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11727 Change of district type
117.30 . Attachment upon failure to operate school.

117.01 _ Applicability. This chapter does not apply to any
school district reorganization affecting a school district oper-
ating under ch. 119. '

History: 1989 a 114.

117.03 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Affected school district” means the entire territory of

any of the following school districts:

(a) A school district from which any territory is detached
ot proposed to be detached.

(b) A school district to which any territory is attached or
proposed to be attached.

() A school district that is consolidated with one or more
other school districts or proposed to be consolidated wrth one
or more other school districts.

‘(d) ‘A school drstrrct that is drssolved or proposed to be
dissolved.

(2) “Appeal panel” means a panel appomted by the state
superintendent under s. 117.05.(1).

(3) “Board” means the school district boundary appeal
board.

(3m) “Enrollment” means the number of pupils enrolled,
as‘'provided under s. 121.05 (1) (a), on the most recent of the
preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of January.
" (4) “Equalized va]uatron” has the meaning given under s.
121 004 (2). *

*"(5) “Reorganization” means the consolidation of-2-or
more school districts, the dissolution of a school district, the
detachment of* territory from -one school district and its
attachment to an adjoining school district orthe creation of a

school district.
History: 1989 a. 114.

117.05 General provisions. (1) APPEAL PANELS. The state
superintendent shall appoint 3 members of the board to hear
appeals. filed under ss. 117.12 (4) and 117.13 (3). No 2
members of the appeal panel may be board members from
any of the following kinds of school districts: those with
small enroliments, those with medium enroiiments or those
with-large enrollments.

- (1m) BOARD AND APPEAL PANEL MEETINGS. The state super-
intendent 'shall set-the time and: place for meetings of the
‘board ‘under ss.-117.10, 117.12 (5) and 117.132 and for
meetings of appeal panels under ss. 117.12 (4) and 117.13.

(2) SELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS FOR EACH REVIEW; BOARD
AND SCHOOL BOARD VOTING REQUIREMENTS. (a) Board. The
state superintendent shall appoint 7. members of the board to
perform any review under ss. 117.10, 117.12 (5) and - 117°132.
The 7 members shall include the state superintendent or his or
her designee on the board, 2 board members: from school
districts with small enrollments, 2 board members from

school districts with medium enrollments and 2 board mem-
bers from school districts with large enrollments. Any action
of the board under this chapter requires the affirmative vote
of at :least 4 of the 7 members appomted under this
paragraph.

(b).School board. Any-action by a school board under this
chapter requires the affirmative vote of a ma]orrty of its full
authorized membership.

(3) JOINT MEETINGS AND HEARINGS. The school boards of
the affected school districts may hold joint meetings or joint
public hearings in any reorganization proceedmg under this
chapter.

(4) LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS. (a). Pending proceedings.
A reor gamzatron proceeding is pending from the date that a
petrtron is filed under s.117.11 (2) or 117.12(2) or aresolution
is adopted under s. 117.08 (1), 117.09 (1), 117.10 (1), 117.13
(2) or 117.132 (2) until the date on which the latest of any of
the following occurs:

1. An order granting the reorganization takes effect.

2. The reorganization is denied and, following the denial,
any time period for requesting a referendum, requesting
review by the board or making an appeal to an appeal panel
or to court, under ss. 117.08 to 117.14, has expired.

3. If an appeal is made to court, the circuit court order is
entered under s. 807.11 (2) or, if there is an appeal under s.
808.03, the appellate judgment is filed with the clerk of the
circuit court under s. 809.26 or 809.63.

(b) Limitation if proceeding is pending; state aid apportion-
ment. While a reorganization is pending, as provided under
par. (a) or'under s. 117.01 (1) (d), 1987 stats.:

‘1. Any other reorganization proceeding commenced or
order made that includes any territory included in the pend-
ing reorganization proceeding is void.

2. State aid shall be apportioned to the affected school
districts as if the reorganization had not been initiated.

(c) One- -year limitation on consideration of transfers. 1.
Except as provrded under subd 2 no petrtron for the detach-
to an adjoining school district may be filed unders. 117.11 (2)
or 117.12 (2) before the 2nd July 1 following the filing of a
petition under s. 117.11 (2) or 117.12 (2) for any reorganiza-
tion that includes any of the same territory.

2.The limitation under subd. 1 does not apply if the school
board of each affected school district adopts a resolution
warvrng the limitation. If a school board denies a requiest for a
waiver under this subdivision, the denial may not be appealed
under this chapter.

(5) ALL TERRITORY IN SCHOOL DISTRICT; CONTIGUOUS UNION
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT TERRITORY. (&) Territory in district. All
territory within this state shall be included in a school district
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operating elementary school grades and a school district
operating high school grades or in a school district operating
both glementary and high school grades. No territory may be
detached from a school district unless by the same order it is
attached to another school district.. No territory may be
detached. from a school district that operates high school
grades unless by the same order it is attached to another
school district that operates high school grades:

(b) - Contiguous union high school district territory. No
territory may be detached from a union high school district so
as to make parts of the school district noncontiguous.

(7) VALIDATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. No appeal or other
action attacking the legality of the formation of a school
district, ‘either directly or indirectly, may.be taken after the
period provided under s. 893.74. This subsection shall be
liberally construed toeffect the legislative purpose to validate
and make certain the legal existence of all school districts in
this state, however created or reorganized, and to bar every
right to question the existence of a school district in any

manner and to bar every remedy relating to the formation of

aschool district notwithstanding any defects or irregularities,
jurisdictional or otherwise, in any action or proceedmg
commenced: after the expiration of the penod provided in
under s. 893,74.

{8) INFORMATION ON REORGANIZATION PROCEDURES. The
department shall prepare a written description of the proce-
dures for school district reorganizations under ss. 117.08 to
117.132 and distribute copies to school district clerks. A
school district clerk shall give a copy of the description to any
person, upon request, and to any person filing a petition with
the clerk unders. 117.08 (3) (a) 2, 117.09 (3) (a) 2, 117.11 (2)
or 117.12 (2), at the time the petition is filed.

(9) AppeAL FEES. (a) The state superintendent may charge
the following persons a fee sufficient to reimburse the depart-
ment for the costs of the board under ss. 117.10 and 117.132:

3. A school board that adopts a resolution to dissolve the
school district under s. 117:10 (2).

4. A school board that requests review by the board under
s. 117.132. (4 (a) 1.

5. A person who files a petmon requesting revxew by the
board under s: 117.132 (4) (a) 2.

- (b)The clerk of the school district ordering the dissolution
orrequesting review-shall pay the fee under par. (a) 3 or 4 to
the state superintendent. The secretary of the board shall
forward the fee collected under par. (a) 5 to the state
supérintendent.

(c) The state superintendent may charge a person filing a
notice -of appeal under s. 117.12 (4) or 117.13 (3) a fee
sufficient to reimburse the department for the costs of the
appeal panel under s. 117.12 (4) or 117.13 (3). The secretary
of the board shall collect the fee and forward it to the state
superintendent. The state superintendent may not charge any
person who files a notice of appeal under-s. 117.12 (4) and is
charged the fee under this paragraph any additional fee for
review by the board under s. 117.12 (5).

(10) STATE SUPERINTENDENT T0 ADVISE. The state superin-
tendent shall'advise and consult with school boards regarding
school district organization and reorganization. If, in the
state superintendent’s opinion, one or-more school districts
should be altered, consolidated or dissolved, he or she may
make recommendations to the school boards '

Hlstory 1989 a. ll4 287.

117.08 Consolidation of school districts. (1) INITIATION OF
PROCEDURES. The school boards of 2 or more school districts
may adopt resolutions stating that they will consider consoli-
dating their school districts. The school district clerk of each
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school board adopting a resolution under this subsection
shall send a certified copy of the resolution to the school
boards of each of the other affected school districts and to the
secretary of the board.

(2) SCHOOL BOARD ACTION. In the first July beginning after
the adoption of resolutions by 2 or more school boards under
sub. (1), the school boards of the affected school districts may
order the school districts consolidated by the adoption, by
each of those school boards, of a resolution ordering the
consolidation. Failure of a school board to adopt a resolution
either ordering or denying the consolidation before August 1
constitutes a denial of the consolidation by that school board.
The school district clerk of each school board adopting a
resolution under this subsection, either ordering or denyinga
consolidation, shall, within 5 days after the adoption of the
resolution, send a certified copy of the resolution to the
school boards of each of the other affected school districts
and file a certified copy of the resolution as provided under s.
117.17 (2). If the school board of each affected school district
adopts a resolution ordering the consolidation, the consoli-
dation shall take effect on the following July 1, unless a
referendum under sub. (3) is required.

(3) RerereNDUM. (a) If the school board of each affected
school district adopts a resolution ordering a consolidation
under sub. (2), a referendum on the consolidation shall be
held under par. (b) if one of the following occurs:

1. At the time of adopting the resolution under sub. (2), the
school board of any affected school dlstnct directs the
holding of a referendum,

2. Before the 2nd Tuesday of September followmg the
adoption of the resolutions under sub. (2), a petition con-
forming to the requirements of s. 8.40 requesting a referen-
dum, signed by at least 10% of the electors who reside in any
affected school district, is filed with the clerk of the school
district that has the highest equalized valuation of the af-
fected school districts. The validity of the petition shall be
governed by the rules promulgated under s. 8.40 (3).

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a
referendum is filed under par. (a), the school district clerk of
the school board adopting the resolution or'the school district
clerk receiving the petition shall immediately notify the
school boards of each of the other affected school districts,
the secretary of the board and the clerk of each city, village or
town, any part of which is contained within an affected
school district. The referendum shall be held in the affected
school districts as provided under's. 117.20. Votes shall be
counted separately for each affected school district.

(4) REFERENDUM RESULTS, If a majority of the votes cast in
each affected school district is in favor of consolidation, the
school districts shall be consolidated on the following July L.
At the time of canvassing the returns, the school boards of the
affected school districts shall make and file an order of school
district reorganization unders. 117.17 (2).

- History: 1989-a. 114, 192, 287; 1991 a. 32.

117.09 . Consolidation of - union high and elementary
school districts. (1) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. The school
board of a union high school district and the school boards of
any of the school districts operating only elementary grades
whose territory is included in the union high school district
may adopt resolutions stating that they will consider consoli-
dating the union high school district and all of the elementary
school districts whose territory is included in the union high
school district to ¢reate a common or unified school district
operating both elementary and high school grades. The
school district clerk of each school board adopting a resolu-
tion under this subsection shall send a certified copy of the
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resolution to the school boards of each of the other affected
school districts and to the secretary of the board.

(2) SCHOOL BOARD ACTION. (a) In the first July beginning
after the adoption of resolutions under:sub. (1), the school
board of the union high school district and the school boards
of one or more of the elementary school districts that adopted
resolutions under sub. (1) and that have, in their combined
territory, at least 55% of the equalized valuation of the union
high school district, may order the union high school district
and all of the elementary school districts whose territory is
included in the union high school district consolidated to
create a common or unified school district operating both
elementary and high school grades by the adoption of a
resolution ordering the consolidation by each school board.

(b) Failure of a'school board to adopt a resolution under
par.: (a) before August 1, either ordering or denying the
consolidation, constitutes a denial of the consolidation by
that school board. The school district clerk of each school
board that adopts a resolution ordering or denying a consoli-

dation under par. (a) shall, within 5 days after the adoption of

the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolution to the
school boards of the other affected school districts and file a
certified copy of the resolution as provided under s. 117.17
(2). If a consolidation is ordered under par. (a), the consolida-
tion shall take effect on the following July 1, unless a
referendum is required under sub. (3).

(3) RerereNDUM. (a) If a consolidation is ordered under
sub. (2).(a), a referendum on the consolidation shall be held
under par. (b) if one of the following occurs:

1. Before the 2nd Tuesday of ‘September followmg the
adoption of the resolution ordering consolidation under sub:

(2) (2), the school board of any affected school district directs.

the holding of a referendum.

2. Before the 2nd Tuesday. of September followmg the.

adoption of the resolutions under sub. .(2) (a), a petition
conforming . to. the requirements of s. 8.40 requesting- a
referendum, signed by at least 10% of the electors who reside
in any affected school district, is filed with the clerk of the
union high school district. The validity of the petition shall be
governed by the rules promulgated under s. 8.40 (3).

~(b)-If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a

referendum is filed under par. (a), the school district clerk-of

the school board adopting the resolution or the schoo] district
clerk ‘receiving - the -petition shall immediately notify. the
school boards of each- of the other affected school districts,
the secretary of the board and the clerk of each city, village or
town, any. part of which is contained within an affected
school district. The referendum shall be held in the union high
school district as provided under s. 117.20. Votes shall be
counted separately for the union high school district and each
affected elementary school district.

(4) REFERENDUM RESULTS. If @ majority of the votes cast in
the union high school district and in 2 majority of the affected
elementary school districts is in favor of consolidation, the
union high school district and all of the affected elementary
school districts shall be consolidated -on the following July 1.
At the time of canvassing the returns; the school boards of the
affected school districts shall make and file an order of'school
district reorganization under s. 117.17(2).-

(5) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN MORE THAN ONE UNION
HIGH SCHOOL. DISTRICT. (a) If a school district that operates
only elementary grades has territory in more than one union
highschool district, it may consolidate under this section only

with the union high school district in which more than 50%of

its territory, as measured by equalized valuation, is located.
Only the territory of the elementary school district that. is
located in that union high school district shall be included in
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the newly created common or unified school district operat-
ing both elementary and high school grades.

(b) The remaining territory of the elementary school
district shall be attached; by the reorganization order issued
under sub. (2) or (4), to a school district that operates only
elementary grades and has territory located in the union high
school district attended by the high school pupils who reside
in the territory being attached.

(c) Upon the request of the school board of any affected
school -district, . or. the school board, of any other school
district operating only elementary grades that has territory in
the union high school district identified under par. (b), the
board. shall determine to which elementary school district
temtory shall be attached under par. (b). The board shall
issue an .order that either affirms the attachment of the
territory as specified in the order under sub. (2) or (4) or
modifies the order under sub. (2) or (4) by attaching all or
part of the territory to one or more other school districts
identified under par. (b).

(d) Upon the request of the school board of any affected
school district, the board shall review any proposed appor-
tionment of assets and liabilities under s. 66.03 2c) (@) 1,
between ‘the school district created by the consolidation
under par: (a) and any elementary school district to which
territory is proposed to be attached under par. (b) or (c), and
shall “issue ‘an ‘order affirming or modifying that
apportionment. '

History: 1989 a. 114, 192

117.10 Dissolution of a school district. (1) INITIATION OF
PROCEDURES. A school board may adopt a resolution stating
that it will consider dissolving the school district.: The school
district clerk of a school board adopting a resolution under
this subsection shall send a certified copy of the resolution to
the secretary of the board.

(2) Scaoor BOARD ACTION. In the fust July beginning after
the adoption of a resolution under sub. (1), the school board
may order the school district dissolved by adopting a resolu-
tion ordering the dissolution. Failure of a school board to
adopt a resolution either ordering or denying the dissolution
before August 1 constitutes a denial of the dissolution by the
school board. The school district clerk of a school board
adoptmg a resolutxon under this subsection, either ordering
or denying a dlSSO]llthI‘l, shall file a certified copy of the
resolution as provided under s. 117.17 (2). A school board
order under this subsection is not effective unless afﬁrmed by
the board under sub. 4.

(3) ADVISORY REFERENDUM.:(a)-If the school board adopts a
resolution ‘under sub. (2) ordering a dissolution, an advisory
referendum-on the dissolution shall be held under this subsec-
tion if one of the following occurs:

‘1. At the time of adopting the resolution under sub. (2), the
school board directs the holdmg of an advisory referendum
on the dissolution.

- 2. Before the 2nd Tuesday of ‘September following the
adoption’ of the resolution under sub. (2), a petition con-
forming to the requirements of's: 8:40 requesting an advisory
referendum,”signed by at least 10% of the electors who reside
in the affected school district, is filed with the school district
clerk. The validity of the petition-shall- be governed by the
rules promulgated under s. 8.40° (3)

(b) If an advisory referendum is dlrect‘ed or a petition
requesting an advisory refeérendum is filed under par. (a), the
school district clerk shall immediately notify the secretary: of
the board and the clerk:of each city, village or town, any part
of which is contained within the school district. The advisory
referendum shall be held in the school district as provided
under s: 117.20. -
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(4) BoarD REVIEW. After the 2nd Tuesday of September
following the adoption of the resolution under sub. (2), if no
advisory referendum is required, or after the advisory refer-
endum, if one is held, the board shall review the dissolution
and, before the following January 15, issue an order either
affirming or denying the school board’s dissolution order
The order shall be in writing, shall include a statement of the
reasons for the order and shall be filed as provided under s.
117.17 (2). If the board affirms the school board’s dissolution
order, the board shall also issue an order assigning the school
district’s assets and liabilities under s. 66.03 (2¢) (a) 1, and the
school district’s temtory, to one or more other school dis-
tricts, and providing for the employes of the dissolved school
district under s; 117.25 (3). If the board affirms the school
boaid’s dissolution order, the ‘'school district shall be dis-
solved on the following July 1.

(5) EFFECT OF NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. A school
district may not be dissolved under this section if it has
constructed a new school building within the 3 years immedi-
ately-preceding the adoption of a resolution under sub. (2)
and; on the date the resolution is adopted, the school district
has ‘outstanding debt for the building. This subsection does
not apply if the school district to which the building is
assigned under sub. 4 agrees to accept both the school
bu11d1ng and the outstanding debt for the school building or,
prior to the effective date of the dissolution, the building is
sold and the debt is paid

History: 1989 a. 114, 192, 287

117.11. -Detachment and attachment of large territory. (1)
AppricaTiON. This' section applies to the detachment of
territory from one school district and: its attachment to an
adjoining school district if one of the following applies:

(a) The assessed value of the territory proposed to be
detached from one school district and-attached to an adjoin-
ing school district; divided by the assessment ratio of the
taxation district, is equal to or greatér than 7% of the
equahzed valuation of the school district from whxch the
territory is proposed to be detached.

(b) Seven ‘percent or more of the enrollment of the school
district from which the temtory is proposed to be detached
resides in the territory proposed to be detached from that
school district.

(2) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES A majonty of the electors
re51dmg in territory proposed to be detached from one school
district and attached to-an adjoining school district, or
owners of more ‘than 50% of the territory proposed.to be
detached from one school district and attached.to an adjoin-
ing school district, as measured by ‘its-assessed valuation
divided by the assessment ratio of the taxation district, may
file.a written petition with the clerk of the school district in
which the territory is located requesting the detachment of
the territory from that school district and its attachment to an
adjoining school district. The petition shail include a descrip-
tion of ‘the territory sufficiently accurate to-determine its
location in the school district in which it is located,as certified
by the clerk of each city, town or village within which all or
part of the territory is located, and the number of pupils
residing in ‘that territory who, on the most recent of the
preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd Friday of January,
were enrolled in the school district from which the territory is
proposed to be detached as certified by the clerk of that
school district. Upon receipt -of the ‘petition, the school
district clerk shall send a certified notice of the petition to the
school board of the school district to which the territory is
proposed to be attached and to the secretary of the board.
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(3) SCHOOL BOARD ACTION. In the first July beginning after
receipt of a petition under sub. (2), the school boards of the
affected school ‘districts may order the territory detached
from the school district in which it is located and attached to
the adjoining school district by the adoption, by each of those
school boards, of a resolution ordering the detachment and
attachment. Failure of a school board to adopt a resolution
either ordering or denying the detachment and attachment
before August 1 constitutes a denial of the reorganization by
that 'school board. The school district clerk of each school
board that adopts a resolution ordering or denying the
reorganization under this subsection shall, within 5 days after
the adoption of the resolution, send a certified copy of the
resolution to the school board.of the other affected school
district and file a certified copy of the resolution as provided
unders. 117.17 (2). If the school board of each affected school
district adopts a resolution ordering the detachment and
attachment, the reorganization shall take effect on the July 1
following the adoption of the resolutions, unless a referen-
dum is:required under sub. (4).

- (4) REFERENDUM, (a) A referendum on the proposed reor-
ganization shall be held if one of the following occurs before
the 2nd Tuesday of September following the adoption of a
resolution under sub: (3): .

1. The school board of either affected school district directs
the holding of a referendum.

2. A petition conforming to-the requirements of s. 8.40
requestinga referendum, signed by at least 10% of the electors
who reside in either affected school district, is filed with the
clerk of the school district from which the territory is pro-
posed to be detached. The validity of the petition shall be
governed by the rules promulgated under s. 8.40 (3).

(b) If a referendum is directed or a petition requesting a
referendum is filed under par. (a), the school district clerk of
the school board adopting the resolution or the school district
clerk receiving the ‘petition shall immediately notify the
school board of the other affected school district, the secre-
tary of the board and the clerk of each city, village or town,
any part of which is contained within an affected school
district. The referendum shall be held in the affected school
districts as provided under s. 117.20. Votes shall be counted
separately for each affected school district.

(5) REFERENDUM RESULTS. If a majority of the votes cast in
each affected school district is in favor of the reorganization,
the reorganization shall take effect on the following July 1. At
the time of canvassing the returns, the school boards of the
affected school districts shall make and file an order of school
district reorganization under s. 117.17 (2).

History: 1989 a. 114, 192,

117.12 Detachment and attachment of small territory initi-
ated by owner. (1) ApPLICATION. This section applies to the
detachment of territory from one school district and its
attachment to an adjoining school district if all of the
following apply:

(a) The assessed value of the territory proposed to be
detached from one school district and attached to an adjoin-
ing school district, divided by the assessment ratio of the
taxation district, is less than 7% of the equalized valuation of
the school district from which it is proposed to be detached.

(b) Less than 7% of the enroliment of the school district
from which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in
the territory proposed to be detached from that school
district.

(2) PeririoN. A majority of the-electors residing in the
territory described under sub. (1) or owners of 50% or more
of that territory may-file a wriften petition with the clerk of
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the school district in which the territory is located requesting
the detachment of the territory from that school district and
its attachment to-an adjoining school district. The petition
shall include a description: of the territory sufficiently accu-
rate to determine its location in the school district in which it
is located, as certified by the clerk of each city, town or village
within which all or part of the territory is located, .and the
number of pupils residing in that territory who, on the most
recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd
Friday of January, were-enrolled in the school district from
which the territory is proposed to be detached, as certified by
the.clerk of that school district. Upon receipt of the petition,
the school district .clerk shall send a certified copy of the
petition to the school board of the school district to which the
territory is pr oposed to be attached and to the secretary of the
board.

(3) SCHOOL BOARD ACTION. In the first February begmnmg

after receipt of a petition under sub. (2), the school boards of

the affected school districts may order the territory detached
from the school district in which it is located and attached to
the adjoining school district by the adoption, by each of those
school boards, of a resolution ordering the reorganization.
Before adopting a resolution- under this subsection -that
grants or denies the reorganization,-each school board shall
give the electors and owners who signed'the petition under
sub. (2) an opportunity to meet-with the school board to
present their reasons for the proposed reorganization. Fail-
ure of a school board to-adopt a resolution before March 1
either ordering or denying the reorganization constitutes a
denial of the reorganization by the school board. The school
district clerk of each school board adopting a resolution
under this subsection that orders or denies a reorganizition
shall, within 5°days after the adoption of the resolution, send
a certified copy of the resolution to the:school board of the
other affected school district and file a certified copy of the
resolution as provided under s. 117.17 (2). If the school board
of each affected school district adopts a resolution ordering
the detachment and attachment, the reor, gamzatlon shall take
effect on the followmg July1.

{4y APPEAL TO PANEL. If the detachment and attachment of

territory is denied by either schiool board under sub. 3),a
majority of the electors residing i in the territory or the owners
of 50% or more of the territory' may appeal the denial to an

appeal panel by filing notice of appeal with the secretary of

the board before thé March 15 following the denial. The
secretary of the board shall send a copy of the notice of appeal
to the' school board of éach affected school district. Except as
provided under sub. (5), the appeal panel shall issue an order
either affirming the school board’s denial of the proposed
r'eor'ganization or ordering all or any part of the territory
desc¢ribed in_the petition. under sub. (2) detached from the
school district in which .it is located and attached to the
adjoining school district. The order shall be issued before the
June 15 following the filing of the notice of appeal The order
shali be in writing, shall include a statement of reasons for the
order and shall be filed as provided unders. 117.17 (2). If the
appeal panel orders territory detached from one school
district and attached to an adjoining school district, the
reorganization shall take effect on the fo]lowmg July 1.

(5) BOARD REVIEW: () If more than one appeal to detach
territory from a single school district is filed under sub. (4)
before March 15 and any of the following applies, the board
shall review all of those appeals:

1. The total assessed valuation of the territory proposed to
be detached under the-appeals, divided by the assessment

ratio of the taxation district; is equal to or greater than 7% of
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the equalized valuation of the school district from which the
territory is proposed to be detached.

2. The total number of pupils residing in the territory
proposed to be detached under the appeals who, on the most
recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd
Friday of January, were enrolled in the school district from
which the territory is proposed to be detached is equal to or
greater than 7% of that school district’s enroliment.

(am) In addition to.reviewing appeals described under par.
(a), the board shall review an appeal if any of the following
applies:

1. The assessed valuation of the territory proposed to be
detached under the appeal, divided by the assessment ratio of
the taxation district, when added to the total assessed valua-
tion of all territory detached from that school district in the 2
years preceding the date on which the petition was filed under
sub. (2), divided by the appropriate assessment ratios, is equal
to or greater than 2% of the school district’s equalized
valuation.

2. The number of pupils residing in the territory proposed
to be detached .under the appeal who are included in the
enrollment of the school district from which the territory is
proposed to be detached, when added to the number of pupils
who tesided in territory detached from that school district,
and were included in previous enrollments of that school
district, in the 2 years preceding the date on which the petition
was filed under sub. (2), constitute 2% or more of the school
district’s enrollment. ,

(b) The secretary of the board shall notify the school board
of ‘each affected school district. and each owner or elector who
signed the notice of appeal under sub. (4) that the appeal or
appeals will be reviewed by the board under this subsection
rather than by an appeal panel under sub. (4). The board shall
issue an order either affirming the school boards’ denial of all
or any of the proposed reorganizations under par. (a) or the
proposed. reorganization under par. (am) or ordering all or
any part of the territory described in all or any of the petitions
under sub. (2) or included in the appeal filed under par. (am)
detached from the school district in which it is located and
attached to an adjoining school district. In addition to the
criteria under s, 117.15, in making its decision the board also
shall consider the effect that the proposed detachments under
par. (a), taken as a whole, will have on the school district from
which the territory is. proposed to be detached, or the
cumulative effect 'on that school district of the proposed
detachment under par.  (am). The board’s order shall be
issued before the June 15 following the filing of the notice of
appeal. The order shall be in writing, shall include a statement
of reasons for'the order and shall be filed as provided unders.
117.17 (2). If the board orders territory detached from one
school district and attachéd to an adjoining school district,
the reorganization shall take effect on the following July 1.

History 1989.a 114, 287 .

117 13 Dntachrnent eml a'!aﬂh... nt of small territory initi-
ated by school boards. (1) ArpLICATION. This section applies
to the detachment of territory from one school district and its
attachment to an adjoining school district if all of the
following apply:

- (a) The assessed value of the territory proposed to be
detached from one school district and attached to an adjoin-

ing school district, divided by the assessment ratio of the

taxation district, is less than 7% of the equalized valuation of
the school district from which the territory is proposed to. be
detached.

(b) Less than 7% of the enrollment of the school district
from which the territory is proposed to be detached resides in
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the territory proposed to be detached from that. school
district.

(2) ScHOOL BOARD ACTION, The school boards of 2 adjoin-
ing school districts may order territory detached from one of
the school districts and attached to the other school district
by the adoption, by each of the school boards, of a resolution
ordering the detachment and attachment. The resolution

. shall include a description of the territory sufficiently accu-
rate to determine its location in the school district in which it
islocated, as certified by the clerk of each city, village or town
within which all or any part of the territory is located, and the
number of pupils residing in that territory who, on the most
recent of the preceding 3rd Friday of September or 2nd
Friday of January, were enrolled in the school district from
which the territory is proposed to be detached, as certified by
the clerk of that school district. Prior to adopting a resolution
under this subsection, the school board of each affected
school district shall give the electors tesiding in and the
owners of the territory notice of the proposed reorganization
and -an opportunity to meet with the school board to present
reasons for or against the proposed reorganization. The
school district clerk of each school board that adopts a
resolution under this subsectlon shall, within 5 days after
adopting the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolu-
tion to the school board of the other affected school district
and file a certified copy of the resolution as prov1ded under s.
117.17 (2). If the school board of each of the affected school
districts adopts'a resolution ordering ‘the detachment and
attachment, the reorganization shall take effect on the first
July 1 after the March 1 fo]lowmg the adoption of the
resolutlons, unless an appeal is filed under sub. (3)

{3) APPEAL TO PANEL. A majority of the electors residing in
or.the owners of 50% or more of the territory detached from
one school district and attached to an adjoining. school
district. under sub. (2) may appeal the reorganization to an
appeal panel by filing notice of appeal with the secretary of
the board before the first March- 15 following the adoption of
the resolution under sub..(2). The secretary of the board shall
send acopy of the notice of appeal to the school board of each
affected school ‘district. If an appeal.is filed under this
subsection, the appeal panel shall issue-an order detaching all
or. any: part of the territory described in the resolution
adopted under sub.-(2) from the school district in which it is
located and attaching-it to the adjoining school district, or
-denying the reorganization. The order shall be issued before
the' June 15 following the filing.of the notice of appeal. The
order shall be in writing, shall include a statement of reasons
for the order and shall be filed as provided unders. 117.17 (2).
If the appeal panel affirms the school ‘boards’ order, the
reorgamzatlon shall take effect on the following July 1

. -History: 1989 a 114 :

111.132’ vTerrltory anneXed to certain municipalities. (1)
APPLICATION. This section applies to the proposed attach-
ment to a school district of territory that islocated wholly ina
county with a-population of more than 325 000 and less than
500,000.

(1m) DEFINITIONS; In this section: .

(a):“Annexed” means annexed or attached under s. 66. 021
66.022, 66.023, 66.024,.66.025 or 66.027.

(b) “Less than50% of the land in the annexed territory is
~developed” means that on the date of annexation, less than
+50% of ‘the land in the annexed territory, as measured by
~geographic area, is occupied by permanent improvements,
including buildings, streets, sidewalks, parking lots, drive-
ways, sewers: or. utilities, .~ or is incidental to such
improvements. : C '
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(c) “Municipality”” means any city or village any portion of
which is located in a county that has a population of more
than 325,000 and less than 500,000. ;

(d) “Municipal school district” means a school district
whose territory includes more than 50% of the territory of a
municipality, as measured by geographic area.

(2) INITIATION OF PROCEDURES. (a) If temtory is annexed to
a municipality, the territory is not included in the municipal
school district and less than 50% of the land in the annexed
territory is developed, the school board of the municipal
school district may adopt a resolution requesting the school
board of the school district in which the annexed territory is
located. to meet with it to discuss the detachment of the
annexed ' territory from the school district in which it is
located and its attachment to the municipal school district.
The: resolution shall include a description of the territory
sufficiently accurate to determine its location in the school
district in which it is located, as certified by the clerk of the
annexing municipality. The clerk of the municipal school
district shall send a certified copy of the resolution to the
school board of the school district in which the annexed
territory islocated, to all owners of territory located in the
annexed territory and to the secretary of the board.

(b) If. territory is annexed to a municipality and the
territory is not included in the municipal school district, the
owners. of more than 50% of the annexed territory, as
measured by its assessed valuation divided by the assessment
ratio. of the taxation district, may file a written petition with
the clerk of the school district in which the territory is located
requesting the detachment of the annexed territory from the
school district in which it is located and its attachment to the
municipal school district. The petition shall include a descrip-
tion of the territory sufficiently accurate to determine its
location in the school district in which it is located, as certified
by the clerk of the annexing municipality. Upon receipt of the-
petition, the school district clerk shall send a certified copy of
the resolution to the school board of the municipal school
district, to all owners of territory located in the annexed
territory and to the secretary of the board.

(3) SCHOOL BOARD ACTION. In the first July beginning after
the adoption of'a resolution under sub. (2) (a) or the receipt of
a petition under sub. (2) (b), the school boards of the affected
schgol districts may order the territory detached from the
school district in which it is located and attached to.the
municipal school district by the adoption, by each of the
school boards, of a resolution ordering the detachment and
attachment. Failure of a school board to adopt a resolution
before August 1 either ordering or denying the detachment
and attachment constitutes a denial of the reorganization by
that school board. The school district clerk of each school
board adopting a resolution under this subsection that orders
or denies the reorganization shall, within 5 days after adopt-
ing the resolution, send a certified copy of the resolution to
the school:board of the other affected school district and to
each of the owners of territory in the annexed territory and
file a certified copy of the resolution as provided under s.
117:17.(2): If the school board of each affected school district
adopts a resolution under this subsection ordering the de-
tachment and attachment, the reorganization shall take effect
on the following July 1.

- (4) BOARD REVIEW. (a) The board shall review a reorganiza-
tion proposed under this section if one of the following

.occurs:

1. Less than 50% of the land in the annexed territory is
developed one of the school boards under sub. (3) adopts a
resolution ordering the reorganization, the other school
board denies the reorganization and, before the following
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September 1, either of the school boards files a petition with
the secretary of the board requesting board review of the
proposed reorganization.

2. Before the September 1 following the granting or
denying of the proposed reorganization under sub. (3), the
‘owners of more than 50% of the annexed territory, as
measured by its assessed valuation divided by the assessment
ratio of the taxation district, file a petition with the secretary
of the board requestmg board review of the proposed
reorganization.

(b) If a petition requesting review is ﬁled under par. (a) 1,
the secretary of the board shall immediately notify the school
board of the other affected school district and each of the
owners-of territory in the annexed territory. If a petition
requesting review is filed under par. (a) 2, the secretary of the
board shall immediately notify the school board of each
affected school district. Before the following January 15, the
board shall issue an order either affirming the denial of the
proposed ‘reorganization or detaching all or part of the
annexed ‘territory described in the- resolution or petition
under sub. (2) from the school district in which it is located
and attaching it to the municipal school district. The board’s
order shall be in writing; shall include a statement of reasons
for the order and shall be filed as provided under s.'117.17 (2).
If the board orders territory detached from the school district
in which it is located and attached to the municipal school
district, the reorganization shall take effect on the following
July 1.

H:story 1989 a. 114; 1991 2. 269

17. 14 Appeal to court. (1) Any petson aggrieved by-the
denial of a consolidation under's. 117.08 (2) or 117.09 (2), the
granting of a detachment and attachment of territory under s.
117.11-(3) or any order of the board or an appeal panel under
this chapter may, within 30 days after copies of the order.are

filed with the secretary of the board under s. 117.17 (2),

appeal the order to a circuit court as follows:

(a) If the order is issued under ss. 117.08; 117.09 or 117.10,
the appeal shall be filed with the circuit court of any county in
which.any territory of any affected school district is located.

~(b) 1If the order is issued under ss. 117.11 to - 117.132, the
appeal shall be filed. with the circuit court of any county in
which any of:the territory proposed to be detached from one
school district -and attached to another school .district is
located or with the circuit court of any county in which any
territory- of the school district -to which the territory is
proposed to be attached i is located.

(2)' A person appealing under this section shall serve a
written notice of'.appeal stating specifically the grounds upon
which the appeal is based on the secretary of the board and
file the notice with the clerk of the circuit court.

Hlstory 1989 a. 114, 287 !

117.15 Criteria for school 'district reorganizations. " In
‘making any decision under ss. 117.08 to 117.132, a school
board, the board and an appeal panel shall consider the
following factors as they affect the educational welfare of all
of the children residing in all of the affected school d1str1cts,
and may consider other appropriate factors:

(1) The geographical and topographical characteristics of
the affected school districts, including the estimated travel
time to 'and from school. for pupils in the school districts.

(2) The educational needs of all of the children residing in
the affected school districts, the -educational programs ‘cur-
rently offered by each affected school district and the ability
and commitment of each school district to meet those nieeds
and continue to offer those educational programs.
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(2m) If territory is proposed to be detached from one
school district and attached to an adjoining school district,
whether: the proposed detachment will have any adverse
effect on the program currently offered by the school district
from which the territory is proposed to be detached, includ-
ing: both curricular- and extracumcular aspects of. that
program.

- (8) The testimony of and written statements filed by the
residents of the affected school districts.

(4) The estimated fiscal effect of the proposed reorganiza-
tion on the affected school districts, including the effect of the
apportionment of assets and liabilities.

(5) Whether the proposed reorganization will make any

part of a school district’s territory noncontiguous.
*.(6) The socioeconomic level and racial composition of the
pupils.who reside or will réside in territory proposed to be
detached from one school district and attached to an adjoin-
ing -school district or in school districts proposed to be
consolidated or in a school district proposed to be dissolved;
the proportion of the pupils who reside in such territory who
are children at risk, as defined unders. 118.153 (1) (a); and the
effect that the pupils described in this paragraph will have on
the present and future socioeconomic level and racial compo-
sition of the affected school districts and on the proportion of
the affected school districts’ enrollments that will be children
at risk.

V) The results of any referendum held under s, 117.10.

' History: 1989 a. 114, 267. :

17147 Reorganization order. (1) CONTENTS; EFFECTIVE
DATE. (a) Every order of school district reorganization under
s. 117.08 or. 117.09 that creates a new school district shall state
the -school districts. which are dissolved to create the new
school district, name the new school district, state the type of
school district and the grades to be taught by the new school
district pursuant to's. 115.01 (2), (3) and (5), designate the
number of school board meémbers under's. 120.01 or 120.41,
designate the terms of initial members of the school board
under 5. 120.02 (3) (a), designate the method of election of
school board members under s. 120.06 or 120.42, direct the
election of school board members under s. 120.06 or 120.42,
insofar as applicable, designate the date of the first election of
school board members, as provided undet s. 117.22 (2) (b),
and fix the time and place for the first annual meeting of the
new school district, if one is'to be held. The secretary of the
boaid shall give notice of the first annual meeting, if one is to
be held, under s, 120.08'(1) (c), and shall designate a person to
act as temporary chairperson of the annual meeting until a
chairperson is elected.

(b) Every order of school district reorganization under s.
117.10 that dissolves a school district shall state the school
district that is dissolved and describe the territory, assets and
liabilities of the school district. Every order of school district
reotgamzatlon issued under's. 117.10 (4) shall describe the
territory, asseis and liabilities. allocateu to each other school
district under that subsection.

-(¢) Every-order of school district reorganization under ss.
117.11 to 117:132 shall state the school districts from which
any territory is detached and the school-district to which any
territory is attached and describe the territory.

(d) Every order of school district reorganization shall state
the date on ‘which it is to take-effect. The date shall be as
specified under'ss. 117 08to 117.132 and 117.27(1), except as
follows:-

F..Anappeal to circuit court unders. 117.14 stays an order
of reorganization. If no-appeal from the circuit court order is
filed under s. 808.03, the effective date of a reorganization




Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.

2457 91-92 Wis. Stats
order appealed to circuit court shall be the later of the
effective date specified under ss. 117.08 to 117.132 or the day
after the last day on which an appeal from the circuit court
order may be filed, as specified under s. 808:04 (1), unless a
later date is ordered by the circuit court.

2."An appeal under s. 808.03 stays an order of reorgamza-
tion. The effective date of an order appealed under s. 808.03
shall be the later of the effective date specified under ss.
117.08 to 117.132 or the date on which an appellate judgment

affirming or granting reorganization is filed with the clerk of

the circuit court under s. 809.26 or 809.63, unless a later date
is ordered by the court.

(2) FiLinG. A certified copy of any resolutron or order
granting, affirming or denying a reorganization shall be filed,
within 5 days after it is adopted or issued, with the secretary
of the board. Upon receipt of the resolution or order, the

secretary of the board shall immediately place on it the date -

upon which it was received. If the resolution or order affirms
or grants a reorganization, within 5 days after receipt of the
resolution or order the secretary of the board shall send, by
certified mail, a certified copy of the resolution or order to the
clerk of each ¢ity, vrllage town or county, any part of which is
contained within an affected school district.

(3) PRESUMPTION; VAI_IDITY OF ORDER. (a) A reorganization
order shall ‘be presumptive evidence of the facts recited

therein and of the proceedings preliminary to the issuance of

the order. ‘
(b) The failure of any officer to perform a duty imposed

upon him or her by this chapter does not affect the validity of

a reorganization order otherwise lawfully made; but the

officer is subject to s. 946.12.
History: 1989 a. 114,

117.20 Referendum procedures. (1) If a referendum is
required under ss. 117.08 to 117.11, it shall be held on the
Tuesday after the first Monday in November following

receipt ‘of the petition or adoption of the resolution under s.”

117.08 (3) (a), 117.09.(3) (a), 117.10 (3) (a)or 117.11 @) (a).

(2) The clerk of each affected school district shall publish
notice, as required unders. 8.55, in the territory of that school
district. The procedures for school board elections under s.
120.06 (5), (9), (11), (13) and (14) apply to a referendum held
under this section. The school board and school district clerk
of each’ affected school district shall each perform, for that
school district; the functions assigned to the school board and
the school district clerk, respectrvely, under those subsec-
tions. The form of the ballot shall correspond to the form
prescribed by the elections board under ss. 5.64 (2) and 7.08
(1) (a). The clerk of each affected school district shall file with
the secretary of the board a certified statement prepared by
the school district board of canvassers of the results of the

referendum in that school district.
History: 1989 a. 4.

117.22 - School boards in new school districts. (1) JOINT
INTERIM ‘SCHOOL BOARDS. (a) If school districts are consoli-
dated under s. 117.08 or 117.09, the school boards:of the
consolidating school districts shall constitute the joint mter im
school board of the new school district.

(b) The joint interim school board under par. (a) consti-
tutes the school board: of'the new school district begrnnmg on
the following date:

1.7If nio referendum . is required, on the 2nd Tuesday of-

September following the adoption-of the resolutron under's:
117.08 (2) or 117.09 (2).
w2m; If a referendum is required under s. 117‘:08 3) or

117“09 (3), on the 31st day following the date the-order of

reorganization is filed under.s. 117.08 (4) or 117.09:(4).
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3. If an appeal is made to circuit court under s. 117.14, the
circuit court affirms or grants the reorganization and no
appeal from the circuit court order is filed under s. 808 03, on
the day after the last date under s. 808.04 (1) on which an
appeal may be filed from the circuit court order.

4. If an appeal from the circuit court order is filed under s.
808.03, on the day. after the date on which an appellate

judgment affirming or granting reorganization is filed under

s. 809.26 or 809.63.

(c¢) The joint interim school board shall constitute the
school board of the new school district until a school board is
elected and qualified under sub. (2). The joint interim school
board shall have all the powers and duties of a school board
elected for the school district. Any action by the joint interim
school board requires an- affirmative vote of a majority of a
quorum of the joint interim board.

{2). ScHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS. (a) In this subsection,
“school district clerk’ means:

. 1. The clerk of the affected school district that has the
hrghest equalized valuation, if an order of reorganization is
issued under s. 117.08.

2. The clerk of the affected union high school district, if an
order of reorganization is issued under s. 117.09.

(b) An order of school district reorganization issued under
s. 117.08 or 117.09 shall designate the date of the first election
of school board members, which shall be after the time for
appeal unders. 117.14 has expired, if applicable, and not later
than 4 months after the effective date of the order, except as
provided under par. (cm).

(c) In the event of an appeal to circuit court unders. 117.14,
the secretary of the board shall set a new date for the election
which shall be after the entry of the circuit court order
affirming or granting the reorganization and the expiration of
the “appeal period under s. 808.04 (1), but not later than 6
months after expiration of the appeal period unders. 808.04
(1), except as provided under par. (cm). An appeal from the
circuit court order under s. 808.03 shall invalidate any
election date set after the appeal to circuit court. If an appeal
is made under s. 808.03, the secretary of the board shall set a
new date for the election which shall be not later than 4
monthsafter the date on which the appellate court judgment
affirming or granting the reorganization is filed with the
circuit court under s. 809.26 or 809.63, except as provided
under par: (cm). :

(cm) 1. No election date may be set under par. (b) or (c)
that would require the filing of a declaration of candidacy or
nomination papers prior to ‘the exprratron of the relevant
appeal period.

2:-No. election under par. (b) or (c) may be held after
February 1'and before the date of. the spring election, nor
after.September 1 and before the date of a general election
held.in the same year."

(d) At least 12 weeks prior to the date of the election, the
school district clerk shall publish a type A notice of the school
boar‘delection, under s. 10.01 (2) (a). No later than 5 p.m. on
the date 10 weeks prior to the election, any qualified elector of
the school district created by the reorganization may file with
the school district clerk a sworn declaration of candidacy for
the school board and, ‘if required, nomination papers, as
provided under s. 120.06 (6) (b). A candidate shall file an

amended declaration with the school district clerk as pro-

vided in s.120.06/(6) (b). Within 8 days after the first election
in the newly created school district, the school district clerk
shall notify the successful candidates of their election. On the
2nd Tuesday following the election, the clerk shall administer
or receive ‘the official oath and the newly elected members
shall take office. .
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(e) If a primary election for the school board positions is
required under s. 120.06 (7) (b), it shall be held on the day
which is'4 weeks before the election, except that if the school
board election is held on the day of the general election, the
primary shall be held on the day of the September primary,
and if the school board election is held on the day of the
spring election, the primary shall be held on the day of the
spring primary. The school district clerk shall notify the clerk
of each city, village or town, any part of which is contained
within an affected school district, of the primary election. The
school district clerk shall give the notices under s. 120.06 (8)
(c) on the Monday before the primary election, if one is held,
and on the Monday before the school board election.

(f) Costs chargeable to the school district under ss. 5.68
and 7.03 shall become a charge upon the new school district
and the school board of the new school district shall pay all

such costs.
History: 1989 a. 114, 287.

117,25 Transfer of assets, liabilities and employes;
agreements between consolidating school districts. (1)

ConsoLIDATIONS.- On the effective date of a consolidation of

school districts under s. 117 .08 or 117.09, all of the following
apply:

(a) The school dlStIlCtS that were consolidated cease to
exist,

(b) Title to all property and the assets of the school districts
under par. (a) become vested in the new consolidated school
district.

(c) Claims, obligations and contracts of the school districts
under par. (a) become claims, obligations and contracts of the
new consolidated school district. _

(d) 1. Employes of the school districts under par. (a)
become employes of the new consolidated school district,

2. The new consolidated school district assumes the rights
and obllgatlons of the school districts under par. (a), under
the provisions of any collective bargaining agreement that
applies to these employes.

3. The collective bargaining agreement remains in effect
until the expiration date of the agreement or until a new
collective bargaining agreement -between the school district
and representatives of these employes is effective, whichever
occurs first.

(1m) CONSOLIDATIONS; AGREEMENTS TO- CONTINUE PRO-
GRAMS OR FACILITIES. (a)-A- written agreement between the
school boards of 2 or more school districts that are consider-
ing consolidating under-s. 117.08 or 117.09 to continue
operating a program or facility at a specific location for a
specified period after consolidation, not to exceed 5 years,
shall be binding upon the joint interim school board of the
new 'school district under s. 117.22 and any subsequently
elected school board of the new school district. The school
district clerk of the school district with the largest equalized
valuation shall file a copy of the agreement with the state
superintendent.

(b) Ten.or more electors of the new. school district may
jointly petition the circuit court of the county in which any
portion of the new. school district is located to: enforce an
agreement under par. (a).

(2) DETACHMENT ‘AND ATTACHMENT OF TERRITORY. When

‘territory is detached from one school.district and attached to

an adjoining school district under ss. 117.11 to 117.132, all of

the following apply: -
(a) Assets and liabilities are ass1gned to the'school districts
‘under s. 66.03 on the effective date of the reorganization.
(b) 1. Any employe of the school district from which
territory is detached who is laid off as a result of the
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reorganization has priority over other persons, except em-
ployes of the school district to which the territory is attached
and former employes of that school district who were laid off
from that school district, for 3 years after the effective date of
the reorganization for new positions and vacant positions for
which he or she is qualified in the school district to which the
territory is attached.

2. Any person who wishes to exercise his or her priority
under subd. 1 shall notify the school district to which the
territory is attached, in writing, that he or she wishes to be
considered for any new position or vacant position and shall

include in the notice the address to be used by the school -

district to notify the person of such positions.

(3) DissoLuTions. If the board affirms the school board’s
dissolution order under s. 117.10 (4), the board’s order shall
specify that either sub. (1) (d) 1 or (2) (b) applies to employes
of the dissolved school district and shall identify the other
school district or school districts that shall be treated as the
new consolidated school district or school district to which
territory is attached for the purposes of sub. (1) (d) 1 or (2)
(b). If the board’s order identifies more than one such school
district, it shall also identify which of the employes of the
dissolved school district become employes of which of the
identified school districts under sub. (1) (d) 1, or have priority
for employment in which of the identified school districts
under sub. (2) (b).

Hlstory 1989 a. 114 287.

117.27 Change of district type. (1) A common or union
high school district may be changed into a unified school
district, a unified school district operating only high school
grades may be changed into a union high school district, and
a‘unified school district operating only elementary grades or
both elementary and high school grades may be changed into
a ¢common school district, if at least 30 days prior to the
spring election a petition conforming to the requirements of s.
8.40 requesting the change is filed with the school district
clerk signed by at least 10% of the electors residing in the
school district. The validity of the petition shall be governed
by, the rules promulgated under s. 8.40 (3).

(2) (a) The petition shall state that the school board of the
predecessor school district shall become the first school board
of the successor school district. Upon receipt of the petition,
the school district clerk shall publish a class I notice, under
ch. 985, of the filing of the petition. The notice shall include
the date, time and place at which the school board shall hold a
public hearing on the proposed change. The public hearing
shall be held at least 7 days prior to the date of the spring
election.

(b) The school district clerk shall include in the notice of

the spring election a statement that the election ballot will -

include a question on the change requested by the petition.
The form of the ballot shall correspond to the form pre-
scribed by the elections board under ss. 5.64 (2) and 7.08 (1)
(a) and the question on the ballot shall be:
“Shall the .... (name of school district) be a ...
school district structure set forth in the petition)?
Yes ... No...”

(3) If a majority of the electors voting at the spring election
vote in favor of the change, the school board shall issue an
order of school district reorganization effective on the July 1
following the spring election. A certified copy of the order
shall be filed as provided under s. 117.17 (2).

- (4) When the type of school district is changed, all prop-
erty, assets, claims; contracts, liabilities and obligations of the
predecessor school ‘district become the property, assets,

(type of
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claims, contracts, liabilities and obligations of the successor

school district.
History: 1983 a. 27,1985 a. 218; 1985a. 225ss.- 57, 82; 1985a 332; 1989 a
114's. 11; Stats. 1989 s 117.27; 1989 a. 192

117.30 Attachment upon failure to operate school. (1) If a
school district for 2 or more successive years has failed to
operate a school as required by law, the board shall attach the
territory of the school district to one or more school districts
that do operate schools. Within 60 days of the date on whicha
school district becomes subject to this section, the state
superintendent shall so notify the school district clerk and the
clerk of each municipality in which part of the school district
lies. Prior to August 30 of the year in which the school district
becomes subject to this section, the board shall issue an order
of school district reorganization attaching the school district
to one or more operating school districts. Orders issued under
this section take effect upon being filed as provided in s.
117.17 (2). The school board of each district to which any
territory is attached under this section shall levy and collect a
special tax against the property in the territory so attached for

SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION 117.30

such amount as is payable for tuition and transportation, at
the time of the attachment, by the school district in which the
attached territory was located prior thereto, in the proportion
that the equalized valuation of the attached territory bears to
the total equalized valuation of the school district in which
such territory was located prior to such attachment.

(3) If an order issued under this section is voided, the
nonoperating school district shall arrange for the attendance
of its pupils at the schools of one or more other school
districts .on a nonresident tuition basis, and shall provide
transportation to and from such schools by the methods
provided in s. 121.55 for all of its pupils who reside 2 miles or
more from the school they attend. Until a valid order has
been issued, the nonoperating school district may use such
funds on hand as have been raised or appropriated for
operation and maintenance or levy taxes to pay for such
tuition and transportation. If an order is voided, the board
shall issue new orders of school district reorganization within

the succeeding year.
History: 1979 ¢. 303; 1983 a. 27; 1989 a. 114's. 13; Stats 1989s. 117.30.
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