1 Updated 97-98Wis. Stats. Database UNCLAIMED PROPERTY 171.06

CHAPTER 171
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

SUBCHAPTERI 171.07 Common carriers, lien for transportation.
PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF A 171.08 Restored to donors or applied to charity

CONSIGNEE OR BAILEE SUBCHAPTER Il
171.01 Duty of consignee or bailee. PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF
171.03 Officers’ fees. A MUSEUM OR ARCHIVES
171.04 Perishable propertheld for carriage or storage, how disposed of. 171.30 Definitions.
171.05 Perishable propertyeld otherwise, how disposed of. 171.31 Loans of property to a museum or archives.
171.06 Unclaimed propertyhow disposed of. 171.32 Acquiring title to abandoned property
171.065 Disposition of proceeds. 171.33 Acquiring title to undocumented property

SUBCHAPTERI if any the judgeor commissioner shall immediately pay over to
thetreasurer of the judgebrcommissionés countywith a copy
PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF A of all the proceedings in the matt&the county treasurer shall file
CONSIGNEE OR BAILEE the copy In his or her déite.

(4) Theperson in whose custody such property shall be when
171.01 Duty of consignee or bailee. Whenever any per @ny such proceeding for the sale thersbfll be commenced,
sonalproperty shall be consigned to or deposited with any- coffallimmediately notify the consignor and consignee of such sale,
mon carrier forwarding merchant, wharfingawarehouse keeper Which notice shall be in writing, and shall be sersgdeaving a
innkeeperor the keeper of any depfarr the storage of baggage,cop_ythereof with the consignor and consignee, personally or by
merchandis®r other personal propertsuch consignee or baileema_'l-
shallimmediately cause to be entered in a proper book kept by thgiStory: 1977 ¢. 4491993 a. 482
consignee or bailee a descriptiorsathproperty with the date of
thereception thereof; and if trteame shall not have been so-co
signedor deposited for the purpose of being forwarded or di
posedof according to directions received by such consignee
baileeat or before his or her reception therdwd consignee or
baileeshall immediately notify the owner by méilereof, if the

nl71.05 Perishable property , held otherwise, how dis -
osed of. If any property is perishable or subject to delogy
%@eping,the person in whose custody the property is, the person’
agentor attorneymay make an &flavit of this fact and present
the affidavit to a circuit judge or court commissioner for the
owner’sname and residen&e known or can with reasonable-dili COUNty in which the property is located, and the judge or court
gencebe ascertained. commissionershall immediately make an order requiring the
History: 1983 a. 508.43; 1993 a. 482 sheriff or any constable of the countyitomediately inspect the
property,and if it is found to be perishable or subject to decay by
171.03 Officers’ fees. The fees allowed under this sub keeping,to make and return anfigfvit of this fact. Upon the
chapterto any sherffor constable are the same fees allowed byturn of this afidavit, the judge or commissioner making the
law to a sheriffor sales upon execution. ordershall immediately issue an ordequiring the sheffifor cont
History: 1993 a. 18 stableto sell the property at public auction, giving notice of the
. . time and place of the sale by publication of a class 1 notice, under
171.04 Perishable property , held for carriage or stor-  ¢cp. 985 and serving upon the consigntite consignee and the
age, how disposed of. (1) If any property delivered tany  cystodianof the propertyif they are known, a copy of the notice
forwarding merchant, wharfinger or warehouse keef@rcar py mail. The sherffor constable shall, at the time and pléixed
riageor storage, is in a staé decay or manifestly liable to imme py the notice, unless the property has been otherwise lawfully dis
diate damage and decdlye person invhosecustody the property posedof, sell the property at public auction, and shall make full
is, the persors agent or attorngynay make an &flavit of this  retyrnof his or her execution of the ordand return the sanveith
fact,and present thefafavit to a circuit judge or court commis g inventory of the property and the proceeds of the sale, after
sionerfor the county in which the property is located, and the Cifiequctinghis or her fees, to the judgeaammissioner making the
cuit judge or court commissioner shall immediately make an orqgtjer. From the proceeds of the sale, the judge or commissioner
requiringthesherif or any constable of the county to immediatelyp || pay all legal chaes thahave been incurred in relation to the
inspectthe propertyand directing him or heif it is found to be ,operty,or a ratable proportion of each afiarif the proceeds of
in a state of decay or manifestly liable to immediate damageifk sale are not sfigient to pay all the chges;and the balance,
decay,to summarily sell the property without notice. if any the judge or court commissioner shall immediately pay
(2) If the sherifor constable, upon inspectidmds the prop  overto the treasurer of the countyith a copy of all the proceed
erty to be in a statef decay or manifestly liable to immediate ingsin the matter The county treasurer shall file the copynis
damageor decaythe sherifor constable shall attach to theder  or her ofice. The person in whose custody the property is when
his or her afidavit stating such fact, and shall make an inventomfie proceedings for the sale were commenced, shall immediately
of the propertyand shall summarily sell the property withouhotify the consignor and consignee of the sale, in writing which

notice,-and shall make full _return of the ShélSZfor Consta:ble’ shall be served by |eaving a copy with the Consignor and con
executionof the order to thgudge or commissioner who issuedsigneepersonally or by mail.

the same,together with the shefis or constable’ afidavit, History: 1977 c. 449
inventoryand the proceeds of said sale, after deductingitee
iff's or constables fees therefrom. 171.06 Unclaimed property , how disposed of.  When

(3) Fromthe proceeds of such sale, the judge or commissiom@&ry property is not perishable or subject to decay and is not
shall pay all legal chges thahave been incurred in relation to theclaimedand taken away within one yedfter it was received, it
property,or a ratable proportion of each ofp@iif the proceeds of maybe sold as follows: The person in whose custody the property
the sale are not sfifient to pay all the chges;and the balance, is, or the persos’agent or attorneynay make an &élavit of the
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factsand present the same to a judge or court commissioner ofshée,the common carrier may remove the property to some other
countyin which the property is located and such judge or couity, village or town of not less than 5,000 inhabitants within the
commissioneshall immediately issue an order requiring the-shestateand there proceed to sell the same at public auction after giv
iff or any constable of the county to sell the property at public aireg additional notice by mailing and posting as provided in this
tion, giving 60 days’ notice of the time and place of the saledo paragraph.

consignorthe consignee and the custodian of the propéditys (b) If any property not perishable in its nature shall be left upon
notice shall be in writing and serve_d personally or by mail upcany vehicle or upon the premises of any common caroigrer

the persons whose names and residences are known. If the ngfagby storing or checking the same, said common carrier shall
or residence of any of the persons is unknown and cannot be asgiefrethe same subject to the order of the owner thereof, athe, if
tainedwith reasonable diligence, the shieof constable shall samebe unclaimed for a period of 60 days, such common carrier
makean affidavit of this fact and shall publish a class 3 noticanay proceed to sell the same at public auction in the manner and
underch.985, in thecounty At the time and place of the sale theiponnotice as specified in pdg).

sheriff or constable shall sell throperty at public auction and  (3) Fryit, fresh fish, oysters, game and other perishable-prop
shallmake a full return of the shefti or constablg’proceedings ety after having been retained for 24 hours after notice te con
underthe order to the judge or commissioner issuing the ordgfyneef the consignee be known, may be sold, either at public or
togetherwith proof of service or publication of the notice of theyjyate sale in the discretiai the common carrier for the highest
sale,and an inventory of the property sold and the proceeds of §ige that the same will bring.

saleafter deducting the shefti§ or constable’fees. From the pro

ceedsof the sale the judge or commissioner shall pay all Ieg%rtationand storage for the period of compulsory retergioedl
chargedhat have beemcurred in relation to the propertclucd — po o cted from the proceeds of the sale, the overplus, ,if any
ing the chages of the person whose custody the property was, y '

henth di b tabl i f hshall be held by the common carrier subject to the order of the
whenthe proceedings were beégun aoratable proportion ot €ach ,nar ang, at any time within 12 months after such sale, upon the
chargeif the proceeds of the sale are noffisiént to pay all the

chargesand the balance, if anthe judge or commissionshall demandof the ownerthe common carrier shall pay the same to the

. > : owner.
immediatelypay over to the treasurer of his or her couwith a History: 1993 a. 246482 491
copy of all proceedings ithe matter The county treasurer shall

file thecopy in his or her éite. The person in whose custody the 71 08 Restored to donors or applied to charity . When
propertyis when any proceeding fre sale is commenced, shalkyer, upon the occurrence of a cyclormnflagration or like
immediatelynotify the consignor and consignee of the sale, iyjamity,5 or more persons contribute moneys to a common fund
writing, and served by leaving a copy thereof withdbesignor o the relief of the stiérers by such calamity the surplus maney
andconsignee, personally or by mail. if exceeding $25 in amount, remaining unexpended for sueh pur
History: 1993 a. 482 posein the hands of any person authorized to receive and disburse
. " the money after the expiration of 6 months from the date of the
171.065 Disposition of proceeds. If the owner of property ., amityshall be disposed of as provided in this sectioithi
sold under this chapter or tbe/ners legal representatives, at any; days after the expiratioof such 6 months the person having
time within 5 years after proceeds frdfve sale have been depos,,ssessionf the surplus shall make and causbéqublished a
ited in the county treasuryurnishes satisfactory evidence to the;ompleteitemizedstatement of all moneys paid into the fund, all
treasurewof the ownership of the properthe owner or the own ishrsementtherefrom and the amount of the unexperioid

er's legal representatives shall be entitled to receive the amounfgte Thepublication shall be made as a class 1 notice, under ch.
the proceeds deposited with the treasuttthe owner or the own 85, in the town, city or village whereithe calamity occurred.

er’'slegalrepresentatives do not claim the sale proceeds within §¥gare shall be annexed to and published véitich statement a
S—yearperiod, the proceeds shall belong to the county notice,signed by the person having possession of the surplus, to
History: 1993 a. 4821997 a. 254.21, Stats. 1997 s. 171.065. the effect that the person will pay to each of the contributors to

suchfund a proportional share of the surplus ptace named in
the notice, afterdeducting expenses of publishing the notice, if
aanmentthereof is duly demanded within 60 days from diage
f the publication of the notice, and that after the expiration of the
periodall moneys not so returned to contributatil be donated

(4) After the lawful chages of the common carrier foans

171.07 Common carriers, lien for transportation.
(1) Any property transported or stored with, or lgfth any com
mon carrier including property checked in any check room of p
cellockermaintained upon the premises of such carsieall be
;ubjectto a lien for the lawful chges thereon for the transporta to one or more charities to be named in the notidehis days
tion and storage thereof. ‘ o afterthe expiration of the 60 days the person havingsthiplus

(2) (a) If any property not perishable in its nature shall be pah his or her possession shall deliver it to the charity or one or more
mittedto remain in the possession of a common cawuieclaimed  of thecharities mentioned in the notice, and on delivery of the sur
or refused, for a period of 60 days, with the lawful gearthereon plus and the filing of a receipt therefowith anaffidavit of the
due and unpaid, such common carrier may proceed to sell fhgplicationandmailing of the notice and statement, in thficef
sameat public auction at itstation at the destination of the ship of the clerk of the county in which the calamity occurred, shall not
ment,or point of storage or checking of said propesffer mait  thereaftere liable or accountable therefor to the contribubdrs
ing at least 10 days’ notice by United States mail of the amountigé fund, any portion of them or any other person.
the chages to the consignor and consignee, if it be property-transHistory: 1979 c. 10.
portedby it, and to the owner if e property stored or checked
by it, if their whereabouts are known, or if their whereabouts be

unknown,then as to property transported, to the consignor at the SUBCHAPTERII
originatingpoint of the shipment and the consignee at the des
tination of the shipment, and in addition thereto posting, at its sta PROPERY IN POSSESSION OF

tion, in a conspicuous place accessible to the public, for a period
of not less than 10 days, a noticafwé time and place of the pro
posedsale. Said notice shall contain a description of the propert o ]
to be sold,if known, and if not, a description of the package i#71.30 Definitions. In this subchapter:

which it is contained, the amount of cas thereon and the name (1) “Archives” means anonprofit oganization or a public

of the consignee and consignor thereof, or the owner thereofagiencywhose primary functioninclude selecting, preserving
known; provided, if there is no satisfactory bid at such auctimandmaking available records of historical or enduring value, and

A MUSEUM OR ARCHIVES
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thatis open to the public on a regular basis. “Archives” does not(d) A statement that the museum or archives will make

includea public library arrangementsvith the owner to return the property to the owner
(2) “Loan” means the placement of property with a museuft disposeof the property as the owner requests if the owner sub

or archives that is not accompanied by a transfer of title of tAdts a written claim to the property to the museum or archives

propertyto the museum or archives and for which there is sotéthin 60 days after receipt of the notice.

record that the owner intended to retain title to the property (e) The notice shall be substantially in the following form:

“Loan” does not include transfers between museums, between NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT OF PROPERY

archivesor between museums and archivatess the transferring 4. (name of owner)

institution specifically provides in writing that the transfer is a .... (address of owner)

loanunder this subchapter Pleaseébe advised that the loan agreement is terminatettiéor

(3) “Museum” means a nonprofit ganization or a public ; ; P ;
agencythat is operated primarily for the purpose of collecting, ca{ggﬂmy ?hgrgrpoeprgt)(g:escnbe the property in fizient detail to

aloging, preserving or exhibiting property of educational, scien
tific, historic, cultural or aesthetic interest and thatis opentothe === r s
public on a regular basis. “Museum” does notinclude a public - ==« - v v

library. The above described propettyat you loaned to .... (name and
(4) “Nonprofit organization” hasthe meaning given in s. addresof museum or archivesjill be considered abandoned by
108.02(19). you and will become the property of .... (hame of museum or

archives)if you fail to submit to the museum or archives a written
claimto the property within 60 days after receipt of this notice.

If you do submit a written claim to the property within 60 days
afterreceipt of this notice, .... (nanoé museum or archives) will
arrangeto return the property to you or dispose of the property as
yourequest. The cost of returning the property to you or disposing

propertyon loan to the museum or archives, including the narfR&the property is your responsibility unless ywve made other
andaddress ofhe ownerif known, and the beginning and endingi'rangementsiith the museum or archives.

dateof the loan period. At the time that a person makes a loan to

a museum or archives, the museum or archives shall give the (name of person to contact at
ownerof the property a copy of this subchaptéfra museum or museum or archives and address
archivesis notified of a change in the ownership of any property of museum or archives)
loanedto a museum or archives, the museum or archives shall . .
inform the new owner of the provisions of the loan agreement and(3) !f the notice sent by the museum or archives unde(2yb.
shallsend the new ownercopy of this subchapteNot less than 'S eturned to the museum or archives undelivered, the museum or
90 days before a museum or archives changes its address or3jghivesshall givenotice of the abandoned property by publica
solves,the museum or archives shall notify all owners of thaton Of & class 2 notice under &85 containing the following:
changeof address or dissolution. If museum or archives (&) The name and last-known address of the present.owner
becomesthe owner of property under $71.320r 171.33 the (b) A description of the property

museumor archives shall maintain any recottlat the museum  (c) A statement that the property is abandoned and that the
or archives has regarding the property for not less than 2 yegiigseumor archives will become the owner of the property if no
after the date on which the museum or archives becomes H&son can prove his or her ownership of the property

ownerof the property ~ (d) A statement that a person claiming ownership of the-prop
(2) The owner of property loaned to a museum or archivesty shall notify the museurar archives in writing of that claim

shall provide the museum or archl\_/es with written notice of anyithin 60 days after publication of the last legal notice.

changeof the owne's address, of his or her designated agent, of (e) The name and mailing address of the person who may be

the designated agestaddress, and of the name and addre$sgof ¢,nacted at the museum or archives if a person wants to submit
new owner if theres a change in the ownership of the property ritten claim to the property

loanedto the museum or archives.
History: 1993 a. 18

(5) “Property” means personal property

(6) “Public agency” has the meaning given i146.50 (1) (n)
History: 1993 a. 18

171.31 Loans of property to a museum or archives.
(1) Eachmuseum or archives shall keep accuratmrds of all

(4) (a) If the museum or archives receivesimely written
claim for the property from the owner or his or her agent in
responsedo the notice sent under su) or (3), the museum or

171.32  Acquirin titte to abandoned ropert . ]
1) Propertﬂoanegd to a museum or archives wﬁosg IoZm has &ghives shall return the property to the owner or dispose of the

expirationdate is abandoned when there haspen written con Property as the owner requestsThe owner shall advise the
tactbetweerthe owner and the museum or archives for at leasff/SeunTor archives in writing as to how the property shall be dis
yearsafter that expiration date. If the loan has no expiration daf9Sedof or returned to the owneCosts of returning theroperty

the property is abandoned when there hasoeen written contact O diSPosing of the property shall be the responsibility of the
betweerthe owner anthe museum or archives for at least 7 yeafyVnerunless the owner and theuseum or archives have made
afterthe museum or archives took possession of the property©therarrangements. _ ) _ _ _

(2) If a museum or archives wish@sacquire title to aban (b) If the museum or archives receives a timely written claim
donedproperty the museum or archiveshall, not less than 60 fOr the property from a person other than the person who loaned
daysafter property is abandoned under gab,. send a notice by the property to the museum or archives in response to the notice
certified mail with return receipt requested to the owmdast- Sentunder sub(2) or (3), the museum or archives shall, within 60

known address. The notice shall contain all of the following: daysafter receipt of the written claim, determine if the claim is
: . valid. A claimant shall submit proof of ownership with the claim.

~ (a) A statement that the loan is terminated and that the propqr?ymore than one person submits a timely written claine,

is abandoned. museumor archives may delay itdetermination of ownership
(b) A description of the property until the competingclaims are resolved by agreement or legal
(c) A statement that the museuwmarchives will become the action. If the museunor archives determines that the claim is

ownerof the property if th@resent owner does not submit a writvalid, or if the competing claims are resolved by agreement or

tenclaim to the property to the museum or archives within 60 dgyslicial action, the museum or archives shall return the property

afterreceipt of the notice. to the claimant submitting the valid claim or dispose ofprop
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erty as the valid claimant requests. Costeetiirning the property 171.33 Acquiring title to undocumented property
or disposing of the property shall be the responsibility of the valRtopertyin the possession of a museum or archives which the
claimant. museunor archives has reason to believe is on loan and for which

(c) If the museum or archives does not receive a timely writtéie museum or archives does not know the ownleave any rea
claim to the property or if the museum or archives determines thanablemeans of determining the owner becottiesproperty of
no valid timely claimto the property was submitted, the museuiie museum or archives if no person has claimed the property
or archives becomes the owner of the propefilye museum or Within 7 years after the museum or archives took possession of the
archivesbecomes the owner of the property on the day #fter property. The museum or archives becomes the owner of the
periodfor submitting a written claim ends or on the day after tHefopertyon the day after the 7-year period erfdse from all
museumor archives determines that no valid timely written clairalaims.
wassubmitted. The museum archives owns the property free History: 1993 a.18
from all claims.

History: 1993 a. 18
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