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GENERAL RELIEP

49,01 Definitions. As used in chapter 49:

(1) “Relief” means such services, commodities or money as are reasonable and neces-
sary under the cireumstances to provide food, housing, clothing, fuel, light, water, medi-
cine, medieal, dental, and surgical treatment (including hospital care), optometrical ser-
viees, nursing, transportation, and funeral expenses, and include wages for work relief.
The food furnished shall be of a kind and quantity sufficient to provide a nourishing
diet. The housing provided shall be adequate for health and decency. Where there are
children of school age the relief furnished shall include necessities for which no other
provision is made by law. The relief furnished, whether by money or otherwise, shall be
at such times and in such amounts, as will in the discretion of the relief official or agency
meet the needs of the recipient and protect the publie.

(2) “Work relief” means any moneys paid to dependent persons entitled to relief
who have heen required by any municipality or county to work on any work relief project.

(8) “Work relief project” means any undertaking performed in whole or in part
by persons receiving: work relief.

(4) “Dependent person” or “dependent” means a person without the present avail-
able money or income or property or eredit, ox other means by which the same can be
presently obtained, sufficient to provide the necessary commodities and services specified
in subsection (1).

(5) “Municipality” means any town, city or village.

(6) “Department” means the state department of public welfare.

(7) “Eligible” or “eligibility” means a dependent person who has continuously resided
for one whole year in this state immediately prior to an applieation for relief except that
temporary assistance including medieal care may be granted during the initial year to
meet an emergency situation pending the negotiations for the return of the applicant
and family to the former place of residence or legal settlement outside this state or to
meet a medical emergency developing during the initial one year period of residence.
Such temporary assistance shall not extend beyond 30 days unless a medical emergency
requires further extension. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever anyone leaves this
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state, and was at the time of his departure eligible as to residential requirements to receive

general assistance under this section other than emergency aid, such person upon return-

ing within one year to this state, shall be eligible to receive such general assistance in this

state without limitation on the period of relief to he granted so long as the need continues.
History: 1961 c. 462,

49.02 Relief administration. (1) Every municipality shall furnish relief only to
all eligible dependent, persons therein and shall establish or designate an official or agency
to administer the same.

(2) Every county may furnish relief only to all eligible dependent persons within the
county but not having a legal settlement therein, and if it elects to do so, it shall establish
or designate an official or agency to administer the same.

(8) When the settlement of an eligible dependent person is unknown or in doubt
relief may be initially administered by the munieipality in which such person is found in
need, but the matter shall he promptly investigated and reported or referred as the case
may be to the county in which the municipality is situated.

(4) Nothing in this section shall prevent any county or municipality from entéring

into a joint or co-operative agreement under section 66.30.
-~ () The municipality or county shall be liable for the hospitalization of and care
rendered by a physician and surgeon fo a person entitled to relief under this chapter,
without previously aunthorizing the same, when, in the reasonahle opinion of a physician,
immediate and indispensable care or hospitalization is required, and prior authorization
therefor cannot be obtained without delay likely to injure the patient. There shall be no
‘liability for such eare or hospitalization beyond what is reasonably required by the cir-
‘cumstances of the case, and liability shall not attach unless, within 7 days after furnishing
the first care or hospitalization of the patient, written notices by the attending physician
"and by the hospital he mailed or delivered to the official or agency designated in accord-
ance with this section, reciting the name and address of the patient, so far as known, and
the nature of the illness or injury, and the probable duration of necessary treatment and
hospitalization. Any municipality giving care or hospitalization as provided in this sec-
tion to a person who has settlement in some other municipality may recover from such
other municipality as provided in s. 49.11,

(6) Officials and agencies administering velief shall assist dependent persons to
regain a condition of self-support through every proper means at their disposal and
'shall give such service and counsgel to those likely to become dependent as may prevent
such dependency,

(7) Whenever the authorities charged with the administration of this section have
reason to believe that a person receiving relief is engaging in conduet or behavior pro-
hibited in ch. 944, they shall promptly notify the law enforcement officials of the eounty
thereof, mcludmg facts relating to such person’s alleged misconduct or illegal behavior.

49.03 Optional county systems, (1) The county hoard may, by a resolution
adopted by an affirmative vote of a majority of all its members:

(a) Provide that the county shall hear the expense of maintaining all eligible de-
‘pendents therein and thereupon the county shall relieve all eligible dependents in the
county; and all powers conferred and duties imposed by this chapter upon municipalities
shall be exercised and performed by the county, or

(b) Abolish all distinetion between eligible county dependents and eligible municipal
dependents as to medical, surgical, dental, hospital and nursing eare and optometrical
services; and have the entire expense of such care a county charge.

(2) The county board by a resolution adopted by an affirmative vote of majority of
all its members may repeal any resolution adopted under subsection (1).

49.04 State dependents, (1) From the appropriation made in s. 20.670 (19) the
state shall reimburse the counties for such temporary assistance as may he needed pur-
suant to 8. 49.01 (7) for all dependent persons who do not have a settlement within any
county in this state and who have resided in the state less than one year.

(2) The state department of public welfare shall make suitable rules and regulations
governing the administration of temporary assistance nnder s. 49.01 (7) including the
notification of reimhursement-charges, the relief to be provided, the presentation of elaims
for reimbursement and other matters necessary to the provision of relief to such state
dependent persons receiving temporary assistance. The observance of such rules and regu-
lations by a county shall be a condition for reimbursement. .

- (8) The presentation of a claim for reimbursement shall be accompanied by a verified
copy of the sworn statement required by s. 49.11 (1), and an affidavit that diligent effort
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was made to ascertain the facts relating to the dependent’s legal settlement and:period of
residence in the state, and reciting such other facts as the department requires. Any claim
for relief furnished after June 30, 1953, shall he filed ith the state department of publie
welfare on the following June 30 or not to .exceed 30 days thereafter. If the department
is satisfied as to the correctness of the elaim it shall cer tify the same to.the department of
administration for payment to the county entitled thereto; provided that if the total
“amount payable to all counties exceeds the amount available unde1 the apploprlatlon made
in s. 20,670 (19) the departmeit shall prorate the amount available among the countiés
accmdmg to the amounts due them. Any necessary andit adJustments f01 any current
or ‘prior fiscal years may be included in subsequent certifications. :

(4) Any county aggrieved by the disallowance of its claim for 1e1mb1usement hele-
under may petition the department for a hearing which shall be ‘accorded aftet due notice,
The department may of its own motion order sich investigation and heanng as 1’[ deems
'necessary Such heanng ghall be govelned by chapter 227 : .

49,046 Relief to needy Indians.: From the applopmatlon made in s, 20 670 (16) and
(56) the .department may grant relief fo needy Indians not eligible for aid under ss,49.18,
49.19, 49.20 to 49.38, 49.40 or 49.61 and residing on tax-free lands or may appoint the, Wel—
fare agency in the eounty or munieipality “hEIGI)l such needy Indians reside to admin-
ister such relief, Any such agency so appointed shall make such 1ep01ts as are 1equ11ed
and such accounting for funds as are made available under this seetion, The department
shall adopt and publish suitable rules and regulations governing eligibility for the amount
of and the furnishing and paying of relicf under ‘this section. The department may enter
1nto suitable agreements with any appropriate agency of the federal government for pro-
vision of velief to needy Indians. The sums appropriated in s, 20.670 (16) and (56) for
the purposes of this seetion shall not become available until released by the board on gov-
ernment, operations. Such sums shall be made available by the hoard on government opel a-
tions at such times and in such amounts as the hoard may. determine fo be necessary, to
‘adequately provide for the purposes for whleh they are applopnated with due regard for
the whole amount available for such purposes. If the plov1510n relating to release by the

.board. on government operations is invalid, the appropriation in s. 20. 670 (16) and (56)
shall not be invalidated but shall be eonsldered to be made without any conchtlon as to
_time or manner of release. ; ,

49.0b Work relief, (1) “Any’ munlclpahty or county requlred by laW to admmlster
‘relief may require persons entitled to relief to labor on' any “vork Telief project atthor-
ized and sponsored by the municipality or county, at work which they are capable of
“performing. When a work relief project requires the employment of skilled tradesmen,
and the number of such tradesmen listed on'the velief rolls:of the mumclpahty or ‘county
sponsoring ‘the project is not sufficient to meet the 1equnements of the project, the munici-
pality or eoutity may hire tradesmen who are not receiving public velief; and they shall
be paid at the prevailing wage for such labor in the munieipality or county

(2) The basis of payment of persons glanted work relief shall be. determméd by the
unit of government responsible for the person’s relief, -

(3) Municipalities or counties may authorize work relief p1 OJects f01 the perfmmance
of any. . work not prohibited hy law, provided that such projects are not, ope;ated_so as. to
supplant regular employes of the munlclpahty or county:or. the other municipal or county

'umts hereinafter . mentioned.  Municipalities .or, counties may, hy mubual agreement,
cagsign persons entitled to work relief to work on work relief: projects opelated by the
state or by other municipalities, counties, sehool: distriets, drainage districts, ntility .dis-
[tricts, metropolitan sewerage areas or other govelnmental units. Such agreements may o
may not provide for full or partial work: relief 1e1mbulsen1ent to the municipality or
county loaning such pelsons by the mun1c1pahty or eounty or unit to Whlch such pelsons
are loaned. :

(4) Mummpahtles or countles glantmg wonk 1ehef shall be dnectlv hable to persons
glanted work relief for any benefits: legally recoverable under the workmen’s compensa-
tion law of Wisconsin, but may contract with another governmental unit, for whose benefit
such nyork relief project is primarily designed to share such lability or wholly assume
the same, and. such other governmental unit is he1eby authorized, to. make such contraets
of sharing or total assumption of lability.

(5) Munieipalities or counties may. authorize the sale of ploduets made on any WOlk
relief project.to governmental units, and to religious, charitable or educational institutions.

(6) Municipalities or counties' may operate' work relief projects which will serve to

“rehabilitaté disabled persons so-as: to enable such pemons to quahfy f01 employment in
public: or ‘private industry. - - R T ol b
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(7) 'The value of work relief labor shall be deemed to offset the payments made there-
for and such payments shall not be recoverable under section 49.11.

49.06 Home and insurance exempf. No person shall he denied relief on the ground
that he has an equlty in the home in which he lives or a cash or loan value not in exeess, of
$300.1n a pohcy of insurance. No applicant for 1ehef shall he required to assign such
equity or insurance policy as a condition for receiving relief. Where persons are not in
fact dependent, as defined by this chapter, but who, if they converted their liinited hold-
ings, real or personal, would, by reason of a fallen market or by reason of economic o
othér eonditicns, be required ‘co suffer a substantial loss, thén and in that event such per-
sons shall be permitted, by proper assignments to the county or municipality, to Fender
themselves qualified to receive velief. The county or municipal agency may sell, lease ov
transfer the property, or defend and prosecute all actions coneerning it, and pay all just
claims against it, and do all other things necessary for the protection, preservation and
management of the property.

49.08 Recovery from dependents; property in joint tenancy. (1) ' If any person
at the time of receiving relief under ss. 49.01 to 49.17 or as an inmate of any county or
munieipal institution in whieh the state is not chmgeable with all or a part of the inmate’s
maintenance or as -a tuberculosis patient provided for in eh. 50 and s. 58.06' (2), or at
any time thereafter, is the owner of property, the authorities charged +with the care of ‘the
dependent, or the board in charge of the institution, may sue for the valueof the relief from
such person or his estate. In such action the statutes of limitation shall not he pleaded in
defense, except that nothing herein shall eliminate the bar of s, 313.08.  The eourt may
refuse to render judgment or allow the claim in any case where a parent, wife or child is
dependent on such property for support, provided that the court in rendering judgment
shall take into account the current family hudget requirement as fixed by the United States
department of labor for such community or as fixed by the authorities of such community
in charge of public. assistance. .The records kept by the municipality or. institution: are
prima facie evidence of the value of the relief furnished. This seetion shall not apply to
any. person who receives care for pulmonary tuberculosis as provided in s. 50.04. . .

(2) If upon-the death:of any person any property prior to:death was held in‘joint
tenancy, then ss.:230.47. (1m) and (3) and 230.48 (Im) and (3)- shall apply and the
liability and recovery shall be the same as provided in sub. (1) except that it shall only
be for relief furnished under ss. 49.01 to 49.17 and the judge so finds, and if thereis no
personal property or the personal property is insufficient to pay the debt and.obligation
and real property remains, the court shall enter judgment which shall constitute a prior
lien for the unsatisfied amount as hereafter provided and remain a prior lien until satis-
fied or until the death of the surviving joint tenant at which time.recovery may be had,
The authorities or hoard shall file a copy of the judgment with a description of the prop-
erty in the office of the register of deeds of every county in which real property of the
joint tenant is located. This subsection is authority only to counties having a population
of 500,000 .or more for relief furnished by such counties and shall apply only to pelsons
1e51dent of such counties at the time of death. by G

..49.085 No: action:against members of the Menominee Indian fribe in certain cases.
No action shall be.commenced under s. 46,10, 49.08 or 49.25 or: any other provision of
law for.the recovery from assets distributed to members: of the Menominee Indian: tribe
and others by the United. States pursuant to P.L. 83-399,. as amended, for the value’ of
relief or: old-age assistance under this chapter and the value of mamtenance in state ingti-
tutions under ch, 46, furnished prior to termination date (as defined in s. 70.057) to any
legally enrolled membel of the Menominee Indian tribe, his or her dependents,. or lawfnl
distributees of such member under section 3, said P.L. 83-399, as amended. For purposes
of this seetion, “egally, enrolled members of the Menommee Indian tribe” shall inciude
only those persons whose names appear on “Final Roll—Menominee Indian Tribe of
Wlsconsm as proclaimed by the secretary of the interior November 26 1957, -and pub-
lished at pages 9951 et seq. of the federal register, Thursday, Decembel 12, 1957

49.09 Removal of dependents, (1) When a dependent person, other than a recip-
ient of old-age assistance, aid to blind, aid to dependent children, or aid to totally and
permanently disabled persons is receiving rvelief elsewhere than at his place of settlement
and refuses to return thereto, the officer or agency of the place administering velief or
of the place of settlement may petltlon the judge of the county court or the 3udge of any
other eourt of record of the county in which the relief is furnished for an order directing
such person ‘to return to his place of settlement. The petition shall state specifically the
reasons upon which the order is sought and eopies shall be served upon the dependent per-
son; the officer or agency of the place of residence or the place of legal settlement. Notice
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of hearing shall be served upon the same parties at least 10 days in advance of the hear-
ing. Service may he made personally or by registered mail with return reeeipt requested.

(2) If the judge finds that return to the place of legal settlement does not substan-
tially reduce the employment and earning opportunities of the dependent person, does
not materially disrupt family ties, and does not work any material injustice to him, he
may order the dependent person to return to his place of settlement. The order of the
judge for removal shall specify a time beyond which no further relief shall he granted
the dependent person unless he returns to the place of his legal settlement and shall fur-
ther specify the conditions to be complied with by the petitioning municipality to provide
suitable transportation to the place of settlement. The cost of transportation shall be
chargeable to the place of legal settlement and may be recovered as any other relief costs,
pursunant to section 49.11. If the place of legal settlement is the petitioner, the entry of
such order shall not be a defense to collection of future relief charges unless it ean show
affirmatively that all conditions as to providing transportation specified in the order were
fully complied with, Any such removal order may he suspended by the judge at any
time without notice or hearing upon application of the relief agency of the place of
residence for authonty to issue relief to meet an emergency medical condition, and further
the judge may in his discretion at any time entertain an application by the dependent
person or either mumeipahty to revoke such removal order and upon giving of notice
and hearing as provided in subsection (1), may revoke such order temporarily or per-
manently. A copy of the order suspending the removal order or a copy of revocation of
the removal order shall be served on the place of legal settlement within 10 days of the
entry thereof and any and all relief granted puvsuant to the suspension of revocation
order will he chargeable to the place of legal settlement to the same extent as though no
removal order had heen entered. Any removal order entered by a judge shall affect and
be binding on only those municipalities which have been served with the petition and
notice of hearing.

(3) When a dependent person without a legal settlement in a county or municipality
in this state applies for relief and is found in need, the relief agency may furnish tempo-
rary assistance including emergency medical care but shall immediately correspond with
the state in which such person formerly resided or had a legal settlement. If such other
gtate admits that the dependent person is there eligible for relief on the basis of residence,
then the relief agency in this state shall offer to the person requesting relief transporta-
tion for such person, and for his dependents if necessary, to the municipality of former
residence or legal settlement. If the person declines to accept such offer no further relief
to him or his dependents shall be granted except for temporary assistance to meet a
medical emergency. In the event the dependent person has resided less than one whole
year in this state immediately prior to application for relief then the temporary assist-
ance shall not extend heyond 30 days unless a medical .emeérgency requires further exten-
sion. -If the dependent person is a married woman the fact that the hushand cannot
be found shall be no bar to such married woman’s right to receive relief. In the disere-
tion of the department, however, she may be required to swear out a warrant for non-
support against her hushand hefore receiving relief,

49,10 Legal settlement; how determined. (1) A wife has the settlement of her
husband, if he has any within the state, but'if he has none, she has none. A wife living
separate from her hushand shall, if eriminal proceedings have been instituted under s.
52.05, or support proceedings commenced under s. 52.10, begin to acquire legal settlement
in he1 own right as of the date of instituting the cllmlnal ploceedings or commenemg the
support proceedings.

(2) (a) Legitimate minor children have the settlement status of their father if living,
or of the mother if their father is deceased, or if their mother has aequired settlement in
her own right under sub. (1) and has aetual custody of the children; if the parents are
divorced, the children have the settlement status of the parent who has legal custody
awarded by a court of competent jurisdiction. If no award of legal custody is made, the
children have the settlement status of the parent having actual custody but if custody is
awarded to other than a parent, such children have no settlement,.

(b) Hlegitimate children have the settlement of their mother; and if her settlement
is lost, theirs is lost.

(c) If parental rights are terminated, notwithstanding any disposition of custody in
the same or companion proceedings, the child has no settlement.

(3) (a) Any person, except as otherwise provided in this section, without a settlement
in any munieipality in a county (which is not operating on the county system), who volun-
tarily resides in that connty one whole year without the receipt of aid, public or private,
as a dependent person, gains a settlement in the county. That which interrupts residence
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toward the gaining or losing of settlement in a municipality likewise interrupts residence
toward the gaining or losing of a county settlement. Every such settlement eontinues
until it is lost hy acquiring a new one in this state or by so residing for one whole year
elsewhere than the county of settlement or by so residing one whole year in a municipality
within the county of settlement, and the residence which went toward gaining the eounty
settlement shall, if voluntarily in the municipality, be included toward the gaining of
settlement in the munieipality.

(b) Any person who has a settlement in any municipality in a eounty (which is not
operating on the county system) who resides elsewhere than said municipality for one
whole year so as to lose his settlement in the municipality, but does not gain a settlement
in another municipality in the county, and does not reside outside the county for one
whole year, so as to lose settlement, has a settlement in the county.

(¢) Time spent by any person while residing on land owned, operated or controlled
by another mumelpahty or county, shall not be included as a pzut of the year necessary
to acquire a settlement in the town, city, village or county, wherein such lands are located,
but shall be included as a part of the year necessary to acquire a settlement in such other
municipality or county.

(4) Every person (except as otherwise provided in this seetion) who voluntarily
resides in any municipality or county operating on the county system one whole year
without receiving aid, either public or private, as a dependent person, gains a legal settle-
ment therein. Residence by a person within this state under the following cireumstances
shall not be considered as voluntary and shall be considered as interrupted, and no settle-
ment status shall be changed:

(a) While supported as a dependent person by other than a spouse, parent or child.

(b) While employed on any governmental program as a needy person.

(e¢) While an inmate or under the eontrol and supervision of any public institution
or an inmate of a private institution.

(d) While residing or while employed on any Indian reservation land which is not
subject to taxation by the municipality or county whereinn such land is located.

(e) While under confinement or on probation or parole under the state or federal
criminal statutes. _

(£f) While supported in whole or in part in any institution or foster home as a public
charge.

(5) Time spent in the armed forces on active duty exceeding 30 days in the aggregate
per annum shall not be included as part of the year necessary to change settlement status.

(6) Marriage emancipates minors so that they may acquire legal settlement in their
own right.

(7) Every settlement continues until it is lost by voluntarily acquiring a new one in
this state or by voluntarily residing for one whole year elsewhere than the municipality
or county in which such settlement exists; and upon voluntarily aequiring a new settle-
ment or upon voluntarily residing one whole year elsewhere than the municipality or
county of settlement, all former settlements are lost.

(8) Where a divorce has been granted, the date from which a new settlement may be
acquired by a married woman is the day on which the divorce is granted and not the
termination of the period when the divorce judgment becomes final.

(9) When any terrvitory is organized info or attached to any mumicipality, every
person having a settlement in such territory, and who actually dwells or has his home,
or if absent, has his last dwelling place or home therein, thereafter has a settlement in
such new municipality or the one to which such territory is so attached. The organization
into or attachment to any municipality of any territory shall not prevent any person
from acquiring a legal settlement therein within the time and by the means by which he
would have gained it there if no new municipality had been organized or such territory
had not been attached.

(10) This seetion shall not affeet any commitments to .institutions, payments or deci-
sions made or actions, proceedings or petitions pending or causes of action existing on
the hasis of legal settlement before January 1, 1960.

(11) When this section is applied to any county operating under the county system
of administering public assistance the term “munieipality” as used herein means such
county unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(12) In addition to the definitions in s. 49.01, the following definitions apply to this

section :
(a) “Settlement sta,tus” includes persons with or without a legal settlement in this

state.
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(b) “Legitimate child” includes children horn or conceived in wedlock or 1eg'1t1mated
puleuant to-law or legally adopted.

(e} “Residence” is the voluntary coneurrence of physmal plesence w1th intent to
remain in a place of fixed habitation. Physmal presence shall be pnma fac1e ev1dence of
intent-to remain,

. {d) - “Voluntary” means according to a person’s free choice, if competent or by chome
of a guardian if ineompetent.

+(e) #Confinement” means legal detention of a person after imposition of sentence in
any: prison, jail, house of conectmn, prison camp or snmlal conectlonal faeility, and
includes the provisions of s.:56.08.

(). “Institution” means a facility \mthm this state for conglegate care or comectlon
and includes the following:

1.-Publie.. Wisconsin state prison; ‘Vlsconsm correctional institution; Wiseonsin state
1ef01mat01'y Wiseonsin home for women; Wisconsin seliool for hoys; Wlsconsm school’
for girls; counby jails. or houses of correction; Wisconsin -child center; northern Wis-!
consin, southern Wisconsin and eentral Wiseonsin colonies and training sehools; Mendota,
Winnebago and Central state hospitals; Wisconsin school for visually handicapped; Wis+
consin school for the deaf; federal, state, county or municipal hospitals, asylums, infir-
maries, tuberculosis sanatonums or homes for the aged; veterans’ hospitals, domiciliaries,
and homes,

2. anate Pllvate or denommational centers, schools or homes for neglected depend-
ent or delinquent childven; foster homes (licensed); nursing homes (licensed); lodge,
society or benevolent homes; tubercnlosis sanatoriums; mental hospitals.:

- Discussion of legal settlement of hus- parole and effect on child in foster home 50
band, wife, Ch]ld ‘relative to probatlon and . Atty, Gen. 86. N

49305 Legal settlement in Menomlnee county. Evew person who on tenmnatlon
date as defined in s. 70.057 would have legal settlement.in- Menominee eounty -as deter-
mined under s. 49,10 but for the exception contained in s. 49.10 (4) for time spent while
1e31dmg or while employed on an Indian reservation, shall be deemed to have legal settle-
ment in Menominee: county.on termination date. : . Do ‘

49,11 Legal settlement, collection from. (1) SWORN SPATEMENT OF. SETTLEMDNT.
When' rélief is furnished to a dependent person, either he, if able, or some other person
who has knowledge of the facts, shall be required to make a sworn statement of facts
relating to his residence and settlement Wlnch statement shall bhe 111c01pomted into the
nonresident notice. .

- (2)- RIGHT 70 COLLECT FTROM PLACE OF SETTLEMENT,  The cowrity or municipality in
which the relief recipient has his settlement shall he chargeable with relief furnished. If
the velief recipient has no settlement in this state, then the county wherein the relief is
furnished: shall be chargeable with such: relief; and the state shall reimburse for relief
charges when the person. has no settlement and until such person has had residence ‘in
this state for a period of one year, pulsuant to's. 49.04. Co

(2) When the furnishing municipality is without the county of settlement 1. When -
the velief recipient claims to have settlement outside of the county. in which relief is fur-
nished, the relief furnished shall be a charge against the county in which the relief is fur-.
nished. Such charge shall be audited by a committee designated for such purpose by the
county board and shall be paid by the eounty of the municipality furnishing the relief
withiit 60 days of the receipt ‘of the voucher or elaim. Thereafter such county may recover
from’ the county of settlement, and the latter county may, exeept when opelatmo under
the cotmaty system of relief, recover from the municipality of settlement. ’

2. If the county whelem the aid is furnished fails to pay the charge to the glantlng-,
municipality within 60 days after it is filed with its clerk, the municipality may proceed .
against said cownty under this section to recover for such 1e]1ef furnished, ‘

(b) When' furnishing municipality is within county of ‘settlément. When opelatmg
under the municipal system and the relief recipient claims to have settlement'in a muniei-
pality within the same eounty, the velief furnished shall be a charge against sueh muniei-
pality and may he'recovered by the furnishing mumicipality direetly,

(c) When county settlement or no settlement. When the velief recipiert claims to’
have county settlement or no settlement, the charges for the relief furnished may he'recov-
ered. by the furnishing municipality directly from the county wherein the relief:is fur-
nished, and if such recipient has no settlement and.has not resided in this state for at -
least one year, the -county may, in turn, recover from the. state under.s. 49.04.

(3) DEFENSES AVAILABLE, The defenses available to any m1m1c1pahty or eounty in
a proceeding under s, 49.11 for reimbursement, shall be:as follows:- : {

(a) That the settlement is not in the mumelpahty or county as clanned
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(b) That the relief recipient was not a dependent person as defined in s. 49.01 (4)
an(l was not in need of the relief furnished.

:(e) That the notices required to be served or filed were defectlve to the pleJudlCe of
the municipality or county. v S

(d). That the limitations as preseribed in this seetlon had expired.

(4) PROCEDURES TOR RECOVERY. When the municipality furnishing 1el1ef is not the
municipality of settlement, a nonresident notice shall be sérved upon the miinicipality of
claimed settlement as helemaftel provided. Such nonregident notice shall be on a stand-
ard form preseribed by the department and:shall contain the following: The name of
the municipality or county furnishing relief; the name, residence and hirth dates of the
persons receiving relief and of all the members of his household; the name of the county
or. municipality in which settlement is claimed and the faects npon which such: claim is
based; the date on which relief was first furnished; a copy of the sworn statement .as
described in s. 49.11 (1).. The effect of this nonresident notice shall lapse when: there is
no general relief furnished to the person or his. family for a period of 6 months. The
effect of the nonvesident notice may be reinstated, at any time, by notice (on forins pre-
seribed by the department) by certified mail by the furnishing municipality or county ito
the municipality or eounty chargeable, within 30 days after the new. relief.is furnished,
after such lapse of 6 months, and forwarded in: the same manner as the original non-
resident notice. ,

(a) Reply to nonresident notice. The municipality or county . of claimed settlement
shall either deny or acknowledge settlement within 20 days after receipt of the n0111e51,clent
notice, and if denied, such denial shall eontain all the facts upon which the denial is hased.
Failure to deny shall be considered as an acknowledgment of settlement as claimed until
such denial shall be filed.

. (b) Transmittal of motices, replies and claims. 1. When settlement is claimed in
a county. or a municipality in other than the furnishing county, the nonresident notice
shall be completed by the furnishing municipality or county, and transmitted to the
county cleik of the county wherein the relief was furnished (exeépt in countles on the
county system, wherein the county clerk is the mltlatmg agent), who shall in turn, t1ans—
mit said notice to. the ecounty eclerk of the county in which settlement is elaimed, In
counties operating under the munchpal system of relief, it is the dufy of the county, clerk
to forward such nonresident notice to the elerk of the nlunlclpahty of claimed settlement.

2. Denials or acknowledgments of 1espons1b1hty shall be mailed directly to the muniei-
pality or county furnishing velief with copies being sent to all forwarding agencies.

3. When verified claims are received by the county clerk from the mmnclpa,hty fup-
nishing relief and payment to' the municipality i is made under sub. (2) (a) 1, such elelk
shall, within 75 days from the date he first receives snch claim forward a venﬁecl clzum,
on forms preseribed by the department, to the clerk of the county wherein settlement is
clained.  In counties operating under the municipal system, it is the duty of the county
elelk to forward such claim to the clerk of the municipality of claimed settlement within
7 days after the receipt thereof. When operating under the county system of relief veri-
fied claims received from the county relief agenecy pursuant to par. (e) 3 shall be for-
warded within 75 days from the date such claim is received, on forms preseribed by the
depaltment to the clerk of the county wherein a settlement is claimed.

4: Alléwanees or disallowances shall be sent to the clerk of the furnishing county Wlth
a copy ‘fo the clerk of the’ comnty of claimed settlement. The municipality or county of
claimed settlement shall, upon receipt of the claim for reimbursement, either allow or
digallow such claim. Failure to allow such claim for the period lle1e1nafter 1ndleated
shall be deemed a disallowance thereof. -

.. (¢) Transmittal of notice, replies and claims between units in same county J When the
furnishing municipality and the munigipality of claimed settlement are within the same
county, all nonresident notices, denials or acknowledgments, claims and allowances or, dis-
allowances shall be filed directly with the clerks of the respective municipalities,

(d) Ty amsmittal of notice, replies and claims when person hasno settlement or cazmt Y
setﬂement When claim is made that responsibility. rests with the furnishing munici-
palltys county heeause the recipient has no settlement.or has a county settlement, all
filing shall be done direetly with the county clerk and the municipal clerk. When settle-
ment is claimed as county settlement in a county other than the county of the furnishing
municipality the transmittal shall be in the same manner as if such county of claimed
set{lement were operating under a county system of relief. . .

(e) Time and limitations for filing. . 1. All filings and mailings shall be done by certl-
fied or registered mail. The nonresident notice and statement concerning residence shall
be initially filed and transmitted within 20 days of the date. of furnishing relief. The
forwarding agents shall forward such notices within 7 days of the receipt thereof.
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2. The acknowledgment or denial of settlement shall be transmitted within 20 days
of the receipt of the nonresident notice.

3. Claims for reimbursement shall he filed with the ecounty clerk of the furnishing
county within one year of the date on which the relief is furnished.

4. Disallowance or allowance of claims by the municipality or county of claimed set-
tlement shall be transmitted within 60 days of receipt of the elaim for reimbursement, and
failure to allow or disallow within such period shall be deemed a disallowance.

(£) Penalty for failure to timely file. 1. Failure to timely initiate or transmit a non-
resident notice or an acknowledgment or denial shall be a bar to recovery or a right to
deny recovery until such notices are received. If the furnishing municipality or county
claims settlement of a velief recipient to be in a municipality in a county operating under
a municipal system, and later discovers that settlement is in another munieipality within
the same county, an amended nonresident notice may be filed, and if done within 40 days
of the date on which relief is furnished, the effect of sueh nonresident notice shall revert
to the date on which such relief was first furnished.

2. Failure to timely initiate and transmit a elaim for reimbursement shall be a com-
plete bar to recovery on such elaim not timely filed.

(5) GENERAL LIMITATIONS. In addition to the other limitations and penalties herein-
before stated, recovery of relief granted shall be barred unless a proceeding is commenced
before the department:

(a) Within 6 months after receiving written notice of a disallowance of a claim.

(b) Within one year after disallowance by failure to allow a claim.

(¢) Under any other cirecumstances within 2 years of the date relief is first furnished
under the nonresident notice which is the basis for the elaim, including claims against the
state.

(6) Wmo MAY sUE.  (a) County. Upon receipt of notice of the disallowance of the
claim of any county, its clerk shall forthwith notify the district attorney of his county,
who may institute a proceeding in the name of the county for the recovery of so much
of the claim as has been disallowed, and in such action the county shall not be required
to give bond.

(b) Municipality. Upon receipt of notice of disallowance of the claim of any muniei-
pality against another municipality within the same county the clerk receiving such notice
shall notify the governing hody of his municipality which may thereupon institute a pro-
ceeding under sub. (7).

(7) ProceDURE. (a) Jurisdiction and practice. The department is vested with ex-
clusive original jurisdietion to hear all proceedings brought under this section on elaims
that have been disallowed or which have not heen acted upon as required by statute. A
county which has furnished relief or paid a municipality for the relief fuynished shall be
plaintiff, except where the suit is between municipalities within the same county or where
a munieipality is suing its own county for failure to pay, and shall join as parties de-
fendant all municipalities or counties liable presently or ultimately. The parties have a
right to be present at any hearing, by attorney or any other authorized agent approved
by the depa1tmeut and to present pertinent testimony and argument. The department
shall appoint examiners to conduet such hearings. The depaltment or an examiner thereof,
for the purpose of carrying out such powers and duties, may issue subpoenas. The depalb—
ment may make such regulations and adopt such rules of practice not inconsistent herewith
or with ch, 227 as will enable it to effectually perform its duties hereunder. The order of
the department shall determine the ultimate liahility of all parties in the proceeding and
may grant to the prevailing party and against the losing party witness fees of $5 per
day and 5 cents per mile for travel.

(b) Pleadings and hearing. Such proceedings shall be commenced by complqmt which
shall be entitled “Before the state department of public welfare of Wisconsin.” The com-
plaint 'shall contain the names of the parties and matters and prayers as in complaints gen-
erally. It may be served, with sufficient copies, upon the department by registered or cer-
tified mail; the department shall then note such service upon the original eomplaint and
so notify the claimant. The department shall immediately transmit a copy by registered
or certified mail to the defendant county or municipality, which shall have 20 days from
the time of the malhng of such copy by registered or certified mail to serve an answer,
with sufficient copies, upon the department. The department shall acknowledge such serv-
ice and mail a copy of the answer to the claimant, When the department has determined
that the matter is at issue, it shall notify the parties of the time and place of hearing
thereon and in its deseretion may continue or adjourn such hearving for a reasonable
period. The department shall make its findings and order and transmit copies thereof to
the parties by registered or certified mail as soon as possible after such hearing.

(¢) Judicial review. Such order shall be subject to review under ch. 227, except that
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such review shall be instituted in the cireuit court in one of the following counties: Doug-
las, Eau Claire, Marathon, Brown, La Crosse, Dane or Milwaukee, and may be heard at
a regular or special ferm.

(d) Service by mail. The mailing within such 20 days, of any notice herein provided
shall be by registered or certified mail with retwrn receipt requested.

(e) State special charge. When a matter is finally determined on appeal, or if no
appeal is taken within the prescribed time, the amount owing by a county or municipality
shall be certified by the department to the department of administration and shall there-
after be collected as are other special state charges against counties and municipalities,
with interest at the rate of 6 per cent per annum to he computed to March 22 following.
The state treasurer shall remit to the prevailing county or mumicipality such amount, as
soon after March 1 of each year, as may be, upon order of the department of administra-
tion.

History: 1961 ¢, 204,

49.12 Penalties; evidence. (1) Any person who, with intent fo secure public
assistance under any provision of ch. 49, whether for himself or for some other person,
wilfully makes any false representations shall, if the value of such assistance so secured
does not exceed $100, be imprisoned not more than 6 months; if the value of such as-
sistance exceeds $100 but does not exceed $500, be imprisoned not more than one year; if
the value of such assistance exceeds $500, be imprisoned not more than 5 years, and if the
value of such assistance exceeds $2,500, be punished as prescribed under s. 943.20 (3) (e).

(2) Any person who wilfully does any act designed to interfere with the proper ad-
ministration of public assistance shall he fined not less than $10 nor more than $100 or
be punished by imprisonment for not less than 10 nor more than 60 days. The acceptance
of any supplies or articles furnished to any person as general relief in exchange for or
in payment for any intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage shall be deemed to
he a violation of this subsection, but violations of this subsection shall not be limited to
such acts.

. (3) Any dependent person who sells or exchanges supplies or articles furnished
him as assistance or who disposes of such supplies or articles in any other way than as
directed, with intent thereby to defraud the county or munieipality furnishing him
assistance, and any person who purchases any article knowing it to have been furnished
to another person as assistance shall be punished as provided in subsection (2).

(4) Any person who without legal aunthority sends or hrings, causes to he sent or
brought, or advises any dependent person to go to any municipality for the purpose of
making him a charge upon such municipality shall he punished as provided in subsection
(2).

(5) Any person in charge of public assistance or any of his assistants who receives
or solicits any commission or derives or seeks to obtain any personal financial gain
through any purchase, sale, dishursement or contract for supplies or other property used
in the administration of publie assistance ghall be punished as provided in s. 946.13.

(8) Where a person is originally eligible for assistance and receives any income or
assets or hoth thereafter and fails to notify the officer or agency granting such assistance
of the receipt of such assets within 15 days after such receipt and continues to receive
aid, such failure to so notify the proper officer or agency of receipt of such assets or in-
come or-both shall be considered a fraud and the penalties in sub. (1) shall apply.

(7) Any dependent person who uses money, checks, vouchers or any other thing of
value furnished him as relief for purposes other than as directed by the county or mu-
nicipality furnishing such relief shall be punished as provided in sub. (2). ,

(8) Any person who makes any statement under oath to the authorities charged with
the responsibility of furnishing assistance shall be considered to have made an admission
as to the existence, corvectness or validity of any faet stated, which shall be taken as prima
facie evidence against the party making it in any complaint, information or indietment,
and in any action or proceeding brought for the enforcement of any provision of this
chapter.

(9) If any person obtains for himself, or any other person or dependents or hoth,
assistance under this chapter on the hasis of facts stated to the authorities charged with
the responsibility of furnishing assistance and fails to notify said authorities within 7
days of any change in the facts as originally stated and continues to receive assistance
based on the originally stated faets such failure to notify shall be considered a fraud and
the penalties in sub. (1) shall apply. The negotiation of a check received in payment of
such assistance by the recipient after any change in such faets which would render him
ineligible for such assistance shall be prima facie evidence of fraud in any such case.

(10) Any person who accepts a relief voucher granted as relief and fails to tender
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the: commodities authorized by the relief authorities to: the velief recipient but in lieu
thereof refunds to the relief recipient cash or substitutes any intoxieating liquor or malt’
beverage or cigarettes not authorized by the relief voucher shall be considered to have
committed a fraud and the penaltles provided in-sub. (1) shall apply to sald pelson
}Ilstory 1961 c. 167, :

49,14 County home; estabhshment (1) Each county may establish a county
home for the velief and support of dependent persons pursuant to section 46.17.

(2) In all counties whose population is less than 250,000 such county Lome shal]
be governed: pursuant to sections 46,18, 46.19. and 46.20. . . . /ST

+(3) No county in which a county home is established shall contract to conduet the
same or to support and maintain the inmates thereof; and all agreements in v101at1on
of this subsection are void.

(4) The trustees or any person employed by the county board pursuant to sub-
sections (1) and (2), may adminjster oaths concerning any matter submitted to. him
or them, in connection with their functions. Lo . :

49,15  County home; commitments; admissions. (1) When i} appears to the satis-
faction of any court of record upon petition that a person is without a home or necessary
care or is living in a state of filth and squalor likely to induee disease, the court, after af-
fordihg such person an opportunity to, be héard in person or by someone in hlS behalf,

may commit such person to the ecunty home of his county, if there be one theréin, othel-'
wise to the ecounty home of some other county, for an indefinite time subjeéet to further
order. ‘If the person sought to he committed has a legal settlement, tlie petition for com=
mitment shall be signed by the relief officer of the municipality of settlement and the cost
of care and maintenance shall he a chalge against such munieipality; but if the person
has no legal settlement or the county in which he has settlement operates on the county
system ‘of relief the petition shall he signed by the velief officer of the county and’the cost
of care and maintenance shall he a charge against the county. Any order or process issued
by the court may be served and such commi tment may be made by the petitioning officer.

' (2)" Any person upon application to thé board of trustees may be admitted to the
county home upon such terms as may he prescribed by the board. If ‘suech person or his
relatives'are mnable to pay for his care and maintenance he may be admitted as a cha1ge
of the municipality of his legal séttlement or the'county if he has no settlement, but'
no municipality or county shall be bound without the written approval of its 1ehef
oﬁ‘ieel or agency; éxcept as provided in subséction' (3). : '

" (3) The actual cost for care and maintenarce renidered a rvelief ‘reeipient who has
legal gettlement in another county shall be a proper relief charge and a 11ab111ty agamst
the place of settlement and recoverable pursuant to'section 49.11,

(4) The county hoard of any county may by resoliition provide that the county ‘shall
bear the expense of maintaining all dependent persons committed or admitted to the
county home, and may 1epeal any 1esolut10n adopted undel thls subsectlon

49, 16 -County hospltal establlshment (1) -Each counuy may estabhsh a county
hospital for the treatment of dependent persons, pursiant to section 46.17: . o

:(2) JIn counties with a population of 250,000 or. more such: institution shall be
govemed pursuant to section 46.21, but in all other counties it shall be governdd pulsuant
to sections 46,18, 46.19 and 46.20,

49,17 ''County hospitals; admissions. (1) Any person’ upon apphcatlon to the
board of trustees may he admitted to the county hospital upon such terms as-rhay he’
plesenbed by the board. If such person’ or his relatives are unable to pay for his care
and maintenance he may be admitted as a charge of the mumclp'ihty of his legal settle-’
mignt 'or the county if he has no settlement, hut no mmiicipality or coitnty shall be ‘bound
without ‘the Wntten app1ova1 of 1ts 1ehef oﬂlcel or ageney, except as p10v1ded m Sub-
section’ (2). ' ‘

.(2) The actual cost for hospitalization and treatment rendered a relief recipient’ “who
has legal settlement in’another county shall be.a proper elief clarge’ and a hablhty
aframst the place of gettlemient and recoverable pulsuant to section 49.11.

(3) The eounty board of any county may. by resolution provide that the county. shall
bear the expense of maintaining all dependent persons admitted to the county hospltal
and may repeal any resolution adopted under this subsection.. S

49171 County ‘infirmaries; establishment. (1) Fach county, or any 2 or more
counties jointly, may establish, pursuant to section 46.17 or 46. 20 a county 1nﬁ1ma1y for
the treatment, care-and maintenance of the aged infirm."
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+(2) In counties with a population of 500,000 or more, such institution shall be. gov-
elned pursunant to section 46.21, but in all othe1 counties it shall be govelned pursuant to
seetlons 46.18, 46.19 and 46.20. . .

©(3) As used-in sections.49.171 to 49.173: ’

(a)An aged infirm person is a person over the age of 65 years so incapacitated men—‘
tally by the degenerative plocesses of old age, or 50 incapacitated physically, as to require
eontmumg infirmary - care.

“(h) A county infirmary is a county 1nst1tut10n cleated pursuant .to subsection. (1) or
(2) under the general supervision and ‘inspection of the state department of public wel-.
fare pursuant to sections 46.16 and 46,17 as to adequacy of equipment and staff to treat,.
care: for' and: mamtam the physwal and mental needs of aged infirm persons.

49 172 Oounty 1nﬁrma,r1es, admlssmns, standelds. (1) The followmg ‘standards
shall apply to admissions to a eounty infirmary: .

(a) The primary standard shall be need of infirmary care, ‘rather than ability to pay
for such care, and no person shall be exeluded from an 1nﬁ1ma1y solely hecause of his
ablhty or 1nablhty to pay for his care.

*" (b) The person admitted must be an aged infirm individual, and it must be 1easonably
apparent that unless admitted he will be without eare adequate for his needs, !

(¢) Except as provided in par. (d), any person who has resided in this state for at
least one year, and who meets the other standards for: admission, is eligible for admission,
and no person shall be excluded solely on the ground that he has no legal settlement in
the county or connties which operate the infirmary. The time spent by any person in a
county infirmary either as a voluntary or a committed patient shall not be meluded as
time necessary to acquire or lose a legal settlement in any munlclpahty' ‘ i

(d) An applicant who has removed his residence to Wiseonsin from a state wlnch
requues that one who has removed his residence from Wisconsin to such- state, reside in:
the latter more than one year before being eligible for a similar tvpe of care, shall be
1equ11ed to reside in this state for a like period hefore beconung eligible for admission,

. (2) ' The board of trustees of a county infirmary (subject to regulations’ approved by
the county, board) shall establish rules and 1egulat1ons governing the admission and dls-
chalge of voluntary patients.

-(8): ' When it:appears to the satlsfactlon of the county court of the county in which an’
infirmary islocated; upon petition for commitment, that a person meets the standards set
forth in sub. (1), it may, after affording such person an opportunity to be heald in person
or by someone on his hehalf, commit him to a. county infirmary. The power to commit
includes persons who. enteled an infirmary voluntarily. The, court may also, on petltlon
and after a hearing, order the.discharge of any: patient, upon a showing that he is no
longel in need of infirmary care, or that he can he adequately cared for elsewhere,

- (4): The hoard of: trustees on receipt of an application for voluntary admission, or‘
the county court on the filing of a pet1t10n for commitment, shall appoint a person hcensed'
to practice medicine and surgery in this state to examine pe1sonally the applicant or, the
subject of the :petition and to.advise: the board or court whether such pe1son meets the
standard preseribed by sub. (1) (a).

: (B) The state department of: pubhc welfare ehall plescnbe and p1epa1e the f01ms;
to be used for the voluntary admission or commitment of patients. ‘

C(6)y The ‘county eourt in-the casé of a commitment, and the board of. tlustees in the
dage ‘'of a volutitary admission, shall pass on the economic: status of the patient at,.the:
time of’ corhmitment or admission, and’in all easeés in which' the patient has'legal settlement
it ariother tounty: shall- notlfy the eounty of legal settlement of the fact of sueh comnnt-‘
méit or admission.’ S : o CH

sl
T

+.49:173.. County infirmaries; cost of treatment care and mamtenance of pat1ents.

(1) Tn the first instance the county or counties operating an infirmary shall defray ‘the
actual per capitaicost of treatment, care and maintenance, . To the extent that a patlent
is a public charge, such county or eount1es shall be reimbursed for such expenchtules on
the. following basis:as: determined from anpual infirmary reports filed Wlﬂl the state de-
partment of public welfare under section 46.18 (8), (9) and (10):

'(a).By the state; 100 per cent of the actual cost for each patlent who has no Iegal
settlement in:this: state;. . ‘

-:(b) By the state, 50 per cent of such cost for evely othe1 pat1ent R

(¢) Tf a patient has a legal settlement in some other county of this state, 50 per. cent
of such:cost; by the county of hislegal settlement. The procedure for makmg such reim-
Jbursement shall be as provided by section 46.106. . .

(2) To the extent that a patient is not a public.charge, such cost shall be chalged and
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paid in advance for each calendar month, and payment may be enforced by the board of
trustees.

(3) The state department of public welfare may at any time examine any patient,
the cost of whose care is charged in whole or part to the state, to determine if he is still
in need of infirmary care. If the department determines such care is no longer needed,
the state’s lability for such cost ceases upon notice to the infirmary.

(4) Beginning with the fiscal year ending June 30, 1952, the records and accounts of
each county infirmary shall be audited annually. Such audits shall be made by the de-
partment of state audit as provided in section 15.22 (12) (d) and (e) as soon as prac-
ticable following the close of the infirmary’s fiscal year. In addition to other findings,.
such audits shall ascertain compliance with the mandatory wniform cost record-keeping
system requirements of section 46.18 (8), (9) and (10), and verify the actual per capita
cost of maintenance, care and treatment of patients. Any resulting adjustments to set-
tlements already made under sections 49.173 and 46.106 shall be carried into the next
such settlement.

49.174 Fees and expenses of proceedings. The fees of examining physicians, wit-
nesses and guardians ad litem and other expenses of proceedings under ss. 49.171 to
49,173 shall be governed by s. 51.07,

History: 1963 c. 6.

AID TO THE BLIND

49,18 Aid to the blind. (1) (a) Any needy person who is blind shall receive aid
from the county of his residence as provided in this section. The amount granted shall be
determined on the basis of need taking into consideration all income and resources as
well as ordinary and special expenses incidental to blindness, except that as permitted or
required for federal aid in making such determination of need, the first $85 per month of
earned income together with one-half of any earned income in excess of the first $85
shall be disregarded in determining sueh amount. Any amount of earned inecome so dis-
regarded in determining the amount of aid to the blind a recipient of such aid is eligible
for, shall not be taken into consideration in determining the need of any other individual
for aid to the blind, old-age assistance, aid to dependent children or aid to totally and
permanently disabled persons. Under a plan approved by the department a recipient
may during a period not in excess of 12 months accumulate additional amounts of other
income and resources for the purpose of achieving self-support through self-activity as
set out in the approved plan. The maximum aid per month shall not exceed $75.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term “aid to the blind” means money pay-
ments to, or medical care in behalf of or any type of remedial care recognized under this
section or s 49.40 in behalf of blind individuals who are needy, but does not include any
such payments to or care in behalf of any individual who is an inmate of a public insti-
tution (except as a patient in a medical institution) or any individual (a) who is 4 patient
in an institution for tubereulosis or mental diseases, or (b) who has beén diagnosed as hav-
ing tuberculosis or psychosis and is a patient in a medical institution as a result thereof,
except that the exelusion of money payments to needy individuals deseribed in elause (a)
or (b) shall, in the case of any such individuals who are not patients in a publie institution,
be effective July 1, 1952, Beginning July 1, 1953, no payment of aid to the blind shall be
made to any individual in a private or public institution unless a standard-setting aun-
thority has heen designated or established which shall be responsible for establishing and
maintaining standards for such institution. Such. individuals shall not he barred from,
receiving general aid under ss. 49.02 and 49.03. Aid to the blind shall also be granted to
blind ‘dependent persons residing voluntarily in county or city homes and the department
shall make claim for federal reimbursement therefor when federal funds are made availa-
ble for that purpose and pay the same to the county.

(¢) The department shall by rule establish a definition of blindness in terms of oph-
thalmic measurements, ' : o

(e) An applicant for aid to the blind shall not he eligible for such aid if his property

exceeds:

1. A homestead (regardless of value) which is used as a place of abode by such appli-
cant. .
9, A total of $500 in cash and liquid assets for emergency use; provided that such
$500 exemption shall not be subject to control by the county agency; and provided fur-
ther that withdrawal for other than emergency purposes from-such $500 emergency
fund shall be regarded as income. : o

3. Tangihle personal property of reasonable value in actual use ineluding, buf not in
limitation thereof, wearing apparel, household goods, personal belongings, stock-in-trade,
tools of a trade; and retailing, manufacturing or farming equipment.
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4. An insurance policy not in excess of $1,000 cash value, provided that such insurance
policy shall not be subject to control by the county agency.
- b, An insurance policy not in excess of $1,000 cash value, provided that if such re-
cipient of aid to the blind requests the county ageney to provide for payment of preminms
thereon he shall name the county agency as heneficiary of the policy, and in naming the
county agency as beneficiary shall provide that the beneficiary so named cannot be ehanged
nor such policy cashed without the written consent of said beneficiary. From the proceeds
of such policy, the county agency shall first make an allowance for the recipient’s funeral
expenses in an amount which, combined with other funds of the recipient, shall not exceed
$300. After payment of funeral expenses, the proceeds from the policy shall be retained
by the county agency named as beneficiary in payment of aid paid under this section fur-
nished by such agency or other county agencies (on a pro rata basis if insufficient to pay in
full) and any proceeds in excess of the amount needed to pay the elaim for aid to the
blind shall be disposed of as provided by the insured. Any net amount recovered pur-
suant to this subsection shall be paid to the United States, the state and its political sub-
divisions in the proportion in which they respectively contributed to such aid to the blind.
The county agency granting aid fo the blind to a person who has named the county agency
beneficiary of a life insurance policy under this subdivision shall provide for the payment
of the premiums on the policy, which premiums may be included in the grant of the ve-
cipient within the maximum limitations of par. (a) or paid directly to the insurance com-
pany without regard to the maximum limitations imposed by par. (a). For any payment
made-directly to the insurance company, the county agency shall bhe entitled to recover
and retain the amount of such premiums so paid hefore prorating with the United States
and the state as above provided.

6. Inecome or other resources in excess of the amount permitted under this paragraph
held pursuant to par. (a) for the purpose of a plan for achieving self-support.

(1a) On the death of a recipient of such aid, if the estate of the deceased is insuffi-
cient to defray the funeral and burial expenses, such reasonable amount not exceeding
$200 shall be paid for such expenses as the county ageney directs, exclusive of and in
addition to the actual cemetery charges which shall also be paid by the eounty responsible
for the burial of the recipient. .

(2) To. entitle an applicant to such aid:

(a) He must have resided in this state at the time he lost his sight, or for one year
preceding his application, An applicant who has vesided less than one year in Wisconsin
may be granted aid to the blind if the state from which he removed his residence to
Wisconsin grants such aid to any resident of Wisconsin who has moved to such stafe
and lived there less than one year; provided that aid to the blind may not be continued
to exceed one year to any recipient who removes his residence to another state;

" (b) He must not be in attendance at any state, county or municipally owned school for
the blind or deaf wherein instruction, room and hoard and other incidentals are furnished
free, except the summer school of the Wisconsin school for the visually handicapped;

(¢) He must not while receiving aid to the blind be publicly soliciting alms;

(d) He must not have relatives legally responsible for his support and able to support
him as provided in s. 52.01.

(4) All applicants for aid to the blind shall be examined by a physician skilled in
diseases of the eye who shall keep such records and render such reports as the depart-
ment, prescribes. . If it be a requirement for federal aid the applieant shall be given the
opportunity to select an optometrist to make the examination and such report as the
department preseribes. Reexamination shall also be made when necessary. A reasonable
fee. for each examination shall be established by the department. An applicant for a
peddler’s license shall pay for his own examination, not to exceed $2, and obtain a certifi-
cate showing whether he is blind.

(5) Any person believing himself to be eligible for aid to the blind under this section
shall be entitled to file a sworn application made by himself, his parent or his legal guard-
ian with the county agency of the county in which he resides, in such manner and form
and containing such information as the department may prescribe. ‘ v

(6) (a) The county agency shall promptly make such further investigation of the con-
ditionis and eircumstances of the applicant as may be necessary or as is vequired by the
riles' and regulations of the department. Hligibility and need shall be reinvestigated as
often as necessary and at least once each year. All investigations shall be reported in
writing and appropriately filed. Every applicant shall be promptly notified in writing of
the disposition made of his application. Aid to the blind shall be furnished with reasonable
‘promptness to any eligible individual. .

: (b). If the county ageney finds a person eligible for aid under this section, it shall on
a form to be preseribed by the state department of public welfare, dirveet the payment of
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‘such aid by order upon.the county clerk or county treasurer of the county, Payment of
aid shall be made monthly, except that the director of the ecounty agency, may, in his
discretion: for the purpose of protecting the publie, direct that the monthly allowanee be
pald in 2 or more instalments.. .-

il (e) The decision of the agency shall he ﬁnal unless a ploceedmO f01 1ev1eW by the
depaltment is taken wnder s. 49.50- (8) o1 (9).  The agency may, however, after affording
a fair opportunity to the recipient to be heaxd, 1evoke or modlfy any aid, as Wamanted
by ‘new information or altered eonditions. .

" (7) Any person receiving aid shall submit' to-'a 1eexam1nat10n ‘as to h1s blmdness
‘and furnish other information whenever requested so'to do by the county ageney.

(8) No aid to the blind shall be' payable under this section to amy person for ‘any
period’ with respect to which he i is réceiving aid to dependent children under seétion 49,19,
old-age assistance nnder seetions 49,20 to 49, 39 or aid to totally and pelmanently dls—
abled persons under section, 49,61, '

. (9). The county board.: shall annually levy a plopelty tax sufﬁaent to pay. the ald
p10v1ded by this section, taking into account the ayailable state and federal aid. -

i(10) The. county - treasurer and. county agency administrator of each county shall
monthly certify under ‘oath’ to the department in such manner as the department pre-
seribes, the claim- of thé county for state and federal reimbursenient under: this section,
and if the department .approves it, it shall:certify to the department of administration
for reimburseinent to the county 30 per cent of the approved amount ‘paid by the .county
for blind: aid pursnant to this section, plus federal -aid received for such expenditure plus
30 per cent of any amount paid to an ehglble recipient in excess of the' amount which: the
federal govelnment will take into aceount in making reimbursement-but-not in excess of
$75, as provided in'sub. (1).: The department shall certify to the department of adminis-
tration 100 per cent of the approved amount paid.by.each county to eligible persons
pursuant to sub. (11) oriin hehalf of such eligible persons as medical aid pursuant to,s.
49.40, which certified amount shall include any federal aid received. for such expenditures,
To faclhtate prompt reimbursement the certification of the department may he based upon
the eertified statements of the county officers, provided that any. necessary; andit adjust-
ments for any month of eurrent or prior fiscal years may be included in subsequent. cer-
tifications. If the total amount due all counties exceeds the sum appmpnated by s.20.670
(12) and (52), the appropriation shall be prorated by the department among the coun-
ties according to the amounts due them. To faeilitate prompt reimbursement, the celtlﬁca—
tion of the department may. be based upon the certified statements of the county ofﬁceIS,
provided that any necessary audit adjustments for any month of eurrent or, prior fiseal
years may be made and included in subsequent certifications. The department of admmls-
tration shall draw. its warrant forthwith for 1em1bu1sement to the 1espect1ve countles in
aceordance with the certification of the department., .

'(11)- Persons who are members of the Grand A1my Tome - for vetelans at. ng may
be granted: aid to the blind 1if they'are otherwise eligible for such aid pursuant to;this
chapter. The provisions of s. 45.37 (9) shall not apply to money payments of aid to the
blind paid to or in behalf of such members. ‘ :

‘History: 1961 c. 462, 524,543, 578; 1863 ¢. 170,. :* ... .. 1 . .. ; :_:;‘,

: ATD TO DEPENDENT: CHILDREN - i
, 49 19 Ald to dependent childven. ‘(1) (a) A “dependent chlld” as used in’ thls

‘section means a child under the age 'of 18, who has heen deprived of parental support ‘or
cdre by reason of the death, contmued absence from the home, or. ineapacity of 4’

4’ parent,
‘and ‘who is living with his fathel mothel, grandfather, g1andmothe1 brotheér, s1steII'J, step-
father, stepmother, stepbrother, stepsmtel unele, aunt, first eousins, nephews 01 nieges in 3
residence maintained by one or more such relatives as s or their owh home, of'living in’a
residence maintained by one:or more of such relatives as his or their own:hombs because
the ‘parents of said child have been found unfit to have its ‘cave ‘and custody; or:who'is
living in a foster home havmg a license under s.'48.62, when a license-is 1equ11ed under
such section and placed in such home by a county agency pursuant to chy 48, L

+(b): Any-individual wishing to make application:for aid:to- dependent’ ch11d1en ghall
have opportunity to.do:so.- Application:for aid.shall be made on forms: prescribed-by:the
‘department. -Any person having knowledge that any: child: is dependent upon the.publie
for. proper support or that the interest of the public requires that such child. be granted
aid-may bring the facts to the notwe of an agency admunstenng such ald inthe county 111
which the ¢hild' resides. | [+

(c) The term “aid to dependent chlldlen” means money payments W1th 1espect to 01'
medical care in behalf of or any type of remedial care recognized under subsi (1){to (9)
or 8.°49.40, or necessary burial expenses asdefined in sub. (5) in:behalf of,.d dependent
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child or dependent children, and includes money payments or medical care or any type
of remedial care 1'ecoomzed under said subsectmns for any month to meet the needs of
the relative with whom any dependent child is living if money payments have been made
under the state plan with respect to such child for snech month or payments made to
another individual not a relative enumerated under par. (a), pursuant to federal regu-
lations, when such individual has been appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction as a
legal representative of the dependent child or when such individual who may be a case-
worker has been’ designated by the county welfare department to receive payment of
the aid.

2) A plompt investigation of the circumstances of the child shall be made (Whlch;
shall include a visit to its home) before granting aid. A report wpon such investigation
shall be made in writing and become a part of the record in the case. Every applicant:
shall be promptly notified in writing of the disposition of his application. Aid shall be‘
furnished with reasonable promptness to any eligible individual.

(3) (a) After the investigation and report and a finding of eligibility, aid as deﬁned
in sub. (1) shall be granted by the county welfare department as the best interest of the
child requires. No such aid shall be furnigshed any person for any period during which:
he ig Teceivirig old-age assistance; aid to the blind or aid to fotally and permanently
disabled persons. :

(b) If the county agency finds a person eligible for aid under this section, such ageney.
shall 'on a form to be preseribed by the state department of public welfare, direct the
payment of such aid by order upon the county elerk or county treasurer of the county.
Payment of aid shall be made monthly, except that the director of the county agency may,
in his diseretion for the purpose of protecting the publie, direct that the monthly allow—
ance heé paid in 2 or more instalments. :

(4) The aid shall be granted only upon the following conditions:

(a) There must be a dependent child who is living with the person charged with its
care and custody and dependent upon the public for proper support and who is under
the age of 18 years. Aid may also be granted for minors other than to those specified’

(b) Each child to he eligible for aid shall have resided in the state for one year im-
mediately preceding the application for such aid or if born within one year immediately
preceding the application the parent or other relative as deséribed in sub. (1) (a) with
whom the ¢hild is living shall have resided in the state for one year immediately preceding
the birth of the child. Nofwithstanding the foregoing whenever anyone leaves the state’
and was at the time of his departure eligible for aid to dependent children on the basis of:
1'es1dence, such person upon 1etummg Wlﬂllll one year to thig state shall be ehgﬂ)le to
receive such aid. ]

‘(e)- The person having the care and custody of such dependent -child must be fit. and
proper to have the same. Aid shall not be denied by the county agency on the grounds
that a person is not fit and proper to have such care and custody until the ageney has’
obtained a ﬁnchng substantiating suech fact from a juvenile or other conrt of competent.
jurisdiction; but in appropriate cases it is deemed to be the responsibility of the county
agency to petition under ch. 48 or refer the case to a proper child protection ageney.,

(d) The period of aid must be likely to continue for at least 3 months except as here-,
inafter provided with respect to the wife of a hushand committed to the department
pursuant to s, 959.15. Aid may not be glanted to the mother or stepmother of a depend-
ent child unless such mother or stepmother is without a hushand, or is the wife of a
husband who is incapacitated for gainful work by mental or physwal disability, likely
to continue for at least 3 months in the opinion of a competent physician, or is the wife
of a hushand who hag been sentenced to a penal institution for a period of at least 3
months, or is the wife of a husband who has been committed to the department pursuant
to 5. 959.15 irrespective of the probable period of such commitment, or is the wife of &
husband who has continuously abandoned or failed to support her for at least 3 months,
if the hushand has been leoally charged with abandonment under s. 52.05 or with failure
to support under s. 52.055 or in proceedings commenced under s. 52.10 (1) to (31), or
if the mother; or stepmother has been divorced or legally separated from her hushand for
a penod of at least 3 months, datmg either from any temporary order under s, 247.23,
or in the absence thereof, then from the granting of the judgment in court, and unable
through use of the provisions of law to compel her former hushand to suppo1t the child
for whom aid is sought, or if proceedings have been instituted under s. 247.08 to compel
support and a determination has heen made by the court requiring the payment of &
certain sum’ which is. either insufficient to adequately meet the needs of the child or 1s
unenforceahle to the extent of adequately meeting the needs of the child.

{e) The ownership of a home and the lands used or operated i in eonnection therewith
or, in lieu thereof, a housetrailer, if such home or housetrailer is used as the persgon’s




49,19 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 930

abode, by a person having the care and custody of any dependent child shall not prevent
the granting of aid if the cost of maintenance of said home or housetrailer does not exceed.
the rental which the family would be obliged to pay for living guarters.

(f) Whenever better provisions, public or private, can be made for the care of such
dependent child, aid under this section shall cease. Prompt notice shall be given:-to the
appropriate law enforcement officials of the county of the furnishing of aid under this
section in respect of a child who has heen deserted or abandoned by a parent. ¥

(g) Aid shall be granted to a mother who is otherwise eligible under ‘this sectlon dur-
ing the period extending from 6 months before to 6 months after the birth of her. child,
p10v1dmg she has resided in the state for one year immediately preceding the birth of the
child or in the case of an unborn child for one year immediately preceding the applica-
tion, if her financial eireumstances are such as to deprive either the mother or child of’
proper care. Notwithstanding the foregoing a mother who has resided in this state . for
one year immediately preceding her. departure from this state and has returmed to this
state, within one year may be granted such aid if otherwise eligible, The aid allowed undet
this paragraph may be given in the form of supphes, nursing, medical or other assmtance
in lieu of money.

(6) The aid shall be sufficient to :enable the person having the eare and custody ofg
such children to care properly for them. The amount granted shall be determined by a
budget for the family. in which all income (except as provided by s. 49.18 (1) (a)) as
well as expenses shall be considered. Such family budget shall be based on a standard
budget, including the parents or other person who may be found eligible to receive aid
under this section. Medical and dental aid may be granted to a minor child, to the person
having his eare and custody, and. to the incapacitated father when he is in the home, as,
necessary. Not to exceed $200 shall be allowed to cover the funeral and burial expenses of
a dependent child or its parents, exclusive of and in addition to the actual cemetery
charges which shall also be paid by the county responsible for the burial of the recipient.
Aid pursuant to this section shall be the only form of public assistance granted to the
family for the benefit of such child; and no aid shall continue longer than one year without
reinvestigation, This subsection does not prohibit such public assistance as may legit-
1mate1v acerue divectly to persons other than the beneficiavies of this sectlon who may
reside in the same household. L :

(6) The county agency may require the mother to do. such 1emunerat1ve w01k as in
its judgment she can do without detriment to her health or the neglect of her children or
her home; and may preseribe the hours dullng which the mother may work outside of her
home.

(7) The eounty hoard shall annually applopnate a sum of money suﬂiclent to carry
out the provisions of this sectlon The eounty treasurer shall pay out the amounts 01dered
paid under this section.

(8) (a) The county treasurer and the connty' agency administrator shall eelhfy
monthly under oath to the department in such manner as the department preseribes, the
claim of the county for state and federal reimbursement for aid under this séetion, setting.
forth separately the amount paid in' eases for which no fedelal aid is 1ecove1able, and
the amount paid in all other cases.”

(b) If the department is satisfled that the amount claimed is correct and that the ald
allowed has been granted in compliance with the requirements of this section it shall eer-
tify to the department of administration one-third of the amount paid by the county plus
federal aid received.for sneh expenditures. If the total amount due to counties from the
gtaté under this section is more than the amount appropriated from state funds for aid
to dependent childven, the department shall prorate among the various counties according’
to the amounts due them. To facilitate prompt’ reimbursement the certification of the
department ‘may he based upon ‘the certified statements ‘of the eounty officers, provided
that any necessary audit adjustments for’ any month of ‘evrrent or prior years may be
ineluded in subsequent certifications.” The department of administration shall draw' its
warrant’ forthwith for reimbursement to the respective counties in ‘accordance ‘with' the
certification of the department. Fn déterniining the amount available for' distributioti'to
the' eounties, one- half of the annual applopnatlon f1om stite funds shall be allotted to
eaeh half year. =

(9) Tf the head of a famﬂy is & war veteran and is hosp1tahzed or indtitutionalized
because of disabilities in a county other than that of his residence ‘o1 settlement at time
of admission, aid shall be granted to the depéndent children of such veteran by the county
Wwherein the head of the family had his residende or séttlement at the time of admlssmn
50- long as he remains hospitalized or 1nst1tut1onahzed

(10) Aid 1u1de1 this section may also be granted to a nonr elatwe who cales for a child
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dependent upon the public for proper support in a foster home having a license under’s.
48.62, regardless of the cause or prospective period of dependency. The state shall reim-
burse any county for one-half of the amount of aid granted under this subsection except
that if the child does not have legal settlement in the granting county, state reimbursement
shall be at 100 per cent. The county agency shall determine the legal settlement of the
child; The county treasurer and the county agency administrator shall 'certify monthly in
the manner provided in sub. (8) to the department the elaim of the county for state re-
imbursement under this subsection, setting forth the entire amount granted by the county
under-this subsection. If the department is satisfied that the aid was granted under this
subsection it shall certify to the departnient of administration for payment to the county
one-half of such entire amouwrit from the appropriation for state aid made under s. 20.670
(11) and if there is federal reimbursement for such aid then such certification shall also
include for:payment to the county the amount allowed as federal aid to he paid out of
the appropriation made by s. 20.670 (51). A child under one year of age shall be eligible
for- aid under this subsection 1mespect1ve of any other residence 1equlren1ent for eligi-
bility within ‘this section.

History: 1961 c. 379, 462, 505, 576; 1963 c. 412, -

Children committed to the department of abuses of statute.: 51 Atty. Gen. 54,
public welfare as. dependent or neglected Discussion of eligibility status of de-
under 48,35 and placed by the department in ' pendent children when mother or step-
a -home of a relative of the children are eli- mother. changes marital status.. 51  Atty.
gible for aid under 49.19 provided all other Gen. 61.
conditions are met. 49 Atty. Gen. 18. A child is ellglble for aid under (1) (a)
. Discussion. of (4) (b) relative to aid.to if either natural parent is absent from the
dependent children., ‘Resided” as used in home, provided other statutory conditions
the statute is'not synonymous with' “domi-  are met. 51 Atty. Gen. 170. ’
cile’’ and one.year limitation is to prevent . : :

OLD-AGE ASSISTANCE

49,20 County old-age assistance. (1) For the more humane care of aged, depend-
ent persons a state system of old-age assistance is hereby established. Such system of
old-age assistance shall be administered in each county by the county agency, under. the
supervision of the state department of public welfare. The cost of old-age assistance
shall in the flrst instance be borne by the county, but the eounty shall be entitled to sbate.
and federal aid as provided in s. 49.38,

(2) The term ‘“old-age assistance” means, money payments to or medlcal care in be-
half of or any type of remedial care 1eeogn1zed under ss..49.20 to 49.38 or s.'49.40 in
behalf of needy individuals who are 65 years of age or older (or 60 years or older-in the
event, of the charge in the federal law as provided in s, 49.22 (1)) but does not include
any such payments or care in hehalf of any individual who is an inmate of a pubhc insti-
tution (except as a patient in a medical institution) or any individual (a) who.is a pa-
tlent in an institution for tuberculosis or mental diseases, or (b) who has heen diagnosed
as havmg tuberculosig or psychosis’ and is a patient in a medical institution as a resulb
thereof, except that the excluswn of money payments to needy individuals descnbed in
clause (a) or (b) shall, in the case of any such individuals who are not patients in a
pubhc institution, be effectlve July 1, 1952. Begn_mmg July 1, 1953, no payment of .old
age assistance shall be made to any m(hmdual in a private or pubhc institution unless a
standard-setting authouty has been designated or established which shall he responsible
for estabhshmg and malntammg standards for sueh institutions, Suech individuals. shall
not be barred from receiving general aid under ss, 49.02 and.49.03, Old-age assistance
shall also be granted to aged dependent persons residing voluntarily in county or city
homes and the department shall make claim for federal reimbursement therefor when
federal funds are made available for that purpose and pay the same to the county.

49,92 Persons eligible. (1) Any needy person .who comphes with the provisions
of’ ss. 49,20 to 49,38 shall be entitled to ﬁnancml assistance in old age. The amount granted
shall be deterniined by & hudget in which all income and resources, except as provided by’

5.49.18 (1) (a), as well as expenses shall be considered and the aid per month shall not
e\:ceed $75, the payment of the aid to be made monthly, except that the divector of the
dounty agency may, in his dlscletlon for the purpose of protecting the public, direet that
thée ‘'monthly " allowance be pald 111 2 or more mstalments Old-age assistance may be
glanted to a person only 1 1f

“{a) Heis déependent; o ‘

(b} He' has attained the age of 65 yeals Thls minimum age shall be reduced to 60
years whenever the federal government makes aid available o the states for old-age as-
sistance to persons between 60 and 65 years of age;

;(¢) He has resided in.the:state continuously during the year immediately preceding
the.date of, application or if he has left the state but returned before being ahsent for one
year and was:eligible on the basis of residence at the time he left the state. An applicant

s
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who has resided less than one year in Wiseonsin may be granted old-age assistance if
the state from which he removed his residence to Wisconsin grants assistance to any
resident of Wisconsin who has moved to such state and lived there less than one year;
provided that an applicant who has removed his residence to Wisconsin'from' a. state
which requires that an applicant who has removed his residence from Wisconsin to snch
state, reside in such state more than one year before he is eligible for old-age assistance
sistance or to avoid the provisions of ch, 49, Any transfer of property made after old-age
assistance in this state; and provided that old-age assistance may be continued when a
recipient removes his 1e31dence to another state until he satisfies the residence require-
ments for eligibility for old-age assistance in such state; :

( (15) He has no person 1espons1ble for his support and able to suppoﬂ: hlm as prov1ded
in s 52.01;
~ (e) He has not conveyed or tlansfeued any property in contemplation- of suchas-
sistance or to avoid the provisions of ch. 49, Any transfer of property made after old-age
assistance has been granted or within 2 years prior to application for assistance and with=
out an adequate and full consideration in money or money’s worth shall, unless shown to
the contrary, be presumed to have been made in contemplation of such assistance, or to
avoid the provisions of ch. 49. ‘

(2) A person shall be considered dependent within the meaning of this section even
though he or his spouse owns property if the property owned either by him or his spouse‘
is not in excess of the following:

(a) A home and the lands used or operated in econnection therew1th or, in lieu theleof
a house trailer, if such home or house trailer is used as the person’s abode Ownersh1p
of a life estate in a home by the dependent person or his spouse does not disqualify such
p]elson for old-age assistance even though the home is not used by him as his place of
a Jode

(b) Tanglble personal property of reasonable value and in actual use.

“1. $500 in liquid assets which may be retained by the recipient free of the control of
the county agenecy.

© 2. Any sum which a recipient of old-age assistance shall have on deposit with the county
treasurer for payment of his funeral expenses under s. 49.22 (2) (¢) 1, statutes of 1953,
shall be returned to the recipient.

(3) (a) Any person who applies for old-age agsistance after March 31, 1955 and
who owns an insurance policy with a cash value not to exceed $1,000 the preminms of
which have heen paid by some person other than the applicant may continue t6 own such
policy without restriction or control by the connty welfare agency provided the applicant
does not request payment of the premiums of the policy by the welfare agency. '

(h) Any person applying for or receiving old-age assistance who owns an insurance
policy with a eash value not to exceed $1,000 and requests the county welfare agency to
provide for payment of premiums the1eon shall name the county welfare agency as bene-
ficiary of the policy and in naming the county welfare agency as beneficiary shall provide
that the beneficiary so named ean not be ehanged nor such policy cashed without the writ-
ten econsent of said beneficiary. From the proceeds of such policy, the welfare department
shall first make an allowance for reeipient’s funeral expenses in an amount Which com-
bined with other funds of recipient shall not exeeed $300. After payment of funeral ex-
penses, the proceeds from the policy shall be retained by the county agency named as
beneficiary in payment of aid paid under ss. 49.20 to 49.40 furnished by such agency or
other county agencies (on a pro rata basis if insufficient to pay in full) and any proceeds
in excess of the amount needed to pay the claim for old-age assistance shall be (hsposed
of as provided by the insured.

(¢) The county agency giantmg old-age assistance to a person who has named the
county agency beneficiary of a life insurance policy under par. (b) shall provide for the
payment of the premiums on the poliey. Such premiums may be included in the grant of
the recipient within the maximum limitations of sub. (1) or paid directly to the insurance
company without regard to the maximum limitation imposed by sub. (1) and if -paid di-
rectly to the insurance company the county agency shall be entitled to deduet. and retain
as reimbursement for the amount so expended as premiums from the recovery made f1om
the policy before reporting the balance as a recovery under s, 49.25,

{d) Any ingurance policy heretofore assigned to county agencies by old-age asmstance‘
recipients under s. 49.22 (2) (c) 3, statutes of 1953, shall be reassigned to the old-age
assistance recipients. v )

History: 1961 c. 22, 462,

'49.235 Members of Grand Army Home. Persons WhO are members of the Grand
Army Home for Veterans at King may be granted old-age assistance if they are otherwise
eligible for such aid pursuant to the provisions of ch. 49. The provisions of s. 45.37 (9)
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shall not apply to money payments of old-age assistance paid to or in hehalf of such
members, :

49.25 Assistance recovered. On the death of a person who has received old-age
assistance, the total amount of such assistance paid (including aid paid under secticns
49.30 and 49.40 as old-age assistance) shall be a claim against his estate, but such claim
shall not take precedence over the allowances nnder section 313.15 or over any claim for
cave or maintenance. furnished by the state or its political subdivisions. The court may
disallow such claim or any part thereof if satisfied that such disallowance is necessary to
provide for the maintenance or support of a surviving spouse or minor or incapacitated
adult children, and thereupon the elaim shall be waived to the extent of the amount dis-
allowed and that amount assigned to such spouse or children for maintenanece or support.
The net amount recovered pursuant to this seelion or section 49.26 shall he paid to the
United States, the state and its political subdivisions, in the proportion in which they
respectively contributed to such old-age assistance. The county agency of the county
from which the deceased beneficiary received old-age assistance shall file the elaini herein
provided.

49.26 Transfer of property; liens on real property. (1) PERSONALTY AND FOREIGN
REALTY. If the county agency deems it necessary, it may require as a condition to a
grant of assistance that all .or any part of an applicant’s personal property (except that
mentioned in s. 49.22 (2) and real property not situated in Wisconsin be transferred to
the county agency: The property shall be managed by the county agency who shall pay the
net income to those entitled thereto. The county agency may sell, lease or transfer the
property, or defend or prosecute all actions concerning it, and pay all just elaims against
it, and do all other things necessary for the protection, pleservatmn and management of
the property.

(2) RErury or mxcess. If old-age assistance is discontinued during the hfe of the
beneficiary and the property thus transferred exceeds the total amount of assistance paid
(including medical expense paid as old-age assistance), the excess of such property shall
be returned to the heneficiary; and in the evént of his death such excess, less funeral ex-
penses paid as old-age assistance, shall he considerved the property of the beneficiary for
administration p1oceedmgs The county agency shall execute and deliver all necessary
mstruments to give effect to this subsection.

(3) DISTRICT ATTORNEY, DUTIES AND FEES, COLLECTIONS, PROBATE OF ESTATES., (a) The

distriet attorney shall take the necessary proceedings and represent the county in respect
to any matters under this sectlon Out of the amount collected on any claim for old-age
assistance, the county court in which the estate is probated may authorize the payment
of a collection fee of 10 per cent hut not in excess of $50 for the services of the distriet
attorney in estates where the district attorney does not act as the attorney for the admin-
istrator or executor unless collection is made from sources other than the estate which fee
ghall be paid into the county treasury, but any part-time district attorney- acting as the
attorney for the administrator of an estate in probate shall be entitled to receive and re-
tain any reasonable fee allowed to him hy the court as attorney for the administrator
gubject only to the limitation set out in s. 49.26 (5). The district attorney shall report
to the county board at its November meeting concerning collections made, fees allowed
and estates pending. The county hoard may authorize the district attorney to act-for the
county generally to collect old-age assistance liens and claims for hospitalization, insti-
tutional eare and general poor 1ehef It may authorize him to compromise the payment
of such claim, with the approval of such judge, officer or ageney or of such committee of
the county board as the board designates, hut such compromise shall be made only when
the collection of the full amount wounld produce undue haldslnp upon the debtor or the
debt is uncollectible.
. .(b). If no qualified person shall apply for administration of the estate of a bene-
ﬁclaw of old-age assistance within 60 days after death, the county agency shall so apply.
Any fee allowed a full-time or part-time employe of the county welfare department as
administrator of such estate shall be paid by him into the county treasury to be credited
to. the agency’s appropriation as a reduction in cost. .The agency. shall report to. the
county board at the November meeting concerning colleetlons S0 made, fees allowed em-
ployes and pending probate proceedings.

(¢) "After probate or administration proceedings have heen initiated and notice to
creditors is given, as requived by s..313.03, and it appears from the inventory filed in
said estate that the county claim for old—age assistance exceeds the value of estate assets,
after dedueting such expenses as provided in sub. (5) (b) and (e), the court may order
summary closing’ proceedings under s. 311.05 and assign the real estate, if any, to. the
county agency which has the claim against the estate,
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'(4) CERTIFICATE OF LIEN, FTiNG. All old-age assistance paid to any beneficiary (in-
cluding aid paid under sections 49.30 and 49.40 as old-age assistance) constitutes a lien
ag hereafter provided and remains a lien until satisfied. When old-age assistance is
granted, the name and residence of the beneficiary, the amount of assistance granted, the
date when granted, the name of the county, and such other information as the department
requires, shall be entered on a certificate, the form of which shall be preseribed by the
department, The county agency shall file such certificate, or a copy thereof, in the office
of the register of deeds of every county in which real property of the beneﬁcmry is situated.

(56) LIEN, COVERAGE, EXCEPTIONS; JOINT TENANCY. (a) Upon such filing the lien
herein .imposed attaches to all real property of the beneficiary including a house trailer
used as an.abode presently owned or subsequently acquired (including joint tenaney and
homestead interests) in any county in which such certificate is filed for any amount paid
or thereafter paid under ss. 49.20 to 49.38 and 49.40, and remain such lien until satisfied.
Such lien, shall not sever a joint tenancy nor affect the right of survivorship except that
the lien shall be enforceable to the extent that the beneficiary had an interest prior fo his
decease. The county court may order sale of such realty free and clear of the lien and the
Hen shall attach to the net proceeds of such sale after taxes, prior encumbrances and the
costs of the sale have been :deducted.

(b) Such lien shall take priority over any lien or conveyance subsequently aequired,
made or recorded except tax liens and. exeept that the amounts allowed by court in the
estate of any deceased beneficiary and remaining unpaid after all funds and personal prop-
erty in the estate have been:applied according to law, for administration, cost of termi-
nating joint tenancies, or cost of proceedings to estabhsh descent of real estate or to
establish- heirship, and for hospitalization, nursing and professional medical care fur-
nished sueh deeedent during his last sickness, not to exceed $400 in the aggregate, shall be
charges against all real property of such deceased upon which an old-age assistance lien
has attached; and which in such order shall be paid and satisfied prior to such lien out of
the proceeds derived from such real property upon liguidation of such old-age assistance
lien, The eertificate need not be recorded at length by the register of deeds, but upon the
filing thereof all persons are hereby charged with notice of the lien and of the rights of
the county.

(¢) The. amount allowed by the court in any such estate for funeral expenses not to
exceed $300 shall he a charge against all real property of such deceased upon which an
old-age assistance lien has attached and shall be paid and satisfled before such lien out of
the proceeds derived from such real property upon liquidation of such lien.

(d) When the proceeds from such property are insufficient to pay the amounts
allowed under par. (b) and the amount of the funeral expenses allowed under par. (c),
such amounts shall be reduced ploportlonatelv For the purposes of such reductions the
amounts allowed under par. (b) shall be considered in the aggregate.

. (bm) SALE BY BENEFICIARY; EXPENSES OF SALE. Where the agency is satisfied that
the sale of property other than the homestead, subject to: the county’s. lien, is necessary
and to the interest of the county, it may pelnnt the beneficiary to sell the plope1ty pur-
suant to: a:duly’ executed contract approved by the agency, between the beneﬁelaly and
a.broker; and from the proceeds of any sale thereunder, the broker’s. eommission and
attmneys fees in connection with the sale, and any taxes, shall be pald pnor to the
application of any proceeds on the county’s lien.

(6) REGISTER OF DEEDS, INDEX; FEES. ~ The register of deeds shall keep a separate bock,
‘properly indexed, in which shall be entered an abstract of every certificate so filed which
shall show- the time of filing, the name and residence of the heneficiary, the date of the
certificate, the name of the grantor county, and a record of releases and satisfactions. No
fee shall be charged for filing such: certificate, release or satisfaction or the entry of the
abstract thereof ezcept in counties wherein the register of deeds is compensated otherwise
than by salary, and in such counties a fee of 25 cents shall be paid to the register of deeds
by the county filing the certificate, release or satisfaction.

'(7) LiENS, ENTORCEMENT. Stch liens shall be enforceable by the county ﬁhng the
certificate after transfer of title of the real property by eonveyance, sale, suceession, in-
“Heritance ‘or will, in ‘thé manner provided for the enforcement of mechanics’ liens upon
réal property; provided, however, that in any action to foreclose such a len the statite
of limitations shall not he pleaded in defense. No such lien and no c¢laim under section
*49.25 ‘shall ‘be enforced against-the homestead of the beneficiary while it is oceupied by a
(su1v1v1ng spouse or by any su1v1v1ng minor chlldlen, or any ineapacitated adult children
of the beneficiary: -

Ch(T7a) NonprIORITY OF LikN, The old-age assistance len shall not take precedence over
any claini for care or maintenance fmnlshed by the state or its political subdwmmns, but
all such public claims when allowed by the court shall share pro rata.
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(8) Limns, RELEASE. When the county agency of the lienor county is satisfied that
collection of the amount paid as old-age ass1stance will not thereby be jeopardized or that
the release of the lien in whole or in part is necessary to provide for the maintenance of
the beneficiary, his spouse, or minor children, or incapacitated adult child, it may release
the lien as to all or any part of the real property of the beneficiary (including a house
trailer as in sub. (5)), which release shall be filed in the office of the register of deeds of
the county in which the certificate is filed. 'The beneficiary, his heivs, personal representa-
tives or assigns may discharge such Lien at any time by paying the amount thereof to the
treasurer of the proper county who, with the approval of the county ageney, shall exe-
cute a satisfaction which ghall be filed with the register of deeds.

(9) Liexs, LIQUIDATION. The county. board may authorvize any county agency or
offieial to bid in property at foreclosure under this section at a.price not to exceed the
amount of the elaim for assistance, which claim or any part thereof may be applied as
a credit on such a bid, or such ageney or official may aceept a conveyance in lieu of
foreclosure. Title to plopelty acquired under this seetion vests in such agency for the
purpose of liquidation, and may be sold and title transferred by it without regard to
8. 59.07 (1) (c). In the event the county acquires such property, payment as provided by
s. 49.25 shall not be made until the property is sold and payment thereon shall be based
on the sale price.

(10) LiENS, TAXES, REPAIRS, LAND CONTRACTS. The eounty agency W1th the eonsent of
the county board may from its appropriation for old-age assistance make and pay for
necessary and essential repairs, pay taxes or purchase tax certificates or pay balances
due on land contracts so as to enable a recipient of old-age assistance to receive a deed,
or pay and cause to he satisfied existing mortgages or any other prior liens on property
on which the county has an old-age assistance lien, or procure insurance against loss by
fire or wind on the buﬂdmgs on ploperty on which the county has an old-age assistance
lien, or pay fees to appraisers, court fees, and similar fees arising in relation to' enforeing
and collecting old-age assistance liens on property, and such expenditures shall be -de-
ducted and returned to the appropriation as a priorvity in determining the net amount
recovered to be shared by the federal, state and county governments under s..49:25.

(11) CHECRS NOT CASHED BEFORE DEATH; SPECIAL ADMINISTRATION., (a) When 'a
person receiving such assistance shall die not having cashed his old-age assistance checks
issued immediately prior to death, the director or employe of the county agency shall have
authority to do so upon being appointed special administrator for the sole purpose-to
disburse the proceeds of such checks without bond as herein provided upon order of ‘the
county court of his county.” Such money shall be used to pay for expenses inewred by
such old-age recipient for his room, board, lodging, care, medieal service, nursing home
care, hospitalization or necessities during the period for which such checks were issued.
All persons having such claims shall file same, upon the usual elaim form, with such county
court within 2 months of the date of the order for the hereinafter provided notice of the
date or forfeit any claim to the proceeds of such checks. Such notice shall contain ‘the
name of the recipient as shown on such old-age assistanee checks, and require all persons
having such elaims to file same within 2 months of the date of the order therefor. Such
notice may be published once in some newspaper published or cireulated in"such county
or he posted in 2 public places in such county as the court shall direct, within 15 lays:of
the date of such order. From the proceeds of such checks the cost of such publication, if
any, shall first be paid; next there shall be paid any filing fee required under s. 253.34
(1); if the remainder is not sufficient to pay all of the above enumerated claims. then
nursing home care shall next be paid and the halance prorated among the other claimants.
Any such unpaid claimant shall have the right otherwise provided by law to file a claim
for any nnpaid halance against the estate of sueh deceased person.: The unelaimed portion
of ‘the proceeds of such checks shall be'refunded to such county, except that where there
is probate, general or special administration proceedings pending -then such balance shall
be paid to the administrator or executor. Such notice shall be in substantially the follow-
mg form: SR : C : '

STATE OF WISCONSIN
County Court: .... County.

Al persons havmg claims’ f01 1oom, boald lodging, ca1e, mechcal serviee, nursing home
care, hogpitalization, or necessities fmmsLed to.... ..., , an old-age assistance recipient
of ... county, which were incurred from and after .... shall be presented to said court,
at the court house, in the city of . ..., in said county, on or hefore the .... day of: ...y
A.D. 19.., or be forever barred from making any claim to the proceeds of certainold-
age assigtance checks of said deceased, : :
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All said claims will be heard and adjusted by said court, at said court house, on the
first Tuesday of ...., A.D.19..
Dated ...., 19... ‘ ‘ By the court:

(b) If such special administrator is not satisfied with the justness of any such claim
he:may object thereto and the matter shall be heard before the court wpon proper notice.,
No money shall be disbursed herennder without court order. If any such recipient was
under gunardianship such guardian as such shall have the authority to disburse the pro-
ceeds of such checks as provided in paragraph (a). If probate, or administration (whether
general or special) shall be granted of such recipient’s will or estate, the proceeds of such
checks shall be dishursed by such administrator or executor upon the above claims pur-
snant to general probate or administration practice except that in the case of special ad-
ministration the notice provided for in paragraph (a) shall be given.

(e) In the event that probate, general or special administration is granted prior to
the time of the dishursement of the proceeds of such checks then the special administrator
appointed under paragraph (a) shall, upon order of the county court, pay the amount
of such pension checks unpaid, less the cost of publication, to sueh personal represen-
tative of such deceased person. ‘

History: 1961 ¢, 566, 622; 1963 c. 114. .

. When realty subject to old-age assist- been exhausted. Funeral expenses may not
ance lien under (5) is sold in administration be allowed in excess of $300 where .any debts
proceedings, proceeds may not be used for of the estate are paid from such proceeds.
payment of administration and funeral ex- 49 Atty. Gen. 115.
penses until all personalty of decedent has

49.27 Application for assistance; continued eligibility; county liability. (1) An
applicant for old-age assistance shall file a sworn application in writing made by himself
or his legal gnardian with the eounty in which he resides, in such manner and form as shall
be prescribed by the department. Any individual wishing to make application for old-
age assistance shall have opportunity to do so. Every applicant shall be promptly notified
in writing of the disposition made of his application. - Old-age assistance shall be furnished
with reasonable promptness to any eligible individual.

(2) If a person eligible for or receiving old-age assistance, aid to the totally and
permanently disabled or aid to the blind goes to another county to reside in a private
tax-exempt, charitable, benevolent or fraternal institution or home for the aged, or a
county home, or a municipal home, or a private nursing or convalescent home, and con-
tinues to be eligible for old-age assistance, aid to the totally and permanently disabled or
aid to the blind as defined in this chapter while therein residing, he shall receive such as-
sistence, mcludmg care given under s; 49.40, from the county from which he moved,
or continue to receive his assistance from the county paying the same at the time he moved
respectively, unless he has a legal settlement under 5. 49.10 in the connty in which the in-
stitution or home is located, in which case such county shall make payment of such as-
sistance as he is eligible to receive. As used herein a private nursing or convalescent home
means a place not publie, admitting 3 or more unrelated persons for indefinite residence
for the purpose of furnishing them hoard, room, laundry and care because of prolonged
illness or defect or during recovery from injury or disease, including the procedures com-
monly employed in waiting on the sick, such as administration of medicines, preparation
of diets, bedside care, application of d hessmgs and bandages and treatments prescribed
by a physician. L

(3) If a person eligible for or receiving old-age assistance, aid to totally and perma-
nently disabled or aid to the blind who resides in any of the faeilities enumerated in sub.
(2) goes to another county to reside and within the period of 6 months thereafter takes
vesidence in any of said facilities and continues to be eligible for old-age assistance, aid
to totally and permanently disabled or aid to the blind as defined in this chapter while
theréin residing, he shall receive such assistance, including eare given under s. 40.40, from
the county from which he moved, or continue to receive his assistance from the county
paying the same at the time he moved respectively, unless he has a legal settlement under
s. 49.10 in a eounty in which the famhtv is located in which ease such county shall make
payment of such assistance as he is eligible to receive.

Discussion of 49.61 and 49.27 (2) and (3) disabled person when 1e01p1ent moves from
relative to county responsible for aid to one county to another., 51 Attv Gen. 186

49, 28 Investigation. EVEIy application shall be promptly mvestlgated G1ants
shall be 1e1nvest1gated as often as necessary and at least once each year. All mvestlgatlonq
shall be reported in writing and appropriately filed..

49,29 Certificate, conditions, revocation, recovery of excess. (1) A certiﬁeate shall
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be issued to each applicant when old-age assistance is allowed stating the date upon which
payments shall commence and the amount allowed for each month.

(2) Each beneficiary shall file such reports as the department may require, If it
appears at any time that the beneficiary’s eireumstances have changed his certificate may
be modified or revoked., Any sum paid in excess of the amount due shall be returned to
the county and may be recovered as a debt due the county.

History: 1961 c. 462,

49,30° Funeral expenses. On the death of a beneficiary, if the estate of the
deceased is insufficient to defray the funeral and burial expenses, such reasonable funeral
and burial expenses shall be paid to such persons as the county agency directs; provided,
that these expenses do not exceed $200, exclusive of and in addition to the actual ceme-
tery charges which shall also be paid by the county responsible for the burial of the
recipient.

49,33 Special inquiry, If there is a reason to helieve that a certificate has been
improperly obtained a special inguiry shall be made, and payment may be suspended
pending the inquiry. If on inquiry it appears that the certificate was improperly ob-
tained; it shall be canceled; but if it appears that it was properly obtalned the suspended
lnstalments shall he paid.

49,34 Frauds punished. Any person who by means of a wilfully false statement,
representation, impersonation or other fraudulent device, obtains, or attempts to obtain,
or aids or abets any person to obtain a certificate to which he is not entitled, a larger
allowance than that to which he is justly entitled, payment of any forfeited instalment
grant, or aids or abets in buying or in any way disposing of the property of a beneficiary
without the consent of the county agency, shall be fined not more than $500, or imprisoned
not more than one year, or be punished by both such fine and imprisonment. .

49.35 General penalty. (1) Any person who violates any provision of ss. 49.22 to
49.38, for which no penalty is specifically provided, shall be subject to a fine not exceed-
ing $5OO or to imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both.

(2) When a beneficiary is convicted under this section his certificate may be caneeled

49,36 Effect of conviction of offense, If a heneficiary is convicted of any offense,
punishable by imprisonment for one month or longer, payments shall not be made during
the period of imprisonment.

49,37 County appropriation, d1sbursement of funds, reimbursement of county, (1)
The eounty hoard shall annually appropriate a sum of money sufficient to carry out the
provisions of ss. 49.20.to 49.38, taking info account the money expected to he received
during the ensuing year as state and federal aid. Upon the orders of the county agency,
the county treasurer shall pay out the amounts ordered to he paid as old-age assistance.

(2) The county hoard may cause each municipality to reimburse the county. for all
damounts paid in old-age assistance to persons having a settlement therein, less the amounts
received by the county from the state and federal governments pursuant to section 49.38.
If the county board has taken such action the county clerk shall make a report to the
hoard at its annual November meeting showing in detail the amounts which are charge-
able to each municipality, and the board at such meeting shall determine the amount to
be raised and paid by each municipality to reimburse the county.

(3) The county clerk shall charge the amount so determined to such mumclpahty and
shall certify the same to the mumicipal clerk. Fach municipality shall annually levy a
tax sufficient to meet such charges, and shall pay to the county the amount so eertiﬁed.
Such tax shall be a county special tax for tax settlement purposes but the municipality
shall pay to the county on or before March 22 in each year the percentage of such tax
actually collected, which percentage shall be determined by applying the ratio of collec-
tion of its entire tax roll excepting special assessments and taxes levied pursuant fo
section 59.96 to the amount of such county special tax.

49,38 Btate aid; reimbursement to county. (1) The county treasurer and county
agency administrator shall monthly eertify under oath, to the department, in such man-
ner as the department preseribes, the claim of the county for state and federal reimburse-
ment of aid paid under ss. 49.20 to 49.38. If the department is satisfied thaf the amount
elaimed has actually been expended in accordance with ss. 49.20 to 49.38, it shall certify
to the department of administration 30 per cent of the approved amount paid by each
county plus federal aid received for such expenditures plus 30 per cent of any amount
paid to an eligible recipient in excess of the amount which the federal government -will
take into account in making reimbursement but not in excess of $75, as provided in s.
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49.22; provided that the department shall certify to the department of administration
100 per cent of the approved amount paid by each county to eligible persons pursuant to
s. 49.235 or in behalf of such eligible persons as medieal aid pursuant to s. 49.40, which
certified amount shall inelude any federal aid received for such expenditures. To faeili-
tate prompt reiinbursement the certification of the department may be based upon the
certified statements of the county officers, provided that any necessary audit adjustments
for any month of current or prior fiscal years may be included in subsequent certifications.

'1(2) The department of administration shall forthwith draw its warrant for reim-
bursement to the counties in accordance with the certification of the department. If the
total amount payable to all counties exeeeds the amount available under the appropria-
tions. thade in s. 20.670 (13), the department shall prorate the amount available among
the counties according to the amount paid out by each. Whenever the department pro-
rates the amount available to the various counties, the counties in the next following
month may prorate to the recipients of old-age assistance such proportion of the amount
allowed as the amount paid by the state hears to the full amount due from the state.

... (3). Whenever the amount certified by the county treasurer and county agency admin-
istr,a‘tor under s. 49.38 (1) shall inclnde old-age assistance under ss. 49.20 to 49.38 and
49.40 furnished to a person who would otherwise he eligible for relief under s. 49.045
[Stats. 1955] the department shall include in the certification under s. 49.38 (1) to the
department of administration 100 per cent of sueh approved amount paid by the county
which amount shall include any federal aid received for such expenditures.

»49.39 - State aid to counties. "Any county which is financially unable to fully per-
form its duties under ss: 49.18 to 49.38 and 49.61 after having received payments under
gs. 20.670 (21) and 49.395 may make application to the department for finaneial assist-
ance to enable it to perform such duties. Before making a determination upon the appli-
cation, the department shall hold hearings, investigate and obtain or receive proof as to
total indebtedness, and tax levy limitations, eash on hand, anticipated revenues from all
sourees, reasonableness of amounts of its expenditures and necessity therefor, tax delin-
guencies, reasonablencss of valuation for taxation purposes and such other factms not
enumerated which are probative on the applicant’s finanecial condition. If the department
is satisfied that the applicant’s financial condition is such thaf it eannot provide money
for such forms of public assistance, the department shall certify to the department of
administration for payment to the applicant out of the appropriations  provided by
s, 20.670 (18) an amount which will, together with money that the applicant ean provide,
be sufficient to enable the apphcant to properly perform its duties. No such payment
shall be made unless the department’s certification is approved by the board on govern-
ment operations. The department shall fix the time and place of hearing, issue subpoenas,
take testimony and make reasonable rules and regulations which are necessary to enable
it to effectively perform its duties under this section.

49,395 Additional aid to certain counties, Where the required total mill levy in
any county for costs of old-age assistancé including payments under s, 49.40 made in be-
half of such recipients exceeds the average mill levy (the mill levy for all counties being
based on the total valuation of personal and real property in such counties as determined
by the department of taxation pursuant to s. 70.57) for such welfare purposes in all
counties in the state by 50 per cent or more but is insufficient to pay the eounty’s share
of the cost thereof, the state shall bear 60 per cent of such costs in that county which are
in excess of the amount which would be produced by a levy in the county of one and one-
half times the average state mill levy for such welfare purposes. The department shall
certify to the department of administration for payment to the counties out of the ap-
propriations provided by s. 20.670 (21) such amounts as they shall be entitled to receive
under the terms of this section: The department may so certify on an estimated basis
subject to audit and adjustment at the end of each year.

49.40 Medical care. (1) The county agency administering: aid to the blind, aid to
dependent children, old-age assistance and aid to totally and permanently dlsabled per-
sons ‘may prov1de for medical cave needed by recipients of such aids. A person shall be
considered a recipient if at the time such care is authorized aid to the blind, aid to de-
pendent children, old-age assistance or aid to totally and permanently dlsabled persons
is' being granted to him, The provisions of s. 49.11 shall not apply to this section. Medical
care shall, as necessary, he authorized by such county agency and allowed within money
payments to the recipient under ss. 49.18 (1) (a 49.19 (5), 49.22 and 49.61 (6) (a) or

aid by the county agency in addition to or in heu of such money payments; provided
that the method of payment for any medieal service either by money payment or vendor
payment shall be determined by the department for the purpose of obtaining maximum




939 PUBLIC: ASSISTANCE 49,60

federal participation, Medieal care provided under this section includes hospitalization,
home care when preseribed by a physician and nursing home care; physicians’, dentists’,
podiatrists’;, and nurses’ services; drugs, medical supplies and equipment; plosthetle
apphances and other medical service as each is prescribed by a physician; optometrical
services; transportation to obtain medical care; and prepayment of medical care. .

(2) Upon forms preseribed by the depaltment claims. by counties for reimbursement
for vendor medical payments made: in behalf of recipients shall be made at the same time
and in the same manner as other claims for aid. to the blind, aid to dependent children,
old-age assistance and aid to the totally.and permanently disabled and if approved. by
the department 50 per cent as to old-age assistance recipients and 35 per. cent as:to recipi-
ents of aid to the blind, aid to dependent, children and aid to the totally and permanently
disabled, of such expendltules after deduction of any federal aid that may be receiyed for
such enpendltules shall be certified by the department to the department of administra-
tion as reimbursement to the counties. Any federal aid that may be received. for such
expenditures shall he certified by the department to the department of administration
as reimbursement to the counties, To facilitate prompt reimbursement. the ce1t1ﬁcat10n
of the department may be hased upon the certified statements of the county officers, pro-
vided that any necessary audit adjustments for any month of eurrent or p1101 years may

be included in subsequent certifications.
History: 1961 ¢, 410.

49.41 Assistance grants exempt from levy. All glants of old- age ass1stance, a1d to
dependent children, aid to.the blind, and aid to totally and permanently disabled. per:
sons shall be exempt from every tax, and from exeeution, galmshment attachment and

every. other process and shall be inalienable, o S O SR T

i STUDENT LOANS

49.42 Loans to students. (1) The leglslatme finds that: loans to needy students
are for a public purpose in that the development of human resources is vital to a healthy
state economy and that qualified vesidents of the state who are unable to continue: their
education may hecome additions to the number of unemployed. - From the. appropriation
provided by s. 20,670 (47), the department shall make loans to qualified residents of the
state who have good academic records to that point, are in financial need and. possess
qualities of leadership, and are desirous of attending or cuuently are attending the ymi-
versity, the state colleges, or other educational institutions in this state of like rank, ahove
the high school, eounty teacherg’ colleges and full-time post high sehool, vocatlonal ‘and
technical programs in schools of vocational, technical and adult educatlon

(2) Such loans shall be made to students who would othe1\v1se be unable to eontmue
their education.

(3) Loans shall be made on the student’s appheatlon mdmsed by the plqnclpal of the
high school from which the student will or has received his diploma or by:the authorities
of the institution which the applicant desives to attend or is attending.  The termg: of the
loans shall be prescribed by the department, which may adopt and enfome all necessary
rules to carry out this section.

" -(4) Loans may be made to minors; and minority shall not be a defense to the collec-
tion of the debt.

History: 1961 ¢, 506; 1963 c. 53.

1

ADMINISTRATION ‘or SECURITY AIDS

49,50 State supervision, (2) RULES AND. REGULATIONS, MERIT SYSTEM, The -de-
partment. shall adopt rules and regulations, not in conflict with. law, 'for the'efficient
administration of aid to the blind, old-age. assistance, aid to:deperdent ‘childven and: aid
to totally and permanently disabled persons, in agreement with the requirement ‘for: fed-
eral aid, 1nelud1ng the establishment and maintenance of personnel standards on a ‘merit
basis. . The provisions of ‘this section relating to personnel standards on ‘a merit: basis
supersede any inconsistent provisions of any law relating to county: personnel ; ‘provided
that 'the provisions of this subsection shall not be constlued to 1nvahdate the prov1smns
of s, 46.22 (6).

(3) PERSONNEL BEXAMINATIONS. State-wide exammatlons to ascertain quahﬁcatlons
of applicants in any county department administering old-age assistance, aid to-depend-
ent children, aid to the blind or aid to totally and permanently disabled persons shall he
given by the state bureau of personnel. The bureau shall be reimbursed for actual ex-
penditures incurred in the performance of its functions under this section from the ap-
propriations available to the department for administrative expendltures '

(4) PersonxBL LISTS.: All persons who are qualified as a result of exammatmns
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shall be certified to the counties in which they reside at the time of examination; if there
are no resident qualified persons for any class of positions on the list certified to the
county, appointments shall be made from available lists without regard to residence within
the county.

(6) CounTY PERSONNEL SYSTEMS. In countles having a civil service system, the de-
partment may delegate to the eivil service agency in such county responsibility for de-
termining qualifications of applicants by merit examination, provided the standards of
qualifications and examinations have been approved by the department and the depart-
ment of administration. The personnel in such counties shall be exempt from such re-
examination provided such personnel has qualified for present positions by examinations
conducted pursuant to standards aceeptable to the department.

(6) DEPARTMENT TO ADVISE COUNTIES. The department shall advise all county officers
charged with the admlmshatwn of such laws of these requirements and shall render all
possiblé assistance’in securing compliance therewith, including the preparvation of neces-
sary blanks and reports. The department shall also pubhsh such information as it deems
advisable to acquaint persons entitled to public asmstance and' the public generally with
the laws governing the same.

(8) FAIR HEARING AND REVIEW. Any person whose application for aid to the blind,
old-age ass1stance, aid to dependent children and aid to totally and permanently dlsabled
persons is not acted upon by the eounty ageney with reasonable promptness after the
filing of the application, or is denied in whole or in part, or whose award is modified or
canceled, or who believes his award to be insufficient, may' petition the department for
a Teview of such action. The department shall, upon receipt of such petition, give the
applicant or recipient reasonable notice and opportunity for a fair hearing. The depart-
ment may make such additional investigation as it deems neeessary. Notice of the hearing
shall be given to the applicant and to the eounty clerk; and the county shall be entitled
to be represented at such hearing. The department shall 1e11de1 its decision as soon as pos-
sible after the hearing and shall send a certified copy of its decision to the applicant, the
county elerk and the county officer charged with administration of such assistance. The
decision of the department shall have the same effect as an order of the county officer
charged with the administration of sueh form of assistance. Such decision shall he final,
but may be revoked or modified as altered conditions may require, Whenever any mu-
nicipality or county receives a nonresident notice pursunant to s. 49.11 and there is reason-
able basis for belief that the recipient of such relief may be eligible for assistance under
s. 49.18, 49.19, 49.20 to 49.40 or 49.61, such municipality or county may after 60. days
request the oounty department of pubhc welfare of the county wherein the recipient of
relief is residing to investigate the possible eligibility of such velief recipient for assistance
under one of said sections and if the latter eounty refuses to grant such assistance, the
municipality or county wherein liability for paying the relief ultimately rests may petition
the department for a hearing hereunder to determine eligibility of the relief recipient
for such assistance. Copies of the petition shall he sent to the county wherein the de-
pendent person may be residing or receiving relief by the county or munmicipality Hable
for ultimately paying said velief. The aforesaid procedure or any subsequent decision
of the department shall not bar recovery of any claim under s. 49.11 to the date of. the
final decision,

(9) HEARING TO INSURE PROPER ADMINISTRATION. The department may at any tlme
terminate payment of state or federal aid on any grant of old-age assistance, aid to de-
pendent children, aid to the blind or aid to totally and pormanently disabled persons
which may have been improperly allowed or which is no longer warranted due to altered
conditions. Such action shall he taken only after thorough investigation and after fair
notice and hearing. . Such notice shall he given to the reeipient of the assistance, the
county ‘clerk, and the county officer charged with the administration of such assistance,
and their statements may he presented either orally or in writing, or by counsel. Any
decision of the department terminating the payment of state and federal aid shall be
trangmitted to the county treasurer, and-after receipt of such notice he shall not include
any payments thereafter made in such case in the certified statement of the eXpenchtules
of the county for which state or federal aid is claimed. : .

History: 1961 c. 460.

49.51  County administration. (2) CoUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF PUBLIC WELFARE: ( a)
Administration in counties having a populafzon of 500,000 and others. In counties
having a population of 500,000 or more or in counhes electmg to be under s. 46.21, the
administration of welfare services shall he vested in a department .of pubhe welfale
under the jurisdiction of the county hoard of public welfare as plomde& in s. 46.21 and
“in"conformity with s. 49.50. The director of ‘county institutions and departments shall
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appoint a' director of public welfare and such director of public welfare shall appoint
hig assistants, provided that the director of public welfare acting on July 13, 1951, shall
continue as such director during the balance of his legal tenure. The civil service status
of persons plesently appointed to the several welfare services heveinafter listed as of
July 3, 1949, is contirined. The county department of public welfare shall have the fol-
lowmg funetmns, dut1es and powers, and such other welfare functions as may be dele~
gated to it: "

1. To make investigations relating to velief or welfare administration and admissions
to state and county mst1tut10ns upon request of -court, superintendent, dlstnct attomey,
Vetelans service ¢commission or any other county oﬁ"lclal

2. Fulmshmg services to families or persons other than the granting of ﬁnanelal
or material aid where such services may prevent such families or persons from becommg
public charges or restore them to a condition of self-support. -

3. To make cértification or veferral of eligibles for state or federal works or: other
assistance programs, eligibility for which is based on need, when designated to perform
such certification or refeiral services, and to certify ehg1b1hty for and d1st11bute sulplus
commodltles and foodstuffs.

4. Making investigations which relate to welfare servmes upon request by the state
depaltment of putblie welfare.

5. The maintenance of administrative and 1eport1ncr 1elatlonsh1ps with all pe1t1nent
state. departments.

6. The administration of relief under sections 49.02 and 49.03 in the event that the
county administers relief under those sections.

7. The administration of aid to dependent children under section 49.19.

. 8. The administration of aid to the needy blind under section 49.18.

. 9. The administration of old-age agsistance under sections 49.20 to 49.38.

10, The administration of aid to permanently and totally disabled persons under

seetion 49.61.
11, To administer ehild welfare service under and subject to the provisions of ss. 48.56
and 48.57, thereby administering the functions otherwise administered by eounty children’s
board and licensed child welfare agencies and the authority to accept permanent care and
custody and guardianship of any child upon the order of a competent court to this effect
and to place ‘children for adoption and to give eonsent to the adoption of such ehlld pur-
suant to the statutes regulating adoption proceedings.

12. To, make such investigations as are proyvided for in s. 48.88 (2) (a), if the court
having jurisdiction so directs.

(3) REIMBURSEMENT. (a) Federal aid. The state ‘shall reimburse the counties for
expenditures incurred in the administration of old-age assistance, aid to dependent chil-
dlen, aid to the blind and aid to totally and permanently disabled persons, to be plolated
in accordance with the amount expended by each eounty for such. administration and be
paid from the appropriation made by s. 20.670 (54).

(b) State aid. The state shall also reimburse the counties 25 per cent of the eX-
penditures ineurred in the administration of old-age assistance, aid to dependent children,
aid to the blind, and aid {o totally and permanetly disabled persons, and for related wel-
fare services pelfonned by a county ageney administering such aids in co-operation with
or at the request of the state department pursuant to express authorization; provided,
that if the appropriation in s. 20.670 (14) is insufficient for the payment. in Pull of ‘the
amounts due the counties under this provision such appropriation shall be prorated. In
no event shall reimbursement to any county under this subsection exceed its total expend1—
tures for administration and if any reduetion is necessary to avoid payments over such
total, the amount available under this paragraph shall be reduced.

(c) Reimbursement made monthly, Payment of the state aid for administration
under this section shall be made monthly on certification of the state department of public
welfare, at the same time and in the same manner as state and federal aid for old-age
assistance, aid to dependent children, aid to the blind and aid to totally and permanently
disabled persons. .

(4) PRORATION WHEN STATE APPROPRIATIONS ARE INSUFFICIENT, Whenever the state
prorates the appropriations for state aid for old-age assistance, aid to dependent childrex,
aid to the blind and aid to totally and permanently disabled Dersons among the connties,
the counties may reduce the amounts allowed to the heneficiaries in the following month,
by the amount of the state and federal aid unpaid. Such reduction shall be made on'a pro
rata basis and shall apply until the state and federal aid is paid in full. The amount un-
‘paid by the state as determined with respect to amourts actually expended by the. countles
for any of these forms of public as51stanee shall remain ag a charge against the state

Hlstol'y 1963 c. 265, .
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49,53 . Limitation on giving information. (1) The use or disclosure of information
concerning applicants and recipients for any purpose not connected with the administra-
tion of aid to dependent ehildren, aid to the blind, old-age assistance and aid to totally
and permanently disabled persons, except as plOVlded under sub. (2), is prohibited. 'Any
person violating this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $25 nor more than
$500 or by imprisonment not less than 10 days nor more than one year or both. '

(2) (a) Each connty agency administering aid to the blind, aid to dependent ehllchen,
old-age assistance or-aid to totally .and permanently dlsabled persons shall monthly
maintain & report at its office showing the names and addresses of all persons receivin
such aids fogether with the amount paid.dwring the plecedmg month, p10v1ded th%
nothing. herein contained shall be construed to authonze or require the disclosnre in such
report of any information (names, addresses, amounts of aid or otherwise) Pertainihg to
adoptions, to aid furnished to or in behalf of unmarried mothers pursuant to s. 49.19, (4)
(d) and (g), or to ald furnished for the cave of children in foster homes pmsuant to
5..49.19 (10).

(b) Such report, shall be open to pubhc mspectlon at all tlmes during regular office
h0u1s and may be destroyed after the next succeedmg report hecomes available,’ Any
person except any public officer, seeking permission. to inspect such book shall proveé his
identity and shall be required to sign a statement setting forth his address ‘and his rea-
sons, for making such request. and indicating that he undeistands the provisions of par.
() with respect to the use of the information obtained. The use of a fietitious name is a
violation of this section. Within 72 hours after any sueh record has been inspecteéd, the
agency shall mail to each person whose record was inspected a notIﬁcatlon of that fact
and the name and address of the person making such inspection. The agency shall keep a
record of such requests.

(e) It is unlawful to use any information obtained tlnough access to’ such repOIt for
politieal or commereial purposes. The v101at10n of thls prov131on i pumshable upon

conviction as provided in sub, (1).

49.61 - Aid to totally and permanently disabled persons. (1) DEFINITION. As used
in this section a totally and permanently disabled person is a person who has a medically
demonstrable 1mpa11ment which is permanent and which substantially plevents such per
son from engaging in-a useful occupation within his competence. :

(1m) DEFINITION OF AID} INSTITUTION INMATES, For the purpose of thls Sectlon, the
term “aid to the totally and pelmanentlv disabled” means money payments to,! or medical
‘care in behalf of, or any type of remedial care recognized under this section’ or's. 49.40
in hehalf of, needy individuals more than 18 years of age who are totally and permanently
disabled, but does not inelude any snch payments to or care in behalf of any iridividual
who is'an inmate ‘'of a pubhc institution (exeept as a patient in a medical institution).or
any individual (a) who is a"patient in an institution for tuberculosis or mental dlseases,
or (b) who has been diagnosed as having tubereulosis or psychosis and is a-patient in 4
medieal institution as a result thereof. Beginning July 1, 1953, no: payment of:aid to
totally and pernianently disabled persons shall be made to any mleIdual in & private
or publie institution unless a standard-setting authority has been designated or established
which shall be responsible for establishing and mamtammg standards for suchinstitu-
tions. Such individuals shall not be barred from receiving general aid under ss..49.02 -and
49.03. Aid to the totally and’ permanently disabled shall be granted to totally and: per-
manently disabled dependent persons residing voluntarily in county or city homes and the
department shall make claim for federal reimbursement therefor when federal funds are
made available for that purpose and pay the same to the county.

(2) BELIGrBiLITY REQUIREMENTS _Aid under thls sectwn shall be gTanted only to an
apphcant

.. (a) Who is more than 18 years of age; C

" (b) ‘Who has resided in Wisconsin continuously for one year or more plecedmg the
date of making application or of heing granted aid and such aid may be continued for a
period of one year to any recipient who removes his residence to another state, provided
that the other state similarly Ieclpmcates by granting aid to the disabled for & period of
at least one year to persons moving from that state into Wisconsin;-

5(2(181 Who has no relatives able to suppon: him and responsible f01 hls support under
8.

(£) Whose property does not exceed a home of reasonable value together with owner-
ship of other property such as cash, securities and instrance with a eash surrender valie
in an amount not to exceed $1,000 to pravide a reasonable reserve for expenses. of bu11a1
last sickness and other emergency needs not covered by this section;

(g) Who is by certification of a licensed physician or panel of physicians on forms
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to be preseribed by the state department of public welfare found to be totally and per-
manently disabled, provided that such certification of disability shall be subject to review
by a panel of physicians advisory to the department.

(h) Persons who are members of the Grand Army home for veterans at King may
be granted aid to the permanently and totally disabled if they are otherwise eligible for
such' aid pursnant to this chapter. The provisions of s, 45.37 (9) shall not apply to money
payments of aid to the permanently and totally disabled paid to or in behalf of such
members.

(3) AppricarioN., Application may be made by an agent or the legal guardlan of a
person believing himself to be eligible. Application ghall be made on forms preseribed by
the state department of public welfare to the welfare agency of the county in which he
resides. Any individual wishing to make application for aid to the totally and perma-
nently disabled shall have opportunity to do so.

(4) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY. -The county agency shall promptly make an
investigation to ascertain all pertinent facts as to the applicant’s eligibility. Eligibility
and need shall be reinvestigated as often as necessary and at least once each year. All
investigations shall be 1ep01ted in writing and appropriately filed,

(5), NoTImIoATION 10 APPLICANT. The county agency -shall promptly notify the ap-
phcant his agent or his legal guardian, in writing, as to whether or not he has been found
to be eligible for this form of aid and the amount, if any; which he will be granted, pro-
vided that any applicant dissatisfied with the demsmn of the county agency upon his ap-
plieation or whose application is not acted upon with reasonable promptness may file a
petition for review as provided in section 49.50 (8).. A1d shall be furnished to any eligible
individual with reasonahle. promptness.

(6)- AMoUNT oF A, :(a) The amount of aid Whmh a person may receive under this
section shall he according to his need but shall not exceed $80 per month. The agency
shall, in determining need, take into consideration any other income and resources except
that when permitted by federal regulation the first $50 of earned income shall be disre-
garded in determining the amonnt of the grant and the earned income exemption provided
in s.49.18 (1) (a) shall not be considered in computing a grant of disabled aid when. the
disabled person is a member of the family of a recipient of blind aid. Any person re-
ceiving aid under this section shall not be eligible for old—age assistance, aid to the blind
or aid to dependent children, .

(b) On the death of a recipient of such ald 1f the estate of the deceased is msuﬂielent

to defray the funeral and burial expenses; such reasonable amount not exceeding $200
shall be paid for funeral and burial expenses to such persons as the county ageney directs,
-exclusive of and in addition to the actual cemetery charges which shall also be paid by the
county responsible for the burial of the vecipient.
» (7) ORDER DIRECTING PAYMENT. If the county agency finds a pe1son ehglble for aid
1nder- this section, such- agency shall, on a forny prescribed by the state department of
public welfare, direct the payment of such aid by order upon the county clerk or county
treasurer of the county; all payments of aid shall be made monthly, except that the di-
reetor of the county agency may, in his diseretion for the purpose of protecting. the
publie, direct that the monthly allowance be paid in 2 or more instalments,

:(8) County APPROPRIATION. The éounty hoard of each county shall annually appro-
priate a sum of money sufficient to carry out the provisions. of this section taking into
aceount the money expected to be received during-the ensuing year as state aid:

(9) STATE AID REIMBURSEMENT TO COUNTY. ‘The county treasurer and county agency
administrator of each county shall monthly eertify under oath to the state department of
public welfare in such manner as the department prescribes, the claim of the county
for state and federal reimbursement under this section, and if the department approves
such claim, it shall certify to the department of administration for reimbursement to the
the county 30 per cent of the approved amount paid by each county for aid to totally
and permanently disabled persons pursuant to this section, plus federal aid received for
such expenditures, plus 30 per cent of any amount paid to an eligible recipient in excess
of the amount which the federal government will take into account in making reimburse-
ment but not in excess of $80, as provided by sub. (6) (a). The department shall certify
to the department of adwinistration 100 per cent of the approved amount paid by each
county to eligible persons pursuant to sub. (2} (h) or in behalf of such eligible persons
as medical aid pursuant to s. 49.40, which certified amount shall include any federal aid
received for such expenditures. To facilitate prompt veimbursement the certification
of the department may be hased upon the certified statements of the county officers, pro-
vided that any necessary audit adjustments for any month of eurrent or prior fiscal years
may be included in subsequent certifications, If the total amount due all counties exceeds
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the sum appropriated by s. 20.670 (15) and (556) the appropriation shall be prorated by
the department among the counties according to the amounts due them. To facilitate
prompt relmbursement, the certification of the department may be based upon the certi-
fied statements of the county officers, provided that any necessary audit adjustments for
any month of the current or prior fiscal years may be made and included in subsequent
certifications, The department of administration shall draw its warrant forthwith for
reimbursement to the respective counties in accordance with the certification of the de-
partment,

History: 1961 c. 370, 462, 524, 542, 565, 578, 682,

See note to 49.27, citing 51 Atty Gen. 186.

49.70 Menominee Enterprises, Inc., bonds, acquisition, (1) The department is au-
thorized to exercise options to purchase securities assigned to the state of Wisconsin under
8. 23145 at par value, or to accept an assignment of such securities, for the purpose of
providing relief, public assistance or welfare aid under this section.

. (2) The department shall exercise the optlons to purchase such securities or accept
an assignment of such securities when it finds that the owner of the securities is a resident
of this state as provided in s, 49.01 (7) and is in need of relief, public assistance or wel-
fare aid, or who but for the ownership of 'such securities would qualify for relief, public
assistance or other welfare aid. If the department exercises an -option to purchase such
security, the purchase price shall be paid out, at par value, as relief, as defined in s. 49.01
(1). Where the department accepts an asmgnment of such security as provided in this
section it shall pay out as relief, as defined in s, 49.01 (1), an amount equal to the par
value of the seeurity assigned, The relief furnished, whether by money or otherwise, shall
be at such times and in such amounts as will in the diseretion of the department meet the
needs of the recipient and protect the public. The department is authorized to exercise
the options fo purchase assigned to it in whole or in part, or to aceept an assignment of
such' seeurities in whole or in part. The department is granted such authority as may be
necessary and convenient to enable it fo exercise the funetions and perform the duties
rvequired of it by this section, including without limitation because of enumeration. the
anthority to adopt and publish suitable rules governing eligibility and the furnishing and
paying of relief under this section, the authority to enter into suitable agreements with
the owner of the security or other appropriate persons for the purpose of carrying out
this section, and the authority to sell or transfer the securities or defend and prosecute
all actions concerning it and pay all just claims against it and do all other things neces-
sary for the protection, preservation and management of the securities.

. (3) If the relief, public assistance, or other welfare aid provided pursuant to this
section is diseontinued during the life of the person receiving such aid and the value of
the seeurities transferred to the department exceed the total amount of assistance paid
under this section, the excess of such property shall be returned to such person; and in
the event of his death such excess shall he considered the property of such person for ad—
ministration proceedings.

(4) The department may make loans to the owner of such securities for relief and
welfare purposes which loans shall be secured by pledges of the securities to the state.
The department may by rule establish the purposes for which loans may be made, per-
missible interest rates and fees, time and manner in which the loan is paid out, time and
manner of repayment, general procedures to be followed in making loans, the action
which shall be taken if a borrower defanlts on a loan, maximum amount which may be
loaned to any one borrower, and any other rules necessary to carry out the purposes of
this seetion. @

" (5) Nothing in s. 49.70 of the statutes as ereated by chapter 2, laws of Speclal Ses-
smn of 19683, is in derogation of other rights and remedies p10v1ded by law.

(6) Where the owner of such security is a minor child, sueh seeurity shall be an
exempt asset under the welfare law and shall not disqualify such minor chlld from receiv-
ing welfare assistance.

History: Spl. 8. 1963 ¢, 2,






