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CHAPTER 348
VEHICLES — SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD

GENERAL PROVISIONS 348.17 Special or seasonal weight limitations.
348.01 Words and phrases defined. 348.175 Seasonabperation of vehicles hauling peeled or unpeeled forest products
348.02 Applicability of chapter cutcrosswise or abrasives or salt for highway winter maintenance.
SIZE AND LOAD 348.18 Weight limitations apply to publicly-owned vehicles; exceptions.
348.05 Width of vehicles 348.185 Empty weight to be indicated on side of certain vehicles; rules.
' : e . i i igh vehicles and require removal of excess load.
348.06 Height of vehicles. 348.19 Traffic officers may weig q

348.20 Policy in prosecuting weight violations.

348.07  Length of vehicles. 348.21 Penalty for violating weight limitations.

348.08 Vehicle trains. : ilati it

A . . 348.22 Courts to report weight violation convictions.
348.09 Projecting loads on side of vehicles. . portweig \IQERI\I/IITS victions
348.10  Special I|m|ta_1t|on_s on_load. N 348.25 Generalprovisions relating tpermits for vehicles and loads of excessive
348.11 Penalty for violating size and load limitations. sizeand weight.

WEIGHT 348.26 Single trip permits.
348.15 Weight limitations on class “A” highways. 348.27 Annual, consecutive month or multiple trip permits.
348.16 Weight limitations on class “B” highways. 348.28 Permits to be carried.
GENERAL PROVISIONS (3) Any owner of a vehicle who causesparmits such vehicle

to be operated on a highway in violation of this chaptguity
348.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and of the violation the same as if the owner had actually operated the

phrasegdefined in s340.01are used in the same sense in thiehicle. _ ) ) )
chapterunless a dferent definition is specifically provided. (4) Thelimitations on size, weight and load imposedtiig

(2) In this chapter the following terms have the designatedj'@Pterdo not apply to road machinery actually engaged in con
meanings: structionor maintenance of a highway within the limits of the

(a) “Axle” includes all wheels of a vehicle imposing weight oH roject.

the highway the centers of which are included betwegratallel . (5) Thelimitations on weight, length and number of vehicles
transversevertical planes less than 42 inches apaxtending It? combln]?tlorr]l_lrlnpqsed by this chapter siafl apply to a C?Fnh
acrossthe full width of vehicle and load. inationof vehicles in an emgency towing operation in whic

B o ; . . he towing vehicle is beingised to remove a stalled or disabled

(am) “Certified stationary scale” means a stationary scalgshicleor combination of vehicles from the highway to trear
whichis tested anthspected annually for accuracy by the depargsiadequatelace for repairs, or in which the towing vehicle is an
mentof agriculture, trade and consumer protection or other authgnergencytruck tractor temporarily substituted for a stalled or
rized testing agenay accordance with specifications, tolerancegjisapledtruck tractor The vehicle owner or the owreagent
standardsandprocedures established by the national 'nSt'tUte(%alldesignate the nearest adequate place for repaistiales
standardsndtechnology and the department of agriculture, tradg combinations of vehicles exceeding the statutory length limits
andconsumer protection for the testing and examination of scalgs|imits on the number of vehicles in combination.

(ar) “Consecutive month permit” means a permit issued for aHistory: 1977 c. 1971979 c. 3481981 c. 268312, 390, 1989 a. 1341991 a.
minimum of 3 consecutive months. 516

(av) “Fender line”, in the case of motor trucks, means the out
ermost limitsof the rear fenders, flare boards or floor of the body SIZEAND LOAD

whlche:‘verprqec_ts o”utward the farthest. . . 348.05 Width of vehicles. (1) No person without a permit
_(b) “Grossweight” means the weight of a vehicle or combinapereforshall operate on a highway any vehicle having a total
tion of vehicles equipped for service plie weight of any load \yigth in excess of 8 feet 6 inches, except as otherwise provided
which the vehicle or combination of vehicles may be carrying;y this section.
(bm) “Personal watercraft” has the meaning given B0s50 (2) Thefollowing vehicles maye operated without a permit
(9d). for excessive width if the total outside width does not exceed the
(bt) “Raw forest products.” means logs, pilings, posts, poldésdicatedlimitations:
cordwoodproducts, wood chips, sawdust, pulpwood, fuel wood (a) No limitation for implements of husbandry temporarily
andChristmas trees not altered by a manufacturing proceeof gperatedipon ahighway in the course of performance of its work.

land, sawmill or factory from which they are taken. _ (b) No limitation for snowplows operated by or for a govern
(c) “Tandem axle” means any 2 or more consecu_m_lles mentalagency
whosecenters are 42 or more inches apartwhith are individu (c) Twelve feet forfarm tractors, except that the total outside

ally attached to or articulated from, or both, a common attachm@ggith of a farm tractor shall not exceed 9 feet when operated
to the vehicle includinga connecting mechanism designed tgny Wisconsin highway other than that portion of USH 51
equalizethe load between axles. betweenNausau an@TH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between
aaaiony: 1981 c. 313s.1,2,4,1985 a. 202212 332, 1989 2. 1651993 2. 62 ysH 51and the 1 90/94 interchange near Portagen their fed

' ' eral designation as | 39, that is a part of the national system of

348.02 Applicability of chapter . (1) Theprovisions of this Interstateand defense highways. _
chapter restricting the size, weight and lo&udehicles apply also  (d) Ten feet 6 inches fanowplows attached to motor vehicles
to vehicles owned by or operated duyfor a governmental agency Normally used for the transportation of milk.
subjectto such exceptions in this chapter (f) Eight feet 8 inches for urban passenger buses.

(2) The provisions of this chapter restricting the size and (i) A realistic body width of 8 feet 6 inches for mobile homes.
weightof vehicles apply to the vehicle and any load which itis car (k) Nine feet for loadsf tie logs, tie slabs and veneer logs; pro
rying except as otherwise provided in this chapter vided that no part of the load shall extend more than 6 inches
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beyondthe fender line on the left side of the vehicle or extend (f) No overall length limitation foa tractor—semitrailer com
morethan 10 inches beyond the fender linglmnright side of the bination, a double bottom or an automobile haulaway when such
vehicle. This paragraph does not apply to transport on highwaiyactor-semitrailecombination, double bottom or automobile
dgsignatedas parts of the national system of interstate and defehseilawayis operated on a highway designated under (g)b.
highwaysunder s84.29 (fm) No length limitation for a truck tractor or road tractor
(L) Twelve feet for loads of hay in bales and, from Septembehensuch truck tractor or road tractisroperated in a tractor—
15to December 15 of each yefur loads of Christmas trees fromsemitrailercombination or as padf a double bottom or an audto
the point of harvesting or staging to a Christmas tree yard or paimbile haulaway on a highway designated under &4b.
of commercial shipment, if the total outside width of the loads do (g) 48 feet for asemitrailer or trailer operated as part of a
notexceed the width of a single tiiaflane of any highway over 2-vehiclecombination, except as provided in.ar).
which the loads are carriedThis paragraph does not apply 10 (gm) 28 feet 6 inches for a semitrailer or trailer operated as part
vehicleson highways designated parts of the national systemgf 5 double bottom.
of interstate and defense highways undQ4529 ) (gr) 53 feet for a semitrailer whose length from kingpiestie
(2m) The secretaryby rule, shall designate safety devicegoes not exceed 43 feet and which is operated as part of a
which may not be |n(_:|ude_ﬂh the Ca|Cu|atI0n_ of width under Subs.z_vehiclecombination on a h|ghway designated under Stw
(1) and(2). The designation of safety devices under shissee (h) 65 feet for articulated buses operated in urban areas.

tion may not be inconsistent with the safdéwices designated by (i) 58 feet for a vehicle combination consisting of a motor bus

the U.S. t f t tati ddr. @7-36 ti - f
3261_ secretary of fransportation un 9 section andtrailer owned and operated,and for the exclusive use of a

nonprofitorganization. This paragramgloes not apply to trailers
sedfor transporting recreational vehicles. As usedhis para
raph, “nonprofit omanization” means any g@anization

(3) Farmtractors exceeding 12 feetwndth and all other farm
.machiljery.and implements of huspandry exceeding 8 feet
inchesin width not being operated in the coursgpefformance gegerinedn sectior601 (c) (3) of the internalevenue code which

of its work may be moved, toweat hauled over the highwaysig exempt from federal income tax under secion (a) of the
without a special permit issued undeB48.27(14) between one- niarnal Pevenue code. @)

half hour before sunrise and sunset on Mondays to Thursdays an
from one-half hour before sunrise to 2 p.m.knidays. Such .
overwidthmachinery shall not be movedywed or hauled on any hhangok£_4I feet to the front of the vehictnd 5 feet to the rear of
Wisconsinhighway other than any overwidth machinery that i§ evenicie. . o . . .

not a commercial motor vehicle on thaortion of USH 51 (2a) Tourtrains consisting of 4 vehicles including the prepel
betweerWausau an®TH 78 and that portion of STH 78 betweejnd motor vehicle may beperated as provided in348.08 (1)
USH 51and the | 90/94 interchange near Portagen their fed (©).

eral designation as | 39, which is parftthe national system of  (3) (&) The overall length of a mobile home shall be measured
interstateand defense highways without a special permit issuéfi@m the rear thereof to the rear of the vehiclemaich it is
unders.348.27 (14) attached.

(4) Notwithstanding sub. (1), the secretary may restrict (b) 1. Exceptas provided in sula, the length of a semitrailer
vehiclesto a width of less than 8 feet 6 inches on any portion ©f trailer shall be measured from thent thereof to the rear of the
anystate or locahighway if he or she deems such restriction negemitraileror trailer or cago, whichever is longerexcluding
essanyto protect the public safetyAny such restriction shall be bumpersstake pockets, air deflectors and refrigeration units.
indicatedby official signs. If the secretary restricts vehiclesto a 2. The length of a semitrailer operated as the first trailing unit
width of less than 8 feet 6 inches on any local highwlaylocal in a double bottom consisting of a truck tractor and 2 semitrailers
authorityin chage of maintenance shall be responsible for ereatoesnot include a frame extension bearafth—wheel connec

(a) 66 feet for an automobile haulaway plus an additional over

ing the appropriate signs on the local highway tion by which the 2nd trailing unit is drawn unless the frame exten
History: 1975 c. 501977 c. 261977 c. 2%.1654 (9) (b) 1981 c. 221983 a.  sionis more than 8 feet in length. This subdivision does fiettaf
78,508 1985 a. 1871993 a. 353404, 1995 a. 7225 348 1999 a. 85 the measurement of length from the front of the semitrailer to the

rearof the cago.
(c) The distance between a kingpin and semitrailer axle shall
nl&e measured as follows:

348.06 Height of vehicles. (1) Except as provided in sub.
(2), no person, without a permit therefaray operate on a high

way any motor vehicle, mobile home, trailer or semitrailer havi o . N
anoverall height in excess of 13 1/2 feet. 1. On asemitrailer having a tandem axle, from the kingpin to
(2) Implementsof husbandry of any height may be tempoa point midway betweethe first and last axles of the tandem axle.

rarily operated upom highway without a permit for excessive _2: On & semitrailer not having a tandem axle, fronkthgpin
height. to the center of the rearmost axle.

(4) The secretary shall, by rule, designate the highways
pahich sub.(2) (f), (fm), (gm) and(gr) and s348.08 (1) (epnd(h)
{2pply. The designation of highways under thigsection may not
be inconsistent with the designatioihighways made by the U.S.
secretaryof transportation underlP 97-424 section 41. The
secretarymay also designate additional highways by rula.
348.07 Length of vehicles. (1) No person, without a permit 2d0ptinga rule designating other highways, which may include
therefor,may operate on a highwany single vehicle with an 2-1anehighways, the secretashall specify the factors which
overalllength in excess of 40 feet or any combinatib@ vehicles resultedin the determination to designate the highways. These

with an overall length in excess of 65 feet, exesptherwise pro  factorsshall include, but are not limitemw, safety economics,
videdin subs(2) and(2a). energysavings, industry productivity and competitioviehicles
(2) Thefollowing vehicles maye operated without a permitto which sub(2) (7), (fm), (gm) and(gr) and s348.08 (1) (epand

a h - (h) applymay also operate on undesignated highways for-a dis
forteglt_:estsnt/_e length if the overall length does not exceed the i %cgg‘é mﬁ/es or IeF;s in order to obt%in accesgs to g designated
catedlimitations:

highwayor to reach fuel, food, maintenance, repaist, staging,

(3) Thelimitations on total heighstated in this section shall
not be construed as requiring a clearance of such height o
relieving the owners of vehiclesot exceeding such total heigh
from liability for any damage.

History: 1999 a. 85

(c) Forty five feet for mobile homes and motor buses.  terminal or vehicle assembly facilitiesr points of loading or
(e) No limitation for implements of husbandry temporarilyunloading. The secretary mapy rule, designate an access route
operatedupon a highway of more than 5 miles from a designated highway when the longer
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routeprovides safer and better access to a location which is witkiithout a permit, be drawn by a motor truck if the overall length
the 5-mile limit. Household goods carriers may operate betweefithe combination of vehicles does not exceed 60 feet.

highwaysdesignated in this subsectiand points of loading and  (h) Two new trailers or semitrailers to be used for transporting
unloading. farm products or livestock mayithout such permibe drawn by

(5) As often as it deems necessahe department shall pub a motor truck not exceeding 25 feet in length if each trailer or
lish maps required for its own use and for free distribution showemitraileris 28 feet 6 inches dess in length and the trailers or
ing the highways designated under si#).and such other main semitrailersare being transportetirectly from a manufacturer to
highwaysand other features as the department deems desirald@ealer or directly from a dealer to another dealdre length of

History: 1975 c. 2791977 c. 2%s.1487gto 1487m 1654 (9) (b)1977 c. 418  thefirst trailing unit does not include a frame extension by which
1979¢. 2551981 c. 1591761983 a. 2078, 192 1985 a. 165187, 1987 a. 301991 the 2nd trailing unit is drawn.

a.39, 72, 1995 a. 1931997 a. 271999 a. 85186 | . . . ,
(2) Wheneverany train of agricultural vehicles is being oper
348.08 Vehicle trains. (1) No person, without a permit atedunder sub(1) (b), the train shall be equipped as provided in
thereforshall operate on a highway any motor vehicle drawing 8r 347-21 (Im)and (2). Whenever any train of agricultural
havingattached thereto more than one vehicle, except that:  Vehiclesis being operated under sut) (d), the train shall be

(a) ™wo or 3 vehicles maywithout such permit, be drawn Orequippe(hs provided in $347.21 (1)and(2). The trailer hitches

attachedwhen suchvehicles are being transported by the drivegf atrain of agricultural vehicles shall be of a positive nature so
i = asto prevent accidental release.

awaymethod in saddlemoupbmbmatlon and the overall length History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) ()1981 ¢. 276277 1983 a. 781985 a. 20209

of such combination of vehicles does not exceed 65 feet. 1987a. 1641991 a. 1439, 72.

(b) Two trailers used primarily as implements of husbandry '{pﬁtﬁimgyR?gé%ngigt > Jggﬂl%%‘f bottom trailers. Raymond Motarfisporta-
connectiorwith seasonal agricultural activities or one such trailer ™ "¢V ’ " '
andany other implement of husbandry mesthout suctpermit, 5,
bedrawn by a farm tractor if the operation of such combination 96
vehiclesis exclusively a farming operation and not for the tran
portationof property for hire anid the overall length of such com b
binationof vehicles does not exceed 60 feet.

8.09 Projecting loads on side of vehicles. (1) No per

n, without a permit thereformay operate on a highway any
otor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer carrying any load extending
eyondthe fender line on the left side or extending more than 6
) o ) . ) inchesbeyond the fender line on the right side of the vehicle.
(c) “Tour trains,” as defined in 840.01 (67m)may without (2) This section applies even though the total width of the

suchpermit, be drawn by a motor vehicle upon and along counfpicie and loaddoes not exceed the maximum permitted under
andmunicipal roads and streets and across state trunk highwaysyg o5

andupon and along state trunk highways where there are no alt€fjisiory: 1999 a. 85

nate municipal or county routes or streets for such operation. The

following requirements and restrictions shall apply to “tour traind48.10 Special limitations on load. (1) No person, with

operations: out a permit thereformay operate on a highway any vehicle or
1. Tour trains shall operate within a radius of 10 miles fromombinationof vehicles with any load thereon extending more

the situs of the beginning and ending of the excursion. than3 feet beyond the front of the foremost vehicle, except as pro
2. Tour trains shall operate only along those portions of tiédedin s.348.07 (2) (j) and except that a vehicle carrying another

statetrunk highway system approved by the department. vehicleequipped with a crane or boom which extends more than
3. The towing vehicle shall be of such design and constructig feet beyond the front of the foremost vehicle mayperated

A ; hout permit if the total length of the vehicle or combination of
itﬂgt\;:e\llqvilzl:llza;ﬁglIt(i)r\wlvrfgecggg %tesgefgcrjrsnE?ygoegt?argjlgt.ghi\rllld btge toV\O(}ehicles,measuringrom the end of the foremost projection of the

motor vehicle originally designed and manufactured expressly @ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;’i;ﬁ%ggf the rearmosthicle, does not exceed statutory
operationupon public highways. g :

4. Eac_h unit of a “tour trgin", regardless of weight, shall b\?e
equippedwith brakes as provided in347.35 (3) (a)

5. Tour trains shall be equippedth head lamps, tail lamps,
stoplamps, directional signal lamps and reflectors as _providedtpa
ch.347and in compliance with these provisions dhéftrain were within a cago body or are securely fastened to the vehicle by

asingle mo.tor vehicle. . ) chains, steel cables or other attachment devices of equivalent
6. A” h|t(.:hes, COUplIngS, Safety chains or cables shalhbe Strengthvvhose Safety is approved by the department.

compliancewith s.347.47 _ (3m) No person may operate on a highway any meétricle,

~ (d) Two trailers transporting empty pressurizechonpressur  trajler or semitrailer carrying junk or scrapped vehicielessone

izedtanks used for hauling or storing liquid agricultural fertilizegf the following conditions is satisfied:

or 2 implements ohusbandryincluding 2 empty trailers used pri () Each junk or scrapped vehicle is securely fastened to the

marily as implements of husbandry aonnection with seasonal\ghicle carrying the load by chains, steablesor other attach

agriculturalactivities, maywithout such permit, be drawn by ayentdevices of equivalent strengtihose safety is approved by

motor truck or truck tractor if the overall lengt such combina  he department. In this paragraph, “securely fastened” naans

tion of vehicles and load does not exceed 60 feet. For purpoggshtier of junk or scrapped vehicles is secured by at least 2

(2) No person shall operate a vehiole a highway unless such
hicle issoconstructed and loaded as to prevent its contents from
dropping,sifting, leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom.

(3) No person mayperate on a highway any motor vehicle,
iler or semitrailer carrying logs unless the logs are transported

of this paragraph, “empty” means less than 20% full. chains,steel cables asther attachment devices across the axis of
(e) A double bottom may be operatend highways designated its width.
by the secretary under 348.07 (4) (b) The vehicle carrying the load is equipped with stakes which

(f) A double bottom transporting dairy products from the poisifre securely fastened by chains, steel cables or other attachment
of production to the first point of processing may operate on adgvicesof equivalent strength whose safety is approved by the
highway not designated under348.07 (4)if the overall length department and the top of the load is lower than theotdhe
of such double bottom does not exceed 60 f¢he double bat  stakes.
tom operates on a highway designated unde348.07 (4) s. (c) The vehicle carrying the load is equipped with sides; side
348.07(2) (f), (fm) and(gm) applies. boardsor side stakes and withraar endgate, endboard or rear

(9) Three trailers containing only warning signs used exclstakes. These devices shall be offitient strength and height to
sively for highway maintenance or construction purposes, mgyreventthe cago from shifting upon or falling from the vehicle.
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No device may have any aperturggenough to permit @ in (b) The gross weight imposed time highway by the wheels
contactwith one or more of the devices to pass through the apef any one axle may not exceed 20,000 pounds. In addition, the
ture. grossweight imposed on the highway by the wheélthe steering

(4) All other provisions notwithstanding, no person shafxle of a truck tractor may not exceed 13,000 pounds unless the
operateon a highway any trailer or semitrailer when the grog¥anufacturer'sated capacity ahe axle and the tires is Sofent
weightof thetrailer or semitrailer exceeds the empty weight of tH€ carry the weight, but not to exceed 20,000 pounds.
towing vehicle, unlesshe trailer or semitrailer is equipped with ~ (bg) In the case of a vehicle or combination of vehicles {rans
brakesas provided in $347.35 (3) (apnd(b). porting exclusively milk from the point of production to the-pri

(5) Theload imposed upon trailers or semitrailshall be dis Mary market and the return of dairy supplasd dairy products

tributedin a manner that will preveside sway under all condi ToM such primary market to the farm, the gross weight imposed
tions of operation: on the highway by the wheels of any one axle may not exceed

(@) All items of load carried by anailer, semitrailer or 21,000pounds arfor 2 axles 8 or less feet apart, 37,000 pounds

: ; =~ or, for groups of 3 or more consecutiggles more than 9 feet
mobile home,except bulk material such as sand, gravel, dirt NQhart a weight of 2,000 pounds more thasfiswn in par(c), but
in containers, shall be secured to,amrin the trailer in such man ' , !

. ; . .notto exceed 80,000 pounds. This paragraph does not apply to the
ner as to prevent shifting of the load while the trailer or mobilgationa| system dhtergtate and defeelse%igﬁways, excep?%rl that
homeis being drawn by a towing vehicle. _ __portionof USH 51 between ®isau and STH 78 and that portion
(b) Boats of any type transported on a trailer or semitrailgf STH 78 betweek/SH 51 and the | 90/94 interchange near Por
beingdrawn by a towing vehicle shall be secured in position glgeupon their federal designation as | 39.
bow and stern by attachments of such strength and destgn as (py) |n thecase of a vehicle or combination of vehicles trans
preventthe boat from shifting its position on the trailer or beco”borting exclusively peeled or unpeeled forest productsrass
ing separated from the trailer while being transported thereonyise or in the case of a vehicte combination of vehicles trans
(c) The load carriethy any trailer semitrailer or mobile home porting exclusively scrap metal, the gross weight imposed on the
shallbe so positioned that a weight of teds than 35 pounds is highway by the wheels of any one axle may not exc2g@b00
imposedat the center of the point of attachment to the towirgpundsor, for 2 axles 8 or less feet apart, 37,000 poungdfor
vehiclewhen parked on a level surface. groupsof 3 or more consecutive axles more than 9 feet apart, a
History: 1983 a. 781983 a. 192.304 1985 a. 1611991 a. 2491993 a. 401 weightof 4,000 pounds morthan is shown in pafc), but not to
exceed80,000 pounds. This paragraph does not apply to the

348.11 Penalty for violating size and load limitations. nationalsystem ofnterstate and defense highways, except for that
(1) Any person violating s348.090r 348.10may be required to portionof USH 51 between ®isau and STH 78 and that portion
forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $200. of STH 78 betweetdSH 51 and the |1 90/94 interchange near Por

(2) Any person violating s@48.05to 348.08may be required tageupon their federal designation as | 39.
to forfeit not less than $50 nor more than $100 for the fifehek (bv) In the case of a vehicle oombinationof vehicles used
andmay be required to forfeit not less than $100 nor more thamimarily for the transportation of septage, as defined28%.49
$200for the 2ndand each subsequent conviction within one.yedd) (a), the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of
History: 1971 c. 278 anyone axle may not exceed 21,500 poundfoof axles 8 or less
feetapart, 37,000 pounds,dor groups of 3r more consecutive
WEIGHT axlesmore than Jeet apart, a weight of 4,000 pounds more than
is shown in par(c) or, for groups of 4 or more consecutive axles
. N nn L morethan 10 feet apart, a weight of 6,000 pounds more than is
348.15 Weight limitations on class "A" highways. shownin par (c) or, for groups of 5 or more consecutive axles
(1) In this section “class "Ahighway” includes all statérunk ~5re than 14 feet apart, a weight of 7,000 pounds more than is
highwaysand connecting highways and those county trunk—hlg%tlown in par(c), but not to exceed 80,000 poundEhis para
. X aph does not apply to the national system of interssate
thereof,that have not been designated as cBSSighways puf  gefensehighways, except for that portion of USH 51 between
suantto s.349.15 o _ Wausauand STH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between USH 51
(3) Subjectto any modifications made by a t#iss city under and the | 90/94 interchangearPortage upon their federal desig
s.349.15 (3) no person, without a permihay operate on a classnationas | 39.
“A” highway anyvehicle or combination of vehicles unless the (c) The gross weight imposed on tighway by any group of
vehicle or combination of vehicles complies witie following 2 or”more consecutive axles af vehicle or combination of
weightlimitations: vehiclesmay not exceed the maximum gross weights irfahe
(&) Thegross weight imposed on the highway by any orlewing table for each ofhe respective distances between axles
wheelor multiple wheels supporting one eofdan axle may not andthe respective numbers of axles of a group: [See Figure 348.15
exceed 1,000 pounds. (3) (c) following]
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Figure 348.15 (3) (c):

Maximum gross weight in pounds on a group of——

2 consecy 3 consecu 8 consecu
tive axles of  tive axles of 4 consecu 5 consecu 7 consecutive  tive axles of
a 2-axle a 3-axle tive axles tive axles axles of a a 8-axle
vehicle or vehicle or of of a 4-axle of a 5—axle 6 consecu 7-axle vehicle vehicle or of
any vehicle any vehicle vehicle or vehicle or tive axles or of any any vehicle
Distancesin or combina-  or combina- 4 consecutive of any 5 consecutive of any 6 consecutive of any vehicle or or combina-
feet between tion of tion of axles of any vehicle axles of any vehicle axles of any vehicle combination tion of
foremost vehicles hav  vehicles hav  combination of  having a combination of  having a combination of  having a of vehicles vehicles hav
and rear- ing atotal of ing atotal of vehicles having total of 5 vehicles having  total of 6 vehicles having  total of 6 having a total  ing a total of
most axles of 3 or more 4 or more a total of 5 or or more a total of 5 or or more a total of 6 or or more of 7 or more 8 or more
a group axles axles more axles axles more axles axles more axles axles axles axles
4 34,000
5 34,000
6 34,000
7 34,000 37,000
75t08 35,000 38,500
more
than 8 38,000 42,000
but less
than 8.5
9 39,000 43,000
10 40,000 43,500 48,500
11 44,500 49,500
12 45,000 50,000 55,500
13 46,000 50,500 60,000 62,500
14 46,500 51,500 60,500 62,500
15 47,500 52,000 61,500 62,500
16 48,000 52,500 62,000 62,500 64,200
17 49,000 53,500 63,000 63,200 71,700 64,000
18 49,500 54,100 63,500 64,400 72,200 65,000
19 50,500 55,100 64,500 65,000 73,000 65,500
20 51,500 56,000 65,000 65,700 73,000 66,000 73,000
21 52,200 56,800 66,000 66,900 73,000 66,900 73,000 73,000
22 52,900 57,600 66,500 67,700 73,000 67,700 73,000 73,000
23 53,600 58,400 67,500 68,900 73,000 68,900 73,000 73,500
24 54,300 59,200 68,500 70,000 73,000 70,000 73,000 74,000
25 55,000 60,000 69,000 71,000 73,000 71,000 73,000 74,500 80,000
26 55,700 60,800 69,500 72,000 73,000 72,000 73,000 75,000 80,000
27 56,500 61,600 70,500 72,800 73,000 72,800 73,000 76,000 80,000
28 57,100 62,400 71,300 73,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 76,500 80,000
29 58,000 63,200 72,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 77,000 80,000
30 58,500 64,000 72,700 73,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 77,500 80,000
31 59,500 64,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 73,000 78,000 80,000
32 60,000** 64,000 73,000** 73,000 73,000** 73,000 73,000** 78,500 80,000**
33 64,000 73,000 74,000 79,500
34 64,500 73,000 74,500 80,000***
35 65,500 73,000 75,,000
36 66,000 73,000 75,500
37 66,500 73,000 76,000
38 67,500 73,000 77,000
39 68,000 73,000 77,500
40 68,500 73,000 78,000
41 69,500 73,500 78,500
42 70,000 74,500 79,000
43 70,500 75,000 80,000
44 71,500 75,500 80,000
45 72,000 76,000 80,000
46 72,500 77,000 80,000
47 73,500 77,500 80,000
48 74,000 78,000 80,000
49 74,500 78,500 80,000
50 75,500 79,500 80,000
51 76,000%+** 80,000**** 80,000****

*Maximum at 10 or more feet between axles.
**Maximum at 32 or more feet between axles.
**Maximum at 34 or more feet between axles.
***Maximum at 51 or more feet between axles.

(d) Notwithstanding par(c), 2 consecutive sets of tandentationspecified in parga), (b) and(c) by 15% if the gross weight
axlesmay impose on the highway a gross load of 34,000 pourafghe vehicleor combination of vehicles does not exceed the- max
eachif the overall distance between the first and last axlesdi imum gross weight specified for that vehide combination of
consecutivesets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more. vehiclesunder par(c). This paragraph does not apply to the

(e) Notwithstanding parga), (b) and(c), in the case of a nationalsystem ofnterstate and defense highways, except for that
vehicleor combination of vehicles transporting exclusivelyiveportionof USH 51 between ¥isau and STH 78 and that portion
stock,the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheelsaifSTH 78 betweeb)SH 51 and the | 90/94 interchange near Por
anyone axle or axle group may exceed the applicable weight lirageupon their federal designation as | 39.
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(4) Notwithstandingthe possibility of increased weight on a (2) Exceptas provided in sul§3) and s348.175and subject
particularwheel or axle or group of axles due to practical operdab any modifications made by a city of the first class pursuant to
ing problems, including, but not limited to, accumulation of snow. 349.15 (3) no person, without a permit therefehall operate
ice, mud or dirt, the use of tire chains or minor shiftridoad, the on a class “B” highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles
maximum weights set forth in sul(3) include absolutely all imposingwheel, axle, group of axles, or gross weight on the-high
weightsallowable. way exceeding 6@er cent of the weights authorized i1848.15

(5) For enforcement of weight limitations specified by thig3)-
chapterthe gross weight, measured in pounds, imposed on the(3) Any motor vehicle whoseperation is pickup or delivery
highwayby any wheel or any one axle or by any group of 2 or maneay pick up or deliveon a class “B” highway if the gross weight
axles shall be determined by weighing thehicles and load, imposedon the highway by the wheels of any one axle does not
eitherby single draft or multiple draft weighing on certified-staexceedl6,500 pounds, subject to the approval of the county high
tionary scales or oportable scales in good working order whiclway commissioner or the county highway committe¢he case
aretested in comparison to certified stationary scales wlbBin of highways maintained by the county
daysimmediately prior to any weighing operatiby the depaft  History: 1981 c. 312
mentof agriculture, trade and consumer protection or other autho
rized testingagencies for accuracy to within standard accept@d8.17 Special or seasonal weight limitations. (1) No
tolerances.The weighing operation shall be performed in accorgiersonwhether operating under a permit or otherwise, shall oper
ancewith andunder conditions accepted as good weighing-tecatea vehicle in violation of special weigliitations imposed by
nique and practice. In multiple draft weighing the sum of thstateor local authorities on particular highways, highway struc
weight of respectivecomponents shall be used to establish thiaresor portions ofhighways when signs have been erected as
weightof acombination of the components. It is recognized thakquiredby s.349.16 (2)giving notice of such weight limitations,
the weight, determined in accordance with methods prescribedeixcept when the vehicle is being operated undepemit
this chapter includes all statutory weights and represents tlexpresslyauthorizing such weight limitations to be exceeded.
momentaryload forceor reaction imposed on the scale at the time (2) whenevetthe operator of a vehicls ordered by the 6
of weighing. Such weightsiclude any variation due to the fol ceror agency irchage of maintenance or by a fiafofficer to
lowing factors: suspendoperation of such vehicle because of the damage such
(a) Positioning or tilt of the vehiclen the scale platform and vehicleis causing or likely to cause to the highway or the public
adjacentoearing surface; investmentherein, the operator shall forthwith comply with such
(b) Momentary position of axle centers with respect to wheefder.
bearingsand vehicle body; (3) During an enegy emegency after consultation witthe
(c) Temporary distribution of loading on the wheel or axle; ardepartmentof administration, the departmemay waive the
(d) Miscellaneous variable factors sring flexure, shackle divisible load limitation of s348.25 (4)and authorize for a period

friction, clutch engagement, brake pressure, tire compression 8q§t0 exceed 30 days thperation of overweight vehicles having
othervariable factors. aregistered gross weight of 50,000 pounds or morecarging

(5m) Thedistances between axles and between the forem grgyresources or fuel or milk commodities designated by the

andrearmost of a group of axles shall be measured between

centersto the nearest even foot, and when a fraction is exac C
N y 'orethan 10% greater than the gross axle and axle combination
one-halffoot, thg nearest Iger_ whole ”‘?mber shall b.e used. weightlimitations, and not more than 15% greater than the gross
(5r) Irrespectiveof sub/(5), in determining overweight under yepjcleweight limitations under s848.15and348.16 Nothing
sub.(3) the results of weighing by means of either portable scal@sis subsection shall be construed to permit the department to
or certified stationary scales shall aémissible as evidence. In\yajyethe requirements of s348.05to 348.07 This subsection
all cases where a vehicle is weighed aexdified stationary scale, goesnot apply to vehicles on highways designated as parts of the
axlesless than 6 feet apart shall be weighed as one unit. nationalsystem ofnterstate and defense highways, except for that
(6) Atany state weighing scale where a vehicle is found ovejortion of USH 51 between ¥isau and STH 78 and that portion
loaded,the driver mayrequest its reweighing at the same scalef STH 78 betweetdSH 51 and the | 90/94 interchange near Por
Upon reweighing the state fidials shall supply the tabulatedtageupon their federal designation as | 39.
weightticket to the driver All weight tickets for any vehicle shall (4) (a) If the secretary of agriculture, trade and consumer

besupplied to the court in case the matter goes to trial. protectiondetermines that an agricultural egency exists with
(8) Unlessthe departmenprovides otherwise by rule, anyrespecto the harvest of a particular crop, the secretatyanis
axle of a vehicle or combination of vehicles which does n@fortationmay authorize the movement of vehicles or combina
imposeon the highway at least 8% of the gross weight of theyns of vehicles that exceed the weight limitations unda#8.15
vehicleor combination of vehicles may not be counted as an aye348.16by not morethan 15% of the applicable weight limita
for the purposes of suf8) (c). w1654 @) tions. The authorization is limited to vehicles or combinatiohs
History: 1077 c. 2855.1487pto 14875 1650m (4) 1654 (3) 1077 c. 4181979 yehiclesthat are transporting crops from field to storageror
.326 1981 c. 3121083 a. 27345, 486 1985 a. 2 1987 a. 1741989 a. > . .
30,318959 2_ f3,32227;%%398 a,7§5 54861985 a. 202332 1987 a. 1741989 2. 56 cessindfacilities and that have a registered gross weight of 50,000
If a tractor—trailer combination is tdung and too wide for a scale, multiple weigh poundsor more or are described in310.01 (24) (h) Thispara
ing of the separate wheel groups is permissible. An overload permit is to be digjgaphdoes not apply to vehicles combinations of vehicles on
gardedf (he ;‘3}%{%2‘%2‘ exceed 2;5;’*}%%@“ in the permit. StateTvailer Service, highwaysdesignated as parts of the national systeintefstate
Sub. (5r) applies only to overweight determinations under sub. (3) (1929 anddefense highways, except for that portion of USHb&iveen
stats.[now sub. (3) (br)]. State Consolidated FreightwaySorp.72 Ws. 2d 727 Wausauand STH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between USH 51

242 N.W2d 192(1976). ; ; ;

Subs.(3) (b) 2,( 1979)stats. [now (3) (br)] and (5r) are discussed. 62ty 100. ﬁgﬁ(}rr]]zeisl ?334;2?{8?%2?:?;2??2??1Sspggntgsr federal desig
348.16 Weight limitations on class “B” highways. (b) The secretary of agriculture, trade and consumer protection
(1) In this section: shall specify in writing the factors which resultéu the deter

(b) “Class ‘B’ highway” includes those county trunk high minationunder par(a) that an agricultural gnmncy exists. The

ways, town highways and city and village streets, or portion@ctorsshall include but not be limited to: _
thereof,which have been designated as class “B” highways by the 1. The extent of the uncompleted harveshefcrop involved.
local authorities pursuant to 349.15 2. The lateness of the harvest season for the crops involved.

ernor ora designee, regardless of the highways involved, to
serveenegy. Such authorization may ondflow weights not
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3. The weather by the average weight per square foot of load measurement and
(c) Nothing in this subsection shall be constrteegdermit the addingthis computed weight to the empty weight of Wedicle.
departmento waive the requirements of §818.05t0348.07  The c«l';_lverage V\t/_elglgtgs)er ?quatredeOOtdOf |Qaﬂtmeasgrem_e”ttht0fble
(d) The secretary of transportation may limit the applicatigfe€A!N computing the estimated load weignt aré given in the 1o
of authorizations undethis subsection to specific areas of thiPWing table: [See Figure 348.19 (1) (b) following]
state,to specific crops, or to specific highways. @uthorization
underthis subsection is valid for up to 90 days, as determined
the secretary of transportation.

gyjgure: 348.19 (1) (b)

History: 1991 a. 3161995 a. 348ss.11, 13t0 15, 17. Softwood and Poplar Green Seasoned
. . . Peeled 325 Ibs. 200 Ibs.
348.175 Seasonal operation of vehicles hauling Unpeeled 300 Ibs. 250 Ibs.

peeled or unpeeled forest products cut crosswise or Other Hard d
abrasives or salt for highway winter maintenance.  The ther Hardwoods

transportatiorof peeled or unpeeled forest products cut crosswiseéeeled 350 Ibs. 225 Ibs.

or of abrasives or salt for highway winter maintenance in excedsnpeeled 325 Ibs. 275 Ibs.
mggtrﬁzswvivﬁt'grm'g:%ﬁg%ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ% '&V%ggzllat;grgg;"ﬁtttﬁgf:o (Pulpwood which has been cut 6 months prior to hauling is
damagemay resulthereto by reason of such transportation. If af:onsmered seasoned.)
any time any person is so transporting such produ@brasives

or salt upon a class “A” highway in such frozen condition then that
personmay likewiseuse a class “B” highway without other limi ng
tation, except that chains and other traction devices are prohibi
on class “A” highways busuch chains and devices may be us ; : h
in cases of necgessitsl/'heofﬁcers or agencies in ctye of n¥ainte provided in s348.17 (1) the operatorof such vehicle shall not
nanceof highways, upon determination of such frozen conditio‘?#?ceefd (?lr)}(cept to dl’lV? tol su(;;h place ?S g!rect$m1¢)§;]aﬁ|c

and freedom of damage sach highways by transportation shalf |cefrtrc]>r I edprl:rpobse OI redo% Ing olr UQ %a ingi stgjc por
declareparticular highwaysor highways within areas of the stat 'On% € t?]a as h?e? t%a e hquun O% Ie gstmay elnec_?rs]st?]ry
aseligible for increased weight limitations. Such declaragioail  ° r_tta t‘.Jce the welg b 0§486 l’e 3'251"’%” 33‘.&8 170 %omp4y Wld e
includethe maximum weight on each axle, combination of axlé'gn' ﬁ‘ |(.)tn?.|mpose ¢ g : 5'd d . 3;% 17' 1 (AI)Ior( %aﬂ |
andthe gross weight allowed. Any person transporting any su¢hY 'lm'g |(cj)ns pols ed a(;s, phrol‘l”be '? ded 1) I :jn%e”ad )
productover any highway of this state under this section is liabp? "€'0ad€d or unfoaded shall be reloaded or unioaded and care
to the maintaining authority for any damage caused to sigth or by and at the.rlsk of the oyvner or opergtor.of the vehicle.

way. This section does not apply to the national system of inter_(0) If uponweighing a vehicle transporting livestock aficaf
stateand defensdighways, except for that portion of USH s1officer determines that the gross weight of the vehicle exceeds the
betweerWausau an@TH 78 and that portion of STH 78 betweefimitationsimposed by s348.15 348.160r 348.17 (3)or (4) or a

USH 51and the | 90/94 interchange near Portagen their fee ~ limitation postedas provided in $348.17 (1) and if the point of
eraldesignation as | 39. apprehensioris 15 miles or less from the destination of the

History: 1983 a. 5311991 a. 3161995 a. 13. vehicle,the trafic officer shall permit the operator of the vehicle
to proceed to such destination without requiring the vehideeto
348.18 Weight limitations apply to  publicly—owned reloadedor unloaded as provided in p&). This paragraph does
vehicles; exceptions. Section$348.15t0348.17and the pen notapply to vehicles transporting livestock on the national system
altiesfor violations thereoflso apply to vehicles owned by theof interstate and defense highways, except for that podion
state,a countyor municipality except when such vehicles ardJSH 51between Wusau and STH 78 and that portion of STH 78
beingused for the removal, treatment or sanding of snow or icelitweenUSH 51 and the | 90/94 interchange near Portage upon

(2) (a) Except as provided in péb), whenever after a weigh

of a vehicle and load as provided in s(if).a trafic officer
ermineghat the weight exceeds the limitations imposed by s.
.15 348.160r 348.17 (3)or (4) or any limitations posted as

whensuch vehicles are authorized egesrcy vehicles. their federal designation as | 39.
) o ) (3) No operator of a vehicle shall fail or refusestop and sub
348.185 Empty weight to be indicated on side of cer - mit the vehicle and load to a weighingto drive the vehicle to a

tain vehicles; rules. No persorshall operate upon a highwayscale when directed to do so by aftcadfficer excepthat a dual
anymotor truck, truck tractoroad tractor or motor bus, or a trailefpurposemotor home is not required to stop at weigtstafions
or semitrailer used inconnection therewith, unless there isvhenit is being used as a motor home. No operator of a vehicle
attachedo or lettered upon the left sideereof a sign giving its shallfail or refuse after a weighing to reload or unload as provided
emptyweight. The department may promulgate alternalies in this section or to comply with the directions of afiabfficer
applicableto this section. relativeto such reloading or unloading.

History: 1977 ¢. 285.1654 (7) (€) (4) Subsectior{1) (b) shall not apply to vehicles transporting
i ) . . . peeledor unpeeled forest products on the national, interstate or
348.19 Traffic officers may weigh vehicles and require  — gofonqehighway systems, except for that portion of USH 51
removal of excess load. (1) (a) Any trafic officer having poyeernausau anGTH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between

reasorto believe that the gross weight of a vehicle is unlawful ; :
in excess of the gross weight fohich the vehicle is registeredgi:_:jgég?gttigﬁ Iazollgg interchange near Portagen their fed
{ .

may require the operator of such vehicle to stop and submit Siistory: 1975 c. 1361985 a. 2021987 a. 16, 1995 a. 13, 348
vehicleandany load it may be carrying to a weighing by means ’ ' ’ o T
of either portable or certified stationary scadesl may require 348.20 Policy in prosecuting weight violations. Q) It
thatsuch vehicle be driven to the nearest usable portable or cegtideclared to be the publimlicy of the state that prosecutions for
fied stationary scale except as provided in (igr overweightviolations shall in every instance where practicable be
(b) Any other provision of the statutes notwithstanding, iastituted against the person holding the authorigrtificates,
vehicletransporting peeled or unpeeled forest products cut-crobsensesor permits evidencing operating privileges frahe
wise shall notbe required to proceed to a scale more than one ndiepartmentwhich may be the proper object of cancellation or
from the point of apprehension if the estimated gross weight of ttevocationproceedings. In instances where a combination of trac
vehicledoes not exceed the lawful limit. The gross weight of ther and trailer or semitrailer is used, the person standing in the rela
vehicleshall be estimated by multiplying the average length of thienship of principal or employer to the driver of the tragpor-
load by the average height of the loadeet and then multiplying tion of thevehicle combination is liable for violation of £818.15
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to 348.17along with the owneholding authority certificates, 2 cents foreach pound of total excess load if the excess is over
licensesor permits from the state. it a violation of ss348.15to  2,000pounds and not over 3,000 pounds; 3 céarteach pound
348.17for the owner or any other person employing or otherwisé total excess load if the excess is over 3,000 pounds and not over
directingthe operator of the vehicle to require or permit the eper4,000 pounds;5 cents for each pound of total excess load if the
tion of such vehicle upon a highway contrary to 38.15t0 excesss over 4,000 pounds and not over 5,000 pounds; 7 cents
348.17 This section shall not apptg individuals, partnerships, for each pound of total excess load if the excess is over 5,000
limited liability companies or corporations whose principal buspounds.
nessis leasing, for compensation, vehicles including trailers and 2. For the 2nd and each subsequent conviction within a
semitrailers, but such prosecutions shall be instituted against 1|2%montmeriod, a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor more than
lessee of the vehicle. $300, plus an amount equal to: 2 cents for each pound of total
(2) The operator of a vehicle, as agenttioé person holding excesdoad when the total excess is not over 2/880nds; 4 cents
authority certificate license or permit from the state or as ageifier each pound of total excess load if the excess is over 2,000
of the owner of the tractor portion of a vehicle combination of trapoundsand not over 3,000 pounds; 6 cents for each pound of total
tor and trailer or semitraileshall accept service of a summons omxcess load if the excess is 08¢000and not over 4,000 pounds;

behalfof such person or owner 8 cents foreach pound of total excess load if the excess is over
History: 1977 c. 2%s.1487( 1654 (9) (d)1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1987 a. 3691993  4,000pounds anahot over 5,000 pounds; 10 cents for each pound
a.16,112 490 of total excess load if the excess is over 5,000 pounds.

(4) For the purpose of determining a repetitious violator

348.21 Penalty for violating weight limitations. ; Ly I L
(1) Any person violating $848.185may be required to forfeit not '€CEiPLOf a certificateof conviction by the department is prima
. H‘S{:Ie evidence of conviction. In determining whether a 2nd or

lessthan $10 nor more than $20 upon the first conviction and hsequentonviction has occurred within a given 12-month

Le:r?\s?g%ﬁﬁtﬂﬁ: (r)r;?er?/g::n $50 upon the 2nd and each Subsqujgnod,either the original judgment abnviction in a circuit court

. or a municipal court or thafirmance of the judgment by an appel
(2) (@) Any person who violates 848.17 (2)or 348.19 (3) |ate court, if the judgment has beerfimhed, may be counted.

may be required to forfeit not less th&60 nor more than $100 This method of counting is authorized tdeetively reach the rep

uponthe first conviction and, upon the 2nd or each subsequ@gtiousviolator and to prevent misuse of thight of appeal for the

convictionwithin a 12-month period, may be required to fOI’felburposeof forestalling impositiorof the penalties provided by

not less than $100 nor more than $200. this section. Forfeiture of deposit or payment of a forfeiture is a
(b) If the load on any wheel, axle or group of axles does ngdnviction within the meaning of this section.

exceedhe weight prescribed :348.15 (3)or348.160r in a dee History: 1971 c. 164.83; 1971 c. 278307, 1975 c. 2971977 c. 2%.1654 (7)

larationissued under $48.175by more than 2,000 pounds and&) 1981 c. 3121985 a. 201332 1995 a. 3481997 a. 27

if such excess can be reloaded withinribemal load carrying 5P o o g N e O B etocer mp. ooy

areas, on any other wheel, axle or axles, so that all wheels and ' ’ ' R '

axlesare then within the statutory limits, tbperator may reload 348.22 Courts to report weight violation convictions.
asprovided in this paragraph. A total of 2,000 pounds/phicle  Wheneverany owner or operator is convicted of violatisg,

or combination of vehicles may be reloaded under this subsectigng.15t0348.170r any ordinance enacted unde$49.15 (3) the

If reloading is accomplished and all axles or grofipxles are clerk of the court in which theonviction occurred, or the judge
within the legal limits, no forfeiture may be imposed. A vehiclgr municipaljudge, if the court has no clerk, shall, within 48 hours
or combination of vehicles under this subsection which is nafterthe conviction, forware record of conviction to the depart

reloadedmay continue to be operated upon the highwat/a fof  ment. Forfeiture of bail or appearance momeyayment of a fine
feiture of $50 shall be imposed for failure to reload. This ferfeis a conviction within the meaning of this section.

ture shall be paid upothe basis of the citation issued by th#-of  History: 1971 c. 164.83, 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1985 a. 3321989 a. 31
cial to the court named in the citatioRailure to pay shall subject

the operator to the penalty in pa) or sub.(3) (a) Violations PERMITS
underthis subsection shall not be consideredliaktions or prior
convictionsunder par(a) or sub.(3) (a)or (b). 348.25 General provisions relating to permits for

(3) Any person violating s348.150r 348.160r any weight vehicles and loads of excessive size and weight. (1) No
limitation posted as provided in 348.17 (1)or in a declaration personshall operate a vehicle on or transport an article over a
issuedunder s348.175or authorized under 848.17 (3)or(4) or  highwaywithout first obtaining a permit therefor as provided
in an overweight permit issued undeB48.260r 348.27may be s.348.260r348.27if such vehicle or article exceeds the maximum
penalizedas follows: limitations on size, weight or projectioof load imposed by this

(a) If the weight exceeds by 1,000 pounds or less the maximGhapter.
setforth in s.348.15(3) or 348.160r posted as provided ins. (2) (a) Vehicles or articles transported under perani¢
348.17(1) or in a declaration issued undei348.1750r authe exemptfrom the restrictions and limitations imposed by this ehap
rizedunder s348.17 (3)or (4) or in an overweight permit issuedter on size, weight and load to the extent stated in the permit.
unders. 348.260r 348.27 a forfeiture of not less than $50 norExceptas provided in pafb), any person who violates a condition
morethan $100 upon the first conviction and, upon the 2nd anéla permit under which that person is operating is subject to the
eachsubsequent conviction within a 12-month period, a forfesamepenalties as would be applicable if that person were eperat
ture of not less than $100 nor more than $200. ing without a permit.

(b) If the weight exceeds by more than 1,000 pounds the maxi (b) If an overweight permit haseen obtained under348.26
mum set forth in s348.15 (3)or 348.160r posted as provided in or348.27 and the vehicle exceeds the weight statete permit,
$.348.17 (1)or in a declaration issued undeB48.1750r authe  any overweight violation shall be computed on the basithef
rizedunder s348.17 (3)or (4) or in an overweight permit issuedweightauthorized in the permit. The amount of the forfeifare
under s. 348.26 or 348.27 the forfeiture shall beeomputed overweightviolations determined under this paragraph sbell
accordingto the following schedule and in the case of violation afalculatedas provided in 348.21 (3) This paragraph does not
s.348.15 (3) (bg)r (br) shall be computed on the basistloé applyif any otherconditions of an overweight permit are violated.
weightsstated in s348.15 (3) (bgpr (br): (3) Thedepartment shall prescribe forms for applications for

1. For the first conviction, a forfeiture of not leksin $50 nor all single trip permits thgranting of which is authorized by s.
morethan $200 plus an amount equal to: 1 cent for each poun®d8.26and forthose annual, consecutive month or multiple trip
total excess load when the total excess is not over 2,000 pourgsmits the granting of which is authorized by48.27 (2)and
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(4) to (14). The department may impose such reasonable-coriitin for a permit for a vehicle described in this subdivision is sub
tions prerequisite to the granting of any permit authorized.by mitted to the department after December 31, 1999, and before
348.260r348.27and adopt such reasonable rules for the operatidaly 1, 2003the fee is $28.
of a permittee thereunder as it deems necessary for the safety o3, For a vehicle or combination of vehicles, the weight of
traveland protection of the highwayThe department may limit which exceeds any of the provisions 0848.15 (3) 10% of the
useof the highways undemy permit issued to specified hours ofee specified in pa(b) 3.for an annual permfor the comparable
the day or days of the week. Locdidéls granting permits may grossweight, rounded to the nearest whole dollar
imposesuch additional reasonalilenditions as they deem neces (1)) Unless a dferent fee is specifically provided, the depart
saryin view of local conditions. mentshall chage the following fees for the first permit and each
(4) Exceptas provided undes. 348.26 (5)or (6) or 348.27 subsequentr revalidated annualr multiple trip permit issued
(3m), (9), (9m), (9r), (91), (10), (12) or(13), permits shall be issued unders.348.27except that no fee mde chaged for the amend
only for the transportingdf a single article or vehicle which mentof a permit under £48.27 (3m)
exceedsstatutory size, weight or load limitations and which-can 1. Eor a vehicle or combination of vehicles whiekceeds
not reasonably be divided or reduced to comply with statutofyngthlimitations, $60, except that if the application fqvexmit
size,weight or load limitations, except that: for a vehicle described in this subdivision is submitted to the
(a) A permit may be issued for the transportation of propertiepartmentafter December 31, 199and before July 1, 2003,
consistingof more than one article, some or all of which exceedse fee is $66.
statutory size limitations, provided statutory gross weight limita 2. For a vehicle or combination of vehicles whiekceeds
tionsare not thereby exceeded and provided the additéstieles idth limitations or height limitations or both, $90, except that if
transportedio not cause the vehicle and load to exceed statut@ig application for a permibor a vehicle described in this subdivi
sizelimitations in any way in which such limitations would bet  sjonis submitted to the department after December 31, 1999, and
exceededy the single article. beforeJuly 1, 2003, the fee is $99.
(b) A single trip permit may be issued for the transportation of 3. For a vehicle or combination of vehicles, the weight of
aload ofimplements of husbandrgonsisting of not more than 2\which exceeds any of the provisions oB48.15 (3)
articles, when the load doestexceed the length requirementin 5 |t the gross weight is 90,0q@unds or less, $200, except
$.348.07by more than 5 feet. thatif the application for a permit for a vehiatescribed in this
(5) Theofficer or agency authorized by348.260r348.27t0  subd. 3. a. is submitted to the department after Decem
issuepermits may require the permittee to file a bond, certificaber 31, 1999and before July 1, 2003, the fee is $220.
of insurance or certifiedheck which, to the satisfaction of such 1, | the gross weight is more than 90,000 pounds but not more
officer or agencysaves the stagndany countycity, village or - than100,000 pounds, $350, excéat if the application for a per
town through which the vehicle or article will bperated or frars it for a vehicle describeinh this subd3. b.is submitted to the
portedharmless from any claim, loss or damage that may resgiipartmentafter December 31, 1998nd before July 1, 2003,
from the granting of such permit or thatay arise from or on thefee is $385.
accountof any act done pursuant thereto and conditioned to c. If the gross weight is greater than 100,000 pounds, $350

requirethe permittee to pay for restorationat@ondition satisfac plus $100 for each 10,000—pound increment or fraction thereof by

tory to the oficer in chage of the maintenance of any such Righyjnicp ‘the gross weight exceeds 100,000 pounds, except that if the
way any pavement, bridge, culvert, sewer pipe or other |mpr0\§)
i

L - licationfor a permit for a vehicle described in this subdc.
mentthat may be injured by reason of the use of the highways; ygubmitted totﬁe department after December 31, 1999, and

thepermittee. If a permittee refuses to pay for damage cahsed, ¢ July 1, 2003, the fee is $385 plus1®lfor each

officer or agency who required the filing of a bond may maintaifyy 509-poundncrement or fraction thereof by which the gross
anaction upon such bond. . weightexceeds 100,000 pounds.

__(6) Theofficer or agency authorized by 348.260r 348.27to (bm) 1. Unless a diérent feeis specifically provided, the fee
issuepermits may require the permittee to file proof satisfactogy, 5 onsecutive month permit is one—twelfth of the fee upaier

to such oficer or agency that personal injury and property damagg) o an annual permit timetse number of months for which the
insurancein an amount considered 8afent by such dicer or e mitis desired, plus $15 for each permit issued. This subdivi
agencywill be in force to cover any claim for bodily injury or gjon goes not apply tapplications for permits submitted after
propertydamage which may occur in connection with operatigjecember 31 199@nd before July 1, 2003.

underthe permit and for which the permittee is legally responsi 5 Unless,a dierent feeis specificéllly provided, the fee for
ble. ! _ . aconsecutive month permit is one-twelfth of the fee undeftpar

(7) Theofficer or agency which issued a permit i@y good ~for an annual permit times the number of months for which the
causesuspend or revoke such perminuay decline to issue addi permjtis desired, plus $16.50 for each perisstued, rounded to
tional permits or may decline to authorize the oba telephone ihe nearest whole dollar This subdivision does not apply to
call-in procedure for any applicant after having givengéemit o pjicationssubmitted before January 1, 2000, or submitted after
teeor applicant reasonable opportunity for a hearing. June 30, 2003.

(8) (a) Except as provided under pgm), the department  (¢) Forthe purpose of computing the fees under this subsec
shall chage the following fees for each permit issued under gop if the vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds width-limi
348.26 tationsor height limitations or botmo fee in addition to the fee

1. For a vehicle or combination of vehicles whigkceeds underpar (a) 2. or 2m,, (b) 2. or (bm) shall be chayed if the
lengthlimitations, $15, except that if the application fquexmit  vehicle or combination of vehicles also exceeds length limita
for a vehicle described in this subdivision is submitted to thénns.
departmentfter December 31, 1998nd before July 1, 2003,  (d) For the purpose of computitie fees under this subsec
thefee is $17. tion, if the vehicleor combination of vehicles exceeds weightlim

2. For a vehicle or combination of vehicles whigkceeds itations, no fee in addition to the fee under (@r3, (b) 3.or(bm)
eitherwidth limitations or height limitations, $20, except that ithallbe chaged if the vehicle alsexceeds length, width or height
the application for a permior a vehicle described in this subdivi limitations or any combination thereof.
sionis submitted to the department after December 31, 1999, andde) For the purpose of computing the fee under(pjfor the
beforeJuly 1, 2003, the fee is $22. issuanceof a single trip permit for a vehicle or combination of

2m. For a vehicle or combination of vehicles which exceedghiclesfor which anannual permit has been obtained under s.
both width and height limitations, $25, except that ifapplica  348.27
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1. For size or weight authorized by the annual permit, the feraffic officer escort the vehicle through the municipaldy
for a single trip permit is $5. county,a reasonable fee for such fiabfficer’s services shall be

2. For gross weight in excess of that authorized by the annpaid by the permittee. All moneys received from fees imptsed
permit, the fee is $15 for each 10,000—pound increment or fractitfie department under this subsection shall be deposited in the gen
thereofby which the gross weight authorized by the single tripralfund and credited to the appropriation account unc.895
permitexceeds the gross weight authorized by the annual perrtiid. (dg).

(dm) If the annual permit for a vehicle or combination of (3) TRAILER TRAIN PERMITS. The department and those local
vehiclesis suspended for theurpose of protecting the highwaysofficials who are authorized to issue permits pursuant to(&Jb.
anda single trip permit isssued for the vehicle or combination ofalsoare authorized to issue single trip permits for the operation of
vehicles the fee for the single trip permit is $5. trains consisting of truck tractors, tractors, trailers, semitrailers or

(e) The oficer or agency authorized tssue a permit under s. Wagonson highwaysinder their jurisdiction, except that no trailer
348.26may requireany applicant for a permit under3gig.26to  train permit issued by a locafficial for use of a highway outside
paythe cost of any special investigationdertaken to determine the corporate limits of a city or village is valid until approved by
whethera permit should be approved or denied and to pay an adg department. No permit shall Esued for any train exceeding

tional fee of $5 per permit if a department telephone call-in prod0feet in total length. Every permit issued pursuant to this sub
dureis used. sectionshall designate the route to be used by the permittee.

(f) Any local oficer or agency authorized to issue a permit (4) MOBILE HOME PERMITS. Single trip permits for the move
unders. 348.260r 348.27may chage a permit issuance fee formentof oversize mobile homes may be issued oylyhe depast
eachpermit issued under 348.26and forthe first and each subse Ment regardless of the highways to be used. Every such permit
quentor revalidated permit issued under3d8.27 This para Shalldesignate the route to be used by the permittee.
graphdoes not apply to the amendment of a permit un@8s27 (5) VEHICLE TRAIN PERMITS. The department and those local
(3m). officials who are authorized to issue permits ursidr.(2) may

(9) If a permit under 848.260r 348.27is denied, Suspendedissuea single trip permit for not more than 3 vehicles being drawn
or revoked, the permapplicant or holder may petition the divi ©F attached if the vehicles are being transported by the drive—away
sionof hearings and appeals for a hearing on the matter within"8@thodin saddle-mount combination. Nehicle train permit
daysafter the denial, suspension or revocation. issuedby a local dicial for use of a highway outside the corporate

(10) Notwithstandingany other provision of this section or S‘Sllmlts of a city or village is valid untihpprovedy the department.

: : No permit may be issued fany train exceeding 65 feet in total
348.26t0 348.28 the departmeninay enter into a reciprocal % - ;
agreementvith another jurisdiction for the issuancerecogni !eng:hihEverytpetrmt;t |ssu%dbpurks]uant to this subsection dall
tion of permits for oversize or overweight vehicles or loads if thifhatetne route to be use y the pe_rmlttee. . )
jurisdiction’slaws or rules on oversize or overweight permits are (6) BACKHAUL PERMITS. If an oversize permit has been issued
substantiallysimilar to those imposed Higis chapter Any permit  for an oversize vehicle or combination of oversize vehicles under
recognizedby this state under a reciprocal agreement shall be cdiS S€ction 05.348.27 the authority issuing the permit may also
sidereda permit issued under this section for purposethisf Ssuea backhaul permib enable such vehicle or combination to
chapteror s.347.26 (10) transporta load which does not exceed statutory size and weight

(11) The department shall develop airdplement an auto limits. A backhaul permit may be issued only when an oversize

; - : loadis transported on the return trip or outgoirig. The fee for
matedsystem for designating the route to be traveled \mhicle g
for which a permit is issued under3g8.260r 348.27 the backhaul permit is $3.

History: 1073 c. 316333 336 1075 C. 661977 C. 28,1488 1654 (8) (1979 o Teorady & avibao s sag ) (D1977 ¢ 2731981 ¢. 20215 312 391 1983

€. 34,221;1981 c. 2069, 215 312 1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1981 c. 3911983 a. 78
36337;3]‘.19&839%9212%)%%751. 271989 a. 35130, 1991 a. 39316, 1993 a. 161995 a. 34827 A | " th ltiole tri
a. . . nnual, consecutive mon or muluple trip
Penaltyprovisions for weight and size violations are discussed. EastTTown ermits. (1) AppLicaTiONS. All applications for al
& Country Véste Servicel59 Ws. 2d 694465 N.W2d 510(Ct. App. 1990). IOtive mongh )or multiple trip | ermiFt)sp for the moverrr:glrjl%?srggc
Compliancewith state rules promulgated under this section, and incorporating fellll X . p pp .
eralguidelines, is a condition of overweight permits underghigion. Volations ~ OF overweight vehicles or loads shall be made to tfiessfor
of overweight permits do not constitute registration violatiomser ch. 341. dwn  ggencydesignated by this section as having authority to igsie
‘{ggg‘f_t Toy v A-1 Service Co., IncL96 Ws. 2d 120537 N.W2d 126(Ct- App. - narticularpermit desired for use of the particular highway in gues

tion. All applications under sub@) and(4) to(14) shall be made

348.26 Single trip permits. (1) AppLicaTions. All applica  Uponforms prescribed by the department.
tions for single trip permits for the movement of oversize or-over (2) ANNUAL AND CONSECUTIVE MONTH PERMITS. Except as
weightvehicles or loads shall be made upon the form prescribeitherwiserestricted in thisection, annual and consecutive month
by the department and shall be made to tfiessfor agency desig permitsfor oversize or overweight vehicles or loads may be issued
nated by this section as having authority to issue the particular g the department, regardless of the highways involved.
mit desired for use of the particular highway in question. (3) GeNeRAL PERMITS. For good cause in specified instances
(1m) TELEPHONECALL-IN PROCEDURE. The department shall for specified construction or maintenance operations or for a spec
developand implement a telephone call-in procedure for permifged period, the dfcer or agency in chge of maintenance of a
issuedunder this section. The telephone call-in procedunedier highwaymay allow loads exceeding the size or weight limitations
mits may not be utilized until permit information is computerize@imposedby this chapter to bleauled on such highwayNo such
to ensure inquiry capability into the database for enforcement pafficer or agency shall issue such permits for use of a highway the
poses. costof maintenance afhich is paid by a unit of government other
(2) PERMITS FOR OVERSIZE OR OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES OR thanthe unit of government which sucHioér or agency repre
LoADS. Except as provided in suid), single trip permits for over Sents.
sizeor overweight vehicles or loads may be issued by the depart (3m) PERMIT AMENDMENTS FOR REPLACEMENTVEHICLES. If a
mentfor use of the stateunk highways and by thefafer in  vehiclefor which a permit has been issued under this section is
chargeof maintenance of the highway to be used in the chseremoved from service or soldthe permittee may operate a
otherhighways. Suclocal oficials also may issue such singlereplacementwehicle of the same type and weight class for the
trip permits foruse of state trunk highways within the county oremainderof the period for which the permit was issued or vali
municipality which they representEvery single trip permit shall datedunder an amendment of the permithe permittee shall
designatehe route to be used by the permittee. Wheneverfihe opplyto the oficer or agencyhat issued the permit for the amend
cer or agency issuing such permit deems it necessary to haveent. The terms of the permit, including any requirements

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27(3m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27(3m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.28
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/347.26(10)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/333
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/336
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/66
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201488
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/221
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/69
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/215
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/312
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/347,%20s.%2080
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/78
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/78,%20s.%2037
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/212
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/35
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/130
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/163
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/163
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/348
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/9
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/80
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/159%20Wis.%202d%20694
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/465%20N.W.2d%20510
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/196%20Wis.%202d%20120
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/537%20N.W.2d%20126
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/20.395(5)(dg)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/20.395(5)(dg)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.26(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/273
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/215
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/312
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/78
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/78
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/185
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1999/348.27(14)

11 Updated 99-00Wis. Stats. Database VEHICLES—SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 348.27

imposedby the oficer or agency for issuance tife permit, shall anannual permitinder this subsection shall be one of the follow
apply to the permittes’ operation of the replacement vehicléng:

underthe amendment of the permit. No fee shall begdthfor 1. If the gross weight is 90,000 pounds or less, $100.

the amendment of a permit under this subsection. 2. If the gross weight is more than 90,000 pounds but not more
(4) INDUSTRIAL INTERPLANT PERMITS. The department may than100,000 pounds, $175.

issue,to industries and to their agent motor carriers owning and 3 the gross weight is greater than 100,000 pounds, $175
operatingoversize vehicles in connection with interplant, angy s 50 for each 10,000-pound increment or fraction thereof by
from plant to state line, operations in this state, annual or cons !

tive month permits for the operatiaf such vehicles over desig ichthe gross weight exce_eds 100,000 po_unds. .
natedroutes, provided that such permit shall betissued under . (€) Thefee for a consecutive month permit under this subsec
this section to agent motor carriers except for that portion of 10N for a vehicle or combination of vehicles theight of which
USH 51between \usau and STH 78 and that portion of STH 78Xceedsany of the provisions of 848.15 (3)shall be determined
betweenUSH 51 and the | 90/94 interchange near Portage upBrl1€ manner provided in348.25 (8) (bm)except that the appli
their federal designation as | 39, from plant to state line fgfPlefee for an annual permit under pdr) shall be used in the
vehiclesor loads of width exceeding 102 inches upon routes of ti@MPutation.
nationalsystem of interstate and defense highways. If the routes(9mM) TRANSPORTATION OF RAW FOREST AND AGRICULTURAL
desiredto be used by the applicant involve aityvillage streets PRODUCTS. (a) The department may issue annual or consecutive
or county or town highways, the application shall be accompani@@nth permits for the transportation of any of the following:
by a written statement of route approval by thigcef in chage 1. Raw forest products or of fruits or vegetables from field to
of maintenance of the highway in question. storageor processing facilities in vehicles vehicle combina

(5) PoLE AND PIPEPERMITS. Except as further provided in thistionsthat exceed the maximum gross WElght limitations under s.

subsectionthe department may issue annual or consecutive 348.15(3) (c) by not more than 10,000 pounds. A permit under
monthpermit to pipeline companies or operators or public servididis subdivision is not valid on highways designated as pahieof
corporationgfor transportation of poles, pipe, girders and simild¥ationalsystem of interstate and defense highways, except on | 39
materialsand to companies and individuals hauling peeled dietweenSTH 29 south of Wusau and the | 90/94 interchange near
unpeelecbole-length forest products used in its business. SugArtagein MarathonPortage, \Wushara, Marquette and Colum
permitsissued to companies and individuasuling peeled or biacounties.

unpeeledpole-length forest products shall limit the length 2. Bulk potatoes from storage facilities to rail loadfagili-
vehicleand load to a maximum of 10 faetexcess of the limita ties in vehicle combinations that exceed the maximum gross
tionsin s.348.07 (1)and shall be valid only ondass “A” high  weightlimitations under s348.15 (3) (cpy not more than 10,000
way as defined in $348.15 (1) Permits issued to companies opounds. A permit under this subdivision shall be valid only on
individuals hauling pole-length forest products may not exemidSH 51between CTH “V” and CTH “B” in Wdushara anéor
suchcompanies or individuals from the maximum limitations otagecounties, and for a distance not to exceed 15 miles from that
vehicleload imposed by this chapter portionof USH 51 in order to obtain access to USH 51 or to reach

(7) MOBILE HOME PERMITS. The department may issaanual fuel, food, maintenance, repaiest,stagingterminal facilities or
or consecutive month statewide permits to licensed mbbitee Pointsof loading or unloading.
transportcompanies and to licensed mobile home manufacturers 3. Bulk potatoes from storage facilities to food processing
anddealers authorizing them to transport oversize mdluitaes facilities in vehicles or vehicle combinations that exceed the max
overany of the highways of the statetie ordinary course of their imum gross weightimitations under s348.15 (3) (clpy not more
business. than10,000 pounds. Aermit under this subdivision is not valid

(7m) THREE-VEHICLE COMBINATIONS. The department may ©n highways designated as part of the national system of interstate
issuean annual or consecutive month permit for the movementaddefense highways, except to the extent permitted by federal
a 3-vehicle combination consisting of a towing vehicle and, iﬁW without any loss or reduction of federal aid or other sanction.
orderby weight, with the lighteof the towed vehicles as the 3rd (b) A permit issued under péa) does notuthorize the opera
vehicle in the 3-vehicle combination unless not structurally pason of any vehicle or vehicle combination at a maximum gross
sible,a mobile home or camping trailer and a boat traifetor ~ weightin excess of 90,000 pounds.
cycle trailer, personal watercraft trailer or all-terrain vehicle (9r) TranNSPORTATIONOFSCRAP. The department may issue an
trailer, if the overall length of theombination of vehicles does notagnnual or consecutive month permit for the transportation of
exceeds0 feet and the towed vehicles are for the use of the-opeffetallic or nonmetallic scrap for the purpose of recycling o pro
tor of the towing vehicle. A permit under this subsection may k@ssingon a vehicle or combination of vehicles which exceeds
issuedonly by the department, regardless of the highways to §gtutoryweight or length limitations and for the return of the
used. The department may designate the routes that may be uggficle or combination of vehicles when empf¥his subsection
by the permittee. The fee for an annual permit undestifisee  doesnot apply to the transportation of scrap on highways desig
tionis $40. The fee for a consecutive month permit under this siatedas parbf the national system of interstate and defense high
section shall beletermined in the manner provided i848.25 (8) ways, except for that portion of USH 51 betweemWau and
(bm), except that th&40 fee for an annual permit under this-subsTH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between USH 51 and the
sectionshall be used in the computation. | 90/94interchange near Portage upon their federal designation as

(9) TRANSPORTATION OF LOADS NEAR THE MICHIGAN- | 39.

WISCONSINSTATELINE. (@) The department may issue annual or (9t) TRANSPORTATIONOFPOTATOES. The department may issue
consecutive month permits for the transportation on a vehicleginhual or consecutive month permits for the transportation of
combinationof vehicles ofloads exceeding statutory length ofotatoesntended for use aseed in specially configured vehicle
weightlimitations over any class of highway for a distance not gbmbinationsthat exceed the maximum gross weight limitations
exceedll miles from the Michigan—-Wconsin state line, pro ynders.348.15 (3) (cy not more than 10,000 pounds. A permit
videdthat if the roads desired to bsed by the applicants involveijssuedunder thissubsection does not authorize the operation of
streetsor highways other than those within the state trigk-  anyvehicle combination at a maximum gross weight in excess of
way system, the application shall be accompanied by a writtg0,000pounds. A permit under this subsection may authorize
statement of route approval by thdicdr in chage of mainte gperationduring a spring thaw and shall be valid only on STH 64
nanceof the other highway betweenCTH “H” and USH 41 in Langlade)conto and Masi

(b) For a vehicle or combination of vehicles the weight ofette counties; USH 41 between STH 64 and thisadhsin—
which exceeds any of the provisions 0348.15 (3) the fee for Michiganborder; andiny highway for a distance not to exceed 15
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milesfrom any portion of STH 64 or USH 41 specified in gig (12) TRANSPORTATION OF GARBAGE OR REFUSE. The depart
sectionin order to obtain access to STH 64 or USH 41 or to reagfent may issue an annual oonsecutive month permit for the
fuel, food, maintenance, repaiest, staging, terminal facilities or transportatiorof garbage, as defined in289.01 (9) or refuse, in
points of loading or unloading. The department shall establish &yself-compactorequipped vehicle which exceeds statutory
rule configuration requirements for vehicle combinatiamsler weight and length limitations and for the return of the vehicle
this subsection and such requirements rpagmit vehicle com whenempty A permit under this subsection may be issued for use
binationsto exceed théength requirements of 848.07 The on any highway within this state. In this subsection, “refuse”
departmentnayestablish by rule an alternative route for any pomeanscombustible and noncombustible rubbish, inclugiager
tion of a highway specified in this subsection. wood, metal, glass, cloth angroducts thereof, litter and street
(10) TRANSPORTATIONOF GRAIN ORCOAL ORIRON. The depart rubbish, ashes, and lumbeoncrete and other debris resulting
mentmay issue annual or consecutive month permits for the trafi@m the construction or demolition of structures.
portationof loads of grain as defined in127.01 (18)coal, iron (13) VEHICLE TRAIN PERMITS. The departmenfor the state
ore concentrates or alloyed iron on a vehicle or a combinationtafnk highways or the diter in chage of maintenance in the case
2 or more vehicles that exceeds statutory weight or length {imi@f other highways may issamannual or consecutive month per
tions and for the return of the empty vehicle or combination @it for not more than 3 vehicles being drawn or attached if the
vehiclesover any class of highway for a distance not to exceed/&hicles are being transportedy the drive-away method in
milesfrom the Wsconsin state line. If th@ads desired to be usedsaddle-mountombination. No vehicle train permit issued by a
by the applicant involve streets or highways other than tholeeal official for use ofa highway outside the corporate limits of
within the state trunk highway system, the application shall besity orvillage is valid until approved by the department. Ne per
accompaniedby a written statement of route approbsithe ofi-  mit may be issued for any train exceeding 65 feet in total length.

cerin chage of maintenance of the other highwdhis subsec  (14) Farm MACHINERY PERMITS. The department may issue
tion does not apply to highways designated as part of the natiogighualor consecutive month permits for the movement, towing or
systemof interstate and defense highways. haulingof farm tractors exceeding 12 feet in width and all other

(11m) AGRICULTURAL EMERGENCY PERMITS. (@) If the secre farm machinery and implements biisbandry exceeding 8 feet 6
tary of agriculture, trade and consunpeotection determines thatinchesin width not being operated in the coursepefformance
an agricultural emegency exists, the secretary of transportatioof its work on highways designated as part of the national system
may authorize the issuance of permits to alleshicles that are of interstate and defense highways permit under this subsec
transportingloads of hay in bales and, froBeptember 15 to tion is not required for the movement, towing or hauling of any
Decembeil5 of each yeafoads of Christmas trees from the poinbverwidthmachinery that is not a commercial motor vehaie
of harvesting or staging to a Christmas tree yard or point of cowhich is authorized by 348.05 (3)on that portion of USH 51
mercialshipment to exceed the width limitationder s348.05 betweerWausau an@&TH 78 and that portion of STH 78 between
(1) if the total outsidevidth does not exceed 12 feet. This authorlUSH 51and the |1 90/94 interchange near Portagen their fed
zationis limited to the operation of commercial motahicles eraldesignation as | 39.

uponroutes of the national system of interstate and defense highistory: 1973 c. 157316, 1973 ¢.333s.190m 1973 c. 3361975 ¢. 252851977
ways €. 295s.1488m 1654 (8) (8)1977 c. 35.5; 1977 c. 191197, 272, 273 418 1979
‘ . . , . c. 34,315,326, 1981 c. 2069, 163 215 391, 1983 a. 7&s.321035, 37, 1983 a. 529

(b) In authorizing the issuance of permits under this subsaessa. 29s.3202 (3) 1985a. 202212, 1987 a. 271989 a. 3135, 130, 305 1991

tion, the secretary of transportation shall specify in writing the fag 258 1993 a. 62439 1995 a. 13, 163 227, 347, 348 1997a. 27 35, 237, 1999
torswhichresulted in the determination to issue permits under tﬁlsI'hatthe department of transportation issues, denies, suspends, and revokes per

subsection. The factorsshall include the &ct of the increased mitsunder this sehction, does not deny ? sf;dﬂ'bllitys authorityft%ssue a citation
i imi i for a violation of this section. County of MilwaukeeSuperior of Visconsin, 2000
width limits on highway safety _ WI App 75,234 Ws. 2d 218610 N.W2d 484
(c) Nothing in this subsection shall be constrteedermit the

departmento waive the requirements of348.07 348.28 Permits to be carried. (1) Permitsissued under ss.
(d) The secretary of transportation may limit the applicatioB48.25 348.26and348.27 (1)to (10), (12) and(13) shall be car
of permits issued under this subsection to specific areas of the siaton the vehicle during operations so permitted.
or to specific highways A permit authorized under this subsec  (2) Any person violating this sectianay be required to forfeit
tion takes efect upon the mailing of a complete application anflot less than $10 nor more than $20 for the firférafe and not
therequired fee to the department. A permit authorized under tfigsthan $25 nor more than $50 for the 2nd and each subsequent
subsectioris valid for up to 90 days, as determined by the secrgonvictionwithin one year
tary of transportation. History: 1971 c. 2781985 a. 20.37.
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