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CHAPTER 347
EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

GENERAL PROVISIONS 347.26 Restrictions on certain optional lighting equipment.
347.01 Words and phrases defined. 347.27 When lighted lamps required on parked vehicles.
347.02  Applicability of chapter 347.28 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warning devices.
347.03  Sale of prohibited equipment unlawful. ) 347.29 Displayof warning devices for certain vehicles when standing on highway
347.04  Owner responsible for improperly equipped vehicle. 347.30 Penaltyfor violating lighting equipment requirements.
347.05 Reciprocity agreements as to equipment.

OTHER EQUIPMENT
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 347.35

347.06 When lighted lamps required.
347.07 Special restrictions on lamps and the use thereof. ) .
347.08 Determining the visibility distance and mounted height of lamps. gi;gg Erake fIwg, salel reg(;"at""“-
347.09 Headlamps on motor vehicles. : 0rns and warning devices.
347.10 Headlampspecifications for motor vehicles other than mopeds and motgﬁ;-ig Mufflers.

Brakes.
347.36 Performance ability of brakes.

bicycles. Mirrors.
347.11 Headlampspecifications for mopeds and motor bicycles. 347.41 Speed indicators.
347.115 Modulating headlamps for motorcycles, motor bicycles or mopeds.  347.413 Ignition interlock device tampering.
347.12 Use of multiple-beam headlamps. 347.415 Odometer tampering.
347.13 Tail lamps and registration plate lamps. 347.417 Immobilization device tampering.
347.14 Stop lamps. 347.42 Windshield wipers.
347.145 Decelerationwarning lights for motorcycles, motor bicycles, mopeds 0847.43 Safety glass.

motorbuses. 347.44 Paintingrequirements for school buses; restrictions as to painting of other
347.15 Direction signal lamps or devices. vehicles.
347.16 Clearance lamps and reflectors. 347.45 Tire equipment.
347.17 Color gf clearance and marker lamps and reflectors. 347.455 Modifications to height of vehicle.
347.18 Mounting of clearance lamps and reflectors. 347.46 Fenders and mudguards.

347.19 Visibility of clearance lamps and reflectors.

347.20 Lamp or flag on projecting load or fixture.

347.21 Lamps and flags on trains of agricultural vehicles.

347.22 Lamps on farm tractors and self-propelled farm implements.

347.47 Drawbars, trailer hitches and mobile home couplings.
347.48 Safety belts and child safety restraint systems.
347.485 Protective headgear for use oyp€& 1 motorcycles.

347.23 Lamps on highway maintenance equipment. 347.486 General requirements.
347.24 Lamps and reflectors on nonmotor vehicles and equipment. 347.487 Seating requirements.
347.245 Identification emblem on certain slow moving vehicles. 347.488 Moped equipment.
347.25 Special warning lamps on vehicles. 347.489 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles and motor bicycles.
347.255 Auxiliary lamps on emegency vehicles used to activate fim€ontrol sig  347.49 Equipment of vehicles transporting flammable liquids.
nal preemption devices. 347.50 Penalties.
GENERAL PROVISIONS (4) BeginningJuly 1, 1960, the provisions of this chapter-cov

eringlighting shall be applicable to all stat®unty and municipal
347.01 Words and phrases defined. Words and phrases trucks,truck tractors, trailers and semitrailers.
definedin s.340.01are used in the same sense in this chapter (5) If a vehicle registered under341.25 (1) (8)341.2650r
unlessa different definition is specifically provided. 341.266has equipment whictvas designated by the manufac
turer as optional equipment in the model year the vehicle was
347.02 Applicability of chapter . (1) No provision of this manufacturedit is not necessary for such equipmertiédn oper
chapterrequiring vehicles to bequipped in a particular mannerating condition unless it replaces equipment which is requiyed
is applicable to any of the following vehicles unléss vehicle is law to be both present and functioning.
expressly included within or made subject to the particular provi (6) Notwithstandingthe requirements of this chaptehe

sion: departmentmay establish special equipment standards for
(a) Farm tractors and self-propelled farm implements;  vehiclesoperated under 843.135which differ from theequip
(b) Implements of husbandry; mentstandards established under this chapEuipment stan
(c) Vehicles drawn by animals; dardsestablished under this subsection mayh®oless stringent

thanany federal standards established for the vehicle.
(e) Bicycles. (7) Thevehicle equipment requirements for a street modified
Motor bicvcl vehicleshall be the same as thehicle equipment requirements
(9) Motor bicycles. - for a vehicleof the same type and model year that is not a street
(h) Golf carts operated in accordance witB49.18(1) (b)or  modified vehicle. The vehicle equipment requirements for a rep
(c). lica vehicleshall be the same as the vehicle equipment require
(2) No provision of this chapter requiring or prohibiting cermentsfor a vehicle of the same type and model yesihe vehicle
tain types of equipment on a vehicle is applicable when sugBedfor purposes of the reproduction.
vehicleis not operated upon or occupying a highway History: 1977 c. 391979 c. 3451981 c.275 1983 a. 24288, 538 1985 a. 187
(2m) (a) No provision ofthis chapter requiring or prohibiting %852 197s.7: 1993 a. 1651997 a. 27
certain types of equipment on a vehicle is applicable to
imported vehicle whichhas been granted entry into the Unite
Statesby the federal governmesoblely for the purpose of test or

(d) Road machinery;

7.03 Sale of prohibited equipment unlawful. No per
onshall sell for highway use any device, appliance, accessory or
replacement part the use of which omatorvehicle is unlawful.

experiment.
(b) The exemption under pdg) is limited to the one-year 347.04 Owner responsible for improperly equipped
periodfollowing the entry of the vehicle. vehicle. Any owner of a vehicle not equippedraguired by this

(3) Nothingin this chapter shall be construed to prohibit thehapter who knowingly causes or permits such vehicle to be oper
useof additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not-incated on a highway in violation of this chapter is guilty ofviota-
sistent with this chapter tion the same as if he or she had operated the vehicle personally
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No demerit points shall be assessed or counted pursuant to (2) Wheneverthis chapter requires a lamp or device to be
343.32against the operatarlicense of the owner of thehicle mountedat a certain height, the distance shall be meadroed
by reason of thewners conviction of any such violation unlessthe center of the lamp or device to the level ground upon which the
the owner was personally operating the vehicle at the time of thehicle stands when such vehicle is without load.
violation.

History: 1989 a. 105 347.09 Headlamps on motor vehicles. (1) No person

) ) ) shalloperate a motor vehicten a highway during hours of dark

347.05 Reciprocity agreements as to equipment.  nessunless such vehicle is equipped as follows:
(1) Thesecretarywith the approval of the governds authorized (a) Except as provided in patb) and(c), every motor vehicle

to enter into reciprocal agreements with the duly authorized-repLg o 'he equipped with at least 2 headlamps, which headlamps
sentativef other jurisdictions exempting the residents of thosg, 5 comply with the requirements and limitations set forth
jurisdictionsfrom details of vehicle equipment requirements %T]b.(Z) and s347.10and shall be mounted symmetrically with
this state which are particularly burdensome to residerssicii respectto the vertical plane extending through the longitudinal

otherjurisdictions operating vehicles in this state, provided t%(isof the vehicle with at least one on eaidte of the center of
law of such other jurisdiction requireghicles to be equipped inéhe front of the motor vehicle

a manner rendering them substantially safe as those equpeS (b) Every moped ofype 1 motorcycle shall be equipped with

in the manner required by thews of this state. The agreement .
shall provide substantially likexemptions for residents of thist least one and not motean 2 headlamps, which headlamps
shall comply with the requirements and limitations set farth

tatewh ti hicles i h other jurisdiction.
statewhen operating vehicles in such other jurisdiction sub.(2) and $347.10

2) Thissection does not authorizeciprocity agreements as . . .
(2) e y 8 (c) Every motor bicycle or vehicle registered und&44..067

to laws governing the size and weight of vehicles. .
Hismry:g 1977 c. 285_1654 @) © g andoperated by a person licensed unde348.0750r 343.135

shallbe equipped with at least one and not more tHaea@llamps,
which headlamps shall comply with the requirements and kmita
tionsset forth in sub(2) and s347.11

(2) Every headlamp on a motor vehicle shall be located at a

347.06  When lighted lamps required. (1) Exceptas pro pejghtof not more than 54 inches nor less than 24 inches.
videdin subs(2) and(4), no person may operate a vehicle Upon isiory: 1083 a. 2431985 a. 65

a highway during hours of darkness unless all headlataps,
lampsand clearance lamps with which such vehicle is required3@7 10 Headlamp specifications for motor vehicles
be equipped are lighted. Parking lamps as defined 88.27 other than mopeds and motor bicycles. (1) Except as pro
shallnot be used for this purpose. vided in sub.(4), the headlamps or the auxiliary driving lamp or
(2) Headlampseed not be lighted on a towed vehicle or othe auxiliary passing lamp or combination thereof motor
avehicle having at least 2 lighted adverse weather lamps on Heéicles other than mopeds and motor bicycles shall be so
front thereof and being operated under the circumstanc@sangedhat the driver may select at will between distributions
describedn s.347.26 (3) (b) of light projected to dferent elevations. No such lamp shall have
(3) The operator of a vehicle shall keep all lamps fiéc ~ anytype of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light
torswith which such vehicle is required to be equipped reasonaBpittedwhen the lamp is in use. Such lamps nrayddition, be
cleanand in proper working condition at all times. SO arran_ged that such selection can be made gutomati;i'{aiig o
(4) A duly authorized warden, as defined i8401 (1), may subsectiordoes not apply to any type of decorative covering-origi
operatea vehicle owned or leased by the department of natuf@lly equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.
resourcesupon a highway during hours of darkness without (2) Multiple—beamheadlamps shall complyith the follow
lighted headlamps, tail lamps or clearance lamps in the perféig requirements:
manceof the warders duties under £9.924 (2) (a) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light@m:-
History: 1977 c. 4251979 c. 321981 c. 9&.3; 1997 a. 248 positebeam so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal persons

) o andvehicles at a distance of at least 3&& ahead for all condi
347.07 Special restrictions on lamps and the use tjonsof loading;

(b) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light or corapos
beam so aimed and of feient intensity to reveal persons and

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT

8evel road under any condition of loading none of the high—-inten

sity portion of the beam shall be so directed as to strike the eyes

%f an approaching driver

(3) No personshall sell after July 1, 1958, any new motor

. ) ; hicle equipped with multiple beam headlamps and no person

this chapterno person shall operate any vehicle or equiprent gy, /o nerate any motor vehicle sold new after July 1, 1958, and

ahighway which ha§ displayed thereo_n. n equippedwith multiple beam headlamps unless such vehicle also
(a) Any color of light other than white or amber visiblem s equippedwith a beam indicator which is lighted whenever the

power,not more than a total of 4 of any suamps or combina
tionsthereof on the fromf the vehicle shall be lighted at any on
time when such vehicle is upon a highway

(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly authorized or required %

directly in front; or uppermostlistribution of light from the headlamps is in use and
(b) Any color of light other than red on the rear; or which is not otherwiselighted. Such indicator shall be so
(c) Any flashing light. designedand located that when lightédwill be readily visible
without glare to the driver of the vehicle so equipp@&tis subsec
347.08 Determining the visibility distance and tion does not apply to motorcycles.

mounted height of lamps. (1) Whenever this chapter states (4) Any motor vehicle may be operated during hours of dark
arequirement as to distance from which certain lamps and devioesswhen equipped with 2 lighted lamps upbe front thereof
shallrender objects visible or withimhich such lamps or devicescapableof revealing persons and objects 75 feet ahead in lieu of
shallbe visible, such distance sha# measured during hours oflampsrequired by subg1) to(3) if such vehicle at no time is oper
darknessunder normal atmospheric conditions and upon atedat a speed in excess of 20 miles per hdim lighted lamp
straight,level, unlighted highway unless afdifent time,direc  underthis subsectioshall have any type of decorative covering
tion or condition is expressly stated. thatrestricts the amount difght emitted when the lighted lamp is
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in use. This subsection does not apply to any type of decoratied decorative covering that restricts the amount of lgghttted
covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time o#vhenthe tail lamp is in use. No vehicle originally equipped at the

manufactureand sale. time of manufactureand sale with 2 tail lamps shall be operated
History: 1983 a. 2431995 a. 346 upona highway during hours afarkness unless both such lamps
L are in good working orderThis subsection does not apply to any

347.11 Headlamp specifications for mopeds and type of decorative covering originallgquipped on the vehicle at

motor bicycles. The headlamps on mopeds or motor bicyclehe time of manufacture and sale.

may be of the single-beam or multiple-beam type but in either 5 £\ ery tail lamp on a vehicle shall be located at a height of
event shall comply with the following requirements and I||=n|ta‘.]0t more than 72 inches nor less than 20 inches

tions: (3) No person shall operate on a highwdyring hours of

(tl)thrll%headl?mdpbshall bet %nttelectricdhefs\dltamp and the Ciyo . nesany motor vehicle upon the rear of which a registration
rentshall besupplied by a wet battery and electric generdtpr 10 s required to be displayed unless such motor vehicle is

a currertwt;jg.energ.tingtlcoli)hctohrporatted ti)nto the énagnet?.otr. by agquippedNith a lamp so constructed and placed as to illuminate
generatowriven directly by the motor by meaasgears, Iriction it 3 white light the rear registration plate and render it clearly

wheel,chain or belt. _ o o legible froma distance of 50 feet to the re@uch lamp may be

(2) Theheadlamp shall display a white light offiént illu-  jncorporated as part of a tail lamp or may be a separate lamp.
minatingpower to reveal any person, vehicle or substantial object 4 r4j amps and registration plate lamps shall be so wired as
at a distance of 200 feet ahead and shall be so adjusted or opefgté lighted whenever the headlampsoxiliary driving lamps

thatthe glaring light rays therefrom are not directed into the eygg, jighted. In a tractor-semitrailer combination, 2 switches may
of the driver of any oncoming vehicle. No headlamp shall haF% '

. : ) “heemployed, one to activate semitrailer lamps and one to activate
anytype of decorative covering that restricts the amount of lig ctorlamps
emittedwhen the headlamp is in use. This subsection does n istory: 1973 c. 2521995 a. 346
apply to any type of decorative covering originally equipped on
the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale. 347.14 Stop lamps. (1) No person shall operate a motor
(3) If the moped omotor bicycle is equipped with a multiple-vehicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer upon a highway
beamheadlamp, the upper beam shall meet the minimum requis@lesssuch motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer
mentsset forth in sub(2) and the lowermost beam shall meet this equipped with at least one stop lamp mounted on the rear and
requirementspplicable to a lowermost distribution of light as seneetingthe specificationset forth in this section. The stop lamp
forth in 5.347.10 (2) (b) on a mobilehome or trailer or semitrailer shall be controlled and
(4) If the moped omotor bicycle is equipped with a single-Operatedrom the drivets seat of th@ropelling vehicle. A stop
beamlamp, such lamghall be so aimed that when the vehicle impmay be incorporated with a tail lamp. No vehicle originally
loadednone of the high-intensity portion of light, at a distance &duippedat the time of manufacture and sale with 2 stop lamps
25 feet ahead, projects higher théue level of the center of the shall be operated upontéghway unless both such lamps are in

lamp from which it comes. goodworking order
History: 1983 a. 2431995 a. 346 (2) A stop lamp shall be so constructed as to be actuated upon
. applicationof the service or foot brake or separate trailer brake
347.115 Modulating  headlamps for motorcycles, andshall emit a red or amber light plainly visible and understand

motor bicycles or mopeds. A motorcycle, motor bicycle or aplefrom all distances up to 300 feet to the rear during normal sun

mopedmay beequipped with and use a means of m0dU|at'n9_”ﬂ?ht whenviewed from the drives seat of the vehicle following.

upperbeam of the headlamp between a high and a lower brigh

nessat a rate of 200 to 280 changes per minute. A headlamp r8ay.145 Deceleration warning lights for motorcycles,

not be modulated during hours of darkness. motor bicycles, mopeds or motor buses. (1) A motor
History: 1981 c. 521983 a. 243 cycle, motor bicycle or mopechay be equipped with and use a

systemin which an amber light which pulsesarcontrolled fash

347.12 Use of multiple-beam headlamps. (1) When- o ot 5 rate which varies exponentially with deceleration is center
evera motorvehicle is being operated on a highway during hoUf§guntedon the rear of the vehicle.

of darkness, the operator shall use a distribution of light or com 2 A motor b b ioped with amber lights which
positebeam directed high enough and offisignt intensityto (2) A motor bus may be equipped with amber lights whic
newith a steady beam or which pulse duritgceleration,

reveala person or vehicle at a safe distance in advance of i tandi q idli The liahts shall b
vehicle, subject to the following requirements and limitations: orakingor standing and idling. The lights shall be moursyuk
. . _metrically with respect to the vertical centerline of the motor bus
() Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped Wit} 3 horizontal alignment on the rear of the motor bus. The lights
multiple-beam headlamps approaches an oncomiehicle .y he mounted no higher than the lower edge of the rear window

within 500 feet, the operator shall dim, depress or tilvéfecleS . 4 higher than 72 inches if tieotor bus does not have a rear
headlightsso that the glaring rays are not directed into the eyes o, qow.

the operator of the other vehicle. History: 1981 c. 521983 a. 2431987 a. 235

(b) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with
multiple-beanheadlampspproaches or follows another vehicle347.15 Direction signal lamps or devices. (1) No person
within 500 feet to the reathe operator shall dim, depress, or tilmay sell any new motor vehicle, other tharmoped or ype 1
the vehicles headlights so that the glaring rays are not reflectétbtorcycle,unless such motor vehicle is equipped with direction

into the eyes of the operator of the other vehicle. signallamps meeting the requirements of this section.p&fson
(2) Subsectiorfl) (a)and(b) does not apply to the use of aiter May operate on a highway any motor vehicle sold new after Janu
natelyflashing or pulsating headlamps unde847.25 (1r) ary 1,1955, or any mobile home, or trailer or semitrailer sold new

History: 1989 a. 691991 a. 316 afterJanuary 1, 1968, other than a vehicle wligchperated pur

suantto s.341.47 (1)b) or a moped orype 1 motorcycle, unless
347.13 Tail lamps and registration plate lamps. (1) No suchvehicle is equipped with direction signal lamps meetiireg
personshall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer aequirement®f this section. Any other vehicle may be equipped
semitrailerupon a highway duringours of darkness unless suclwith such lamps. Subsecti¢®m) notwithstanding direction sig
motor vehicle, mobile home or trailer or semitrailer is equippedls are not required on trailers when the diaction signals on
with at least one tail lamp mounted on the rear which, whkted thetowing vehicle are fullyisible from all distances to the rear
during hours of darkness, emits a red light plainly visible from @ 300 feet during normal sunlight when viewfeaim the driveis
distance of 500 fedb the rear No tail lamp shall have any typeseatof the vehicle following.
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(2) Exceptas provided in sul(l), there shall be at least 2347.18 Mounting of clearance lamps and reflectors.
directionsignallamps showing to the front on motor vehicles anfl) Whenevers. 347.16requires any reflector to bdisplayed
at least 2 showing to the rear on motor vehicles, mobile homegona vehicle, each such reflector shall be mounted at a height not
trailersand semitrailers, so as to indicate intention to turn right ssthan 16 inches nor more than 60 inches above the gmund
left. Lamps showing to the front shall be located on the $aweé which the vehicle stands. On vehicles which arere than 80
andas widely spaced laterally as practicadnhel lamps showing incheswide, the front andear reflectors shall be mounted so as
to the rear shall be located on the same level and as widely spdogddicate as nearly gmssible the extreme width of the vehicle.
laterally as practicable. Such lamps shall project a flashing whitety required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle may be ineorpo
or amber light visible to the front and a flashing red or amber ligtittedwith the tail lamp but such reflector shall meet all the other
visible to the rear Direction signal lamps when in use shall beeflectorrequirements of this chapter
plainly visible and understandable from all distante300 feet (2) Wheneverthis chapter requires a vehicle to be equipped
duringnormal sunlight. No direction signal lamp shall have anyith clearance lamps, such lamps shall be mounted in such-a man
type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of liglteras to indicate the extreme width of the vehicle and as near to
emittedwhen the direction signal lamp is in use. When actuatetietop thereof as practicable except that when rear identification
suchlamps shall indicate the intended direction of turning bgmpsare mounted at the extreme height of the vehicle, rear clear
flashingthe lights showing to thieont and rear on the side towardancelamps may be mounted at optional heights.
which the turn is made. This subsection does not apply to any typeistory: 1975 c. 121
of decorative coveringriginally equipped on the vehicle at the
time of manufacture and sale. 347.19 Visibility of clearance lamps and reflectors.

(3) Vehicles equipped with direction signal lamps shall bél) Everyreflector required by 847.16to be displayed upon a
equippedwith a signal visible tahe signaling driver when the Vehicleshall be of such sizend characteristics and so maintained
signalingdrivers signal lamps are operating. asto be readily visible during the hours of darkness from al dis

tanceswithin 500 feet to 5@eet from the vehicle when directly in
front of lawful upper beams of headlamps.

(2) Frontand reaclearance lamps when lighted shall be eapa
ble of being seen and distinguishedder normal atmospheric

or load of such motor vehicle or combination of vehicles exceef@nditionsduring hours of darkness at a distancB@d feet from

24inches, or when the distance from the center of the top of tHE front and regmespectivelyof the vehicle.

steeringpost to the rear limit of the body or load thereof exceeds L )
14 feet. 47.20 Lamp or flag on projecting load or fixture.

. . 1) No person shall operate on a highway during hours of-dark
(4) Vehicles sold new prior to July 1, 1958, are exempt froﬁbssany vehicle with a load or fixturhereon extending more

the requwentwefntsS(%f (;[glslgsseig%g |fttrt1ey either compl%/fwnh t:]hfham feet beyond the rear of the bed or body thereof unless there
;Zgﬂ:igmgztgf fﬁat .sec'Eion) stats., or are exempt from thgg displayed at the extreme rear end of the load or fixture a red light
— i : or lantern plainly visible from a distance ofl@ast 500 feet to the
History: 1975 c. 2971983 a. 2431985 a. 651991 a. 3161995 . 346 sidesand rear The red light or lantern shall be in addition to any

347.16 Clearance lamps and reflectors. (1) No person tail lamp or clearance lamp which the vehicle is required to.carry

shalloperate on a highway during hours of darkness any vehi%[g),(z) No person shall operate on a highwattimes other than
exceptautomobiles, having a width at any part in excess of 89Urs of darkness, any vehicle with a load or fixture thereon
inchesunless such vehicle is equipped with: extendingmore than 4 feet beyond the redrthe bed or body
: . thereofunless there is displayed at the extreme eedrof such
(@) Two clearance lamps mounted on ffent of the vehicle o, or fixture a red flag or cloth not less than 12 inches square and
soas to be visible from the front; and

. sohung thathe entire area is visible to the operator of a vehicle
(b) Two clearance lamps mounted on the rear of the vehicleggproaching from the rear

asto be visible from the rear; and o (3) This section does not apply to vehicles loaded with loose
(c) Two reflectors mounted on the rear of the vehicle in sugfay or straw

amanner as to indicate as nearly as possiblexttteme width of  History: 1981 ¢. 176
the vehicle.

(2) No person shall operate any of the following vehicles 0#47.21 Lamps and flags on trains of agricultural
a highway during hours of darkness unless such vehicles sghicles. (1) No person shall operate on a highwayring
equippedas indicated: hoursof darkness any train of vehicles authorized [348.08 (1)

(a) Every truck tractor shall carry on the front 2 clearandd) unless there is mounted on each side of evencle in such
lamps,one at each side. train, including farm tractors and implements of husbandty

(b) Every trailer or semitrailer shall carry on the reaefec leastone lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of 500
Yy : y feetto the side of the vehicle on which mountedmtieu thereof,

tors,one on each side. _ _ atleast one red reflector,arotwithstanding $847.245 one slow

(3) Reflectorizedmaterial extendingcross the full width of movingvehicle emblem visible from all distances within 500 feet

the vehicle and otherwise meeting the mounting and visibili 50 feet of the side of the vehicle when directly in front of lawful
specificationsfor reflectors may be used in lieu of the reflectorgpperbeams of headlamps.

requiredby this section. (1m) No person shall operate on a highway during hours of
darknessany train of vehicles authorized by 38.08 (1) (b)

(3m) Any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles in use o
a highway shall be equippedslith direction signals meeting the
requirement®f this section when the distance from the ceoter
thetop of the steering post to the left outside limit of the bodly

347.17 Color of clearance and marker lamps and unlessthere is mounted on easfle of every vehicle in such train,
reflectors.  Whenever a vehicle isquipped with clearance jnc|uding farm tractorsand implements of husbandat least one
lamps,sidemarker lamps or reflectors: lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the

(1) Thoseclearance and marker lamps and reflectors mountside of the vehicle on which mounted, am lieu thereof, ateast

on the front oon the side near the front of the vehicle shall displayne red reflector visible from all distances withi®0feet to 50

or reflect an amber color; feetof the side of the vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper
(2) Thoseclearance lamps and marker lamps eeftectors beamsof headlamps.

mountedon the rear or on the sides near the rear of the vehicle, o(2) No person shall operate on a highwattimes other than

on both, shall display or reflect a red color hoursof darkness, any train of agricultural vehicles authorized by
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s.348.08 (1) (b)unless there idisplayed a red flag at least 12requirementf s.347.19may be displayed on the rear of such
inchessquare on each rear corner of the rearmost vehicle in thehicle or implement of husbandry

train. (am) No person may operate on a highway during hours of
History: 1979 c. 143355 1981 ¢. 2761981 c. 39%.21Q 1987 a. 164 darknessny implement of husbandry that extends 4 feet or more
to the left of the centerline of its towing vehicle unless such imple
347.22 Lamps on farm tractors and self-propelled J P

! mentis equipped with an amber reflector meeting vtsibilit
farm implements. (1) No person shall operate or park a far quibp g Y

.”Fequirementsaf s.347.19and mounted on the left side, facing-for

tractor or self-propelled farm implement upon a highway durings g 5o as to mark the extreme width of the implement to drivers
hours of darknesaunless such tractor or implement carries th

lighted headlamps and tail lamps which would be required §¥ oncomlng vehicles. .
othermotor vehicles under similar circumstances. (b) Any implement of husbandry or any other vehicle not spe

. cifically required by law to be equipped with lamps or otherdight
(2) No person shall operate or park a farettor or self=pro ;. yevice and which was manufactured on or before January 1,
pelledfarm implement upon highway during hours of darkness19 4,shall comply with the lamp requirementssoB47.24 (1)
with any lamp thereon showing any light to the rear other than . 1§tats '

in color.
(c) Animplement of husbandry which is an all-terrain vehicle
needonly comply with the lamp requirements established under

347.23 Lamps on highway maintenance equipment. &23_33 6)

(1) No person shall operate upon a highway during hours of da

nessany road machinery or motor vehicle used in highaay (2) No persormay operate on a highway during hours of dark
structionor maintenance unlessich vehicle or road machinerynessa vehicle drawn by an animal unless the vehicle is equipped
is equipped either as prescribed by. payor (b): with at least one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white light

(a) A red light visible from a distance of 500 fetiall be dis  Visible from a distance of 500 feet ahead and 2 lighted lamps or
playedon each side of the front and on each side of the rear to dfféi€rnsexhibiting red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to
adequatavarning of the presence of such vehicle or machinelj€ rear and mounted in such a manner as to indicate the extreme
andto show safelearance for passing or overtaking vehicles; ¢¥idth Of_ the vehicle.

(b) Inlieu of the red lightprescribed by pafa), 2 amber flood History: 1977 c. 4181983 a. 1241985 a. 291993 a. 455
lampsmay be used, one to be mounted on each side of the veh\i’;;ﬁ 245
or machinery so as to illuminate its sides and its attachments\,léfni'cles
any, to showsafe clearance for passing or overtaking vehicl .
Suchfloodlamps shaltlisplay an amber light of didient illumi-

Identification emblem on certain slow moving
(1) After January 1, 1970, no person may operate on
e§highway day or night, any vehicle or equipment, animal-drawn
natingpower to indicate safe clearance from a distance ofe20 Zgg;lls‘t?;\zr;ya?;hpeg e”;g?ggf{&ﬂ”%”%;g;ﬁggJg?gg;%ﬁ% e
to the front gnd rear Of Sth vehicle or machlner.y operatedundera special restricted operdwticense issued under
(2) Thelights specified in sul(1) need not be displayed upons 343 135 unless there is displayedh the most practicable vis
motor vehicles used in highway construction or maintenan@§e rear area of the vehicle eaombination of vehicles, a slow
work when su_ch vehlcles_‘, are travgllng along the hlghway at thﬁﬁbving vehicle (SMV) emblem as described in and displagd
normaloperating speed in the ordinary course ofitraf providedin sub.(2). Any towed vehicle or machine is exempt
(4) No person shall operatepon the left-hand side of a high from this provision if the towing vehicle is visible from the rear
way during hours of darkness any road machinery or motgadis in compliance with this section. All road machinery is
vehicleused in highway constructiar maintenance, including excludedwhen it is engaged in actual constructiomaintenance
snow and ice control, unless such vehicle or machinery \gork either guarded bg flagman or clearly visible warning signs.
equippedwith an auxiliary lampor lamps projecting a flashing Exceptas provided in 847.21 (1) the requirement of the emblem
amberlight visible from all directiongor a 360—degree lens (bee shallbe in addition to any lighting devices required or permitted
hive type lamp) or revolving type lamgnd visible front and rear py |aw, Mopeds and bicycles are excluded from the provisions of
for reflectorized stationary directiongpe lamps. For flashing this section unlesshey are operated under a special restricted
type lamps the number of flashes peinute shall be between 60gperatorslicense issued under 343.135 The SMV emblem

and90. For revolving type lamps the revolutions per mist&  neednot be displayed on vehicles moving directly across the high
be between 45 and 90The lenses of such auxiliary lamps shalyay.

not ze Ief_s th?r: 6 inl(:hes_iréf:i;}??te{] for th_e_reflectg_smtt)n (2) Standardsind specifications fahe design and position of
gr—)?ncl[le%ilr?irr]ﬁun%/ﬁzigﬂp?c’)r 3 325%0—(?:9:22Ilrgg;n(bgéﬂievgrt?ggouming()f the SMV emblem shall be established by rule by the
lamp); and 3-3/4 inches minimum width adet5/8 inches mini ecretary.Except as provided in 847.21 (1) the standardand

: - ecificationdor SMV emblems shaltorrelate with and, so far
mum height for the revolving type lamp. The lamps shall b ! . 7 .
equippedwith bulbs of 50 candlepower minimum. The lamp spossible, conform with those approved by the American society

shallbe mounted approximately midwagtween the transverseo!. adricultural engineers. The secretary shall submit such stan
extremitiesof the vehicle or machinery and at the highest practic%ardsand specifications, and any subsequent changes tierein,
e assembly and senate committees having jurisdiction over

ble point. transportationna_\tters as determined b_y th_e _speaker of_the assem
347.24 Lamps and reflectors on nonmotor vehicles bly and the president of the senate acting jointly for tygiroval.

and equipment. (1) (a) Except as provided under pgbj.and (3) No person shall display such emblem on a roadesgept

(c), no person may operate on a highway duriagrs of darkness @sprovided in sub(1), nor on roadside stationary objects such as
anyimplement of husbandry or any othahicle not specifically Mailboxesor signposts and no such emblshall be used as a
required by law to be equipped with lamps or other lightinglearancemarker for wide vehicles. No slow moving vehicle
devicesunless such implement or vehicle is equipped with at le@$tually engaged in construction or maintenagesrded by a

2 lighted lamps or lanterns exhibiting a white light visible from #agmanor clearly visible warningigns need remove the slow
distanceof 500 feet ahead and 2 lighted lamps or lanterns exhidioving vehicle emblem.

ing a red light visible from distance of 500 feet to the rear as (4) Exceptas provided in 847.21 (1) no person shall display
an alternative to the red lampsr lanterns, 2 red reflectors suchemblem on any vehicle @quipment not specified in sub.
mountedas specified in s347.18 and meeting the visibility (1).
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(5) Thissection does not apply to any vehicle or combination 2. a. A sherifor others designated by the county board may
of vehicles to the left rear of which is attachegeiow or amber authorizethat an ambulance undeiB40.01 (3) (i)be equipped so
flashinglight at least 4 inches in diameter thatthe high beams of its headlamps pulsate or fdigmately

History: 1977 c. 29288 1979 c. 341981 c. 1381987 a. 164 ata rate of 70 to 90 pulses or flashes per minute. The pulsating or
As applied to Amish appellants, requiring slow moving vehicle signs on buggiﬂashing headlamps may be used only when the warning lamps

unconstitutionally infringe@n religious liberties. State Miller, 202 NW (2d) 56, ; B
549NW (2d) 235 (1996). authorizedunder sub(1) are in use.

b. If the sherif or others designated by the county board
347.25 Special warning lamps on vehicles. (1) Except intendto authorize any ambulance undeB40.01 (3) (i)to be
asprovided insubs.(1m) (a) (1r) and(1s), an authorized emer equippedas authorized under sulftla, the local authority shall
gencyvehicle may be equipped with one or more flashing, -oscflive notice of its intent as a class 2 notice unde@8b.at ]east 90
lating or rotating red lights, except that ambulances,dipart  daysbefore authorizing the first vehicle to be so equipped.
ment equipment, and privately owned motor vehicles under s. (c) 1. a. The state fire marshal may authottiet a privately
340.01(3) (d) or (dm) being used by personnel of a full-time olwnedmotor vehicle under 840.01 (3) (d}hat is being used by
part-timefire department or by members of a volunteer fira deputy state fire marshal be equipped so that the high beams of
departmenbr rescue squad, may be equippéith red or red and its headlamps pulsate or flash alternately at a rate tf 90 pulses
white lights, and shall be so equipped when the operator therewfflashes per minute. The pulsatingflashing headlamps may
is exercising the privileges granted byd46.03 The lights shall be used only when the warning lamps authorized under(&yb.
be so designed and mounted to be plainly visible and under arein use.
standablérom a distance of 500 feet both during normal sunlight b If the state fire marshal intends to authorize any privately
andduring hours of darkness. No operator of an authogregt  ownedmotor vehicle under 840.01 (3) (dYhat is being used by
gencyvehicle may use the warning liglescept when responding a deputy state fire marshal to be equipped as authorized under
to an emegency call or when in pursuit of an actuakaspected subd 1. a, the state shall give notice of its intent asass 2 notice
violator of the law when responding to but not upon returninginderch.985at least 90 days before authorizing the first vehicle
from a fire alarm or when necessarily parked in a position whigh be so equipped.

is likely to be hazardous to tfaf. 2. a. Afire chief may authorize that a privately owned motor
(Im) (a) A police vehicle under $340.01 (3) (a)ymay be vehicleunder s340.01 (3) (dxhat is being used by an employe
equippedwith a blue light and a red light which are flashing, escibf the firedepartment giif applicable, a member of the volunteer
lating or rotating. fire department be equipped so that the high beams of its head
(b) If the vehicle is so equipped, the lights shalillbeninated lamps pulsate or flash alternately at a rate of 70 to 90 pulses or
asrequired under 846.03when the operator of the police vehicldlashesper minute. The pulsating or flashing headlamps may be
is exercising the privileges granted under that section. Orugedonly when thavarning lamps authorized under s(b). are
markedpolice vehicle, the blue light shall be mounted on the pds use.
sengerside of the vehicle and the red ligiiall be mounted onthe b, If the fire chief intendso authorize any privately owned
driver side of the vehicle. When in use an unmarked police motor vehicle under s340.01 (3) (d)that is being used by an
vehicle,the blue light shall be displayed on the passenger sideedfiployeof the fire department pif applicable, a member of the
the vehicle and the red ligtshall be displayed on the driver sidevolunteerfire department tde equipped as authorized under
of the vehicle. The lights shall be designed and displayed so asubd.2. a, the local authority shall give notice of its intent as a
be plainly visible andunderstandable from a distance of 500 feefass2 notice under cl85at least 90 dayisefore authorizing the
during normal sunlight and during hours of darkness. No operafist vehicle to be so equipped.
of a police vehicle may use the warning lights except when (1s) A vehicle in use by a fire department as a command post
respondingo an emegency call or when in pursuit of an actuaht the site of an emgency call may bequipped with a blue or
or suspected violator of the lawhen responding to but not upongreenlight which is flashing, oscillating or rotating.
returning from a fire alarm or when necessarily parked on a hig (2) No person may operate a school bus which is paiased
way in & position which is likely to be hazardous tofteafising  ,,\idedin s.347.44unless it is equipped with flashing red-sig
the highway _nalsandwith a 360—degree flashing white strobe light having a
(c) If the state or any local authority intends to equip its poligRishrate of 60 to 120 per minute. The secretary shall prescribe
vehiclesas authorized under p@a), the state or the localithority  rulesfor the type, installation, operation and light output brilliance
shallgive notice of its intent as a class 2 notice undeB86at  of the signals and lights required under thisbsection. No
least90 days before so equipping the first vehicle. vehicle may be equipped with sudtashing red signals and a
(1r) (@) 1. A police vehicle under 840.01 (3) (aymay be strobelight unless it also is painted as provided i84.44
equippedso that the high beams of its headlamps puls&tasir (2m) A human service vehicle may be equipped with a
alternatelyat a rate of 70 to 9pulses or flashes per minute. Thes60-degredlashing strobe light with a flashraté 60 to 120 per
pulsatingor flashing headlamps may be used avifien the wamn  minute. Notwithstanding s110.05 (1) the secretary shall pre
ing lamps authorized under suf) or (1m) are in use. scriberules for the type, colpinstallation, operation ankfht
2. If the state or any local authority intends to equipdtice outputbrilliance of the lights permitted under this subsection.
vehiclesas authorized under suldd, the state othe local auther (3) Thelead vehicle or a motorcycle escort in a funprates
ity shall give noticef its intent as a class 2 notice underd8t sionmay beequipped with a flashing amber light which may be
atleast 90 days before so equipping the first vehicle. usedonly when such vehicle is used as a lead vehicle or éscort
(b) 1. a. Avehicle of a fire department unded49.01 (3) (c) suchprocession.
or an ambulance under340.01(3) (g) may be equipped so that  (4) No vehiclemay be equipped with or display any blue-col
the high beams of its headlamps pulsatdlash alternately at a oredlight or lampunless the vehicle is used in police work autho
rate of 70 to 90 pulses or flashes per minute. The pulsating rized by the state or a political subdivision of the state oisid
flashing headlamps may be used only when the warning lanipysa fire department as authorized under ).

authorizedunder sub(1) are in use. (5) Notwithstandings.347.26 (1), whenever flashing wasn

b. If any local authority intends to equip its vehicles as authing lamps on an authorized ergency vehicleare designed and
rizedunder subdl. a, the local authority shall give notice of itsbeingusedto exhibit a directional arrow at the scene of an emer
intent as a class 2 notice under @85 at least 90 days before sogency,the lampsexhibiting the directional arrow may be flashing
equipping the first vehicle. simultaneouslyor sequentially If the use of flashing warning
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lampsto exhibit a directional arrow would likely direct approachamberor green. Such illuminated sign or lamp shall be se con
ing traffic into a lane of trdfc moving in the oppositdirection, structedas to emit a steady or flashing nonglaring light.
OnIy the fIaShing Warning IampS that exhibit the horizontal bar of (6) WARNING LAMPS ON TOW TRUCKS AND SERVICE VEHICLES.
a.directional arrow may be used and such lamps shall be flashigig Any vehicle which by reason of its use upon a highway creates
Slfl_TI!lJt“anGllg;Jf'yé% L654(7) (6 1677 o, 2281979 c. 54149 1983 . 561985 avehicular trafic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual dare
Istory: C. 25, c c. C. 54149 a. approachingpvertaking or passing shall be equipped with a flash
23131577 o 1op1989 2. 691991 & TALAZ 1993 2. 3691995 2 B0 IIT g or rotating ambelamp of the dome type at the highest practi
The burden is on the operator of an egeecy vehicle to prove that the warning Cablepoint, visible from a distance of 500 feet, or 2 flastsinger
O e, Crsaensy i Tobis o e ki o g o s iarS,one shiowing {0 the front and one shiowing ( the wesr
abproachingrom the rear Pittman vLiefiing. 5 W (20) 52, 207 Nw (2d) 610, 1PI€ from a distance of 500 feet and mounted approximately mid
way between the extremities of the width of the vehicle and at the
347.255 Auxiliary lamps on emergency vehicles used highestpracticable point. Such amblamp or lamps shall be
to activate traffic control signal preemption devices. lighted when such vehicle is moving a disabled vehicle along or
(1) An authorized emeency vehicledescribed in $340.01 (3) UPona public highway at a speed below the average speed of
(a), (c), (g) or (i) may be equipped and operated with |amrg10torveh|cle trafic on such street or highway and may not be lit

designecand used solely tactivate dicial traffic control signal ~atother times. _ _ _
preemptiondevices. (b) Operators of tow trucks towing vehicles shall equip each

(2) Thelamps authorized for use under this section magnige tow truck ortowing vehicle with a flashing or rotating red lamp,
color and may be flashing, oscillating, rotating or pulsating. N addition to flashing type amber lamps. Such lamp shall be

(3) No operator of an authorized ergencyvehicle may use placedon the dome of the vehicle at the highest practiqadilet
suchlamps except when responding to an @eecy call, when visible from a distance of 500 feet. This flashing red lamp shall
pursuing an actual or suspected violator of the Iavx; or wh beused only yvhen such vehicle is stand[ng onor nge@rahe!ed
respondingo, but not when returning from, a fire alarm. eﬁbmon of a highway preparatory to towing or servicing e

History: 1979 c. 105 abledvehicle.
(7) WARNING LAMPS ON CERTAIN HIGHWAY VEHICLES. Any
347.26 Restrictions on certain optional lighting equip -  vehicle of the department or a county or municipal highway

ment. (1) GENERAL RESTRICTIONS. A vehicle need not be departmentvhich by reason of its use upon a highway creates a
equippedwith the lamps specified in this section, but if a vehicléehiculartraffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in
is equipped with any such lamps, no person shall opstate approachingpvertaking or passing may be equipped with a flash
vehicleon a highway during hours of darkness unless such lanipg red or amber lamp dhe dome-light type or with 2 flashing
complywith the requirementsf this section and no person shall€dor amber lamps, one showing to the front and one showing to
usesuch lamps in a manner inconsistent with this section. ~ the rear Such lamp or lamps shall be mounted approximately

. o midway between the extremities of the width of the vehéate
not(fn)orsg(t)r-\r;?\szzp(oat)larAn?)ysmOtor vehicle may be equippeth atthe highest practicable point and shalligsed only for the pur

ose of warning operators of other vehicles of the presence of the
(b) No spotlamp shall be used as a substitute for headla ic hazard. gop P

No spotlamp shall be useaks an auxiliary driving light on any

motor vehicle except when such spotlamp is set or adjusted soz B) WARNING LAMPS FOR MAIL DELIVERY VEHICLES. Any

icleused for mail delivery may be equipped with a flashing
mberlamp orstrobe light mounted at the highest practicable
point and showing to the front and rear that may be used only to
warn other motorists of the presence of a vehiculafitrbbzard
requiringthe exercise of unusual care in approachingrtaking
or passing when the vehicle is being used to deliver mail.

(9) WARNING LAMPS ON PUBLIC UTILITY AND COOPERATIVE
VEHICLES. Any vehicle of a public utility as defined ink96.01

therays of light are projected directly upon the road surfaee a
distancenot exceeding 150 fedirectly in front of the vehicle and
to the right ofthe center of the traveled roadwaMo spotlamp
shall project any glaring light into the eyes of approaching
driver.

(3) ADVERSEWEATHERLAMPS. (a) Any motovehicle may be
equippedwith not more than 2 adverse weattaenps which shall
be mounted on the frordf the vehicle below the level of the een (5), of a telecommunicatiorsarriet as defined in $96.01 (8m)

tersof the headlamps. . or of a cooperative associationganized under ctl85 for the

(b) Adverse weather lamps shall not be used in lieu of-heag\poseof producing or furnishing heat, light, power or water to
lampsunless absolutely necessamycase of rain, sngudust or  jts members, which by reason of its use upon a highway creates
fog and then only when a vehicle is equipped with 2 adverggenhicular trafic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual @are
weatherlamps mounted on opposite sides of flent of the 5pproachingpvertaking or passing may be equipped with a flash
vehicle and when _both such_ advers_e weather lamps are Ilght% amber lamp of the dome type or with 2 flashing amber lamps,
Wheneverany vehicle is equipped with ontne adverse weather gneshowing tathe front and one showing to the reSuch lamps
lamp, both headlamps of such vehicle shall be liglateall times  sha| be mounted approximately midway between the extremities
whensuch adverse weather lamp is lighted. of the width of the vehicle and at the highestcticable point and

(4) Back-upLamPs. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equippedshall be used only for the purpose of warning operatoxstiogér
with not more than 2 back-up lamps which shall be so directedvahiclesof thepresence of the tfaf hazard. Should such vehicle
to project a white or amber light illuminating the roadway to thiee of a type so as to make impractical the mounting of such lamps
rear of such vehicle for a distance not to exceed 75 feet. midway betweerthe extremities of the width of the vehicle then

(b) No lighted back-up lamp shall be displayed onwetjicle suchmountings shall benade at or near the upper left front and
upona highway except when such vehicle is about to bebmitigy  rearcorners of such vehicle.

driven backward. Whenever a back-up lamp is lighdedng (10) FLASHING AMBER LIGHT ON OVERSIZE VEHICLE. Any
hoursof darkness, th&il lamp or tail lamps on the vehicle dis vehicle moving on the highway pursuant to an oversize permit
playing such lighted back—-up lamp also shall be lighted. issuedunder s348.25 348.260r 348.27may be equipped with a

(5) IDENTIFICATION LAMPS ON TAXICABS AND BUSES. No person flashingamber dome light upon the cab of such vehicle or with
shalloperate a motor vehicle regularly used for transpopasy  doublefaced flashing amber light mounted along the sidesicif
sengerdor hire displayingany lighting device for identification vVehiclemounted and used when the movement is oversize.
purposesother than a single illuminated sign or lighted lamp (11) FLASHING WARNING LAMPS. (&) Any vehicle may be
mountedabove the top line of the windshield, colored whitegquippedwith lamps which mape used for the purpose of warn
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ing the operators of other vehicles of the presence of a vehiculaf2) No person shall operate upon a highway outside the corpo
traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in approachitelimits of a city or village during hours of darkness any motor
ing, overtaking or passing, and when so equipped may displahicleused for the transportation of explosives or angaank
suchwarningin addition to any other warning signals required biruck used for the transportatiasf flammable liquids or com
this section. The lamps used to display such warning to the fregmessedjases unless there is carried in such vehicle 3 red electric
shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced latedaliyernsor 3 red emeency reflectors meeting thiequirements
aspracticable, and shall display simultaneously flashing white of sub.(1). No pot torch or fusee or signal produtgdlame shall
amberlights, or any shade of color between white amber The be carried in any such vehicle. Such red egeacy reflectors
lampsused tadisplay such warning to the rear shall be mounteshallcomply with the specifications for such reflectors as set forth
atthe saméevel and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, amdinterstate commerce commission motor carrier safety regula
shall show simultaneously flashing amber or red lights, or aripns.
shadeof color between amber and red. These warning lights shall
bevisible from a distance of not less than 500 feet under norn3dl7.29 Display of warning devices for certain vehicles
atmosphericonditions at night. Directionalgnals meeting the when standing on highway . (1) Except as provided is.
requirement®f this chapter shall be used or lamps meeting the347.26(11) (b), wheneveany motor truck, motor bus, trailer or
requirementsmounted so as to comply with turn signal installasemitrailer more than 8@ichesin width or truck tractor or road
tion. tractor is left standing, whether attended unattended, during
(b) Whenever anyehicle other than an automobile, which ig1oursof darkness upon the traveled portion of any highway or the
equippedas permitted in paga), is stopped for more than 10 min shoulderadjacent thereto outside the corpotatets of a city or
uteson the traveled portion of any highway shoulder thereof, Village, the operator of such vehicle shall display the following
during hours of darkness, the driver of such vehicle shall displ#@arning devices upon the highway during the entire time the

warningsignals as required by 347.29 vehicleis so left standing and such devices shall be placed in the
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (8) (2)1983 a. 53.114 1985 a. 2041989 a. 134  following order:
3361993 a. 496 (a) A lighted fusee or lighted red electric lantern or a red emer
. . gencyreflectorshall immediately be placed at the fi@bide of
347.27 When lighted lamps required on parked the vehicle in the direction of the nearest approachingjdraff

vehicles. (1) No person shall parér leave a vehicle standing, 3 |ighted fusee was so placed, the driver shall replace such fusee
whetherattended or unattended, upon a roadway or the shoulgl@i 3 lighted pot torch o lighted red electric lantern or zerad
immediately adjacent thereto during hours of darkness unlesgyencyreflector afterthe driver has placed the warning devices
(a) Such vehicle is parked or standing where therefigiuft ~ specifiedin pars.(b) and(c) and before the fusee burns out.
artificial light to render it visible from a distance of 500 feet oris () A lighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern or a red
lawfully parked withirthe corporate limits of a city or village andemergencyeflector shall be placed approximately 100 feet from
in either case is equipped with at least one red reflector moun{gd standing vehicle in the center thfe lane occupied by such
onthe rear thereof as nearmacticable to the side of the vehicle,ehicle and toward trdic approaching in that lane.
mglggtilﬁ gr?j?/?;itt)ci)IitparseSISi?etr;Egn?Qi cggﬁgé'?r? ;;geltggg (c) One lighted pot torch or lighted red electric lantern or a red
347.19 c?r yreq P e emergencyeflector shall be placed approximately 100 feet from
' ) ) ) ) the standing vehicle in the center ttfe lane occupied by such
(b) Such vehicle displays one or more lighted lame®ting yehicle and in the opposite direction from the warning device
thefollowing requirements: _ ~ placedin accordance with paf).
1. Atleast one lamp shall display a white or amber light vis (2) Wheneverany vehicle referred to in this section is left
ible from a distance of 500 feet to the front of tehicle, and the standing,whether attended or unattended, within 500 feet of a
samelamp or at least one other lamp shall displagdalight vis  curve, hillcrestor other obstruction to viewhe warning signal in
ible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle.  thatdirection shall be so placed asfiord ample warning to other
2. The location of such lamp or lamps shall always be suabersof the highway but in no case less than 100 feet nor more
that at least one lamp or combination of lamps meetimg than500 feet from the standing vehicle.
requirementf this section is installed as near as practicable to (3) Wheneverany vehicle of a type referred to in this section
the side of the vehicle which is closest to passinditraf is left standingwhether attended or unattended, upon any-road
3. If the vehicle is equipped with 2 parking lamps and 2 tailay of a divided highway duringours of darkness, the apprepri
lamps, both parking lamps and both tail lamps shall be lightecate warning devices prescribedsibs(1) and(4) shall be placed
(2) Any lighted headlamps on a vehicle parked on a highway follows:
shallbe depressed or dimmed. (a) One shall be placed at a distance of approximately 200 feet
(3) In this section, “vehicle” includes farm tractors and selfffom the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the standing

prope“edfarm imp|ements' imp|ements of husbandﬂyimaj_ vehicleand in the direction of trat approaching in that Iane;

drawnvehicles and road machinery (b) One shall be placeat a distance of approximately 100 feet
from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the vehicle

347.28 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warn - andin the direction of trdic approaching in that lane;

ing devices. (1) No person shall operate a motor truckrator (c) One shall be placed at the fiafside of the vehicland

busmore than 80 inches in widtr a truck tractor or road tractor approximatelyl0 feetfrom the vehicle in the direction of the near
on any highway outside the corporate limits of a cityitlage estapproaching tréi.
during hoursof darkness unless such vehicle carries in a place (4) No operator of a motor vehicle used in the transportation
readily accessible to the driver the following warning devices: of explosives, or of a cgo tank truck used for the transportation
(a) Atleast 3 pot torchesr 3 red electric lanterns or 3 red emerof any flammable liquid or compressed flammatpe shall use
gencyreflectors, each of which shall bapable of being seen andany flame-producing emgency signal foprotecting any such
distinguishedat adistance of at least 600 feet under normal atmogehicle. In lieu thereof, red electric lanterns or red eyeacy
phericconditions during hours of darkness. If pmthes are car reflectors shall beised, the placement of which shall be in the
ried in lieu of red electric lanterngt least 3 red—burning fuseessameorder and manner as prescribed in s(sto (3).

shallbe carried in addition to such pot torches; and (5) Wheneverany vehicle of a type referred to in this section
(b) At least 2 red—cloth flagsiotless than 12 inches squarejs left standing at any place mentioned in this section at times other
with standards to support such flags. than during hours of darkness, the operator of the vehicle shall dis
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play 2 red flags upotheroadway in the lane of tfdd occupied ing the combination of towing vehicle and towed vehicle to a stop
by the standing vehicle, one atdistance of approximately 100asprovided in s347.36 (1)

feetin advance of the vehicle and one at a distance of approxi (b) Every full trailef semitrailer pole trailer or other towed
mately 100 feet to the rear of the vehicle. vehicle required to be equipped with brakes shall be equipped

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, esdegency with brake systems of such design and type, and capable of meet
reflectorsand flags to be displayed as required in this section sHalj such performance standards, as establishedileyof the
conformwith the requirements of 847.28 department.

(7) This section does not apply to vehicles standing on & high (c) This subsectionloes not apply to farm trailers or todis
way in compliance with trdiic regulations or the directions of aabledvehicles while being towed to a place of repair or to automo
traffic officer or oficial traffic sign or signal. bilesor trucks whilebeing towed or being transported pursuant to

History: 1991 a. 316 s.341.47 (1) (b)

A—FCI%?; 2’2""(;\‘/"23 d‘;”é’g’(g)lgﬁvﬁ‘lpgg)aﬁ’é%f” ciyorthland Ins. Co..vAvis Rent- (4) MosiLe HomES. No persorshall manufacture and no per
sonshall sell a mobile home in this state unless such mobile home

347.30 Penalty for violating lighting equipment is equipped with brakes adequate to control the movement of and

requirements. (1) Any person violating $347.060r 347.13 0 Stop and hold it. No person shall operate on a higramgy

(2), (3) or(4) may be required to forfeit ntss than $10 nor more mobile home registered as a 1940 or later year model unless such

than$20 forthe first ofense and not less than $25 nor more thdfoPile home is equipped with brakes adequate to control the

$50for the 2nd or subsequent conviction within a year movemenf and to stop and hold it.

(2) Any person violating s847.03347.07t0347.12347.13 __(9) IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY. (@) No person may operate

; : n a highway any self-propelled implement of husbandry
%)r?:%g'&:gg%i%g?may be required to forfeit not less than $1Qnanufacturedafter February 1, 1985, unless the vehicle is

History: 1971 c. 278 equippedwith brakes or other stopping deviagequate to control
the movement of and to stop and hold the implement of hushandry
THER EOUIPMENT (b) Every self-propelled implement of husbandry required to
© QU be equipped with brakes or other stopping device shall
equippedwith brakes or a stopping device that meets desige,
347.35 Brakes. (1) MOTORVEHICLES. No person shall oper o performance standards established bydéygartment by rule.
ateany motor vehicle, other than a moped or motorcycle, UpORge ryle of the department under this paragraph shall comply with

highway unless such motor vehide equipped with brakes ade e gpplicable standard establishleyl the American society of
quateto control the movement of anddtwp and hold such vehicle agriculturalengineers.

and capableof meeting the performance specifications under Siisiory: 1977 c. 265.1654 (7) (€)1979 c. 1631983 a. 124243 244 1985a.
347.36 There shall be 2 separate means of applying the brakess,

hof which hall befettive t ly théorakes to at
PacTio wiich means shall betettive to apply rakes fo & 347.36 Performance ability of brakes. (1) Brakeson

Iea(slti)wlzr:;ills,\l.e BRAKES. Every such vehicle and combination 0p1otor vehicles andrakes on combinations of vehicles shall be
vehicles, except mopéds ar?:jyp’e 1 motorcycles, shall be capableof bringing the vehicle or combination of vehiclesato

T . o top,under normal conditions, within 58et when traveling at a
equippedwith parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on a§ eedof 20 miles per hour
gradeon which it is operated, under all conditions of loading 3) Al ired brak hall b intained i d i
a surface fresfrom snow ice or loose material. The parking_ (3) All required brakes shall be maintained in good working
brakesshall be capable of being applied by the divenuscular ©9€'-
effort or by spring action or by equivalent means. Their operatiorf'>©": 1983 a. 243
may be assisted by the service brakes or other source of power By 37 Brake fluid, sale regulation. (1) After January 1,
vided thatfailure of the service brake actuation system or othegyeg, no hydraulic brake fluid for use in motor vehicballbe
powerassisting mechanism will not prevent the parking brakeg|din this state if such brake fluid is below the minimum standard
from being applied. Thparking brakes shall be so designed thaf specifications established by the society of automotive- engi
whenonce appliedhey shall remain applied with the requirecheersfor heavy duty type brake fluid No. 70R1atater designa
eﬁectlvenessiesplte exhaustion of any source of ggear leak _ tor for an improved product.
ageof any kind. The same brake drums, brake shoes and lining2) Al manufacturers of brake fluids sellisgch fluids in
assemblieshrake shoe anchors and mechanical brake shoe acifgsconsinshall state on thienmediate containers in which such

tion mechanism normallgssociateavith the wheel brake assem fiq s packaged that the fluid therein meets or exceeds the speci
blies may be used for both the service brakes and the parkfgitionsunder sub(l).

brakes. If the means oépplying the parking brakes and the ser

vice brakes are connected in any winey shalbe so constructed 347.38 Horns and warning devices. (1) No person shall
that failure of any one part shall not leave the vehicle withogheratea motor vehicle upon a highway unless such motor vehicle
operativebrakes. is equipped with a horn in good working order and capable of

(2) MoPEDSAND MOTORCYCLES. No person may operate aemitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance
mopedor motorcycle upom highway unless the moped or metorof not less than 200 feet, but no person shalhgttime use a horn
cycleis equipped with at least one brake capable of meeting thtberwisethan as a reasonabi@rning or make any unnecessary
performancespecifications set forth in 847.36 The brake may or unreasonably loud or harsh sound by means of a hather
be designed to be operated either by hand or by foot. warningdevice.

(3) TRAILERS,SEMITRAILERSAND TOWEDVEHICLES. (a) Except (2) Exceptas otherwise provided in this section, no vehicle
asprovided in param), no person shall operate on a highway arghallbe equipped with nor shall any person use upon a veingle
trailer, semitrailer or other towed vehicle havimgross weight of sirenor compression or exhaust whistle.

3,000 pounds or more and manufactured after January 1, 1942(3) Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signal
unlesssuch vehiclds equipped with brakes adequate to contraleviceif such device is so arrangétht it cannot be used by the
the movement of and to stop and hold it. driver as an ordinary warning signal.

(am) A motor vehicle may be towed without being equipped (4) An authorized emegency vehicle shalbbe equipped with
with brakes as provided in péa) if the gross weight of the towed a siren, but such siren shall not bged except when such vehicle
vehicleis not more than 40% of the gross weight oftth@ing is operated in response to an egagrcy call or in the immediate
vehicleand the brakes on the towing vehicle are capable of-brirmursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the,lawwhich
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eventsthe driverof such vehicle shall sound the siren when reaircumventingthe operation of the ignition interlock devigader
sonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers.  sub.(1) and s343.10 (5) (a) 3.

History: 1991 a. 2771993 a. 213
347.39 Mufflers. (1) No person shall operate on a highway
any motor vehicle subject to registration unless such motd47.415 Odometer tampering. (1) No person shall, either
vehicleis equipped with an adequate fferfin constant operation personallyor through an agent, remove, replace, disconress,
and properly maintained to prevent any excessivenusual noise tamperwith, alter or fail to connect the odometer of any motor
or annoying smoke. This subsection also applies to motowehicle with the intent to change orfa€t the number of miles
bicycles. indicatedthereon.

(2) No mufier or exhaust system on amghicle mentioned in  (2) No person mayperate a motor vehicle subject to registra
sub.(1) shall be equipped with@utout, bypass or similar devicetion under ch341 onany street or highway with knowledge that
nor shall there be installed in tlexhaust system of any suchthe odometer is removed, disconnected or nonfunctional. An

vehicleany device to ignitexhaust gases so as to produce flamgemptionmay be provided if parts are on back order to correct
within or without the exhaust system. No pershall modify the 3 nonfunctional odometer

exhaustystem ofany such motor vehicle in a manner which will

amplify or increasehe noise emitted by the motor of such vehicle (3?I No person may ﬁ_d\:]ertlse for sale, sell, use, install, or have
abovethat emitted by the mfliér originally installed on the installedany device which causes an odometer to register any

vehicle, and such original méiér shall comply with all the mileage_other than_the true_mileage driven. For purposes of this
require’ments)f this section subsectionitrue mileage driven” means that mileage traveled by
(3) In this section “mu‘fér" means a device consisting of thevehicle as measured and recorded byotfemeter within the

seriesof chambers dbafle plates or other mechanical design ngnanufacturer slesign toleran(_:e. ) )
receivingexhaust gases from an internal combustion engine and(4) NO person shall conspire with any other person to violate
which is efective in reducing noise. sub.(1), (2) or (3).
History: 1983 a. 243 (5) Nothingin this section shall prevent the service, repair or
replacementof an odometerprovided the mileagéndicated
347.40 Mirrors. (1) No person shall operate anyotor thereonremainsthe same as before the service, repair or replace
vehicle upon a highway unless such vehicleeguipped with a ment. Where the odometer is incapable of registering the same
for a distance of 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle. ter shall be adjusted to read zero, and a written notice shall be
(2) No person shall operate orhighway any school bus hav attachedby theowner or an agent, to the left door frame of the
ing a passenger—carrying capacity of 1@nmre persons including vehicle,or other location as prescribed tne department, speci
the operator unless such bus is equipped willea@t one mirror fying the mileage prior to service, repair or replacement of the
Wh|Ch Is7 |nCheS n d|ameter SO |Ocam1t0 enable the Operatorodometerand the date on Wthh |t was Serviced, repaired or
to seea reflection of the road from the entire front bumper fO”Narr‘éplaced. No person maywith intent to defraud, remove or alter
to a point where direct observation is possible. sucha notice so diked. No person who services, repairs or
(3) No person may operate or permit the operatiomy replacesan odometethat is incapable of registering the same
motorbus on a highway unless the bus is equipped watitside mileageas before such service, repair or replacement may fail to

rearviewmirrors, one to the right and one to the ¢éfthe operator agjustthe odometer to read zero or fail to attach the notice required
Eachmirror shall have not less than 50 square inches of-ungf this subsection.

structedreflective surface andhall be firmly supported and “history: 1975 c. 121199 1977 c. 285.1654 (7) (2)1993 a. 159
adjustablégo give theoperator a clear view past both the right and

left rear of the bus. 347.417 Immobilization device tampering. (1) No per
History: 1975 c. 841987 a. 235 sonmay remove, disconnect, tamper with or otherwise circum
vent the operation of any immobilization device installied
responseo a court order under346.65 (6) This subsection does
not apply to the removal of an immobilization device purstant

with reasonable accuracy registers the speed of the vehicle, ex rt order or to necessary repairs to a malfunctioning immobi
thatmotor trucks or truck tractors may be equipped with tachom& tion device. i . .
tersor any other devices that indicate speed and motor vehicles(2) The department shall design a warning label which shall
transportecpursuant and in compliance witi3&1.47 (1) (bpnd beafiixed by the owner of each immobilization device before the
(c) may be equipped with a governor of speed of a type whigRviceis used to immobilize any motor vehicle unde845.65
restrictsspeed and which is set at a level equal to or below the lith). The label shalprovide notice of the penalties for removing,
its of 55 miles per hour in lieu of a speedometer disconnectingtampering with or otherwise circumventing the

History: 1983 a. 54 operationof the immobilization device.

History: 1991 a. 277

347.41 Speed indicators. No person shall operate on a high
way any motor vehicle primarily designed for use updighway
unlesssuch motor vehicle is equipped wihspeedometer which

347.413 |Ignition interlock device tampering. (1) No
personmay remove, disconnect, tamper with or otherwise ci847.42 Windshield wipers. No person mayperate on a
cumventthe operation of an ignition interlock device instailed highwayany motor vehicle equipped with a windshield, except a
responseo the court order under 346.65 (6) This subsection mopedor Type 1 motorcycle, unlesthe motor vehicle also is
doesnot apply to the removal of an ignition interlock device upagquippedwith a device for cleaning rain, snow or other moisture
the expiration of the order requiring the motor vehicle to be $gym the windshield. The device shall be so constructed as to be
equippedor to necessary repairs to a malfunctioniggition  controlledor operatedy the operator of the vehicle and shall at
interlock device by a person authorized by the department. 5| times be maintained in good working order
(2) Thedepartment shall promulgate a rule establishing specCiHistory: 1979 c. 1631983 a. 2431985 a. 65
fications and requirements for approved types of ignition inter
lock devices and their calibration, installation and maintenancg47.43 Safety glass. (1) No person mayperate upon a
(3) Thedepartment shall design a warning label which shalighwayany motor vehicle manufactured after January 1, 1936,
be affixed to eachignition interlock device upon installation. Theunlesssuch motor vehicle is equipped with safety glaksrever
label shall provide noticef the penalties for tampering with orglassis usedhereon in partitions, doors, windows or windshields.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.39(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/243
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/84
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/235
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/341.47(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/341.47(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/54
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.65(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.413(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/343.10(5)(a)3.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/277
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/213
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/ch.%20341
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.415(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.415(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.415(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/121
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/199
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/159
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.65(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.65(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/346.65(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/277
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/163
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/243
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/65

11 Updated 97-98Wis. Stats. Database EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES 347.46

(2) No person shall sell any new motor vehicle unless such (b) Tire chains of reasonable proportianay be used on any
vehicle is equipped with safety glass in accordance with thehiclewhen required for safety because of srioevor other con
requirement®f sub.(1). ditionstending to cause a vehicle to skid.

(3) In this section, “safety glassheans glass so treated or (c) A pneumatic tire may have embedded in it wire or wire
combinedwith other materials as to reduce, in comparison wittoils for improving tractioron ice and snowbut such tire shall be
ordinarysheet glass or plate glass, the likelihoothpfry to per  soconstructed that the per cent of wire or wire coils in contact with
sonsby objects from external sources or by such glass wten ithe roadway does not exceed, after the first 1,000 miles of use or
struck,cracked or broken. operation,5% ofthe total tire area in contact with the roadway

(4) If a common carrieor person operating under a permit oPuring the first1,000 miles of use or operation of any such tire the
certificateissued by the departmeistconvicted of operating a Wire or wire coils in contact with the roadwafall not exceed
vehiclein violation of this section, the department may suspeR®% of the total tire area in contact with theadway Tires
or revoke the permit or certificate until such time as the vehicle Heguippedwith tungsten carbide studs shall be limited in usage
beenequipped with safety glass as required by this section. designas follows:

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (9) (f) 1981 c. 3471985 a. 1871993 a. 16 1. The department shall, by rule, designate the times of year
L ) duringwhich any type of tire described in this paragraph may be
347.44 Painting requirements for school  buses;, | sed.
resclons 25 16, paning of oter vehices. () Al 5. such ures may based only on authorzed ergency
. . : . vehicles,school buses, vehicles used to delivail and automo
(a) With the exception of trim, the bodycluding hood, fend - ijeswith out-of-state registrations and then only if such automo

ers,cowl and roof shall be painted a uniform cofwational school e isin the course of passing through this state for a period of not
busglossy yellowaccording to national institute of standards angyorethan 30 days.

technologyspecifications; 3. Such studs shall not project more than one—eighth inch
(b) The body trim, if used, shall bg black; and beyondthe tread surface of thpe tJire. g
_(¢) The words, “"SCHOOL BUS", iblack letters at least 8  (3) The authority in chage ofmaintenance of the highway in
incheshigh shall appear on bothe front and rear of the uppergyestionmay; in its discretion, issue a special permit authorizing
body area or on a sign attached thereto. operationupon such highway ofeehicle the operation of which
(2) A motor vehicle described in 340.01 (56)b) may but  would otherwise be prohibited under this section.
neednot, comply with sub(1). If the motor vehicle complles with (4) No person shall knowingly operate on any highway any
sub.(1), the vehicle shall comply with other regulatioe&ting  yehicleon which any tire has been regroowedecut or der such
to school buses prescribed by the department by rule. tire for sale or exchange. This subsection shall not apply to
(3) No person may paint or in any way designate a motgsgroovedor recut commercial vehicle tireghich are designed
vehiclein the manner described in sulh) except as expressly andconstructed in such a manner that regrooving or recugting
authorizedby this section. anacceptable and safe practice, nor does this subsection apply to
(4) When a motor vehicle in compliance with sufd), s. regroovingor recutting done in a tire recapping process.
347.25(2), and the rules of the department relating to school bugtistory: 1973 c. 3381977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1985 a. 1871997 a. 102
equipments no longer operated asschool bus, the registration L . )
of the motor vehicle for anothgurpose may not be permitted347-455 Modifications to height of vehicle. (1) Except
until the owner: as further provided irthis section, no person may operate any
(a) Physically removes the signs identifying the vehicle asg%ﬂgf&@;gﬁﬁhgﬁgoncﬂggiit'sogf t?]aev\?e?ﬁgg Tvﬂ%itgz;gges;ﬁy
:gﬁ(i)p%t:aunsésthtﬁ;I?jgt;a:terﬂglr:te(rjng Sggc?f?/ t()i)?l?lg;?ncg other portion of the vehicle to ride more than 4 inches above the height

(b) Repaints the entire vehicle to a color other thational of the vehicle specified by the manufactur@ihe height of the

vehicle shall be measured from the level surface on which the
schoolbus glossy yellow or any color commonly referred t0 aspicle stands.

yellow. e .
History: 1975 c. 121199, 224,429, 1977 . 28,1654 (7) (€)1977 c. 2281979 . (2) If the modification is for the purpose of strengthening or
c.221; 1983 a. 1751985 a. 2871989 a. 165 improving handling, modifications may be made to the suspen

sionsystemaxles or chassis of a 4-wheel drive vehicle or a motor
347.45 Tire equipment. (1) All automobiles, motor trucks, truck which has a gross weight of not more than 8,000 pounds
motor buses, trucktractors, trailers, semitrailers and mobilavhich cause the vehicle to ride 5 or less inchksve the height
homes when operated upon a highway shall be completelyf the vehicle specified by the manufacturdihe height of the
equippedwith tires inflated withcompressed air and all othervehicle shall be measured from the level surface on which the
motor vehicles when operated on a highway shall be equippéshicle stands.

with tires of rubber or of some material or construction of equal (3) A 4-wheel drive vehicle or a motor truck which has a gross
resiliency. No person may operate on a highway any mot@feightof not more than 8,000 pounds may be modified to use a
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or mobile home havilgly metal tire tjre and wheel size which exceeds the wheel and tire size specified
in contact with the roadwagxcept that tire chains of reasonabl%y the manufacturer for the vehicle by up to 4 inches in radius.
proportionsmay be used when required for safety because of(4) No person may operate any vehiolea highway if modi

show,ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to Skif?cations have been made to the suspersystem, axles, chassis
andexcept as provided in su2) (c). o or exhaust system of the vehicle whichuse any portion of the
_(2) No person shall operate on a highveayy vehicle, includ yehicle, except theires, to extend below lines drawn from the-bot
ing farm tractors, self-propelled fanmplements, implements of {om of each wheel rim to the points of contact between the tires

husbandryanimal-drawn vehicles and road machinérguch on the opposite side and opposite end of the vehiutkthe level
vehicle has on the periphery of any of its tires any block, stugyrfaceon which the vehicle stands.

flange, cleat, spikeor other protuberance of any material other pistory: 1981 c. 2161993 a. 165

thanrubber which projects beyond the tread of the traction surface

of the tire, except that: 347.46 Fenders and mudguards. (1) No person shall
(a) Farm tractors, self-propelled farm implements, imple@peratea vehicle of the tractor type @nhighway unless the dfiv

mentsof husbandryanimal—-drawn vehicleand road machinery ing wheels of such vehicle are protected by suitable fenders.

may be operated with metaires or tires having protuberances (2) No person shall operate on a highway in intercity move

which will not injure the highway; and mentany privately owned motor truck grivately owned sermi
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trailer drawn by a truck tractqrexcept those motor trucks andfrom or to Wisconsin residents unless the vehislequipped with
semitrailersequipped with dump bodies, unless such motor trusafetybelts installed for use as required und@rCFR 571and
or semitrailer is equipped with rear fenders or mudguards of suahisuch vehicle may be operated in this statkess such belts
materialand so constructed and placed as to restrizgtminimum remaininstalled.

the splashing of watermud orother material which may be (b) No person may bygell, lease, trade or transfer an automo
thrownby therear wheels. Such rear fenders or mudguards shglk that is required undei9 CFR 5710 beequipped with safety
meetthe following minimum specifications: . _beltsfrom or to a resident of this state unless the front designated
~ (a) The fenders or mudguards shall cover the tire or multigeatingpositions of the automobile are equipped with safety belts
tiresthey are protecting starting at the top from a line drawn-vergstalledfor use as required undé® CFR 571and unless each
cally through the center of the axle and extending rearward & outboard designated seating position of the automobile is
downwardso that the fender or mudguard under any condition eqyippedaith a safety belt consisting of a combination pidvic
operationor loading of the vehicle has a ground clearance of ngtqpner torso restraint that conforms to standards fopa Z
morethan one third of the horizontal distance from center of ¢o, et assembly undd® CFR 571.20%nd no automobile may

the rearmost axle to the fender or mudguard; be operated in this state unless such belts remain installed- Noth
(b) The fenders or mudguards shall be at leastids as the ing in this section applies to antique reproductions.

tire or multiple tlres t_hey are protectlng, (2) TyPE AND MANNER OF INSTALLING. All such safety belts

(c) If the vehicle is so designed and constructed that the rggistbe of a type and must be installed in a manner approved by
wheelsare covered in the manner specified in p@gand(b) by  {he department. Thdepartment shall establish specifications and
meansof fenders, body constructiam other means of enclosure o irementsfor approved types of safebelts and attachments
thenno special mudguards arequired. Otherwise, the vehiCley, o et The department will accept, as approved, all seat belt
shallbe equipped with special mudguardsfte extent necessary jqia|jationsand the beland anchor meeting the society of auto
to meet the requirements of paga) and(b). motive engineers’ specifications.

347.47 Drawbars, trailer hitches and mobile home (2m) REQUIRED USE. (a) In this subsection, “properly
couplings. (1) No person shall operate a vehicle towing ofeStrained’means wearing a safetglt approved by the depart
drawinganother vehicle or vehicles on a highway if the drawbentunder sub(2) and fastened in a manner prescribed by the

or other connection between any 2 vehicles exceeds 12 feeffanufactureof the safety belt which permits the safety betidb
length. asa body restraint.

(2) No person shall operatenaotor vehicle drawing a trailer ~ (0) If @ motor vehicle is required to be equipped with safety
semitraileror mobile home upon a highway unless the hitch afgltsin this state, no person may operate that motor vehicle unless
couplingattaching the traileisemitrailer or mobile home to thethe person is properly restrained in a safety belt.
vehicle by which it is drawn is of such construction as to cause(c) If a motor vehicle is requiretb be equipped with safety
suchtrailer, semitrailer or mobile home to follow in direct linebeltsin this state, no person may operate that motor vehicle unless
with the propelling vehiclewithout dangerous side swing orheor she reasonably believes that epabsenger who is at least
wobble. The hitch and coupling, the surface to which they areyears old and not more than 15 years old and who is seated at a
attachedand the connections, shall be offimiént strengthto  designatedseating position in the front seat required unier
preventfailure under all conditions of operation. Thitch is that CFR571to have a safety belt installed or at a designated seating

part of the connecting mechanism, includitige coupling plat positionin the seats, other than the front seats, for which a-shoul
form and its attaching members or weldments, which is attachgg} harness has been installed is properly restrained.

to the towing vehicle. The coupling is that part of ¢banecting
mechanismincluding the coupling and its attaching members or . % . . ’ .
weldmentshich is attached to the trailer or mobile home and (£ 511 this state, no person wimat least 4 years old and who is

; L ; . tedat a designateseating position in the front seat required
which connection is made to the hitch. If a device is used betwesiy: ; .
thetrailer proper and the coupling such as a pole, such dehade 11der49 CFR 571 have a safety belt installed or atesignated
alsomeet the requirements of this section. ' seatingposition in the seats, other than the front seats, for which

(3) In addition to the hitch and coupling specified in s@b, a shoulder harness has been installed may be a passenger in that

every towed vehicle shall be coupled to the towing vehicle bryotorvehlcle unless the person is properly restrained.

meansof safety chains, leveling bars or cables. This requirement(dm) Paragraphg), (c) and(d) do not apply to the operation
doesnot apply to a semitrailer having a connecting dewme  ©f @n authorized emgency vehicle by a law enforcementicgr
posedof a 5th wheel and kingpi@ssemblynor to a pole or pipe ©F other authorized operator under circumstances in which com
dolly. The safety chains, leveling bars or cables shall have oRiance could endanger the safety of the operator or another
the necessary slack to permit proper turning and safety chains oidr) Paragraplib) does not apply to the operator of a vehicle
cablesshall beso connected to the towed and towing vehicle twhile on a route which requires the operator to nrakee than 10
prevent the drawbar fromiroppingto the ground if the hitch or stopsper mile involving an exirom the vehicle in the scope of
couplingdisengages. Wo separate lengths of safety chain, levehis or her employment. Paragrape$and(d) do not apply to a
ing bars or cable shall be required on all trailers and mobile homgsssengewnhile on a route whichequires the passenger to make
howeverthe department may authorize useswth other appro  more than 10 stops per mile involving an exit from the vehicle in
priate equipment or methods approved by nationally recognizggk scope of his or her employment.

organizationswhich recommend safety standards for motor (e) The departmerghall, by rule, exempt from the require

vehicles. . o . . mentsunder pargb) to (d) persons who, because of a physical or
(4) Trailer, semitrailer and mobile home couplings and thgedicalcondition, cannot be properly restrainecaisafety belt.
safetychains, leveling bars or cables shall be of such minimum (f) 1. This subsection does not apply if the motor vehicle is a

strengthdesign and type as established by published rule of tt'%l'?(icabor is not required to be equipped with safety belts under

(d) If a motor vehicle is required to be equipped with safety

department.
History: 1971 c. 881977 c. 29%s.1654 (7) (€)1979 c. 34 sub.(1) or49 CFR 571 _
2. Thissubsection does not apply to a privately owned motor
347.48 Safety belts and child safety restraint systems. vehicle while being operated by a rural letter carrier for the -deliv

(1) SAFeTY BELTSREQUIRED. (@) No person may bugell,lease, ery of mail or while being operated by a delivgrgrson for the
tradeor transfer a motor vehicle other than an automobile at re@dlivery of newspapers or periodicals.

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.46(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.46(2)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.46(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.46(2)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.47(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/88
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571.209
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(2m)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/347.48(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cfr/49%20CFR%20571

13 Updated 97-98Wis. Stats. Database EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES 347.487

3. This subsection does not appdya motor vehicle while requiredto be equipped with safety belts under gipor49 CFR
beingoperated by a land surveying crew whiducting a land 571
surveyalong or upon the highway (d) Evidence of compliance or failure to comply with.gay

7. This subsection does not apply to a farm truck or dual pis admissible in any civil action for personal injuries or property
posefarm truck whilebeing used in conjunction with the plantingdamageresulting from the use or operation of a motor vetiale
or harvesting of crops and nbeing operated upon the highwayfailure to comply with par(a) does not by itself constitute negli

(g) Evidence of compliance or failure to comply with. gy, =~ 9€nce.

- i i L History: 1975 c. 3371977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) 1981 c. 3271983 a. 2851987
(c) or (d) is admissible in any civil action for personal injuries of, /5¢%3 55 11 1967 5 3991989 a. 22(139(‘11) a. 2639, 19% 269, 1997 %0

propertydamage resulting from the use or operation of a MotOkee note to 895.045, citing FoleyGity of West Allis, 1.3 W (2d) 475, 335 NW
vehicle. Notwithstanding s895.045 with respecto injuries or (2d) 824 (1983).

i i A common law action for contribution may not be brought against a person who
damagesletermined to have been caused by a failumoply ;0" om) (o). Gaertner Molcka, 219 W (2d) 436, 580 NW (2d) 271 (1998).

with par (b), (c) or(d), such a failure shall not reduce the recovery a statute requiring the wearing of seat belts in motor vehicles would be constitu
for those injuries or damages by more than 15%. This paragrépial. 58 Atty. Gen. 241.

doesnot afect the determinatiomf causal negligence in the The seat belt defense—state of the. lairchet 53 MLR 172.
action The seat belt defense—the trial lawgeriew Bowman, 53 MLR 191.

. . . Practical defense problems—the expgeview Huelke, 53 MLR 203.
(gm) Notwithstanding s349.02 a law enforcement fier The seat belt as a cause of injuSnyder53 MLR 21L.

may not stop or inspect a vehicle solédydetermine compliance
with this subsection or sufil) or (2) or a local ordinance in cen 347.485 Protective headgear for use on T ype 1 motor -
formity with this subsection, sufi) or (2) or rules of the depart cycles. (1) (a) No personwho holds an instructional permit
ment. This paragraph does rishit the authority of a law enforee unders.343.07 (4)or who is under 18 years of age naperate
mentofficer to issue a citation for a violation of this subsection @f ride upon a ¥pe 1 motorcycle on any highway unless the per
sub.(1) or(2) or a local ordinance in conformity with this subsecsonis wearing protective headgear of a type which meetsiine
tion, sub. (1) or (2) or rules of the department observedtie dardsesta_blished for motorcycle operation4f CFR 571.218
courseof a stop or inspection made for other purposes, except tAadthe chin strap is properly fastened.
alaw enforcement €iter may not take a person into physical-cus (am) No person may operate goe 1motorcycle when carry
tody solely fora violation of this subsection or suf) or (2) or ing a passenger under 18 years of aigess the passenger is wear
alocal ordinance in conformity with th&bsection, sul§l) or(2) ing protective headgear
or rules of the department. (b) No person may sell orfef for sale any protective headgear
(3m) SAFETY BELT INFORMATION PROGRAM. The department for use by a driveor passenger on gfde 1 motorcycle, not meet
shalldevelop and administer a public information program te pring the standards established for motorcycle operatid@ iGFR
motesafety belt awareness and use. 571.218

(4) CHILD SAFETY RESTRAINT SYSTEMSREQUIRED; STANDARDS; (2) No person may operate a motorcycle on any highway
EXEMPTIONS. () 1. No person may transport a child undeatfee unlesssuch person is wearing eye protection as follows: (&) pro
of 4 in a motor vehicle unless the chigdproperly restrained in a tectiveface shield attached to the headgeai(b) glasses or (c)
child safety restraint system approusdthe department. In this goggles. Exceptfor photosensitive corrective glasses prescribed
subdivision, “properly restrained” means fastenieda manner by an ophthalmologist, physician, oculist or optometrist, eye
prescribedby the manufacturer of the systevhich permits the protectionworn during hours of darkness may not be tinted or
systemto act as a body restraint but doms include a system in darkened.|If the vehicle is a jipe 2 motorcycle equipped with
which the only body restraint is a safety belt of the type requiré@ndshieldor a ype 1 motorcycle equipped withveindshield
undersub.(1).” The department shall, by rule, establish standar@&ich rises a minimum of 15 inches above the handjebaruse
in compliance withapplicable federal standards for approve@f other eye protective devices is not mandatdityis subsection
typesof child safety restraint systems for those child restraint syaallnot apply to persons operating a motorcycle in a parade sanc
temspurchased after November 1, 1982. tionedby the local municipality

2. No person may transport a child who is at least 4 years old(3) No person mayent, lease or loan g/f¥e 1 motorcycle to
butless than §ears old in a motor vehicle unless the child is proghotherunless he or she has ascertaitteat such party has the
erly restrained in a child safety restraint system approved by figéuiredeye protection andf, the party holds an instructional per
departmentunder subdi. or in asafety belt approved by the Mit under s343.07 (4)or is under 18 years of age, that the party
departmentunder sub.(2). In this subdivision, “properly hasthe requirecprotective headgear for operating thgpd 1

restrained” means fastened im manner prescribed by theMotorcycle. . .
manufactureof thesystem which permits the system to act as a (4) Every person in the ype 1 motorcycle rental business
body restraint. shall h_ave clean, usable protectireadgear for rent in didient

3. Notwithstanding subd4. and2., a person othethanthe ~duantityto care for the needs of all customers.
operatorof a motor vehicle transporting a child required to bg Ge'o: 1977 ¢ 261654 (7)€} 1977 ¢. 204447, 1983 a. 13243 538 1985
properlyrestrained under subdl. or 2. may temporarily remove  Theoperators of three—wheeled trucks, automobiles, golf carts, and other special

a child from a safety restraint system to attend to the persoﬁﬁ'posevehicles such as street sweepers, industrial fork-lift trucks, and motorized
wheelbarrowsare not required to have special drivéicenses or wear crash helmets

needsof the child under all of the following conditions: andgoggles. 58 AttyGen. 17.
a. When the child safety restraint system is attathedback )
passengeseat. 347.486 General requirements. (1) No person may oper

_ When th i h 1 I is atea Type 1 motorcycle if the handlegrips of the handlebars rise
sea?edn aetr)wat(:kepp;esrsgggaet:esrggg to the clsilpérsonal needs is morethan 30 inches abotke lowest point of the top of the div
c. When the person physically restrains the child Wh”eersseat when the seatis occupied. .
attendingto the childs personal needs. _(2) No person may operate a/fie 1 motorcycle with an
improvised,defective or repaired handlebar

(b) The department maypy rule, exempt from the require . -
mentsunder par(a) any child who because ofhysical or medi u(1"f3I)erN0 person may operate a motorcycle without a functioning

cal condition or body size cannot be placed in a child safer‘R/HiSwry: 1979 ¢. 1631983 a. 2431985 a. 65
restraintsystem or safety belt.

(c) This subsection does not apply if the motor vehicle is347.487 Seating requirements. Except as provided in s.
motor bus, school bus, taxicab, moped, motorcycle or is n®46.595(3m), no more than 2 persons may ride ory@eTl motor
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cycle during operation, and then onlythe vehicle is equipped (2) No persorshall transport in or on any motor vehicle, trailer
anddesigned with adequate seats and foot cegiegs. Foot rests or semitrailer upora highway any flammable liquid except by
or pegs shall be mountedascordancevith manufacturés spee tankmounted on oattached to or structurally a part of such motor
ifications. In the absence of manufactusespecifications, foot vehicle,trailer or semitrailer and which is plainly marked to show
restsor pegs for the passengdrall be located on the same horithatflammable liquids are being transported therein.
zontalplane as those of the operator (3) This section does not apply mnsportation of flammable
History: 1983 a. 2431985 a. 65 liquids as freight only by the consumer from the place of purchase
. to the place of consumption if such liquids are transported in
347.488 Moped equipment. No person may opera® qruymsor other containers having a capacity of not more than 100
mopedunless: S o gallonseach and if the total amount of such liquidéransported
(1) Themoped complies with all federal emissiequipment in any one vehicle or combination of vehicles deesexceed 500
andsafety standards applicable at the time of manufacture; gallons.
(2) Noneof the original equipment installed on the moped b . o
the manufacturer has been replaced with equipment of Ipsser 347.50 Penalties. (1) Any person violatingss.347.35t0
formancecharacteristics; and 347.49 except s347.413 (1)or s.347.415 (1)(2) and(3) to (5)
(3) The performance characteristics of the moped haoe ©OF S-347.417 (1)rs.347.48 (2mpr (4) (a)or s.347.489 may be

been alteredso as to enable it to exceed the maximum desigfauiredto forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $200.

speedauthorized for a moped under3€0.01 (29m) (1s) Any person violatings.347.413 (1)or 347.417 (1may
History: 1977 c. 288 berequired to forfeit not less than $150 nor more than $600 for the

first offense. For a 2nd or subsequent conviction within 5 years,
347.489 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles and theperson may be fined not less than $300more than $1,000
motor bicycles. (1) No person may operate a bicycle or motoor imprisoned for not more than 6 months or both.
bicycle upon ahighway sidewalk, bicycle lane or bicycle way (2) Any person violating $347.415 (1)(2) and(3) to (5) may
during hours of darkness unless the bicycle or motor bicigcle befined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned formote than one
equippedwith or the operator is wearirgglamp emitting a white yearin the county jail, or both, for each violation.
light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet toftbat of the (2m) (a) Any person who violates 847.48 (2m) (bjpr (c)

bicycle or motor bicycle. A bicycle or motor bicycle shall also bgq any person 16 years of ageader who violates $347.48
equippedwith ared reflector that has a diameter of at least 2 inch(-:g‘,n) (d) may be required to forfeit $10.

of surface area on the rear so mountedraaiitained as to be vis (b) No forfeiture may be assessed for a violation 8#3.48

ible from all distances frori0 to 500 feet to the rear when directly2m) (d)if the violator is less than 16 years of age whemnflemse
in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicl CCUrS.

A lamp emitting a red dtashing amber light visible from a dis I
tanceof 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to but not jn (3) (&) Any person violating s347.48 (4) (a) 1may be

lieu of the red reflector requiredto forfeit not less than $30 nor more than $75.

(2) No person may operate a bicycle or motor bicycle upon a (b) No forfeiture may be assessed gnder(p:)_trf: .
highway, bicycle lane or bicycle way unless it is equipped with a 1. The motor vehicle was not equipped with a child safety
brakein good working condition, adequate to control the movéestraintsystem meeting the requirements und@r3.48 (4)a)
mentof and to stop the bicycle or motor bicycle whenever rece’s &t the time the uniform tri citation was issued; and _
sary. 2. The person provides protbfat, within 30 days after the uni

(3) No bicycle or motor bicycle may be equipped with noform traffic citation was issued, a chilsafety restraint system
may any person riding upon a bicycle or mobicycle use any Meetingthe requirements under3s!7.48 (4) (a) lwas purchased
sirenor compression whistle. or leased and properly installed in the motor vehicle.

History: 1973c. 182333 1977 c. 2081983 a. 243.39; Stats. 1983 s. 347.489;  (4) Any person violating s347.48 (4) (a) 2may be required
1995a. 138 to forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $25 for the fifsinske.
. ) ) Fora 2nd or subsequeodnviction within 3 years, a person may
347.49 Equipment of vehicles transporting flammable berequired to forfeit not less than $25 nor more than $200.

liquids. (1) In this section, “flammable liquid” means any gaso At ; ;
line, naphtha, benzine, fuel oil, crud#, kerosene or other liquid nm(?%o,rb‘en%/hgﬁr;%%wolatmg $847.489may be required to forfeit

which has a flashpoint of 8F- or less as determined by aglia-  isiory: 1971 c. 2781975 ¢. 1211981 c. 3271983 a. 2431985 a. 3091987
bueor equivalent closed—cup test device. a. 1321989 a. 221991 a. 26277.
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