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CHAPTER 990
CONSTRUCTION OF STATUTES

990.001 Constructiorof laws; rules far 990.04 Actions pending not defeated by repeal of statute.
990.01 Construction of laws; words and phrases. 990.06 Repeal or change of law limiting time for bringing actions.
990.02 Construing statutes of 1898. 990.07 Evidence.

990.03 Effect of repeals. 990.08 Citation of supreme court rules.

990.001 Construction of laws; rules for . In construing (b) When a decimal-numbered statute of this state contains a
Wisconsinlaws the following ruleshall be observed unless eonreferenceto another decimal-numbered statute of this state, the
structionin accordance with a rule would produce a resathn  referenceis to the current text of the statute referenced, and

sistentwith the manifest intent of the legislature: includesany change that has been inserted into and any interpreta
(1) SNGULAR AND PLURAL. The singular includes the plural,tion or construction that has been adoptétti respect to the refer
andthe plural includes the singular encedstatute since the reference was firgtorporated into the

b%atute,whether or not the referenced statute is a general, specific,
Substantiveor procedural statute. Whendacimal-numbered
ﬁéatuterefers to another decimal-numbered statute in a specific

(2) Genper. Words importing one gender extend and may
appliedto any gender Any person whday statute, rule or ori
nanceis designated a chairman, alderman or other similar ti " -
may use another equivalent title such as, in the obaechairman, prior edition of the Visconsin statutes, theeference does not

“chair”, “chairperson”, “chairwoman” or other such appropriatEdUdeSUbsequem changes to the statute re_ferenced.
title. (6) STATUTE TITLES AND HISTORY NOTES. The titles to subchap

(3) TensEs. The present tense afverb includes the future t?r?, tsectlcanﬁ3 tsubsecttlons, par?gra?h?tﬁnd tSLtJbtdIVISIonS of the
whenapplicable. Théuture perfect tense includes past and futyrgarutesand nistory notes are not part ot the statutes. .
tenses. (7) CONSTRUCTIONOF REVISED STATUTES. A revised statute is
to be understood in the same sense as the original uhkess
changein language indicates a fiifent meaning solearly as to
eclude judicial construction. If the revision bill contains a note
hich saysthat the meaning of the statute to which the note relates

(4) TiME, How coMPUTED. (a) The time within which an act
is to be done or proceeding had or taken shall be computed
excludingthe first day andéhcluding the last; and when any sucr\Pﬁ
time is expressed ihours the whole of Sunday and of any leg Iy e ;
holiday, from midnight to midnight, shall be excluded. 1\,2%5(;‘:}”96" by the revision, the nisténdicative of the legisia

(b) If the last day within which an act is to be done or proceed ®) JOIl;lTAUTHORITY HOW EXERCISED. All words .

. . g . purporting to
ing had or taken falls on a Sundaylegal holiday the act may begive a joint authority to 3 or more publicfwers or other persons

doneor the proceeding had. or. take.n on the next .sec.ular day shallbe construed as giving such authority to a majority of such
(c) When the last day within which a proceeding is to be ha#icers or other persons.

or taken or an act done, which consists of any payment to or th : . .
serviceupon or the filing with any éter, agent, agencylepart nuerf&)ro?%%ﬁg'eré g)L(Jg(rjubmy?;\;qva ublic body is a majority of the
ment or divisiorof the state or of any countsity, village, town, (9) AcTs By AGENTS. If a statute requires an aot be done

schooldistrict or other subdivision of the state, of any money | } c )
return,statement, report, notice or other document, falls on-a Séﬂmh maylegally be done by an agent, such requirement includes
all such acts when done by an authorized agent.

urdayand the duly establishedfiofal office hours of such &iter, A )
agent,agencydepartment or division to which suphyment is to _(1_0) LIABILITY OF SURETIES. If an oficer is liable on his or her
be made or upon which such service is to be made or with whigfiicial bond for any act, the sureties on thécef’s bond are also
such return, statement, report, notice other document is liable.
requiredto be filed, do not include anyfafe hours thereof on (11) SeveraBiLITY. The provisions of the statutes are sever
suchSaturdaysaid proceeding may be had or taken or sth able. Theprovisions of any session law are severable. If any pro
may be done on the next succeeding day that is not a Sundayision of the statutes or of a session lawnisalid, or if the applica
alegal holiday tion of either to any personr circumstance is invalid, such
(d) Regardless of whether the time limited in any statute for tHvalidity shall not afiect other provisions or applications which
taking of any proceeding or the doing of an act is measured franbe given dect without the invalid provision or application.
anevent or from the date or day on which such event ochiers, (12) Time. When time is referred to, the standard of time as
day on which such event took place shall be excludede com provided by s.175.09 or 175.095 whichever is applicable, is
putationof such time. meant.
(e) “Legal holiday” as used in this section meansstayewide (13) REGISTEREDAND CERTIFIED MAIL. Except in $345.09
legal holiday provided in $895.20 Whenan act is permitted to Wheneverthe statutes authorize oequire the use of registered
be done by the use of the possarvice, and the last day within themail, and do not require@turn receipt of the addressee pogr
time prescribed by law for performing such act falls on a legtfied mail may be used if a sendereceipt is obtained from the
public holiday under federal laver other holiday designated bypostalauthorities and return receipt is requested. If a reageipt
the president such that the postal service dustseceive regis Signedby addressee only is required, registered mail must be used.
teredmail or make regular deliveries on that diwe day shall be  (14) STATUTORY REFERENCETO NUMERICAL SERIES. If a statute
consideredh legal holiday for purposes of this section. refers to a numerical series such as 1 to 10, the reference includes
(5) STATUTORY REFERENCES.(a) If a statute refers, by numperboththe first and last number mentioned.
to a group of chapters, sections, subsections or paragraphs of thEl5) STATUTORY REFERENCETO A CLASS OF CITY. If a statute
statutesthe reference includes both the first éinel last numbers refersto a class of citgpecified under €2.05 (1) such reference
mentioned. doesnot include any city with population which makes the city
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eligible to be in thatlass unless the city has taken the actions nexccordingto the rules of the civil layas follows: [See Figure
essaryto pass into the class unde68.05 (2) 990.001(16) following]

(16) DeGREESOFKINSHIP. The degree of kinship is computed

Figure: 990.001 (16)

2
Grandparents
1 3
Parents Uncles Aunts
2 4
Person Brothers ; i
Deceased Sisters First Cousins
1 3 5
. Nephews First Cousins
Children Nieces Once Removed
2 4 6
. Grand First Cousins
Grandchildren Nephews, Nieces Twice Removed
3 5 7
Great Great-Grand First Cousins
Grandchildren Nephews, Nieces Thrice Removed
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History: 1975 c. 1094; 1977 c. 18%.135 1979 c. 891981 c. 3141983 a. 135 Whenlimitation period would otherwise expian legal holidays. 990.001 (4) (b)

1983a. 192s.304; 1993 a. 4861999 a. 32 permitscommencement of the action on the next secular Gajsinier v Sattler88
NOTE: Chapter 89, laws of 1979which created (5) (b), has a pefatory note ~ Wis. 2d 654 277 N.W2d 776(1979).
by the legislative council which includes a discussion onass-references. Whena statute is written in objective terms not susceptible to thareone mean
Cross—-referencesSee s. 401.109 for provision that sectities are part of the ing, the subjective intent of lawmakers is not controlling. StalfEevennel02Wis.
commercialcode notwithstanding s. 990.001 (6). 2d 38,306 N.w2d 12(1981).
As to sub. (4), see s. 801.15 for exceptisrto computation of time. Also see s. Registerednail serves the purpose of certified mail to an even greater degree. Pat
985.09 (2). tersonv. Board of Regentd,03 Wis. 2d 358309 N.W2d 3(Ct. App. 1981).

Unlessa statute is so vague and uncertain that it is impodsitieecute it or to _ A sendets receipt need not be postmarkedojan v Board of Regent4,04 Ws.
ascertairthe legislative intent with reasonable certajiitys valid. Forest Home 2d277 311 N.W.2d 586(1981).
Dodge,Inc. v Karns,29 Ws. 2d 78138 N.W2d 214 Unders. 990.001 (5) (b) and the rule of strict construction of penal statutes,-the leg
Whenthe legislature enacts a statute, which through clerical egfers to and by  islatureimplied repeal of s. 940.29 (9), 1979 stats., when it repealed s. 146.32 (2),
its terms amends a preexisting statute that had ekwlibe same legislative session 1973stats. State.\Christensen}10 Ws. 2d 538329 N.W2d 382(1983).
beenrenumbered, and there is no issue as to the legislative intent and no doubt th&thena contemporaneous report or other document from a non-legislative agency
correctingthe clerical error in numbering is the only means of having the statute seoverivate party forms a vital link the chain of legislative history of a statute, it may
the purpose intended, a court is duty bound to rectify the error and substitute the righised to determine legislative intent. BalDistrict No. 4, Area Board,17 Wis.
numberfor the wrong number uséd the statute. State ex rel. Gutbrotolke,49  2d 529 345 N.W2d 389(1984).
Wis. 2d 736183 N.W2d 161 A court may consider titles of statutes to resolve doubt agatutory meaning.
Thegeneral rules that a specific penalty prescribed by a special statute for a partic Interest of C.D.M125 Wis. 2d 170370 N.W2d 287(Ct. App. 1985).
ular offense takes precedence over a general provision in a penal code. State ex Iglreference in to a general federal law as amended necessarily references current
Gutbrodv. Wolke, 49 Wis. 2d 736183 N.w2d 161 federallaw when the act named ihe state statute had been repealed and the law
If a statute imposes a punishment for the commission of an acs,gbficientto  rewrittenin another act. When a reference is stated as part of a contingelogs
makethe act a crime. State ex rel. GutbrodVelke, 49 Wis. 2d 736183N.W.2d  notconstitute unlawful delegation of legislative authority to the U.S. Congress. Dane

161 CountyHospital & Home vLIRC, 125 Wis. 2d 308371 N.W2d 815(Ct. App. 1985).
Statutory construction requires that a law be construed so that no word or claugen unconstitutional clause was severable undBr (Ms. Wine & Spirit Institute
is surplusage. JohnsonState,76 Ws. 2d 672251 N.W2d 834 v. Ley, 141 Wis. 2d 958416 N.W2d 914(Ct. App. 1987).
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Subs.(4) (a) and (d) apply to statutes of limitations; the day upon which a cause (5r) CONTROLLED ACCESSHIGHWAY. “Controlled acceshkigh

of action accrues is not includeddamputing the period of limitation. PufahMl- " ; ; ;
liams, 179 Ws. 2d 104506 N.W2d 747(1993). way” means dighway on which abutting property owners have

It is presumed that the legislature knows the case law in existence at the tii¢Gtright or only a limited right of direct access and on which the

cr?alnge? statute. When e(lj Iegi(slativehact_haﬁ begn Constr]yehd t?y e_ml appellatel_C_ pe and location of all access connections are determined and
thelegislature is presumed to know that in the absence of the legislature explic| H e

changingthe law ?he courts interpretation will remain un(:hanged.g BIazekovi(F:)v ntrolledby the highway authorities.

City of Milwaukee,225 Ws. 2d 837593 N.W2d 809(Ct. App.1999). () COUNTY BOARD. “County board” meanthe county board
_ Itis impermissible to apply rules of statutory construction to ascertain Ieglslatl(\ﬁ supervisors

intent when the legislation is clear on its face. Jon&sate 226 Wis. 2d 565 594 ) . i

N.W.2d 738(1999). (7) Executor. “Executor” in statutes relating to probate pro

Proceduraktatues are to Biberally construed so as to permit a determination upo [ i ini i P
the merits of the controversy if possible. DOTReterson226 Ws. 2d 623594 Eeedlngsmcludes an administrator with the will annexed.

N.W.2d 765 (1999). _ ] ) ) (7a) EXPRESSHIGHWAY OR EXPRESSWAY. An express highway
Whenstatutory language is ambiguous, the scope, historyext, subject matier o expressway is a divided arterial highway for througtfieraf
andobject of the statute wibe examined to determine the intent of the Ieglslaturewith “full” or “partial” control of access and generally with grade

Statev. Reitter 227 Wis. 2d 213595 N.W2d 646(1999). ! ) h

Whenan ambiguity exists regarding the specific party to be served, procedwgg@parationst intersections. “Full” control ciccess means that
statutesmust be construed liberally to achieve determination of the roéthe con i i i i
S e I osmasonb 2 £ 1 (o sullety (o contol acces s xrtisedim pefrence o
. The.puypose of legislative interpretation is to discern the intent of the legislatupiblic roads only and by prohibiting crossings at grade or direct
first considering the language thie statute. If the statue clearly and unambiguousl rivatedriveway connections‘Partial” control of access means
setsforth the legislative intent, the court does not look beyond the statute to find fhe h hori | . ised . f
statute’smeaning. In construing a statute, all words and phrases should be const the authority to control access Is exercised to give preference
according to common and approved usage unlesgesedif definition is designated to through trafic to a degree thain addition to access connections

by statute. Resort to a dictionary may be made to ascertain the common and ordijgfl selected public roads. there may be some crossings at grade
usageof an undefined term. Resort to a dictionary does not render a term ambiguQus. !

Statev. Curiel, 227 Ws. 2d 389597 N.W2d 697(1999). andsome private driveway connections.

If the potential for conflict between 2 statutes exists, they will be read to avoid the (79) FIRE CHIEE. “Fire chief” or “chief of a fire department”
conflict if a reasonable construction so permits. Providence Catholic Scigahv . by
tol School District No. 1231 Ws. 2d 159605 N.W2d 238(Ct. App. 1999). includesthe chief of a department unde64.66

Therule of strict construction of penal statutes does not apply unless a statute is(7m) FIRE DEPARTMENT. “Fire department” includes a depart
ambiguousand the rule cannot be used to circumvent the purpose of the statute. rﬁi@nt nder s61.66
ruleis not a rule of general or universal application. Sometimes a strict and so u :

timesa liberal construction is required, even in respect to a penal law because the pur(7r) FIRe FIGHTER. “Fire fighter” includes a person serving
poseof all construction is to carry out the legislative purpose. Statitistad,231 unders.61.66
Wis. 2d 245603 N.w2d 732(Ct. App. 1999). 0L

If a statute contairsgiven provision, the omission of that provision from a similar  (8) FoLio. “Folio” means100 words or figures. Any fraction
statuteconcerning a related subject is significant in showing thafexelift intention i i ;
existed. Outagamie County. fown of Greenville, 2000 WI App 6233 Ws. 2d566 of a folio shall be pald for ?S a full folio.
608N.W.2d 414 (9) FoLLowinG. “Following,” when used by way of reference

Although courts may not look to legislative history to show that an unambiguo ny statute section, means the section next following that in
statute is ambiguous, there is no rule that the history cannot be used to reinforceﬁlﬁ !

& .

a statute plain on its face is unambiguo@eider v O’Connell, 2000 WI 76, 236 ich the reference is made.

Wis.2d211, 612 N.W2d 659 (9a) Freeway. “Freeway” means a highwayith full control
Whenwords are associated, they generally should ordinarily be understied in : .

samegeneral sense. State ex rel. Speenéudmanson, 2000 WI 7834 Ws. 2d of access and with all crossroads separated in grade from the pave

461,610 N.w2d 136 mentsfor through trdfic.
A required tax payment may be made on the next secular day when Jubn31 is « o

Saturdayand ofice hours are unétial. 60 Atty. Gen. 41. (:]I;O) GRABITORhAND GRA’}‘TEEI;] l(aramor mCI.UdeS every per_
Computing time in tort statutes of limitation. Ghiardi, 64 MLR 575 (1981). SOnirom or y W om any ireeho estate or interest passes in or
Researchindegislativeintent in Wisconsin: A suggested procedure. NispelPY any deed; and “grantee” includes every person to whom any

WBB April 1983. suchestate or interest passes in like manner

Computing Tme. Ghiardi. \ié. Law March 1993. (11) HERETOFOREAND HEREAFTER. “Heretofore” meansny
LegislativeHistory: The Philosophies of Justices Scalia Brejer and the Use of . . . X e .
Legisiative History by the Wconsin State Courts. Dortzbad0OMLR 161 (1997). time previous to the day on which the statute containing it takes

effect; “hereafter” meanthe time after the statute containing such

990.01 Construction of laws; words and phrases. In Wword takes efect.
the construction ofMVisconsin laws the words and phrases which (12) HicHway. “Highway” includesall public ways and ther
follow shall be construed as indicated unless such constructirghfaresand all bridges upon the same.
would produce a result inconsistent with the manifest intent of the (13) HomesTeap. (a) The word“homestead” means the
legislature: dwelling and so much of the land surrounding it as is reasonably

(1) GeneraLRULE. All words and phrases shall be construedecessaryor use of the dwelling as a honfeit not less than one—
accordingto common and approved usabet technical words fourth acre, if available, and not exceeding 40 acres.
andphrases and others that have a peculiar meaning in the lawb) Any amendment of a homestead statute shall fiettaf
shallbe construed according to such meaning. liens of creditors attaching nor rights of devisees or heifseef

(2) AcquIre. “Acquire,” when used in connection with asons dying prior to the fefctive date of the amendment.
grantof power to any person, includes the acquisition by pur (14) HoMESTEAD EXEMPTION. “Exempt homesteadimeans
chasegrant, gift or bequest. It includes the power to condemniie dwelling, including a building, condominium, mobile home,
the cases specified in 82.02 housetrailer or cooperative, and so much of the land surrounding

(3) ApuLt. “Adult” means a person who has attaineddbe it as is reasonably necessary for its uselasree, but not less than
of 18years, except that for purposes of investigating or prosec@t25acre, if available, and not exceeding 40 acres, within the limi
ing a person who is alleged to have violated any state or feddgdionas to value under 815.2Q except as to liens attaching or
criminal law or any civil law or municipal ordinance, “adult”rights of devisees oheirs of persons dying before théeetive

meansa person who has attained the age of 17 years. dateof any increase of that limitation as to value.
(4) BEQUESTAND BEQUEATH. “Bequest’includes a devise;  (15) INHABITANT. “Inhabitant” means a resident.
“bequeath’includes devise. (16) INSANE PERSONS. “Insane persons” include every idiot,
(5) CHIROPRACTOR. “Chiropractor” means a person holding 810N compos, lunatic and distracted person.
licenseissued by the chiropractic examining board. (17) Issue. “Issue,” as applied to descenftestate, includes
(5g) COMMUNICABLE DISEASE. “Communicable disease” all the lawful descendants of the ancestor
meansany disease that the department of heattth family ser (17m) Jubce. “Judge” does not include a municipal judge,
vicesdetermines, by rule, to be communicable in fact. exceptas provided in chz55.
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(18) Lanp. “Land” includes landstenements and heredita  (28r) PoLiceorFiceR. “Police oficer” includes a person serv

mentsand all rights thereto and interests therein. ing under s61.66
(19) LeGACY,LEGATEE. “Legacy” includes a devise; “legatee” (29) PopruLATION. “Population” means that shown by thest
includesa devisee. recentregular or special federal census.

(199g) LICENSEDPRACTICALNURSE. “Licensed practical nurse”  (30) PRecebpinG. “Preceding,” when used by way of reference
includesa licensed practical/vocationalirse who is licensed in to any statute section, means the section next preceding that in

aparty state, as defined in411.50 (2) (j) which the reference is made.

(19m) MARITAL cHILD. “Marital child” means either of the  (30m) PROMULGATE. “Promulgate”, when used in connection
following: with a rule, as definedinder s.227.01 (13) means to repeal;

(a) A child who is conceived or bormhile his or her parents renumber; consolidate, renumber ang@mend; renumber and
arelawfully intermarried. amend;amend; repeal and recreate; or create.

(b) A nonmarital child who is adopted or whose parents subse (31) PROPERTY. “Property” includes real and personal prop
quentlyintermarry under /67.60 erty.

(20) MINOR. “Minor” means a person who has not attained the (32) PusLicATiON. “Publication” in a newspaper of anptice
ageof 18 years, except that for purposes of investigating or-ro§é other matter indicated to be for a statechberof weeks means
cutinga person who is alleged to have violated a state or fede?finsertioneach week, unless specifically stated to be for more
criminal law or any civil law or municipal ordinance, “minor” thanone day in each week.
doesnot include a person who has attained the age of 17 years.(33) QuaLiFiep. “Qualified”, when applied to any person

(21) MonTH. “Month” means a calendar month unless otheglectedor appointed to dite, means that such person has done

wise expressed. thosethings which thg person was by Iaw required to do before
(22) MuniciPALITY. “Municipality” includes cities and vil €nteringupon the duties of the perserfice. _
lages;it may be construed to include towns. (34) RAILROAD CORPORATION. “Railroad corporation”and

(23) NicHTTIME. “Nighttime,” used in any statute, ordinance,"ailroad company” include any person managing, maintaining,
indictmentor information,means the time bétween one hour aftétPeratingor in possession of a railroad, whether as oncer
sunseton one day and one hour before sunrise on the followiH§Ctor,essee, mortgagee, trustee, assignee or receiver
day;and the time of sunset and sunrise dtehscertained accerd ~ (35) REAL ESTATE OR REAL PROPERTY. “Real estate” or “real
ing to the mean solar time of the ninetieth meridian viresh ~ property” includes lands, tenements and hereditaments and all
Greenwich,commonly known as central time, as given in anfjghtsthereto and interests therein.
almanac. (36) RecorDED. If any instrument is required to be recorded

(23m) NoNMARITAL cHILD. “Nonmarital child” means a child by any oficer or in any dfice it must be rgcorded ina sujtable
who is neither conceived nor born while his or her parents are Iddpok kept for that purpose unless otherwise expressly directed.
fully intermarriedwho is not adopted and whose parents do not (36m) REGISTEREDNURSE. “Registered nurse” includes a reg
subsequentlyntermarry under s/67.6Q isterednurse who is licensed in a party state, as definesl in

(23q) Nurse. “Nurse”, “nurselicensed under chi41” and  441.50(2) (j).
anyreference to an individual who is registered or licensed under(37) SeaL. Except for the sealing afistruments by persons
ch.441linclude a registered nurse licensed practical/vocational requiredto have and use fi¢ial seals, “seal” includes the word
nursewho is licensed in a party state,defined in s441.50 (2) “seal”, the letters “L S” and a scroll or othdevice intended to
3)- represent seal, if any is éiked in the proper place for a seal, as

(24) OatH. “Oath” includes dfrmation in all cases where by well as an impression of a seal on the instrument. An instrument
law an afirmation may be substituted fan oath. If any oath or executedn the corporate name, by the propéicefs of a corpe
affirmationis required to be taken such oath dirafation shall ration,under any seal is sealed even though the corporate seal is
be taken before and administered by sonfieef authorizedoy —notused. If the seal of any court or publiicgr is required to be
the laws of this state to administer oaths, at the place where affixed to any paper issuing from such court oficefr “seal”
sameis required to be taken or administered, unless otherwiggludesan impression of suchfifial seal made upon theaper
expresslydirected, and, when necessatyly certified by such alone.
officer. If an oath is administered it shall end with the words “so (38) SiGNATURE. If the signature of any person is required by
helpme God”. In actions and proceedings in the courts, a perdaw it shall always be the handwriting of such persoiif tre per
may take an oath omffirmation in communication with the sonis unable to write, thpersons mark or the persanhame writ

administeringofficer by telephone or audiovisual means. ten by some other person at the persar'quest and in the per
(25) Orricers. “Officers” when applied to corporationsson’spresence, osubject to any applicable requirements under
includedirectors and trustees. subch.l of ch. 137 the electronic signature of the person.

(25g) OpTicAL DIsk. “Optical disk” means a rotating circular _ (40) STaTE. “State,” when applied to states of the United
plateon which information or images are placed in storage, afatesincludes the District of Columbia, the commonwealth of
which is recorded and read by laser beams focused on the pl&tgertoRico and the several territorieganized by Congress.

(25r) OpTICAL IMAGING. “Optical imaging” means transfer ~ (41) Sworn. “Sworn” includes “afirmed” in all cases where

ring to a format employing an optical disk. by law an afirmation may be substituted for an oath.
(26) Person. “Person” includes all partnerships, associations (42) TowN. “Town” may beconstrued to include cities, vil
andbodies politic or corporate. lages,wards or districts.

(27) PERSONAL PROPERTY. “Personal property” includes (43) TowN BOARD. “Town board” means the town board of
money,goods, chattels, things in action, evidences of debt aidPervisors.
energy. (43m) TyPe1MOTORCYCLE. “Type 1 motorcycle” is a motor
(28) PHYSICIAN, SURGEONOR OSTEOPATH. “Physician,” “sur  vehicle as defined in 840.01 (32) (a)
geon”or “osteopath” means a persoolding a license or certifi (43r) TyPE 2 MOTORCYCLE. “Type 2 motorcycle’is a motor
cateof registration from the medical examining board. vehicleas defined in $340.01 (32) (h)
(28g) Police cHier. “Police chief” or “chief of apolice (44) UniTep States. “United States” includethe District of
department’includes the chief of a department unde§1s66 Columbia,the states, the commonwealth of Puerto Ricothad
(28m) PoLIcE DEPARTMENT. “Police department” includes territoriesorganized by congress.
departmentinder s61.66 (45) ViLLace. “Village” means incorporated village.
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(46) WEEK. “Week” means 7 consecutive days. thetime of such repeal thereof, shall be preserved and remain in

(47) WiLL. “Will” includes codicils as well as wills. force notwithstanding such repeal, unless specially and expressly

(48) WRITTEN OR IN WRITING. “Written” or “in writing” ~rémitted,abrogated or done awayith by the repealing statute.
includesanyrepresentation of words, letters, symbols or figure&nd criminal prosecutions and actions at laviroequity founded
This subsection does notfaét any law relating to signatures. Uponsuch repealed statute, whether instituted before or after the

(49) YEAR. “Year’ means a calendar yeanless otherwise repealthereof, shall not be defeated or impairedsbgh repeal but
expressed‘year” alone means “year of our Lord". shall, notwnhstagoiln?hsul_ch repeal, p:jogetd tqutL;]dgmemhfnd

History: 1971 c. 1645.80,91; 1971 . 2135; Sup. Ct. Orde7 Wis. 2d 784 Samemanner and to the likgurpose and gict as if the repeale
1977c. 305 1979 c. 1691981 c. 291391 1983 a. 4471985 a. 65182, 332 Sup.  Statute continued in full force to the time of final judgment
Ct. Order 141 Ws. 2d xiii (1987);1987 a. 3991989 a. 56278 1991 a. 391993 a. thereon,unless the dﬁnse&penames’ forfeitures or rights of

3?321335 a. 25,7294 7295 9126 (19) 1995 a. 77352 1997 a. 252306 1999 40tion on which such prosecutions or actions shall be founded

Sub.(38) didnot prevent the delegation of authority to sign an annexation petiti&ha” be specially and expressly remitted, abrogated or done away
onthe behalf of a property ownefown of Medary vCity of La Crosse§8 Wis. 2d  with by such repealing statute.

104, 277 N'WstlO(CL App. 1979)' . . This section also applies to statutes that are amended after the commission of
Oaths, dirmations, notary publics and jurats are discussed. 60 B#y. 429.  3jlegedcriminal act although beforeial. Truesdale v State 50 Wis. 2d 481210
. N.W.2d 726
990.02 Construing statutes of 1898. (1) All referencesto  Absentlegislative intent to the contramepeal of a statute governing appeals of
chapterg)r sections in the statutes of 189@ to the chapters andtax assessments did noffexdt a taxpayer whose right to appeal under the statute
sectionsof those ;tgtutes. . ﬁ‘?\s\;z%cgggr({%étg).repeal. Jackson County Iron Cdviusolf, 134 Ws. 2d 95396
(2) If the provisionsof different chapters of the statutes of o ]
1898conflict with or contravene each other tievisions of each 990.06 Repeal or change of law limiting time for bring -
chaptershall prevail as to all matters and questions growing oig actions. In any case when a limitation or period of time-pre
of the subject matter of such chapter scribedin any act which shall be repealed for the acquiring of any
(3) If conflicting provisions are found in ent sectionsf  ght, or barring of any remedgr for any other purpose shall have
the samechapter of the statutes of 1898 the provisions of the s&€gun to run before such repeal and the repealing act shall provide
tion which is last imumerical order shall prevail unless such-corNY limitation or period of time fosuch purpose, such latter limi
structionis inconsistent with the meaning of such chapter ~ tationor period shall apply onlio such rights or remedies as shall
History: 1979 c. 89 accruesubsequently to the time when the repeaticgshall take

effect,andthe act repealed shall be held to continue in force and
990.03 Effect of repeals. (1) No law repealed by a subse be operative to determine all such limitations and periods of time
quentact of the legislature is revived ofexfted by the repeal of which shall have previously begun to run unless such repealing act
suchrepealing act. shall otherwise expressly provide.
(2) Therepeal of a curative or validating law does not impair Retroactivityof statutes of limitations is discussed. Betthausktedical Protec

i H H tive Co.172 Wis. 2d 141493 N.W2d 40(1992).
or affect any cure or validation previouslyfedted therehy “Repeal”in this sectionincludes “amendment”. Poquette@mmunity State

(3) No section, subsection or paragraph ast@nsin Statutes Bank,631 F Supp. 148¢1986).
is repealed or &cted by theepeal of any session law from which
it was in whole or in part derived.

(4) The repeal, express or implied, of any law alread

990.07 Evidence. The Wsconsin statutes as prepared under
z.SS.lSshallbe prima facie evidence in all courts and proceedings
repealedexpressly or by implication, does rainstitute or sup sprovided by s889.01% but theyshall not preclude reference to,

ply a declaration or implication that such law was in force or wg8F control, in case of any discrepanagy original act of the leg

; : siich ori Islature;and the certified volumes of the Laws ofsdbnsinpro-
valid for any purpose at any time subseque prior repeal. videdfor by s.35.15shall also and in the same degree be prima

990.04 Actions pending not  defeated by repeal of stat - facieevidence in all courts and proceedings.

ute. The repeal of a statute hereafter shall not remit, defeatsdggg‘g%’agg’f; G 28 Stats. 1981 5. 990.08983 a. 192,287, Stats. 1983
impair any civil or criminal liability for ofenses committed, pen ™ " '

altiesor forfeitures incurred or rights of action accrued under suggp.08 Citation of supreme court rules. When asupreme
statutebefore the repeal thereof, whether or not in course ef pigpurtrule is citedwithin the statutes, the reference shall be to the
secutionor action at the time of such repeal; but all suébrsfes, SCR number such as “words and phrase Pecified in SCR
penaltiesforfeitures and rights of action created by or founded @y .02

suchstatute, liability wherefore shall have been incurred beforenistory: 1983 a. 192
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