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CHAPTER 137
AUTHENTICATIONS

SUBCHAPTERI ELECTRONIC SIGNAURES
NOTARIES AND COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS 137.04 Definitions.
137.01 Notaries. 137.05 Submission of written documents.
137.02 Commissioners of deeds. 137.06 Electronic signature.
SUBCHAPTER Il

NOTE: Chabpter 1§7 is shown as affected eff. 7-1-8§ 1997 Ws. Act 306 jble impression or dicial rubber stamp which makes a distinct
Act 306 renumbers chapter 137 to subch. | of ch. 137 andemates a nevehapter andlegible imprint on paperThe impression of the seal or the
137title and subch. I of ch. 137. . . « o

imprint of the rubber stamp shailate, “Notary Public,” “State of
Wisconsin”and the name of the notarBut any notarial seah

SUBCHAPTERI useon August 1, 1959, shall be considered in compliance.
(b) The impression of the notarial seal upon any instrument or
NOTARIES AND COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS writing or upon waferwax or other adhesive substance and

affixed to any instrument or writing shall be deemed &ination
137.01 Notaries. (1) NOTARIESPUBLIC WHO ARE NOT ATToR-  Of the seal, and the imprint of the notarial rubber stamp upon any
NEYS. (@) The governor shall appoint notaries public who shall Bstrument or writing shall be deemedafixation of the rubber
Wisconsinresidents andt least 18 years of age. Applicants wh§@mMp-

arenot attorneys shall file an application with the secretasfaté (4) AtTesTATION. (a) Every dicial act of a notary public shall
andpay a $20 fee. be attested by the notary pubBowritten signature.

(b) The secretary of state shall satisfy himself or hetbatf N(;’)TEE:VGP;“O(;% ii; 2’;9;":?];; ;;i;ﬁfg’:ﬁ?ge"ﬁé :gjgftt‘;geni‘:;ry "
the gppllqant has t.thuwalem of an .8th grade ed”‘?a“o“’ 18c's written signature or electionic signature, as defined in s. 137.04 (2).
familiar with the duties and responsibilities afiatary public and,

h b) All certificates of acknowledgments of deeds and other
subjectto ss5.111.321 111.322and 111.335 does not have an ( h . - .
arrestor conviction record. conveyancesyr any written instrument required authorized by

A law to be acknowledged or sworn to befemy notary public,
(c) If an application is rejected the fee shall be returned. ithin this state, shall be attested by a clear impression of fiae of
(d) Qualified applicants shall be notified by the secretary efal seal or imprint of the rubber stamp of saficef, and in addi
stateto take and file the @itial oath and execute and file afii-  tion thereto shall be written or stampeither the daymonth and
cial bond in the sum of $500, with surety to be approved by thearwhen the commission of said notary public will expire, or that
clerk of the circuit court for his or her county, if executed by suchcommission is permanent.
asurety companyapproved by the secretary of state. (c) The oficial certificate of any notary public, when attested
(e) The qualified applicant shall file his or her signature, postndcompleted in the manner provided by this subsection, shall be
office address and an impression of bisher oficial seal, or presumptiveevidence in all cases, and in all courts of the state, of
imprint of his or her dicial rubber stamp with the secretary ofthe facts therein stated cases where by law a notary public is
state. authorizedo certify such facts.
(f) A certificate of appointment as a notary public for a term (5) Powers. Notaries public have power &t throughout the
of 4 years stating the expiration date of the commission shalliate.Notaries public have power to demand acceptance of for
issuedto applicants who have fulfilled threquirements of this eignandinland bills of exchange and payment thereof, and pay
subsection. mentof promissory notes, and may protest saene for nonac
(g) Atleast 30 days before the expiration of a commission theptanceor nonpayment, may administer oaths, take depositions
secretaryof state shall mail notice of the expiration date to thendacknowledgments of deeds, and perform such other duties as

holderof a commission. by the law of nations, or according to commercial usage, may be
(h) A notary shall be entitled to reappointment. exercisedand performed by notaries public. _
(2) NOTARIESPUBLIC WHO ARE ATTORNEYS. (a) Any Wsconsin (6) AUTHENTICATION. (&) The secretanf state may certify to

residentwho is licensed to practice law this state is entitled to theofficial qualifications of any notary public and to thenuine

a permanent commissicas a notary public upon application toessof the notary publis signature and seal or rubber stamp.
the secretanof state and payment of a $50 fee. The application (b) Whenever any notary public has filed in th&cef of the
shall include a certificate of good standing from the suprenaterk of the circuit court of theotary publics county of residence
court, the signature and postfick address of the applicant andhe notary publics signature, an impression of the notary public’
an impression of the applicastofficial seal, or imprint of the official seal or imprinf the notary publis oficial rubber stamp
applicant’sofficial rubber stamp. and a certificate of theecretaryof state, such clerk may certify to

(b) The secretary ditate shall issue a certificate of appeintthe official qualifications of such notary public and the genuine
mentas a notary public to persons who qualify under the requifess of the notary publ&signature and seal or rubber stamp.
mentsof this subsection. Such certificate shall state that the notary(c) Any certificatespecified under this subsection shall be pre
commissionis permanent. sumptiveevidence of the facts therein stated.

(c) Thesupreme court shall file with the secretary of state (6m) CHANGE OFRESIDENCE. A notary public shall notacate
noticeof the surrendesuspension or revocation of the license this or her ofice by reason of his or her change of residence within
practicelaw of any attorney who holdspermanent commissionthe state. Wtten notice of any change of addraeésll be given
asa notary public. Suchotice shall be deemed a revocation d the secretary of state within 5 days of such change.
saidcommission. (7) OrFiCIAL RECORDSTO BE FILED. When any notary public

(3) NoTaRIAL SEAL OR STAMP. (a) Every notary public shall ceasego hold ofice the notary public, or in case of the notan
providean engraved fitial seal which makes a distinct anddeglic’s death the notary publ&’executor or administratoshall
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depositthe notary publis oficial recordsand papers in thefafe SUBCHAPTERII
of the clerk of thesircuit court of the county of the notary pubdic’
residence. If any such notaryr any executor or administrator ELECTRONIC SIGNAURES

after such records and papers come to his or her hands, neglects

for 3 months to deposit them, he or she shall forfeitless than o )

$50 nor more than $500. If any person knowingly destroyd37.04 Definitions. In this subchapter:

defacesr conceals any records or papers of any notary public, the(1) “Authenticate” means to validate a document in such a
person shall forfeit not less than $50 nor more than $500, and shedhnerthat the identity of the person who originates the docu
be liable to the party injured for alamages thereby sustainedmentis incontrovertible and the information contained in the doc
The clerks of the circuit courts shall receive and safely keep alinentis identical to that originated by the person.

suchpapers and records in theifioé. (2) “Electronic signature” means any combination of words,
_(8) Misconpucr. If any notary public shall be guilty of any |etters,symbols or characters that is attachedrttogically asse

misconducior neglect of duty in déite the notarypublic shall be - cjatedwith an electronic record and used by a person foptire

liable to the party injured for all the damages thereby sustainggbse of authenticating alocument that has been created in or
(9) Fees. A notary public shall be allowetie following fees: transformednto an electronic format.

(@) For drawing and copy of protest of the nonpayment of a (3) “Governmentalunit” means any association, authqrity
promissorynote or bill of exchange, or of the nonacceptasice hoard,commission, department, independent agensitution,
suchbill, $1 in the cases where by law such protest is necessafice, society or othebody in state government created or autho
but in no other case. rizedto be created by the constitution any law including the

(b) For drawing and copy of every other protest, 50 cents.legislature the ofice of the governor and the courts, and paljt-

(c) For drawing, copying and serving every noticeafipay ical subdivision of the state or body within one or mpoétical
mentof a note or bill, or nonacceptance of a bill, 50 cents.  subdivisionswhich is created by law or by action of one or more

(d) Fordrawing any dfdavit, or other paper or proceeding forpolitical subdivisions.
which provision is not herein made, 50 cents for each falm, =~ NOTE: This section is ceated eff. 7-1-99 byl 997 Ws. Act 306
for copying the same 12 cents per folio. History: 1997 a. 306

(e) For taking theacknowledgment of deeds, and for other se
vices authorized by lavthe same fees as are allowed to othier of = X .
cersfor similar services, but the f@er document shall not exceed'S€ prohibited bylaw, any document that is required by law to
50 cents. e submitted in writing to a governmental unit and that requires

History: 1971 c. 21%.5, 1977 c. 29449, 1979 c. 2211981 c. 3801981 ¢. 391 & Written signature may be submitted by transforming the-docu
s.211; 1993 a. 4821997 a. 27306, mentinto electronic format, but only with the consent of the-gov
Residencyrequirement under (1) and (2) is not unconstitutiofa.Atty. Gen.  ernmentalunit that is to receive the document.
221 NOTE: This section is ceated eff. 7-1-99 byl997 Wis. Act 306
History: 1997 a. 306

537.05 Submission of written documents. Unlessother

137.02 Commissioners of deeds. (1) Thegovernor shall
havepower to appoint one or more commissioners in any of t S . .
United States, or of the territories belonging to the United Stat 35'86| Electrodnlc S|gn?ttuhret. (1) Unless othler}/wse_ p_rloh+b
andin foreign countries, who shall holdficg for a term of 4 years lted by faw any document that requiresranual, facsimiie or
unlesssooner removed. Every commissioner appoingder Otherform of signature or that is givenfeét with a manual, fac

this subsection shall take thefiofal oathbefore a judge or clerk Similé or other form of signature may be signed or givéeoef

of one of thecourts of record of the state or territory or country i ith an electronic signature if the electronic signature meets all of
which the commissioner shall reside. Ttemmissioner shall file thefollowing reqUIre.me.nts: . ' o
the oath, with an impression of the commissidseeal of dfce (@) The electronic signature is unique to the person using it.
anda statement of the commissiotsgpost—diice address, inthe  (b) The electronic signature is capable of verification.

office of the secretary of state. The commissioner shall at the SaMmec) The electronic signature is under the sole confrile per

time pay into the treasury the sum of $5, at which time the COpnusing it.

missioners commission shall issue. . e .
(2) A commissioner appointed under suh) shall have (d) Theelectronic signature is linked to the document to which
Pp it is attached or associatedsuch a manner that, if the document

authorityto take the acknowledgmesid proof of the execution . L - .
of deeds, conveyances and leases of any lands lying in this S{atgltered_ a]_‘ter tl_1e electronic signature is created, the electronic
Sighatureis invalidated.

or written instruments relatintipereto, or of any contract or any ) . )
otherwriting, sealed or unsealed, to be usedesorded in this~  (€) For documents submitted to the department of financial
state;to administer oaths required to be used in this state; to taRgtitutions, the electronic signature conforms to any rules pro
andcertify depositions to be used in the courts of this state, eittfgtlgatedoy the department of financial institutions.
undera commission, by consentdirties or on notice to the oppo  (2) An electronic signature that satisfies all of the regquire
site party; and all such acts done pursuant to the laws of this siaents specified in sub(1) has the same force andest as a
and certified under the commissiongrhand and seal offafe  manual facsimile or other form of signature.
shallbe as valid as if done by a propeiiagr of this state. NOTE: This section is ceated eff. 7-1-99 byl997 Wis. Act 306

History: 1993 a. 4821997 a. 254 History: 1997 a. 306
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