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CHAPTER 117
SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION

117.01 Applicability. 117.14 Appeal to court.

117.03 Definitions. 117.15 Criteria for school district reganizations.

117.05 Generalprovisions. 117.17 Reoganization order

117.08 Consolidation of school districts. 117.20 Referendum procedures.

117.09 Consolidation of union high and elementary school districts. 117.22 School boards in new school districts.

117.10 Dissolution of a school district. 117.25 Transferof assets, liabilities and employeagreements between consoli
117.105 Creation of a school district. datingschool districts.

117.11 Detachment and attachment ofgeuterritory 117.27 Change of district type.

117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory initiated by owner 117.30 Attachment upon failure to operate school.

117.13 Detachment and attachment of small territory initiated by school boardkl7.35 School district boundary disputes.
117.132 Territory annexed to certain municipalities.

Cross-reference: See definitions in €15.001 117.132 The 7 members shall include the state superintendent or
his or her designee atme board, 2 board members from school
Ydistricts with small enroliments, 2 board members from school
9 districts with medium enrollments and 2 board members from
schooldistricts with lage enroliments. Any action of thmard
underthis chapter requires thdiahative vote of at least 4 of the

117.01 Applicability. This chapter does not apply to an
schooldistrict reoganization ggcting a school district operatin
underch. 119

History: 1989 a. 14.

117.03 Definitions. In this chapter: 7 members appointed under this paragraph. '
(1) “Affected school district” means the entire territory of any () School boad. Any action by a school board under this
of the following school districts: chapterrequires the &ifmative vote of a majority ots full authe
() A school district from which any territory is detached ofized membership.
proposedo be detached. (3) JoINT MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. The school boards of the
(b) A school district to which any territory is attached or-prepffectedschool districts may hold joint meetings or joint public
posedto be attached. hearingsin any reoganization proceeding under this chapter

(c) A school district that is consolidated with one or more other (4) LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS. (a) Pending poceedings.
schooldistricts or proposed to be consolidated with one or mofef€oganization proceeding is pending from the date that a peti

other school districts. tion is filed under s117.105(1) (a) 117.11 (2)or117.12 (2)or a
- P .esolutionis adopted under §17.08 (1) 117.09 (1) 117.10 (1)
soIS/de)dA school district that is dissolved or proposed to be di 17.105(1) (b) 117.13 (2)or 117.132 (2)until the date on which
. N . the latest of any of the following occurs:
(2) “Appeal panel” means a panel appointed by Htate : o
superintendentinder s117.05 (1) 1. An order granting the regmnization takes ffct.

2. The reoganization is denied and, following the dendgady
time periodfor requesting a referendum, requesting review by the
Boardor making arappeal to an appeal panel, undef$3.08to
117.132 has expired.

(b) Limitation if proceeding is pending; state aid apportion
ent. While a reoganization is pending, as provided ungdar
(a) or under s117.01 (1) (d) 1987 stats.:

1. Any other regganization proceeding commenced or order
madethat includes any territory included in the pendinggani-
zationproceeding is void.

2. State aid shall be apportioned to thieeed school dis

(5) “Reorganization’means the consolidation @for more tricts as if the reaganization had not been initiated.

schooldistricts, the dissolution of a school district, the detachment (© tOne—y_((ejardllmgatlon b?zn consu?[_e;_ratl?n tohf tléjar;sfe;]rsl. X
of territory from one school district and itgtachment to an =XCEPASProvided under subd@., no petition for the aetachmen

PR ftri : ppi of territory from one school district and isgtachment to an
addgltgsgglsgzg?llgIf;ggggzr;lggcg_egtl'ggg? %SChOOl district. adjoiningschool district may bled under s117.11 (2)or117.12

(2) before the 2nd July 1 following the filing of a petition under
117.05 General provisions. (1) APPEALPANELS. The state s.117.11 (2)or117.12 (2)for any reoganization that includes any
superintendenshall appoint 3 members of the board to heaf the same territory
appealdiled under ss117.12 (4)and117.13(3). No 2 members 2. The limitation under subd.. does not apply if the school
of the appeal panehay be board members from any of the followboardof each dected school district adopts a resolution waiving
ing kinds ofschool districts: those with small enroliments, thosge limitation. If a schooboard denies a request for a waiver

(3) “Board” means the school districbundary appeal board.

(3g) “Boundarydispute” means a dispute between 2 or mo
school districts concerningvhether certain territory is located
within a particular school district.

(3m) “Enrollment” means the number of pupils enrolled, as,
providedunder s121.05 (1) (a)on the most recent of the preced
ing 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of January

(4) “Equalized valuation” has the meaningiven under s.
121.004(2).

(4m) “Interested school district” means a school district
involvedin a boundary dispute.

with medium enrollments or those withdarenroliments. underthis subdivision, the denial may not be appealed under this
(1m) BOARD AND APPEAL PANEL MEETINGS. The statesuperin  chapter.

tendentshall set the time and place for meetings of the haaudr (d) Four-year limitation onconsideration of @ation of a

$s.117.10117.105 (2m)117.12 (5)and117.132and for meetings schooldistrict. 1. Except as provided in sulad, no petition may

of appeal panels under 447.12 (4)and117.13 be filed or resolution adopted for the creation of a new school dis

(2) SELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS FOR EACH REVIEW; BOARD trict under s117.105 (1) (apr (b) before the 5th July 1 following
AND SCHOOLBOARD VOTING REQUIREMENTS. (a) Board. The state thefiling of a petition under s117.105 (1) (apr the adoption of
superintendenshall appoint 7 members the board to perform aresolution under s117.105 (1) (b)or any reoganization that
any review under ss117.1Q 117.105 (2m) 117.12 (5)and includesany of the same territary
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2. The limitation under subd. does not apply if the school thefee and forwardt to the state superintendent. The state super
boardof each d&cted school district adopts a resolution waivingntendentmay not chage any person who files a notice of appeal
the limitation. If a schooboard denies a request for a waiveunders.117.12 (4)and is chaged the fee under this paragraph any
underthis subdivision, the denial may not be appealed under taigditionalfee for review by the board underlg7.12 (5)
chapter. (10) STATE SUPERINTENDENTTO ADVISE. The state superinten

(5) ALL TERRITORY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT; CONTIGUOUS UNION  dentshall advise and consult with schawlards regarding school
HIGH SCHOOLDISTRICTTERRITORY. (@) Territory in district. Allter-  district organization andeoganization. If, in the state superin
ritory within this state shall be included in a school district operaendent’sopinion, one or more school distrisisould be created,
ing elementary school grades and a scliligitict operating high altered,consolidated or dissolved, he or she may make recom
schoolgrades or in a school district operating both elementary ameéndationdo the school boards of thfedted school districts.
high school grades. No territory may be detached from a schodlistory: 1989 a. 14,287,1993 a. 3921995 a. 2553927103930 9145 (1) 1997
district unless by the same ordeiistattached to another schoof?- 2% 286 1999 a. 1832
district or included in a new schodistrict created by the order 117 o8 consolidation of school districts. (1) INITIATION
No territory may be detached froanschool district that operatesqe procepures. The school boards & or more school districts
high school grades unless by the same order it is attached Qo 5qopt resolutions stating that theil consider consolidating
included in another school district that operates higthool  hejr school districts. The schodistrict clerk of each school
grades. o o _ _ boardadopting a resolutionnder this subsection shall send a cer

(b) Contiguous uniorhigh school district territory No terrt  tified copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the
tory may be detached from a union higthool district so as to otheraffected school districts and to the secretary of the board.
makeparts of the school district noncontiguous. (2) ScHooLBoARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the

(7) VALIDATION OF scHooL DISTRICTS. No appeal or other adoptionof resolutions by 2 or more school boards under(db.
actionattacking the legality of the formation of a school districthe school boards of thefatted school districts may order the
eitherdirectly or indirectlymay be taken after the period providedchooldistricts consolidated by the adoption, by eachhoke
unders.893.74 This subsection shall Biberally construed to schoolboards, of a resolution ordering the consolidatiailure
effectthe legislative purpose to validate and medwain the legal of a school board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying
existenceof all school districts in this state, however created @e consolidation before August 1 constitutes a denial of the con
reorganizedand tobar every right to question the existence of golidationby that school board. The school district clerk of each
schooldistrict inany manner and to bar every remedy relating #hoolboard adopting a resolution under this subsection, either
the formation of a school district notwithstanding any defects orderingor denying a consolidation, shall, within 5 days after the
irregularities, jurisdictional or otherwise, in any action or pro adoptionof the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolution
ceedingcommenced after the expiration of theriod provided in  to the school boards of each of the othéeated school districts
unders.893.74 andfile a certified copy of the resolution as provided under s.

(8) INFORMATION ON REORGANIZATION PROCEDURES. The 117.17(2). If the school board of eachfedted school district
departmenshall prepare aritten description of the proceduresadoptsa resolution ordering the consolidation, the consolidation
for school district re@anizations under s$17.08to117.132and shall take effect on the following July 1, unless a referendum
distributecopies to school district clerks. A school district clerkindersub.(3) is required.
shallgive a copy of the description to any person, upon request,3) Rererenpbum. (a) If the school boardf each d&cted
andto any persofiiling a petition with the clerk under $17.08  schooldistrict adopts a resolution orderiagconsolidation under
(3) () 2,117.09 (3) (a) 2.117.105 (1) (a)117.11 (2)or (4) (@) sub.(2), a referendum on the consolidation shall be held ypater
2.0r117.12 (2) at the time the petition is filed. (b) if one of the following occurs:

(9) BOARD AND APPEAL PANEL FEES. (&) The state superinten 1. At the time of adopting the resolution under i@, the
dentmay chage the following persons a fee fcient toreim-  schoolboard of any décted school district directs the holding of
bursethe departmerfor the costs of the board under 857.1Q 3 referendum.
117.105117.132and117.35 o 2. Before the 2nd Tesdayof September following the adop

1. The school boards of thefetted school districts under s.tion of the resolutions under su@), a petition conforming to the
117.105if they fail to reach agreement undet®7.105 (1m) (k) requirement®fs.8.40requesting a referendum, signed by at least

2. A person whdiles a petition requesting review by thel0% of the electors who reside in anyezted school district, is

boardunder s117.105 (2m) filed with the clerk of the school district that has the highest equal
3. A school board that adopts a resolution to dissolve ti#gdvaluation of the décted school districts. The validity of the
schooldistrict under s117.10 (2) petition shall be governed by the rules promulgated un@e4@.
4. A school board that requests review by the board undefd: o N )
117.132(4) (a) 1. (b) If areferendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refer
5. A person whdiles a petition requesting review by theendumis filed under paga), the school district clerk of the school
boardunder s117.132 (4) (a) 2. board adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receiving

the petition shall immediately notify the school boards of each of
the other afected school districts, the secretary of the board and
__ . . . theclerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con
(b) The clerk of the school district ordering the dissolution Qhjneqwithin an afected school district. The referendum shall be
requestingeview shall pay the fee under ffaj 3.0r4. to the state |4 the afected school districts as provided undet17.20
sup%lntfendenctj.TheaZg;rI; tOf t?\aCht dtéCtEd S9ht°°| ddlstm(':IEhShat” t\/otesshall be counted separately for eadhaiéd school district.
payine fee under p -0 The state supenniendent. 1he state (4) RerFerReNDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in
superintendenshall allocate théee under pafa) 1.among the each affected school district is in favor of consolidation, the

schooldistricts from which territory is being detached to create o - ;
tping ; - . schooldistricts shall be consolidated on the following July 1. At
newschool district if there is motdan one such school district. time of canvassing the returns, the school boards of the

The secretary of the board shall forward the fees collected un o ' ;
par.(a) 1.and5. to the state superintendent. ffectedschool districts shall make and file an order of schoel dis
. - . trict reoiganization under 417.17 (2)
(c) The state superintendent may desa person filing a notice  istory: 1989 a. 14, 192 287 1991 a. 32
of appeal under 417.12 (4)or117.13 (3)a fee suffcient toreim-
bursethe department for the costs of the appeal panel undefis7.09 Consolidation of union high and elementary
117.12(4) or117.13 (3) The secretary of the board shall collecschool districts. (1) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. The school

6. A school board requestimgsolution of a boundary dispute
unders.117.35 (2)
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boardof a unionhigh school district and the school boards of amynion high school district invhich more than 50% of its territory

of the school districts operating only elementary grades whese & measurelly equalized valuation, is located. Only the territory
ritory is includedn the union high school district may adopt resoof the elementary school district that is located in that union high
lutions stating that they will consider consolidating the union higschooldistrict shall beéncluded in the newly created common or
school district and all of the elementary school districts whose tanified schooldistrict operating both elementary and high school
ritory is included in the union high school district to createra  grades.

mon or unified school district operating both elementarytagia (b) The remaining territory of the elementary school district
schoolgrades. The school district clerk of each school boagflallbe attached, by the re@mization order issued under s(®).
adoptinga resolution under this subsection sisalhd a certified or(4), to a school district that operates only elementary giautks
copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the othgfsterritory located irthe union high school district attended by
affectedschool districts and to the secretary of the board. the high school pupils who reside in the territory bedttached.

(2) ScHooLBOARDACTION. (&) In the first July beginning after  (c) Upon therequest of the school board of anfeefed school
the adoption of resolutions under sib), the school board of the district, or the school board of any other school district operating
unionhigh school district and the school boards of one or moregily elementary grades that has territory in the union high school
the elementary school districts that adopted resolutions under sgitrict identified underpar (b), the board shall determine to
(1) and that have, in theaombined territoryat least 55% of the which elementary school district territory shall be attacieder
equalizedvaluation of the union high school district, may ordepar. (b). The board shall issue an order that eithéimas the
the union highschool district and all of the elementary school disattachmenbf the territory as specified in the orderder sub(2)
tricts W_hose territory is included in the_t_mion high spkni_istrict or (4) or modifies the order under su@) or (4) by attaching all
consolidatedo create a common or unified school district operagr part of the territory to one or more other school districts identi
ing both elementargnd high school grades by the adoption of feed under par(b).
resolution ordering the consolidation by each school board. (d) Upon the request of the school boardmyf afected school

(b) Failure ofa school board to adopt a resolution under pafistrict, the board shall review any proposed apportionment of
(a) before August 1, either ordering denying the consolidation, assetsand liabilities under 56.0235(2c) (a) 1, between the
constitutesa denial of the consolidation by that school board. TRghooldistrict created bshe consolidation under péa) and any
schooldistrict clerk of each school board that adoptssalution  elementaryschool district to whicherritory is proposed to be

orderingor denying a consolidation under p@) shall, within 5 attachedinder par(b) or (c), and shall issue an ordefiafing or
days after the adoption of the resolution, send a certified copyngbdifying that apportionment.

theresolution tahe school boards of the othefieated school dis  History: 1989 a. 14, 192 1999 a. 15G.672

tricts and file a certified copy of the resoluties provided under

s.117.17 (2) If a consolidation is ordered under.gaj, the coa  117.10 Dissolution of a school district. (1) INITIATION OF

solidationshall takeeffect on the following July 1, unless a refer ProceburEs. A school board may adopt a resolution stathag

endumis required under sufB). it will consider dissolvinghe school district. The school district
(3) Rererenpum. () If a consolidation is ordered under sutglerk of a school board adopting a resolution undersiissection

(2) (a), a referendum othe consolidation shall be held under. pashallsend a certifiedopy of the resolution to the secretary of the

(b) if one of the following occurs: board.

1. Before the 2nd Jesdayof September following the adop ~ (2) ScHooLBOARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the
tion of the resolution ordering consolidation under §2p(a) the ~adoptionof a resolution under sufi), the school board may order
schoolboard of any décted school district directs the holding ofthe school district dissolved by adopting a resolution ordetieg
areferendum. dissolution. Failure of a school board to ad@ptesolution either

2. Before the 2nd desdayof September following the adop ©rderingor denying the dissolution before Augdstonstitutes a
tion of the resolutionanders&g.(Z) (F;) a petition congf]orming tg denialof the dissolution by the school board. The school district
the requirements of 8.40requesting a referendum, signed by df/€rk of a school board adopting a resolution under this subsec
least10% ofthe electors who reside in anjested school district, tion, either ordering or denying a dissolution, shall file a certified
is filed with the clerk of the union high school district. The validCOPY Of the resolutioras provided under §17.17 (2) A school
ity of the petition shall bgovered by the rules promulgatecgoardorder undethis subsection is notfettive unless &fmed
unders.8.40 (3) y the board under suf}).

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-refer (3) ADVISORY REFERENDUM. (&) If the school board adopts a
endumis filed under pafa), the school district clerk of the schooll€S0lutionunder sub(2) ordering a dissolution, an advisasfer
board adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receiviﬁ?d”m on the dissolution shall be held under this subsection if one
the petition shall immediately notify the school boards of each 8f the following occurs: _
the other afected school districts, the secretary of the board and 1. At the time of adopting the resolution under @, the
the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con schoolboarddirects the holding of an advisory referendum on the

tainedwithin an afected school district. The referendum shall belissolution.

heldin the union high school district as provided undéni3.20 2. Before the 2nd Tesdayof September following the adop
Votesshallbe counted separately for the union high school distrigbn of the resolution under suf2), a petition conforming to the
andeach dkected elementary school district. requirement®f s.8.40requesting an advisory referendum, signed

(4) REFERENDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votesast in the by at least 10% of the electors wheside in the &cted school
union high school district and in a majority tie afected elemen  district,is filed with the school district clerk. The validity of the
tary school districts is in favoof consolidation, the union high petitionshall be governed by thieles promulgated under&40
schooldistrict and all of the &cted elementary school districts(3)-
shallbe consolidated on the following July 1. At the time ofcan (b) If an advisory referendum is directed or a petition request
vassingthe returns, the school boards of thieeted schootlis  ing an advisory referendum is filed unger (a), the school dis
tricts shall make and file an order of school district gaoization trict clerk shall immediately notify the secretary of the board and
unders.117.17 (2) the clerk of each cityvillage or town, any part of which is con

(5) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN MORE THAN ONE UNION tainedwjthin the SChOOJ dlstrlct The advisory referendum shall
HIGH SCHOOLDISTRICT. (a) If a school district that operates onlyb€ held in the school district as provided undetls.20
elementarygrades has territory in more than one union high (4) BoaArD REVIEW. After the 2nd Tiesday of September fol
schooldistrict, it may consolidate under this section only with thewing the adoption of the resolution under (@), if no advisory
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referendunis required, or after the advisory referendum, if one istrictsshall notify the board of their agreement or their failure
held,the board shall review the dissolution and, before the fellowo reach agreement.
ing January 15, issuan order either fifming or denying the  NOTE: The bracketed language indicates the coect cross-refeences. Cor
schoolboards dissolution order The order shall be in writing, rective legislation is pending. o _
shallincludea statement of the reasons for the order and shall be(C) If the school boards of a majority the afected school dis
filed as provided under 417.17 (2) If the board dirms the tricts fail to agree on the precise boundariesmthe apportion
school boards dissolutionorder the board shall also issue afnentof assets and liabilities by October 15 under (i@ the
orderassigning thechool district assets and liabilities under sboardshall issue an ordeioing so by the following February 15.
66.0235(2¢) (a) 1, and the school distrist'territory to one or In determining the precise boundaries ofheposed school dis
moreother school districtS, and providing for Mpbyees of the tl'.lct,.the board may not detach terrltory from any additional school
dissolvedschool district under 417.25 (3) If the board dfrms ~ districts.
the school board dissolution orderthe school district shabie (2) ScHooL BoARD ACTION. Before the January 15 following
dissolvedon the following July 1. the determination of the precise boundaries of the propssabl

(5) EFFECTOFNEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. A school district districtand the apportionment of assets and liabilities under sub.

may not be dissolved under this section if it has constructed a Hé#) (P) or before the April 15 following an order issueyithe
school building within the3 years immediately preceding thePoardunder sub(1m) (c) the school board of eacHeaftedschool
adoptionof a resolution under suf2) and, on the date the resolu district shall adopt a resolution ordering @enying the creation
tion is adopted, the school district has outstanding debt for piethe school district. The resolution shall state the school Isoard
building. This subsection does not apply if the school district f@tionalefor ordering or denying the reganization andnclude
which the building is assigned under s(#).agrees to accept bothanevaluation of each of tHectors specified in 417.15 Failure
the school building and the outstanding debt for the school-buil@f & school board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying

ing or, prior to the dctive date of the dissolution, the building ighe creation of the school district before the applicable date
soldand the debt is paid. requiredunder this subsection constitutes a denial ottkation

History: 1989 a. 14, 192, 287 1999 a. 15G.672 of the school district by that school board. The school district
clerk of each school board adopting a resolution under this subsec
117.105 Creation of a school district. (1) InTIATION oF  tion, either ordering odenying the reganization, shall, within
PROCEDURES. Procedures to create a school district from the terf days aftethe adoption of the resolution, send a certified copy
tory of one or more existing school districts may be initidtgd of theresolution to the school boards of each of the otlfectafi
any of the following methods: schooldistricts andile a certified copy of the resolution as pro

(a) Before July 1 of any yeaa written petition requesting the Videdin s.117.17 (2) _
creationof a schooldistrict may be filed with the clerk of the  (2m) BoARDReViEW. (&) The board shall review a proposed
school district that has the highest equalized valuation of tti@organizatiorunder this section if any of the following occurs:
affectedschool districts. The petition shall be signed by at least 1. The school board of eacHedted school district issues an
20% of the total number of electors residing in tHeetedschool orderunder sub(2) granting the proposegoganization, and a
districtsand by at least 5% of the numberetdctors residing in petition for board review ahe proposed reganization, signed
eachaffected school district. The school distiiterk with whom by at least 10% of theumber of electors residing in the territory
the petition is filed shall immediately send a certified notice of thu# the afected school districts that is not within the proposed
petitionto the school board of eactieadted schootlistrict and to  schooldistrict, is filed with the secretary of the board. The petition
the secretary of the board. The petition shall include the apprastiall be filed by February 15 following the school board action
mateboundaries of the proposed school district. under sub(2), or by May 15 following the school boasdtion

(b) Before July Iof any yearthe school board of each schookndersub.(2) if the board issued an order under giim) (c)
district from which territory will be detached to create the-pro 2. The school board of any of thefeafted school districts
posedschool district may adopt a resolution stating that the schisduesan order under suk2) denying the proposed re@miza-
boardwill consider the creation of the school district. The resoltion, and a petition for board review of the proposedgaoiza-
tion shall include the approximate boundaries of the propostoh, signed by at least 10% the number of electors residing in
schooldistrict. The school distriatlerk of each school board eachaffected school districtis filed with the secretary of the
adoptinga resolution under thisaragraph shall send a certifiedboard. The petition shall be filed by February 15 followithg
copy of the resolution to the school boards of each of the ottemthoolboard action under suf2), or by May 15 followingthe
affectedschool districts and to the secretary of the board. schoolboard action under sufR) if the board issued an order

(1m) HEARING; BOUNDARIES; ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. (a) undersub.(1m) (c)
Uponreceipt of a petition or notice under s(b). (a) or upon the (b) Upon receipt of a petition for review under.§a), the see
adoptionof a resolution and the receipt of copies of resolutiometary of the board shall immediatehotify the school board of
adoptedby the school boardf each of the other fafcted school eachaffected school district and the board shall hold a piiglar
districtsunder sub(1) (b), the school board shdibld a public ing on the proposed reganization. After the hearing and after
hearingon the proposed regeinization. consultingwith the school boards of tlefected school districts,

(b) Beforethe October 15 following the receipt of a petitiorput before May 15, théoard may modify the boundaries of the
or notice under sul{1) (a)or the adoption of resolutions underproposedschool district and the apportionmentasets and la
sub.(1) (b), the school boards of theffted school districts may bilities between the &cted school districts and thoposed
by the adoption of resolutions by the school boards of a majorﬁghool_dlstrlct unless thdoard determined the boundarl_es and
of the afected school districts, agree on the precise boundarieggportionmentinder sub(lm) (c} The board may not modify the
the proposed school district anlde apportionment of the assetoundariesy detaching territory from any additional schoot-dis
and liabilities between the #dcted school districts and the pro tricts.
posedschool district according to the criteria under s. 66.03 (2c) (bm) If the board modifies the boundaries or the appostion
[s.66.0235 (2d) The school boards may establish an alternativeentof assets and liabilities under pép), it shall immediately
methodto govern the assignment of assets and liabilities as prmtify the school board of eaelfiected school district, and before
videdin s. 66.03 (2¢) (b) [$6.0235 (2c) (§) In determining the June 15the school board of eacHedted school district may pro
preciseboundaries, the school boards may not detach territamgedunder sub(2) to issue an order either granting or denying the
from any additional school districts. The clerk of the school diproposedreoiganization, as modified bthe board. The board
trict that has the highest equalized valuation of tfectfd school shallthen proceed under pée) without the filing of a new peti
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tion under par(a) but may not issue an order unger (c) before applyif the school district was created by detaching territory from
June?1. a single school district, and the consolidation unddrls‘z’.OS_or
(C) By August 1 f0||owing receipt of a petition for reviewnder 117.090r the attachment under:ls].7.10 117.11or117.132will

par.(a), the board shall issue ander either granting or denying COﬂSOlid.atG'Zhe SChOO'ldiS.tl'iCWith, or reattach its territory to, the
the proposed reganization. The order shall state the baardschooldistrict from which its territory was detached by teega-
rationaleand include an evaluation of each of the factors specifigzationwhich created the school district.

in s.117.15 The board may overturn the decision of the schoolHistory: 1997 a. 286

boardsonly if it finds that the school boards’ conclusions regard .

ing the factors specified in $17.15arenot supported by the facts 117-11 Detachment and attachment of large territory.
or that the school boards did not properly apply these factors.(1) APpLICATION. This section applies to the detachment of-terri

ory from one school district and its attachment to an adjoining
(b)(i?)ar?;zli?ﬁz?‘gll\rdv(\/?%g%gtﬁgndum shall be held under. IOaE’schooldistrict if one of the following applies:

- (a) The assessed value of the territory propésdx detached
gr anltlth-tle-hper Ospcohs%c:jl rbecg))i\rr?iiact)i]:)ﬁ”e\gg tt';gg:%(f%@t)i(t)iglr?:‘ﬂgg{sforfrpm one school district and attached to an adjoining school dis
boardreview trict, divided by the assessment ratio of thgation district, is
L equalto or greater than 7% of the equalized valuation o$theol
2. The school boards of all of thefedted schoollistricts  gstrict from which the territory is proposed to be detached.

grantthe proposedeoiganization, a petition for board review is (b) Seven percent or more of the enrollment of the school dis

filed and the board grants the proposedgenization. . trict from which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in
_ 3. The school board of one or more of theeted schootlis  the territory proposed to be detached from that school district.

tricts d.enf'.?sdthedF:LOpgse%oQan'tzattr']O”' a petlt‘ljon for tt_)oard (2) INmIATION OF PROCEDURES. A majority of the electors
reviewls fied and the board grants the proposedganization. residingin territory proposed to be detached from one schoel dis
_ (b) If areferendum is required under ffay, the board shall tict and attached tan adjoining school district, or owners of
immediately notify the school boardsf each of the &cted morethan 50% of the territory proposed to be detached &oen
schooldistricts and the clerk of each ¢itjilage or town, any part schooldistrict and attached to an adjoining schdistrict, as mea
of which is contained within anfatted school district. The refer gyredby its assessed valuation divided by the assessment ratio of
endumshall be held in the territory of the school district proposgfe taxation district, may file a written petition with the clerktius
to be created by the regamization. school district in which theterritory is located requesting the

(c) In addition to the referendum under. 6@y 3, a referendum detachmenbof the territory from that school district and its attach
shallbe held under paid) if par. (a) 3.applies and a petitiocon  mentto an adjoining school districfThe petition shall include a
forming to the requirements of 8.40requesting a referendum, descriptionof the territorysuficiently accurate to determine its
signedby at least 20% of the number of electors residing itethe locationin the school district in which it is located, as certified by
ritory of the afected school districts, is filed with the clerk of thethe clerk of each citytown or village within which all or part of
affectedschool district with the lgest equalized valuatidrefore the territory is located, and the number of pupils residing in that
the2nd Tuesday of September following issuance of the bearderritory who, on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of
order under su{2m) (c) Septembenr 2nd Friday of Januaryere enrolled in thechool

(d) If a referendum is required under.ga), the school district districtfrom which the territory is proposed to thetached, as cer
clerk receiving the petitiorshall immediately notify the school tified by the clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the- peti
boardsof each of the &cted school districts and the clerk of eackion, the school district clerkhall send a certified notice of the
city, village or town, any part of which is contained within afetitionto the school board of the school districedaich the teri
affectedschool district. The referendum shall be held in the-terfory is proposed to be attached and to the secretary of the board.
tory of the afected school districts as provided undetls.20 (3) ScHooL BoARD AcTION. In the first July beginning after

(4) ORDER OF REORGANIZATION IF APPROVEDAT REFERENDUM. feceiptof a petition under sul2), the school boards of the
If a majority of the votes cast in the referendum held under s@fectedschool districts may order the territory detached from the
(3) (b) in the territory of the school district proposed to be creatéghooldistrict in which it is located and attached to the adjoining
by the reoganization is irfavor of the creation of the proposedschooldistrict bythe adoption, by each of those school boards, of
schooldistrict, and a majority of the votes cast in the referenduatesolution ordering the detachment and attachment. Failure of
held under sub(3) (d)in the territory of theffected school dis aschool board to adopt a resolution either ordering or denying the
trictsis in favor of the creation of the proposed school district, éétachmenandattachment before August 1 constitutes a denial
thetime of canvassing the returns #ahool boards of thefatted Of the reoganization by that school board. The school district
schooldistricts shall make and file an order of school district-reg¢lerk of eachschoolboard that adopts a resolution ordering or
ganizationunder s.117.17 (2) Thereoganization shall take denyingthe reoganization under this subsectishall, within 5
effecton the following July 1 unless the school board of the newdipysafter the adoption of the resoluticsend a certified copy of
created school district adopts diids a resolution, as provided in the resolution to the school board of the othée@ed school dis
s.117.17 (2) stating that the reganization shall take fefct on the  trict and file a certified copy of the resolution as provided under
2nd Ju|y 1 f0||owing the order of reganization_ s.117.17 (2) If the SChOQ| board of eachfedted school district

(5) APPLICABILITY. This section does not apply to a gami- adoptsa resolution ordering the detachment and attachrtrent,

zationthat would result in the creation afschool district that has "€organizatiorshall take gect on the July 1 following the adop

the same boundaries that an existing school district would hav 'ﬂ” of the resolutions, unless a referendum is required under sub.
territory were detached from one or marther school districts \*/- )
andattached to the existing school district undérs.12117.13 (4) RerErReNDUM. (a) Areferendum on the proposed iganmi-

or 117.132unless the existing school distrimperates only ele Zzationshall be held if one of the following occurs before the 2nd
mentarygrades. Tuesdayof September followinghe adoption of a resolution

(6) LIMITATION ON FURTHERREORGANIZATION. No school dis Undersub.(3): _ S
trict created by a reganization under this section may consoli 1. The school board of eitheffedted school district directs
datewith anotheischool district under 417.080r117.09 or have the holding of a referendum.
all of its territory attached to another school district under s. 2. A petition conforming to the requirements of840
117.10117.110r117.132 within 10 years aftehe efective date requestinga referendum, signed by least 10% of the electors
of the reoganization under this section. This subsection does ndto reside in either &cted school district, is filed with traerk
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of the school district from which the territory is proposed to be (4) AprPeaLTOPANEL. If the detachment and attachment of ter
detached. The validity of the petition shall be governed by theory is deniedby either school board under s@B), a majority
rulespromulgated under 8.40 (3) of the electors residing in the territory tee owners of 50% or

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a-reféporeof the territory may appeal the denial to an appeal panel by
endumis filed under pasa), the school district clerk of the schoolfiling notice of appeal with the secretary of the board before the
board adopting the resolution or the school district clerk receivifdprch 15 following the denial. The secretary of the bedall
the petition shall immediatelpotify the school board of the others€nda copy of the notice of appeal to the school board of each
affectedschool district, the secretanf the board and the clerk of affectedschool district. Except as provided undeb.(5), the
eachcity, village or town, any part of which is contained withirRppealpanel shall issue aarder either dirming the school
an affected school district. The referendum shall be held in th@ard’'sdenial of the proposed regmization or ordering atir

affectedschool districts as provided undei$7.20 \btes shall any part of the territory described in the petition ursies.(2)
be counted separately for eaclieated school district. detachedfrom the school district irwhich it is located and

(5) REFERENDUMRESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in attachedo the adjoining school district. The order shall be issued
eachaffected school district is ifavor of the reaganization, the beforethe June 15 following the filing of the notice of appeal. The

reoroanizatiorshall take dgect on the following Julv 1. Athe ordershall bein Writing,_shall inclucje a statement of reasons for
timegof canvassing the returns, thehool boargs of);hefaf:ted the order and shall be filed as provided undells.17 (2) If the

schooldistricts shall make and file an order of school district reogPP€aipanel orders territory detached from one school district and
ganizationunder s117.17 (2) attachedio an adjoining school district, the rganizationshall

History: 1989 a. 14, 192 takeeffect on the following July 1.
(5) BoarDREVIEW. (a) If more thaone appeal to detach terri
117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory  tory from a single school district is filed undsub.(4) before
initiated by owner. (1) AppLIcATION. This section applie® March15 and any of the followingpplies, the board shall review
the detachment of territory from one school disteint its attach  all of those appeals:
mentto an adjoining school district if all of the following apply: 1. The total assessedluation of the territory proposed to be

(a) The assessed value of the territory propésém: detached detachedinder the appeals, divided by the assessment ratio of the
from one school district and attached to an adjoining school digxationdistrict, is equal to or greater than 7% of the equalized val
trict, divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation district, is lésdionof the school district from which the territory is proposed
than 7% of the equalized valuation of the school district frorfp be detached.
which it is proposed to be detached. 2. The total number of pupils residing in the territory-pro

(b) Less tharv% of the enrollment of the school district fromPosedto be detached under the appeals who, on the most recent
which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in the te@i the preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of-Janu
tory proposed to be detached from that school district. ary, were enrolled in the sc.hodlstrlct from which the territory

(2) PemiTion. A majority ofthe electors residing in the terri is proposed tde detached is equal to or greater than 7% of that

tory described undesub.(1) or owners of 50% or more of that-ter schooldistrict S. gnrollmer?t. . .
ritory may file a written petition with the clerk of the schookdis =~ (@m) In addition to reviewing appeals described under(@pr
trict in which theterritory is located requesting the detachment &€ board shall review an appeal if any of the following applies:
the territory from that school district and istachment to an 1. The assessed valuation of the territory proposed to be
adjoiningschool district. The petition shall include a descriptiondetachedinder the appeal, divided by the assessment ratio of the
of the territory sufciently accurate to determine its locatiortiie taxation district, when added the total assessed valuation of all
schooldistrict in which it islocated, as certified by the clerk ofterritory detachedrom that school district in the 2 years preceding
eachcity, town or village withinwhich all or part of the territory thedate on which the petition was filed under @, divided by
is located, and the number of pupils residing in that territory whiie appropriateassessment ratios, is equal to or greater than 2%
on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of Septemberadithe school districg equalized valuation.
2nd Friday of Januaryere enrolled in the school district from 2. The number of pupils residing in the territory proposed to
which the territory is proposed to be detached, as certified by the detached undéneappeal who are included in the enroliment
clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the petititine  of the school district from which the territory is proposed to be
schooldistrict clerk shall send a certified copy of the petition tdetachedywhen added to the number of pupils who resided in terri
the school board of the school districtwdiich the territory is pro  tory detached from that school district, and were included in pre
posedto be attached and to the secretary of the board. vious enrollments of that schodistrict, in the 2 years preceding
(3) ScHooL BOARD ACTION. In the first February beginning the date on which the petitipn was filed undeb.(2), constitute
afterreceipt of a petition undaub.(2), the school boards of the 2% or more of the school distristenroliment.
affectedschool districts may order the territory detached from the (b) The secretargf the board shall notify the school board of
schooldistrict in which it is located and attached to the adjoiningachaffected school district and each owner or elector who signed
schooldistrict bythe adoption, by each of those school boards, thfe notice of appeal under sul@) that the appeair appeals will
aresolution ordering the reganization. Before adopting a reso bereviewed by the board under this subsection rather than by an
lution under this subsection that grants or denies thgaa@a- appealpanel under sul§4). The board shall issue an order either
tion, each school board shall give the electors and owners wdffirming the school boards’ denial of all or aofthe proposed
signedthe petitionunder sub(2) an opportunity to meet with the reorganizationsunder par(a) or the proposed reganization
schoolboard to present their reasons for the proposedarma- underpat (am)or ordering all or any part of the territory described
tion. Failure of a school board to adopt a resolution before Maiighall or any of the petitions under siB) or included in the appeal
1 either ordering or denying the rganization constitutes a denialfiled under par(am)detached from the school district in whith
of the reoganization by the school boar@he school district clerk is located andttached to an adjoining school district. In addition
of each schodboard adopting a resolution under this subsectida the criteria under 417.15 in making its decision the board also
thatorders or denies a rg@mization shall, within 5 days after theshall consider the &ct thatthe proposed detachments under par
adoptionof the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolutigi@), taken as avhole, will have on the school district from which
to the school board of the othefeafted school district and file a theterritory is proposed to be detached, or the cumulatfeetef
certified copy of the resolution as provided undet’7.17 (2) onthat school district of the proposed detachment undgiapay
If the school board of eacHeafted school district adopts a resoluThe boards order shall be issued before the June 15 following the
tion ordering the detachment and attachment, theaaization filing of the notice of appeal. The order shall be in writing, shall
shalltake efect on the following July 1. includea statement of reasons for the order and shall be filed as
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providedunder s117.17 (2) If the boarcbrders territory detached to a school districof territory that is located wholly in a county
from one school district and attached to an adjoining school digith a population of more than 325,000 and less than 500,000.
trict, the reoganization shall take ffct on the following July 1. (1m) DEerINITIONS. In this section:

History: 1989 a. 14, 287. « "
Sub. (1) allows the detachment of “island” parcels from school districts which (2) “Annexed” means annexed or attached undé69217

adjoin. A detached parcel need not adjoin the school district to which it is attachéd.0219 66.0221 66.0223 66.0225 66.02270r 66.0307
oped”means that on the date of annexatiess than 50% of the
landin the annexed territorgs measured by geographic area, is
occupied by permanentimprovements, including buildings,
reetssidewalks, parking lots, drivewaysewers or utilities, or

117.13 Detachment and attachment of small territory
initiated by school boards. (1) AppPLICATION. This section
appliesto the detachmemf territory from one school district and ¢
its attachment to an adjoining school district if all of the foIIowin§S incidental to such improvements

apply: . L . . .
(a) The assessed value of the territory proposed to be detachﬁ@)h . l\fun'?%a.“ty mear;satrklly tc;]ty or V|Ilag(|e ?ny p]?rtlon OtL
from one school district and attached to an adjoining school d Ich 1S Jocated In a county that has a popuiation of more than

trict, divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation district, is | ,OOHOand. less than 500_'00_0'” o
than 7% of the equalized valuation of the school district from (d) “Municipal school district” means a school district whose
which the territory is proposed to be detached. territory includes more than 50% of the territory of a municipality

(b) Less tharv% of the enroliment of the school district from@SMeasured by geographic area.
which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in the terri (2) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. (@) If territory is annexed to a
tory proposed to be detached from that school district. municipality, the territory is not included in the municipal school

(2) ScHooL BOARD ACTION. The school boards of 2 adjoiningdiStriCt and less than 50% of the Ia'nrdthg annexed territ(_)ry is
school districts may order territory detached from one of thdevelopedthe school board of the municipal school district may
school districts and attached to the other school district by tiélopta resolution requesting the school board of the school dis
adoption,by each of the school boards, of a resolution ordering et in which the annexed territory is located to meet with it to dis
detachmentand attachment. The resolution shall include @ussthe detachment of the annexed territory from the sattieol
descriptionof the territorysuficiently accurate to determine itstrict in which it is located and its attachmentthe municipal
locationin the school district in which it is located, as certified b§chooldistrict. The resolution shall include a description of the
the clerk ofeach cityvillage or town within which all or any part territory sufiiciently accurate to determine its location in the
of the territory is located, and the number of pupils residing in ttegthooldistrict in which it is located, as certified by the clerk of the
territory who, on the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday afinexingmunicipality The clerkof the municipal school district
Septembenr 2nd Friday of Januarywere enrolled in thechool shallsend a certified copy of the resolutimrthe school board of
district from which the territory is proposed to etached, as cer theschool districin which the annexed territory is located, to all
tified by the clerk of that school district. Prior to adopting a resolawnersof territory located in the annexed territory and to the sec
tion under this subsection, the school board of eafdcrtefl retaryof the board.

schooldistrict shall give thelectors residing in and the owners of (1) | territory is annexed to a municipality and the territory is

theterritory notice of the proposed rganization and an 0ppoftu notincluded in the municipal school district, the owners of more
nity to meet with the school board to present reasons BaNst  than50% of the annexed territorys measured by its assessed val

the proposed reganization. The school district clerk of eachationdivided by theassessment ratio of the taxation district, may
schoolboard that adopts a resolution under this subsection shgjlh a written petition with thelerk of the school district in which

within 5 days after adopting the resolution, send a certified Coye territory is located requesting the detachnwdithe annexed
of the resolution to the school board of dtker afected school ierritory from the school district in which it is located and its

districtand filea certified copy of the resolution as provided undefitschmento the munici fetri s

pal school district. The petition shall
s.117.17 (2) If the school board of each of théeated school i1y gea descriptiorof the territory siffciently accurate to deter
districtsadoptsa resolution ordering the detachment and a{tach“ne its location in the school district in whiithis located, as cer
ment, the re@anization shall take #fct on the first July hfter tified by the clerk of the annexing municipalitpon receipof

the March 1 followingthe adoption of the resolutions, unless afpq petition, the school district clerk shall send a certified copy of

appeais filed under sub(3). o o theresolution to the school board of the municipal school district,
(3) APPEALTOPANEL. A majority ofthe electors residing in or tg ajl owners of territory located in the annexed territory and to the
the owners of 50% or more of the territory detached from on@cretaryof the board.
schooldistrict and attached to an adjoinisghool district und_er (3) SCHOOLBOARDACTION. In the first July beginning after the
sub (2) may appeal the reganization to an appeal panel by filing goptionof a resolution under suf) (a)or the receipt of a peti
notice of appeal with the secretary of the board before the f"%on under sub2) (b), the school boards of thefedted school dis
March 15 following the adoption of the resolution under §@h. s may order theerritory detached from the school district in
The secretary of the board shall send a copy of the notice of <51p|5vl\'5/l Yy Y

to the school board of eacHedted schootlistrict. If an appeal ichit is_, located anattached to the municipal school (_jistrict by
is filed under this subsection, the appeahel shall issue an orderthe adoption, by each of the school boards, of a resolution ordering

detachingall or any part of the territory described in the resolutioft® detachment and attachmefailure of a school board to adopt

adoptedunder sub(2) from the school district in which it is & resolution before August 1 either ordering or denying the
locatedandattaching it to the adjoining school district, or denyingetaChmenand attachment constitutaglenial of the reganiza-

the reoganization. The order shall be issued before the Junelf2 by that school board. The school disteerk of each school
following the filing of the notice of appeal. The order shall be fpoardadopting aresolution under this subsection that orders or
writing, shall include a statement of reasons foriter and shall deniesthe reoganizationshall, within 5 days after adopting the
befiled as provided under $17.17(2). If the appeal panelfains resolution,send a certified copy of the resolution to the school

the school boards’ ordehe reaganization shall take fefct onthe boardof the other décted schoatlistrict and to each of the owners
following July 1. of territory in the annexed territory and file a certified copy of the

History: 1989 a. 14. resolutionas provided under $17.17 (2) If the school boardf
eachaffected school district adopts a resolution under this suibsec
117.132 Territory annexed to certain municipalities. tion ordering the detachment and attachment, thgaaaation
(1) AppLicaTiON. This section applies to the proposed attachmesthall take efect on the following July 1.
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(4) BoarDREVIEW. (@) The board shall review a rganiza- (1) Thegeographical and topographical characteristics of the
tion proposed under this section if one of the following occursaffectedschool districts, including the estimated travel time to and

1. Lessthan 50% of the land in the annexed territory is devefom school for pupils in the school districts.
oped,one of the school boards under si#).adopts a resolution  (2) Theeducational needs of all of the children residing in the
orderingthe reoganization, the other school board denies treffected school districts, the educational programs currently
reorganizatiorand, before the following September 1, either obfferedby each dectedschool district and the ability and cem
the school boards files a petition with the secretary ofttb@rd mitmentof each school district tmeet those needs and continue
requestingooard review of the proposed rganization. to offer those educational programs.

2. Before the September 1 following the grantinglenying (2m) If territory is proposedo be detached from one school
of the proposed reganization under sufB), the owners of more districtand attached to an adjoining school district or proposed to
than50% of the annexed territorgs measured by its assessed vabe included in a new school district undet®7.105 whether the
uationdivided by the assessment ratio of the taxation disfitect, proposeddetachment will have any adversteef on the program
a petition with the secretary of theardrequesting board review currentlyoffered by the school district from whithe territory is
of the proposed reganization. proposedo be detached, including both curricular and extracur

(b) If a petition requesting review is filed under.gaj 1, the ricular aspects of that program.
secretaryof the board shall immediately notifje school board  (3) Thetestimony of and writtestatements filed by the resi
of the other décted school district and eaohthe owners of terri  dentsof the afected school districts.

tory in the annexed territonyif a petition requesting review is filed  (4) The estimated fiscal &ct of the proposerkoganization

underpar (a) 2, the secretary of the board shall immediatelyn the afected school districts, including thefest of theappor
notify the school board of eactexfted school district. Before thetionmentof assets and liabilities.

following January 15the board shall issue an order either gy \yhetherthe proposed reganization willmake any part
affirming the denial of the proposed rganization or detaching of a school district territory noncontiguous.

all or part of the annexed territory described in the resolution or 6) Th . ic level and al . £ th
petition under sub(2) from the school district in which it is _ (6) The socioeconomic level and racial composition of the
upils who reside or will reside in territory proposed to be

locatedand attaching it to the municipal school district. Th o L

board'sorder shall be in writing, shaliclude a statement of rea d€tachedrom one school district and attached to an adjoining

sonsfor the order and shall beyfiled as provided unden .17 schooldistrict, in territory proposed to be included in a new school
| fistrictunder s117.105or in school districts proposed to be €on

-(2)' If thg board orders territory detached fror.n.the school d-IStr-Eplldated or in &chooldistrict proposed to be dissolved; the-pro

it : portion of the pupils who reside in such territory who are children
thﬁigi?falglgga:.olq. iggl;a;l;;ﬁga;%t:rllstohe following July 1. atrisk, as defined under $18.153 (1) (g)and the d&ct that the
' pupils described in this paragraph will have the present and
117.14 Appeal to court. (1) Any person aggrieved bye futuresocioeconomic level ardcial composition of the fafcted

denial of a consolidation under §17.08 (2)or 117.09 (2) the Schooldistricts and on the proportion of théeated school dis
granting of a detachment and attachment of territory urgler tricts’ enroliments that will be children at risk.

117.11(3) or any order of thboard or an appeal panel under this (7) The results of any referendum held undeirls..10
chaptemay within 30 days after copies of the order are filed with History: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1997 a. 286

On review of adecision under this section, the only issues to be considered are
thesecretary of the board undeds7.17 (2) appeal the order to whetherthe reoganization authority acted within its jurisdiction and whether the

acircuit court as follows: determinatiorwas arbitrary andapricious. While an authority is bound to consider

(a) If the order is issued under $47.08 117.090r117.1Q the all the factors enumerated in this section, it may consider information from other
" . . . . . _sourcesjncluding matters within its knowledge and expertise. School District of
appealshall be filed with the circuit court of any county in WhldiVaukesha/. SDBAB, 201 Ws. 2d 109548 122 (Ct. App. 1996).

anyterritory of any dected school district is located.

(b) If the order is issued under 447.105to 117.132 the 117.17 Reorganization order. (1) CONTENTS; EFFECTIVE
appealshall be filed with the circuit court of any county in whictbate. (a) Every order of school district reganization under s.
any of the territory proposetb be detached from one schooldis117.08 117.090r 117.105that creates a new school district shall
trict and attached to, or included in, another school district itatethe school districts which are dissolved or from which-terri
locatedor with the circuit court of any county which any terr  tory is detached to create the new school district, name the new
tory of the school district to which the territory is proposed to lszhooldistrict, statehe type of school district and the grades to
attachedpr the school district that is proposed to be creased,betaught by the new school district pursuant t015.01 (2) (3)
located. and(5), designate the number of school board members under s.

(1m) Any person aggrieved n order resolving a boundary120.01or 120.41 designate the ternef initial members of the
dispute under 417.35 (3)may within 30 days after copies tife  schoolboard under £20.02 (3) (g)designate the method of elec
orderare filed withthe secretary of the board undet®7.17 (2) tion of school board members undet 20.060r 120.42 direct the
appealthe order to circuit court. The appeal shall be filed with tielection of school board members undér2€.060r 120.42 inso
circuit court ofany county in which any portion of the disputedar as applicable, designate the date of the first election of school
territory is located. poardmembers, as prqvided underl$7..22 (2) (b) and fixthe .

(2) A person appealingnder this section shall serve a writterfileand place for the first annual meeting of the new school dis
notice of appeal stating specificaltpe grounds upon which the trict, if one is to be held. The secretary of the board shall give

appealis based on the secretary of theard and file the notice notice of the firstannualmeeping, if one is to be held, under s.
with the clerk of the circuit court. 120.08(1) (c) and shall designateperson to act as temporary

History: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1997 a. 2861999 a. 18 chairpersorof the annual meeting until a chairperson is elected.

(b) Every order ofschool district re@anization under s.
117.15 Criteria for school district reorganizations. In  117.10that dissolves a school district shall state the school district
makinganydecision under s§17.08to 117.132 a school board, thatis dissolved and describe the territagsets and liabilities of
theboard and an appeal panel shall consider the following facttiie school district. Every order athool district re@anization
asthey afect the educational welfare of all of the children residinigsuedunder s117.10 (4)shall describe the territgrassets and
in all of the afected school districts, and may consider othdiabilities allocated to each other school district under that subsec
appropriatefactors: tion.
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(bm) Every order of school district reganization undes. (b) The joint interim school board under [aj constitutes the
117.105shall describe the territory of the school distrittsn  schoolboard of the new school district beginning on the following
which territory is detachetb create the new school district, statelate:
the school district created by the order and describe the territory 1. If no referendum is required, on the Zhuksday of Sep
of the school district created by the order temberfollowing the adoption of the resolution undet£7.08 (2)

(c) Every order of school districeoganization under ss. or117.09 (2)
117.11t0 117.132shall state the school districts from which any  2m. If a referendum is required unded$7.08 (3)or 117.09
territory is detached and the school district to which any territO(g), on the 31st day following the date the order ofganization
is attached and describe the territory is filed under s117.08 (4)or 117.09 (4)

(d) Every order of school district reganization and every  (c) The joint interim schodboard shall constitute the school
orderunder s117.35 (3)shall state the date on whichstto take boardof the new school district until a school board is elected and
effect. The date shall be as specified undei$2.08t0117.132  qualified under sub(2). The joint interim school board shhkve
117.27(1) and117.35 (3) If an appeal is made twurt under s. all the powers and duties of a school board elected for the school
117.14 the court may stay enforcement unde227.540f the district. Any action by the joint interim school board requires an
orderif a showing is made thé#tere is substantial probability thataffirmative vote of a majority of a quorum of the joint interim
the party seeking review will prevail on the merits and wilfsuf board.

irreparableharm if a stay is not granted. (2) ScHooLBOARDELECTIONS. (@) Inthis subsection, “school
(2) FiLiNG. A certified copy of any resolution or ordgrant  district clerk” means:

ing, affirming or denying a reganization or resolving a boundary 1 The clerk of the &cted school district that has the highest
disputeshallbe filed, within 5 days after it is adopted or issuegqualizedvaluation, ifan order of reganization is issued under
with the secretary of the board. Upon receipt of the resolutionf 17.080r 117.105

order, the secretary of the board shall immediately place on it the 2. The clerk of theffected union high school district, if an
dateupon which it was received. If the resolution or ordiémas orderof reoganization is issued underi<.7.09 '

or grants aeoiganization or resolves a boundary dispute, within b) An orderof school district - t . d und
5 days after receipt of the resolution or order the secretary of iy ) An orderof school district regranization issued under s.

6 ; i .080r 117.09shall designate the date of the first election of
boardshall send, by certifiethalil, a certified copy of the reselu .
tion or order to the clerk of each cijllage, town or countyany schoolboard members, which shall be not later thamahths

partof which is contained within anfatted school district, or any afterthe efective date of the ordeexcept as provided under par
part of which is contained within an interested school district if e L
resolutionor order resolves a boundary dispute. (b_m) If an_order of re@anization is issuednder s117.105

(3) PRESUMPTION;VALIDITY OF ORDER. (a) A reoganization the.flrst ele_ctlon of s_chool board members shall be held at the
orderor order resolving Aoundary dispute shall be presumptivépnmjelectlon fo!lowmg the referendum under$7.105 (3)
evidenceof the facts recited thereamd of the proceedings pre ~ (cm) No election under pafb) may be held after February 1

liminary to the issuance of the order andbefore the date of the spring election, afier September 1
(b) The failure of any dicer to perform aduty imposed upon andbefore the date of a general election held in the same year
him or her by this chapter does ndeat the validity of a regani- _ (d_) At least 12 weel_<s prior the date_ of the election, the school
zationorder or order resolving a boundary dispute otherlaise C'|IStrICt clerk shall publish a type A noticé the school board elec
fully made, but the @iter is subject to 946.12 tion, under s10.01 (2)(a). No later than 5 p.m. on the date 10
History: 1989 a. 14; 1993 a. 3921997 a. 2861999 a. 18 weeksprior to the election, any qualified elector of the schoel dis

trict created by the reganization may file with the school district

117.20 Referendum procedures. (1) If a referendum is clerka sworn declarationf candidacy for the school board and,
requiredunder ss117.08to117.11 it shall be held on thetiesday if required, nomination papers, as provideder s120.06 (6) (b)
afterthe first Monday in November following receipt of the petiFor purposes of this paragraph, a candidie resides in the ter
tion or adoption of the resolution underl47.08 (3) (a)117.09 ritory of the school district created pursuant to aganization
(3) (a),117.10 (3) (apr117.11 (4) (a) If a referendum is required u_nders. 117.1(_)_5and is otherwise a qualified elector_shall be-con
unders. 117.105 it shall be held on theuBsday after the first Sidereda qualified elector for a school board election under par
Mondayin the 2nd November following receipt of the petition ofbm). A candidate shall file an amended declaration with the
adoptionof the resolution under $17.105 (1) schooldistrict clerk as provided in $20.06 (6) (b) 5.Within 8

(2) The clerk of each d&cted school district shall publish daysafter the first election in theewly created school district, the
notice,as required under 8.55 in the territory of that school dis schooldistrict clerk shall notify the successful candidates of their

trict. The procedures for school board elections unde2@06  I€Ction. On the 2nd Tiesday following the election, the clerk
(5), (9), (11), (13) and(14) apply toa referendum held under thisshalladmlnlster or receivthe oficial oath and the newly elected
section. The school board and school district clerk of ead"rr]]embersshall_take dfce._ . .
affectedschool districshall each perform, for that school district, (€) If @ primary election for the school board positions is
the functionsassigned to the school board and the school distriduiredunder s120.06 (7) (b)it shall be held on the day which
clerk, respectivelyunder those subsections. The faithe bal IS 4 yveeks before the election, except that.lf the schqol board elec
lot shall correspond to the form prescribed by the elections bo#ff! is held on the day of the general election, the primary isaall
underss.5.64 (2)and7.08 (1) (a) The clerkof each dected heldon the day of the September primamd if the school board
schooldistrict shall file with the secretary of the board a certifie@lectionis held on the day of the spring election, the primary shall
statemenprepared by the schodistrict board of canvassers ofoe heldon the day of the spring primaryThe school district clerk

theresults of the referendum in that school district. shall notify the clerk of each cifyvillage or town,any part of
History: 1989 a. 14; 1997 a. 286 which is contained withiran afected school district, of the pri

mary election. The school districtierk shall give the notices
117.22 School boards in new school districts. unders.120.06 (8) (cpn the Monday before the primary election,
(1) JOINT INTERIM SCHOOLBOARDS. () If school districts are cen if one is held, and on the Monday before the school board election.
solidatedunder s117.08or 117.09 the school boards of the con  (f) Costs chayeable to the school district under 568 and
solidating school districts shall constitute the joint interim scho@l03 shall become a chge upon the new school district atie
boardof the new school district. schoolboard of the new school district shall pay all such costs.
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(3) INELIGIBILITY. Any person elected to a school boaradin solvedschool district and shall identify the other school district or
electionunder sub(2) (bm)who is also a member of the schookchooldistrictsthat shall be treated as the new consolidated school
boardof an afected school district is not eligible to serve as district or school district to which territory is attached for the pur
memberof the school board for the school district created by tip@sesof sub.(1) (d) 1.or (2) (b). If the boards order identifies
reorganizatiorunless the persarsigns as a member of the schoahorethan one such school district, it shall also identify which of
boardof the afected school distrigbrior to receiving the ditial the employees of the dissolved school district become employees
oathof office under sub(2) (d). of which of the identified school districts under s(i.(d) 1, or

History: 1989 a. 14, 287, 1993 a. 3921997 a. 2861999 a. 83 have priority for employment inwhich of the identified school

L districtsunder sub(2) (b).
117.25 Transfer of assets, liabilities and employees;

oo o (4) Creations. When a schootlistrict is created under s.
agreements between consolidating school districts. 117.105 all of the following apply:
(1) ConsoLipaTions. On the dective date of a consolidation of ) g apply:

schooldistricts under s117.080r 117.09 all of the following (&) Any employee of a school district from which territory is
apply: detachedby the regganization who is laid 6fas a result of the

. : rganizatiorhas priority over other persons for 3 years dfter
() The school districts that were consolidated cease to exr;%)ectivedate of the reganization for new positions and vacant

(b) Title to all property and the assets of the school districtz gjtionsfor which he or she is qualified in the school district that
underpar (a) become vested in the new consolidated schoel di§ - eated by the reganization.

trict (b) Any person who wishes to exercise his or her priority under
(c) Claims, obligations and contracts o school districts ¢ 3y shall notify the schodistrict that is created by the rgar
underpar (2) become claims, obligations and contracts of the ney, a4ion in writing, thathe or she wishes to be considered for any
consolidatedschool district. o new position or vacant position and shialtlude in the notice the
(d) 1. Employees of the school districts under @aibecome addresso be used by the school district to notify the person of
employeesf the new consolidated school district. suchpositions.
2. Thenew consolidated school district assumes the rightsHistory: 1989 a. 14, 287: 1995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27286, 1999 a.150
andobligations of the school districts under.a); under the pro  s-672 , i
visions of any collective bagaining agreement that applies /1S Iot e Reeet o, ) ) R e e e theromiza.
theseemployees. tion was initiated. Laid dfteachers may maintain a private action for daméges
3. The collective baainingagreement remains irfest untl ioslenofeut, (23 e it rousar cresies - Tghtiog prorty, bt ot s
the expiration date of thagreement or until a new collective bar 1993,
gainingagreement between the school district mmtesentatives
of these employees isfeftive, whichever occurs first. 117.27 Change of district type. (1) A common orunion
(1m) CONSOLIDATIONS; AGREEMENTSTO CONTINUE PROGRAMS  high school district may be changedo a unified school district,
ORFACILITIES. (a) A written agreement between the school boardsunified school districoperating only high school grades may be
of 2 or more schoadlistricts that are considering consolidatinghangednto a union high school district, and a unified schoal dis
unders.117.080r117.09to continue operating a programfacil-  trict operating only elementary grades or both elementary and
ity at a specific location for a specified period after consolidatidmigh schoolgrades may be changed into a common school district,
not to exceed 5 years, shall be binding upon the joint interifnatleast 30 days prior to the spring election a petition conforming
schoolboard of the new school districhder s117.22and any to the requirements of 8.40requesting the changefiled with
subsequentlglected school board of the new school district. Thie school district clerk signed by at least 10% of éfectors
schooldistrict clerk of the school district with the st equal  residingin the school district. The validity of the petition shall be
ized valuation shall file a copy of the agreemevith the state governedby the rules promulgated undei8s40 (3)
superintendent. (2) (a) The petition shall state that the school board of the pre
(b) Ten or more electors of the new school district may jointiyecessoschool district shall become the first school board of the
petition the circuit court of the county in which any portion of theuccessor school district. Upon receipt of the petition, the school
new school district is located to enforce an agreement ymater district clerk shall publish a class 1 notiesder ch985, of the
(. filing of the petition. The notice shall include the date, time and
(2) DETACHMENT AND ATTACHMENT OF TERRITORY. When terd  placeat which the school boashall hold a public hearing on the
tory is detached from one school district and attached to an-adjgiroposed change. The public hearing shall be held at least 7 days
ing school district under s$17.11to117.132 all of the following prior to the date of the spring election.

apply: (b) The school district clerk shall include in the notice of the
(a) Assets and liabilities arassigned to the school districtsspringelection a statement that the election ballot will include a
unders.66.02350n the dfective date of the reganization. questionon the change requested by the petition. féha of the

(b) 1. Any employee of thechool district from which territory ballot shall correspondo the form prescribed by the elections
is detached who is laid béas a result of the reganization has boardunder ss5.64 (2)and7.08 (1) (ajand the question dine
priority over other persons, except employees of the school digllotshall be:
trict to which the territory is attached and former employees of that“Shall the ... (namef school district) be a .... (type of school
schooldistrict who were laid dffrom that school district, for 3 district structure set forth in the petition)?
yearsafter the dective date of the reganization for new posi Yes ... No ..."

tionsand vacant positions for whidte or she is qualified in the (3) If a majority of the electors voting at the spring election

schooldistrict to which th_e territory is gttached. . votein favor of the change, the school board shall issue an order
2. Any person who wishes to exercise his or her priority undsf school district reganization eective on the July 1 following

subd.1. shall notify the school district to which the territory ihe springelection. A certified copy of the order shall be filed as
attachedin writing, that he or she wishes to be considered for aBYovidedunder $117.17 (2)

new position or vacant position and shaltlude in the notice the

addresgo be used by the school district to notify the person of (4) Whenthe type of school district is changed, all property
suchpositions. assets, claims, contractmbilities and obligations of the prede

(3) DissoLuTIoNs. If the board dirms the school boarsdis cessorschool district become the properassets, claims, cen

/ . tracts, liabilities and obligations of the successor school district.
solutionorder under sl17.10 (4) the boards order shall specify g0y 1083 a. 271985 a. 2181985 a. 225557, 82; 1985 a. 3321989 a. 14

thateither sub(1) (d) 1.or(2) (b) applies to employees of the dis s.11; Stats. 1989 s.17.27;1989 a. 192
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A nonbindirJg resol_utia)n declaring intent to purchase real estate in the future dagal property located in the disputed territory by certified mail.

g‘(’:ﬁggﬁgiﬁ&ibl"gasgo,':_’sg'l%egr(fggsgf‘)' Perritt L1d. Partnerstifemiosha Unifed - The notice shall include: description of the territargs certified
by the clerk of each citytown or village within which all or any

117.30 Attachment upon failure to operate school. (1) partof the territory is located, shall indicate that the school boards
(a) Except as provided under paits) and(c), if a school district areqonsndenng resolving the boundary dls.pute and. shall specify
for 2 or more successive years has failed to operafieisnf thetlr_ne and p_Iace of_the school board meeting at which the bound
classesat each grade level to provide all pupils who reside in ti@éY dispute will be discussed.
school district an opportunity tattend class at the appropriate (b) Each of the resolutions adopted under (aaushall include
gradelevel, the board shall attach the territory of the schoel dia legal description of the territory in dispute and a legal description
trict to one or more school districts that do soithifY 60 daysof  of that portion of the disputed territory that is to be included in
the date on which a school district becomes subject to this sectieachinterestedschool district. The school district clerk of each
the state superintendent shall so notify the school district clerk aschoolboard that adopts a resolution under this subsection shall,
the clerk of each municipality in whicpart of the school district within 5 days after adopting the resolution, send a certified copy
lies. Prior to August 30 of the year in which the school distrigf the resolution téhe school board of each of the other interested
becomessubject to this section, the board shall issue an ordersghooldistricts, file acertified copy of the resolution as provided
school district rea@anization attaching the school district to onén s.117.17 (2)and notify the electors residing in and owners of
or more operating school districts. Orders issued under this se@lproperty located in the disputed territoifthe school board
tion take efect upon being filed as provided in.7.17 (2) The of each of the interested school districts adopts a resolution under
schoolboardof each district to which any territory is attacheghis subsection, the resolution of the dispute shall éfiket on the
underthis section shall levy and collect a special tax against gt July 1 after the March 1 followinte adoption of the reselu
propertyin the territory so attached feuch amount as is payabletions.
for tuition and transportation, at the time of the attachment, by the(z) REQUESTFORRESOLUTION. (@) If there is a boundagjis-

schooldistrict in which the attached territory was locafetbr e the school boardf any interested school district may submit
thereto, in the proportion that the equalizealuation of the 5 \itten request to the board for the resolutiditihe boundary
attachedterritory bearsto the total equalized valuation of theyqp, \te The request shall state the particulars of the boundary dis
schooldistrictin which such territory was located prior to Sucrﬂ)ute,including a legatiescription of the territory involved and the
attachment. ] o namesof all interested school districts. The school board making
(b) Before the end of the first school year beginning after thge request shall send a copy of the request by 1st class mail to each

effective date of a reganization under sl17.105 the school interestedschool district at the timnat the request is submitted
board of the school district created lilge reoganization may g the board.

requesthedepartment to extend the 2-year time period under par (b) Upon receipt of a request under.gaj, the board shall
(a) by one yearT_he depart_m ent may grant the extension, and M&termineor requesthe school boards of the interested school
renew theextensiorfor additional one—year periods, if the depart istrictsto provide all of the following:

mentdetermines that the school board has adequate plans argd g P e ) .g. ) .

making adequate progress toward operatindicient classes at 1. A description of the territory in dispute, as certifiecty
eachgrade level to provide all pupils who reside in the schoel diglerk of each citytown or village within which all or any part of
trict an opportunity to attend class at the appropriate grade leyBg territory is located.

(c) If a school district created under147.105fails to operate 2. The number of pupils residing in the disputed territory who,
sufficient classes at each grade level to provatlepupils who ©0n the most recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of September or
residein the school district an opportunity to attend class at tR@d Friday of Januarywere enrolledn each interested school dis
appropriategrade level before the eraf the first school year trict.
beginningafter the dective date of theeoganization under s.  (3) Orper. (a) Unless the school boards of the interested
117.105 plus the perioaf any extension granted under.gl), schooldistricts have resolved the boundary disputéer sub(1),
the boards order under pa¢a) shallreattach the territory of the within 60 days after receipt of a request under @)a)the board
schooldistrict to each of the school districts fravhich the terd  shallissuean order resolving the boundary dispute. The board
tory was detached by the rganization under 4.17.105 unless shallsend a certified copy of the order to the scihoaird of each
the school district from which the territory was detached is no lointerestedschool district and shall file @ertified copy of the reso
geran operating school district. lution as provided in sl17.17 (2) The order shall takefett on

(3) If an order issued under this section is voided, the nonopéae following July 1 unless the board stays tHeaive date of the
ating school district shall arrange for the attendance of its pupéigderuntil the 2nd following July 1.
at the schools of one or more other school districts on a nenresi(b) In making a decision under pé), the board shall consider
denttuition basis, and shall provide transportation to and froghdgivethe greatest weight to decisions made previously by the
suchschools by the methods provided irl81.55for all of its  boardor any predecessor bod¥he board sha#liso consider the
pupils who reside 2 miles or more from the school they attengtiteria specified in s117.15and other evidence, including appli
Until a valid order has beeéssued, the nonoperat_ing school—discab|eproperty tax records.
trict may use sucfunds on hand as have been raised or appropri (c) If the order under pata) takes ekct on the following

atedfor operation and maintenanoelevy taxes to pay for such o : L
e . - ; uly 1,the board may specify in the order that pupils residing in
tuition and tra(ljnsportftlorr:. tlin d_ortd_ert IS v0|c_1ledt! the b%a}rd tf]halfhe disputed territory may continue to attend school irstteol
ISSu€ new orers of school district rgamization within e - gistrict that they are attending before the order takiexefintil

succeedingear . :
History: 1979 c. 3031983 a. 271989 a. 145.13; Stats. 1989 5.17.30;1995 the July 1 following the géctive date of the ordeiThe board shall

a. 275.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27286, 1999 a. 32 baseits decision on thestimated fiscal and otherfetts of the
decisionon the interested school districts.
117.35 School district boundary disputes. (1) ScHooL (4) LimiTATION ON COURTACTION. If there is a boundary dis

BOARD ACTION. (a) If there is a boundary dispute, the scho@lute,the school boardf any interested school district may not
boardsof the interested school districts may resolve the dispute dymmencecourt action regardinghat dispute until an order
the adoption, by each of the school boards, of a resolution resabsuedunder sub(3) is filed with the secretary of the board under
ing the dispute. Before adopting such a resolution, the scheoi17.17 (2)

boardsjointly shall notify the electors residing in and owners of History: 1999 a. 18
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