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FIRE INSURANCE 203.24

CHAPTER 203
FIRE INSURANCE |

203.09 Board of underwriters; fire patrol.

203.24 Adjusters of insurance

203.09 Board of underwriters; fire patrol.
(1) INcorPOrRATION., Three or more fire
insurance agents or companies in any city may
incorporate as a board of underwriters in such
city under the provisions of ch. 180 0r 181.

(2) Fire paTROL; DUTIES. The board may.
establish a-fire patrol in such city, and may
appoint and remove at pleasure a superintendent
and such number of patrols as it shall deem
proper and provide suitable accommodations
and apparatus for such patrol, and make needful
regulations for the government and direction
thereof; the duty of such patrol shall be to
discover and prevent fires and to save life and
property at and after fires, and for that purpose
such superintendent and patrol may enter any
building on fire or which may be in danger of
taking fire, subject to the control of the chief of
the city fire department, and to remove property
therefrom at or immediately after a fire and to
guard and protect the same.

(3) ANNUAL MEETING, BUSINESS. The board
shall meet in January in each year; prior notice of
such meeting, specifying the time and place,
shall be published as a class 1 notice, under ch.
985, at least 10 days prior thereto; at such
meeting each insurance company or agent doing
a fire insurance business in such city and who has
become a member of such corporation shall have
the right to be present and each company shall be
entitled to one vote. Membership in any such
corporation or board shall be optional. Such
meeting may determine whether a fire patrol
shall be established, or continued if established,
and fix the maximum expenses which shall be
incurred therefor during the ensuing year; but
not exceeding 2% of the premiums for fire
insurance received insuch city during such year.

(4) EXPENSES OF FIRE PATROL. On the first
day of each February each insurance company or
agent doing fire insurance business in such city
who has become a member of such corporation or
board shall furnish said board a sworn statement
of the amount of premiums received for insuring
property in such city during the preceding
calendar year. The board shall assess the amount
fixed for said expenses for the current year upon
the several member companies or agents, in

proportion to the amount of the premiums
received by each, and such assessments may be
recovered by such board. If statements shall not
be made as above required, the board shall serve
a written demand therefor on the delinquent
member company or agent personally or by
leaving the same during business hours at its or
his office with the person in charge thereof; and
every such member company or agent who shall
wilfully make a false statement, or who shall, for
fifteen days after such demand, neglect to render
such statement, shall forfeit fifty dollars and an
additional fifty dollars for each day’s neglect
after the expiration of said fifteen days, one-half
to the use of said board, when it shall prosecute
therefor.

203.24 Adjusters of insurance. (1) No
person, except an agent holding a certificate of
authority under s. 628.04, may make any
adjustment of a fire loss under a fire insurance,
marine insurance, plate glass insurance, sprin-
kler leakage insurance, livestock insurance or
automobile insurance policy unless the person
holds a certificate under this section.

(2) A certificate of authority as a fire
insurance adjuster, expiring January 31, follow-
ing, may be issued by the commissioner to any
person filing an application on a prescribed form
and upon the payment of the fee required by s
601.31 (15) (d).

(3) Such certificate shall be revoked by the
commissioner, if after due investigation and
hearing, he determines that the holder has
violated the insurance law. No person whose
certificate is revoked shall be granted another
certificate within one year thereafter, nor shall
he, until again so authorized, act as employe or
participate in the pay of any fire insurance
adjuster.

(4) A person does not violate this section by
making his first adjustment during a license year
prior to obtaining such certificate; provided, that
he shall, within two days after entering upon
such adjustment, make application therefor, and
shall in all other respects comply with this
section.
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(5) Upon the completion of each adjustment,
areport thereof shall be made and signed by each
adjuster participating therein and by the insured

or someone authorized thereto by the insured,.

and shall be filed with the department of
industry, labor and human relations and a
duplicate thereof shall be filed with the chief of
the fire department, if any. Reports of adjust-
ment under an automobile insurance policy need
not be filed unless the adjustment involves a fire
loss, and then only as to such fire loss.

(8).No fire loss for which a report is required
under sub. (5) shall be paid unless the report of
the ad]ustment signed by the adjuster shall show
that the report required by this section has been
filed, .
(7) The deposit of such report in the mails,
properly sealed, addressed and postpaid, shall be
asufficient filing. -

(8) This section shall apply to all per sons who
act in the capacity specified in subsection (1) for
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any insurance company or insured and to all
persons who act as advisors to or adjusters for the
insured for compensation in case of loss by fire,

“éxcepting attorneys acting in the ordinary

relation of attorney and client.

{9) No compensation which shall be based on
the excess of recovery over a stipulated sum, or
on a percentage upon the amount of recovery in
excess of five per cent of the amount of such
recovery, plus actual transportation charges and
hotel bills, shall be paid for the services.of any
fire insurance adjuster, and any contract for
compensation in v1olat10n of this subsection shall
bevoid.

(10) Subsection (1) shall not apply’ to
adjusters for town mutual companies, nor to

‘officers and employes of authorized insurers.

History: 1975 ¢, 224; 1975 ¢. 371 5. 50; 1975 ¢. 372, 421,
22.
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