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CHAPTER 237
FOX RIVER NAVIGATIONAL SYSTEM AUTHORITY

237.01 Definitions. 237.09 Requirements for nonprofit corporations.
237.02 Creationand oganization of authority 237.10 Rapide Croche lock.

237.03 Duties of authority 237.11 Political activities.

237.04 Powers of authority 237.12 Liability limited.

237.05 Restrictions on authority 237.13 Exemption.

237.06 Lease. 237.14 Abandonment.

237.07 Management plan; financial statements. 237.15 Transitional provisions.

237.08 Sources of funding.

237.01 Definitions. In this chapter: ing the powers of the authorjtgotwithstanding the existence of
(1) “Authority” means the Fox River Navigational Systen@nyvacancyThe board otlirectors may take action upon a vote
Authority. of a m.ajorlty(.)f the members present, unless the bylaws of the

(2) “Board of directors” means the board of directors of th@uthorityrequire a lager number _ _ -
authority. (6) Theboard of directors shall appoint a chief executiffie

(3) “Fiscal year” means the period beginning on July 1 an%ﬁrWho shall not be a membef the board of directors and who
endingon the following June 30. shallserve at the pleasure of the board of directors. The authority

(4) “Lock” includes any spillway associated with the lock may delegate by resolution to one or more of its membeits or
" executivedirector any powers and duties that it considers proper

(5) “Navigational system” means locks, harbors, real proprig chief executive dicer shall receive such compensatiams
erty, structures, and facilities related to navigation that are locatg; ybe determined by theoard of directors. The chief executive
onor near the Fox Rivemcluding locks, harbors, real property oticer or other person designated by resolution of the board of
structuresand facilitiesthat were under the ownership or controfjirecyorsshallkeep a record of the proceedings of the authority
of the federal govlernment on Aprfll 1984. “Navigational sy anqshall be custodian of all books, documentsd papers filed
tem” does not include dams on the Fox River with the authoritythe minute book or journal of the authariyd

History: 2001 a. 16s.1337, 3128 2001 a. 104 its official seal. The chief executivefifer or other person may
causecopiesto be made of all minutes and other records and-docu
ngntsof the authority and may give certificatasder the dicial
sealof the authority to the &fct that such copies are true copies,

ndall persons dealing with the authority may rely upon such cer

icates.

History: 2001 a. 16

237.02 Creation and organization of authority.
(1) Thereis created a public body corporate and politic to
known as the'Fox River Navigational System Authority The
board of directors of the authority shall consist of the followin
members:

(@) Six members nominated by the goverramd with the
adviceand consent of the senate appointed, fqr 3-year terrn3237.03 Duties of authority. (1) GENERAL DUTIES. In add

(b) Thesecretary of natural resources, or his or her design@gn to all other duties imposed under this chapterauthority

(c) The secretary of transportation, or his or her designee.shalldo all of the following:

(gj) The director of the state historical socjety his or her (a) Adopt bylaws and policies and procedui@sthe regula
designee. tion of its afairs and the conduct of its business.

(Im) (a) Two of the 6 members appointed under gtp(a) (b) Contract for any legal services required for the authority
shall be residents of Brown Coungshall be residents of Outa (c) Establish thauthoritys annual budget and monitor the fis
gamieCounty and 2 shall be residents ofitilebago County management of the authority

(b) At least one of the 2 members appointed from each of the(d)
countiesspecified in par(a) shall be a resident of a cityillage,
or town in which is located a lock that is part of the navigation
system.

(2) A vacancy on the board of directors shall be filled in the,
samemanner as theriginal appointment to the board of directors o
for the remainder of the unexpired term, if any (2) DuTiESUPONLEASING. Uponentering into the lease under

. s.237.06 the authority shall rehabilitate, repaiplace, operate,

(3) A member of the board of directors may not be (:ompe%n maintain the navigational system
satedfor his or her services but shall be reimbursed for actual a gd ) '
necessaryexpenses, including travel expenses, incurred in the >PW: 2001a.16

performanceof his or her duties. . _ 237.04 Powers of authority. The authority shall have all the
(4) No cause of action of any nature may arise against and Qi@ ers necessary or convenient to catrythe purposes and pro

civil liability may be imposed upon a member of the bazrd \;sionsof this chapter In addition to all other powers granted by
directorsfor any act or omission in the performance of his or hgg;g chapterthe authority may:

powers and duties under this chaptaress the person asserting .
liability proves that the act or omission constitutes willful miscon (1) Incur debt, except as restricted undez3.05 (1)
duct. (2) Sue and be sued.

(5) Themembers ofhe board of directors shall annually elect (3) Hire employees, define their duties, and fix their rate of
a chairperson and may elect othdicefs as they consider appro cOmpensation.
priate. Five voting members dhe board of directors constitute (4) Havea seal and alter the seal at pleasure; have perpetual
aquorum for the purpose of conducting the busineseaertis existenceand maintain an &te.

Procure liability insurance covering itsfioérs and

ajnployeesand procure insurance against any loss in connection
ith its property and other assets.

(e) Make every reasonable@tft to contract with one or more

rporationgo provide the services specified undez37.09 (2)
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(5) Appointany technical or professional advisory committeeeplacementoperation, and maintenance of the navigational sys
that the authority finds necessary to assist the authority in exertésn and shall agree with any conditions attached to the funding.
ing its duties and powers. The authority shall define the duties of(2) Srate FunDING. From the appropriation under20.370
the committee, and provide reimbursement for the expenses of thg(cq) and before applying the percentages unde.82 (4) (b)
committee. 6., the department of natural resources shall set aside for the reha

(6) Enterinto contracts with 3rd parties as are necessary foilitation and repair of the navigational system $400,000 in each
therehabilitation, repajireplacement, operation, or maintenancfscal year to be matched by the moneys raised un@&7s09 (2)
of the navigational system. (b). The funding shall be set asideginning with the first fiscal

(7) Acquire, lease, subject to £37.05 (2) and dispose of yearbeginning after the submittal of the initial management plan
propertyas is necessary for the rehabi”ta’[ion’ repe'pﬂacement, submittedunder s237.07 (1)andsha” continue to be set aSI.de n
operation,or maintenance of the navigational system. eachof the next 6 consecutive fiscal years. From the furitiaty

(8) Accept gifts and other fundingor the rehabilitation, is set aside, the department shall release to the authorépdbr

/ : ; I fiscal year an amourgqual to the total amount raised by each cor
rsilg?elr'n:.eplacemem’ operation, or maintenaatthe navigational ol der $237.09 (2) (bfor which matching fundingas

(9) Chargeuser fees for services the authoptpvides to the not been previously released. .
operatorsof watercraft using the navigational system (3) OTHERFUNDING. The authority shall encourage and may
: acceptcontributions and funding for the rehabilitation, repair

(10) Cha}(rjge&‘ges for use of facilities of the navigatios§s  rgpjacementpperation, or maintenance of the navigationat sys
tem as provided in £16.845 tem. The authority shaklso accept funding raised by each cerpo
History: 2001 a. 16 rationunder s237.09 (2)

237.05 Restrictions on authority. (1) The authority may History: 2001 2. 16

notissue bonds. 237.09 Requirements for nonprofit corporations.

(2) Theauthority may not sublease all,any part of, the navi (1) Eachcorporation contracted with unde287.03 (1) (ephall
gationalsystem without the approval of the department of admihe a nonprofit corporatioas described in secti@®1 (c) (3) of the
istration. Internal Revenue Code that exempt from federal income tax

History: 2001 a. 16 undersection501 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code and shall be

basedn one or more of the counties in which the navigational sys

237.06 Lease. Upon transfer ofhe ownership of the naviga temis located.
tional system by the federal government to the state, the depart(2) Eachcorporation contracted with under287.03 (1) (e)
ment of administration on behalf of the state and the authorighalldo all of the following:
shallenter into a leasegreement under which the state shall lease (3) provide marketing and fund-raising services ftioe
the navigational system to the authority for nominal considegythority.
ation. The secretary aidministration shall determine the amount (b) Make every reasonablefet to raise $2,750,000 of local

of the rental payments. or private funding for the rehabilitation and repair of the naviga
History: 2001 a. 16 tional system.

237.07 Man ment plan: financial ments. (1 (c) Accept for investment moneys receivediy authority for
37.0 anagement plan; financial statements. (1) igghabilitationand repair under 837.08and invest the moneys at

a rate of return that the authority finds adequate to enable the

aplan that does all the following: . o . . -~
1. Addresses the costs of and funding for the rehabilitati authp_rltyto exercise its duties and powénsrehabilitating and
: g pairingthe navigational system.

{ieo[?]aallr,s;espzlglr;:](.ament, operation, and maintenance of the naviga (3) If the authority contracts with more than one corporation
2. Describes how thauthority will manage its funds to ensureiJ n?;;%ﬁ;'?;éll&(?g Il7c5)f0tk(1)%80rporatlons shall make théoetf
that sufiicient funding is available to abandon the navigationa?History. 2001 2. 16 R
systemif the operation of the navigational system is no longer fea ’ ’
sible. 237.10 Rapide Croche lock. (1) Upon entering intdhe
(b) The authority shall submit the plan under. gaywithin leaseunder s237.06 the authority shall maintain the sea lamprey
180days after the date on which the state and the autlemigy barrierat the Rapide Croche lock accordigspecifications of
into the lease agreement specified i837.06 the department of na@ural 'resources)liQer to prevent sea lam
(2) The authority shall update and resubmit the plan unddireysand other aqu.atlc nuisance species from moving upstream.
sub.(1) upon the request of the department of administration.  (2) If the authority decides to construct a means to transport
(3) (a) For each fiscal yeathe authority shall submit to the Watercraftaround the Rapide Croche lock, the authority shall
departmenbf administration an audited financial statement of tH&EVelopa plan for the construction that includes steps to be taken
funding received by the authority from thiepartment of natural [0 control sea lampreyand other aquatic nuisance species. The
resourcesinder s237.08 (2)andby the authority from contribu authority shall submit the plan to the department of natural

tions and other funding acceptedthg authority under £37.08 resourcesand may not implement the plan unless it has been
@3). approvedby the department.

(b) The financial statement under p@) shall include notes History: 2001 a. 16104

thatexplain in detail the specifources of funding contained in237.11 Political activities. (1) No employee of the author
thefinancial statement. ity may directly or indirectly solicit or receive subscriptians

(4) Foreach fiscal year in which moneys ardtoreleased to contributionsfor any partisan political party or any political pur
the authority by the department of naturasources under s. posewhile engaged in his or herfiofal duties as an employee.
237.08 each corporation specified in287.09shall submit to the No employee of the authority may engage in any form of political
authorityan audited financial statement of #a@ount raised by activity calculated to favor or improve the chances of any political
the corporation under 237.09 (2) (b¥or that fiscal year party or any person seeking or attempting to hold partisan political

History: 2001 a. 16 office while engaged in his or herfigial duties as an employee

or engage in any political activity while not engaged in his or her

237.08 Sources of funding. (1) FeperaL FUNDING. The official duties as an employee to such an extent that the person’
authorityshall accept feder&linding for the rehabilitation, repair efficiency during working hours wilbe impaired or that he or she
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will be tardy or absent from work. Any violation of this sectioRox River, will ensure safetyand will protect life, health, and
is adequate grounds for dismissal. property.

(2) If an employee of the authority declares an intention to rurtfistory: 2001 a. 16
for partisan political dfce, the employee shall be placed on

the duties and responsibilities of suctiics. _the authorityon the day after the date on which the state and the
(3) An employeeof the authority may be granted, by the chiehuthority enter into the lease agreement specifiedd8%06

executiveofficer, a leave of absence to participate in partisan () Transrers. (a) The chairperson of the Fox Riveanage

political campaigning. mentcommission and the chairperson of the board of directors of
(4) Personsn leave of absence under s{#t.or (3) shall not the authorityacting jointly shall identify all of the followinghat

be subject to the restrictions of sifth), except as thegpply to the will transfer from the commission to the authority:

solicitationof assistance, subscription, or support from atimer 1. Any assets and liabilities of the commission.
employeein the authority 2. Any tangible personal propertincluding records, of the
History: 2001 a. 16104 commission.

. . . 3. Any contracts enteradto by the commission, and any pol
237.12 Liability limited. (1) Neither the state nor any politi jjes and grocedures of the comr)rlﬂssion that will befecebn the

cal subdivision of the state nor anyfioér, employee, or agenf  q,y after the date on which the state and the authority enter into
the state or political subdivision who is acting within the scopgne|ease agreement specified i287.06
of employment or agency is liable for any debt, obligation, act, or 1) 5, the gay after the date on which the state and the author
omissionof the authority o _ ity enter into the lease agreemspeécified in s237.06 all of the
_ (2) All of the expenses incurred by the authority in exercisiR@sets Jiabilities, and personal property identified for transfer
its duties and powers under this chapter shall be payable only frgAgierpar (a) 1.and2. shall become the assets, liabilities, and per
fundsof the authority sonalproperty of the authority
History: 2001 a. 16 (c) On the day after the date which the state and the authority
. . N , enterinto the lease agreement specified iB3%.06 all the con
237.13 Exemption. (1) In this section, “lockstructure” tractsidentified under para) 3.shall remain in déct andthe
includesa spillway of a lock and excludes the canal body of a lociythority shall, beginning on that dagarry out any such contrac
(2) Any activity or workthat is performed on a lock structuretual obligations until modified or rescinded to the extent allowed
thatis partof the navigational system is exempt from any permiinderthe contract.
or other approval required under & or 31 (d) On the day after the date on which the state and the author
History: 2001 a. 16 ity enter into the lease agreement specified 28%.06 all poli-
ciesand procedures identified in péa) 3.shall become policies
237.14 Abandonment. If the authority determines the operaand procedures of the authority and shall remain factfuntil
tion of the navigational system is no longer feasible, the authorihyeir expiration date or until modified or rescinded by the adthor
shallsubmit a plan to the department of administration and to titg
departmenbf natural resources describing the steps the authority (e) In case of disagreement with respect to any matter specified
will take inabandoning the navigational system. The navigatiorialpars.(a) to (d), the secretary aidministration shall determine
systemmay not be abandoned unless both the departmentttod matter and shall developpdan for an orderly transfer of the
administrationand the department of natural resources determiitem subject to the disagreement.
thatthe plan for abandonment will preserve the public rights in thedistory: 2001 a. 16
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