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CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.62 September primary ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.64 General election ballots.

5.01 Scope. 5.65 Special referendum ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.66 Number of ballots.
5.05 Elections board; powers and duties. 5.68 Cost of elections.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal. 5.72 Correcting ballot errors.
5.07 Action to compel compliance. SUBCHAPTER Il
5.08 Petition for enforcement. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
5.081  Petition for enforcement of voting rights. 5.76  Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of systems.
5.09 Certification of documents. 5.77 Applicable procedures.
5.10 Presidential electors. 5.78 Voting booths.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.79 Instruction of electors.
5.18  Enforcement of division requirement. 5.80  Demonstrator electronic voting system.
5.25 Polling places. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.
5.35 Polling place requirements. 5.82 Write—in ballots.
5.37 Voting machine requirements. 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.84 Testing of equipment; custody of programs and ballots.

SUBCHAPTER I 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.

BALLOT FORM 5.86 Proceedings at central counting location.
5.51 General provisions. 5.87 Tabulating votes.
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.89 Official return.
5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.90 Recounts.
5.54 Notice to electors. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.
5.55 Ballot identification. 5.92 Bond may be required.
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. 5.93 Administration.
5.58 Spring primary ballots. 5.94 Sample ballot labels and cards; publication.
5.60 Spring election ballots. 5.95 Elector information.

SUBCHAPTERI the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner
GENERAL PROVISIONS (d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an emumal

ber of votes are cast for and against adoptiba,question fails

5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHS.5 TO 12. Except as adoption.

otherwiseprovided, chsb to 12 shall be construed to givefeft (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)

to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pia every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply governor,each elector shall havesmgle vote applicable to both

with some of their provisions. offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of legab
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagdvernor shall be
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer

(3) PLURALITY SHALL ELECT. (a) Except as provided in péb), tify.
in every election to choosmy oficer, each elector has one vote (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num
for each diice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The persdrer of votes for governoand lieutenant governdhe 2 houses of
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHizefshall be thelegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal
declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and t#rone ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of
tify. votesfor governor and lieutenant governor

(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéag, if no names  History: 1979 c. 891983 a. 4841985 a. 3041997 a. 27

are certified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declaredVherethere is substantial compliance with, but a devidtiom a provision in an
elected ’ electionstatute, thereby giving rise to the question of whether the requirement is

directory or mandatorythe supreme court in a long line of cases has consistently
(4) Tie voTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the sanficef construedhe provisioras directory in keeping with (1), which requires that the-elec

receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner sl}i%iy];”,fg;‘%{', ?Sdﬁ%g?giﬁ”ﬁsv‘?ié‘)’ gggmo the wil of the efectors. Lanser

be chosen by lot '_n the presence c_)f the board Qf canvabseysd Where40% of registered voters were denied ballots in election to remove county

with the responsibility to determine the election, except as pi2at.election was set aside even thoogicome probably was nofedted. McNally

videdin s.8.17 (4)(b), or in the case of an election for state oy Tollandey 100 W (2d) 490, 302 NW (2d) 440 (1981).

nationaloffice or municipal judge, if the judge is elected under s. o )

755.01(4), or metropolitan sewerage commissigifethe com  5.02  Definitions.  In chs.5to 12, unless the context requires

missioneiis elected under 66.23 (1) (am) in the presence of the otherwise:

chairpersorof the board. (1) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanspparatus
(b) If, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equal buthich automatically examines and counts vatsorded on bal

notthe greatest number of votes so that only one of those-caralis or voting machines and tabulates the results.

dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, the (1e) “Ballot” means a tabulating card, ballot label, sheet of

choiceshall similarly be made by drawing lots. paper or envelopen which votes are recorded. The term also
(c) The candidates maif all those tied for the samefiock are includesa sheebr card, filmstrip or other device listing or con

presentdraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of anytafning information relative to dices, candidates and referenda
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which is placed, projected or composed on the board or screer(14) “Pall list” means the listvhich is compiled by election
insidea voting machine. officials on election day showing the names and addresses -of elec

(1m) “Ballot label” means the page, casdmaterial contain torswho actually cast votes in an election.
ing the name®f offices and candidates or referenda to be voted (15) “Polling place” means the actual location wherein the
on, which is placed on a voting device. The term does not incluelector’svote is cast.
a sticker applied to ballots to fill a vacancy in a nomination. (16) “Primary” means a primary election.

(1g) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geographic (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party
area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collectionwahith qualifies for a separate ballot or column undes.62 (1)
tabulation. (b) or (2).

(1s) “Board” means the elections board. (16s) “Referendum’means an election at which an advisory

(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of thevalidatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.
countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized rep (17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare
resentatives. properlyregistered to vote in municipalities in whiggistration

(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent anig required.
school board members. (18) “Septembermprimary” means the primary held the 2nd

(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to Tuesdayin September to nominate candidates to be voted for at
anational, state or local fi¢e. the general election, and to determine which candidates for state

(4) “Election” means every public primary and election. offices other than district attorney may participate in thedth-

(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is not™"" election campaign fund,

- : : ; (19) “Specialelection” means any electioather than those
dividedinto wards, except as otherwise provided Bi57 (1) (0) o5 ive4'in subgs), (18), (21) and(22), to fill vacancies or to
(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged

. - . . conducta referendum.
with any duties re!atlng_ to the conduct of an election. _ _ (20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks
(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in whiclheorethe special election except when the special election is held
votes are recorded on ballotand the votes are subsequently, the same day as the general electiorstreial primary shall
countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. Thg,

. ) - ; held on the same day as the general primary or if the special
termalso includes a voting machioe which votes are recordedg|ectionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary
andtabulated by electronic means.

shallbe held concurrently with the spring primary

(5) “General election” means the electioheld in even—  (0q4) “Specialpurpose district’ means any local governmen
numberedyears on thedesday after the first Monday in Novem ta ynit other than a county or municipality

ber to elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in congress, 20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held at a

presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the assgii ;s jelection which is not held concurrently with the elections
bly, district attorneys, statefaders other thathe state superinten describedn sub.(5), (18), (21) or (22)

dentand judicial dficers, and county fiters other than supervi

sorsand county executives. . : A - R
6) “Governingbody” means the common council of a git Tuesdayin Aprll to electjuc_ilmal, educational and mu_mapalflef
( g y ycers,nonpartlsan county fifers, sewerage commissioners and to

boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a villageqy yress preferences for the person to be the presidential candidate

(7) "Judge”means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a ¢y each party
cuit court. o (22) “Spring primary” means theonpartisan primary held
(8) "Justice” means a justice of the supreme court. the 3rd Tuesday in February to nominate candidates to be voted
(8m) “Labor organization” means any employeganization for at the spring election.
in which employes participate and which exists primarily for the (23) “State office” means the dices of governarlieutenant
purposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer governor,secretary of state, state treasuatiorney general, state
concerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditiofigperintendentjustice of the supreme courtpurt of appeals
of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profgsdge, circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to the
sionalor occupational standards and the welfafrés members assemblyand district attorney

andfamilies and any ganization established for the same-pur (24) “Statesuperintendent” means thtate superintendent of
posescomposed of individuals orféfates of any such employe ppjicinstruction.

orgam%atlon. o L (24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaateng

(9) “Local office” means any elective fafe other than a state machinewhich the elector uses to record his or her votes on a bal
or national ofice. lot.

(10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit  (24r) “Voting machine” means a machine which serveiin
lageclerk and the executive director of the city election commigf a voting booth and which mechanically or electronically
sion and their authorized representatives. Where applicablggordsthevotes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttons
“municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district.  |ocatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votes.

(11) “Municipality” means city town or village. (25) “Ward” means a town, village @ity subdivision created

(12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate the
presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representativedivision of such municipalities into electiafistricts of substan

(21) “Spring election” means the election held on the first

congress. tially equal population numbers along common boundaries
(12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a Observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoods
propername by which an individual is commonly known. andother settlements.

P .o , I History: 1971 c. 21;1971 c. 304s.2, 29 (2) 1973 ¢. 280334 1975 ¢. 931977
(13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-req 107747 304 1677 c. 42753 fo 14 1977 ¢. 4491979 ¢. 3289, 221 1079 c.

isteredunder s11.05organized exclusively for political purposesz60ss.1m, 73t075; 1979 c. 31, 328 1981 c. 4391, 1983 a. 484s.5, 56, 124m
underwhose name candidatappear on a ballot at any election]28 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 395s.1t0 1r, 66w; 1989 a3,
andall county congressional, legislative, locaid other dfliated ~ 1%51 & 519932 1401841995 a. 18.2,1995 a. 259145 (1) 1995 a. 2191997
committeesauthorized to operatmder the same name. For-pur

posesof ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaigh.05 Elections board; powers and duties. (1) GENERAL

committeeor a committee filing an oath underl4.06 (7) AUTHORITY. The elections board shall have the responsibility for
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the administration of ch< to 12 and other laws relating to elec which the board discovers and shall inform the person submitting
tionsand election campaigns. Pursuant to such responsithiity the report or statement.

boardmay: (3) InvESTIGATIONS. (&) The board shall upon complaint by
(a) Employan executive director outside the classified servigy person oon its own motion investigate violations of the elec
andemploy legal counsel. The executive director shall servetams laws and shall notify the district attorney of theoper
the chief election dicer for this state. county, the attorney general or the governor where appropriate
(b) In the dischae of its duties and upon notice to the partynders.11.60 (4)or 11.61 (2)of any facts within its knowledge
or parties being investigated, subpoena and bring befaneyit OF €vidence in its possession which may be grotrdsivil action
personin the state and require the production of any papers, bo§kgtiminal prosecution.
or other records relevant to an investigation. A circuit court may (b) In any case in which the board refers information relating
by order permit the inspection and copying of the accounts and th@n apparent violation of théection, the district attornesttor
depositor’sand loan records at any financial institution as defingiey general, or any special counsgpointed under 44.11 (2)
in s.705.01 (3)doing business in the state to obtain evidence 8ifiall respond by report to the board with respect to any action
any violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probabldakenregarding such apparent violatiofine report shall be trans
causeto believe there is a violation and that such accounts améted no later than 40 days after the date of the referral. If the
recordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the-dismatteris not disposed of during such period, the board shall
chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition of witeceivea further report at the close of every 30-day period until
nesseso be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositiotfe time of final disposition.
in civil actions in circuit court. (c) No investigation is required of any petition or complaint
(c) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures for any violatiorwwhichis not verified. The board may summarily dismiss any-com
of ch.11 under s11.6Q Forfeiture actions brought by the boardlaintwhich it finds to be without merit.
may concern only violations with respect to reports or statements(4) EmpLoYES. All employes ofthe board shall be nonparti
requiredby law to be filed with it, and other violations arisingsan.
underelections for state fife or statewide referenda. The board (5) BienniaL RePORT. Notwithstanding s15.04 (1) (d) the
may compromise and settle amvil action or potential action boardshall fileits biennial report required by that paragraph on or
broughtor authorized to be broughy it under ch11which, in  beforeJune 30 of each odd—numbered yeawering the bien
the opinionof the board, constitutes a minor violation, a violationjum ending on the previous December 3The board may
causedby excusable neglect, or which for other good causgclude any information compiled under $1.21 (7) in such
shown,shouldnot in the public interest be prosecuted under suedport.
chapter. Notwithstanding s778.06 an action or proposed action () FormaL opiNiONS. Any interested person may make writ
authorizedunder this paragraph may be settled for such sum@grequesto the board to issue a formal opinion with respect to
may be agreedetween the parties. Any settlement made by thge persons authority or responsibilities under chgo12. The
boardshallbe in such amount as to deprive the alleged violator ghardshall within 15 days advise the person requesting an opinion
any benefit of his or her wrongdoing and may contain a penal cofghetheror not a formal opinion will be issued. If a fornaginion
ponentto serve as aeterrent to future violations. In settlingill be issued, it shall be issued within 30 days of the request. No
actionsor proposed actions, the board shall treat comparable s{idrsonacting in good faith upon farmal opinion issued to the
ationsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlenp@isonby the board shall be subject to civil or criminal prosecu
bearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of tiiense or tjon for so acting, if the material facts are as stated in the opinion
allegedoffense. Forfeiture actions brought by the board shall bequest. Nothing in this subsection requires the issuance of an
broughtin the circuit court for the county whereifre violation is  gpinion by the board, nor precludes it from issuargopinion or
allegedto occur ruling in any other manner

(d) Sue for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,  (7) ApmINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Theboard
or other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropnateshall conduct regular information and training meetingeagious
enforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or electioycationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other
campaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be designed
requiredin such actions. Actions shall be brought in circuit cougixplainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to
for the county where a violation occurs or may occur promoteuniform procedureand to assure that clerks and other

(e) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issueofficials are made aware of the integrity and importance of the
subpoenainder par(b), apply for asearch warrant under péy), voteof each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relating
commencean action under pad), intervene in amction or pre  to election laws, practice and procedure. The board magehar
ceedingunder sul(9), issue an order unders06, exempt a poll personsattending the administrativeeetings and conferences
ing place from accessibility requirements unde.85 (4) (a) for its costs incurred in conducting thesetings and conferences
exempt a municipality from the requirement to use votingita rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the board.
machinesor an electronic voting system undei540 (5m)or (9) StanpinG. The board has standing to commence or-inter
authorizenonappointment of amdividual who is nominated to venein an action or proceeding for the purpose of enforcing the
serveasan election dicial under s.7.30 (4) (e) subject to such lawsregulating the conduct of elections or election campaigns
limitations as the board deems appropriate. ensuring their proper administration. If the board delegates

(f) Promulgate rules under 827 applicable to aljurisdic- ~ authorityto the executivelirector under sul{l) (e)to act in its
tionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws regtead the executive director has standing to commence o inter
ulatingthe conduct of elections or election campaigrnsnsuring Venein such an action or proceeding.

their proper administration. History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 8593, 199, 1977 ¢. 291977 c. 1965.131; 1977
2) A dditi he facial R f C.418427,447,1979 c. 3%.92 (8) 1979 c. 89154, 328 1983 a. 27484, 524,538,
(2) AupiTing. In addition tathe facial examination of reports 1985a. 3031985 a. 304s.3, 155 1989 a, 31192

andstatements required underl$.21 (13) the board shall cen  Notification to district attorneyattorney general or governor is not prerequisite to
ductan audit of reports and statements whichreggired to be G foriiure nder sub. () (¢, notficaion pursuant o ub. (3 i e only 2o
filed with it to determine whether violations of chl have 240nw (2d) 579 (Ct. App. 1989).

occurred. The board may examine records relating to matters

requiredto be treated in such reports and statements. The badau@ Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec
shall make oficial note in the file of a candidate, committeetor of a jurisdiction or districtserved by an election fifial
groupor individual under chl1 of any erroror other discrepancy believesthat a decision or action of thdioifal or the failure of the
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official to act with respect to any matter concermigninations, (9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with
qualificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including fresirespecto any findings of fact or factual matters upon which the
dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparatiodpoardhas made a determination, or could have made a determina
electionadministration or conduct @lections is contrary to law tion if the parties had properly presented the disputed matters to
or the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by ldfe board for its consideration. The court shall summarily hear
with respect to any such matténe elector may file avritten anddetermine all contestéssues of law and shalffiaim, reverse
sworn complaint with the board requesting that tHeiaf be or modify the determination of the board, according due weight
requiredto conform his or her conduta the law be restrained to the experience, technicedbmpetencend specialized knowl
from taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to edgeof the board, pursuant the applicable standards for review
correctany action orecision inconsistent with the law or anyof agency decisions under227.57

abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by lafhe complaint (10) This section doesot apply to matters arising in connec
shall set forth such facts as are within the knowledgthe com  tion with a recount under 8.01

plainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of lawistory: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 182.57; 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192

or abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint  Plaintiff's failure to comply with method of review prescribed by this section
may be accompanied byelevant supporting documents. Théieehiedcieutcourtof urdcton o nemfa s orgina) scton egardng sec
boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner p(gi)639 (Ct. App. 1992).

scribedfor treatment of contested cases unde2fiif it believes

suchaction to be appropriate. 5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation

(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub. of _the laws regul_ating the conduct of elections or election cam
(1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey com  Paignsoccurs or is proposed to ocgthre attorney general or the
mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any decisiofiistrict attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is pro
action or failure to act on the part of any electioficil with ~ POsedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus
respect to anynatter specified in sulf1) without first filing a OF Prohibition, or other such legal or equitable relief as may be
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaint@PPropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is
by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed thigifooard fails reduiredin such actions.
to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint withinHistory: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 s. 5.01985 a. 304

5 business days from the date of its receipt or if the board con . ) .
cludesits investigation without a formal decision. 5.08 Petition for enforcement. Any elector mayile a veri

(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly sfled petition alleging such facts as are within his or her knowledge

asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may fb indicate that an electionfifial has failed or is failing to comply

! g N P .77 with any law regulating the conduct of elections or election-cam
a complaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candlda% y g g

. . ignsor proposes to act in a manner inconsistent with such a law
or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the compl 9 prop h

K hould h K h olati Py b drequesting that an action be commenced for injunctive relief,
antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse 9l it of mandamus or prohibition or other such legal or equitable

discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur relief as may be appropriate to compel compliance witHatve
(4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deterThe petition shall be filedvith the district attorney of the county
minewhether any election fifial, with respect to any matter con wherethe violation or proposed action inconsistent with this chap
cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualifiter occurs or is proposed twecur The district attorney may then
cations,including residence, ward division and numbering, recalommencehe action or dismiss the petition. If the district attor
ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of electionsey declines to act upon the petitionibthe district attorney fails
hasfailed to comply withthe law or abused the discretion vestetb act upon the petition within 15 days of the date of filing, the peti
in him or her by law or proposes to do so. tioner may file the same petition with the attorney general, who
(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under sih), orupon its own may then commence the action.
motion, the board may order any electiofficial to immediately =~ History: 1983 a. 484
transferto its possession any origirgdcuments in the custody of . ) )
the official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant t§.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The
permit review of compliance with the laws concerning nominzattorneygeneral shall accept a verified petitivom any person
tions, qualifications of candidates, ward division and numberinglleging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal voting

recall or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such Nghtsact,42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general may
laws. commencean action or proceeding in any court of competent

. A . jurisdiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose rights
(6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems appréunder42 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated.

priate,summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordequire History: 1085 &, 312

any e'.eCtlon .Oi.iCIal to Con.form his Or. her. Condl,JCt to th,e law NOTE: This section, ceated by1985 Wis. Act 312 and s.1 of that act, entitled
restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with the«_egislative findings and intent’, first apply to alteration of district boundaries
law or require an dicial to correctany action or decision incen made to reflect population changesidentified in the 1990 federal decennial cen
sistentwith the law The board shall immediately transmitapy S!S

of the order to the &tial. An order issued under thssibsection

is effective immediately or at such later time as may be specifi . : e .
in the order authorizedor required to make a certification of any document in
. . the custody of the board, and the authority to make the cettifica

_ (7) The board may withdrayymodify or correct an order o s Jawfully delegated to the executive directbe executive

issuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action directormay personally or through an employe authorized by the

to be appropriate. director,affix his or her signature by means of a stamp, machine
(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved byimpression,reproduction print osimilar process. This section

anorder issued under su) may appeal the decision of the boardioesnot apply to certificates of election.

to circuit court for the county where thdiofal conducts business History: 1977 c. 4271985 a. 304

or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance of

the order Pendency of an appeal does siaty the déct of an 5.10 Presidential electors.  Although the names of the elec

orderunless the court so orders. torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to them,

3(99 Certification of documents. Whenever the boarid
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avote for the president and vice president named on the lzllot,000,andno village or town in which the total population is less
avote for the electors of the candidates for whom an electote  than1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,
is cast. Under ch&to 12, all references to the presidential elecbut anysuch city village or town may divide itself into wards if
tion, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for presidéme creation of wards facilitates the administration of elections.
or for president and vice president, mean véoeshem through No village or town located in a county having only one town is
their pledged presidential electors. requiredto be divided into wards under this section.

History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 5.10977 c. 261979 c. 89311 (b) 1. In any city in which the population is at least 150,000,
o o eachward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. (1) (&) jnhabitants.
Every city, village and town in this staghall by its common coun 2. In any city in which the population is at [e88{000 but less

cil or village or town board, respectivebe divided into wards as than150.000. each ward shall contain hesss than 800 nor more
providedin this section, excems authorized in sul§2). The hhan3 20’0 inhabitants.

boundariesof the wards established under this section, and the o . . L
numberassigned teach ward, are intended to be as permanent as 3: N any city village or town in which the population is at
possible,and to this end each wastiall when created contain 51€ast10,000 but less than 39,000, ea_ch ward shall contain not less
populationata convenient point within the applicable populatiof12n800 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants. o
rangeunder sub(2) (b), with due consideration for the known 4. In any city village or town in which the population is less
trendsof population increase or decrease within that part of t#ean 10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
municipality in which the ward i$ocated. Once established, théhan1,000 inhabitants.

boundarief eachward shall remain unchanged until a further (bm) Every city electing the members of its common council
decenniafederal census of population indicates that the pepulaom aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly er par
tion of a ward is then above or below the applicable populatitially contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre
rangeor until the ward boundaries are required to be changedation of aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
permitcreation of supervisory or aldermanic districts of substation.

tially equal population or to enhance the participation of members(c) |f the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepula
of a racialor language minority group in the political process angbn, for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such block
their ability toelect representatives of their choice. If the populana| be constituted a ward by itself, except thittéfpopulation

tion of a ward has increased above the maximum of its populatiging block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder
rangeor if the population of a ward muse decreased for a reasomnanicdistricts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute an
specifiedin this paragraph, the ward shall be divided into 2 @figermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic districts
morewards in compliance with su(2) (b). If the population of the city would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide the
award has decreased below the minimum of its population ranggck to permit assembly into wards that will enable creation of
or if the population of a ward must be increasecafogason speci g|dermanicdistricts that are substantially equal in population.
fied in this paragraph, the ward shall, if possible, be combined (cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalltizsed

with an adjoining ward, othe underpopulated ward and on : ; : w : "
adjoiningward shall be combineand together subdivided into ;Onthe best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidence

> X ; includes,but is not limited to, the population of the block and other

or more wards in comp_llanc_e with su@,). " informationreceived from the U.Sbureau of the census and such

(b) Except as authorized in syB) (a) within 60days after the gataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicle
receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written staleegistrationsor a special census conducted localypr each ward
ment,if any, from the countyboard of each county in which aggestablished, the population estimstall be correlated with the
municipality is located, thegoverning body of the municipality regyits of the most recent federal decennial census, so that the total
shalladjust its wards according to teehedule shown in sui). - popylationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees with
All territory contained within the municipalitand only the teri  {he census results.
tory so contained, on August 1 following the year of the federal (d) Every municipality shalinake a good faith fefit to accom

decennialcensusshall be contained within a ward. Except a . - L
authorizedin sub.(2), each wardshall consist of whole blocks. %Oiiﬁtﬁt?selirggtljvir%ae? ;lgb%tt(t;(;(g)yotpg;:cgg?tly c;rncczio:agltles n

To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each wﬁfjaide itself into wards in such a manrteat will permit the cre
shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the ¢ . AT p .
ation of county supervisory districts in accordance withgbpu

munity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other settle” .. X e

ments. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except forlat'on requirements for thelan specified in £9.10 (2) (ajr (3)

islandterritory as defined in sukR) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption . . . ) . .

of a division ordinance or resolution requires tiferagtive vote _ (€) Notwithstanding patb), if territory is detached from a city

of a majority of the members of the governing hody village or town after adoption of a decennial ward plan, and the
(c) The wards established by municipal governing bodi malnlng_portlon_of the ward to V\_/hlch it was a}tached falls below

underthis section oithe basis of the published results of each fed'€ Prescribed mlnlfm#m p°p|“|6.‘t'dm thebappllcable rgnge, tgeb

eraldecennial census of population shall govern the adjuswhen emI?mlngportlon of the population may be constitted a ward by

supervisorydistricts under £9.10 (2) (apnd(3) (b) and of alder ItSetr. . . o

manic districts under §2.08 (1)for the purpose of local elections (f) Notwithstanding par(b), any city village or town may

beginning on January 1 of the 2nd year commencing after the y&giablishe ward below the prescribed minimum population for the

of the census until revised under this section on the basis of @licable rangevhenever the proposed ward is established under

resultsof the next decennial censuspafpulation unless adjustedPar.(2), (d) or (e) or whenever the proposed ward contasioiely:

undersub.(2) (f) 4, (6) (a)or (7), or unless adjusted, asratter 1. That part of a city or village situated itaunty other than

of statewide concern, in the enactment of legislatlistricts the county in which the major part of the municipality is located.

underarticle 1V, section 3, of the constituticon the basis of the 2. That part of a cityvillage or town belonging to a school

mostrecent decennial census of population. district other than thechool district to which the major part of the
(d) Every ward shall bavholly contained within a single municipality belongs.
county. 3. lIsland territory containing eesident population. In this

(2) (a) Except as required by péd), no cityelecting its com subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded by
mon council at lage in which the total population is less thamwvater,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terri
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tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major which territory is attached or from which territory is detached,
partof the municipality to which it belongs. without regard to théime provisions of sul§l1) (b), may by ordi

4. New territory which becomes a part of a citiflage or nanceor resolution, adjust the wards in that town, but no ward line
town after the adoption of a decennial ward plan. adjustmenmay cross the boundary of an assembly distiitte

(g) If ablock is dected by an annexation or detachment whic]pWn clerk shall transmit copiesf the ordinance or resolution
establishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, thB'2kingthe adjustment in compliance with si) (b) .
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporate (8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established

only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries ¥yards.
the”' Ward plans HiSIOI’y: 1971 c. 304s.3105, 29 (2)’ 1977 c. 26418 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981
L. . . c.45ss.21010, 18; 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192, 442, 1983 a. 484s.8¢, 174, 1983
(4) (a) The division ordinance or resolution shall number adl 538 1985 a. 304581010, 12, 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315, 1993 a. 2131995

wardsin the municipality in whole numbers in consecutive qrdet 201 § , i 4 Citv of ook o7
beginningwith the number one, shall designate the polling pIag‘,@%‘é’)31”87003‘1';WN?,{,3"(gg;0g53‘1€('}§t. 'f\‘g)‘gs_sfgézf'tyo Janesvikeck County10

for each ward, and shall describe troeindaries of each ward eon _Courtproperly voided citys plan and adopted courgyplan, even though county
sistentwith the conventions set forth in4003 The ordinance did not adopt pian within 60 days of receiving census data. County of La Crosse v
or resolution shall be accompanied by a list of the block numb&f¥ of La Crosse, 108 W (2d) 560, 322 NW (2d) 531 (Ct. App. 1982).

usedby the U.S. bureau of the census that are wholly or partly c@1a  Enforcement of division requirement. If any

tainedwithin each ward, with any block numbers partly containggl  icinality fails to comply with s5.15, the countyin which the
within a ward identified, and a map of the municipality Wh'c%unicigalitzis located orpgny elector of the munitgipality may-sub
illustratesthe revised ward boundaries. ~mit to the circuit court for any county in which the municipality
(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinancg |ocated within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day period
or resolution under this sectiotiie municipal clerk shall transmit ynders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the munici
onecopy of the ordinance or resolution to the county clerk of eaghjity into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit
countyin which the municipality is contained, accompanied byourtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards
the list and map specified in pe). If the population othe fajls to comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted by
municipality exceed4.0,000,the municipal clerk shall furnish the petitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may
onecopy to the legislative reference bureau at the same Each promulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with.$5
copy shall identify the name of the municipality and the county @isa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain fef
countiesin which it is located. until superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing body in
(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meetcompliancewith s.5.15
ing and special town elections shall be held at the first ward.  History: 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12

(6) (a) Followingany municipality—wide special federal een
susof population, the governing body of thinicipality in which ; ik .
the spF()ecFi)aI census vgas heldgmzmy ordinancep ortyresolution, be held at the polling places provideuthis section. So far as
adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lagjustment may cross practlcable.,t.he places chosen shall b,e pubIIC.bUIIdlngS.
the boundary of an assembly district. The municipal clerk shal] (2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the

transmitcopies of the ordinance or resolution in compliance witffacesestablishedy the board of election commissioners. In all
sub.(4) (b). othercities and irvillages and towns, polling shall be at the places

(b) No later than 60 days before each September primary aer%abllshe(_by the governing body .
generaklection, and no later than 30 days before each other elec(3) Polling places shall be established for each Septeprber
tion the governing body of any municipality may by resolutioffary and general election kst 60 days before the election, and
combine2 or more wards for voting purposisfacilitate using for each other electlpn at least 30 days beforg the election.
acommon polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the(4) () Each polling place shall be accessible to elderly and
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilifedall official handicappedndividuals.
purposes. Except a®therwise authorized under this paragraph, (b) The executive directaf the board shall transmit a copy
every municipality having a population of 50,000 or more, oof each report concerning accessibility of pollpigces undet2
35,0000r more after June 1, 1996, shakintain separate returnsUSC 1973ee-1c) (1) to the chief clerk of each house of the legis
for each ward so combined. In municipalities having a populatitature for distribution to the appropriate standing committees
of less tharb0,000, or less than 35,000 after June 1, 1996, the gownders.13.172 (3)
erning body may provide in theesolution that returns shall be (c) The board may exempt a polling pldcem the require
maintainedonly for each group of combined wards at any-elegnentof par (a) in accordance with guidelines prescribed by rule
tion. In municipalities having a population as shown in the 199 the board.
federal decennial census of at les&,000 but not more than  (5) (a) Except as authorized in p#b), all electors within a

150,000 the governing body may provide in a resolution adopteghrd shall vote at the same polling place.
prior to June 1, 1996 that groups of mebre than 2 wards shall (b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of

usecommon ballot boxes and ballots or voting machines and t %unicipality in which an elderly or handicapped electsides

returnsshall be maintained only for each group of combin . ; B T

h . ay reassign the elector to a polling place within the municipality
wa(dsag agy elecgg)nﬁ?eld prior toleIJInebl, 1996. d\/\éh?lnevera 9%¥herthan the polling place servirtige electdis residence in order
erning body providetor common ballot boxes and ballots or-vot,, hermit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessible to
ing machines, separate returns shall be maintained for each sg| rly or handicapped individuals.

rate ballot required under s&.62 and 5.64 at the September . -
primary and gqeneral election. The municipal clerk shgll transmit (r::w)aTt]/gtgli\(t:tgrgir?f lr:oréa”man ?;Ceeward in the same municipal
acopy of the resolution to the county clerk of each county in WhigMHistory' 1975 275197? 427197:3J p89198.3 5321985 a. 304332 1987

the municipality is contained. In municipalities having a popula, 3011389 a 192 “ ¢ & &

tion of less than 50,000, or less than 35,000 after June 1, 1996, the

resolutionshall remain in ééct for each election until modified 5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On

or rescinded, or until a new division is made under this sectioelection days, every polling place shall properly display the
(7) If a new town is createat if part of a town is annexed to nationalflag during all hours the polls are open.

acity or village during a decennial period after the period for ward (2) VoTiNnGBoOTHs. Thereshall be one voting booth for every

adjustmentaunder sub(1) (b), the town board o&ny town to 200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The booths

5.25 Polling places. (1) All elections under ch&to12 shall

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/4.003
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15(4)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.62
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.64
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15(4)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%203
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/418
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/449
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4,%20s.%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4,%20s.%2010
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/4,%20s.%2018
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/314
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/442
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%208e
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%20174
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/538
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/538
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%208
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%2010
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/5
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/143
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/315
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/213
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/201
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1995/201
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%209
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%2011
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304,%20s.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/ch.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/ch.%2012
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/42%20USC%201973ee-1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/42%20USC%201973ee-1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/13.172(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.25(4)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/5.25(5)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/275
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/89
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/532
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/332
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192

7 Updated 97-98Wis. Stats. Database ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOT 5.40
FORM

shallhave a surface on which to write or work and béaeahtly  for persons or propositions upon whitttey are not entitled to
enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone lawfullyote and from voting more than once for the sanfie®br on the
assistingthe elector while marking or punching the electdial  sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lock
lot. sothey cannot be manipulated, tampength, or show the num

(3) BaLLOT BoxES. Where the voting procedure makes it-ned€r of votes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vot
essarythere shall be a separate ballot bmxeach form of ballot ing is in progress. The machines shall provide a method for elec
ateach polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key 8fsto vote a straight party ticket, shall permit voting a split ticket
each,and an opening no ger than is stitient to receive aingle = andshall record each vote cast.
ballot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit of (2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined
paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the satoaise a voting machine, underssl5 (6) (b) the machine shall
polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for Besconstructed to allow the electors to votedtbmominated can
electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are authtbdatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no
rizedin accordance with §.15 (6) (b) other.

(4) Lavout; orcaNizaTION. All voting booths and machines  (3) For presidential electors orgevice shall be provided to
shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, wittote for all of one partys electoral candidates at the same time.
their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the Thedevice shall be opposite or adjacent to the ballot containing
properelection dficials, observers, persons assisting voters unddre names of the parg/tandidates for president and vice presi
s.6.82 (2)and electors receiving, preparing or depositing theilent.
ballotsor casting their votes on the machines are permitted in the(4) Voting machines may besed at primary elections when
voting area. Except where assistance is authorized, onlgleee they comply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:
tor at a time is permitted in a voting booth or machine. All candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri

(5) AcTiviTiIEs RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situatedmary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can
soas to interfere with or distract electiorficifils from carrying didatesof more than one pagtwhenever the restricticapplies,
outtheir duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors shafidan elector who votes for candidates of any party may not vote
preventinterference with and distraction of electors at pollinfpr independent candidates at the September primary; the elector
places. may secretly select the party for which he or she wishes to vote,
state the municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shalMary; the elector may vote for as many candidates for edicke of
post the following materials, positioned so that they niey @ashe orshe is lawfully entitled to vote fdiut no more.

readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting (5) Polling places may have more than one voting machine.
in line to vote: History: 1971 c. 304.29 (1) (2);1977 c. 107427 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484
91a. 316

1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the ty,
B notice for the election as specified irl6.02 (3)and, for each
referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified ) 40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Except as
$.10.01 (2) (c) permittedin sub.(3) or as required in sub&) to (6), the govern

2. A copy of the election fraud laws provided iri8.13 (1) ing body or board of election commissionef®very municipal
and(3) (intro), (d), (), (), (k), (L), (0), (q), (1), (u), (v) and(x), ity with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of
togetherwith the applicable penalties provided irl2.60 (1) 7,5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machines

3. Two sample ballots prepared undeb£6 (2) or electronic voting systenia every ward in the municipality at

4. At each presidential election where an electronic votirfy€ry élection. Any other governing body or board of election
systemor voting machines are used, a notice advising electé@mmissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines or elec
who wish to vote for all the candidates of one recognized politidiPnic voting systemsor use in any ward in the municipality at
party that they must cast a separate ballot for tFieasf of presi ~any election.

State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269.

dentand vice president. (2) Only voting machines complying with 5.37 or electronic
5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by th&ting Systems approved unde5s91 may be used in an election
board. In this state.

(b) At each polling place in the state where an electronic votin% (3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to
systemis utilized at a partisan primary election incorporating Utllize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votraghines
ballot upon which electors may mark or punch votes for ean@ @n €lectronic voting system:

datesof more than one recognized political party or for candidates (&) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congres
of a recognized political party and independent candiddtes, sional district, legislative district, county supervisodystrict,
municipalclerk or board of election commissioners shall promgchooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sani
nently post a sign in the form prescribed by the board warnitigfy district contained within the municipality for so long as the
electorsin substance that on any ballot with votes cast for eandiumberof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 100.
datesof more thamone recognized political party or any ballot (b) Whenever the municipality grecluded under §.23 (2)
with votescast for candidates of a recognized political party arficbm clearing the recorders aam suficient number of voting
independentandidates, no votes cast for any candidates for partiachinego serve the electors at the election.

sanoffice will be counted unless a preference for a party or for the (¢) Whenever such action is authorized und&ck5 (6)
independentandidates is made. tife elector designates a prefer (d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election com

ence,only votes cast for candidates of that preference will Rgissjonerseassignsn elector to a polling place other than the

cngnteq.1975 65106 1677 c. 4271976 . 260311 355 1981 . 420 10gs  OMESETVING the electes residence under .25 (5) (b)
a_4éi?°1rgg5 a 3004 »199 ¢ 427 . 260311, 355 ¢ %5 (4) Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes

voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a voting
5.37 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines machineto receive the ballot of an_elector who receives assistance
shall give every elector a reasonable opportunity to votargr unders.6.82 (1) (aJor whose vote is challenged underg82to
personfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitie-94
to vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know how (5) A municipality which utilizes voting machines a polling
theelector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from votiptaceshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an elector
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who declares to the chief inspector that, due to phydisability, or rows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may
the elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a machinbe no smaller than 8 point.

(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a (2) Wherethe provisions require separdiallots, the names
municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic votingr questions shall be plac@dseparate columns or rows upon the
systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper ballotsichinesso they areoted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro
andvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may gratited for referenda under 5.64 (2) (c)
sucha request. History: 1979 c. 260311; 1981 c. 37%s.4, 5.

(6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elecg 54 notice to electors.

tronic voting system at a polling place may pernse of the Every ballot, except a ballot label

hi tem by elect o de6L50nl tho O voting machine ballot, shall bear substantially the following

ma% |n%3)r S)ésfr,m;g y S ectors voting un only asauthG  jnformationon the face: “MTiCETOELECTORS This ballot may be

rizedunder s6.15 (3) ( ) o _invalid unless initialed by 2 election inspectors. If cast as an
(7). Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases votingpsentedallot, the ballot must bear the initials of tmenicipal

ma_chlnesor an electror_nc voting system, or adopts an_d purchasgsrk or deputy clerk.”.

a different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem  pistory: 1977 c. 4271979 ¢. 260311; 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989

from the type it was previously using, timeunicipal clerk or a.192

executivedirector of the municipal board of electicommission 55 Ballot identification. On every ballot, except a ballot
ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director Cﬁ??elor voting machine ballot, shall be printed fofl . Bat
I

the county board of election commissioners and the executi . . >
directorofythe elections board in writing. ot” or “Official .... Ballot for ....” followed by the designation of

o i i _the polling place for which the ballot has been preparedjates
195"35;"%411%2{-,3%%ﬁi%%%13997131&353_13;5139@2; 1%75 ¢ 23531355 of the election, and the fafial endorsement and blank cerifi
cates. The number of the ward or wards or aldermanic district, if
any, and the name of the municipality may be omitted in printing

SUBCHAPTERII and stamped or written on the ballots at any location which is
clearlyvisible at the option of theounty clerk. Printed informa
BALLOT FORM tion and initials shall appear dhe back and outside of the ballot.

When a ballot card is employed with an electronic voting system,
. the date of the election may be printed or stamped on the back of
5.51 General provisions. (1) The type face used on allihe hallot card in such a manner that the card is not reusable, at the
paperballots shall be easy to read, and the typesiag be no  gption of the county clerk. Each ballshall be prepared in sub
Sm(az';eflfnan 8 point. 4 for bal el be 35 4 fstantially the following form:
epaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream for
sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If #edént size sheet is used, the OFFICIAL ... BALLOT

weightper reanshall be proportioned accordinghut shall meet (date of election)

this standard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used with ) FOR
electronicvoting systems. ... Ward (Wards) (if any)

(3) All paper ballots shall be of $isfent width and lengthto ... Aldermanic district (if any)
providespace for alinatter required to be printed on them. Except City (Village or Town) of ....
on ballots useavith electronic voting systems, all ballot columns ... ... (year)

shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width.

(4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electiditiafs
exceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers applidaly them shall Ballot issued by
not be counted.

(5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform
color. Different colors shall be used to distinguistice and ref
erendumballots and ditrent colors may be used to distinguish
separateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shéile
printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need

(Initials of inspectors)

not have the endorsement and certificate. Absent Electos Ballot issued by
(6) All candidates’ names for the samgcefshall be placed,
projectedor composed on the ballot in the same size, style and (Initials of municipal clerk or deputy clerk)

color of type. The style and siz# type shall conform substan
tially to the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under s.

7'03(1? (2) i . lecti Il ballots shall beaiok Certification of Elector Assistance
(7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall baio lcertify that this ballot was marked punched by me for an

form color and size, and the same type of paper shall be useoleflgctorwho is authorized under thaw to have assistance, upon

Il ballots. !
a ba ots request and as directed by the elector
History: 1979 c. 260311; 1981 c. 3771983 a. 484.174 1985 a. 3041987 a.
91

(Signature of assisting individual)
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. If more than one individ
ualis to be elected to the saméia# from the same jurisdiction
or di_strict, the ballot shall p_rovide at the top of the column or toHistory: 1985 &, 3041997 a. 250
theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than ... can
didates.”. 5.56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of
History: 1985 a. 304 candidategor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or
columnon a voting machine or whenever tiéicial or agency
5.53 Voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineéballots havingthe responsibilityo determine ballot positions determines
shallbe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen infidg¢the number of candidates for afia# requires the use of more
themachine, under §.64and may be arranged in either columnthanone column on a ballot, ttedficial or agency having such
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responsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated sor shall be determined by the courtgrk or by the executive
sucha manner thaall rows are positioned on top, or all columnglirectorof the county board of election commissioners in the-man
arepositioned to the left, in an equal number of wardslection nerspecified in s5.60 (1) (b) The ballot shall be titled “d@€ial
districts. If the number of wards and election districts in whicBallot for State Superintendent of Public Instructidndicial,
voting for an ofice is conducted is not equallijvisible, the posi County Executive and County Supervisor Primary”.

tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election dis (b) The candidates for thefinfes shall be designated on the

tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing ballot as follows: “For State Superintendent”, “Rhrstice of the
of lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determingetat SypremeCourt”, “For Court of Appeals Judge”, “For Circuit

se}metime that the positions of th_e candidateaimes are deter Judge Br. ....", and others as the situation requires.
minedfor each primary and election. (2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGECOMMISSION. There shall be
History: 1981 c. 37.5. aseparate ballot for members of the metropolitan sewerage com

. . . . ) missionif commissioners are elected unde66.23 (1) (am)
5.58 Spring primary ballots. At spring primary elections yith candidates for diérent seats listed in separate columns or
thefollowing ballots, when necessashall be provided foeach 4ysif more than one seat is contested at any election. Arange
ward. Only nonpartisan candidates nominatecoffice by nomi  entof the names on the ballot shall be determined by the board.

nationpapers shall have their names placed on #@afspring  The pallot shall be titled “Giicial Primary Ballot for Metropolitan
primary ballot under the properfafe designationbut the ballots - gewerageCommission”.

shallallow room for write-in candidates. (3) NAMES ON SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state
(1) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. There shall be gyperintendentior any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a
separatéallots for municipal and county primaries. metropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-com
(a) Forall cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be mission,in counties having a population of 500,000 or more only
arrangedby the municipal clerk, using the sammethod as that 2 candidates for member of the board of supervisors within each
usedby the board under §.60 (1) (b) district, in counties having a population of less than 500,000 only
(c) Towns and villages holding @imary under s8.05shall 2 candidates for eaaghember of the county board of supervisors
arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by tifgom each district or numbered seat or only 4 candidatesaftiy
boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as-ro2 members of the county board of supervisors from each district
vided in s5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible. whenever2 supervisors are elected to unnumbesets from the
(1c) MuniciPAL JupGe. There shall be a separate ballot fop@medistrict, in 1st class cities only 2 candidates for any aelar
municipaljudges if they are elected unde755.01(4). Arrange  Seat and only 2 candidates from any election district to be elected
mentof the names on the ballot shall be determined by the boef)ﬂjt.he board of school directors, in school districts electing school

The ballot shall be entitled “Gitial Primary Ballot for Municipal ©0ardmembers to numbered seats, or pursuant to an apportion
Judge” mentplan or district representation plan, only 2 school board can
' idatesfor each numbered seat or within each district, and twice

(1g) ScrooLDISTRICT. (a) There shall be a separate ballot fOgsmany candidates as are to be elected members of other school

schooldistrict oficers when so required. boardsor other elective diters receiving the highest number of
(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the SgRbsat the primary shall be nominees for thiicefat the spring

of the member elected at-g@r to the board of school directorsg|ection, Only their names shall apper the dficial spring bai

shallbe placed on the fagial city primary ballotand there shall |5

bea separate ballot giving the names of the candidates for any S&gtiory. 1971 c. 30456 108,29 (2) 1973 c. 134243 1973 c. 334,57 (2) 1973

to be filled on the board of school directors from any election dis 34q 1975 c. 931977 c. 187272, 445, 449, 1979 c. 32221, 260, 1981 c. 20377;

trict. All names of candidates for the atglaiseat shall be placed1983a. 4841983 a. 533.36; 1985 a295.3202 (56) 1985 a. 89225 1985 a. 304

in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot. 2?‘57@%}?&)5595282 3-012%98919%9; a>1993a. 2661995 2. 16.2, 1995 a.

(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shall
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive directa60 Spring election ballots. At spring elections théol-
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Idgwing ballots, when necessashall be provided for each ward.
not later than the 2nduesday in Januargr the next daif the first (1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY; COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be ongeparate ballot for
shallbe the same as provided irbs60 (1) (b) Suficient space state superintendent, judicial fifers, county executive and
shall be provided on the ballot for write—in candidates. countysupervisar Forcounty supervisothe ballot shall be pre

(1r) TowN SANITARY DISTRICT commissioN. There shall be a paredin accordance with s5.58 (2)and59.10 (3) Arrangement
separatdallot for members of the town sanitary district commigf the names of candidates for county execudive: county super
sionif commissioners are elected unde60.74and the bound Visor shall be determined by the county clerk or the executive
ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more towngirectorof the county board of election commissioners in the-man
Candidates for diérent seats shall be listed in separate columfgr prescribed in pagb).
or rows if more than one seat is contested in algction. (a) The names of candidates for #zne dice shall be placed
Arrangemenbf the names on the ballot shall be determined by tirethe same column. No party designation may appear onfihe of
town clerk of the town whose board of supervisors directslde cial ballot. Unlessio candidate is certified to appear on the ballot
tion, in the same manner as provided i6.60 (1) (b) The ballot for a state dice, a space shate provided on the ballot for electors
shall be titled “Oficial PrimaryBallot for Town Sanitary District to write in the name of a person for eackicef, regardless of
Commission”. whetherthere is a primary for thatfide.

(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY; (b) The board shall certify the candidates’ namestasinate
COUNTY EXECUTIVE; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS.(a) There shall be theofficial ballot arrangement for candidaties state superinten
one separate ballofor state superintendent, judicialfioérs, dent, justice, court of appeals judge, circuit judge, municipal
countyexecutive under £9.17andcounty supervisorin coun  judgeelected under §55.01 (4)and, ifcommissioners are elected
tieshaving a population of 500,000 or more, the ballot also shatiders.66.23 (1) (am) the metropolitan sewerage commission.
includethose dices under 8.11 (2)and(2m). The arrangement The arrangement of names of all candidates on the ballot whose
of names of candidates for state superintengestice, court of nominationpapers are filewith the board shall be determined by
appeals judge and circuit court judge shall be determined by theboard by the drawing of lots not later than the 2anedstay in
boardin the manner specified in5.60 (1) (b) Arrangement of Januarypr the next day if the firstuesday is a holidaywhenever
the names of candidates foounty executive and county supervi a primary isheld for an dfce, a 2nd drawing of all candidates for
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that ofice shall be heldy or under the supervision of the boardisedby the board under sufl) (b). A space shall be provided
not later than the 3rd day following the completion of the primamyndereach dfice on the ballot for a write—in candidate.
canvasdo determine the arrangemaesftcandidates on the elec  (b) Only the names of individuals nominated und&:@5may
tion ballot. beplaced on the tial ballot. If no nominations for an tite are

(c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtate elected, made,the space for that fide shall be left blank.
the official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shall (6m) TowN SANITARY DISTRICTCOMMISSION. A separate ballot
statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-cangiall list the names of all candidates for town sanitary district com
datesfor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall shavissionseats, if commissioners are elected undéd §4and the
the branch being filled. boundarief the district are not coterminous with the boundaries

(2) MunicipAL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4) of one or morgowns. The names for éifent seats shall be
thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-carfelacedin separate columns or rows if more than one seat is con
dates. tested at any election.

(3) City. There shall be a separate ballot giving the names of (7) REFERENDUMBALLOTS. There shalbe a separate ballot set
all candidates for city ites, printed in the same form pge  ting forth all propositions requiring a vote in the form and manner
scribedby the board under 8.08 (1) (a) City election ballots providedby s.5.64
may vary in form to conform to the law under which an election (8) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. There shall be a separate

is held. ballot for each recognized political party filing a certification
(&) No party designation shall appear on thieiaf ballot. unders.8.12 (1) |.|Stlng the names of all poltent.lal CaQQIdates of
(b) The city clerk or executive director of the city electiom  thatparty determined under&.12and afording, in addition, an

missionshall arrange the fifial city ballot under s5.62 (4) opportunityto the voter to nominate another potential candidate

4) So Th hall b te ballot f by write—in vote or tovote for an uninstructed delegation to the
(4) SchooLDISTRICT. (@) There shall beseparate ballot for 2 convention. The order of such presidential candidates shall
schooldistrict oficers when so required. _ be determined by lot by or under the supervision ofibard.

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the seg¢hvoter shall be given the ballots of all the partiesticipating

of the member elected at—dgr to the board of school directorsin the presidential preference vote, but may vote onhatiet
shallbe placed on the fodial city ballot and there shall be a sepagnly.

rate ballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to be3) an official ballot shall be printed and providéat use in

filled on the board of school directors framy election district. gachyoting district. The form of each ballot shall be substantially

Thenames of candidates for the-lage seat shall be placed in the, g5110ws:

samecolumn or row on the ballqt. 1. Form 1, to be used when there are several candidates:
(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shall OFFICIAL BALLOT

be determined by the school district clerk or the executive director

of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lots PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE

not later than the 2nduesday in Januargr the next daif the first ... Party

Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd  MARK THIS BALLOT IN ONE SPACE ONLY. You have one of 3

dayfollowing the completion of the primary canvass if a primarghoices—youmay either:

is held. The method of determining arrangement shall bestive  Expressyour preference for one of the persons whose names

aSpI’OVIded n S_Ub(:.L) (b) S_quCIent Space Sha” be pI’OVIded Onare printed on th|s ba”ot (|n that case, make a Cr&$ |(‘] the
(4m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separatdak Vote for an uninstructed delegation fromistonsin to the

lot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan seweraggionalconvention of the ... party (in that case, make a cdo3s (
commissionseats, if commissioners are elected und@&623 i, the square following “Uninstructed delegatibn”)' or

(11)(am). The nametor the diferent seats shall be placed in-sep Write in the name of another person to becometksidential

aratecolumns or rowsf more than one seat is contested at ANy, ndidateof the party (in that case, write that persargme

election. . into the space following “\ite—in candidate”).
(5) ViLLace. There shall be a separate ballot giving the names | = CARLSON . . . . .. )

of all candidates for village fies.
() The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thiiciafl bat~~ ~MOS DUNCAN . s ¢

lot in the order they are named in the statutes creating them.‘]A'_\’IES UNDERNOO_D """""""""""" (-)
Wherethere is more than one ward, candidates shall be arrange@ninstructed delegation . ...................... (-)
by using the same method as that used by the board undét)sub. Write—in candidate. .. .............................
(b). Suficient space shall be left under eacfioaf for write—in 2. Form 2, to be used when there is only one candidate:
candidates. OFFICIAL BALLOT

(b) Only persons nominated undeBd5 shall be placed on PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE

theofficial ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for this
office shall be left blank.

- MARK THIS BALLOT IN ONE SPACE ONLY. You have one of 3
(6) TowN. (a) There shall be a separate ballot giving t

namesof all candidates for elective towrfioks in the form pre r@]oices—younay either:
scribedby the board under .08 (1) (a) There shall be Ballot Expressyour preference for the person whose name is printed

: n this ballot (in that case, make a cr@é9 (n the square after that
forms. One ballot form shall be used for the election of super\aﬁa son'sname); or

sorsto numbered seats and one ballot form shall be used for . . . .
election ofsupervisors to unnumbered seats. On the ballot used¥0te for an uninstructed delegation fromiskbnsin to the
for the election of supervisors to unnumbered seats, all supervigjionalconvention of the .... paryn that case, make a cross)(
candidateshall be listed together and the voting instructions shli the square marked “Uninstructed delegation” following that
state“Vote for not more than.... [insert number of supervisors f£'Son'sname); or o

be elected] candidates”. All towns shall elect their supervigors ~ Write in the name of another person to becomeptisidential
unnumberedseats unlesthe annual town meeting adopts a plagandidateof the .... party (in that case, write that persordme

to elect supervisors to numbered seats. The names of candidi&i@she space following “ite—in candidate”).

for town ofice shall be arranged by using the samahod asthat JOHNDOE............. ... .. . .. . .. (.)

.... Party
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Uninstructed delegation . .. ....................\ (.) receivethe same ballot status upon petitioritaf chairperson and
Write=in candidate. . . . . .. oo oo secretaryof the oganization to the board requesting such status

3. Form 3, to be used when there are no candidates who h! J . " -
qualified to appear on the ballot: ameof an existing partyA petitionunder this paragraph may be

filed no later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general elec
OFFICIAL BALLOT tion. This paragraph applies to a party only if at least one €andi
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE dateof the party for state dice qualifies to have his or her name
.... Party appeaon the ballot under the narokthe party at the last guberna
MARK THIS BALLOT IN ONE SPACEONLY. Thereare no candidates torial election.
of the .... partywho have qualified to have their names appear on (2) Any political oiganization may be represented on a sepa
the printed ballot. ¥u have 2 choices—you may either: rateprimary ballot or one or more separate columns or rows on the
Expressyour preference for an uninstructed delegafiom primary ballot asprescribed in sul{l) (a)and a separate column
Wisconsinto the national convention of the ... party (in that casen the general election ballot in every ward and election district

makea cross X ) in the square following “Uninstructed delegalif, not laterthan 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of a September pri
tion”); or mary, it files with the board a petition so requestirigp qualify

Write in the name of a person to become the presidential-ca (gf a separate ballot, the petition shall be signettigast 10,000

dateof the .... party (in thatase, write that persanhame into the ©l€ctors,including at least 1,000 electors residingeach of at
spacefollowing “Write—in candidate”). least3 separate congressional districts. pagtion shall conform

Uninstructed delegation () to the requirements of 8.40  No signature obtained before Janu
o SUEIEEEIE ) ary 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a politi
Write=in candidate. . . ............. ... cal omganization filing a valighetition fulfill the requirements pre
(c) The official ballots for the presidential preference votecribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one or
shall be securely fastened together at the bottom. The patigreseparate columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending
receivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the precedth the following general election.
ing election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining(g) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot
party ballots shall follow in the same mannék facsimile ballot - arrangementor statewide dices and district attorney within each
noticeshall be published as provided in8.02 prosecutoriatlistrict by using the same procedameprovided in
History: 1971 c. 304s.9t011, 29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 33%. g.560 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or row
2154 1083 5 59855, 1005 4. 25390 (26 1088 206 355 1085 & S04ssp.  onthe ballotthe candidates for fife shall be listed together with
155, 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192290, 1993 a. 2661995 a. 165.2; 1995 a. 201 the offices which they seek in the following order whenahesse
Nationaldemocratic party has protected right of political associaimhmay not offices appear on the September primary ballot: goveﬂimr—
Bi‘;?ggfaet'i'g%;?tiie}tlj"es'?%ffoﬁgﬁe&g‘ VR A violation ofpale.  tenantgovernor attorney general, secretary of state, state trea
surer,U.S. senatQiJ.S. representative in congress, state senator

5.62 September primary ballots. (1) (a) AtSeptember representativeo the assemblydistrict attorney and the county
primaries,the following ballot shall be provided for the nomina®ffices. Below the names of the independent candidates shall
tion of candidates of recognizeulitical parties for national, state @Ppearthe party or principle of the candidates, if aimys words
andcounty ofices and independent candidates for stdieeoin O l€ss, as shown on their nomination papers.

eachward, in the same form as prescribed by the board under s(4) Thecounty clerk or county boaxf election commission
7.08(1) (a) The ballots shall be made up of the several party tigkrsshall designate thefadial primary ballot arrangement for all
etswith each party entitled to participate in the primary under pgandidatediling nomination papers in thatfade.

(b) or sub(2) having its own ballot. The independent candidates (a) Within a county the county clerk shall arrange the names
for state dfice other than districattorney shall have a separat®f all candidates filing nomination papers with the cleifice
ballot for all such candidates as undeb.$4 (1) (e) The ballots usingthe same method as that used by the board unsl&0s(1)
shall be secured together at the bottom. The party ballot of t{i).

partyreceiving the most votes for president or governor at the last(h) The county board of election commissioners in counties
generalelection shall be on top with the othparties arranged in hayinga population of more than 500,000 shall preparefiie
descending order based on their vote for president or governcgiaf primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the names
the last general election. Thllots of parties qualifying under of a|| candidates foeach dice whose nomination papers are filed
sub.(2) shall be placed after the parties qualifying under(par  at the county level, using the same method as that usbe éigc

in the same order in which the parties filed petitions with th@ynsboard under $.60 (1) (b)

board. The ballot listing the independent candidates shall (5) At the September primargn elector may vote for the ean
placedat the bottom. At polling places where voting machaies iqatesof only one partyor the elector may vote for any tfe
used,gach party and the mdepenldent candldatehs Sbh‘fmeA independentandidates for statefife listed; but the elector may
sente n Ione or mhore seplarate colunusows on the bal Oé' rt] not vote for more than one candidate for a singlie@fA space
polling places wheren electronic voting system is used othely, 4| pe provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name

thar:jag ?Iectronkl)c voting matcrgr_\e, eacrllar?;rty and the |ndeptﬁn is or her choice as a party candidate for afiyegtbut no space
galrll ; atesnay be represented In SEpARIRIMNS O FOWS 0N e gh)|he provided to write in the names of independent candidates.
aflot. ) N ) o History: 1971 c. 304s.12,29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334,57, 1975¢. 931977
(b) Every recognized political party listed on thioidl ballot  c. 107,427, 1979 c. 260811,328 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985a. 3041987 a. 391
atthe last gUbematorial election whose Candimany state 198igl)iﬁ§ijf' igpzrolp?e?lr);itiln(skl)?/?r?eare%qi?site number of electors in a senate, assembly
wide offlce rece_NEd at least one perce_nt of the total votes _CaSt édiongressional district will qualify the politicalgamization referred to in said peti
thatoffice and, if the last general election was also a presidentiah as a party entitled ta separate ballot within the specific district only for all the
election every recognized political party listed on the ballot at thgite.congressional, legistative and countfias for which an elector of such dis
. . : . rict may vote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Noveerber
electionwhose candidate for pre$|dent receivetbast one per . eralelection and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeeding Sep
centof the total vote cast for thatfiafe shall have a separate{ri temberprimary A petition filed February1972, signed by thelectors of an
mary ballot or one or more separate columns or rows oprihe assemblydistrict, would not qualify filing political @anization for a separate ballot
- atthe presidential preference primary to be held at the April, 1972, spring election.
mary ballot as prescribeith par (a) and a separate column on thes; Aty Gen. 41.
generalelection ballot in every ward and election district. An
organizatiorwhich was listed as “independent” at the last general64 General election ballots. At general elections the fol

electionand whose candidateeets the same qualification shallowing ballots, when necessashall be provided for each ward.

(d specifying their party name, which may not duplictite
n
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(1) OrFiciAL BALLOT. There shall be a separate ballot giving (g) Following under the independenaindidates for each
the names of all candidates for statewide, congressional, legisiffice, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the name
tive and county dices in the same form as prescribed by the boaodl a candidate of his or her choice for thdioef

unders.7.08 (1) (&) (2) ReFERENDUM BALLOT. There shall be a separatallot

(a) The ballot shalbe labeled “Cfficial Ballot” in lettering at whenany proposed constitutional amendment or any other mea
leastthree—eighths inch high. Directly undernemtiplain, leg  sureor question is submitted to a vote of the people. The ballot
ible type, shall be the following voting instructions: “If you desireshallgive a concise statement of each question in accordatice
to vote a straighparty ticket for all statewide, congressional; legthe act or resolution directingubmission in the same form as-pre
islative and county dfces, makea cross X ) in the circle under scribedby the board undes.7.08 (1) (a) The question may not
the party designation at thtep of the party column. If you desirebe worded in such a manner as to require a negative vote to
to vote for individual candidates, make a cro¢$ {n the square approvea proposition or an fifmative vote to disapprove a prop
atthe RIGHT of the name of each candidate for whom you desrgition. Unless otherwise expressly provided, this ballot form
to vote. D vote for a person whose name does not appear onshall be usedat all elections when guestions are submitted to a
ballot, write the name itthe blank space provided for the purposerote of the people.
Whenvoting for governor and lieutenant governgu may vote  (a) The ballot shall be titled “®¢ial Referendum Ballot” in
only for the candidates on one ticket jointly or write in the name@sttering at least three—eighths of an inch high. Directhder
of personsn both spaces.”. Under the party designation at the tapathin plain, legible type shall be the following votiitstruc
of each party column shall appear the following words in boldfagens: “If you desire to vote on any question, make a cri¥ssiif
type: “Make a crossX) in this circleto vote a straight party the square beneath the question after “yes” if in favor of the-ques
ticket.”. tion, or make a cros() in the square afténo” if opposed to the

(b) Below the voting instructions the ballot shall be divideduestion.”.
into vertical columns. The namestbe candidates on the regular  (b) Under voting instructions shall be the concise statement of
partytickets nominated ahe primary or replacements appointedhe question submitted. Directly under each question shall appear
unders.8.35 (2)shall be printed each in a separate column undgke words “yes” and “no” with a square to the right of eard.
theparty designation. The columns shall be arranged from left to¢) The oficial referendumballot prescribed under this sub
right according to rank, based on the number of votes receiveddayion shall be utilizedt every election, except that the format
the party’s candidate fopresident or governor at the last generalh|| pe altered to thextent provided or required by other laws
electionbeginning with the party that received the most votes. Esiaplishingr authorizing referenda to be conducted. Al refer
the right of the columns for parties qualifying undés.62 (1) (b) - engashall appear on separate ballot, but more than one referen
shallbe placed the columns for parties qualifying ursde62 (2)  gym guestion mayppear on the same referendum ballot when
in the same order in which the parties filed petitions with therthe questions are numbered and all electors voting the ballot
board. To the right of the party columns shall be a column for thge entitledto vote upon all questions appearing thereon. When
namesof independent candidates for eadiitef ormore than oneé morethan one state referendum is placed on the same ballot, the
column if the first column does not providefaiént space for the poardshall number the questions in chronological sequence. If
namesof all such candidates. the legislature submits questions orfeliént dates, the board shall

(c) The party designation shall be printed at the top of each aelimberthe questions sequentially based on the date on which the
umnand under it shall appear a cireleleast three—eighths of anquestionsaresubmitted by the legislature. State and county-refer
inchin diameter for electors wishing to vote a straight piicket.  endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipapecial
Within each column only candidates nominated by the party deistrict referenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sub
ignatedat the head of the column shall appear stantially the same as that prescribed by the board uridess1)

(d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with governor ar(@).
lieutenantgovernoy whenever thesefafes are filled, and then the  (3) PresiDENTIAL BALLOTS. There shall be a separdtellot
remainingoffices in the order designated undeb.$2 (3) whenthe president and vice president of the United States are to

(e) Within eachcolumn, each space shall state tHizefto be be elected containing the names of all candidates for fiwesf
votedfor directly above the candidasdfirst and last name. Thein the same form gsrescribed by the board unde7<8 (1) (a)
candidate’sname shall be placed in the party column by which (a) The ballot shall be titled “@tial Presidential Ballot” in
nominatedor if independent, in a column designated independdetteringat least three—eighths inch high. Directly underneath in
andall candidates for the samdicé shall appear within the sameplain, legible type shall be the following voting instructions:
rows on the ballot. Below the namestbk independent canrdi “Make a crossX ) in the square opposite the names of the eandi
datesshall appear the party or principle of the candidates, if amjatesfor whose electors you desire to vote or write in the names
in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination papers. Indepsicandidates for president and vice president in the gpace
dentcandidates for the same countyics shall be listed in the videdfor the purpose. dfe in ONE square only The names of
samemanner in arder drawn by lot by or under supervision ofhe candidates for the fiées of president and vice president eerti
the county clerk or board of election commissioners. The boafidd under s8.16 (7)or filed under s8.20shall appeaon the bal
shall conduct a redrawing for purposes of determining thet in the form prescribed in .08 (2) (a) The names of the pres
arrangementof independent candidates for statdicef who identialelectors for the candidates supplied undeB.48 (2)and
appearean the primary ballot in the manner provided.5.60 8.20(2) (d)are not listed on the ballot but a vote for the candidates
(1) (b). To the right of each candidasehame, in each column, for president and vice president &svote for them through their
shallbe a square for the elector to make his or her cd%s ( namedpresidential electors.

(f) In the casef balloting for the dice of governor and lieu (b) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively from
tenantgovernor the names of the candidastwll be placed in the top to bottom based on the number of votes received by their
party column by which nominated or if independent, in a columparty’s candidate for governor at the last election beginmiitly
designatedndependent. dthe right of the names of the set ofhe party that received the most votes. The independent presi
candidatedor governor and lieutenant governor eachcolumn  dent-vicepresident candidates shall be listed together wrder
shallbe one square for the elector to cast a bpllotly for both  drawnby lot by or under supervision of the board, followimgler
offices. the partycandidates. Below the names of the independent-candi
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datesshall appear the party or principle of the candidates, if amy school, technical college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot,
in 5 words oiless, as shown on their nomination papers. Fellowhe cost of that portion of the ballot shall beimbursed to the
ing under the independent candidates, a space shall be left for vedgunty or paid for by the municipality or district, except as-pro
ing in the names of a candidate for president and vice presiderntledin a 1st class city school district under s{#).

39Hisité)é>é: l%&1 1093245-23?0%21)9189777 cé 56{@5 1973? cl-926%%€il 0-371%175 377, (4) Thecost of compensation of electiorficfls and trainees
11983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31192, 1991 & shallbe borne in the manner provided ir7 93

5.65 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pro _, (5) If @chage is made for the use of a polling place,ahage
vided, ballots for special referenda shall conform to the formgh@!l e paid by the unit of government establishing the polling
prescribedn s.5.64 (2) insofar as applicable. placeunder s5.25 (2)or 120.06 (9) (a)
History: 1983 a. 484 (6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit an
invoice to the clerk of each municipality datistrict which is
5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec responsibleor payment of election costs under this section. The
essary,municipal clerks shall have digient ballots printecor ~Mmunicipality or district shall make payment to the county or
otherwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utilifeunicipaltreasurer
printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or voting History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 399
machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certifg ) )
to their county clerk, on the first daf the 2nd month preceding .72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after
the month in which the primary is held, the approximate numbggllotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk
of electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total theseif the municipality is preparing ballots undei7sl5 (2) but not
estimatesand order a sfitient supply to assure ballots fafl laterthan 3 weeks before any election relating state or national
electorsand voting machines. office or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gheek
(2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissiorehall  Parng .the ballots s_hall submit one copy of each ballot to the board
print asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal cle:jéor review of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the bal
or board of election commissioners shall print sample balldfdS SuPPlies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clerk
wheneverthe municipality prepares ballamder s7.15 (2) (b) S allsubmitone copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If a
or(c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored papféfting machine ballot or other ballot combining local candidates
andshall be overprinted “SAMPLE”. afing machine sample bal O" referenda with state or national candidates or referenda is used,
lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the boardhy entire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots |ntended for dis
iiputionto electors are used, only those ballots relating to state or
nationaloffices and statewide referenda neediblemitted. This
ple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systemvtiich subsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing
ballot labelsand ballot cards are used shall be an actual size c&hpPsentee ballots. _ _ _
of the ballot label and ballot card. The clerk or board of election (2) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted
commissionersprinting the ballots shall distribute tlemmples undersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of
approximatelyas follows: 45%shall be kept in the clek’or anyerror as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after
board'soffice and distributed to electors requesting thdsfs submission.The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error upon
shallbe sent to the municipalities, @rthe municipality printdoal ~ receiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under £Gb.
lots, 45%shall be sent to the county for distribution to the elector@f s.5.06 (6)
and 10% shall be reserved to be sent to the polling places by(3) Whenevermnaffidavit is filed by the board or any elector
municipalitiesin proportion to the numbeertified in sub(1) and allegingan error or omission in the preparation afdlot, the cir
madeavailable to electors at the polls on election day cuit court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be used
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 391 or its presiding judge, by ordenay summarily require a county
or municipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should
5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot not be corrected and, by ordafterthe hearing, have the correc
boxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic votintipn made.
systemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by theiistory: 1979 c. 2601979 c. 315.19; 1979 c. 35%s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72;
municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinesgstems 1981c. 3771983 a. 484
areused.
(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for bal
lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary in-prepar
ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county or
municipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners is ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared fas@hool,
technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shal76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of
pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government isystems. The governing body or board of election commission
involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis  ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiadopt,
tI'I_Ct elect_lon, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots_-, Suexperimentwith’ or discontinue any electronic voting system
plies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices iithorizedby this subchapter and approved undé&:®l for use
othermaterials are used for elections within more than one unitiafthis state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipment for
local government, thecosts shall be proportionately dividedsychsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within its juris
betweenthe units of local government involved in the electioryiction, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting
In a 1st class cifyall costs otherwise attributable to a schdi®l  machines, or imombination with paper ballots where such ballots
trict shall be paid by the city areauthorized to be used.
(3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting Sys History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304
temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on the
sameballot card, theballots for all national, state and county5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the
offices and for county and state referenda shallprepared and procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applieben an elec
paid for by the county wherein they are used. If the votingonic voting system employing the use fdllots distributed to
machineor electronic votingystem ballot includes a municipalelectorsis used.

voting instructions as they wiippear on the fifial ballot. Sarm
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(2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for votingnd,if the ballot card is to be punched, shall be mounted on-a suit
with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vable material.
ing system employinghe use of electronic voting machines is (4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the names
used. of candidates of more than one party or the names of party candi
History: 1979 c. 31. datesand independent candidatiéshall provide a space for elec

torsto designate a party preference or a preference for the inde
5.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronicpendentcandidates. Failure to designate a preference does not
voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electdrs/alidateany votes cast by an elegtexcept as provided in s.
is used, the municipality shall supply af@iént number of voting 7.50(1) (d).
boothsfor the use of electors as provided 585 (2) History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304

History: 1979 c. 31.

5.82 Write—in ballots. If the ballot card employed bg
5.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheran municipality does not provide a space for write—in votts
electronicvoting system employing the use of ballot cards or bahunicipality shall provide a separate write—in ballot, whinhy
lot labels and voting devices is used, the electidicials shall be in the form ofipaper ballot, to permit electors to write in the
offer each elector instruction in the operatiortaf voting device namesof persons whoseames are not on the ballot whenever
andballot label or ballotard before the elector enters the votingrite—in votes are authorized.
booth. No instructions may be given after the elelstmentered  History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 391
the voting booth, except as authorized unde6.82 (2) All _ ) ) )
instructionsshall be given by electioofficials in such a manner 5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari -

that they may be observed by other persons in the polling plagen of ballots.  Where voting devices are used at a polling place,
History: 1979 c. 31. the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put in

order,set, adjusted and made ready for voting when delivered

5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan thepolling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectors
electronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, thghallcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sam
municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing eled!€ ballots furnished and see that the names, numberietiecs
torsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic votifigereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprsvided by the
systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious gued0ard.
tionsfor placement in any public building within the municipality History: 1979 c. 31.
in which the election occurs. $fich placement of a demonstrato
takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before§1
election. a

History: 1979 c. 31.

4 Testing of equipment; custody of programs and
ots. (1) Where any municipality employm electronic vet
ing system which utilizes automatic tabulating equipmeitier
atthe polling place or at a central counting location, the municipal
clerk shall, onany day not more than 10 days prior to the election
day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment
éested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all
icesand on all measures. Public notice of the time and place
the tesshall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours prior to the
stby publication of a class 1 notice under@85in one omore
wspaperpublished within the municipality if a newspaper is
blishedtherein,otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation
rein. The test shall be open to the public. The test shall be con
tﬁ#ﬁ:tedby processing a preaudited graafiballots so punched or
rkedas to record a predetermined number of valid vies

5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal -
lots. (1) Whenever the statutes require the use of sepzadites
or columns or rows for @ites, parties or referenda, and an €ele
tronic voting system employing a ballot label or ballot card is usr%ﬁf
ata polling place, a single ballot may be used for éited, refer
endaand parties. The ballot information, whether placed on t
ballot or on the voting device, shall, as far as practicable,
groupedand ordered in the same manner as provided for other
lots under this chapteexcept that the information on thallot
cardneed not be in separate columns or rows and the informa

in the ballot label booklet may appear on a number of pages. .., -,-andidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for
(2) Whenan electronic voting system utilizes a ballot labelachoffice one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the
bookletand ballot cardpallots fo‘r candujates and t?a.llots. on refefryyumberallowed by law and, for a partisan primary election, one
enda may be placed on the voting device by providing in the ballptmore ballots which have votes cast for candidates of thare
bookletseparate ballot label pages or series of pages distinguishgel recognized political partyn order to test the ability of the
by differing colors. Whenever practicable, all candidates for thgtomatictabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error
sameoffice shall appear in the booklet on the same page or faciggjetected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and cor
pages.More than one question may be placed on the same ballitthe error The clerkshall make an errorless count before the
pageor series of pages. In elections where provision is made fgltomatictabulating equipment is approvbsl the clerk for use
straightparty voting bymarking a party circle, the designation ofp the election.
the political parties for straight party voting shall be cseparate (2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or

pageondyvhich ”Of nhames é).fdcangiditles mﬁy apﬁ@b“ Ileath atthe central counting location, the electioficidls shall witness
succeedingage of the candidate booklet, where the ballotinfop iaqt of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
mationis listed verticallythe party dfliation of each candidate i, 'echanism and securing a printegult showing a zero count
or the designation “independent” or the candidaséatement of ¢, eyery candidate and referendum. After the completion of the

principles,if any, shall appear immediately to the left of the candpgnt the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retained
date’sname, and the name of candidates forstiree dice shall nqerthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location.

belisted vertically under the title of thatfife. History: 1979 c. 31.

(3) If amunicipality utilizes an electronic voting system in
which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdrgke 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal -
lots may consisbf ballots utilized with the system or paper ballotfots. (1) At any pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys
andenvelopes voted in person in théiad of the municipatlerk temis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,
or votedby mail. If a ballot card is used for voting by mail it shallallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paper
be accompanied by a punching tool marking device, elector ballotsare utilized af polling place in combination with ballots
instructionsand a sample ballot showing theper positions to employedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shall
vote on the ballot card for each parsandidate or referendum be deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to the
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types of ballots usedror the purpose of transporting the ballotthe ballots. The dficials shall place “Damaged Ballot” ballots and
or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provideheir envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope.

asecure container for each polling pladkt each polling place,  (4) The original ballots shall be preserved witle duplicate

the applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiatingallotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. The
the canvass under $.51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, except officials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-elec
thatno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballgé$s votingin person, number of absentee ballots deposited in the
usedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized hy |&4liot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward served
may be performedit a polling place if a central counting locatiorpy the polling place who voted at the election, which shall be
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by t§gnedby all the inspectors.

municipality. (5) If the municipality has designated a central counting loca
(2) Theelection dficials shall examine the ballots cgcord tion to be used to count ballots unde7 &1 (1) the inspectors

of votes cast for write—in votes and shall count and tabulate #€all count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifiéye

write—invotes. When an electronic voting system is used whigfspectorsshall then place the slip made out under &ifin the

utilizes a ballot which iglistributed to electors, before separatingontainer. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording

the remaining ballot cards from their respective covering €nvghe write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and all

lopes,the election dicials shall examine the ballots for write-inotherballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting

votes. When an elector has cast a write—in vote, the electfen okystemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the container

cialsshall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballghdshall thereupon immediately seal the container withdire

to determine whether the write—in vote results in an overvote fige seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in such

anyoffice. In case of anvervote for any dice, the election &  mannerthat the seal completely covers the opening inctire

cials shallmake a true duplicate ballot of all votes on the ball@siner,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The “Defec

cardexcept for the dice which is overvoted, by using the ballottive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each shall

labelbooklet and voting device for the ward, if aagid one of the be securely sealed and the ftaend thereof of each signed by the

punching or marking devices so as to transfer all votes of the eli@gpectorsand returned to the central countiogation with the

tor except for the dice overvoted, to an ti€ial ballot of that kind  box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. There

usedin the ward at that election. Unless electioficiafis are upon,the municipatlerk or 2 of the election fiials shall forth

selectedunder s7.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party fifation, the  with and by the most direct route transport the container and enve

electionofficials shall consist in each case of at least one electigpesto the central counting location designated byntiuaicipal

official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenenficials  clerk. Unless election €itials are selected unders30 (4) (c)

of both parties arpresent. \\ite—in votes shall be counted as-prowithout regard to party &fiation, the election dfcials shall con

videdin s.7.50 (2) (d) The original ballot upon which thereas sistin each case of at least one electidiciall of eachof the 2

overvoteshall be clearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and ba  major political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres

lot so produced “Duplicate Overvoted Ballot”, and each shall besit.

the same serial number which shall be placed thereon tBléle  History: 1979 c. 31; 1989 a. 1921997 a. 127

tion officials, commencing with number “1” and continuing eon

secutivelyfor each of the ballots dhat kind in that ward. The 5.86 Proceedings at central counting location. (1) All

election officials shall initial the“Duplicate Overvoted Ballot” proceedingsat the central counting location shall be under the

ballotsand shall place them in the container for retfrthe bal  directionof the municipal clerk unless the central countzs

lots. The “Overvoted Ballot” ballotand their envelopes shall betion is at the county seat anlde municipal clerk delegates the

placed in the “Original Ballots” envelope. Ballots bearingresponsibilityto supervise the location to the coualgrk. Unless

write—in votes marked in the place designatfeetefor and bear electionofficials are selected under30 (4) (c)without regard

ing the initials of an electionfficial and not resulting in an over to party afiliation, the employes at the central counting location,

vote and otherwise complying with thedection laws as to mark otherthan any specially trained technicians vate required for

ing shall be counted, tallied, and their votes recomiea tally the operationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be

sheet provided by the municipal clerkBallot cards and ballot equallydivided between members of the 2 major political parties

cardenvelopes shall be separated alhdhallots except any which unders.7.30 (2) (ajand all duties performed ltlre employes shalll

aredefective or overvoted shall be placed separatelije con  be by teams consisting of an equal number of members of each

tainer for return of the ballots, along with the ballatsarked political party whenever sfi€ient persons from each paréye

“Duplicate Overvoted Ballots”. available.

(3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter  (2) At the central counting location, a team of electidi+ of
mineif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be countefhls designated by thelerk having chaye of the location under
by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damagedb.(1) shall check the container returned containing the ballots
or defective so that itannot be properly counted by the automati® determine that all seals are intact, and thereupon shall open the
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit containercheck the inspectors’ slip and comptire number of
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all vobesthat ballot ballots so delivered against the total number of electors of each
by using the ballot label booklet and voting device forwlaed, wardserved by the polling place who voted, remtheeballots or
if any and one of the punching or marking devices so as to transéordof the votes cast and deliver them to the technicipesat
all votes of the elector to anfigfal ballot of that kind used in the ing the automatic tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies
ward in that election. Unless electiofiicgals are selected under betweenthe number of ballots and total number of electors shall
s.7.30 (4) (c)without regard to party filfation, the electioroffi-  be noted on a sheet furnished for that purpose and signed by the
cialsshall consist in each case of at least one electfaiabof electionofficials.
eachof the 2 major political parties, whenevefigéls of both History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 127
partiesare present. The original ballot shall be clearly labeled
“DamagedBallot” and the ballot so produced “Duplicate Dam5.87 Tabulating votes. If a central counting location it
agedBallot”, and each shall bear the same number which shalldtdized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the automatic
placedthereorby the election ditials, commencing with number tabulatingequipment shall be under the direction of the chief
“1” and continuing consecutively ftire ballots of that kind in the inspectorand shall conform to the requirements of dliéomatic
ward. The election dicials shall initialthe “Duplicate Damaged tabulatingequipment. If any ballot is not accepted by the -auto
Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container for ratfirn matic tabulating equipment, the electiorfiafls shall make a
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duplicateballot to replace that ballin the manner prescribed inwhich votes are cast in the primary of more than one recognized
s.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any centrnablitical party exceptwhere a party or independent candidate des
countinglocation shall be open to the public, but no person, excégationis made or where an elector casts write—in votes for-candi
thoseemployed and authorized for the purpasey touch any datesof more than one party on a ballot that is distributed to the
ballot, containerenvelope, return or equipment. elector.

History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a. 484 (7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons

andoffices for whom and for which the elector is lawfully entitled

5.89 Official return. The return produced by the automatico vote; to vote for as many persons for dicefas the elector is
tabulatingequipment shall be appendedte tally sheet by the entitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon which
canvassersThe return constitutes a part of thiéicial return for the elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded on
the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check traeballot for an dice or a measure if the number of choices exceeds
totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tieem obvious the numberwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on sucticef
discrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any warar on such measure, except where an elector casts excess write—in
or election district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward wotesupon a ballot that is distributed to the elector
electiondistrict publicly retabulated to correttte return. Upon  (8) It permits an electpat a presidential or gubernatorial elec

completionof the count, the return is open to the public. tion, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party forpresi
History: 1979 c. 31. dentand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governor
respectively.

5.90 Recounts. Except as otherwise provided in this sub (g) |t prevents an elector from voting ftite same person

chapteryecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shalhrethan once for the samefiok, except where an elector casts
beconducted in the manner prescribed i8.61. If the ballots are  excesanritein votes upon a ballot thist distributed to the elec

in readable form, the board of canvassers may elect to recountghe

ballotswithout the aid of automatic tab_ulating e_quipme_nt. If the (10) It is suitably designed fahe purpose used, of durable
boardof canvassers elects to uagomatic tabulating equipment, gty ctionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu

the btc:arl;:i of celinva_\ss?rsthshall testtthe aumg“ggq;bu'eg?h@ rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots.
rmentto be USed prior 1o the recount as providednas, and then (11) It records correctlyand counts accurately every vote
the official ballots or the record of the votes cast shall be recoun perlycast and maintains a cumulative tallytioé total votes

on theautomatic tabulating equipment. In addition, the board tthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuation

fﬁ;i\r’] i?tisaslgrestzggtﬁgregli(st?ne Biesdrl1(i)rt13 fr?wgrrlli %rﬁslfgizggnib;?ge Y'malfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the time
9 g : hatthe problem occurs is preserved.

lots marked "Rejected", "Defective” and "Objected to” deter (12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemerit

mine the propriety of such labels, and shall compare the “Dupli .
cateOver\[/)otgd BZ\IIots“ and “Duﬁlicate Damageg Ballotgth pelectorsas the result of failure to understand the method of epera
'f?n or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, auto

their respective originals to determine the correctness of the duﬁn : - : h :
cates. atic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.

History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 391 (13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse
connectionwith the systenincludes a mechanism which makes

5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and theoperator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning in
equipment.  No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating Sucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of ttiées could be
equipmentor related equipmergnd materials to be used in arPPtained.
electronicvoting system may be utilized in this state unless it isHistory: 1979 c. 31,1983 a. 4841985 a. 304
approvedby the board. The board may revoke its approval of apy
ballot, device, equipment or materials at any time for cause.
such ballot, voting device, automatic tabulating equipment

relatedequipment or material may be approved unlefdfitls . 1 ; -
guip y PP equipmentor materials to be used in connectigith a system,

the following requirements: g . h
. any municipality may require the vendor or lessopttovide a per

(1) It enables an elector to vote secrecy and to select thetomancebond with a licensed surety company as sygetgran
partyor the independemndidates for whom an elector will voteeeingthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pro
in secrecy at a partisan primary election. vision of adequate computer programming, preventive

(2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to vatgaintenanceor emegency repair services, training of election
a straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating equipmestfficials and other municipal employes or provision of public-edu
countsthe vote of an elector who casts a vote for a candidate éationalmaterials fora specified period, or guaranteeing the secu
an ofice outside the straight party ticket for thafiag# only. rity of the computer programs or other equipn@mnaterials to

(3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electovtwe be utilized with the system to prevent election fraud, or such other
for a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one pamtyin guaranteess the municipality determines to be appropriate.
part from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen History: 1979 c. 31.

dentcandidates and in part of candidates wh@sees are written o )
in by the elector 5.93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable

lesfor the administration of this subchapter
History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 332.251 (1)

2 Bond may be required. Before entering into a contract
or the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeany bal
ots, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or related

(4) It enables an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her owH
selectionfor any person for any fite for whom he or she may

desireto vote whenever write—in votes are permitted. 594 Sample ballot labels and cards; publication.

(5) It accommodates aléferenda to be submitted to the eleqyhen an electronic voting systeemploying a ballot label and
torsin the form provided by law ballot card is used, the county and municipal clerk of the county
(6) The voting device or machine permits an electorpmni-a andmunicipality in which the polling place designated for oke
mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized politicéke system is located shall cause to be published, in the type B
party or the independent candidates of his ordierice, and the notices,a true actual-size copy of the ballot label and ballot card
automatictabulating equipment or machine rejects any ballot @ontainingthe names of fites and candidates and statements of
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measure$o be voted on, as nearly as possible, in the form in whibt®5 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor
theywill appear on the fitial ballot label and ballot card on elec mationto electors in municipalities armbunties using various
tion day The notice may beublished as a newspaper insertypesof electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the
Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder oftyfpe  informationspecified in s10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
B notice is posted. thetype B notice information is inapplicable.

History: 1979 c. 31. History: 1979 c. 31.
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