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Cross-reference: See definitions in £50.01 3 of these members shall be persons who are not elefitgdlof
or employes of the governing body that establishes the local health
departmentand who have demonstrated interest or competence
ifi the field of public health or community healtm appointing
the members who are not electedi@éls or employes, a good
faith effort shall be made tappoint a registered nurse and a physi
251.01 Definitions. In this chapter: cian. fMrt]embers of the Igcal boarﬂ of health sheﬂegt tht(ajdivgr
p ” ity of the community A county human services board under s.
colg:r?[yhcc:a%lljtrt]w%gp?:rrtdmgn?ealth means a board of health for .23(4) may act as a county board of health if the membership
) : Y of the county human services board meets the qualifications speci
(2) “County health department” means a local health depafie i, this subsection and if the county human services board is
mentthat is a single county health department, a multiple co

_ UnfYthorizedto act in that capacity by the county board of supervi
healthdepartment or a city-county health department. sors.If a county human services board acts in this capatcityall
(3) “County health oficer” means the position of a local ysethe word “health” in its title.
healthofficer in a county health department. (2) The chief executive dicer of a cit ;
tory: y or a village shall
History: 1993 a. 278s.196, 197, 460 appointmembers of a local board of health, subjeatdnfirma

251.02 Local health department; establishment. (1) In  tion by the governing bodylin a county witha county executive,
countieswith a population of less than 500,000, the cotnotgrd the county executivehall appoint members of the county board
shallestablish a county health department that meets the requifeh€alth, subject toonfirmation by the county board of supervi
mentsof this chapter The county health department shall serveorS: In @ county without a county executive, members of the
all areas of the county that are not served by a city health dep&ptntyboard of health shall be appointed by the chairperson of the
mentthat was established prior to January 1, 1994y town countyboard of supervisors, subject to confirmation by the county
or village health department established under €8i). No city boardof supervisors. The person who appoints members of the
healthdepartmentnay be established after that date, but a cit)J_ocaI board of health may designate certain members to be ronvot
countyhealth department may be established after that date. "9 members of the board. _

(2) In a county with a population 600,000 or more, the gov . (3) In establishing a city—county anultiple county health
erningbody of each city or village shall establish a local healffepartment, the relevant governing bodies shall agree on how
departmenthat meets the requirements of thfsapter or shall manymembers of the local board of health are appointed by each
contractwith the local health department of another city or villaggoVverningbody and how many of each governing bedppoin
in the county to have that local health department provide servié@@sshall be members who are not electeitials or employes
in the city or village. of the governing bodyThe members shall be appointed as speci

(3) A countyboard may establish a multiple county healtﬂed in sub.(2).. . . . )
departmentin conjunction with the countpoard of another ~ (4) Governing bodies of counties, cities or villages that
county. appointlocal boards of health shall specify the lengths of terms of

(3m) If a county has a population of at least 100,000 but l€&§mbersand shall provide for staggered terms.
than500,000 and the county board of that county has, by July 1,(4m) Subsection¢1) to (4) do not apply to a village or town
1985,abolished a county health commission or committee estaBat establishes a local health department und26%.02 (3m)
lishedunder s141.1Q 1991 stats., a village board in that countjn @ village or town that does so, the village board or town board
may continue and establish aslocal board of health a village Shall establish itself as Bcal board of health or appoint either
boardof health that was established prior to January 1, 1994, aMgolly or partially from its own membeeslocal board of health
a town board in that county may continue and establish as a IdBatconsists of a suitable number of competent persériscal
boardof health a town board of health that was established prfardof health under this subsection shall elect a chairperson and
to January 1, 1994. A villager town that does so shall establist¢lerk.
alocal health department and eladbcal health dicer consistent (5) No governing body of a countgity, village or town is
with this chapter requiredto use the term “local board of health” to refer to a local

(4) No governing body of a countgity, village or town is boardof health that is established under this section.
requiredto use the term “local health department” to refer to aHistory: 1993 a. 27

local health department that is established under this section. .
History: 1993 a,pgy 251.04 Local board of health; powers and duties.

(1) A city or county board of health shall govern each local health
251.03 Local board of health; members. (1) A local departmentind assure the enforcement of state public health stat
boardof health shall consistf not more than 9 members. At leastitesand public health rules of the department as prescribed for a

251.001 Legislative findings. The legislature finds that the
provisionof public health services in this state is a matter of-sta
wide concern.

History: 1993 a. 27
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Levell local health department. A local board of health may codiseasesopther disease prevention, health promotion and human

tract or subcontract to provide public health services. The cdmealthhazard control.

tractor’sstaf shall meet the appropriate qualifications for posi  (b) A Level Il local health department shall provide at least the

tionsin a Level | local health department. servicesunder par(a) and additional services specified by the
(2) A city or county board of healshall assure that its local departmenby rule under s251.20 (2)

healthdepartments a Level |, Level Il or Level Ill local health  (c) A Level Il local health department shall provide at least

departmentas specified in £251.05 (1) the services under pair) and additional services specified by the
(3) A city or county board of health may adopt those reguldepartmenby rule under 251.20 (2)and(3).

tions, for its own guidance and for the governance of the local (3) A local health department shall:

health department, that it considers necessary to protect andg) Regularly and systematically collect, assemble, analyze
improve public health. The regulations may i@ |ess stringent 4,qmake available information on the health of the community
than, and may not conflict with, state statutes aalés of the jncjyding statistics on health status, community health needs and
department. epidemiologicand other studies of health problems.

(4) A local board of health shall report to the department as ) pevelop public health policies and procedures for the com
requiredby rule.

munity.
(5) A local board of health shall meet at least quarterly (c) Involve key policymakers and the general public in deter
(6) A local board of health shall: mining a set of high priority public health services and assure
(a) Assess public health needs and advocate for the provisimtesdo these services to every member of the community
of reasonable and necessary public health services. (d) Submit data, as requested, to the local public health data

(b) Develop policy and provide leadership that fosters locaystemestablished by the department.
involvementand commitment, thaemphasizes public health (4) Exceptas provided in sul{f), a local health department
needsand that advocates for equitable distribution of public healinot required to provide the level of services that is specified in
resourcesand complementarprivate activities commensuratesub.(1) (b) or (c) or to have a local healthfisfer who meets the
with public health needs. qualifications specified in sulfl) (b) or (c).

(7) A local board of health shall assure tmtasures are taken  (5) Exceptas provided in sul{6), the department may not
to provide an environment in which individuals can be healthyrequirea local health department to provide the level of services

(8) Unlessthe manner of employment is otherwise providethatis specified in sul{1) (b)or(c) or to have docal health dfcer
for by ordinance, a local board of headthall employ qualified who meets the qualifications specified in s(b. (b) or (c).
public health professionals, including a public health nurse to con (6) A local health department may be required to provide the
ductgeneral public healthursing programs under the directiorievel of services that is specifiéd sub.(1) (b)or (c) if and only
of the local board ohealth and in cooperation with the departto the extent that these services and qualifications are funded from
ment,and may employ one or more sanitarians to conduct engiateand federal funds that are availahated are additional to any
ronmentalprograms and other public health programs not specifiinding available on January 1, 1994.
cally designated by statute as functions of the public health nurseiistory: 1993 a. 27
Thelocal board of health shall coordinate the activities of any san
itarian employed by the governing body of the jurisdiction that tf#1.06 Local health officer; qualifications; duties. Q)
local board of health serves. The local board of health is n@) 1. Except as provided in sutitl.or 3., a local health dicer
requiredto employ diferent persons to perform these functionsof aLevel | local health department shall have at least a bathelor

(9) In countieswith a single county health department angegregfrom a nursing program accreditedthg national profes
eithera county executive ca county administratpthe county Sionalnursing education accreditinggainization or from a nurs
executiveor county administratomay assume the powers andng program accredited by the board of nursing.
dutiesof a local boardf health under this section. If a county 2. Alocal health dfcer of a village or town health department
executiveor a county administrator elects to assume those powessablishedinder s251.02 (3m)shall be either a physician ar
andduties, the local board of health shall be only a policy—-makimggisterechurse. The locdiealth dficer shall be a voting member
body determining the broad outlines and principles governing tiéthe local board of health and shall take an oathfimeof Wth
administrationof the county health department. respectto the levels of services oflavel | local health depart

History: 1993 a. 2%s.261, 264, 463 1997 a. 14. ment,as specified in £51.05(2) (a) the local health fiter shall
be authorizedo act by and be directed by the county heafihesf
251.05 Local health department; levels of service; of the county specified under251.02 (3m)
duties. (1) Alocal health department shall meet the following 3. f there ismore than one full-time employe of a Level |
requirementspecified in pa(a) and mayunless sul(6) applies, |ocal health department, including a full-time public health nurse
meetthe following requirements specified in pdn) or (c): who meets the qualifications specified unde230.06 the local

(a) As a Level | local health department, at least the level bgalthofficer may meet the qualifications afLevel Il or Level
servicesspecified in sub(2) (a)with a local healttofficer who at 11l local health dfcer.
least meets the qualifications specified i2%1.06 (1) (apr with (b) A local health dfcer of a Level lllocal health department
aperson who meets the qualifications specified #64.06 (Im)  shallhave at least 3 years of experience in a full-time position

(b) As a Levell local health department, at least the level afith a public health agencincluding responsibility for a commu
servicesspecified in sub(2) (b) with a local health diter who at nicabledisease prevention and control program, preferably in a
leastmeets the qualifications specified ir281.06 (1) (bjor with  supervisoryor other administrative position, and at least one of the
aperson who meets the qualifications specified #64.06 (1m) following:

(c) As a Level lll local health department, at least the level of 1. A bachelors degree from a nursing program accredited by
servicesspecified in sub(2) (c) with a local healttofficer who at  the nationalprofessional nursing education accreditingamiza-
least meets the qualifications specified i8%1.06 (1) (cprwith  tion or from a nursing program accredited by the board of nursing,
aperson who meets the qualifications specified #64.06 (1m) eitherof which shall include preparation in public health nursing.

(2) Theservices to be provided by the 3 levels of local health 2. A bachelors degree in public health, environmental health,
departmentsre as follows: the physical or biological sciences or a similar field.

(a) A Levell local health department shall provide at least sur (c) A local health dfcer of a Level lll local health department
veillance,investigation, control and prevention of communicablghall have at least one of the following:

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/27,%20s.%20261
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/27,%20s.%20264
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/27,%20s.%20463
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/114
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(2)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(2)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.20(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.20(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.20(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1)(a)2.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.06(1)(a)3.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.02(3m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.05(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/251.02(3m)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/1997/250.06

3 Updated 97-98Wis. Stats. Database LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIALS 251.11

1. A mastels degree in public health, public administration, (i) Promote the spread of information as to the causes, nature
healthadministration qgras defined in rules promulgated e  and prevention of prevalent diseases, and the preservation and
departmenta similar field and 3 years of experiefica full-time  improvementof health.

administrativeposition in either a public health agencypablic (4) (a) Except as provided in pafb) and(c), a local health

healthwork. officer shall be appointed in the same manner as are members of
2. A bachelors degree and 16 graduate semester credit$ocal board of health under251.03 (2)

towardsa mastes degree in public health, pubidministration, (b) In any county with a county executive that has a single

healthadministration qras defined in rules promulgated te  countyhealth department, the county executive shall appoidt
departmenta similar field and 5 years of experierea full-time  sypervisehe county health dicer. The appointment is subject to
admlnlstratlveposmon in either a pUbllC health agencwubllc confirmation by the county boardnless the county board, by

healthwork. ordinanceglectsto waive confirmation or unless the appointment
3. Alicense to practice medicine andgarny under ch448 is made under a civil service system competitive examination pro
and at least one of the following: cedureestablished unders9.52 (8)or ch.63. The county health

a. Threeyears of experience in a full-time administrativefficer appointed under this paragraph is subject only to the-super
positionin either a public health agency or public health work.vision of the county executive. In@unty with such a county

b. Eligibility for certification by the American board of pre healthofficer, the local board of health shall be only a policy—

ventivemedicine in publihealth or general preventive medicineMakingbody determining the broad outlines and principles gov

erning the administration of the county health department.

c. A mastels degree in public health, public administration, ;
g P P (c) Alocal health dfcer of a village or town health department

healthadministration gqras defined in rules promulgated / ;
departmenltal simi:ar ﬁqe|d_ ! 'n ries promuig e establishedinder s251.02 (3m)shallbe appointed by the local
boardof health.

deég?:%glnc;}\rqvtljtgftsinglzn?? tsﬁgl(()?alll It?egl tﬁoggg r;’g'gé ﬁoﬁ?#gg{ History: 1993 a. 2%s.203 209, 266, 465 1993 a. 1061995 a. 2011997 a. 14.
therequirements under sul) if that county department employs>s1 08 Jurisdiction  of local health department. The
atleast one person who meets the requirements undefl3ub. jyrisdiction of the local health department shall extend to the
(2) (a) Except as provided in patb) and(c), a local health entirearea represented by the governing body of the cocityty
officer shall be a full-time employe oflacal health department. village or town that established the local health department,
(b) A local health dicer of a county health department in axceptthat the jurisdiction of a county heatlepartment does not
countyunder s251.02 (3m)shall be a full-time employe of the extendto cities, villages and towns that have local health depart
countywho meetghe qualifications of a local healthfiser of a ments. Cities, towns and villages having local health departments
Level | local health department. may by vote of their local boards of health determine to come

(c) A local health dfcer of a local health department of a-vil underthe jurisdiction of the county healtiepartment. No part of

lageor town established under251.02 (3m)shall be one of the anyexpense incurred under this sectyra county health depart
following: mentmay be levied against any property within any,aityage

1. An embplove of the local health department oftiage  ©F towWn that has a local hea!th _de_partment and that has not deter
or town. ploy P g minedto come under the jurisdiction of the county health depart

. ment.
2. Afull-time employe of a local healttepartment other than History: 1993 a. 2%.213

that specified in subdL.

3. The local health Gter under par(b). 251.09 Joint services. Local healttdepartments jointly may
4. The employe of a hospital, who provides, on a full-timprovidehealth services agreed upon under&6.3Q unless, net

basis,the services under 851.05 (2) (a)(b) or (c). withstandings.66.3Q the agreement conflicts with a provision of
(3) A local health dicer shall: this chapter

.. . .., History: 1993 a. 2%.271; Stats. 1993 s. 251.09.
(a) Administerthe local health department in accordance with y .

statestatutes and rules. 251.10 County health department, how financed. The

(b) Enforce state public health statutes and rules. countyboard shall appropriate funds for the operatiba single

(c) Enforce any regulations that the local board of healtounty health departmerihat is established under251.02 (1)
adoptsand any ordinances that the relevant governing bodynd determine compensation of county health department
enacts,if those regulations and ordinancase consistent with employes. The local board of health shall annually prepare a bud

statepublic health statutes and rules. getof the proposed expenditurethe county health department
(d) Administer all funds received by the local health deparfor the ensuing fiscal year
mentfor public health programs. History: 1993 a. 27

(e) Appoint all necessary subordinate personnel, assure t g& . .

; P - .11 City-county health department and multiple
they meet app(oprlatquahflcatlons anq have supervisory pow¢_agount hea)lih depa¥tment how fFi)nance d ) Thglocal
overall subordinate personnel. Apwblic health nurses and sani Y ! :

- ) dof health of every multiple county health departrestab
tarians hired for the local health department shall meet any gua ar A
cation requirements establishdd rules promulgated by the Ishedunder s251.02 (3)and of every city—county health depart
department. mentestablishedinder s251.02 (1)shall annually prepare a bud

tof it d dit for th ing fiscal d
(f Investigate and supervise the sanitary conditions of g{]: o1 1S POPOSed EXPEndiiLres for e ensuing fisca’ year an

. - I SEE terminethe proportionate cost to each participating county and
premiseswithin the jurisdictional area of the local health deparEity onthe basis of equalized valuation. A certified copy of the
ment.

) ) o budget,which shall include a statement of the amount required
~ (9) Have access to vital records and vital statistics from the r¢ghm each county and citghall be delivered to the county board
ister of deeds, as specified in &®. of each participating county and to the mayor or city manager of

(h) Have chage of the local health department and perform theachparticipating city The appropriation to be made by each par
dutiesprescribed by the locdloard of health. The local healthticipating county anccity shall be determined by the governing
officer shall submit an annual repart the administration of the body of the county and cityNo part of the cost apportioned to the
local health department to the local board of health. countyshall be levied against any property within the.city
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(2) Thelocal board of health of every multiple county healt251.14 Gifts. A local board of health mareceive gifts and
departmentestablished under 251.02 (3)and of every city— donationsfor the purpose of carrying out the provisiongtaé
county health department established unde251..02 (1)shall, chapter.
underthis section, determine the compensation for the employestistory: 1993 a. 2%.215

of multiple county health departments and city—courthtgalth 25115 Withdrawal of counties and cities. (1) After

departments. D ;
H?Sm,y: 1993 a. 2%s.207, 216 217, establishinga multiple county health departmemtder s251.02

(3), any participating county board may withdraw by giving writ
251.12 City health department, how financed.  The com tennoticeto its county board of health and the county boards of
mon council shall appropriate funds for the operation of a cit?” other p?rthlpa’[Ing count_les. .
healthdepartment that iestablished as specified ir2§1.02 (1)  (2) A city thathad established a local health department prior
and(2). to deciding to participate in a city—county health department
History: 1993 a. 27 establishedunder s.251.02 (1)may withdraw from the city—
countyhealth department if the common council of the city gives
251.125 Village health department, how financed. If a written notice to the county board of the participating county
village health department is established unde25..02 (2)or (3) Thenotice under sulgl) or (2) shall be given at least one
(3m), the village board shall appropriate funds for the operatigear prior to commencement of the fiscal year at which the with

of the department. drawaltakes efect. Whenever thwithdrawal of any county or
History: 1993 a. 27 city from a city—county or multipleeounty health department
] takeseffect, all provisions of law relating to local boards of health
251.127 Town health department, how financed.  If a andlocal health dfcers shall immediately beconmpplicable

town health department is established und&54..02 (3m)the  within the county or city
town board shall appropriate funds for the operation ofithzart History: 1993 a. 2%.220,
ment.

History: 1993 a. 27 251.16 Local health department; evidence. Thereports

andemployes of a local health department are subjecB0s03

251.13 City—county health department and multiple  (12) (b).
county health department, joint funds. For each mu|t|p|e History: 1979 c. 2211985 a. 268.3; 1993 a. 2%.221; Stats. 1993 s. 251.16.
county or city—county health department, a joint health depar. .
mentfund shall be created either in the treasarefice where the téhSZilt.SZOeCiRUI?I mfatlﬂngf. ”Thg dgpartment shall promulgate rules
principal office of the health department is locatedrothe ofice P fy"?‘ ot the Tollowing.
of the city treasurer of a city within the health departrsgutis (1) Requiredservices for each of Levels I, Il and ldcal
diction, as determined by the local board of health. The treasuf§@lthdepartments under 251.05 (2)
of eachcounty and city participating in the health department (2) Additional required services for Level local health
shallannually pay or cause to be paid into the fund the sharedgpartmentsunder s.251.05 (2) (b), including services that
the county or City This fund shalbe expended by the treasureﬁddreslﬁit least onge of the O.bJeCUVEGm each section of healthier
in whose diice the fund is kept in the manner prescribed by tHeoplein Wisconsin: gpublic health agenda for the year 2,000,
local board of health pursuant to properly authenticated vouch&lished by the departmeint February 1990. The initial rules

of the health department signed by the local heaftbef concerningthese services shall correspond to the objectives set
History: 1993 a. 2%.218 forth in each section of that document.
(3) Additional required services for Level Ill local health
251.135 Publication and effective date of orders and departmentsunder s.251.05 (2) (c) including services that

regulations. The orders and regulations of a local board aiddressat least 3 of the objectives from each section of healthier
healthshallbe published as a class 1 notice, unde®8B,. and peoplein Wisconsin: goublic health agenda for the year 2,000,
shalltake efect immediately after publication. No local board opublished by the departmeint February 1990. The initial rules
health is required to use the term “regulation” to refer to a reguncerningthese services shall correspond to the objectives set
tion that is published under this section. forth in each section of that document.

History: 1993 a. 2%.211; Stats. 1993 s. 251.135. History: 1993 a. 27
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