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CHAPTER 470

EXAMINING BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGISTS,
HYDROLOGISTS AND SOIL SCIENTISTS

470.01 Definitions. 470.05 Examination.

470.02 Licenserequired. 470.06 Reciprocal licenses.

470.025 Applicability. 470.07 Renewal of licenses.

470.03 Duties of the examining board. 470.08 Disciplinary proceedings and actions.
470.04 Licensure requirements. 470.09 Penalties.

470.045 Firms, partnerships and corporations.

470.01 Definitions. In this chapter: and the investigation and collection of data concerning soils,
(1) “Examiningboard” means the examining boarcpofes ~ including data regarding the interaction of soils with other gases,
sionalgeologists, hydrologists and soil scientists. solidsor fluids or living oganisms.

(1g) “Geology” means a science that involves the study of theHistory: 1997 a. 30@s.15, 16, 62.
earthand the eartB’ origin, compositionstructure and physical . . -
history, including the studyf the natural agents, forces r:lnd-pr0“'70'702 4Llcense requwedd Exceptf ar? p]fol‘l"de.m‘ $.470.025
cesseghat cause changes in the earth and the investigation Shd’0-04% no person may do any of the following: _
collectionof dataconcerning the crust and the interior of the earth (1) Engageor offer to engage in the practice of professional
andthe surface and undgound gases, solids and fluids that mak@eology.designate himself or herself as a professional geologist,
up the earth. useor assume the title “professional geologist” or any other title,

(1r) “Hydrology” means a science that involves the statly lettersor designation which represents or nted to represent
pe person as a professional geologist unless the person is licensed

thewaters of the earth, including the study of the occurrence, i} th fessi | logist " der this chant
culation, distribution, chemistry or quality of water or its role a y the professional geologist section under this chapter

anatural agent that causes changes in the earth, and the investigé?) Engageor offer to engage in the practice of professional
tion and collection of data concerning watershie atmosphere or hydrology,designate himself or herself aprofessional hydrolo
onthe surface or in the interior tife earth, including data regard 9ist, use or assume the title “professional hydrologist” or any other
ing the interaction of water with other gases, solids or fluids. title, letters or designation which represents or may tenepi@
(2) “Practiceof professional geology” means the performan %entthe person as a professional hydrologist unless the person is
of or offer to perform any geologic service or work in which th censed by the professional hydrologist section utitechap
public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, environneent = ) . .
propertyis concerned or involved. “Practice of professional-geol (3) Engageor offer to engage in the practice of professional
ogy” includes thecollection of geological data, consultationSOil science, designate himself or hersalfa professional soil sci
investigation,evaluation, interpretatiomlanning or inspection entist,use or assume the title “professional seientist” or any
relatingto a service or work that applies geology othertitle, letters or designation which represents or may tend to
(3) “Practice of professional hydrology” means the perfor'€Preésenthe person aa professional soil scientist unless the per
manceof or ofer to perform any hydrologic service or work inSonis licensed by the professional soil scientist section under this

which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health,en\ﬁ:hapter_'
ronmentor property is concerned or involved. “Practicemffes ~ History: 1997.a. 300
sional hydrology” includes the collection of hydrological data . - . .
consultationjnvestigation, evaluation, interpretation, plannimg ﬁzgﬁgg?or anypgfct?]%' lfl(t))|l|l()WiEgI'S chapter does not require a
inspectionrelating to a service or work that applies hydrology (1) A person lawfully practi(.:ing within the scope of a license

(4) “Practiceof professional soil sciencefieans the perfer . ; h e ;
. -+ . permit, registration or certification granted by this stat¢he fed
manceof or ofer to perform any service arork related to soil sci eral government.

ence in which the public welfare or the safeguarding ofigajth, . .
environmentor property is concerned or involved. “Practice of (2) An officer or employee of the federal governmeiile
professionakoil science’includes the collection of soil data, eon €ngagedvithin this state in the practice of professional gealogy
sultation, investigation, evaluation, interpretation, planning dfydrology or soil science for the federal government. _
inspectionrelating to a service or work that applies soil science. (3) A public service company or its regular employees acting
(5) “Professionalgeologist” means a person who engages I itS behalf that engage in the practice of professional geology
the practice of professional geolagy hydrologyor soil science exclusively in connection with the facil

“ : ' : : ities of the company that are subject to regulation, supervision or
g e(()ig?stg&figiséofqﬁg%ﬂg%‘ﬁ:iﬁg%‘ggmeaﬂs the professional controlby a commission of this state or the federal government.

p : - (4) A person who engages in the practice of professional geol
in t(r?g plr:)argtfiizsé)?npﬁlcr;fyedsg)ig)rlg;?thyrgfcnaISSya person who engage(?gy, hydrology or soil science exclusively as a regular employee
(6m) “Professionalhydrologist section” means tharofes of a private company or corporation, by rendering to the company

. ; h h_ or corporation geological, hydrological or soil science seniites
sional i:ydrologllst section of the examining board. connectionwith its operations, so long as the persoadsially
(7) “Professionakoil scientist” means person who engages andexclusively so employed and no longéthe company or cer

in the practice of professional soil science poration has at least one professional geologist, hydrologist or soil
(8) “Professionalsoil scientist section” means the prefesscientistwho is licensed under this chapter in responsiblegehar
sionalsoil scientist section of the examining board. of the company or corporatiors professional geological, hydro

(9) “Soil science” means a science that involves the study lggical or soil science work in this state.
soilsbetween the surface of the earth dedrock, including the  (5) A contractor subcontractor or construction material or
study of natural or human processes or forces that occur in safgipmenisupplier who performs or undertalagivities that his
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torically and customarily have been performed by a contracticenseunder this chapter unless an applicant does each of the fol
subcontractoor construction material @quipment supplier in lowing:
his or her respective trade or speciaiticluding the preparation  (a) Submits an application for the licensette department on
and use of drawings, specifications or layouts within a constrygform provided by the department.
tion firm or in construction operations, superintending of-con (b) Pays the fee specified in4st0.05 (1)
struction, installation and alteration of equipment, cost-esti o
mating,consultation with professional geologists, hydrologists or () Passes an examination undef&).05 .
soil scientists or owners concernintaterials, equipment, meth _ (d) Submits to thelepartment letters of recommendation from
ods and techniques, and investigations or consultation wighpersons. Ateast 3 letters shall be from individuals who have
respecto construction sites, provided all such activities are pdyersonaknowledge of the individuad’experience in, depending
formedsolely with respect to the performance of thetractols,  0on the license for which application is made, geologic, hyero
subcontractor’sr suppliets work onbuildings or with respect to logic or soil science work. At least one letter of recommendation
suppliesor materials furnished by him or hor buildings or shall be from an individual who, depending on the license for
structuresor their appurtenances which are, or which are to bahich an application isnade, is licensed as a professional geolo
erected enlaged or materially altered in accordance witans ~ gist, hydrologist or soil scientist under this chapter
andspecificationgrepared by professional geologists, hydrolo (2) The professional geologistection shall grant a profes
gistsor soil scientists or by a person specified in s(hsto (4).  sionalgeologist license to a person who satisfies the requirements
(6) A person employed by a county or this state who ihdersub.(1) andwho submits evidence satisfactory to the sec
engagedn the planning, design, installationm@gulation of land tion of all of the following:
and water conservation activities under &2 or s.281.65and (a) Subject to ss111.321 111.322and111.335 thathe or she
whoiis certified under £92.18 doesnot have an arrest or conviction recthd circumstances of
(7) A land surveyoregistered under cB43who is engaged which substantially relate to the practice of professional geology
in the planning, design, installation or regulation of land and water (b) Subject to sul(7), that he or she has a bach&ategree
conservatioractivities under ct92 or s.281.65 with course credits in geology of a variety and naturfcgeriit to
(8) A person engagesblely in teaching geologyydrology constitutea geology major from a college university approved
or soil science or a relatguhysical or natural science, or a persohy the examining board.
engagedsolely in geological, hydrological or soil science research (¢) That he or she has completed one of the following:
asan employee of an educational or research institution or-a gov 1 Subject to sul{5), at least 5 years of professional experi
ernmentalagency o _ encein geologic work of a character satisfactory to $ketion
~ (9) Awell driller, as defined in 280.01 (7) who is engaged which demonstrates that thapplicant is qualified to assume
in well drilling, as defined in £280.01 (8) responsiblehage of geologic work. At least 2 yeabthe gee
(10) A professional engineer registered under443 who, logic work requiredunder this subdivision must have been- per
while engagedn the practice of professional engineering, a®rmedunder the supervision of any of the following:
definedin 344301 (6) (.:Ollects, |nVeSt|gateS, Intel’pl’ets or evalu a. A person who is licensed as a professiona| ge0|ogist under
atesdata relating to soil, rock, groundwatsurface watelgases thjs chapter grfor work performed before January 1, 1999, who
or other earth conditionsy uses that data for analysis, consultayas registered as a professional geologist unde#4B, 1995
tion, planning, design or construction. stats.
(11) A professionalgeologist, hydrologist or soil scientist A person who is licensed as a professional geologist in
whois licensed t@ngage in the practice of professional gealogynotherstate or territory opossession of the United States or in
hydrologyor soil science in another state or country and is provignothercountry thathas licensure requirements for professional

ing a consultation or demonstration with a professigealogist, geologistshat are substantially equivalent to the requirements for
hydrologistor soil scientist who is licensed under this chapter jicensureunder this chapter

History: 1997 a. 300 c. Any otherperson whom the section determines is qualified

470.03 Duties of the examining board. (1) The examin to have res_p0n5|ble clge of geologic work. . )

g bord sl coa o e follwrg ot S nor o o oy e
(a) Upon the advice of the professional geologist section, ptp,.: . 3 b

mulgaterules establishing requirements and standards for fiich demonstrates that thapplicant is qualified to assume

practiceof professional geology by a person who is licensed a pofntsr,]lbllazhtage of ge?lt?]glc W(f)rk’ .W'thla satisfactory ((ejvalua
professionabeologist under this chapténcluding a code of eth Ioh ot the tas years % b etﬁro ess{!ona eXpernence under a peer
ics that governs the practice of professional gealogy reviewsystem approved by the section.

; . . . 3) The professional hydrologist section shall grant a profes
(b) Uponthe advice of the professional hydrologist section, ( - S X
promulgaterules establishing requirements and standards for %Ige ?]?Slgzgé?lgg'si lIgﬁgsvshtgsalljt?r?writssogv\i/éhe?]tlcsglggtg‘gcrtiqwt? the
practiceof professional hydrology by a person who is licensed ctionof all of?(he) following: y

a professional hydrologist under this chapbecluding a codef : Wing:

ethicsthat governs the practice of professional hydralogy (a) Subject to ssl11.321111.322and111.335 thathe or she
(c) Upon the advice of therofessionaboil scientist section doesnot have an arrest or conviction rectid circumstances of

promulgaterules establishing requirements and standards for {8 substantially relate to the practiogprofessional hydrel

practiceof professional soil science by a person who is licensed”: .

asa professional soil scientist under this chaptetuding acode () Subject to sub(7), that he or she has a bach&dategree

of ethics that governs the practice of professional soil science¥ith course credits itydrology or water resources of a variety
(2) Uponthe advice of the appropriate section of the examiﬂ”d nature sufcient to constitute a hydrology or water resources

ing board, the examining board may promulgate rules that-estglf"]orfrom a college or university approved by the examining
lish continuing education requirements thageason must satisfy 202rd- _
to be eligible to renew a license that is issued undectipter (c) That he or she has completed one of the following:
History: 1997 a. 300 1. Subject to sul(5), at least 5 years of professional experi
ence in hydrologic work of eharacter satisfactory to the section
470.04 Licensure requirements. (1) The professional which demonstrates that thapplicant is qualified to assume
geologist, hydrologist or soil scientist section may not grant eesponsiblechage of hydrologic work. At least 2 years thie
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hydrologicwork required under this subdivision must hheen (7) Theappropriate section of the examining board may waive
performedunder the supervision of any of the following: arequirement specified sub.(2) (b), (3) (b)or(4) (b)if an appl

a. A person who is licensed asprofessional hydrologist cantfor a license has professional experience in excess of 5 years
underthis chapter gfor work performed before January 1, 199qhatthe applicant demonstrates to faisfaction of the section is

who was registered as a professional geologist unde#4. Substantiallyequivalent to the requirement.
1995stats. History: 1997 a. 308.20, 22, 62; 1999 a. 32

b. A person who is licensed as a professional hydrologist 90 045 Fi hi d .
anotherstate or territory opossession of the United States or iﬁ T |;_ms,f P?””?fs llps | an q ?orporathlns._
anothercountry thatas licensure requirements for professiondft) The practiceof professional geologyydrology or soil sei

hydrologiststhat are substantially equivalent to the requiremer&CEPertaining to the internal operations of a firm, partnership
for licensure under this chapter corporationmay be performetly employees if the professional

A h ho th ion d . . I.f.ggological,hydrologicalor soil science services are performed by
c. Any other person who the section determines is qualifigd,nder the direct supervision of a professional geologist, hydrol
to have responsible clyg of hydrologic work.

> ) ogistor soil scientist licensed under this chapter or exempt from

2. Subject to sul(6), at least 7 years of professional experilicensureunder s470.025 Licensed or exempt professional geo
ence in hydrologic work of eharacter satisfactory to the sectionogical, hydrological or soil science employees may provide pro
which demonstrates that thapplicant is qualified to assumefessionalgeological, hydrological or soil science data with respect
responsiblehage of hydrologiavork, with a satisfactory evalua to the manufacture, sale and utilization of the products of the firm,
tion of the last 2 years of the professional experience under a pggitnershipor corporation to other licensed or exempt profes
review system approved by the section. sionalgeologists, hydrologists or soil scientists.

(4) Theprofessional soil scientist section shall grant a profes (2) The practice oroffer to practice professional geology
sionalsoil scientist license to a person who satisfies the requitg/drology or soil science by individual professiorgdologists,
mentsunder sub(1) and who submits evidence satisfactory to thgydrologistsor soil scientistéicensed under this chaptéiirough
sectionof all of the following: afirm, partnership ocorporation as principals, fifers, employ

(a) Subject to s€111.321111.322and111.335 thathe or she eesor agents, is permitted subject to this chagtall personnel
doesnot have an arrest or conviction rectitd circumstances of who practice or dér to practice in its behalf as professional geolo
which substantially relate to the practice of professional sail s@ists,hydrologists or soil scientistse licensed under this chapter
ence. andif the firm, partnership or corporation has been issued acertifi

(b) Subject to sul{7), thathe or she has a bachékdegree cateof authorization under sut8).
with course credits in soil science of a variety and nawffieient (3) (a) A firm, partnership or corporation desiring a certificate
to constitute a soil science major from a collegeuniversity of authorization shall submit an application to the department
approvedby the examining board. forms provided by the department, listindhe names and
(c) That he or she has completed one of the following: ~ @ddressesf all officers and directors, and all individualsita

1. Subject to sul(5), at least 5 years of professional experiemploymenllicensed to practice professional geoldmydrology

encein soil science workbf a character satisfactory to the sectioﬁr soil science in this state who will be in responsible ghaf -
which demonstrates that thapplicant is qualified to assume rofessionaeology hydrology or soil science being practiced in

responsiblechage of soil science work. At lea@years of the soi this state through the firm, partnership or corporation and other

- . . e relevantinformation required by the appropriatection of the
sciencework required under this subdivision mbsive been per examiningboard. A similar type of form shall also accompany the

formedunder the supervision of any of the fo”‘?W'”g- .. _renewalfee. If there is a change in any tbese persons, the
a. A person who is licensed as a professional soil scienti$fangeshall be reportedn the same type of form, and filed with
underthis chapter orfor work performed before January 1, 19996 department within 30 days after thefeefive date of the
who was registered as a professional geologist unded4®. change. The appropriate section of the examining bostell
1995stats. granta certificate of authorization to a firm, partnership or cerpo
b. A person who is licensed as a professional soil scientistrition complying withthis subsection upon payment of the fee
anotherstate or territory opossession of the United States or igpecifiedin s.440.05 (1) This subsection does rayply to firms,
anothercountry thathas licensure requirements for professiongartnershipsr corporations exempt underdg0.025 (3)

soil scientistshat are substantially equivalent to the requirements () The renewal datend renewal fee for certificates of authori

for licensure under this chapter _ o _zationunder this section are specified undet49.08 (2) (a)
c. Any other person who the section determines is qualified (4) (a) No firm, partnership or corporation mag relieved of
to have responsible ctyg of soil science work. responsibilityfor the conducbr acts of its agents, employees or

2. Subject to sul{6), at least 7 years of professional experiofficers by reason of its compliance withis chaptemor may any
encein soil science worlf a character satisfactory to the sectiomdividual practicing professional geolagyydrology or soil sei
which demonstrates that thapplicant is qualified to assumeencebe relieved of responsibility for professional geological,
responsiblehage of soil science work, with a satisfactesalu  hydrologicalor soil science servicgmerformed by reason of his
ationof the last 2 years of the professional experience under a peener employment or relationship with the firm, partnership or
review system approved by the section. corporation.

(5) The appropriate section of the examining board shall (b) All final drawings, specifications, plans, reportsotiner
reducethe 5-year—experience requirement under &jb(c) 1., papersor documents involving the practice of professional-geol
(3) (c) 1.0r(4) (c) 1.to 4 years if an applicant for a license has oregy, hydrology or soil science thate prepared for the use of a
or more advanced degrees, approved by the sectiggalogy firm, partnership or corporation for delivery byo any person or
geophysicsgeochemistryhydrology engineering geologgec  thatare prepared for public record within the state shall be dated
technicalengineering, soil science or a related science. and bear the signature and seal tbé professional geologist,

(6) The appropriate section of the examining board shdlydrologistor soil scientist who was in responsible geaof their
reducethe 7-year—experience requirement under &jb(c) 2, Preparation. This paragraph does not apply to persexsmpt
(3) (c) 2.0r(4) (c) 2.to 6 years if an applicant for a license has orénders.470.025 (3)or (4).
or more advanced degrees, approved by the section, in hydrology5) No firm, partnership or corporation may engage terdb
geology, geophysics, geochemistrgngineering geologygee engagen the practice of professional geologydrology or soil
technicalengineering, soil science or a related science. sciencein this state, or use in connection with its namether
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wise assume, use or advertise any title or description tending to(d) Advertised in a manner that is false, deceptive or mislead

conveythe impression that it is engaged in the practice of profesg.

sionalgeology hydrology or soil science, nor méyadvertise or  (e) Advertised, practiced or attempted to practice under anoth

offer to furnish a professional geological, hydrological or scil  er’s name.

enceservice, unless the firm, partnership or corporatiorches (f) Subject to ss111.321111.322and111.34 engaged in the

plied with this chapter practiceof professional geologyydrology or soil science while
History: 1997 a. 300 the persons abilityto engage in the practice was impaired by-alco

hol or other drugs.

(9) Violated any requirement or standard relating to the-prac

e of professional geologyydrology or soil science established

the examining board by rule.

470.05 Examination. Beginning no later than Janu
ary 1, 2000the appropriate section of te&amining board shall .
conductor arrange for examinations for licensure as a prof

sionalgeologist, hydrologist or soil scientist at lessmiannually (h) Engaged in conduathile engaging in the practice of pro

andat times angblaces determined by the section. Examinations ionalaeol hvdrol I soil sciencahich eviden
underthis section shall require an applicant to demonstrate miT\?SS onaigeology hydrojogy or soil science/nich evidences a
ack of knowledge or abilityto apply professional principles or

mum competency in the principlesd practice of subjects sub Wil
stantiallyrelated to the practice of professional geojdyyrot skils. ) L . .
ogy or soil science and may consist of one or more written or oral() Failed to cooperate with the examining board in an inves
tests,or both. tigation under this section.

History: 1997 a. 300 (i) Aided another person in violating this chamieany rule

promulgatedunder this chapter

470.06 Reciprocal licenses. Upon application and pay (k) Violated this chapter or any rule promulgated under this
mentof the fee specified in 440.05 (2) the appropriate section chapter.
of the examining board may issue a professigyeblogist, (3) The examining board may reprimand a firpartnership
hydrologistor soil scientist license to a person who has been corporation that holds a certificate of authorization issued
issueda similar license by another state or territory of the Uniteghderthis chapter or may limit, suspend or revoke such a eertifi
Statesor in another country if he or seabmits evidence satisfac cateif any of the agents, employees dicgfrs of the firm, partner
tory to the section of all of the following: ship or corporation has committed any act or has been guilty of

(1) That,subject to ss111.321111.322and111.335 he or she any conduct which would authorize a reprimand or a limitation,
doesnot have an arrest or conviction rectitd circumstances of suspensior revocation of a license under this chaptatess the
which substantially relate to the practice of professional geolodgm, partnership or corporation submits evidence satisfactory to
hydrology or soil science. the examining boardhat the agent, employee oficér is no lon

(2) Thatthe requirements of the other state, territory or oul€" Practicing or dering to practice professional geolodydrok
try that issued the license are substantially equivaient to @Y Or Soil science in its behalf.

requirementsunder this chapter (4) Any person may make chys that any holder of a license
History: 1997 a. 300 or certificate of authorization issued under this chaptecbas

mitted an act fowhich a reprimand or limitation, suspension or

470.07 Renewal of licenses. The renewal dates fticenses revocationof registration is authorized under sy@). Such
grantedunder this chapteare specified under 440.08 (2) (a) chargesshall be in writing, shall be sworn to by the person making
Renewal applications shall be submitted todepartment on a them and shall be submittedtt®examining board. The exarnin
form provided by the department and shall include the renewal 88 board mayon its own motion, make such ches. All
specifiedin s. 440.08 (2) (a)and evidence satisfactory to thechargesunless dismissed by the examining board as unfounded
appropriatesection of the examining board thie applicant has Of trivial, shall be heard by the appropriate section of the examin
completedany continuing education requirements specified #9 board, subject to the rules promulgated undé#6.03 (1)
rulespromulgated under €.70.03 (2) (5) If, after a hearing under sul@d), 3 members of a section

History: 1997 a. 300 of the examining board vote in favor of sustaining gharspeei

fied in sub.(4), the examining board shall reprimand the holder of

470.08 Disciplinary proceedings and actions. (1) Sub- the license or certificate of authorization or limit, suspend or
jectto the rules promulgated unde#40.03 (1) theappropriate revokethe license or certificate.
sectionof the examining board may makeestigations and cen (6) Theexamining board, for reasons the appropriate section
ducthearings to determine whether a violation of this chapter of the examining board considersfmiént, mayreissue a license
any rule promulgated under this chapter has occurred. or certificate of record to angerson whose certificate has been

(2) Subjectto the rules promulgatashder s440.03 (1) the revo_kedif 3 members of the sectio_n votefavor of the reiss_uance.
appropriatesection of the examining board maprimand a per Subjectto the rules of the examining bqard, the examining board
sonissued a license under this chaptemaydeny limit, suspend May, upon payment of the required fee, issue a new license-or cer
or revoke a license under this chaptethe applicant or license tificate of authorization to replace any licensecertificate that is
holderhas done any of the following: revoked,lost, destroyed or mutilated.

(a) Made a material misstatementin application for a license ~ History: 1997 a. 300

or for renewal of a license. 470.09 Penalties. (1) A person who violates this chapter or
(b) Subjectto ss111.321111.322and111.335 been arrested anyrule promulgated under this chapter may be requiréatfieit

or convicted of an dénse the circumstances of whishbstan not more than $5,000 for the firstfehse and may be required to

tially relate to the practice of professional geoldgsdrology or  forfeit not more than $10,000 for the 2nd or any latéersfe

soil science. within a year Each day of continued violation constitutes a sepa
(c) Been adjudicated mentally incompetent by a court of comateoffense.

petentjurisdiction. A certified copy of the recodd an adjudica (2) A person who wilfully violates this chapter or any rule-pro

tion of incompetencyis conclusive evidence of incompetencenulgatedunder this chapter may be fined not more than $10,000.

underthis paragraph. History: 1997 a. 300
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