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CHAPTER 7
ELECTION OFFICIALS ; BOARDS; SELECTION AND DUTIES; CANVASSING

SELECTIONAND DUTIES 7.36 Chief inspectdis duties.
7.03 Compensation of electionfafials and trainees. 7.37 Inspectors’ duties.
7.08 Elections board. 7.38 Vacancies after nomination.
7.10 County clerks. 7.40 Sample ballots.
7.11 Menpr_‘ninee county; town elections. 7.41 Public’s right to access.
7.15  Municipal clerks. CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERFICATION

7.20 Board of election commissioners.
7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.
7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners.

7.50 Elector intent.
7.51 Local board of canvassers.

7.23 Destruction of election materials. 7.53 Municipal canvass.
7.24  Title to election materials. 7.54  Contested elections.
7.25 Voting machine dicials’ duties. 7.60 County canvass.
7.30 Appointment of election ditials. 7.70 State canvass. )
7.32 Change of election 6i€ial numbers. 7.75 Presidential electors meeting.
7.33 Service as an electionfizfal. 7.80 Notice of election.
Cross-reference: See definitions in $.02 (1) ELECTION FORMS, BLANKS, VOTING APPARATUS. (a) Pre
scribeall official ballot forms necessary under cbgo 12 and
SELECTIONAND DUTIES revisethe oficial ballot forms to harmonize with legislation and

the current oficial status of the political parties whenever neces
7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees. sary. The board shall provide one copy of ebalot form without
(1) (a) A reasonable daily compensation shall be paid to ed#rargeto each county and municipal clerk and board of election
inspectoryoting machine custodian, automatic tabulating equigommissioners.The board shatlistribute or arrange for distribu
menttechnician, member of a boardaainvassers, messenger antion of additional copies. The prescribed forms shall be substan
tabulatorwho is employed and performing duties under Bhs. tially followed in all elections under chsto 12
12. Alternatively such dficials may be paid by the hour apeo>- (b) Prescribe the necessary standard sample blanks and ballot
portionaterate for each hour actually worked. containergo make the canvass, returns, statements and tally sheet

(b) Except as provided in pgbm), payment shall be made bystatementsor all elections the results of which are repqrtable to
the municipality in which the election is held, except that any-tecthe board under .60 (4) (a)and all other materials as it deems
nician, messengetabulatoror member of the board of canvassergecessaryo conduct the elections. The sample blanks shail con
whois employed to perform services the county shall be paid tain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers
by the county and any messengetatiulator who is employed to With notes explaining their use and statutory basis.
performservices for the state shall be paid by the board. (c) Prescribe forms required by 624 (3)and(4), 6.30 (4)

(bm) Whenever a special election is calgda county or by 6.33(1),6.40 (1) (b)6.47 (1) (a) 2and(3), 6.55 (2)and(3), 6.79
aschool districta technical college district, a sewerage distric(d) and6.86 (2)and(3). All such forms shall contain a statement
asanitary district or a public inland lake protection and rehabilitaf thepenalty applicable to false or fraudulent registration or vot
tion district, the county or districthall pay the compensation ofing through use of the form. Forms are not required to be fur
all election oficials, as determined under syB). nishedby the board.

(C) If a centra| Counting |ocati0n serving more than one munic NOTE: Pﬁll‘. (c) 'iS shown as affected by two acts of the 1999 legislatand as
ipality is utilized undes.7.51 (1) the compensation of election™er9edby the revisorunder s. 1393 2) ().~~~
officials at the locatiorshall be proportionately divided between (d) Promulgate rules for the administration of the statutory
the municipalities utilizing the location, except thigall munici-  requirementdor voting machines and electronic voting systems
palities within a county utilize the location, the compensatiofndany other votingpparatus which may be introduced in this
shallbe paid by the county statefor use at elections. Pursuant to such responsiltfiléyboard

. . . . . may obtain assistance from competent persons to check the

d) Special registration deputieppointed under €.55 (6 :

spéc?alvgting dep%ties appoini)ed ﬁﬂge65875 (4)and oficiglg machinessystems and apparatus and approve for use those types

: e h meeting the statutory requirements and shall establish reasonable
andtrainees whattend training sessions unde <5 (1) (e)or : : . .
7.25 (5)may be compensated at the option of the municipa”tycompensatlorfor persons performing dutlem_der this paragraph.
(2) CerTIFIEDLISTS. (a) As soon as possible after the closing

(ﬁ) _Thg amount Og corr]nﬂegls?tior& ?)f eLectiodidhls_, when tefor filing nomination papers or after the canvass ofpitie
authorizedor required, shall be fixed by the appropriate coun aryvote, but no later than the deadlines establishedlid.8g

ggg{g 8; esllégﬁg\gsg cr)inr:lrsgsqlocrI]pearlg ?r? \é‘izglsngvté?dg{)g (;J(?(I)C;fgpl;ul gansmitto each county clerkeertified list of all candidates on file
1 its office for whichelectors in that county may vote. The list

employetto petform dutics for thatawe. I the boad employs anéalldesignate the order afrangement and contain each candi
individual to performduties which are the responsibility of adate sfirst name, middle initial or initials and lasame, unless the

T candidateon his other nomination papers or declaration of candi
oo P el e Poard shall chge the expense 10 the acy specifies that the middie inital be deleted, that a full middie

0 ) ) ) nameor former legal surname be substitutedtifi@ middle initial,
48251%)% a.lggilcéasf fii %8171%9%921.4 20,1979.¢. 89200 311, 355 19832 41 an initial be substituted for the candidati¥st name or that
anickname be substituted for a first or middle name or for a first
7.08 Elections board. In addition to its duties for ballot initial or middle initial or initials, but no other abbreviations or
arrangementinder ch5 and date and notice requirements undéitles are permitted. The list shall also include each cand&late’
ch. 10, the board shall: residenceand post-dfce address; the fi€e for which the person
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is a candidate; and, the party or princifhle candidate represents packagecontaining the dicial ballots and delivered to the munic
if any in 5 words or less. Names of candidates nominated unigal clerk.
s.7.380r8.35shall be certified by the board upon fl|ngthe nee (c) With county board approval any county clerk may purchase

essarypapers with it. At any time prior to an election, the boargk print the oficial forms of nomination papers for distributiom
may transmit an amended certification if a candiddies or is anyperson at cost or free.

determinechot to qugln‘y for bgllot placement.. _  (2) PrepARINGBALLOTS. Thecounty clerk shall prepare copy
(b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice presor the oficial ballots immediately upon receipt of the certified list

dentnominated at a national convention by a party entitled taof candidates’ names from the board. Names certified by the

Septembeprimary ballot or for whom electors have bemmi  poardshall be arranged in the order certified. The county clerk

natedunder s8.20shall be sent as soon as possible after the clehall placethe names of all candidates filed in the cleddice or

ing date for filing nomination papers, but no later than the deagkrtified to the clerk by the board on the proper ballot or ballots

lines established in 40.06 underthe appropriate éite and party titles.

(c) As soon as possible after the canvass ofthieg and Sep  (3) TimME scHEDULE. (a) The county clerk shall distribute the
temberprimary votes, but niater than the firstJesday in March ballotsto the municipal clerks no later than 31 days before each
andthe 4th Tiesday in Septemberansmit to the state treasureiSeptembeprimary and general election and no later than 22 days
a certified listof all eligible candidates for statefiok who have before each other primaandelection. Election blanks prepared
filed applications under 41.50 (2)and whom the boardeter by the board shall be distributedtae same time. If the board
minesto be eligibleto receive payments from theisonsin elec  transmitsan amended certification under7s08 (2) (a)or if the
tion campaign fund. The list shall contain each candilatghe, boardor a court orders a ballot error to be corrected unde®8.
the mailing address indicated upon the candidategistration (6)or5.72 (3)after ballots have been distributed, the county clerk
form, the ofice for which the individual is a candidate and thehalldistribute corrected ballots to the municipal clerks as soon as
party or principle which he or she represents, if.any possible.

(cm) As soon as possible after the canvass of a special primary(b) The county clerk shall distribute an adeqsatgply of sep
or the date that the primary would be held, if required, transmitaeately wrapped dicial ballots to each municipal clerk so the
the state treasurex certified list of all eligible candidates for statenunicipal clerk may supply ballots to absent elector applicants.
office who havdiled applications under $1.50 (2)and whom the Theremaining ballots shall be sent in separately sqzellages
board determines to be eligible to receive a grant from thediV-  clearly designating the ward for which each is intended and the
sin election campaign fund prior to the election. The board shafproximatenumber of ballots of each kind enclosed.
alsotransmit a similar list of candidates, if anyho have filed (4) RESOLVING NOTICE DOUBTS. When in doubt as to com
applicationsunder s11.50 (2)and whom the board determirtes pjiancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or the

be eligible to receive a grant undel5.50 (1) (a) 2after the spe  correctfees to be paid for them, the county clerk may consult the
cial election. The list shall contain each candidateimethe poarg.

mailing address indicated upon the candidategistration form, gy \jnicipaL JuDGE: CERTIFIED LisT. If candidates for the
the office for which the individual is aandidate and the party of e of 2 municipal judge who is elected undef5.01 (4)file
principle which he or she represents, if any nominationpapers in the &ite of the county clerk and any munic
(3) ELECTIONMANUAL. Prepare and publish separate from th@ality served by the judge prepares its own ballots for voting
electionlaws an election manual written so as to be easily undgifachinesor an electronic voting system, the county clerk shall
stoodby the genergbublic explaining the duties of the electiorcertify to the municipal clerk of that municipality the names of the
officials, togethewith notes and references to the statutes as fndidates for judge as soon as possible after the last daindpr

boardconsiders advisable. The manual shall be furnished by Wgminationpapers and after certificatidny the county board of
boardfree to each county and municipal clerk or board of electieanvassersf the results of any primary election.

commissionersind others in such manner as it deems most likelyisiory: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 2801973 ¢. 334.57; 1977 c. 394.53;
to promote the public welfare. The election manual shall: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 221260, 311, 355 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985 a. 89304

(a) Be compiled by the board 1991a. 3161999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 182

_ (b) Emphasize the fact that electiofficiils should help, not 7,11  Menominee county; town elections. The clerk shall
hinder,electors in exercising their voting rights. preparea ballot distinguishing between supervisors elected at
(c) Be subject to periodic review and revision whegessary largeand by ward in any countyaving only one town with a part

(4) ELECTIONLAWS. Publish the election laws. The board shaftf the county board members elected by wards.
furnishthe election laws free ®ach county and municipal clerk History: 1971 c. 30%.29 (2) 1973 c. 334
andboard of election commissioners infsziént supply to pre
vide one copy for referencat each dfce and at each polling

lace. The board shall sell or arrange for the sale of copies of . h Lk o>
glectionlaws to members of the pu%lic. P eléctionsandregistration in the municipalityThe clerk shall per

History: 1971 c. 2421973 c. 33%.6, 57: 1975 c. 8593, 94,199, 1977 c. 29 [orm the followingdutiesand any others which may be necessary
107,394, 427. 1979 c. 89177, 260, 311 1981 c. 3771983 a, 51484 1985 a. 12p L0 properly conduct elections or registration:
(32<))4écl)989 a. 1921993 a. 1401995 a. 165.2; 1997 a. 271999 a. 49182, 5.13.93 (a) Equip polling places.

' (b) Provide for the purchase amdaintenance of election
7.10 County clerks. (1) ELECTION SUPPLIESAND BALLOTS. €quipment.
(a) Each county clerk shall provide ballots for every election in (c) Prepare ballots for municipal elections, and distribute bal
the county for allnational, state and countyfioks, including met lots and provide other supplies for conducting all electiofise
ropolitan sewerage commission elections unde?00.09 (1) municipal clerk shall deliver poll list formseceived from the
(am), for municipal judges elected undei7$5.01 (4)and for state countyclerk to the pollingolaces with the ballots before the polls
and county referenda. Thdiofal and sample ballots shall be pre open.
paredin substantially the same form as those prescribed by the(cm) Prepare dicial absentee ballots for delivery édectors
boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) requestinghem, and send anfizfal absentee ballot to each elec
(b) The county clerk shall suppspficient poll list blanks for tor who has requested one no later than the 30th day before each

municipalitiesthat do not have elector registration and other eleBeptembeprimary and generalection and no later than the 21st
tion supplies for national, state acountyelections. The poll list daybefore each other primary and electibtine request is made
blanksand other electiosupplies shall be enclosed in the sealdoeforethat day; otherwise, the municipal clerk shall send fin of

7.15 Municipal clerks. (1) SUPERVISE REGISTRATION AND
cTIoNS. Each municipal clerk has clgar and supervisioaf
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cial absentee ballot within one day of the time the elsctequest (3) BALLOT SuPPLY; SAMPLE BALLOTS. (a) Wherevoting
is received. machinesare used or where electronic voting systems are
(cs) Prepare write—in absentballots for delivery to military €mployed,the municipal clerk shall provide at least 2 duplicate
electorsunder s6.25 (2)at each election, and prepare write—irsampleballots for each ward idiagram form showing the board
absentedallots for delivery to overseas electors undér2s (3) Or screen inside each voting machine or the front of each ballot as
at each election for national fafe, no later than the 90th dayit Will appear in the voting machines or booths on election day
beforethe election, or as soon as possible after tlieexf to be (b) Sample ballots, voting machine ballots and ballot labels for
contestedht the election are known, whichever is laaed distrib  electronicvoting systems, whenever thabels are diiked to the
utethe ballots to each military or overseas elector after ballots aming devices, shall be furnished to thdiaéls in the ward or
availableor within one day after a request is received, whichevetectiondistrict at least one day before each election.
is later but beginningon the day that @tial absentee ballots  (4) RecoRDINGELECTORS. After each election where registra
becomeavailable, the clerk shall not mail write—in absentee baion is used, the municipal clerk shall make a recdreach elector
lots and shall substitute fidial absentee ballots for any write—inwho has voted at the election by stamping or writing the date of

absentedallots requested. the election in the appropriate spacethe original registration
(d) Prepare the necessary notices and publications in conrfeem of the electar Municipalities employing data processing
tion with the conduct of elections or registrations. may,in lieu of this requirement, record voting information in such

(e) Instruct election dicials in their duties, calling them @manner that it is readily available for retrieval by computer
togetherwhenever advisable, advise them of changes in laws,(5) RECORDOFBALLOTS RECEIVED. Each municipal clerk shall
rulesand proceduresfatting the performance tfieir duties, and keepa record of when and in what condition the packages centain
administerexaminations as authorized under.80 (2) (c) The ing the ballots were receivdtbm the county clerk. The munici
clerk shall assure thatfifials who serve at polling places wherepal clerk shall deliver to the properfigials the unopened pack
an electronic voting system is used are familiar withshstem agesof ballots the day before the election.
andcompetent to instruct electors in its proper use. The clerk shall(6) SussTITUTE BALLOTS. (@) The municipal clerk shall pro
inspectsystematically and thoroughly the condatelections in  vide substitute paper ballois substantially the form of the origi
the municipality so that elections are honestfficiently and uni  nal ballots whenever the necessary original ballots areelot

formly conducted. eredto the municipality are destroyed, are lost or stolen after
(f) Dischage election dfcials for improper conduct or wilful delivery,are not ready for distribution or the supply is exhausted
neglectof duties. during polling hours. The municipal clerk may also provide-sub

gtitute paper ballots, together with ballot boxes and voting booths,
whenevera votingmachine or electronic voting system is-ren
. i . . —... - deredinoperable by a malfunctiomhich occurs within 24 hours
; (h) Review dexaml_ne and certify the sidfiency and validity ¢ e time sefor opening of the polls. Paper ballots may be cast

of petitions and nomination papers. only in accordance with the procedures prescribed i6.86.(2)

(i) Direct how and when to destroy the contents of the blagkd7.37 4
ballotboxes and unused election materials. (b) Upon receiving the substitute paper ballots accompanied
~ () Send arbsentee ballot automatically to each persorn maky a statement made under oath by the municipal clerk that the bal
ing an authorized request therefor in accordance witt2&. (4) |ots have been prepared and furnished by the clerk to replace the
or6.86 (2) original ballots whichare not available, or to substitute for a-vot

(k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one polling plaggmachine or electronic voting system whies been rendered
to another polling place within thaunicipality whenever neces inoperableby amalfunction which occurred within 72 hours of
saryto assure adequatafing at all polling places. No such reas thetime set for opening dhe polls, the election faials shall use
signmentmay have the &ct of eliminating representation at athe substitute ballots in the same manner as if they had been origi
polling place by one of the political partiestitled to nominate nal ballots.
inspectorsunder s7.30 (2) (a) (7) REQUESTCANVASS ASSISTANCE. The municipal clerkmay

(2) MuniciPAL ELECTION DUTIES. (@) In municipal elections, requestll election dficials to assist the inspectors in canvassing
the municipal clerks shall perform the duties prescribed for courttye votes received at the respective polling places.
clerksby s.7.10 (8) ResoLvING NOTICE bousTs. When in doubt as to com

(b) Cities over 500,000 population may prepare their ofin of pliancewith the statutory requirements for election notices or the
cial and sample ballots. @fial ballots not utilized asbsentee correctfees to be paid for them, the municipldrk may consult
ballotsshall be printed so they are ready at least 2 days beforettieboard.

election. History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334.57; 1975 c. 85s.50, 65; 1975 c.

T 275,422 1977 c. 2831977 c. 394.54; 1977 c. 427447, 1979 c. 260311; 1981

(c) With theconsent of the county clerk, municipalities may. 391, 1083 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 19219914, 3161999 a. 182
preparetheir own ballots whenever voting machines or electronic

voting systems areised in elections where candidates for both.20 Board of election commissioners. (1) A municipal
local offices and national, state or countficgs appear on the bal boardof electioncommissioners and a county board of election
lot. This paragraph does not apply to cities under(par commissionershall be established in every céwd county over

(d) Whenever the governing body of any municipality submi&00,000population.
any question to a vote of the electors or whenever a proper recal(2) Eachboard of election commissioners shall consis8 of
petitionand certificate are filed under®10 the municipatlerk memberseach member being chosen from lists of at least 3 names
shallissue a call for the election and prepare and distribute balletech,selectedand approved by the county committee of the 2
asrequired in the authorization of submission or as provided inpolitical parties receiving the most votes for governor in the
9.10 The date of theeferendum shall be fixed by the municipatountyin the case of the county boarflelection commissioners,
clerk or board of election commissioners unless otherwise prndreceiving the most votes for governor in the city in the case
vided by law or unless the governing body fixeedate. The ballot of the city board of election commissioners, in the last general
for any referendurshall conform to .64 (2) If there is already election. The county executive, for the county board of election
anofficial municipal referendum ballot for the election, thees commissionersshall select from the list 2 persons from the major
tion may appear on the same ballot. ity party and one person from the next highest party in the county

(9) Report suspected election frauds, irregularities or viol
tions of which the clerk has knowledge to the district attorney
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The mayor for the city board of election commissioners, shatif its duties, the county board of election commissioners may
selectfrom the list 2 persons from the majority party and one perausethe deposition of witnesses to be taken in the manner pre
sonfrom the next highest party in the city scribedfor taking depositions in civil actions in circuit court.

(3) The persons chosen shall be qualified electors and resi (c) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issue a
dentsof the stateand county and, for the city board of electiosubpoenar apply for a search warrant under. ), subject to

commissionerspf the city such.limitations as the county board of election commissioners
(4) Before beginning their duties as electicommissioners Considersappropriate. _ o _
eachappointee shall take and file thdicifil oath. (3) The board of election commissioneis authorized to

(5) Eachboard of election commissioners shall choose its ovii"Ploy additionalclerical assistants to carry out its necessary
chairperson. An act of a majority of the board is aet of the uties. The assistants’ salaries shall be fixed by the governing
board. body of the municipality or county

(6) Theelection commissioners shall not hold any other pu%) (4) Theboard of election commissioners may procure a seal
lic office and are ineligible for any appointive or elective publifo 2uthenticate ditial papers and documents. o
office, except the dice of notary public, during their term. (5) The city council and county board shall provideic

(7) Theterm of ofice shall be 4 years, and until successoﬁgcen the city hall and county courthouse, respectivedyall
havebeen commissioned and qualified, beginning on July 1 eglg Nécessary expenses, cooperate with the board of election com
year following a presidential election. Successors shall BB!SSionersprovide storage space for the election equipment and
appointecthe same way suppliesandassist with the moving and conducting of the €lec

tionsas necessary

History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 1241983 a. 484.172 (1) 1993 a. 184 History: 1973c. 3341979 c. 891983 a. 361983 a. 484.172 (1) (2);1985 a.
. o _ _ 304s5.81, 155 1987 a. 3821999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 182
7.21 Election commissioners, duties and regulations.

(1) All powers and duties assignexdithe municipal or county 7.22 Municipal board of election commissioners.
clerk or themunicipal or county board of canvassers under®hs(1) Thecommon council shall determine the salaries of the elec
to 12 shall be carried out by the municigelcounty board of elec tion commissioners and shall includefaiént funds in its budget
tion commissioners or its executive directonlessspecifically to allow the municipal board of election commissioners to fulfill
retainedor assigned in this section or7s22 its duties.

(2) The county board of election commissioneray hire an (2) All expenses shall be paid upon order of the municipal
executivedirector who shall perform whatever duties the boafabardof election commissioners, signed by the chairperson and
assigngo him or her The county board shall determine the salagxecutivedirector and countersigned by the city comptrollEne
of that executive director Appointment and removal dhat ordersmade payable to persons in whiseor issued, shall be the
executivedirector shall be subject to civil service standards. Arouchersfor the city treasurer for the payment of the orders.
executivedirector of the city board of election commissioners (3) Themunicipal board of election commissioners shalt pre
shallbe appointed under 62.51 pareand furnish copies of all registrations, books, maps, instruc

(2m) The county board of election commissioners may: tionsand blanks pertaining to the rules fegistration and cen

(a) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures undet..60for ductingelections for the use and guidance of the elecffizials.
anyviolation of ch.11. Forfeiture actions brought by the county (4) Themunicipal board of election commissioners sbaift
board of election commissioners mayoncern only violations "Pile and publish a biennial report, containing election statistics
with respect to reports atatements required by law to be filecandreturns of all primaries and elections held within their city and
with it. The county board of election commissioners may compreounty. Copies of the same shall be distributed to persons in such
mise and settle angivil action or potential action brought orquantitiesas the municipal board of election commissioners
authorizedto be brought by it under chl which, in the opinion deemsproper
of the county board of election commissioners, constitutes a(5) The chief of police shall station a policdficer at polling
minor violation, a violation caused by excusable negleaytoch  placesdesignated by the municipal boafdelection commission
for other good cause shown, should not in the public interestdssfor each election.
prosecutedunder such chapterNotwithstanding s778.06 an History: 1973 c. 3341977 c. 511983 a. 484.172 (1) 1985 a. 304.155 1993
actionor proposed action authorizadder this paragraph may be?- 184

settledfor such sum as may be agreed between the parties. A3 pestruction of election materials. (1) All materials

settlemenmade by theounty board of election commissioners, g sypplies associated with an election, except as provided in
shallbe in suckamount as to deprive the alleged violator of anyp, (2) ‘may be destroyed according to the following schedule:
benefitof hisor her wrongdoing and may contain a penal compo (a) Any unused materials after an election and the contents of

e e Ebank alot box e iy may bedesioyed at e and
prop ' y manner designated by the appropriate clerk.

shalltreat comparable situations in a comparable manner and shal . . . )
ensurethat any settlement bears a reasonadlitionship to the _(P) Voting machine recorders essential fiooper operation of
severity of the ofense oralleged ofense. Forfeiture actions YOting machines may be cleared and reactivated 14 days after any
broughtby thecounty board of election commissioners shall bfimaryand 21 days after any other election.

broughtin the circuitcourt for the county served by the board of (C) Registration cards which are canceled und&i56. (7)may
electioncommissioners. be destroyed 4 years after cancellation.

(b) In the dischage of its authority under pa@) andupon  (d) Except as provided in §1.21 (1) (a) financial reports
notice to the party or parties being investigated' Subpm may be destroyed ﬁears after the date of recelpt. F|nanC|.a| Fe.g|s
bring before it any person in the state and requireptbeuction  tration statements may be destroyed 6 years after terminaition
of any papers, books or other records relevant to an investigati@gistration.

A circuit court may by order permit the inspection and copying of (¢) Registration and poll lists created at a nonpartisan primary
theaccounts and the deposi®and loan records at any financiabr election may béestroyed years after the primary or election
institution, as defined in §705.01 (3) doing business in the stateat whichthey were created and registration and poll lists created
to obtain evidence of any violation of ctl upon showing byhe ~ata partisan primary or election may be destroyed 4 years after the
county board of election commissioners pfobable cause to primary or election at which they were created.

believethat there is a violation and that such accounts and recordgf) Except as authorized in patb) and(g), ballots, applica

may have a substantial relation to the violation. In the digghartionsfor absentee ballots, registration forms, or other records and
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papergequisite to voting at any federal election, other thanregimmperingwith the machines. The custodians preparing the
tration cards, may be destroyed after 22 months. machinesshall deliver the keys for the machines to the municipal

(9) Detachable recording units and compartments for use wallerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners
electronic voting machines még cleared or erased 14 days aftdpgethemwith a written report of each machiseondition.
anyprimary and 21 days after any other election. Before clearing(5) Beforean election each electiorfiofal serving at goll-
or erasing the units or compartments, a municipal clerk shalt trairgy place where voting machines are used shall be instructed in
fer the data contained in the units or compartments to a disktiegir use andheir duties in connection with them by the municipal
other recording medium which may be erased or destroyed &@rk, who shall call as many meetings to give instructions to the
monthsafter the election to which the data relates. electionofficials as are necessar@fficials and trainees maye

(h) Ballots may be destroyed 30 days after any election. compensatedor attendance. Any person whloees not under

(i) Official canvasses may be destroyed 10 yeftes the elec  Standthe machines shall not be paid nor be allowed to serve.
tion to which they relate. (6) (a) Where voting machines are used, the electificialt

(i) Election notices, and proofs piiblication and correspen for eachward shall meet at their proper polling place at least 15
dencefiled in connection with such notices may be destroyed oRginutesbefore the time set for opening of the ptdiarrange the

yearafter the date of the election to which they relate. voting machines and furniture to properly conduct the election.
(k) All other materials and supplies associatétti an election ~ (b) Before opening the polls, they shall compare the ballots on
may be destroyed 90 days after the election. the machines with the sample ballots furnished byrtiwmicipal

(2) If there is a demand for a recount, notice of an election Clerkto ensure that the names, numbersletiers thereon agree;

testor any contest or litigation pending with respecan election, €xaminethe seal on each machine to see that it has not been bro

materialsmay be destroyed and recorders, units or compartmek@$); and examine the counten each machine to see that each

may be cleared or erased only twgler of the judge in whose courtregisters000. If any counter on any mac_hlne does not register 000,

litigation is pending or if nditigation is pending, by order of any the counter number and the numiséoowing on the counter shall

circuit judge for the décted jurisdiction. Upon petition dhe ~ berecorded, signed by dthe election dicials and a copy shall

attorneygeneral or a district attornay U.S. attorney for the beconspicuously posted by the inspectors at the polling plaee dur

affectedjurisdiction, a circuit judge for the fatted jurisdiction ing polling hours.

may order that specified materials not be destroyed orsfret (c) After the inspectiominder par(b), on the blanks furnished,

fied recorders, units or compartments not be cleared or erasethay shall certify the condition of each voting machine and its

otherwiseauthorized under this subsection until the couieso  counters. Each form shall be signed by each electidiciaf.

mits. The governor may by order permit the clearing of votingfter the election, one copy of each machsnegrtification shall

machinerecorders on machines neededonduct a special elec be delivered with each copy of the election returns.

tion prior to the time authorized under this subsection, uttess History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 4271979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304

is a demand for recount, notice of an election contest or a contest

or litigation pendingpr a court of record orders that the recordeig30 Appointment of election officials. (1) NUMBER.

not be cleared. Thereshall be 7 inspectors for eapblling place at each election.
History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 85200, 1977 c. 394.53; 1977 . 4271979 c. 260  In municipalities where votingrachines are used, the municipal

$542.94,1979 ¢. 31,328 1983 2. 4845601063, 174 1985 a. 306582, 143 governingbody may reduce the number of inspectors to 5. A

' municipal governing body may provide for the appointment of
7.24 Title to election materials. The filing of anomination additionalinspectors whenever more than one voting machine is

paper ballot application, financial report,fafavit, or otherform  usedor wards are combined under5sl5 (6) (b) A municipal
or statementvith the appropriate fitial or agency responsible governingbody may provide by ordinance for the selection of
for accepting such materials under chto 12 irrevocably trans ~ alternateofficials or the selection of 2 set$ officials to work at
fersthe legal title to such fitial or agencyregardiess of the disf ~ different times on election dayUnless dicials are appointed
ciencyof the filing. The dicial or agency shall retain all electionwithout regard to party &fiation under sub(4) (c), additional
materialsuntil destruction or other disposition is authorized undeifficials shall be appointed isuch a manner that the total number
s.7.23 of officials is an odd number and the predominant party under sub.
History: 1975 c. 931979 c. 89 (2) is represented by one mordical than the other party
) . o . o (2) QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURE. (&) Only election df

7.25 Voting machine officials’ duties. (1) The municipal cjals appointed under this section mapnduct an election.
clerk of each municipality in which voting machines are used gxceptas authorized in §.15 (1) (k) each inspector shall be a
responsiblefor the proper ballot being placed on each machingyaified elector inthe ward for which the polling place is estab
the sample ballots, setting, adjusting, and putting the machingj$hed. Special registration deputies appointed undérss (6)
orderto use in voting when delivered to the ward. For the purpoggqelection oficials serving more than one ward or when neces
of labeling, setting, adjusting and putting tleting machines in  garyto fill a vacancy under pagb) need not be a resident of that
order,one or more competent voting machausstodians may be arq put shall be a resident of the municipali§pecial registra
employed. o ~ tion deputies may bappointed to serve more than one polling

(2) Underthe direction othe municipal clerk, the custodianplace. All officials shall be able to read and write the English lan
shall I_abel _OI' insert, set, adjust, purt order _and deliver the guage’be Capab|e’ be of good understanding, and may not be a
machineswith all necessary furniture and appliances to the roorggndidatefor any ofice to be votedor at an election at which they
wherethe election willbe held for each ward at least one holgerve. In 1st class cities, ’[hey may hold no pub|ﬁmfo’[her than
beforethe time set for opening the polls on election. day notarypublic. Except as authorized under €4b.(c), all inspee

(3) In preparing a voting machine for an election according tors shall be dfliated with one of the 2 recognized political parties
thedirections furnished, theustodian shall arrange the machingvhich received the lgest number of votes for president, or gever
andballot so both will meet all the requirements for voting andor in nonpresidential general election yeanghe ward or com
countingthe election in the manner provided for in maclioe  binationof wards served bhe polling place at the last election.
struction. The party which received the lgest number of votes is entitled

(4) Whena voting machine is properly prepared for an-eleto one more inspector than tiparty receiving the next lgest
tion and delivered to the election waiitlshall be locked and numberof votes at eacholling place. The same electioriiciils
sealedagainst any movement and the governing body or lmfardmay serve the electors of more than one ward where wards are
electioncommissioners shall provide proper protectioprievent combinedunder s5.15 (6) (b) If a municipality is nodivided
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into wards, the wardequirements in this paragraph apply to thenittedas a firschoice nominee. The list shall contain the signa
municipality at lage. ture of thechairperson and secretary of the submitting committee.

(b) Whena vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled Bj cities or villages located in .c.ounties having a population of
appointmenbf the municipaklerk. The vacancy shall be filled morethan 500,000, other than cities where there is a board ef elec
from the remaining names on the lists submitted under(4ubr ~ tion commissioners, the aldermanic distoctvillage committee
from additional names submitted by the chairperson ofdbety manor committeewoman for the ward or wards where each poll
party committee of the appropriate party under ¢dpwhenever ing place is located, if there is one, shall submit a list containing
namesare submitted under suf@) (d). If the vacancy is due to atleast as many names as there are needed appointees for inspec
candidacy,sickness or any other temporary cause, the appoitfir positions from the party represented by the committeaonan
mentshall be a temporary appointment arféetfve only for the committeewoman.For appointments of inspectors in cities and
electionat which the temporary vacancy occurs. The sauaéi-  Villageswhere there is no aldermanic district or village commit
ficationsshall be required of persons who fill vacancieacan- teemanor committeewoman, nominations shall proceed in the
ciesmaybe filled in cases of engency or because of time limita Samemanner asn municipalities located in counties having a
tionsby a person from another aldermanic district or ward withipopulationof 500,000 or less. The list shall be submitted to the
the municipality mayoror president. Except as provided in. ) only thoseper

(c) The governing body of any municipality may requite SOnswhose names are submitted as provided in this paragraph
personsserving as election figials to prove theimbility to read May act as election &tials. The committeeman @ommittee
andwrite English and to have a general knowledge of the electiy@manmay designate any individual whose name is submatied

laws. Examinations mape given to prove the qualifications carf fIrst choice nominee. The list shall contain the signature of the
be met. aldermaniddistrict or village committeeman or committeewoman

or the chairperson of the appropriate committee. Upon submis

(3) TaBuLATORS. (a) Not less than 30 dalgsfore any election ion of each nomines’name, the governing body shaipoint

the governing body or board of election commissioners of a chfirst choice nominee for so long as positions are available
municipality, by resolution, may authorize the municipal clerk less nonapoointment is authorize% un%er @), and shall '
executivedirector of the board of election commissioners to seletf ©> ppointr P - HED A °

and employ tabulators foany election. Such authorizationappo'mOther nominees in its discretion. If any nominee is not

; ; gy : ; ointedthe mayarpresident or chairperson of the municipalit
appliesto the elections specified in the resolution, and if not spe@ﬁg” immetdiatel yrcllol?ﬂinatanother er%on from the appro priatg
fied, applies until the authorization is modified or revoked. lists submitted a);d continue until tﬁe necessar ber%Ff) elgc
(b) The tabulators shall assist and be under the direction of {h&, ofricials from each party is achieved at thatmmeeting.

elec4t|02|nspectors after th; closte. of '.[the poLIs. there is a b (c) For so long as nominees anade available by the political

¢ (I) \PPOINTMENTS. (a) X?n%p In ci 'eS.‘C’i" ere k;ere '3 ah oarfartiesunder this section, appointments may be made only from
of election commissioners, timeayor president or board Chair e jiss of submitted nominees. If the lists are not submitted by
personof each municipality shall nominatettee governing body November30 of the year in which appointments are to be made,

no later than their last regular meeting in December of éach evglis o4 of election commissioners shall appoint, or the mayor
numberedyear the necessary electioriigéls for each polling -, eqjgentor chairperson of a municipality shall nomingteali
place. If no regular meeting is scheduled, thayor president or (E

hairoerson shadiall ial meeting for th ; ¢ i ied persons whoseames have not been submitted. If an firsuf
chairperson shadiall a Special meeung 1or thé purpose of CoNSIGient nymber of nominees appearstba lists as of November 30,

eringnominations no later than December 31. _ theboard of election commissionesisall similarly appoint, or the
(b) The2 dominant parties, under sB), are each responsible mayor, president or chairperson shall similarly nominsii-
for submitting a list of names from which the appointees $ieall cient individuals to fill the remaining vacancies. Any appoint
chosen. mentwhich is made due to the lack of availability of names sub
1. In cities where there & board of election commissionersmitted under par (b) may be made withoutegard to party
the aldermanidistrict committeemen or committeewomen undesffiliation.
s.8.17of each of the 2 dominant recognized political parties shall (g) A party committee oaldermanic district or village com
submita certified list no later than November 30 of each evengitteemanor committeewoman under .17 may submitaddi
numberedyear containing the names of at least as many electgghal names for inclusion in its listf nominations under this sec
asthere are inspectors from thirty for each of the voting wardstion at any time for the purpose of filling vacancies that occur
in the aldermanic district. The chairperson may designate &fltinga term of dice. Howeveran appointment need at no time
individual whose name is submitted as a fosbicenominee. pe delayed because of the lack of availabitifyparty nominees.
Theboard of election commissioners shall appoint, no later than(e) If an appointing authority believes that, for good cause, it
December31 of even—numbered years, at least 5 inspectors ouldnot appoint an individual whose name is submitted as
eachward. The board of election commissioners shall appoint choice nominee under pab), it may request the board to
first choice nominees for so long as positions are available, unl Sthorize nonappointment pTItne;ardmgy pgrmit nonappoint

nonappointments authorized under paie), and shall appoint P -
otherindividuals in its discretion. The board of election commisgﬁﬂgﬁtfyan individual for cause demonstrated by an appointing

sionersmay designate such alternates as it deems advisable. . )
(5) OatH oF ofFrice. Within 5 days after appointment of the

2. In municipalities other than cities awtlages located in electionofficials the municipal clerk shall give each appointee
countieshaving apopulation of more than 500,000, the Comm'tnotice. The appointees shall file thefiofal oath with the muniei

teesorganized under 8.17 from each of the 2 dominaparties L olerk within 10 d fter th i fth tice. ADBO
undersub.(2) shall submit a list containing at leastmany names P& © erf."W' In LU days a ehr elma_u 'n%fjl ﬁ nﬁ ice. fFl’pé"n
asthere are needed appointees from that paftye list shalbe tﬁesto ;] v;cfanme&r any other ebecltllon 'ﬁ ‘ﬂ’ o ashnot Ieh q
submittedby the chairperson of each of the@mmittees to the '€ 0ath, before receiving any ballots, shall sign the oath an
returnit to the municipal clerk. An inspect@fter taking th@ath,

mayor, president or chairperson thfe municipality If commit dminist th ired t duct lecti
tees are ganized in subdivisions of a cjtthelist shall be sup M3y administer any oath required to conduct an election.

mitted through the chairperson of the city committee. If there js (6) OFFICETENURE. (&) The appointed electiorfiofals shall

no municipal committee, the list shall be submitted by the ehalftold office for 2 years and until their successors are appointed and
person of the county or legislative district committee. Except @galified. They shall serve at every election held in their vere
providedin par (c), only those persons submitted by the chairpeing their term of dfice.

sonof each committee under&17may act as electionfifials. (b) Prior to the first election following theppointment of the
The chairperson may designate any individual whose namis inspectorsthe inspectors at each polliptace shall elect one of
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their number to act as chief inspectdrhe chief inspector shall employemeed not pay wages to an employee for time not worked
hold the position for the remainder of the term, except that whemhile the employee is serving as an electidiciaf.

everwards are combined or separated undérls (6) (b) the History: 1977 ¢.398 1979 c. 26(.44; Stats. 1979 s. 7.33987 a. 11; 1987 a.
inspectorsshall elect a new chief inspectdf a vacancy occurs 391ss.37m 41g 41r, 1989 a. 56.259, 1995 a. 27

in the position of chief inspectahe municipal clerk shall appoint L , . . .
oneof the other inspectors to fill the vacancy 7.36 Chief inspector’s duties. Subject to the supervisiaf

the municipal clerk oexecutive director of the board of election
commissionersthe chief inspector shall direct the conduct of
h%?tivitiesassigned to the inspectors at the polling place. The chief
Inspectorshall refer any question as to the proper procedure to be

(c) If any election dfcial lacks the qualifications set forth in
this section, fails to attend training sessions required undet’s.
(1) (e)unless excused therefrom, is guilty of neglecting his or
official duties or commits &€ial misconduct, the municipal clerk 8 - X ) b -
or board of election commissioners shalmmarily remove the €MPloyedin carrying out the inspectors’ dutiesthe municipal

official from office and the vacancy shall be filled under s@. CleTk or executive director
(b). History: 1985 a. 304

History: 1971 c. 2421971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1971 c. 3361973 c. 280334 f .
1975¢. 93101, 1977 c. 394427, 447, 1979 ¢. 89260, 355 1983 a. 183484 538  /-3/ Inspectors’ duties. (1) ADJOURNTO ANOTHER LOCA-
1985a. 131s.3; 1985 a. 304332 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192359 1995 a. 16.2;1997  TION. Whenever it becomes impossible or inconvenient to hold an

a.127,1999 a. 182 electionat the designated location, thespectors, after assem
bling at or as near the designated polling place as practiantle
beforereceiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest convenient

Splacefor holding the election. Thaspectors shall make a procla
mationof the move and a law enforcemerftaar or other proper

Spersondesignated by the municipal clerk shall be stationed at or
asnear as possible to the place where the adjournment was made,
to notify all electors othe place to which the election adjourned.

7.32 Change of election official numbers. Notwithstand
ing s.7.30 (1) the governing body or board of election commi
sionersof any municipality may by resolutioeduce the number
of election oficials and modify or rescind any similar previou
action. No such action may reduce the number fitiais at a
polling place to less than 3.

History: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 26G.46; Stats. 1979 s. 7.32983 a. 4841985 a.

304 At the new location the inspectors shall immediately proceed with
the election.
7.33 Service as an election official. (1) In this section: (2) PRESERVEORDER. Theinspectors shall possess full author

(a) “Employee” has the meaning given undet®..01 (3) ity to maintain order and to enforce obedience to their lawful com
(b) “Employer” has the meaning given undet®1.01 (4) mands during the election and the canvass of the votes. They shall
(c) “Stateagency” has the meaning given undezas001 (1) permitonly one person in a votirgpoth at a time and shall prevent

andincludes arauthority created under c231, 232, 2330r234. &Y persrc])n from taking notice of how anothﬁr perhso”n h"]‘}S voted,
(2) Serviceas an election &i€ial under thischapter shall be exceptwhen assistance is given undeg.82 They shall enforce

mandatoryupon all qualified electors appointed, during the qu'S'SS(S) and prevent electioneering from taking place in viola

) .__tion of s.12.03 If any person refuses to obey the landam
2-yearterm, after which they shdlle exempt from further service : L : .
asan election dicial, under this chapteuntil 3 terms of 2 years mandsof an inspeciororis disorderly in the presence or hearing

eachhave elapsed. Municipal clerks may grant exemptions fro%the Inspectors, interrupts or disturbs the proceedingspagy
serviceat any time. orderany law enforcement fi€er to remove the person from the

voting area or to take the person into custody

(3) Every employer shall grant to each employee who is 3) G | diately before th |
appointedo serve as an electiorfiofal a leave ofabsence for the . (3) CHECKBALLOT BOXES. mmediately betore the proclama
entire 24-hour period of each electiatay in which the dicial tion that th_e polls are open teéction inspectors shall open each

SEallot box in the presence of the people assembled there, turn the

servesn his or her dfcial capacity An employee who serves a . -
an election dfcial shall provide his or her employer with at leasP?*€Supside down so as empty them of everything that may be

7 days’ notice of application for a leave. The municipal clerk shiSideand therlock them. The ballot boxes shall remain locked
verify appointments upon request of any employer andshall not be reopened until the polls close for the purpose of

- counting the ballots therein.

(4) Eachstate agency shall, upon proper applicatioler . ) o
sub.(3), permit each of its employees to servaaelection df- (4) BALLOTING PROCEDURE. At polling places which utilize
cial without loss of fringe benefits or seniority privileges earng@fPerballots or electronic voting systems in which ballots are dis
for scheduled working hours during the period specified in sufiPutedto electors, 2 inspectors shall be assigned to takgehar
(3), and without loss of pay for scheduled working hours durir®f the oficial ballots. They shall write their initials on the back
the period specified in sulf3) except as provided in sufs), and Of €ach ballot and deliver to each elector as he or she enters-the vot
shallnot impose any other penalty uponeanployee who serves ing booth one ballot properly endorsed by eacthefn. Where
asan election dfcial. paperballots are used, the inspectors shall fold dmlot in the
{)ropermanner to be deposited before delivering it toeleetor
f

5) Any employee of thestate who obtains a paid leave o - :
(5) Any employ b asked, inspectors may instruct any eleatoto the proper man

absencén order to serve as an electioffi@él under s.7.30shall ' . .
certify in writing tothe head of the state agency by which he or sﬁgr of marking or punching the ballot, but they may not give
is employed the amount of compensatitat the employee 2dViCe, suggestions, express any preferences or make any
receivesfor such service. Upon receipt of the certification, thduestsas to the person for whom, the question on which or the
head of the state agency shall deduct that amount from tR&!loton which the elector shall vote.

employee’spay earned for scheduled working hours dutime (5) ImproPERCONDUCT. Any election diicial who intention
periodspecified in sub(2) when the employee is on a paid leavally fails to properly indorsa ballot or who intentionally gives an

of absence. electora ballot not properly indorsed shall be removed as an elec

(6) Eachemployer other than a state agency shall, ypoper tion official.
applicationunder sub(3), permit each of its employees to serve (6) ATTACH STICKERS. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a nomi
as an election &tial without loss of fringe benefits or seniority nationafter the ballots have been printed and stickers are provided
privilegesearned for scheduled working hours during the periathders.7.38or 8.35 (2) the inspectors shall, at the direction of
specifiedin sub.(3), and shall not impose any other penalty upatihe municipalclerk, properly apply the stickers to théi@él bal
an employee who serves as an electioficiall, exceptthe lots before endorsement.
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(7) REGISTRATION AND POLL LISTS. Two inspectors shall be tion of an election, except a candidate at that election. The chief
assignedo have chage of the registration or poll lists at each elednspector may reasonably limit the number of persons represent
tion. ing the same ganization who are permitted to observe an-elec

(8) ELECTRONICVOTING SYSTEMS. Prior to the opening of the tion at the same time.
polling place, wherever electronic votisgstems employing vot (2) Thechief inspector may restrict the location of any indi
ing devices are usethe inspectors shall place the voting devicegdual exercising the right under suli) to certainareas within a
in position for voting and examine them to see that they aregalling place. The chief inspector shall clearly designate such an
properworking order and that they have the correct ballot labedseaasan observation area. Designated observation areas shall be
by comparing them with the sample ballots. S0 positioned to permit any authorized individual to readily

(9) PosTINGSAMPLEBALLOTS. Two sample ballots sent by theobserveall public aspects of the voting process.
municipalclerk shall be posted by the inspectors near the entrancg3) The chief inspector may order the removal of any individ
to the polling place for public inspection throughout the. day ual exercising the right under sufd) if that individual commits

(10) CHALLENGED ELECTORS. If any person is challenged foran overt act which:

causetheinspectors shall proceed under&82 and6.925and (a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place; or
with the aid of other provisions of dhas appear applicable, shall  (b) Violates s12.03 (2)
resolvethe challenge. (4) An individual exercising the right under siih) may not

(11) SpoiLep BALLOTS. Any spoiled ballot returned to anview any records to which access by obserispsohibited under
inspectorunders.6.80 (2) (c)shall be immediately destroyed bys. 7.39 (5). Theinspectors shall disclose to such an individual,
oneof the inspectors. uponrequest, the existence of confidential recapiscified in s.

(12) Canvassers. Theelection inspectors shall constitute the’.39(5) and the information required to be provided to observers
boardof canvassers of their polling place and in that capacity shafiders. 7.39 (5).
performthe duties under §.51, except as otherwise designated NOTE: Section 7.39 wasepealed by1999 Ws. Act 182 Corrective legisla
by the municipal clerk under s5.85and5.86 tion is pending.

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1975¢. 851977 c. 4271979 c. 260811,355 1981 History: 1989 a. 1921999 a. 491999 a. 156672 1999 a. 182

c.391; 1983 a. 484568, 60, 711073, 172 (3) 1985 a. 3041989a. 1921999 a, 182

) o ) CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERIFICATION
7.38 Vacancies after nomination. (1) Except as provided
in sub.(4), after the death of a candidate nominated for a partisas0 Elector intent. (1) REQUIREMENTSAND RESTRICTIONS.
office, either in a primary or wheno primary is required under (a) Except as provided in .15 (6) only ballotsprovided by the
s.8.50 (3) (b) the vacancy may be filled by the candidaslit-  personauthorizedo have them printed shall be cast and counted
cal party In the case of countffices, the vacancy shall be filled in any election.
by the chairperson of theounty committee. If no county commit  (h) When an elector casts more votes for afig@br measure
teeexists, the vacancghall be filled by the chairperson of the statghanhe or she is entitled to cast at an election, all the electotes
committee. For other dices, the vacancy shall fitled by the  for that ofice ormeasure are invalid and the elector is deemed to
chairpersorof the stateommittee. The appropriate chairpersopayevoted fornone of them, except as provided in f@rand sub.
shallfile with the oficial or agency with whom nominatiguapers (2) (d). If an elector casts less votes for arficefor measure than
arefiled for the ofice a certificate signed, certified and sworn te or she igntitledto cast at an election, all votes cast by the elec
the same as an original nominatipaper The certificate shall {or shall be counted but no vote shall be counted more than once.
statethe cause of the vacandiie name of the new nominee and .y ¢ 4 elector casts more than one vote for the same candidate

the office for which the nomination is made. A political party may, - ihe same dite, the first vote is valid and the remaining votes
notnominate aandidate for an fite for which no person repre ,.invalid

sentingthat party has filed nomination papers ardeclaration of (d) Whenever an electronic voting system is used at a polling

candidacy. o ) i ?Iacein a partisan primarand the same ballot igilized to cast

(2) The certificate shall be filed within 4 days of the date ofstesfor candidates of morthan one recognized political party
notification of the vacancy and shall have the sarfeeeis origi o candidates of a party and independent candidates, if an elector
nal nomination papers. __ designates preference for a party or for independent candidates,

(3) If the vacancy occurs after ballots have been printed in asily votes cast within that preference category may be counted.
county or municipality the chairperson of the committee filling |f an elector does not designatpreference and makes a mark or
thevacancy shall supply the municipal clerk with stickers contaigunchor afixes asticker opposite candidates of more than one
ing the name of the new nominee anlyhe stickers may be no recognizedpolitical party or opposite a candidatethe indepen
largerthan the space provided on the ballot for the original eandientcandidates’ column and a candidat@oécognized political
date’sname and dice. party, no votes cast by the elector for any candidate for partisan

(4) Therecan be no vacancy in nomination prior to a party proffice are valid. ‘dtesfor other candidates and votes on ballot
mary, except when no primary is required unde8.S0 (3) (0)  questionsijf any, shall be counted if otherwise valid.

(5) In the event of failure to file the name @fcurrent state  (2) AscerRTAINMENTOF INTENT. All ballots cast at an election
chairpersonas required under 8.17 (12) the board may not rec which bear the initials of 2 inspectors shall be counted for the per
ognizethe state committee fahe purpose of filling vacancies son or referendum question for whom or fahich they were

undersub.(1). intended so far as the electors’ intent can be ascertained from the
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 3341975 c. 93200, 1977 c. 34p427,1979  ballotsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply with

c.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911993 a. 1841999 a. 182 otherprovisions of chs5to 12, To determine intent:

7.40 Sample ballots. Any individual,committee or candi  (2) Ata general electiorif the elector places a mark, symbol

date,at their own expense, subjectlifmitations upon contribu  OF sticker or punchea hole under a party designation at the head
tionsand disbursementsider ch11, may print a supply of sam Of & column in or neahe space indicated for that purpose, itis a
ple ballots, provided they bear on thdace the information Votefor all the candidates whose nanaggpear in the marked or

requiredby s.11.30 (2)and they contain all the names shown oRuUnchedcolumn except as otherwise provided in this paragraph.
the official ballot. It a name is stricken, it is not a vote for that candidate. If a name

History: 1987 a. 39%.46m is written in, it is a vote for tharrite—in candidate. If a sticker is
attachedt is a vote for the candidate whose name appears on the
7.41 Public’s right to access. (1) Any member of the pub sticker. If in some other column there is a mark or punch in the
lic may be present at any polling place for the purpose of obsersquare to the right of a specific candidateame or at the place
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designateabn the ballot for marking or punching a vote fapg  date whose name is written in for théiaa of vicepresident of the
cific candidate for the sam€fiog, it is a vote for that speciftarr ~ United States. The failure of an elector to wiitdhe name of a
didateand no vote may be counted for the candidate for the sacamdidatefor the ofice of governor or lieutenant governor on the
office in the column marked or punched for a straight party voigeneralelection ballot does not invalidate the eletamote for
(b) A ballot cast without any marks, stickers or punches majy candidate whose name is written in for dffice of governor
not be counted. A ballot without a mark or punch at the top oPklieutenant governor alone.
party column may be counted onigr persons for whom marks  (im) If an elector votes for an independent candidate for the
or punches are applicable. office of governor or lieutenant governor but does not vote for any
(c) If an elector marks a ballot with a crog6 }, or anyother ;:anduilate as a running matt;,\hof th?t can?lgattehforlﬂmetof l'ﬁu’” b
o ' enantgovernor or governpthe vote cast by the elector shall be
mgrlis:aﬁ l, n,1A \/or, /hz/, +I- Wlt\l’,l\;:‘; htimet?]quare to ﬂ;“:? qu[nt Orf] a nﬁan recordedas a vote cast for bothfioes and shall not be cumulated
o aegrss'r? diceéti?\ aar}/iﬁtgﬁl% ot for thfggggi dgte i'?is : vgtewith a vote cast by any other elector for the same candidate for the
foprpthe clandidategwhose name it is opposite ’ sameoffice jointly with any vote cast faa running mate of that
(cm) Any apparent erasure of a ma?E e t.to the name ofa Cgﬁndidate. If an elector votefor independent candidates for the
) y Su X i j ices of governor and lieutenant governtire vote cast by the
didatemay not be counted as a vote for that candidate if the ele@Rictorshall not be cumulated with a vote cast by any other elector

makes another mark next to the name of omease diferent can  for one but not both ahe candidates for whom the elector casts
didatesfor the same dite and counting of the mark would resultyis or her vote.

in an excess number of votes cast for trieaf () If an elector writes in or pastes a stickettia position for

(d) If an elector writes a perssmame in the proper space for, office, it is a vote for that éite, even if the elector writes in or
write—in candidates for an fige, it is a vote for the person writtenthe sticker indicates the name of afdient ofice.

in for the ofice indicated, regardless of whether the elector strikes g, 1977 ¢. 107272 427 1979 ¢. 89311, 328 1981 c. 37%5.20, 22 1981

the names appearing in the same column for the safioe,0br c. 3911983 a. 1831983 a. 4845.75,172 (3) 1985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 192
placesa mark or punch by the same or atlyer name for the same359 1991 a. 3161999 a. 6

office, or omits placing a mark qrunch to the right of the name

writtenin. If an elector is permitted to vote for more than one caf->1 Local board of canvassers. (1) CANVASS PROCE
didatefor the same dice in an election and casts one or morBURE. Immediately after the polls close the inspectors shail pro
write—in votes which, when added to the votes castémdidates C€€dto canvass publicly all votes received at the polling place. In
whosenames appear on the ballot, exceed the number of voi&¥ municipality where an electronic voting system is used, the
authorizedto be cast for the fife, the write—in votes shall be Municipal governing body or board of election commissioners
countedand the votes for candidates whose names appear onzgﬁ’% provide or authorize the municipal clerk or executive director
ballot may not be counted, unless there are more write—in vofidNe board of election commissioners to provatehe adjourn

than votes authorized to be cast, in which caseabes may be mentof the canvass to one or more central counting locatwns
countedfor the ofice. ' specifiedpolling places in the manner prescribed in subichof

N ite—in vote shall b ded as defective due & ch.5. No central counting location may be used to count votes at

(€) No write=in vote shall be regarded as defective due t M5, ina nlace where an electronic voting systsmot employed.

spellinga candidate name, or by abbreviation, addition, OMist,q ¢4 nyass, whether conductedrat polling place or at the cen

sion or use of a wrong initial in the name. Every vote shall B¢, "o, nting'location, shall continue without adjournment until

countedfor the candidate for whom it was intendiéthe electols o -anyass is completed and the refstatements are made. The

intentcan b? ascerta{ned from the ‘?a“Ot |tself.' inspectorsshall not permit access to the name of any elector who
(f) If a sticker applied téhe ballot lists a candidagename and hasobtained a confidential listing undei6s47 (2)during the can

the office which the candidate seeks, it is a vote for the nafgss except as authorized in&A47 (8)

appearingon the sticker even the sticker does not contain a box (2) TALLYING. (a) The inspectors shall first compare the poll

or the elector omits the cross to tight of the name, or makes ., raqisiration lists, correcting any mistaketil the poll or regis

crossin another column for a candidate for the sanfieef If & i jists agree. The chief inspector and the inspectors who are
stickeris pasted over the name of any candidate printed on the lp ponsiblefor recordingelectors under .79 shall verify the

lot, it is a vote for the candidate shown on the sticker but no v ; P
’ . ; : - rectnes®f the poll or registration lists after tipells close b
may be counted for theandidate over which the sticker is paste ch signing theifname thgereto. Where baIIotgeare distribu){ed to
Only stickers appearing on the face of the ballot may be countggh o< the inspectors shathen open the ballot box and remove
~ (9) In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of aind count the number of ballots therein without examination
individual on a ballot other than the one on which that |nd|V|dUaléxceptas is necessary to ascertain that each is a single déllot.
nameis shownas a candidate, the write-in vote may not bg or more ballots are folded together so as to appear as alshgle
counted. lot, the inspectors shall lay them aside until the count is-com
(h) In the general election or a partisan special electionpketed;and if, after a comparison of the coanid the appearance
write—in vote may not be counted fany candidate if the candi of the ballots it appears to a majority of the inspectors that the bal
date’sname appears on thdiofal ballot, except a write—in vote lots folded together were voted by the same person they may not
castfor the same dite under which the candidaseame appears be counted but the inspectors shall mark thento the reason for
if no other similar name appears on the ballot for afiyeof removal,setthem aside and carefully preserve them. The inspec
(hm) In a nonpartisan primary or election using votingorsshall then proceed under pds).
machinesf an elector is permitted to vote for more than one eandi (b) When during the counting of the ballots cast at an election
datefor thesame dfce, a write—in vote may not be counted if thea majority of theinspectors find that a ballot is so defective that
voteis cast for a candidate whose name appears on thefballothey cannot determine with reasonable certainty for whom it was
thatoffice. cast,they shall so mark the ballot and preserve it. The inspectors
(i) The failure by an elector to write ihe name of a candidateshall not count the vote cast on the ballot for afig@for which
for the ofice of vice president of the United States on the genetlRy determine the ballot to be defective.
electionballot does not invalidate the electvote for any candi (c) Whenever the number of ballots exceeds the number-of vot
datewhose name is written in for thefiok of president of the ing electors as indicated on the poll or registration listjritbpee
United States. The failure of an elector to wiitehe name of a torsshall place all ballots face updbeck for blank ballots. In this
candidatefor the ofice of president of the United States on thearagraph;blank ballot” means ballot on which no votes are
generalelection ballot invalidates the elec®wote for any candi castfor any ofice or question. The inspectashall mark, lay
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asideand preserve any blank ballots. If the number of ballots stilatthe container cannot be opened without breattiegseals or
exceedghe number of voting electors, the inspectors shall plateks, or destroying the containel he inspectors shall deliver the
all ballotsface down and proceed to check for the initials. THeallotsto the municipal clerk in the container
inspectorsshall mark, lay aside and preserve any ballot not bear (b) For ballots which relate ontp municipal or school district
ing the initials of 2inspectors or any absentee ballot not bearingfices or referenda, the inspectors, in lieu of. &), aftercount
theinitials of the municipal clerk. During the count the inspectoifig the ballots shall return them to the proper ballot boxes, lock the
shall count those ballots cast by challenged electors the aamgoxes paste paper over the slots, sign theimes to the paper and
the other ballots. deliverthem and the keys therefor to the municipal or schoel dis

(d) The inspectors shall keep a written statement, in duplicatéct clerk. The clerk shall retain the ballatstil destruction is
of the number of ballots set aside and the number of defective lzaithorizedunder s7.23
lots and challenged ballots. The statement shall contain a recordc) Where voting machines are used, as soon as the count is
of the reasons for setting aside each ballot and the reasons wépleteand fully recorded, thiaspectors shall seal, close and
eachdefective or challenged ballot is defective or challengé® |ock the machine, aremove the record so it cannot be voted on
inspectorsshall certify thathe statement is correct, sign it, anGr tampered with. They shall then proceed to separately canvass
attachit to the tally sheets. andreturn any paper ballots voted undeb 40 (3)to (6). The

(e) If, after any ballots have been laid aside rthmber of bal inspectorsshall count the challenged ballots the same as other bal
lots still exceeds the total number of electors recorded on the regids. Upon completion of theanvass, the inspectors shall return
tration or poll list, the inspectors shall separate the absentee batloepaper ballots in a separate envelope marked “Paper Ballots”.
from the other ballots. If there is an excess number of absertde inspectors shall place thecord of write—in votes cast on the
ballots,the inspectors shall place the absentee ballots in the bafl@chinesn an envelope marked “hite-In \otes”. The inspec
box and one ofhe inspectors shall publicly and without examinaors shall return thgaper ballots and write—in votes along with
tion draw therefrom by chance the numbéballots equal to the any printed voting record produced by the voting machines to the
excessumber of absentee ballots. thiere is an excess numberclerk under par(a) or (b) or to the board of electiacommission
of other ballots, the inspectors shall place those ballots in the l&k. The inspectors shall place the envelopes and printed voting
lot box and one of the inspectors shall publicly and withowtcord in a properly sealed bag or contaiimaticating the ward
examinationdraw therefrom bychance the number of ballotsor wards and county
equal to the excess number of those ballots. All balkts  (d) All absentee certificate envelopes which have been opened
removedmay not be counted but shall be specially markd@®s shall be returned by the inspectors to the municipal clerk in a
ing been removed by the inspectors on original canvass dure t&ecurelysealed carrier envelope which is clearly marked “used
excessiumber of ballots, set aside and preserved. When the nigBsenteeertificate envelopes”. The envelopes shall be signed by
berof ballots and total shown on the poll or registration list agre@e chief inspector and 2 other inspectors. Except when the ballots
theinspectors shall return all ballots to be counted to the ballot bg#e used in a municipal or school district election,dhiymunick
andshall turn the ballot box in such manner as to thoroughly mpgl clerk shall transmit the used envelopes to the county clerk.
theballots. The inspectors shall then open, count and réigerd 4y AnounceanD REPORT. (@) The tally sheets shall state the
numberof votes. When theallots are counted, the inSpectorg,a| numper of votes cast for eactiioé andfor each individual
shall separate them into piles for ballots similarly voted. Objeggcejyingvotes for that dice, whether or not the individual
tionsmay be made to placement of ballots in the pitehe time 3 meappears on the ballot, astall state the vote for and against
the separation is made. o eachproposition voted on. Upon completion of the tally sheets,

(f) If corrected ballots are distributed unde$82 (3)or7.10  theinspectorsshall immediately complete inspectors’ statements
(3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots may be countedifpgiuplicate. The inspectors shall state the excess by whech
any office or referendum in which the original ballotsfeiiffrom  numberof ballots exceeds the numlmrelectors voting as shown
the corrected ballots. by the poll or registration list, if angnd shall state the number of

(g) Immediately after the polls close, where votingchines thelast elector as shown by thegistration or poll lists. At least
are used, the inspectors shall open the registering or recordBgnspectors, including the chief inspector and, undsstion
compartment®r remove the recoraf the votes cast and shall ean officials are appointed undera30 (4) (cwithout regard to party
vass,record, announce and return on the tally sheetsentifi- affiliation, at least one inspector representing each political,party
catesfurnished. In recording the votes registered on any coungtrall then certify to the correctness of the statements and tally
which, before theopening of the polls, did not register 000, theheetsand sign their names. All othelection oficials assisting
inspectorsshall upon the return sheets subtract the numgggs ~ with the tally shall also certify to the correctnestheftally sheets.
teredbefore the polls opened from the number registered when Waenthe tallyis complete, the inspectors shall publicly announce
polls closed. The diérencebetween the 2 numbers is the corredhe results from the statements.
vote for the candidate whose name was represented by thqb) The chief inspectoor one of the inspectors appointed by
counter,exceptif the number registered on the counter when them or her immediately after the votes are tabulated or counted
polls closed is smaller than the numbsegistered thereon whenat each election, shall report the returns of the election to the
the polls opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the numighicipal clerk or to the schodlistrict clerk for school district
registeredvhen the polls closed, before the subtraction is madsiections except in 1st class cities. The clerk shall then nitadce

(h) Where a voting machine is used which produces a writtegturnspublic.
recordof the total votes cast for each candidate or referendum, thgs) Returns. The inspectors shall make full and accurate
written record shall be presumed correct without reference to thgurnof the votes cast for each candidate and proposition on tally
total shown on the recorder in making its original statemer§heetblanks provided by the municipal clefér the purpose.
unlessan error in the record is clearly apparent or unless a-cargichtally sheeshall record the returns for eacfiic or referen
dateat the election, or in the canvass of a referendum an ele@gm by ward, unless combined returns are authorized in accord
who voted at the referendum, requests that the machine be vievggbewith s.5.15 (6) (b)in which casehe tally sheet shall record

(3) SecurinG THE BALLOTS. (a) The inspectors shall placethereturns for each grougf combined wards. After recording the
togetherall ballots counted by them which relate to any nationalptes,the inspectors shall seal ncarrier envelope outside the
stateor county dfice or any state, county or technical college didallot bag or container one inspectors’ statement under(4ub.
trict referendum and secure them together so that they cannofd)eone tally sheet and one poll or registration list for delivery to
untied or tampered with without breaking the seal. The secur#te county clerk, unlesthe election relates only to municipal or
ballotstogether with any ballots marked “Defective” shall then bechooldistrict ofices or referenda. The inspectors shall also-simi
secureddy the inspectors in the ballot container in such a manrarly sealone inspectors’ statement, one tally sheet and one poll
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or registration list for delivery to the municipal clerkor school the2nd Tuesday in April. The board of canvassers shall prepare
district elections, except in 1st class cities, the inspecbal a statement showing the results of each election foramyicipal
similarly seal one inspectors’ statement, one tally sheet and @ffice and each municipal referendum. After each primary for
poll or registration list for delivery to the school district clerk. Thgunicipal offices, theboard of canvassers shall prepare a state
inspectorsshall immediatelydeliver all ballots, statements, ta“ymentcertifying the namesf those persons who have won nemi
sheetslists and envelopes to the municipal clerk. The municipahtionto office. After each other election for a municipafia

clerk shall arrange for delivery of aliallots, statements, tally andeach municipal referendum, the board of canvassers shall pre
sheetslists and envelopes relating to a school district election §e4 determination showing the namshe persons who are
the school district clerk. The mumupdbrk shall deliver the bal electedto each municipal fite andthe results of each municipal

lots, statements, tally sheets, lists and envelopesifoor her ot enqum. The board of canvassesisall file each statement and
munIC|paI|ty relating to any counpechnical college district, eterminatiorin the ofice of the municipal clerk or board of elec
stateor national election to the county clerk by 2 p.m. on the d n commissioners

following each such election. The person delivering the retur . .
shallbe paid out of the municipaieasury Each clerk receiving ~ (3) SCHOOLDISTRICTELECTIONS. (&) Ina common, union high
ballots, statements, tally sheets envelopes shall retain themor unified school district, the school district clerk shall appoint 2
until destruction is authorized undei7s23 (1) qualified electors of the school district prior to the date of the elec
(6) ELECTRONICVOTING SYSTEMs. The procedure faranvass  tion being canvassedho shall, with the school district clerk,
ing of votes cast at polling places utilizing an electronic votingPnstitutethe school district board @lanvassers. If the school
systemin which ballots are distributed to electstsall follow the district clerk is acandidate at the election being canvassed, the
proceduredfor canvassing paper ballots insofar as applicable, agdher2 members of the board of canvassers shall designate a 3rd
the procedure for canvassing of votes cast at polling places utiligemberto serve in lieu of the clerk for that election. The school
ing an electronic voting machirghall follow the procedure for district clerk shall appoint a member to fill any other temporary
canvassingf mechanical voting machines insofar as applicableacancyon the board of canvassers. The canvass shall begin as
exceptas otherwise provided in €85t05.89 soonas possible after receipt of the returns, and shall continue,
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 291977 c. 394.53; 1977 c. 427447, without adjournmentuntil completed. The board of canvassers
%27?{'12762‘35(3-)3%‘;% B o e A1 1ahe . 2ol o5 185s  Mayreturn defective retumns to the municipal boardafvassers
a.399 1997 a. 1271999 a. 49182 in the manner provided in .60 (3) The board of canvassers
shall prepare a written statement showing the numbers of votes
7.53 Municipal canvass. (1) MUNICIPALITIES WITH ONE  castfor each person for eachiioé and for and against eaghes
POLLING PLACE. Where themunicipality constitutes one ward ortion and shall prepare a determination showing the names of the
combinesall wards to utilize a single polling placeder s5.15  personavho are elected to the school board and the resudtsyof
(6) (b), the canvass shall be conducted publicly undéisdand  schooldistrict referendum. Following each primary electibw,
the inspectors shall act as the municipal boarcc@fivassers. poarqof canvassers shall prepare a statement certifying the names
Upon completion of the canvass and ascertainroétite results ¢ the nersons who have won nomination to the school board.
by the inspectors, the clesall publicly read the names of thez, o gtatement and determination shall be attested by each of the

personsvoted for and the number of votes for each person for e )
municipaloffice, the namesf the persons declared by the inspeca:C vassersThe board of canvassers shall file each statement and

torsto have won nomination or election to each municipite®f determinationin the school districbffice. The school district

andthe number of votes cast for and against each municipal refdfrk shall certify nominations after each primary and issue certif
endumquestion. ICatesof election to persons who are elected to the school board

(2) MUNICIPALITIES WITH 2ORMOREWARDS. (a) Except as pro aftereach election in the manner F’ro‘_"ded n 5{149): )
videdin par (c), the municipal board of canvassers for municipal (b) In a 1st class city school district, the municipal board of
electionsin each municipality utilizing more than one pollingt@nvassersr election commissioners shektermine the results
placeshall be composed of the municipal clerk and 2 other-qualif school district elections and referenda and shall file a written
fied electors of the municipality appointed by the clerk. The mergtatementind determination of the results feach election and
bersof the board of canvassers shall serve for 2—-year tesms referendurrin the ofice of the city clerk or board of election com
mencingon January 1 of each odd—numbered yearept that any missioners. The board of election commissioners or city clerk
membemwho is appointed to fill a permanent vacancy séeive shall certify nominations after each primaapd issue certificates
for the unexpired term of the original appointee. If the municipef election to persons who are elected to the bosdhool diree
clerk’s office is vacant, if the clerk cannot perform his ordhaties tors after each election in the manner provided in §ip.
or if the clerk is a candidate at an election being canvassed, th?4) CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. As soon as the deadline forfil

e o ttms sy o e i oo g  peiion foraecounthas passed. the munical cek sl
lieu gf the clerk forqthat election. If any other mer%be)rloﬂihard Ssue prqr_nptly a certificate of e!ectlon.to each person (_ale_cted to
of canvassers is a candidate at the election being canvasseu"’lrtlllfénL"?'(T\'palII ?f'cke' hV\ﬁhen a valid Set'.tf'.on for? rleco_untfls flLed,
clerk shall appoint another qualified elector of the municipality (€ municipal clerk shall not issue thertificate of election for the
temporarilyfill the vacancy office in question until the recount has been completed and the
S . time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed until

(c) In cities of more than 500,000 population, the board of el fe appeal is decided

tion commissioners shall act as the board of canvassers. app )
. o History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1977 c. 290427, 447, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 314

(cm) If one or more temporary vacancies on thenicipal 1983a. 183484 1985 a. 2251985 a. 304s.93, 155 1987 2391 1989 a. 1921995
boardof canvassers reduces the number of members to less tha#s.2; 1999 a. 182
3, the municipal clerk shall appoint a member to fill each vagancy
exceptin cities of more than 500,000 population. In cities of moré54 Contested elections. In all contested election cases,
than 500,000 population, the executive director of the board tfe contesting parties have the right to have the ballots opened and
electioncommissioners shall serve asnamber of the board of to have all errors ofhe inspectors, either in counting or refusing
canvasserto fill a temporary vacancy on that board. to count any ballot, corrected by the board of canvassers or court

(d) The municipal board of canvassers shall publicly canvagecidingthe contest. The ballots and related materials may be
thereturns of every municipal election. The canvass &legin openedonly in open session of the boartcanvassers or in open
within 24 hours after the polls close. At the spring election, tleeurtand in the presence of thdiofl having custody of them.
boardof canvassers shall publicly declare the results on or beforgistory: 1983 a. 484
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7.60 County canvass. (1) KeeporricEOPEN. On election thenumber of votes cast for each person; and the number of votes

night the county clerk shall keep the clerkfice open to receive castfor and against any question submitatc referendum. The

reportsfrom the ward inspectors and shall post all returns.  boardof canvassers shall use one copy of each duplicate statement
(2) CoUNTY BOARD OF CANVASSERS. The county clerk an@l o report to the elections board, technical colldigtrict board or

qualified electors of the county appointed the clerk constitute boardof canvassers of any other couatyd shall file the other

the county board of canvassers. The members of the board-of @atementn the ofice of the county clerk or board of election

vassersshall serve for 2-year terms commencing on January 1Gfmmissioners.

each odd—numbered yearexcept that any member who is (b) The board of canvassers shall then prepare a written deter

appointedo fill a permanent vacancy shall serve for the unexpiredination,in duplicate where necessagjving thenames of the

termof the original appointee. One member of the board of cgsersonselected to any countyfide and toany municipal judge

vassersshall belong to a politicglarty other than the clesk’ If  ship if the judge is elected undei7§5.01 (4)andcandidategor

the county clerks ofice is vacant, if the clerk cannot perform highatjudgeship file nomination papers in that coufitye board of

or her duties or if the clerk is a candidate at an election lneing canvassershall likewise prepare a written determinat&ow

vassed, the county clerk shall designate a deputy clerk to perfefgithe results of any county referendufpllowing any primary

theclerk’s duties. If the county clerk and designated deputy cleglection,the boarcf canvassers shall prepare a statement certify

areboth unable to perform their duties, the county executive @ig the name®f all persons who have won nomination to any

if there is no county executive, the chairperson of the cturatyd  countyoffice or any municipal judgeshiff, the judge is elected

of supervisors shall designate another qualified electdh@f ynders.755.01 (4)and candidates for that judgeship file nomina

countyto perform theclerk's duties. If a member other than thejon papers in that countyThe board of canvassers shall file all

clerk cannot perform his or her duties, the clerk shall appoigiatementsind determinations in thefisk of the county clerk or

boardof canvassers if the person is a candidate forfamedb be ; P

cavassety e oat. 115 of candtes o e cobuatd 5, 1 EBS1nG e slements sierpations, e boar

of canvassers are submi & county clerk by political party oo statement. The boanf canvassers may omit the names of

et e "mes 2"l whose names o ot appear on th ballo and wno

: : o 2 receivea comparatively small number of votes. The board of can
thereis a county board of election commissioners, it shall serve ‘%semhall designate votes received by such individuatsas

theboard of canvassers. If the county board of election com :
sionersserves as the board of canvassers, the executive dire ngVOtes‘ The board of canvassers shall append to each state

of the county board of election commissioners shall serve aégém and determination a tabulation of the votes cast at each

] ctiondistrict, ward or combination afards authorized under
tmhg{g?gg the board ofanvassers to fill a temporary vacancy Os. 5.15 (6) (b)in the county for each fife and eaclindividual,

(3) CanvassinG. Not later than 9 a.m. on the Thursday aft whetherthe votes are canvassed or not, as well as the total can

helectionth board of hall d &assedvotes cast for each individual and eacficef except
eachelectionthe county board of canvassers shall open and puth e escattering votes are designated. If any votes are rejected,

licly examine the returns. If returns have not been received fromL board of canvassers shall specify the reasons therefor
any election district or ward in the countey shall dispatch a S

messengeand the person having them shall deliver the returns to () Each statement ardbtermination issued under pa)

the messengerlf, on examination, any of the returns received ar@nd(b) shall be certified as correct and attested to by each canvass
soinformal or defective that the boacdnnot intelligently can ©''S Signature.

vassthem, they shall dispatchraessenger to deliver the returns (5) REPORTING. Immediately following the canvass the county
backto the municipal board of canvassers with written speeificglerk shall deliver or send to the elections board, by 1st class mail,
tions of the informalities or defects and command them to imntecertified copy of each statement of the colnugrd of canvass
diately completethe returns or remedy the defects in the mannefsfor president and vice president; statfic@ls; senators and
requiredand deliver them to the messeng&very messenger representativesn congress; state legislators; justice; caufrt
shallsafely keep all returns, show them to no one butrtheici  appealgudge; circuit judge; district attorney; and metropolitan
pal clerk and board of canvassers and deliver theethe county sewerageommissioners, if the commissioners are elected under
clerk with all possible dispatch. oTacquire the necessary fulls. 200.09 (1) (am) The statement shall record the returns for
returnsand remedy any informalities or defetiie county board eachoffice or referendum by ward, unless combined returns are
of canvassers may adjourn not longer thandmeat a time nor authorizedunder s5.15 (6) (b)in which case the statement shall
more than 2 days in all. recordthe returns for each group of combined wards. Following

(4) STATEMENTS AND DETERMINATIONS. () The board of can Primariesthe county clerk shaénclose on blanks prescribed by
vassersshall make separate duplica@tements showing the the elections board the namemarty or principle designation, if
numbersof votes cast for the fifes of president and vice presi any,and number of votes received by each candidate recorded in
dent; stateofficials; U.S. senators and representatives in congre8s¢ same mannerThe county clerishall deliver or transmit the
statelegislators; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judgegertified statement to the elections board no later than 7 days after
district attorneys; and metropolitan sewerage commissionersefchprimary and no later than Mays after any other election.
the commissioners are elected undef®0.09 (1) (am) If a Theboard of canvassers shall deliver or transmit a certfgpy
municipaljudge elected under 855.01 (4)serves a municipality of each statement for any technical college district referendum to
thatis located partially within the county and candidates for thée secretary of the technical college district board. If the board
judgeship file nomination papers in anotieeunty the board of of canvasserbecomes aware of a material mistake in the canvass
canvassershall prepare a duplicate statement showing the nuaf an election for state or nationafioé or a statewide or technical
bers of votes cast for that judgeshigthat county for transmittal collegedistrict referendum prior to the close of business on the
to the other countyFor partisan candidatee statements shall daythe elections board receives returns from the last county board
includethe political party or principle designation, if amgxt to of canvassers with respect to that canvass, the board of canvassers
the name of each candidate. The board of canvassersafdwll may petition the electionsoard to reopen and correct the canvass.
preparea statement showing the results of any cquethnical The elections board shall direct the canvass to be reopened and
college district or statewide referenduntach statement shall correctedf it determines that the public interest requires. If the
statethe total number of votes castthre county for each fife; electionsboard directs the canvass to be reopetiexipoard of
the names of all persons for whom the votes were cast, as returmadivassershall reconvene and transmitertified corrected copy
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of the canvass statement to the elections board or secretary of th@) The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersos’designee
technicalcollege district board. shall make a special statement to the board as soon as possible

(6) CERTIFICATEOFELECTION. Immediately after expiration of afterthe canvass certifying:
thetime allowed to file a petition fom recount the county clerk 1. After each September primatiie name of each candidate
shallissue acertificate of election to each person who is electatbt defeated in the primary who receives at leasté%he total
to any countyoffice. The certificate notice shall state the amounbte cast for all candidates on all ballots at the primary for each
of the required dicial bond, if any When a petition for eecount separatestate dice except district attornepnd the percentage of
is filed, the county clerk shall not issue the certificate of electidhetotal vote received by that candidate. Such percentage shall be
for the ofice in question until the recount has been complatetl calculatedwithin each district in the casé legislative candidates.
the time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if appealed 2. After the general election, the name of each polifieaty
until the appeal is decided. which receives at least one percent of the vote cast in such election

(7) OrFiciAL caNvAsS RECORD. After the certificates of elec for any statewide dite.
tion have been preparaghder sub(6), the county clerk shall  (f) The statements shall show the persons’ names receiving
retainone copy of the @itial canvass for county fifes and refer votes,and any referenda questions; the whole numbewotfs
endain his or her dfce for public inspection. givento each; and an individual listing by the districts or counties
42'#2?@?11 917%71 5'2302%293%2)- igg?i c. ?231358'%4' 5[71;4 l%i cé 3?31199% é9778c.3 %)5317 in which they were given. The namespafrsons not regularly
335 1987 5 3911089 o 311091 . 5161905 & 3061000 2. 158 673 1660 o NOMinatedwho received only a comparatively small numbgr
182 votesmay be omitted and their votes designated as scattering

votes.
7.70 State canvass. (1) RECORDING AND PRESERVING (4) Following each primarglection, the chairperson of the
RETURNS. (a) Upon receipt of the certified statements from the, 5 -qor the chairpersos'designee shall prepare a statercent
countyclgrks, the.elections board shall record the election resy ?§ing the results of the primaryhich shall indicate the names
by counties and file and carefully preserve the statements.  ofihe persons who have won nomination to any state or national

(b) If any countyclerkfails or neglects to forward any state office. Following each other electiothe chairperson of the board
ments,the. electlons board may require the clerk to do so immed} the chairpersos'designee shall prepare a statensertifying
atelyand if notreceived by the 8th day after a primasyby the  theresults of the election arsthall attach to the statement a certifi
11thday after any other election, the elections board may dispagefieof determination which shall indicate thames of persons
a special messenger to obtdiem. Whenever it appears upon theyho have been elected to any state or natiorfeof The chair
faceof any statement that an error has been made in reportingersonof the board othe chairpersor’designee shall likewise
computing,the elections board may return it to the county clefi¢eparea statement and certificate for any statewide referendum.
for correction. The chairperson of the boant the chairpersos’designee shall

(3) CanvassING. (a) The chairperson of the boanda desig  deliver each statement and determination to the board.
neeof the chairperson appointed by the chairperson to canvass gh) Whenever a referendum question submitted to a vote of the
specificelection shall publicly canvass the retuamsl make his peopleis approved, the board shall record it and the secretary of
or her certifications and determinations on or befoee2nd Tes-  stateshall have the record bound in the volume containing the
day following a spring primarythe 15th day of May following  original enrolled laws passed at the next succeestisgion of the
spring election, the 4th Tesday in September following a Seplegislatureand have the record published with the laws thereof.
temberprimary the first day of December following a generaiyhenevera constitutional amendment or other statewiliat
election,the 2nd Thursday following a special primasywithin  ing or ratifying referendum question which is approved by the
18 days after any special election. peopledoes not expressly state the dateftectiveness, it shall

(b) The chairperson of the board or the chairpesstesignee becomeeffective at the time the chairperson of the boarther
shallexamine the certified statements of the county boards of cahairperson’'sdesignee certifies that the amendment or referen
vassers.If it appears that any material mistake has been madedum question is approved.
the computation of votes, or any county board of canvassers failed(i) The chairperson of the board or the chairpessdasignee
to canvass the votes omitted votes from any ward or electionshall canvass only regular returns made by the county hafard
districtin the countythechairperson of the board or the chaifpercanvasserand shall not count or canvass augditional or sup
son’s designee may dispatch a messenger to the county clerk Wi#mentalreturns or statements madethg county board or any
written instructions to certify the facts concerning the mistake @ther board or person. The chairperson of the board or the chair
the reason why the votes were not canvassed. A clerk to whgatson'sdesignee shall not count or canvass any statement or
suchinstructions are delivered shall immediately make a true apglurnwhich has been made by tbeunty board of canvassers at
full answeysign it, afix the county seal and deliver it to the mesany othertime than that provided in 8.60. This provision does
senger. The messenger shall deliver it with all possible dispatefpt apply to any return made subsequent to a recount ur@ied,s.
to the board. whenthe return is accepted in lieu of any prior return from the

(c) The chairperson of the boardtbe chairpersor’designee same county for the samefio€; or to a statement given the
shall conclude the state canvass witlid days after its com chairpersorof the board or chairperssniesigneer a messenger
mencement. sentby the chairperson or designee to obtain a correction.

(d) When the certified statemerasd returns are received, the (5) CERTIFICATESOFELECTION. (&) The board shall record in
chairpersorof the board othe chairpersos’designee shall pro its office each certified statement and determination made by the
ceedto examine and make a statement of the total number of vathairperson of the board or thkairpersors designee. Immedi
castat any election for the fifes involved in the election for pres ately after the expiration of the tinadlowedto file a petition for
ident and vice president; a statement for each of fleeebf gov  recount the board shall make at@nsmit to each person declared
ernor,lieutenant governoif a primary and a joint statement for electeda certificate of election under the seal of the board. It shall
the offices of governor and lieutenant goverriba general elec also prepare similar certificates, attested by the executive director
tion; a statement for each of thdicés of secretary dftate state of the board, addressed to the U.S. hafgepresentatives, stat
treasurerattorney general, and state superintendent; for U.S. serg the names of those persons elected as representatives to the
ator; representative in congress for each congressional dittdct; congresdrom this state. In the case of U.S. senatorshtzed
statelegislature; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judge; dishall prepare a certificate of election for the goveiisignature,
trict attorney;metropolitansewerage commission, if the commisand the governor shall sign anéathe greatseal of the state and
sionersare elected under 800.09 (1) (am) and for any refer transmitthe certificate tahe president of the U.S. senate. The cer
endaquestions submitted by the legislature. tificate shall be countersigned by the secretary of sthgeperson
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electedwas elected to fill a vacanape certificate shall sstate. of an elector due to death, refusal to &ature to attend or other
Whena valid petition for recount iiled, the chairperson of the causethe electors present shall immediately proceed to fill by bal
boardor the chairpersos’designee may not certify a nominationlot, by a plurality of votes, thelectoral college vacancyVhen
andthe governor or board may not issue a certificate of electiat electors are present, or the vacancies filled, they shall perform
until the recount has beeompleted and the time allowed for fil their required duties under the constitutenmd laws of the United

ing an appeal has passed, or if appealed until the appeal is deci@tates.

(b) For presidential electors, the elections board shall prepare(2) The presidential electors, when convened, shall vote by

a certificate showing the determination of the results of the capallot for that person fopresident and that person for vice presi
vassand the names of the persons elected, and the governor stetwho are, respectivelyhe candidates dhe political party
sign, affix the great seal ahe state and transmit the certificate byvhich nominated them under&.18 the candidates whose names
registerednail to the U.S. administrator of general services. Tlappearedn the nomination papers filed unde8 20, or the can
governorshall also prepare 6 duplicate originafssuch certifi ~ didate or candidates who filed their names unde8.485 (2)
cateand deliverthem to one of the presidential electors on @xceptthatat least one of the persons for whom the electors vote
beforethe first Monday after the 2ndatthesday in December may not be an inhabitant of this state. A presidential elector is not

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 334s.15,57; 1975 c. 93199, 1977 ¢. 107  fequiredto vote for a candidate who is deceased at the time of the

187,427,449 1979 c. 221260, 328 1983 a. 4841985a. 89304 1987 a. 3011989 meeting.
a.31,192 1995 a. 165.2; 1997 a. 271999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 182 History: 1979 c. 246

7.75 Presidential electors meeting. (1) The electors for 7.80 Notice of election. Personal service or service by first
presideniand vice presidershall meet at the state capitol follow classmail of a certificate of election isfafial notification forall
ing the presidential election at 12:000n the first Monday after legal purposes to any person of his or her electionftoeof
the2nd WWednesday in Decembédlf there is a vacancy in thefick History: 1977 c. 427
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