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CHAPTER 444
REGULATION OF BOXING

444.02 Boxinglicenses, permits. 444.12 Referee to stop contest.

444.03 Application for license; fee. 444,13 Sham matches, license revoked.

444.04  Club reports. 444.14 Sham matches; contestants penalized; forfeitures; hearing.
444.05 Amateur matches regulated; fee. 444.15 Reports; examination of books andiaérs.

444.06 Inspectors. 444,16 Violation, when a misdemeanor

444.09 Conduct of exhibitions regulated. 444.17 Organizations exempted.

444.10 Physician to examine contestants. 444.18 Insurance on boxers.

444.11 Licenses to matchmakers, referees, boxers, etc.

Cross-reference: See definitions in 140.01 mentssuitably inscribed tshow that they are given for participa
tion in an amateur boxing exhibition, but the value of any such
g T ST article given to any contestant shall not exceed the sum of $35.
havethe sole direction, management and cordfpand jurisdie  Nq gther prize or reward may be given or awarded to or accepted
tion over all boxing and sparring exhibitions conducted within thy, 5y hoxer unless authorized in writing by the department. No
stateby any club. No boxing or sparring exhibitions may be COR{ it or match in any such exhibition may exceed 3 3—-minute

ductedwithin the state except under authority granted by the, yswith a one-minute intermissidsetween each round or 5
departmenand in accordance withis chapter and the rules of th —minuterounds witha one—minute intermission between each

depgrtment.;’hea?epartn:ent mgy 'fzuez and fgr cause I'm)':h%%undsubject to the approval of the department. The department
pendor revoke, aicense to conduct boxing and sparring exniblgy, 4 require membership in a recognized amateur athletic associ
&ltion as evidence of the amateur standing of any contestant, or

The department may limit the number of sparring or boxing,p, 414 in case of dispute, may determine upon competent evi
exhlbltlonsglven by any club in any cityillage or town. No box dencethe amateur status of any contestant or club
ing or sparring exhibition may be conducted by any licensed clu istory: 1979 c. 1621979 c. 221.2200 (45) '

without a permit from the department. Every license shall be sub
jectto such rules and regulations as the department prescribgs; g
The department may reprimand clubs for violating this chapter :
anyrules of the department.

History: 1977 c. 418447, 1979 c. 223.2200 (45) 1979 c. 3551993 a. 246

444,02 Boxing licenses, permits. The departmenshall

tionsto any incorporated club formed as provided in this chapt

Inspectors. The department shall appoiofficial
‘?ﬁspectors",each of whom shall receive a card authorizing the
inspectorto act wherever the department designates. The depart
mentmay be, and at least one inspector shall be present at all
444.03 Application for license; fee. No boxing orsparring  €xhibitionsand see that the rules are strictly observed. An inspec
exhibition may be conducted by any club except llmense tor shall also be present at the counting up of the gross receipts and
grantedko it by the department, and no club may be licensed unig§gllimmediatelymail to the department thefiefal box-office

it is incorporated under the lawtWisconsin and its membershipStatement received from the club. Inspectors shall be paid a per
limited to persons who have been continuous residents in the s#@énto be set by the department, not to exceed $25 fordzach

for at least one yearAn application for a license shall be in writ on which they are actually and necessarily engaged ipetfer

ing, addressed to the department and verified by faceobf the mManceof their duties, and shall be reimbursed for their actual and
club. An application shall be accompanied by an annual fee of $2&cessargxpenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

in cities, villages and towns of not more than 50,000 inhabitantstiistory: 1971 c. 401975 c. 39199, 1977 c. 291979 c. 22.2200 (45)1979
$50in cities of over 50,000 and not more than 150,000 inhabit

ants,and $300 in cities of over 150,000 inhabitants when tf)ﬁ‘ - :
P AT ’ O ; 4.09 Conduct of exhibitions regulated. (1) No boxing
admissionis over $1 and $50 when the admission ghas $1 or r_sparring exhibition shall bier more than 10 rounds except that

less. The application must show that the club has entered int flerea championship i® be determined, the exhibition shall not
valid agreement for the use of the building, amphitheater or for more than 15 rounds. and round shall last more than 3
dium in which contests are to be held. minutes ’

History: 1979 c. 2215.2200 (45) 1981 c. 201987 a. 3991991 a. 1891993 a. . . o
246 (2) Thereshall be one minute intermission between rounds.

444.04 Club reports. Within 24 hours after a club holds an (3) Gloves weighing not less than 5 ounces shall be worn by

exhibition, the club shall furnish to the department a Writteﬁontestanmnder 140 pounds, and not less than 6 ounces by other

report,verified by one of its diters, showing the number of tick ontestants. - .
etssold for the exhibition, the amount of gross proceeds and all(4) No person under the age of 18 years spatlicipate in any

otherinformation the department requires by ridebe included professionaboxing or sparring exhibition. Amatecontestants

in the report. betweenl4 and 18 years of ageay participate in amateur boxing
History: 1973 c. 281977 c. 291979 c. 2215.2200 (45) 1987 a399 1991 a.  OF sparring exhibitions with the consent of their parents or guard
183 ians.

444.05 Amateur matches regulated: fee.  Any club may (5) No betting at any boxing or sparring exhibitions shall be

conductstrictly amateur boxing and sparrieghibitions, on pay permittedbefore, afteror during anysuch contest, in the building
ment of an annual license fee of $10, upon compliance andv}ﬁ]erethe contest is held. .
accordancewith this chapter with respect tibtaining a license _ (6) Contestantshall break clean, and must not hold and hit.
andsanction from the department and subject to all the rules d#ifting with head or shoulders, wrestling or illegal uselobws
regulationsof the department. Amateur exhibitions within théhallnot be allowed. There shall be no unsportsmanlike conduct
meaning)f this section include 0n|y exhibitions in which the_parpn the part of the contestants. This includes the use of abusive or
ticipantsare bona fide amateurs and receive no mameypensa  insulting language.

tion or reward for their participation in the exhibition, other than (7) The department may allow or provitle decisions upon
watchesmedals, articles of jewelrgilverware, trophies or orna exhibitionsheld under this chapter to be made by the referee or by

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.11
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.12
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.13
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.14
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.17
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/444.18
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/440.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/447
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221,%20s.%202200
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/355
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/246
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221,%20s.%202200
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/399
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/189
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/246
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/246
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221,%20s.%202200
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/399
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/183
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/183
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/162
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221,%20s.%202200
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/40
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/199
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221,%20s.%202200
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/355
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/355

444.09 BOXING Updated 99-00Wis. Stats. Database 2

thereferee and 2 judges appointed by the department tegier 444.15 Reports; examination of books and officers.
lationsprescribed by the department. Wheneverany clubfails to make a report of any contest at the time

(8) Thedepartment may permit a total of 40 rounds of profeBrescribedor whenever a repois unsatisfactory to the depart

sional boxing or sparring at one time when requested by afient,the secretary of the department may examine the tzowmks
licensedclub. récordsof the club and may subpoena and examine, under oath,

History: 1979 c. 162.38 (1) 1979 c. 2235.2200 (45) 1987 a. 399 the club’s ofiicers and other witnesses to determine tibtal
amountof its gross receipts for any exhibition. The secretary may

444.10 Physician to examine contestants.  Prior to enter requirethe club to pay the expensescohducting the examina
ing the ring, each contestant must be examined by a physihin tion. If a club fails to pay the amount of expenses determined by
has been licensed to practice ifs@énsin not less than 5 yearsd  the secretary to be due within 20 days after receiniiice of the
who is appointed by the department and certifies in writing, ovafmount,the club shall forfeiits license, be disqualified from
his or her signature, as to the contestgphysical and mental fit receivingany license under this chapter and forfeit to the state the
nessto engage in such contest. sum of $1,000, which may be recovered by the departméum- of

History: 1979 c. 162.38 (1) 1979 c. 2215.2200 (45) 1991 a. 316 tice in the name of the state.

History: 1979 c. 162.38 (4) 1979 c. 2215.2200 (45) 1987 a. 399

444,11 Licenses to matchmakers, referees, boxers, N . .
etc. The department may graitenses upon application and the*44-16 Violation, when a misdemeanor . (1) A violation
paymentof the prescribed fees toatchmakers, managers, refer® @ny provision of this chapteor which a penalty is not herein
ees, examining physicians, boxers and seconds and trainers. Sfpsesshprescribed, is a misdemeanor o
feesto be paid per year shall be: Matchmakers in cities with a pop (2) In addition to any other remedies, the several district-attor
ulation of over 150,000, $25; matchmakers in other cities and i§ysor theattorney general are authorized to bring action in the
villagesandtowns, $10; managers, $10; referees, $15; examiniﬂ?meOf the state to enjoin violations of this chapter or the rules
physicians, $10; boxers, $§econds and trainers, $5. The depar®! the department.
mentmay limit, suspendr revoke any such license or reprimand History: 1973 ¢. 281979 ¢. 2215.2200 (45)

the holder thereof upon such cause as it deentiieut. 444.17 Organizations exempted. (1) This chapter does
History: 1977 c. 4181979 c. 10.60 (13) 1979 ¢. 2215.2200 (45) not apply to amateur boxing or sparring exhibitions held utiger
auspicesand upon the premise$ any universitycollege, state
ﬁ jversity,high school, public school, parochial school or of any
urchor religious corporation of the state in intramural, inter
scholasticor intercollegiate or other competition if the patici
pantstherein are bona fide members of sablurch or religious
corporationor students of their respectigehools. All such bex
ing or sparring exhibitions shall be by and with the consent of, and
underthe supervision of the governing body of such university
lege, state universityhigh school, public schooparochial
hoolor church or religious corporation.
(2) This chapter does not apply to exhibitions conducted by
the American Legion, the dung Men$ Christian Association,
United Spanish \ar \eterans, ®terans of Foreign ®s or the
Disabled American \éterans of the Wfld War, for which no
@rdmission‘ee is chaged. Any contribution shalle considered an

fake boxing or sparring exhibition or violates any rule or regulgdmissionfee. No such boxing or sparrieghibitions shall be
tion of the department shdle penalized as follows: For the firstconductedas a part of any program where an admission fee is
offensethe contestant shall be restrained by order of the depfﬁl?arged' . .

mentfor not less than 2 months nor more than one yieaperiod _ (3) (&) This chapter does not apply to amateur boxirgper

to begin immediately after the occurrence of tiersfe, from par fing exhibitions conducted by or held under the auspices of any
ticipation in the exhibition tabe held or given by any licensedPublic recreation departmersiupported by town, village, city
club; for a 2nd ofense, the contestant shall be permanently di§ounty;state or federal funds, in any intradepartmental or interde
qualified from further admission or participation in any Suc@artmentabxhl_blypns if all of the foIIowmg_ conditions are met:_
exhibition held or given by any licensed club and in addition, for 1. The exhibitions are between bona fide members of boxing
eachsuch ofense, shall forfeit such amount, outtbé share or classesonducted by the public recreation departments.
purseagreed to be paithe contestant for the exhibition as the 2. The public recreation departmentsler subdl. are mem
departmentletermines, the forfeit to be paid into the general furzersof a recognized state association of public recreakpart

of the state. The department, upon determining the amothe ofments.

forfeit, may pay the same out of any guararteposited with it 3. The amateur boxing eparring exhibition is sanctioned by
for delivery to the contestant or may order it paid to the departmeié department.

by the club employing the contestant out of the purse or sharep) The application for the sanction under.gay 3.of each
agreedby it to bepaid to the contestant. The department shall ng&nipition shall be made imriting to the department at least 2
determinethe forfeit until after due hearing held up@asonable \yeeksprior to the exhibition. A fee of $5 shall accompany the
noticeduly served upon the contestant or the contestaiathager applicationto cover the cost of sanction and expenses of an
and upon the club by whom the contestant is employ@dy jnspectorwhose duty it shall be to enforce alles and reguta
memberof the department or the secretanyany inspector of the tjopnsand to see that a competent referee, ticmstor and judges
departmentmay order the club to hold the share or purse of thgeemployed. The department may deny any application for the

contestantn its possessiopending the hearing and determinatioRanctionof an exhibition for cause upon competent evidence.
of the department. For failure to obey any order of the departmemistory: 1979 c. 2215.2200 (45) 1999 a. 85

or the secretary of the department or any inspector of the depart

mentgiven under this section, the license of the club mdirise 444.18 Insurance on boxers. Any licensee authorized to

ited, suspended, canceledavoked and the club may be repri conductboxing matches or exhibitions shall insure each centes

manded. tant participating therein for hospital, nursing angdication
History: 1977 c. 4181979 c. 2215.2200 (45) expensesnd physiciars and sugeons services according to an

444,12 Referee to stop contest. The referee must stop the
contestwhen either of the contestants shows a marked superio
or is apparently outclassed.

444.13 Sham matches, license revoked.  Any clubwhich

conductsholds or gives or participates in any sham or fadkdng

or sparring match shall thereby forfeit its license wHichnse
shall thereupon be revoked by the department; and it shall
thereafterbe entitled to another license; nor shall any license gg
issuedto any club, which has a member who beloniged club
which had its license revoked.

History: 1979 c. 162.38 (1)} 1979 c. 2215.2200 (45)

444.14 Sham matches; contestants penalized; forfei
tures; hearing. Any contestant who participates in any sham
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equitablefee schedule, not to exceed in the aggregate $508, to
paidto, or for the use of, any contestant to compensate for injuries
sustainedn any such contest; and shall insure each contestant for
not less than $2,500 to be paid to the contestagtate in the
eventof the contestarst’death as the result of participation in such
boxing match or exhibition.

History: 1991 a. 316
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