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THE ELECTORS 6.10

6.02 . Quallﬂcatlons, general. (l) Every
U.S. citizen age 18 or older who has resided in an
election district or ward for 10 days before any
election where he offers to, vote is an eligible
elector. ‘

(2) Any U. S. citizen age 18 or older who has
not resided in the election district or ward for 10
days preceding any election is entitled to vote in
the election in the election district or ward within
this state where he was last a qualified elector.

. {8) Any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who
moves within this state later than 10 days before
an election shall vote at his old ward if otherwise
qualified, or he may vote in the new ward if he
can comply with the 10-day residence require-
ment at the new address and complies with s.
6.5 e

Hlstory)l971c 3045.29 (2); 1971 ¢. 3365, 37; 1975 ¢. 85

ss. 5,66 (3
Durational residenice requirements. Clifford, 1973 WLR

‘ Declaratory relief denied in an action to have the 6-months
residency requirement -held invalid’ Piliavin v. Hoel, 320 F

Supp 66

6.03 Disqualification of electors. (1) The
following persons shall not be allowed to vote in
any election and any attempt to vote.shall-be
rejected:

(a) Any person under guardxanshlp, non
compos mentis, or insane, except that a court
determination unders. 880.33 (3) is requued in
the case of a limited guardianship;
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WHO MAY VOTE (b) Any person convicted of treason, felony or

bribery, unless his civil rights are restored. -

{2) No person’shall be allowed to vote in any
election in which he has made or become
interested, directly or indirectly, in any bet or
wager depending upon the result of the election.

History: 1973¢.284. -~ -

6.05 -Election : aday - age determl‘n,es‘
elector’s rights.. Any person'who‘ will be 18
years old ori of before election day is entltled to

vote if he complies with ch. 6.
History:1971¢.336s.37. -

6.10 Elector residence. Residence as a
qualification for voting shall be governed by the
following standards:

- (1). The residence of a person is the place

-where his habitation is fixed, without any present

intent. to move, and to which, when absent ‘he
intends toreturn,

{2) When-a mamcd person ’s famlly resides
at. one place and that person’s business is
conducted at another.place, the former place
establishes the residence. If the famlly place is

temporary or for transient purposes, it is not the

residence,

'(3) When an elector moves from one ward to
another or from one. municipality. to another
within the state after the last registration day but
at least 10 days before the election, the elector
may vote in and be considered a xesxdent of the
new ward where xeSIdmg upon reglstermg at the
proper polling place in the new ward under s.
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6.55 (2). If the elector moves within 10 days of
an election, the elector shall vote in the elector’s
old ward if otherwise qualified to vote there.

(4) An unmarried person sleeping in one-

ward and boarding in another has residence
where he sleeps. An unmarried person in a

transient vocation, a teacher or a student who -

boards at different places for part of the week,
month or year, has his residence, if one of the
places is with his parents, at the place of his
parents unless through registration or similar act
he elects to establish a residence elsewhere. If he
has no parents and if he has not registered
elsewhere, his residence shall be at the place
which he considered his residence in preference
to any other for ‘at least 10 days before an
election. If this place is within the municipality,
he is entitled to all the privileges-and subject to
all the duties of other citizens having their
residence there, including voting.

(5) A person shall not lose his residence when
he leaves his home and goes into another state or
county, town, village or ward of this state for
tempor ary purposes withanintent toreturn.

(6) As prescribed in the constitution, no
person loses his residence in this state while
absent from this state on business for the United
States or this state; and nomember of the armed
* forces of the United States gains a residence in
this state because he is stationed within. this
state.

(7). A guestata nat10na1 ora state soldiers’
home in this state, a guest at a home for the aged
supported by benevolence, or a patient of any
county home or-other charitable- institution,
resides in the municipality where ‘the home: is
located and within the ward where he sleeps,
unless before becoming a guest at the home he
elects to maintain his prior residence as: his
voting residence.

(8) ‘No person gains a residence in‘any ward,
town or village of this state while there for
temporary purposes only.

-(9) No person loses the right to vote at his
place  of residence ~'while receiving public
‘assistance or unemployment compensation even
if the legal settlement for assistance s elsewhere.

* '{(10). If a person 'moves to another state with
an intent to make his permanent résidence there,
‘or, if while there he exercises his right asa-citizen
of that state by votmg, he loses his Wisconsin
‘Tesidence.

{(11) Neither an intent to acquue a new
Tesidenice without ‘removal, mor -a’' removal
w1thout mtent shall affect residence. - o
B 12) Student status shall not be a considera-
tlon in deterimining residence for the purpose of
estabhshmg voter eligibility.

Hlstory 1971¢ 304s 29(2); 1975c 85,94, 199

,ttillég‘e) of‘
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Voter residency and absentee voting discussed. 60 Atty.
Gen 214
Voting residency of family members of military personnel
stationed in Wisconsin discussed. 61 Atty Gen 269
Upon marriage to a Wisconsin serviceman, a nonresident
glfe mgy take Wisconsin voting residence of husband. 61 Atty.
en. 365.

6.18 Former resldents. If ineligible to
qualify as an elector in the state to which he has
movéd, any former qualified Wisconsin elector
may vote an absentee ballot in the ward of his
prior residence in any presidential election
occurring within 24 months after leaving
Wisconsin by requestinig an application form and
returning it, properly executed, to the municipal
clerk of his prior Wisconsin residence. When
requesting an application form for an absentee
ballot, the applicant shall specify his eligibility
for only the presidential ballot. The application
form shall require the following information and
be in substantially the following form: '
This blank shall be returned to the municipal
clerk’s office. Application must be received in
sufficient time for ballots to be mailed and
returned prior to any presidential election at
which applicant wishes to vote. Complete all
statements in full. -

APPLICATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTOR’S ABSENT BALLOT.

(To be voted at the Presidential Electlon on
November ...., 19.. )
I,....her eby swear oraffirmthatIama citizen of
the Umted States, former ly residing at ... in the

. ward ... aldermanic district (01ty, town,
., County of ... for 10 days prior to
Ieavmg the State of Wlsconsm I, ... do solemnly
swear or affirm that I donot quahfv toregister or
vote under the laws of the State of ....(State you
now reside in) where I am presently residing. A
citizen must be a resident of: State . (Insext
time). County ....(Insert time) City, Town or
Village ... (Insert time), in order to be eligible to
register or vote therein. I further swear or-affirm
that my legal residence was established in the
Staté of -...(the State where you now reside) on
..Month....Day.... Year.
‘ ' Signed ...
..(Present addr ess)
-(City) .. .(State)
Subscribed and sworn to befor e me this.... day of

«19...

(Notaxy Public, or other offlcex author 1zed to
admlmster oaths.y
..(County)

Address ..

“My Commiission expires

MAIL BALLOT TO:
NAME .. :
ADDRESS

‘CITY....STATE.... ZIPCODE.....
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Penalties for Violations. Whoever swears falsely
to any absent elector affidavit under this section
may befined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned
not more than 6 months, or both. Whoever
intentionally votes more than oncein an eléction
may be fined not more than $10,000 or
imprisoned not more than 3 years, or both.
...{ Municipal Clerk)
.{ Municipality)

History: 1971 ¢.3045.29 (1), (2); 1975c 8555.9,66(3).

Where an American citizen abandons  his Wisconsin
residency, moves from the United States and establishes a new
permanent - residence in a -foreign country, no present
provisions of law afford such citizen the right to vote for
president” in the election -district of foxmer residence by
absentee ballot; 61 Atty Gen. 20.

6.20 Absent electors. (1) Any qualified
elector of this state who registers where required,
or who swears in his vote may vote by absentee
ballot, under ss. 6.85 t0 6.89.

(2) When by due proof it appears to the
inspectors that a person voting under this section
has died before the date of the election, they shall
return. the. ballot with .defective ballots. to the
issuing official. The casting of the ballot of a
deceased elector does not mvahdate the election.

-~ 6. 22 Absenteo votlng for mllltary electors.
(1) DEFINITION. In Title II, “military elector”
means:;

(a) Members of the armed forces of the
United States; -

(b) Members of the merchant marine of the
United States;

:(¢) Civilian employes of the. Umted States
and civilians officially attached to the military
serving outside the territorial limits of the United
States, ) »

(d) Spouses and dependents of those hsted in
the above categories residing with or accom-
panying them when living outside the territorial
hm1ts of the United States.

(2) APPLICATION. Whenever an apphcatxon

affidavit or other act is required in ss. 6 86 10 6.89 ‘

any military elector may fulfill the requirements
by subscnbmg or swearing, before. any person
authorized toadminister oaths,

3) REGISTRATION EXEMPT. Mlhtary electors
are not requued to reglster as a prereqmsne to
voting inany, electlon

(4) INSTRUCTIONS AND 'HANDLING. The
mumcxpaI clerk shall mail a ballot as soon as
available, toeach military elector by or for whom
a request ‘has been made. The board shall
prescnbe the instructions for marking and
returning ballots and the municipal clerk shall
~ eiiclose instructions with éach ballot and shall
also enclose supplemental mstructlons for local
elections. The envelope, return envelope or
explanatory note shall not contaln the name of
any candidate appearing on the enclosed ballots

THE ELECTORS 6.27

other than that of the municipal clerk affixed in
the fulfillment of his duties. The election
material shall be printed and mailed to make use
of the federal free postage laws.

(5) VotING PROCEDURE. The ballot shall be
marked, returned, deposited and recorded, the
same as other absentee ballots. In addition, the
affidavit under's. 6.87 (2) shall have a statement
of the elector’s birth date and that he has not
returned another ballot. Failure to return the
unused ballots in a primary ‘election shall not
invalidate the marked ballot. . - ,

(6) MiLiTARY ELECTOR LIST. Each mumclpal
clerk shall keep an up-to-date list of all eligible
tocal military electors; cuy clerks shall keep the
lists by wards. The list shall contain the name,
latest-known military ‘residence and military
mailing address of each military. elector. All
persons.over 18 years of age or who will be 18
years. old prior to an election shall be listed and
remain on the list for the duration of their tour of
duty. The list shall be kept current through all
possible means. Each clerk shall exercise
reasonable care to avoid duphcatlon of names or
listing anyone who is not ehglble to vote.. Each
clerk shall distribute 2 copies of the list to ‘the
appropriate waxd in the mumcxpahty for use'on
electionday.

(7) EXTENSION OF PRIVILEGE. This section
shall apply for 10 days after the date of
honorable discharge from the armed forces or

‘termination of services or employment of

mxhtary electors. The extension shall not apply
to'spouses or dependénts of militar y eIectors

History: 1971 ¢.3045.29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336s. 37 1973¢.334
§.57;1975¢.8555.10,66 (3).

REGISTRATION

6. 26 Reglstrars Where registration is apph-
cable under s, 6.27, the mumclpal clerk or the
board of election” commissioners shall have
control of elector reglstratlon within the
municipality for which they are elected or
appomted “Fhey shall prepare, contmue and
xevxse the reglstr y under thls chapter

6.27 Where elector registratlon requlred
(1) Every mun1c1pahty over 5,000 populatlon
shall keep a registry of electors. Where used,
reglstratxon apphes to alI prlmanes and elec-
thﬂS

(2) By ordmance ‘the. governing body in
mumcxpaht}es with Iess than 5 000 populat:on
mayrequire reglstratlon S

(3) Any mumcxpahty with less than 5,000
populatlon and aiy ‘municipality where a federal
census has not. yet determined. the populatlon
may have registration bya referendum vote. The
vote may be taken at the spring or general
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election. whenever, at least 60 days before the
election, the eléctors file with the municipal clerk
a petition requesting a referendum  asking
whether registration” shall be required. The
petition shall be signed by electors equal to 15%
of the votes cast for governor in the municipality
in the last general election.

" (4) (a) When registration is' ordered or
directed under sub. (2) or (3), it may be
abolished by a referendum vote. The vote may be
taken at the spring or general election whenever,
at'least 60 days before the election, the electors
file a petition with the clerk requesting a

referendum, signed by electors equal to 15% of

the'votes cast for governor in the municipality in
the last general election.

(b) Notice shall be given as for municipal
elections.

(5) (a) Whenever registration is established
or abolished, under sub. (2), (3) or (4), the
municipal clerk shall immediately certify the
actiontothe county clerk and the board.

(b) The election pamphlet prepared by the
board shall carry a list of all the municipalities
that have acted under this section.

' (6) The clerk of every municipality requiring
registration shall notify the board of the number
of registered voters within its boundaries twice
yearly. One of the notifications shall be filed one
week prlor to the spring election. If a general
election is to be held that year the other
notification shall be filed oné week prior to the
general election. If there is no general election
that year, the other notlflcatlon shall be ﬁled on

November I
“History: 1973 ¢ 3345.57.

6.28 Where and when to reglster. (1)
Registration for any election shall close at 5 p.m.
on the 2nd Wednesday preceding the election.
Registrations made by mail under s. 6.30 (4)
must be postmarked nolater. than the 2nd
Wednesday preceding the election. All applica-
tions for registry corrections and additions may
be made thr, oughout the year at the office of the
city board of election commlssmners, at the
office of the municipal clerk or at other locations
provided by the board of election commissioners
or the common council in cifies of the 1st class or
by elthex or both the mun1c1pal clerk, or the
common council, village or town board in all
other municipalities and may be made during the
school year at any high school. Such other
locations ‘may include but are not limited to fire
houses, police stations, pubhc libraries, institu-
tions of higher education, supermarkets, com-
mumty centers, plants and factories, banks and
savings and loan institutions. The municipal
clerk or board ‘of election commissioners -shall
appomt spec1al rcgtstratmn deputies for all
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locations. Any e¢lector may be appointed as a
qualified special registration deputy.

{2) (a) Public high schools shall be ﬁsed for
registration for enrolled students and members
of'the high school staff.

(b) The municipal clerk of each municipality
in which’ voter registration is required shall
notify the school board of each school district in
which ‘the -municipality is located that high
schools shall be used for registration pursuant to
par. (a). The school board and the municipal
clerk shall agreeupon the appointment of at least
one _qualified elector at each high school as a
special school registration deputy. The
municipal clerk shall appoint any such person as
a school registration deputy and explain the
person’s duties and responsibilities. Students and
staff shall be permitted to register on any day
that classes are regularly held. The school
registration deputies shall promptly forward
properly completed registration forms to the
municipal clerk of the municipality in which the
registering student or staff hember resides. The
municipal clerk upon receiving such registration
forms shall certify all those registering electors
who have met the registration requirements. The
municipal clerk-may reject any application and
shall promptly notify the person whose registra-
tion is rejected of the rejection and the reason
therefor. A person whose registration is rejected
may reapply for registration if qualified. The
cards of: all high school students who are
qualified and will be eligible to vote at the next
election shall be filed in such a way that when a
student attains the age of 18 years the student is
registered to vote automatically. Each school
board shall assure that the principal of every
high school communicates voter registration
information to students.

(¢) The principal of any private high school
having a substantial number of students residing
in a ‘municipality may request the municipal
clerk to establish registration dates when a
special registration deputy will be present in the
high school, or to appoint a special school
registration deputy in accordance with par. (b).
The ‘clérk shall establish registration dates or
appoint a specidl school registration deputy in
the high school if the clerk determines the school
to have a substantial numbet of students residing
in the municipality.

; History: 1971 c. 304529 (2); 1973 ¢. 166, 225, 334; 1975¢
5,199, °~ : :

6.30 How to reglster (1) IN 'PERSON,
Reglstratlon appllcatlons shall be made in
petson, except under subs. (2) to (4). Each
élector shall signan original affidavit and, except
in I'st class cities, a duplicate.
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(2) WHEN CONFINED OR DISABLED. (a)
Registration affidavits for qualified electors may
be completed at the home or institution where an
elector is confined because of physical illness or
infirmity or where a disabled elector resides if
such -person finds it difficult to register in
another manner.. The affidavit may be made in
the presence of any person authorized to register
electors, or the affidavit may be witnessed by 2
other electors in the ward or aldermanic district
and then mailed .or delivered to the municipal
clerk. The affidavit shall indicate that the elector
is.-confined because. of physical illness or
infirmity or is disabled and finds it difficult to
register in another manner.

- {b) An elector who is indefinitely confined
because of -physical illness or infirmity or is
disabled for an indefinite period may by signing
an affidavit to that effect require that an
absentee ballot application be sent to the elector
automatically for every election. The affidavit
form and instructions shall be prescribed by the
board,and furnished upon request to any elector
by each municipality. The envelope containing
the absentee ballot application shall be clearly
marked as not forwardable. If any elector is no
longer indefinitely confined, the elector shall so
notify the .municipal clerk. The clerk shall
remove the name of any elector from the mailing
list established under this section upon receipt of
reliable information that an elector no longer
qualifies for the service. The elector shall be
notified of such action within 5 days.

(3) WHEN ABSENT., Any elector more than 50
miles from his legal voting residencé may
register before the close of registration for any
election as follows:

(a) He shall secure the necessary blank
registration affidavits and instructions for then
completlon fromthe municipal clerk. ’

(b) . He shall appear before any person
authorized to ‘administer oaths with the com-
pleted ‘and signed registration affidavits and
shall swear to the truth of their contents. The
person “administering the ‘oath shall sign his
name on' the line for the 51gnature of the
registration official.

(c) The original affidavit and one duplicate
shall be returned to the clerk of the municipality,
except in any mun1c1pahty which employs data
processing for keeping of voting registration
records only the original affidavit shall be
returned. To be eligible to vote in that election
the affidavit shall be received no later than the
close of the clerk’s office on the reglstratlon
deadline date prior to the electxon

(4) By maiL. Any eligible elector may
tegister by mail upon a form prescribed by the
board -and provided by each municipality. The
form shall be des1gned to obtain the mformanon
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required in ss. 6.33 (1) and 6.40 (1) (a).and
(b). The form shall be pre-postpaid for return
and shall be substantiated by 2 other electors in
the ward or aldermanic district corroborating all
material statements therein. Such forms shall be
available in the municipal clerk’s office and may
be distributed by any elector of the municipality.
The clerk shall mail a registration form to any
person who is eligible to qualify as an elector

upon written or oral request.
History: 1971 ¢ 249;1975¢.85ss. 12,65; 1975 ¢ 199, 200,
75,422, g

s

6.32 - Verification of mail registrations. (1)
Upon receipt of a registration form which is
submitted by ‘mail under s.- 6.30 (4), the
municipal clerk shall examine the form for
sufficiency.

- {2) If the form i insufficient to accomplish
registration, the clerk shall notify the proposed
elector within 5.days, if possible, and request that
the elector appear at the clerk’s office or other
registr. ation center to complete a proper registra-
tion.

(3) If the form is submitted later than the
close of registration, the clerk shall make a good
faith effort to notify the proposed elector that the
elector may register at the proper polling place
unders. 6.55 (2).

(4) If the form is sufficient to accomplish
registration, the name shall be entered on the
registry list and a nonforwardable postcard shall
be transmitted to the registrant, specifying the
voter’s ward or aldermanic district, and polling
place. If such postcard is returned, the name
shall be stricken from thé list. The postcard shall
specify “VOTER LIST VERIFICATION--DO NOT
FORWARD—RETURN POSTIAGE GUARANIEED”

History: 1975¢.85,199

6 33 Registration forms (1) The mumclpal
clerkshall supply sufficient registration affidavit
forms as prescribed by the board to obtain from
each applicant information as to.name, date,
residence location, citizenship, whether 18 years
of age, whether a resident of the ward for at least
10 days, whether he has lost his right to vote-and
a space for the applicant’s signature.

- {2) Theinformation may be recorded by any
pérson, but the elector applicant shall sign' his

own name or make a mark.
History: 1971¢.3045.29 (1), (2); 1971 ¢ 3365 37;1975¢
85s5.15,16,17,66 (3);1975¢.945.91.

6,35 ,Fillng registration;cards. Under ‘Athe
direction -of the municipal ‘clerk, the original
affidavit forms shall be filed in-such an orderly
and logical way that they.are readlly avallable to

the municipal clerk,
History: 1971 ¢ 249; 1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (2), 1971 c. 336;
1975c 85. o
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6.36 Official registry. The municipal clerk
shall compile a registry for use in each ward
following the arrangement for registration
afﬁdawts unders. 6.35.

Hlstory 1971¢. 304,29 (2);1975¢.85.

6.40 Transferrlng registration. (1)
ELECTOR INITIATIVE. (&) Within municipality.
Any registered elector shall transfer registration
_ after a change of residence within the municipal-
ity by appearing in person or by mailing to the
municipal clerk a signed request stating présent
address, that this will be the elector’s residence
for 10 days prior to the election and the address
where last registered. The new information shall
be recorded and filed in such an orderly and
logical way that it is readily available to the
mumc1pal clerk.

(b) “Within state. Any elector who changes
residence within this state from one municipality
to another shall give the previous residence upon
application for registration at the new residence
and shall sign arrauthorization to cancel voting
privileges-at ‘the: former residence on a form
préscribed by the board and furnished by each
municipality. - The - cancellation “authorization
" shall be forwarded to the proper election officials
within 3 days after the close of registration.

(c) Name change Whenever an elector’s
name is legally changed, including by marriage
or divorce, he shall transfer his registration to his
legal name by appeax ing in person or mailing to
the municipal clerk a signed request for a
transfer of registration to such name, statmg that
this will be his name for at least 10 days prior to
the election. ;

(2) CLERK’S INITIATIVE. (a) Municipal
clerks may transfer any elector’s registration
upon receipt of reliable: information that the
elector has changed residence. The clerk shall
maxltheelectoranotlceof thetransfer :

(b) In addltlon_ to the.revision which is
required under s. 6.50, municipal clerks may
conduct door-to-door and ~mail registration
canvasses at any time. The door-to-door canvass
shall consist of.both-the deletion from the
registry. list of the names of electors who no
longer reside at the address for which they are
registered and the addition to the registry list of
the names of electors who reside at that address.
The mail canvass shall consist of the municipal
clerk examining' the -registration records and
canceling the registration of: electors after the
mailing of notices in-accordance withs. 6:50 (1)

and (2). The mail canvass may also consist-of -

adding to the registry list the names of eligible
electors. Both door-to-door and mail canvasses
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whenever made shall be made throughout the

municipality ina uniform manner.
History: 1971 ¢. 242; 1971 ¢. 304 s 29(1) (2);1975¢. 85,
}99,200”

6.45 Registry lists public. Aftez the déadline
for revision of the reglstxy lists, the municipal
clerk shall make copies for election use. All
registry lists, including supplemental lists which
are prepared at the polling place under s. 6.55,
shall at all times be open to public inspection.
Under the tegulations prescribed by the
municipal clerk; an elector may copy the registry
list. The ‘municipal clerk shall furnish upon
request to each candidate who has filed
nomination papers for an office which represents
at least part of the residents of the municipality
one copy: of the current registry list forthose
areas for which he or she is a candidate for a fee

not toexceed the cost of reproduction.
History: 1975¢. 85,199

6.46. Poll lists; copying. Poll lists shall be
preserved by .the municipal clerk until destruc-
tion or other disposition is-authorized under s.
7.23, and shall be open to-public inspection. The
municipal clerk shall furnish upon request to
each candidate who has filed nomination papers
for an office which represents-at least part of the
municipality one copy of the current poll list for
those areas for which he or she is a candidate for
a fee not to exceed the cost of reproduction. If a
copying machiné is not accessible, the clerk shall
remove the lists from the office for the purposes
of - copying, .and return - them immediately

thereafter.
History: 1975¢. 85,199

6.48 _Challenging registration. 1)
MUNICIPALITIES. -. (a). Any elector ~of - the
municipality may challenge the registration of
any registered elector by submitting to.the clerk
an affidavit stating. the elector is not qualified to
vote and the reasons therefor. The clerk, upon
receipt of the afﬁdavnt shall mail a notification
of the challenge to the challenged elector, at his
registered address.

(b) The challenged and chaIlengmg electors
shall appear before the municipal clerk within
one week of notification or arrange under sub,
(2) in Ist class cities to appear before the full
board of election commissioners. The challeng-
ing elector shall make an affidavit answering any
questions necessary to determine the challenged
elector’s qualifications.- Judgment rests with the
municipal clerk and decisions shall be rendered
as soon as heard. If the clerk cannot resolve the
issue or has reservations as to ‘the answers, the
clerk may require the chalIengmg elector to take
the oath under s. 6.925. If the challenged elector
appears and contests any answer of the
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challenging elector, the clerk may require the
challenged elector to take the oath under s. 6.94
and to answer any question necessary to
determine the challenged elector’s qualifica-
tions, If the challenging elector appears before
the mumc1pal clerk or board of election
commissioners but the challenged elector fails to
appear, the municipal clerk or -board of election
commissioners may make the decision without
consulting the challenged elector. If the clerk
determines. that the challenged elector is not
qualified, the name shall be stricken from the
registry and the propet ward officials notified. If
the clerk does not determine the challenged
elector is not quahfled the challenged elector’s
registration remains valid.

(c) If the challenging elector fails to appear
before the municipal clerk within one week or in
Ist class cities fails to appear before the full
board of election commiissioners under sub. (2)
to answer questions and take the oath under s.
6.925, the clerk shall cancel the challenge. If the
clerk determines that the challenged-elector is
not qualified, the clerk shall cancel the
challenged elector’s registration and make the
necessary changein the registry list.

{2y CrTIES OF THE 18T CLASS. (a) In Ist class
cities objections may be made before the board of
election commissioners which shall sit on the last
Wednesday before each election‘from 9 a.m. to
12 noon and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. tO" hear
objections then made or deferred undersub. (1),
If all the objections cannot then be determined,

the commissioners- shall sit durmg the same
hours the nextday.

(b) Objectors appearing in person shall be
further examined, under oath, by the commis-
sioners and additional testimony taken. Judg-
ment rests with.the board of election commis-
sioners and decisions shall'berendered as soon as
heard... All- cases are -heard and  decided
summarily. The-commissioners shall determine
whether the person objected to is qualified. The
board of election commissioners may require
naturalized applicants to show their naturaliza-
tion certificates. If they determine a person is not
qualified, the name shall be:stricken from the
registry and the proper ward officials notified of
thechange immediately. .

History:1971 ¢. 3045.29 (2); 1973 ¢ 334;1975¢.85,199

6.50  Revision of reglstry. (1) Followmg
each general election, the mumcxpal clerk of
every mun1c1pal1ty wher eregistrationisr equu ed
shall revise and correct the registry by réviewing
the registration of any elector who failed to vote
w1thm the past 2 years if quahﬁed todosoduring
such. entire period. Each such- elector shall be
mailed an address verification card under sub.
(2).If anaddress verification card is returned by
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the postal service to the clerk, the registration of
such elector shall be canceled. Otherwise, the
registration shall be retained. notwithstanding
failure of the elector to vote at any election,

_except as provided in subs. (3) to (6). No notice

need be sent of registrations canceled undex sub.
(4).

(2) Upon a card bearing the- mallmg legend
“VOTER - LIST VERIFICATION—DO NOT FOR-
WARD—RETURN. POSTAGE GUARANIEED”, Or
similar words of like import, the voter address
verification shall read substantially as follows:

- “OFFICIAL VOTER ADDRESS VERIFICATION

The official voter registration list.shows that
you are registered to vote .by the name and
address appearing on the front of this card. If
either the name or address appearing on the front
of this cardis incorrect, please contact this office
in person or by mail. Improper registration may
result in your being denied the right tovote.

Office of clerk: ... .

Clerk’s addr ess:

Telephone: ..

(3) Upon recexpt of xehable information that
a registered elector has moved, the municipal
clerk shall notify the elector by mailing a notice
by Ist class mail to the elector’s registration
address stating the source of the information. All
municipal departments and agencies receiving
information that a registered elector has moved
shall notify the clerk. If the elector fails to apply
for continuation of registration within 30 days,
the registration shall be canceled. This subsec-
tion does not restrict the right of an elector to
challenge anyregistrationunder’s. 6.48.

{4) The registration of deceased electors

shall be canceled by. means of checking vital
statlstlcs reports.

{5) The reglstranon of any elector whose
address is listed at a building which has been
condemned for human habitation by the
municipality unders. 66.05 (2) shall be canceled
by the clerk. If the elector has left akfcrwarding
address with the U.S. postal service, a notice of
cancellation shall be mailed by the clerk to the
forwarding address.

(6) The mun1c1pal clerk, upon authorization
by an elector, shall cancel the elector S
reglstr ation,

(7). When an elector’s registration. is
canceled the municipal clerk shall make an
eitry upon the registration card giving the date
and cause of cancellation.

{8) Whenever a name is strlcken from the
registry, the reason for striking shall be stated on
the registry list next to'the stricken name.
~ {(9) Any canceled elector may be remstate’d
by filing a written request for reinstatement or
change of address prior to the close of
registration. The registration card “of each
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reinstated elector .
reinstatement.

‘History: 1971 ¢c. 242:1971 ¢. 304 29(2);1971¢.3365s 37,
1973¢: 164 1975c 85,199,200.

shall show the date of

6 55 Fallure to register; rlghts. (l) Regis-
try lists shall be final and no names shall be
added-after the close of registration, but any
person whose name is not on the registry but who
is otherwise a qualified elector is entitled to vote
at the'election upon compliance with this section.

(2)-(a) Any person who qualifies ‘as an
elector in the ward or aldérmanic district where
the elector desires to vote, but has not previously
filed a registration form where registration is
required may request a ballot at the proper
polling place. When a proper request is made,
the inspector shall require such person to execute

" a registration' form' prescribed by the board
which shall'contain the following written oathor
affirmation:

“q, ..., do solemnly swear (or afﬁr'mv) that to
the best of my knowledge, I am a' qualified
elector, having resided at .... for at least 10 days
immediately preceding this election, and that I
am not disqualified on-any ground from voting,
and I have not voted, at this election.” -

(b) Upon executing the affidavit under par
(2), the person shall be required by the inspector
to present acceptable proof of residence. Such
proof includes a ' Wisconsin operator’s license, a
Wisconsin identification.card, and any other
form of proof prescribed by rule of the board. If
the ‘person- cannot supply such proof, the
registration form shall be substantiated and
signed by one other elector who resides in-the
ward or aldermanic district, corroboratmg all
the material statements therein. The signing by
such other elector and by the elector executing
the affidavit shall be in the presence of the
inspector. Upon comphance with this procedure,
such person shall then be given the right to vote.

(3) Any qualified elector in the ward or.

aldermanic district where the elector desires to
vote whose name does not appear on the registry
list where registration is required but who claims
to be registered to vote in the election may
request a ballot at the polling place. ' When the
requestis made, the inspector shall require such
person to give name and address. If the elector i is
not at the correct pollmg place, the elector shall
be provided with directions to the correct
location. If the elector is at the ‘correct polling
place, the elector shall then execute the following
written oath or affirmation: “I, ...., do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that to the best of .my
knowledge; I'am a quahﬁed elector, having
resided at ... for at least 10 days immediately
precedmg thls election; and that 1 am not
disqualified on any ground from voting, ‘and I

140
have not voted at this election and am registered
to vote in this election.” The person’shall be
required to provide identification as under sub.
(2) and shall then be given theTight to vote. If
proper identification is presented, such elector
need not have the affidavit corroborated by any
othier elector. If proper identification is not
presented, the-affidavit shall be corroborated by
another elector .in the ward or aldermanic
district.” Whenever the question cannot be
satisfactorily resolved and the elector permitted
to vote, an election official shall telephone the
office of the mumcrpal clerk to reconcile the
records at the pollmg place wrth those at the
office.

(4) The inspector shall upon request ad-
minister oaths to any person making an affidavit
under this section. No compensatlon may be paid
or received for taking or. certifying any such
affidavit.

(5) Any person who violates this section may
be punished as provided:inss. 12.13 (3) (g) and
12:60 (1) (b).

Histgry' 1974 ¢. 3045.29 (2)- 1973¢.222; 1975 ¢. 85,93,

’

Note: See 12,13 (3) (i) and 12 60 (l) (b) for penalty for
violating this sectron

6.56 Verification of voters not appearing
on list. (1) A separate list shall be kept by the
election officials containing the name, address
and serial number-of each person who does not
appear on the registry list but is allowed to vote
under s. 6.55. Such list shall be returned together
with all forms and affidavits to the municipal
cletk.

(2) Upon recclpt of the hst a check shall be
made. to determine whether each person who has
been allowed tovote under's. 6.55 (3) is properly
registered. ' If so,:the registry list -shall be
corrected. If the address on the registry list is not
correct, ‘the address shall be corrected. The
elector shall then be notified by postcard when
properly registered: If such person is found not to -
be properly registered, the person shall be sent a
nonforwardable - first-class -letter with that
information and containing a mail registration
form under s. 6.30 (4). If such letter is returned
undelivered, the clerk shall notify the district
attorney.

(3) In the case of persons reglstermg to vote
at the polling place uniders. 6. 55,a check shall be
made by postcard upon receipt of the list;"in'the
same manneér as provided ins. 6.32 (4). If any
postcard is returned “undelivered, the voter’s
name shall be stricken ‘from the registry list and
the name shall be prov1ded by ‘the clerk tothe
dlstr ict attorney .

History: 1975¢.85,199.
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6.57 - Reglstry list for school and special
elections. The registry list used at the last
preceding general or municipal election plus a
supplementary list may be used for school or
special elections. Before issuing the supple-
mentary list the municipal clerk shall add the
newly registered electors and strike the names of
those electors known to have died or become
dlsquahﬁed since thelast precedmg registration.
"History:1975¢ 85.

VOTING

6.76 Time off for voting. (1) Any person
entitled to vote at an election is entitled to absent
himself from work while the polls are open fora
period not to exceed 3 successive hours to vote.
The elector shall notify his employer. before
election ~day of his. intended absence. The
employer may designate the time of day for the
absence ,

(2). No pcnalty, other than a deduction for
time lost, may be imposed upon him by his
employer by reason of the absence.

. {8) This section. -includes all . political
subdivisions of the state and their employes, but
shall not. affect the employes’ right to holidays
pr esently exlstmg or: estabhshed in the future.

6. 77 Place for votlng @0 Electors shall vote
only in the polling place prov1ded by the
governing body... -

(2) Whenever territory. is-annexed: to ‘any
municipality, the electors who would have been
entitled to voté in the territory had no annexation
taken: place shall-vote in the mun1c1pahty to
which the territory is annexed , :

History: 1975.c. 85.

6.78 - Poll hours The polls at anyelectxon shall
be open:

(1) In 1st, 2nd and 3rd class cmes, from’ 7
a.m:until-8p.m.

(2) In 4th class cities, villages and towns,
from 9:a:m. until 8 p.m; extendable by the
governing body to not earlier than 7 a.m. Notice
of the~change of hours shall “be given by
publicatiori in a newspaper, under ch. 985; once
each week for-2-successive weeks, with the first
insertion not less than 8 days before the election.
The new hours shall take éffect only after the
notice provisions have béen  complied- with.
When ‘the ordinance applies to all future
elections, notice need be given only for the first
election affected by the change.

(3) Any elector waiting his turn to vote,
whether within the polling booth or in the line
outside the booth at the time the polls officially
close, shall be permitted to vote.
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6.79 . Recording electors. Two clection of-
ficials at each election ward shall be in charge of
and shall maintain 2 separate lists of all persons
voting.

{1) MUNICIPALITIES WIIHOUI REGISTRA-
TION. Where there is no regxstratlon before
receiving his ballot, each. person shall state his
full name and address which shall be recorded in
the same order the votes are cast. If the residence
of the elector does not have a number, the cler ks
shall, in the appropriate space, write “‘none”

(2) MUNICIPALITIES WITH REGISIRATION
Where there is registration, each person, before
receiving a.voting number, shall state address
and. full name. Upon the prepared registry list,
after the name of each elector, shall be entered
the serial number of the,vote as it is polled,
beginning with number: one. Each elector shall
receive a slip bearing the same serial number. A
separate list shall be maintained for electors who
are voting by affidavit under s. 6.55 (2) or (3).
Each such elector shall have full name, address
and serial number likewise recorded and shall be
given a slip bearing such number. - .

(3) REFUSAL 10.GIVE NAME. If any elector,
offeung to vote at any poll refuses to give his
nameand address, he shall not receive a ballot.

(4) CHALLENGED  ELECTORS. When : any
person offering to vote has been challenged and
taken the oath, followmg the person’s name on
the list of persons voting, the officials shall enter
theword “Sworn”,

{5) POLL LISTS FORMS. Poll lists shall be kept
on forms designed by the: board to .be
substantially similar to the standard .registry
forms used in municipalities where registration
is required and shall require, for each person
offering to vote, the entry of the person’s full

name and address. .
Hlstory 1971 ¢.304s. 29(2) 1975c 85,199, 200

6. 80 Mechanics -of voting. (1) VOTING
BOOTH USE. Except when assistance is required
to mark a ballot, only one person at.a time shall
be permitted to occupy a voting booth.

(2) METHOD OF VOIING. (a) Upon receiving
his ballot and without leaving the polling place,
the elector shall enter an unoccupied voting
booth alone to mark his ballot. An elector:may
use or copy an unofficial sample ballot which
may be marked.in advance of his entering the
polling place, but-he shall not use or bring into
the polling place any ballot printed upon paper of
the quality required for official ballots. :

(b) After preparing his ballot;- the elector
shall fold it so its face will be concealed and so the
ballot clerks’ printed indorsement and initials
may beseen

(c).Any elector who, by accident or mlstake
spoils. or erroneously prepares his ballot may
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receive another, by returning the defective
ballot, but not to exceed 3 ballotsinall.

- (d) After folding the completed ballot, the
elector shall publicly and in person deliver-the
official ballot to one of the inspectors at the
polling place where he offers to vote. The
inspector receiving the ballot, without opening it
or permlttmg it to be opened or examined, shall
deposit it in the ballot box in the elector’s
presence. .

(e) In primary elections or for delegates tothe
national conventions, after the elector prepares
his ballot he shall detach the remaining ballots,
fold both the completed ballot and the ballots to
be discarded, personally deposit the ballots to be
discarded- in the separaté ballot box marked
“blank ballot box”, and deliver the completed
ballot as in par. (d). The inspectors shall keep
the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is
completed and shall dispose of the blank ballots
aspr escribed by the municipal clerk.

(3) Time IN BOOTH. (a) Eachelector shall be
allowed a’ reasonable time to vote. Unless
otherwise specified for that election, a majority
of the inspectors shall determine the time each
elector shall have to mark his ballot, taking into
consideration the size of the ballot and the
number of electors in line waiting to vote.-In no
case shall the time be less than one minute. If
there are electors in line waiting to vote, the time
$hallnot exceed 5 minutes. ‘

(b) I an elector refuses to leave the booth or
machine ‘after being notified by one of the
inspectors that his time has expired, he shall be
removed by thei 1nspectors

6.82~ Assisting electors. (1) RECEIPT OF
BALLOT AT DOOR. (a) When any ward in-
spectors are informed that an elector is at the
door who is unable to enter the polling place
without assistance, they may appoint 2 of their
number to take an official ballot to the entrance,
present it to the physically disabled person and
assist in marking the ballot if the elector desires
assistance. The 2 persons chosen to assist shall
not ‘be of the same political party. When the
ballot “is- marked it " shall be “folded and
immediately taken into the polling place. The
inspector shall distinctly announce that he has“a
ballot offered by .... (stating person’s name), an
elector” physically dlsabled from entering ‘the
rooi - without assistance”. He $hall then ask;
“Does any one object to the reception of this
ballot™? If ne'objection is made, the ballot shall
be deposited in the ballot box and a notation
made.on the reglstry book “Ballot recelved -at
thedoor”. - - -

(b) If objectionto receiving the ba]lot ismade
by any qualified elector present, the inspectors
shall decide upon the objection, and if they find

- deposited. I - the - ballot is destroyed,.
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the objection has merit shall destroy the ballot. If
the objection is overruled, the ballot shall be
the
inspectors shall unmedlately notify the elector of
such fact.

(¢) If a polling place does not have at leastone
entrance which ‘is accessible to persons in
wheelchairs, the ward-inspectors shall receive
the ballots of physically disabled persons at the
door.

(2) AID IN MARKING BALLOT. (a) If an
elector declares to the presiding election official
that he or she cannot read or write, or has

- difficulty in reading, writing or understanding

English or that dué to physical disability, is

"unable to mark a ballot, the elector shall be

informed ‘that he or she may have assistance.
When assistance is requested, the elector may
select any other ‘€lector or 2 election officials to
assist in marking the ballot. An elector who is
chosen to assist another elector may be any
qualified elector within the county where the
ward is located. ¥f an elector chooses 2 election
officials to assist, the 2 persons shall not be of the
same political -party. The selected person- or
persons rendering assistance shall certify on the
back of the ballot that it was marked with their
assistance but shall not disclose to anyone how
the elector voted. Where voting machines are
used, certification shall be made on the registry
list. .

(b) The officials or the elector chosen shall
enter- the booth with the elector and shall read
the names of all candidates on the ballot for each
office, and ask, “For which one do you vote?”.
The ballot shall be marked or lever depressed
according to the elector’s expressed preference.
Any person selected to assist shall not disclose to
anyone how the elector voted.

(¢) The presiding official at the election may
require the elector to make a declaration as
provided..in' par.. (a) under. oath, and may
administer the oath. Intoxication shall not be
regarded as a physical disability.

-(d) The election officials shall enter upon the
list of persons voting after the. name of any
elector who had assistance in marking a-ballot
the word “assisted”; Where -a person chooses
another elector to assist, the officials shall record
on the list-of persons voting the full name and
address of the elector who renders assistance.

History: 1971.c. 3045.29(2); 1975¢.85,199,275.

An elector with dyslexia may quahfy for voter assxstance
under (2), [I97lstats] 62 Atty Gen 195

VOTING ABSENTEE
6.85 Absent elector, deﬂnmon An absent

elector is any otherwise qualified elector who'is
or expects to be absent from the municipality in
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which the absent elector is a qualified elector on
election day whether by reason of active service
in the U.S. armed forces or for any other reason,
or who because of sickness, handicap, physical
disability, jury duty or rehglous reasons cannot
appear-at the polling place in his-or her ward.
Any otherwise quahﬁed elector who changes
residence within this state after registration
closes but who fails to change registration may
vote an absentee ballot ‘in the ward where
qualified to vote before moving. Any elector
qualifying under this section may vote’ by
absentee ballot under'ss. 6.86 t06.89. '
Hlstmy 1971 ¢. 3045, 29(2);1975¢, 85,199

G Voter 1e51dency and absentee votmg dxscussed 60 Atty.
en: 2

6. 86 Appllcatlon for absentee ballot. (1)
Amy elector, qualifying under ss. 6.20 (1) and
6.85 .as an-absent- elector- may apply- to the
mumcxpal clerk for an official ‘ballot either in
writing, in person, by completmg an affidavit as
provided under 's::6.30 (2) (b) or by agent as
provided in'sub. (2). If application is made in
writing, the application; signed by-the elector,
shall be received no sooner than the first of the
month 3 months before the election nor after 5
p.m.- on the day 1mmed1ately prccedmg the
election. If application is° made in person the
application shall not be made sooner than the
first of the month 3:months before the month of
the election nor later than 5 p.m. on the day
precedmg the election. If the elector is making
written application and the reason for requestmg
an absentee ballot is that . the elector is. a
sequestered juror, the apphcatlon shall be
received no sooner than the first of the month 3
months before the election nor after 12 noon on
election day. If the application is received after 5
p.m. on.the Fnday immediately preceding the
election, the municipal clerk or the clerk’s agent
shall 1mmed1ately take the ballot to the court in
which the elector is serving as a juror and deposit
it-with the judge. The judge shall recess court, as
soon as convenient, and give the elector the
ballot: The Judge shall then notarize the affidavit
as provided in s. 6.87 and shall turn the ballot
over to the clerk oran agent who shall deliver it to
the. polling place as required in. s. 6.88. If
application is made by completing an affidavit as
provided underss, 6.30 (2) (b), the affidavit may
be received at any time before 5 p.m. on the
Friday immediately preceding the election. ‘
{2) Any elector ‘who 'is registered, or
otherwise qualified where registration is not
required, and who qualifies under ss. 6.20 (1)
and 6.85 as an absent elector because the elector
-has been hospitalized, may apply for and obtain
anofficial ballot by agent. Such agent may apply
for and obtain a ballot for such hospitalized
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absent elector by presenting a form prescribed by
the board and containing the required informa-
tion.supplied by such hospitalized. elector and
sxgned by -any-other elector from such hospital-
ized elector’s ward- or aldermanic district
corroborating the information contained there-
in. The corroborating elector shall state on the
form full name and address. When such properly
executed form is presented to the mumcxpal
clerk, if the elector who proposes to vote is
qualified, .an absentee ballot shall bé issued and
such elector recorded. An agent who is issued an
absentee ballot under this section shall present
1dent1ﬁcat10n, p10v1de name and address, and
attest to a statement that the ballot is received
solely, for the beneflt of a named elector who is
hospitalized, and the agent will promptly
transmit the ballot to such person. An applica-
tion under this subsection by agent may be made
in person not later than 5 p.m. on the day of the
election. A list of such hospitalized electors shall
be made by the municipal clerk and used to check
that such electors: voted only once, and by

absentee ballot:-
Hlstory 1975¢.85's. 37,38, 65 1975.¢.90, 199 200 275,
22.. ,

6.87 Ab,sent; voting procedure. (1) Upon
request, within the time requirements of s, 6.86,
the municipal clerk shall write on the official
ballot, in the space for official indorsement, his
initials and his official title.
. (2) The municipal clerk shall place the ballot
in-an unsealed envelope furnished by the clerk.
The envelope shall have the.name, official title
and post-office address of the clerk upon its face.
The other side of the envelope shall have a
printed certificate-affidavit in substantially the
following form:

STATEOF...

County of . :
, " (Cemfy) {dosolemnly swear) subject to
the penalties of 5..12.60.(1) (b), Wis.-Stats. for
false statements that I-am.a resident of the ....

ward of the (town) (village). of ..., or.of the ...
aldermanic district in the city of ..., residing at
.-in said- city, -the county of .y State -of

Wisconsin, and am entitled to vote in the ward at
theelectiontobe heldon....; that I cannot appear
at the polling place in the ward on election day
because I expect to be: absent from the
municipality or because: of sickness, handicap,
physical disability, religious reasons, jury duty,
or:because I have changed my residence within
the state within 20 days before the election but
haye not changed my. registration. I (certify)
(swear) that I exhibited. the enclosed ballot
unmarked to the (2 witnesses) (person-adminis-
tering the oath), that I then-in (their). (his)
(her) presence and in the presence of no other
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person ‘marked the ballot and enclosed and
sealéd the saifiein this envelope in such a manner
that no one but myself and assistance rendered
under’s. 687 (5 ), Wisconsin - Statutes, if-I
requested assrstance, could know how I voted. -~
‘Signed ...

The {2 witnesses) (person administering the
oath) ‘shall execute either of the followrng as
appropmate

We, the under srgned witnessés, subject to the
penalties ‘of 5. 12.60 (1) (b), Wis. Stafs., for
false statements, certify that the above’ state-
ments are trué and the votlng procedure was
executed as there stated. ‘Neither of us'is a
candidate for any office on the enclosed ballot
The elector \ was not. sollclted or advrsed by us to
vote for or agamst any candrdate or measur €.
: (Name)

(Addxess) et :

- ’Subscribed and sworn to before me thlS .day
f . A.D.,....,and I hereby certify that lamnot
a‘-.candidate on.the ballot upon which the affiant
voted, that the voting procedure above was
executed as therein stated, and that the affiant
was not solicited or advised by me to- vote foror
agamst any candldate or measure.

.(Name) e

..(Title)"

(8) The municipal clerk shall mall it postage
prepaid to -the . elector’ s residence  unless
otherwise duected or shall deliver it to the
elector personally at the clerk’s office.

(8) The elector votmg absentee shall either
make’ and- subscribe to the affidavit before a
person authorized to administer oaths or make
and subscribe to the cettification before 2
witnesses. The absent elector, in the presence of
the administrator eof the oath or witnesses, shall
mark the ballotin a manner that will not disclose
howthe ballot is.marked. The elector shall then,
still:in the presence:of -the administrator- of the
oath'orthe 2 witnesses, fold the ballots soeachis
separate-and conceals the markings thereon and
deposrt them in the proper envelope, but may
receive assistance under sub. ‘€5). The return
envelope shall then be sealed. The witnesses or
the- official-oath administrator shall not be a
candidate. The envelope shall be mailed by the
elector; postage prepaid, or delivered in person,
to the municipal clerk issuing the ballot. Failure
to return the unused ballotina primary shalI not
invalidate the marked ballot. '

- {5Y If a person requiests assistance; an off' ieer
authonzed to administer oaths shall assist an
abseriteé elector who'is unable toread, or who by
reason of physiéal disabrhty is unable to mark his
ballot, and “shall’ theh sign’ hi§ name ‘to-a
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certification on the back of the ballot, substan-
tlally asunders. 5.55.

(6) The ballot shall be returned so ‘it is
received by the” mumclpal clerk in time for
delivery to the polls before the closing hour. Any
ballot not mailed or dehvered aspr ovided in thls
sectionshall not be counted:

(7) Any candrdate who admlmsters the oath
or serves ‘as a witness shall be’ penahzed by the
drscountmg of a number of votes for. his
candidacy equal to' the number of certlfrcate-
affidavit envelopes bear ing his signature.

(8) The provisions of th1s section which
prohibit cand1dates from assrstmg or administer-
ing the oath to absentee electors shall not apply
to the municipal clerk in the performance of his
official duties:. ...

Hrstory 1971¢c.242; l97lc 304s 29(1) (2), l975c 85;
l9750 93s. 119(2); 1975¢ 199,

“In consonance with the statutory rule of construction
applxcable to the election faws, and-the general rule as to
whether an electionstatute should be construed as being either
mandatory or-directory, the direction in (3) for ‘mailing or
personal delivery of an absentee ballot and the provisionin (6)
that a ballot not mailed o, delivered as provided in the section
should not bc counted; are directory and not mandatory.
Lanserv. Koconis, 62 W(2d) 86,214 NW (2d) 425.

‘Sub. (4), which prescribes that the absentee voter:shall
either make and subscribe to the  affidavit or to ‘the
certification, is:'direetory and not mandatory, and printing
their names- constituted substantial,: .albeit - nontechnical

compliance with the statute’s requnements Lanser v Kocoms,
62W (2d) 86 214NW (2d) 425 e

6 88 Voﬂng and recordlng the absemee
ballot. (1)} When an absentee ballot airives at
the office of the mumcrpal ¢lerk; the clerk shalt
enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope which
shall be securely sealed and indorsed with the
name and official title'of the clerk, and the words
“This envelope contains an absent, sick, handi-
capped or disabled elector’s ballot and must be
opened at “the polls-during polling heurs on
election day”. The clerk shall keep the ballot in
the clexk’s ofﬁce unnl delrvered as; requned in
sub.(2).

“(2Y When aii absentee ballot is recerved by
the municipal clerk’ prior to the delivery of the
official ballots to the élection officials of the
ward in which the ‘elector ‘resides, ‘the ballot
envelope, sealed in'the cartier envelope, shall be
enclosed ‘in the package and delivered to the
election inspectors of the proper ward. When the
officiat ballots for the ward have been delivered
to the electxon offrcrals ‘before the réceipt of an
absentee ballot, “the. clerk shall immediately
enclose thé’ envelope containing the absentee
ballotina camet envelope as under sub. (1) and
deliver “it-in person to the proper election
ofﬁc1als ’

“(3) (a) Any time between the opening and
closmg of the polls-on ‘election day, the ward
election - inspectors “-shall “open ' the ' catrier
envelope only, and annotince the absent eléctor’s
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name. - When the “inspectors find that the

certification ‘or "affidavit has been properly

executed, the applicant is a quahfied elector of
the ward, and the applicant has not voted in the
electxon they shall open the envelope containing
the ballot in'a manner so as not to-deface or
destroy the affidavit or certification thereon.
The'i mspectors shall take out the ballots without
unfolding ‘themi or perinitting them to be
unfolded or examined and; after verification that
the ‘ballots: have been indorsed by the issuing
clerk, deposit them in the proper ballot boxes and
enter the absent elector’s name or voting number

after his'name on'the registry list the same as if

he had been present and voted in person.
(b) When the affidavit or certification is

found to be insufficient, the applicant is not a

qualified elector in the ward, the ballot envelope

is' open or has been 'opened"'an"d’ resealed; the

ballot envelope contains more than-one ballot of
any one kind; orif due proof appears to the
irispector that an absenteé-elector has since died,
the vote shall'not be accepted or dounted. E'very
ballot not counted shall be indorsed on the back,

“rejected (giving the reason)” Fach rejected
ballot shall’be “reinserted into the -affidavit
¢nvelope in ‘which it ‘was" delivered -and ‘the

- affidavit envelopes and ballots shall be-enclosed’

and securely sealed in an envelope ‘tnarked for
rejected absente¢ballots. The inspectors shall
indorse ‘the envelope, “defective ballots” witha
statement of the ward and date of the election;
signed by the inspectorsaiid returned to the same
official in the same manner as officxal ‘ballots
voted at the election.

(c) All absentee cer txficate-affidavxt en-

velopes which have been opened and the ballots

deposited “in the ballot boxes shall also be
returned in a ‘carrier envelope which is clearly
marked” “used absentee “certificate-affidavit
envélopes” and ‘returned to the ofﬁc1aI who

issued the absentee ballots,
Hlstmy 1971c 304s 29(2) 1975¢.85,199.

689 Absent electors Ilst publlc The

municipal clerk shall keep a list of all electoxs
who ‘make application for an absent elector’s

ballot and“who have voted undér the absent-

elector provisions giving the name, address and
date of application. The Tist shall be open to
pubhcmspectlon e

CHALLENGING ELECTORS

692 lnepector maklng challenge Each'

inspector shall challenge' for ‘cause any-person
offermg to:vote whom the mspeetor knows or
suspects is not a- quahﬁed elector: If a person is
challeriged as unqualified by an inspector, one'of
the inspectors ‘shall administer “the following

THE ELECTORS 6.92

oath or affirmation to the person: “You do
solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will fully
and truly answer all questions put to you
regarding your place of residence and qualifica-
tions as an elector of this election”;and shall then
ask those of the following questlons which are
appropriate to test the person’s quahﬁcatlons .

(1) If challenged -as unqualified on the
ground that he is not a citizen: Are you a cmzen
of the United States? . .-

(3) If challenged as unquahﬁed on the
ground that he is not a resident of the ward where
he offers hisvote: . :

.(a) When did you last come into th1s ward?. .

(b) Did you. come for a-temporary putpose

nly, or for the purpose of making it your home?

(¢) Did you come into this ward for the
purpose of voting here? .

{(d) Have you now and have you had for the
last 10 days a'voting residence in this ward? If so,
what -is" the- particular -description, name _.and.
location of your residence? .

.(e).If the answer to par. (d) i is no, then: Have
you moved from the ward aftet the close of
registration?. ..

<. {(fyHaveyou reglstered to vote at this electton
at any other place within or outside thisstate? .

(g) Have you applied for an absentee ballotat
anyplacein this orany othex state? - ‘

(h) If smgle do you board for pa:t of the
week, month oryear with your parents" .

(i) ¥ you have no parents, or are. self-
supporting, have you registered to-vote. in thxs
ward? .

() will you ﬁle your next state -income tax
returnas a resident of this ward? :

4) It challenged as: unquahﬁed on the
ground that heisnot 18 years. of age Areyou18
years of age to the best of youx knowledge and
belief? .. .
() If challenged as unquahfled on the‘
ground that he has made or become dir ectly or
indirectly mter ested in “any bet .or  wager
depending upon the result of theelection: .

_(a) Have you made, in any manner, any betor
wager depending upon the result of this election,
or’on the election of any pétson for whom yotes
mayt becastat theelection? .. ’

(b) Are _you in any rhanner, duectly ‘or
mdnectly, interested  in any bet or wager
depending in any. way upon the tesult of thls
electlon"

8y If challenged as unquahﬁed on the
ground that he has been convicted- of treason,
felony or. brxbery and not been subsequently,
restoredtocivilrights: :

(a) Have you ever been tned or conthed in
thxs state of any crime? If yes, then—

“(b) Of what crfime, when and in what court '
were you soconvicted?
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(c) -Have you in any manner since the
conviction been restored to civil rights, and ifyes,.

how?

(7) The mspectors, or one of them, shall ask

the challenged person any other or further
questions to test qualifications as an elector at

the election.
History: 1971 ¢ 3045, 29 (2); 1971 ¢, 336 5. 37; 1975 ¢ 85
ss: 41, 42 43, 66(3) l975c 199,200,421,

6.925 Elector maklng challenge, In per-
son. Any elector of the'county may challenge for
cause any -person offering to vote whom- the

elector knows or suspects is not a -qualified:

elector; If a person is challenged as unqualified
by an elector, one of the inspectors shall
administer the following oath or affirmation to
the challenging eléctor: “You do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer
all questions put to-you regarding the challenged
person’s place of residence and qualifications as
an elector of this election”;:and shall then ask
those of the following-iquestions which are
appropriate to ‘test the quahfxcatlons of the
challenged elector:: -

(1) If challenged as unquahﬁed .on’“the’

ground that the ‘person is not a citizen: Is ‘the
challenged pérson-a citizen of the United States?

(2) © If challenged as unqualified on ' the
ground that the pefson is not a resident of the
ward where the person offers to vote:

(a) When did the challenged person last comme
intothisward? " -

~{b) Did the challenged person come for a
temporary purpose only, or for the purpose of
makingithome?

(c) Did the challenged person come into this
ward for the purpose of votlng here? "

(d) Has the person now and for the last 10
. days a voting residence inthis ward? If so, what
is the particular description, name and location
of the person’sresidence?

(e) If'the answer to par. (d)is no, then: Has
the challenged person moved from the ward after
theclose of registration?

() Has the challenged person registered to
vote at this election at any other place within or
outside thisstate? -

(g) Has the challenged person applied for an
absentee ballot at any place i in this or any other
state? |

(h) If smgle, has the challenged person
boarded for part of the week, month or year w1th
the person’s parents?

{(i) If'the challenged person has no parents, or
is self—supportmg, has the person registered to
votein this ward?

“(j) Will the challenged person file his or her
next state-income tax return as a resident of this
ward? '
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. (3) _If challenged .as unqualified on the
ground that the person is not. 18 years of age: Is
the challenged person 18 years of age to the best
of your knowledge and belief? =

(4) - If challenged as unquahfled on the
ground that the person has made or become
directly or 1nduectly interested in any bet or
wager depending upon the result of the election:

(a) Has the challenged person made, in any
manner, any bet or wager depending upon the

“result of this election, or on the election of any

person for whom votes may be cast at the
elect10n‘7

(b)Is the challenged person in any manner,
directly or mduectly, interested in any bet -or
wager depending in any way upon the result of
this election?

(5) If challenged as unquahfled on. the
ground that the person has been convicted of.
treason,. felony .or. bribery and not been
subsequently restored to civil rights:.

(a) Has the challenged person ever been tried
or convicted in this state.of any crime? If yes,
then— .

by Of what cnme, when and in what court
was thelchallenged person so convicted?
..(c).Has the challenged person in any manner
since the conviction been restored to civil rights,
and if yes, how?

- {6) The inspectors, or one of them, shall ask
the challenging person any further questions to
test: the challenging person’s knowledge of the
qualifications of the challenged person as an

electoratthe election.
History: 1975¢ 85,199.

6. 93 Challenging the absent elector. The
vote of any absent elector may be challenged for
cause and the inspectors of election shall have all
the power and -authority given them to hear and
determine the legality of the ballot the same as if
the ballot had been voted in person.

6.94 Challenged elector oath. If the person
challenged refuses:to answer fully any relevant
questions put to him by the inspector under s.
6.92, the inspectors. shall reject his vote. If the
challenge -is not withdrawn- after the person
offering to vote has answered the questions, one
of. the inspectors shall administer to him the
following oath or affirmation: “You do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that: you are 18 years of age;
you are a citizen of the United. States; you are
now and for 10 days have been a resident of this
ward except unders. 6.02(3); you have not voted
at this eléction; you have not made any bet or
wager or become directly or indirectly interested
in any bet or wager depending upon the result of
this election; you are not on any other ground
disqualified tovote at this election”. If the person
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challenged refuses to take the oath or affirma-
tion, his vote shall be rejected. If the person takes
the oath or affirmation and fulfills the registra-
tion. requirements, when applicable, his vote

shall bereceived.
History: 1971 ¢. 304 s, 29 (2),197tc 336s.37; 1975c 85
$5.45,66 (3). .

6.95 Marking challenged elector ballot.
Whenever the inspectors under ss. 6.92 to 6.94
decide to receive the vote of a person offering to
vote who has been challenged, before depositing
the ballot they shall write on the back of the

THE ELECTORS 6.95

ballot the number of the challenged person
corresponding to the tally sheet or voting list
number kept at the election. When the inspectors
similarly decide to receive the vote of a -
challenged person offering to vote where voting
machines are used, his vote shall be received only
upon ap absentee ballot furnished by the
municipal clerk which shall similarly have the
corresponding number from the ‘tally sheet or
voting list printed on the back of the ballot before
theballot is deposncd
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