municipal or county representatiged not disposed of tin  donedvehicles that have been stolen, providerteiture in addi

der sub(2) shall be retained in storag@ a minimum period of tjon to providing for the recovery by the state agency of the cost
10days after certified mail notice has been sent to the owner gfmpounding and disposing of the vehicle.

lienholdersof record to permit reclamation tifie vehicle after (c) This subsection applies to any vehicle deemed abandoned

paymentof accrued chges. Such notice shat forth the year petqre anyil 30, 1996, except that no forfeiture may be assessed
make,model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehi %ainstthe owner of such a vehicle.

the place where the vehicle king held, and shall inform the "0\ 1971 ¢, 1311973 c. 2131977 ¢. 25,1654 (7) (21977 c. 68203 447
ownerandany lienholders of their right to reclaim the vehicle19sga. 1341995 a. 2161997 a. 27
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