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CHAPTER 173
ANIMALS; HUMANE OFFICERS

173.01 Definitions. 173.17 Records.

173.03 Appointmentof humane dfcer. 173.19 Animals considered unclaimed.

173.05 Certification required. 173.21 Holding animals for cause.

173.07 Powers and duties of humandicgrs. 173.22 Review of seizure or withholding.

173.09 Investigations. 173.23 Disposition of animals.

173.10 Investigation of cruelty complaints. 173.24 Reimbursement for expenses.

173.11 Abatement of violations. 173.25 Immunity for euthanizing animals.

173.12 Animal fighting; seizure. 173.27 Duties of the department.

173.13 Taking custody of animals. 173.40 Pet dealers, pet breeders, kennels, and animal shelters.

173.15 Provision of care, treatment or disposal services.

173.01 Definitions. In this chapter: (b) A person to whom pafa) applies is not required to cem

(1) “Department’means the department of agriculture, trad@letea course of training approved by the department if he or she
and consumer protection. takesanexamination given by the department and passes the ex

(2) “Law enforcement dicer” has the meaning given in s.2Minationon the first attempt. - o
165.85(2) (C) (3) The governing body of a political subdivision that-ap
(3) “Political subdivision” means a cityillage, town or pointsa humane diter who fails to obtain certification within the
county ! requiredtime shall terminate the appointment.

History: 1997 a. 192 glrsciggyﬁ(e%gé)gcz.: 18?3203 also chATCP 15 Wis. adm. code.

173.03 Appointment of humane officer . (1) APPOINT  173.07 Powers and duties of humane officers. (1) En-
MENT. The governing body of any political subdivision may ap-orcemenT. A humane dicer shall enforce €95.21, this chapter
pointone or more humanefers. The governing body of a pelit chs.174 and951 and ordinanceeelating to animals enacted by
ical subdivision shall report all appointments and terminatadns political subdivisions in which the humandiogr has jurisdiction
appointment®f humane difcers to the department. unders.173.03 (3)

(2) OrDINANCE. Before, or at the time of, appointing a humane (2) InvesTicaTion. A humane dicer shall investigate alleged
officer under sub(1), the governing body making the appeint violationsof statutes and ordinances relating to animals ardein
mentshall enact aordinance that designates one or mofieiafs  courseof the investigations, may execute inspection warnamts
of the political subdivision who may modify or withdrabate ders.66.0119
mentorders issuednder s173.11by humane dicers appointed  (3) Sgek susPoENAS. A humane dfcer may request the dis
by the political subdivision. trict attorney for the county to obtain subpoenas to compel testi

(3) JurispicTion. A humane dfcer appointed by a cifyil-  mony and obtain documents in aid of investigations.
lageor town shall carry out his or her duties within the boundaries (4) |ssuecitations. If authorized by the appointing political
of the city village or town. A humane fider appointed by a subdivision, a humane dicer shall issue citations under s.
countyshall carry out his or her duties throughout the cowtly  66.0113for violations of ordinances relating to animals.
er than within the boundaries of a city or village whose governing (4m) REQUESTPROSECUTIONS.A humane dicer mayrequest
body adopts a resolution withdrawing from county enforcemepd,; enforcement dicers and district attorneys to enforaed
of humane laws and transmits a copy of the resolution to the cecuteviolations of state law and may cooperate in those

county. secutions.
History: 1997 a. 192 3
Cross Refeence: See also CHATCP 15 Wis. adm. code. (5) ProHIBITED ACTIONS. Unless also a law enforcementi-of

cer,a humane diter may not in the course bfs or her duties do
173.05 Certification required. (1) (a) Any person ap anyof the following:
pointedas a humane fider under s173.03on or after December  (a) Execute a search warrant.
1, 1999, shall, before appointment or by the applicable deadline(b) Carry firearms.
establishedinder s173.27 (1) (b)complete a course of training  (¢) Stop or arrest persons.

approvedby the department, except as provided in {uor (c), : ; . .
andreceive certification under $73.27 (3) Wa(r?;nf’lﬁ?,ﬂgsriaéghdflrgdeta'” vehicles, exeepter an inspection

(b) A person to whom pafa) applieswho is a veterinarian-ii o) Enter any place or vehicle by force or without the consent
censedunder ch453is not required to complete a course of train¢ o ownerexcept in an emgency occasioned by fire or other

ing aptp))rot\r/]ed dby th? deptartngjent ifﬂr:} or she taltges an ?;](arpin? ffumstancen which that entry is reasonable and is necessary to
given by the department and passes examination on the NIrst g4yean animal from imminent death or a person from imminent

attempt. deathor injury.

_(c) A person to whom pa@) applies who is certified or other (1 Remove any animal from the custody of another person by
wise approved as a humandicér by another state is naquired

o f .
to complete a course of training approved by the department if r%ce

. : 6) CONFLICT OF INTEREST PROHIBITED. NoO humane dicer
or she takes an examination given by department and passes ( ; ; ! .
the examination on the first attempt. may sell or otherwise dispose of any animal that came into the hu

. . maneofficer’s custody in the course of his or her duties.
(2) (a) A person appointed as a humarfeeef before Decem  istory: 1997 a. 1922001 a. 30

ber1, 1999, shall complete a course of training approved by the

departmentexcept as provided in pgb), and shall receiveertr 173.09 Investigations. In the course of investigation of sus
fication under s173.27 (3)oy theapplicable deadline establishedpectedviolations of statutes mrdinances, a humaneioér may
unders.173.27 (1) (b) enterany building, vehicle, or place where animals may be present
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for the purpose of inspection, examination of animals, ogdltie  an officer under s968.20 (2) In any hearing under 868.20 (1)
ering of evidence. If the building, vehicler place to be entered the court shall determine if the animal is needed as evidence or
is not public,and consent of the owner or person in ghas not thereis reason to believe that the animal has participated in or been
obtained,entry shall be under authority of a special inspectidrainedfor fighting. If the court makes sucHiading, the animal
warrantissued under €6.0119or a search warrant. shall be retained in custody

History: 1997 a. 1922001 a. 30 (2) If the chages under £51.08aredismissed or if the owner

L . is found not guilty of a crime specified in%51.08 the animal

173.10 Investigation of cruelty complaints. A person shallbe returned to the owner unless he or she is subject® the
may apply for a search warrant unde©68.12if there is reason strictionsunder s951.08 (2m)
to believe that a violation of cl®51 has taken place or is taking (3) (a) If the owner is convicted under@51.08or is subject
place. If the court is satisfied that probable cause exists, it shalf the restrictions under 851.08 (2m)the animal shall be detiv
issuea search warrant directingaw enforcement diter in the ot the local humane fifer or county or municipaound. If
countyto proceed immediately to the location of the alleged violg, o eig ng Jocal humane fier or pound, the animal may be deliv
tion with a doctor of veterinary medicine, if the court determinggo 1 4 Jocal humane society or to another person designated by
thata veterinarian is necessary for purposes of the searctii-anghe .oyt If the animal is one year old or older or shows indication

rectingthe law enforcement fi¢er to search the place designate having participated ifighting, the animal shall be disposed of

in the warrant, retaining in his or her custody subject to the or N proper and humane manner

of the court such property or things as are specified in the warrant : . I
including any animal. If the person applying for the search war . ). If the animal is less than one year old and shows no indica
rant is a humane fiéer, the warrant shall direct that the humand©" of having participated in fightinghe animal shall be released
officer accompany the law enforcemefficer who is directed to © & Person othethan the owner or disposed of in a proper ard hu
fagnemanner If the animal is a dog, the release or disposal shall

performthe search. The warrant shall be executed and retur A
P ; : béin accordance with 473.23 (1m,)except that the fees under
to the court which issued the warrant in accordavitess.968.15 5.173.23 (1m) (a) 4are covered under $73.24

andg68.17 This section does notfett other powers andties History: 1981 c. 1601983 a. 951987 a. 2481987 a. 333s.54, 64; Stats. 1987

of law enforcement éiters. 5.951.165:1997 a. 1955.28, 29; Stats. 1997 s. 173.12.
History: 1973 c. 3141977 c. 4491987 a. 333.54; Stats. 1987 s. 951.16995

a.90,1997 a. 19.26, Stats. 1997 s. 173.10. 173.13 Taking custody of animals. (1) INTAKE. (a) A hu

maneofficer, on behalf of a political subdivision in which the hu

#73}]11 Abaé%mentlof violfations. nr(f%') 'SSLf’tAN(?EOF?.RD?.R' maneofficer has jurisdiction under $73.03(3), or a law enforce
ahumane dcer or law enforcemeraiicer ater INVestgalon \ant officer, on behalf of a political subdivision, may take

hasreasonable grounds to believe that a violation of a statute Qo qyof an animal if the humanefizer orlaw enforcement ef
ordinanceis occurring and the violation is causing or has the p

tentialto cause injury to an animal, the humarkcef or law en ficer has reasonable grounds to believe that the animal is one of

f . . Hnefollowing:

orcementofficer may issue and serve an order of abatement di 1 An abandoned " imal

rectedto named persons. Anfioial designated in an ordinance =+ N @bandoned or stray animal. _

unders.173.03 (2)may not participate in the decision to issue the 2. An unwanted animalelivered to the humanefiger or law

orderor in any activity leading to that decision. enforcemenbfficer. .
(1m) CONTENT OF ORDER. An abatement order issued under 3. A dog not tagged as required by £

sub.(1) shall contain all of the following: 4. An animal not licensed in compliance with any ordinance.
(@) The name and address of the person to whom directed. 5. An animal not confined agquired by a quarantine order
(b) The statute or ordinance alleged to be violated. under any statute, rule or ordinance relatmghe control of any

(c) A prohibition on further violations. animaldisease.

(d) A description of measuregecessary to correct the alleged 6. An a”'.”?a' the.lt has ca_lused_damage Fo persons or property
violation. 7. A participant in an animal fight intentionally instigated by

. . - ny person.
sutg?(z/? gﬁj&r;?tlon of the hearing and appeal provisions und®? 8. An animal mistreated in violation of 961
(2) HEARING. Any person named in @batement order issued ~ O- AN animal delivered by a veterinarian under £2p.
undersub.(1) may within the 10-day period following service of () A humane dicer shall accept into custody any animal de
the orderrequest a hearing before aficiél designated in an or livered by a law enforcementfider or delivered under a courtor
dinanceunder s173.03 (2) The hearing shall be held within 10d€r- _
daysafter the request is made, unless the requester agrees to a lat@) A person other tham humane diter or a law enforcement
date. The hearing shall be informal in nature. officer may not take an animal into custody on behalf of a political
(3) DEecisioN. Within 10 days after a hearing under s(@), subdivisionunless the animal is an abandoned or stray anithal.
the official who conducts the hearing shalfiah the ordey 2@Person other than a humanéaar or a law enforcementfafer
modify and afirm the order or withdraw the order takescustody of an abandoned or stray animal on behalf of a polit
(4) ApPEAL. Any person adverselyfatted bya decision un ical subdivision, he or she shall deliver the animal to a persen con

dersub.(3) may seeludicial review by commencing an action intractlngunder s173.15 (1)to a humane Gter or law enforce

circuit court within 30 days after the day that the decisidssised. Mentofficer for disposition under 4.73.23or to a pound.
History: 1997 a. 192 (2) DELIVERY OFANIMAL BY VETERINARIAN. (@) A humane of

ficer or law enforcement &i€er or a person contracting under s.

173.12 Animal fighting; seizure. (1) Any veterinarian 173.15(1) mayaccept an animal delivered by a veterinarian, or his
who has reason to believe that an animal has been in a fighpiher employee, if the animal has not bpiked up by its owner
violation of 5.951.08shall report the matter the local humane andall of the following apply:
officer or to a local law enforcement agenchhe report shall be 1. The veterinarian notified the owner of the animal by certi
in writing and shall include a description and the location of tHied mail, return receipt requestatat the animal was ready to be
animal,any injuries suiéred by the animal and the name and agickedup and that the animal would be delivered to a humdire of
dressof the owner or person in clygr of the animal, if known. cerif not picked up within 7 days.

(Im) If an animal has beeized because it is alleged that the 2. The veterinarianetained the animal for 7 days after the day
animal has been used in or constitutes evidence of any crime speavhich the return receipt was signed or until lstéer was re
ified in s.951.08 the animal may not be returned to the owner lyrnedto the veterinarian as undeliverable.
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3. The veterinarian certifies in writing to the humarficef  custody under s173.13 (1) (a) 3or 4. may not be treated as-un
or law enforcement diter that subdsl. and2. apply claimedif its owner files a petition undex. 173.22 (1)within 7
(b) If an animal is accepted under.jaJ, the veterinarian shall daysafter custody is taken.
provide the persoraccepting the animal with any requested re History: 1997 a. 192
cordsconcerning the animal'ownership, health or licensure.
(3) NoTiFicaTioN OFOWNER. (a) If a humane 6i€er or law en
forcementofficer takes custody of an animal with the knowledg
of the owneythe humane @iter or law enforcement biter shall o0 makes an otherwise adequate claim for the animal under s
explainthe procedure by which the owner can recover the anim 3.23(1  the foll q ds: .
including the procedure under173.22 and the procedure to be™" " (1) on any of the following groun s..
followed if the animal is not returned to the owner (a) There are reasonable grounds to believe that the owner has
(b) If a humane dicer orlaw enforcement @iter takes custo Mistreatedhe animal in violation of ct251 _
dy of an animal without the knowledge of the owrtee humane ~ (b) There are reasonable grounds to believe that the animal
officer or law enforcement fi€er shall promptly notify thewner ~Posesa significant threat to public health, safety or welfare.
in writing if he or she can be identified and located with reasonable(c) The animal may be usede#ddence in a pending prosecu
effort. The notice shall explain the procedure by which the owrigon.
canrecover the animal, including the procedure und&73.22 (d) A court has ordered the animal withheld for any reason.
andthe procedure to be followeéfithe animal is not returned to (2) EXAMINATION PERMITTED. If an animal is withheld under

theowner The notice shall also inforthe owner that the owner i A ;
g ’ - ) h sub.(1), upon request by the ownerveterinarian retained ltiye
mustnotify any person with a lien ahe animal that the animal ownt(ar)ma?/ exanqine thganimal. iy

hasbeen taken into custody (3) Costs. The owner of an animal withheld under sfil).is

(c) Ifthe owner informs the humandiogr or law enforcement .\ +liable for an £ re or treatment ex or
officer in writing that he or she will not claim the animal, it ma)(/icc)itec?g;cgu?t g/rgg?ts of custadgare or treatment except as-pro

be treated as an unclaimed animal undé&i78.23 (1m)
History: 1997 a. 1921999 a. 32

173.21 Holding animals for cause. (1) GrRounbps. A polit-
ical subdivision may withhold, or direct a person contracting un
ers.173.15 (1)to withhold, an animal in custodsom an owner

(4) ReTurN. A political subdivision or person contracting-un
der s.173.15 (1)having custodyf an animal withheld under sub.
173.15 Provision of care, treatment or disposal ser - (1) shall release the animal to the owner at the directitimediu-
vices. (1) ProVIDING SERVICES. A political subdivision may maneofficer or law enforcement ti€er that took custody of the
providefor the care, treatment or disposal of animals taken inaimalif the requirements of 473.23 (1) (aJo (c) are satisfied.
custodyby ahumane dfcer or law enforcement fi€er. A politi- History: 1997 a. 192
cal subdivision may provide these services directly or by contract ) ) . )
ing with any other person. A political subdivision may establish’3.22 Review of seizure or withholding. (1) PETITION.
standardees for the cargustody and treatment of animals in it# Person claiming that an animal that he or she owns was improp
custody. The political subdivision may establishfeint fees for erly taken into custody unders73.13(1) (a) 3,4.,5., 6. or8. or
animalsreleased to their owners and animals releaspérsons is wrongfully withheld under €.73.21 (1)may seek return of the
otherthan their owners. If the political subdivision does not esta@nimalby petitioning for an order from the circuit court for the
lish standard fees, it may clggrno more than thectual costs of countyin which the animal was taken into custody or in which it
care,custody ortreatment to any person required to pay for tHé held.
care,custody or treatment of an animal. (2) NoTice AND HEARING. The court shall provide notice of a

(2) CONTRACTFORSERVICES. Every person entering into a eon Petitionunder sub(1) to the humane &€er or law enforcement
tractwith a political subdivision under sufl) shall agree talo  Officer who took the animal into custody to the political subeli
all of the following: vision that withheld the animal and shall hold a hearing on the is

(a) Provide adequate care and treatment of all animals defiye°f whether the animal was improperly taken into custdy
ered under the contract. is wrongfully withheld.

(b) Maintain adequate records consistent witti7§.17 (3) OrDER. (a) If theanimal was taken into custody under s.

. : 173.13(1) (a)8. or is withheld under 4.73.21 (1) the court shall
vid(é:c)iinRslggjret g{d%lrspose of animals under78.23or as pre orderthe animal returned to tr@vner unless it determines that

History: 1997 a. 192 oneof the following conditions is satisfied: .
1. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the daser
173.17 Records. A humaneofficer or law enforcement if  mistreatedhe animal in violation of ct851
certaking custody of an animal on behalf of a political subdivision 2. There are reasonable groundsbelieve that the animal
shallmaintain, or require any person to whomahémnal is deliv  posesa significant threat to public health, safety or welfare.
ered under a contraonders.173.15 (1)o maintain, as appropri 3. The animal may be used as evidence in a pending prosecu
ate,recordsfor each animal containing the following informations;,,

(1) A physical description of the animal.

(2) Thedate that custody was taken of the animal, the date tha
theanimal was delivered into the possession of another person 8nthe ¢o.rt shall order the animal returned to its owner itdluet
theidentity of the person .to whom delivered. i determineghat the animal was tagged or was not required to be

(3) The reason for taking custody of the animal. taggedunder ch174

(4) Theultimate disposition of the animal, including the name (c) If the animal was taken into custody under78.13 (1) (a)
and address of any person into whose custody the animal was yltithe court shall order the animal returned to its owner ioluet

matelyreleased. determineghat the animal was licensed or was not required to be
History: 1997 a. 192 licersed

173.19 Animals considered unclaimed. A political sub (d) If the animal was taken into custody undet3.13 (1) (a)
division or person contracting underl¥/3.15 (1)may treat any 5. the court shall order the animal returned to its owner i diuet
animaltaken into custody unders73.13 (1) (a) 13.,4.0r9.as determineghat the animal was not subject to a quarantine order
anunclaimed animal subject to173.23 (Im)f, within 7 days af  or was confined as required by a quarantine order

ter custody is taken of the animal, it is not claimed by and returned(e) If the animal was taken into custody under7®.13 (1) (a)

to its owner under €.73.23 (1) except that an animal taken into6., the court shall order the animal returned to its owner i€ tuet

4. A court has ordered the animal withheld for any reason.
) If the animal was taken into custody under73.13 (1) (a)
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determineghat the animatlid not cause damage to persons or (e) The courshall issue its order after hearing and may grant,
property. modify and grant or deny the petitioned—for relief, after consider
History: 1997 a. 192 ing the interests of the animal, the owner of the animal, the-politi

. . . cal subdivision and the public.
173.23 Disposition of animals. (1) CLAIM AND RETURN. UbdvISI PUbH

; : e P 4) INJUREDOR DANGEROUSANIMALS. A political subdivision
Exceptasprovided in sub(4) or s.173.21 (1) a political subdivi ( ;
sionor person contracting under.3.15 (L)shallreturn an ani " Person contracting under’/3.15 (1who has custody @in
mal described in s173.13 (1) (a) 13. 4., 6., 8. 0r 9. to its owner animal may havethe animal euthanized if there are reasonable

uponthe happening of all of the following: groundsto beligve that any of the.fc.)llowing apply:

(a) The owner claims thanimal and provides reasonable-evi , (8) The animal is hopelessly injured beyond any reasonable
denceof ownership. chanceof recovery o _

(b) If licensure is required by statuteandinance, the animal __(P) The animal poses an imminehteat to public health or
is licensed or assurance of licensure by prepayment is given. Safety.

(c) If vaccination is required by statute or ordinance, the ani_(C) The animal poses an imminent threat tottealth or safety
mal is vaccinatecbr assurance of vaccination by prepayment & itself or its custodian.

given. (5) ANIMAL NOT CONFINED AS REQUIRED BY QUARANTINE OR-
(d) All chages for custodycare, vaccination and treatment ar€ER. (&) A political subdivisioror person contracting under s.
paid. 173.15(1) that has custody of an animal that was not confined as

(1m) UNCLAIMED ANIMALS. A political subdivision or a per requiredby a quarantine order issued under any statute, rule or or

soncontracting under €73.15 (1)that has custody of an animaldinancerelatingto the control of any animal disease shall confine
consideredinclaimed under subb) (c)or (6) or 5.173.13 (3) (c) theanimal forthe duration of the quarantine or shall euthanize the
or 173.190r an unwanted animal may do any of the following:f"‘”('jm""l""'t_h tge(h\;vrlg_en per31|55|?]n c()jf the_owmf'-,\rhcﬂrthe animal
(a) Release the animad any person other than the owner if alﬁ e ghe;glr?tien et ored e|rsease » atthe direction of the person issuing
of the following apply: L . .
: ; (b) Unless the person issuing the quarantine order directs that

L The person provnd_es his or her name a_nd address. . theanimal be euthanized because it is diseaatetie end of the
_ 2. Iflicensure is required by statute or ordinance, the an'”’lﬁfarantinqoeriod the political subdivision or person contracting
is licensed or assurance of licensure is given by evidengeeof \;nqers 173.15(1) shall return the animal to its owner if the owner
payment. ) , complieswith sub.(1) (a)to (d) no later than the 7th day after the

3. If vaccination is required by statute or ordinance, the agay on which the political subdivision or person contractinger
malis vaccinated or assurance of vaccination is giveevience s 173.15 (1)demands that the owner claim the animal and pay for
of prepayment. _ N o its custody care and treatment.

4. Any chages imposed by the political subdivision or person () |f an owner does not comply with sui) (a)to (d) within
contractingunder s173.15 (1)for custody care, vaccination and he time providedin par (b), the animal is considered an-un
treatmentare paid or waived. . _ claimedanimal under sul{lm).

(b) If the animal is not a dog or cat, sell tr&imal at public 4y Before euthanizing an animal that is in custody because it
auction,including sale at a licensed animal market. was not confined asequired by a quarantine ordéne person

(c) Euthanize the animal. with custody of the animal shall notify the person who issued the
(d) If the animal is a&tray or abandoned dog, release the dagder. If the person who issued the order determines that testing
under s174.13 of specimenss necessary to determine the disease status of the

(1s) ProcEEDSOFSALE. If the owner of an animal sold underanimal,the person with custody shall collect the specimens.
sub.(1m) (b)files a claim and provides proof of ownership within  (6) NoncomPLIANCEBY OWNER. If an owneris ordered under
30days after the sale, the sale proceeds, less the cost of custagty,(3) to pay or post bondor the payment of, costs of custody
care, treatment and sale, shall be returned to the owner careor treatment of an animal, and refuses to do so upon demand,

(2) ANIMALS NOTRETURNEDTOOWNER. If an animal in the cus theanimal shall be treated as an unclaimed animal subject to sub.
tody of a political subdivision, other tham animal to which sub. (1m).

(1m) applies, is not returned theowner under sulgl) or (5) (b) History: 1997 a. 1922001 a. 56

ors.173.12 (2)173.21 (4)or173.22or disposed ofinder su4) 17324 Reimbursement for expenses. (1) A court shall
or(5) (a)ors.173.12 (3)it shall be disposed of under a court ordelccacehe expenses under this S(fction in ar(ly)case in wihizh
undersub.(3) or .951.18 (4) o B hasbeen a search authorized unddi78.100r in which an animal

(3) CourToRDER. (a) A political subdivision may petition the hasheen seized because it is alleged that the animal has been used

circuit court for an order doing any of the following with respegh or constitutes evidence of any crime undero&i.
to ananimal taken into custody by a law enforcemefiterf or a (2) Expenses covered under this section include:

humaneofficer or withheld under 473.21 (1) (a) Investigative expenses of any search undef3.100r any

1. Providing for payment for the custodyre or treatmentf  sejzureunder this chapter
theanimal. ) (b) Any fees of a doctor of veterinary medicine.

2. Requiring the owner of themimal to post bond for the costs  (¢) Expenses of taking any animal into custody under this
of custody care ortreatment of the animal pending the outcomgnapterjncluding expenses reasonably incident to taking the ani
of any other proceeding. malinto custody

3. Authorizing the sale, destruction or other disposal of the (d) Expenses of keeping or disposing of any animal taken into
animal. custody.

(b) The petition shall set forth the basis for the petitioned—for (3) If the person allegetb have violated ch951 is found
relief. guilty of the violationthe person shall be assessed the expenses

(c) The political subdivision shall serve a capfithe petition, undersubs(1) and(2). If the person is not found guilthe county
in the manner provided in801.11 upon the owner of the animal,treasurershall pay the expenses from the general fund of the
if known. county.
~ (d) The court shall conduct a hearing on the petition. The P%’S?&‘?’féz&%@é{ﬁﬂé’? 295 1987 a. 33%5.54, 64; Stars. 1987 s. 951.17;
tioner and any person upon whom a copy of the petition wa

3 court may only assessasonable expenses for maintenance of seized animals.
servedmay appear as a party Statev. Berndt,161 Wis. 2d 1.6, 467 N.W2d 205(Ct. App. 1991).
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173.25 Immunity for euthanizing animals. A political (f) “Nonprofit associationineans an incorporated or unincor
subdivision,a person contracting underl¥3.15 (1) a humane poratedorganization consisting of 3 or more members joined by
officer or a law enforcement fifer who has reasonable groundsnutual consent for a common, nonprofit purpose.
to believe that s173.23 (1m) (c)(4) or(5) or a court ordeissued  (fm) “Pet breeder” means a person who sells farsfto sell
unders.173.23 (3)authorize an animal to be euthanized is Rot latleast 25 dogs or cats farsale as pets in a yeakcept that “pet
ablefor damages for the loss of the animal resulting from euthgreeder”does not include a pet dealer
nlﬁ[ntg thelga;glm?é.z (0) “Pet dealer” means a person who sells, farstto sell at
Istory: a retail, exchangesor offers for adoption at least 25 mammals;-oth
173.27 Duties of the department. The department shalb ~ er than livestock, as pets in a year
all of the following: (2) LicENSEREQUIRED. (@) Except as provided in pér), no
(1) RuLEs. () Adopt, by rule, standards for the training anBersonmay operate an animal shelter or kerwighout a license
certificationof humane dicers to ensure thaiumane dfcers are from the department. A person shall obtain a license under this
atleast minimally qualified to perform the duties of a humafie of Paragraptfor each separate location at whttle person operates
cer. The standards shall provide for traininéeadd by the depart @nanimal shelter or kennel.

mentor by others. (b) Except as provided in p&c), no person may act as a pet
(b) Adopt, by rule, deadlines by which humanticefs must dealeror petbreeder without a license from the department. A
obtaincertification. personshall obtain a license under this paragraph for each sepa

(2) TrRAINING. Offer trainingcourses for humanefafers or atelocation at which the person conducts business as a pet dealer

approvetraining courses tdred by others, or both. The departOF Pt breeder _ o . .
mentmay chage a fee sfiicient to recover theosts of training ~ (€) The department may issue an interim permitabétorizes
coursesghat it provides. a person to operate an aningélelter or kennel or to act as a pet

(3) CerTIFICATION. Examine, as necessasnd certifyhu-  dealeror pet breeder until the department makes the initial inspec

maneofficers as qualified. The department may geaa feegs  tion required under sulg4) (a) .
tablishedby rule, suficient to recover the costs of certification.  (d) Licenses issued under paie) and(b) expire onOctober

(4) REGISTRYOFHUMANE OFFICERS. Maintain and keep current 31 of each even—numbered year

aregistry of all persons serving as humarfecefs for political (e) Alicense issued under pga) or (b) is not transferable.

subdivisions. (3) LicensE FEes. The department shall promulgateles
History: 1997 a. 192 specifyingfees that must be paid by applicants for licenses under
Cross Refeence: See also CATCP 15 Wis. adm. code. sub.(2). A fee paid under this subsection is not refundable if the

173.40 Pet dealers, pet breeders, kennels, and animal departmentienies the license. _

shelters. (1) DerNITIONS. In this section: (4) InsPECTIONS. (@) The department shall inspect each-loca

(a) “Adequate food” means wholesome food that is accessil?%“ for which a person is required étain a license under sub.
to ananimal, is appropriate for the type of animal, and ificsefit (2 before issuing the initial license and at lezrste during each
in amount to maintain the animal in good health. bienniallicensing period after the initial license period.

(b) “Adequate water” means potable water that is accessibje(P) In addition to the inspections required under (@ the

to an animal and is sfiient in amount to maintain the animal indépartmenmay enter and inspeatfacility for which a person is
goodhealth. requiredto obtain a license under siB) at any reasonable time.

(c) “Animal shelter” means any of the following: (5) RuLEs. The department may promulgate rules that specify

1. A facility that is used to impoundr harbor at least 25 2nY of the following: _ -
seized stray abandoned, or unwanted dogs, cats, or other animals@) Minimum standards for animal shelterd kennel facilities
in a year and that is operated by this state, a political subdivisigAdfacilities at which pet dealers and pet breeders operate.
or a veterinarian licensed under di53 (b) Minimum requirements for humane care to be provided by
2. A facility that is operated for the purpose of providing fopersonsequired to obtain licenses under s(&).
andpromoting the welfare, protection, and humane treatment of (c) Requirements relating to the transportation of animals by
animals that is used to shelter at least 25 animals in agedrthat persons required to obtain licenses under &)b.
is operated by a humane socjedn animal welfare societgr a (d) Grounds for revocation of licenses issued under(&b.

nonprofitassociation. N _ (e) Grounds for the department to issue orders prohibiting a
(d) “Humane care” includes the provisiohadequate heating, personrequired to be licensed under this section from seting
cooling, ventilation, sanitation, shelteandmedical care consis movingan animal.

tentwith the normal requirements of an anirsaize, species, and (f) Minimum ages for the sale of animals by persons required
breed,adequate food, and adequate water to be licensed under suf?).

(e) “Kennel” means a facility where dogs or cats are kept for (g) Reinspection fees to be chad when an inspection by the

24 hours or more for boarding, training, or similar purposes f 55 tmentunder this section reveals conditions that require
compensation, except that “kennel” does not include any of rectionand reinspection

following: . . .
. (h) Requirements for record keeping by persons required to be
1. An animal shelter licensedunder sub(2).

2. Afacility owned or operated by a veterinarian licensed un () Requirementeelating to space and opportunity for exercise

derch.453where animals are boarded only in conjunction W'LH) be provided to animals by persarguired to be licensed under
the provision of veterinary care. sub.(2

o " . .(2).
(em) “Livestock” means cattle, horses, swine, sheep, goatSNoTE: This section is ceated eff. 2-1-04 bp001 Wis. Act 16
deer,llamas, and related species, including game species. History: 2001 a. 16
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