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200.01 Commissioner; qualifications, appointment, term. (1) On the effective date 
of this amendment (1957) the term of office of the incumbent commissioner of insurance 
shall expire and thereupon the governor, hy and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
shall appoint a successor cOl1llnissionel' of insurance for a term commencing on the date 
of his appointment and ending June 1, 1959. Thereafter successors shall 1)e appointed in 
like manner for terms of 4 years at least 30 days prior to the expiration of an incUlnhent's 
term and during the biennial session of the legislature within which such term expires. 
Such commissioner shall hold office until his successor is appointed and qualified. 

(2) The person so appointed as such commissioner shall be known to possess a knowl­
edge of the subject of insurance, and skill in matters pertaining thereto. No person ap­
pointed as such commissioner shall hold any other office under the laws of this or of any 
other state or of the United States. Such commissioner shall devote his entire time to the 
duties of the office, and shall not hold any position of trust or profit, engage in any occupa­
tion or business interfering with or inconsistent with his duties, or serve on or under any 
political committee or as manager of any political campaign for any candidate or party. 
The commissioner of insurance shall be allowed such sum as may he required for his actual 
and necessary expenses incurred in representing this state at the annual meeting of the 
national convention of insurance commissioners. 

200.02 Commissioner; oath; bond; seal. The commissioner shall take and file the 
official oath and effect coverage of himself under an official blanket or official position 
schedule hond in the penal sum specified in section 200.1S. The commissioner shall have 
an official seal. 

200.03 Commissioner; powers and duties generally. (1) OFFIOE LOCATION. The 
connnissioner shall have his offiee in the capitol and shall be provided by the department 
of administration with postage, sta.tionery and office supplies and neeessa,ry printing. 

(2) SUPERVISION. He shall enforce the laws relating to insurance and shall exercise 
such supervision and control over insurance companies doing business in this state as the 
law requires; and to that end, he may make reasonahle rules and regulations for their en­
forcement; and he may, by himself and his suhordinates, conduct investigations, examina­
tions and hearings, and take testimony. 

(3) LICENSE COMPANIES. He shall examine insurance companies applying' for a li­
cense to transact husiness, and if the affairs or conditions of any company fully meet the 
requirements of law, he shall issue his certificate licensing such company to do business 
otherwise he shall deny the application. ' 

(4) VISITATION, REVOCATION OF LICENSE. He may in person or by agent visit the gen­
eral office of any lieensed foreign insurance company and examine its affairs and condi­
tions, and may revoke its license for failure to comply with the law or refusal to allow 
such examination. 

(5) NOTICE OF REVOCATION OF LICENSE. He shall upon revocation of the license of a 
company give notice thereof by mail to all its agents who have been furnished 8, copy of 
such lieense, and shall publish notice of the revocation in the official state paper. 
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(6) AGENT'S SURPLUS LINES LICENSE. He may upon payment of $50 in cities of the 
first class and $15 elsewhere issue a surplus lines license, which shall be revocable at any 
time, to any agent authorized under section 209.04 upon the conditions prescribed in 
section 201.63. . 

(7) FORMS FOR ANNUAL STATEMENTS. He shall prepare forms for annual statements 
fOl' various kinds of insurance companies 'and societies and shall furnish them with such 
statement blanks. 

(9) ATTEND CONVENTIONS. He shall represent this state at the annual meeting of the 
insurance commissioners of the sever~l states, . 
, (11) STATE FIRE MARSHAL. He shall be ex officio state fire ma1'shal, and as such shall 
keep an itemized statement of ,all, expenses inculTed by him in the discharge of his duties; 
and ,shall audit all claims and vouchers for such expenses before they are submitted to the 
depm.iment of administl'ation·for payment. . 

(13) DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. The deputy commissioti~r of insurance shall take and 
file the official o!J;th. Such, deputy whenever d,etailed to special acts shall have the same 
pOWer as the commissh?ner In, all matters conne~ted therewith; and in case of a vacancy 
in the office of cOD;lmission,er 01' of the absence of the commissioner from the capitol, the 
delmty shall dis~harge the c\uties and exerdse tlie powers of the commissioner. 

(14) CERTIFIOATES ,OF AUTHORITYi.oBi;lOLETE RECORDS. He shall keep in his office a 
complete file of duplicates of all certificates of authority issued uncleI' section 209.04; but 
he may, at any time, destroy any such cel'1;ificates ~vhichhaNe been on file more than six 
years. 

(15) ATTORNEY FOR FOREIGN COMPANIES. He is by law constituted the attorney for 
all insuran!le companies admitted, to this state ,for the purpose of sei'vice of summons and 
all other legal processes npon such companies while licensed here and thereafter so long as 
there are any liabilities outstanding against them in this state. 

(16) SERVICE ON COMMISSIONER. The service of such process shall be made by leaving' 
duplicate copies .thereof in the hands or office of the commissioner of insurance and pay­
big to him for the use of the state a fee of ,$2 for each company. A certificate by the com­
missioner of insurance showing such service and attached to the Ol'iginal 01' third copy of 
such process presented to him for. that purpose shall be sufficient evidence thereof. 

(17) BUILDING PLANS EXAMINED. He shall examine all plans' and specifications for 
construction or remodeling of places of employment or public buildings submitted to him 
Plll'suant ~o section 101.10 (~3) and may recom.lllenc1 to the industrial commission prac­
tical means, if any, of reducmg ~he CDst of fire msurance. on such structures. The indus­
trial.commission shall transmit such recommendations to the owner. 
, (18) NONPROFIT SERVICJ!] PLA:N:S. He shall ,have such powers and perform such duties 
as. are given tohi:In or requireq, of hiIll find may .perform such functions as he is permitted 
mider s. 200.26, and f01' purposes .of enforcing- the provisions of that section may proceed 
lmder ss. 200.08, 290.13 and 200.14 to.the same .extent and in the same manI\er as if such! 
~rganizations weJ;e domestic insurfU1~. corpOl'<l:tlOns~ : • 

200.04 Reports, examinations, revocation. of licenses, deposits, employes, expenses, 
collections, audit and payments. ·(1) All reports required of any insurance company 
shall be made to the commissioner. . 

. (2) He may require any licensed insurance compa~y from time to time to report to 
him in such fo1'lll as he requires, in relation to its condition and any matter connected with 
its transactions. When written charges are filed against any company alleging that any 
return or statement filed by it with tlie commissioner is false, or that its affairs are in an 
unsound condition, he shall, and. he may. at any #lP-e on his .own motion, examine into its 
affairs. and con l1itions, and for that purpose may ll-ppoint an examiner who shall not be 
an officer or the agent of 0+' in any D,lanne1' interested, except as a policyholder, in any 
insurance company, and it shall be the duty of the, company examined, its .officers and 
agents, to open its books for inspeQtion. . 

(3). If it shall appear to the commissioner that any foreign company is in an unsound 
financial condition he may revoke its li!lense; and he shall cause a notice of such revoca­
tion to be published in the official state paper,and mail a copy thereof to each licensed 
agent of the company, and such agents shall thereupon discontinue writing business for it. 

(4) The commissioner may require £l·olll. any insurance company· and any mutual 
benefit society, before and from time to time during any examination, such deposit with 
the state treasurer as he shall deem necessary for the cost of such examination. The com­
missioner shall determine the cost of each examination made, which shall include the 
salary and expenses of each examiner or other empJoye of· the department .of insurance 
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whose services are required in connection with such examination or any report thereof, 
and any other expenses which may be directly apportioned. Deposits 01' payments made 
f01' sueh examinations shall be credited to the appropriation made by s. 20.460 (40). 
Seetion 76.30 (2) shall not be applieable to any such deposits or payments and any sueh 
deposits or payments shall not be deemed to be a tax or license fee within the meaning of 
any statute. 1£ any other state shall ehllJ:ge a per diem fee for eXllJllination of eompanies 
of this state, the insurance eompanies of sueh other state shaH be reqnired to pay the 
SllJlle fee when eXllJllined by the insuranee department of this state. 

200.05 Hearings; depositions; fees. The fees for stenographic sel'viees in investi­
gations, examinations and hearings shall not exceed the sum provided for like services in 
the circuit court. The fees of officers, witnesses and stenographers on behalf of the com­
missioner or the state shall be paid by the state treasurer upon the warrant of the diree­
tor of budget and accounts, authorized by the certificate of the commissioner and shall be 
eharged to the appropriation for the commissioner. 

200.06 Restoration of capital. (1) Any domestic insurance corporation which is 
direeted by the commissioner to make good its capital shall forthwith assess its stoekhold­
ers the necessllJ.'Y llJllOunt therefor. 1£ any stoekholdel' fails to pay the llJllount of the 
assessment against his stock within 10 days after the same has beeome due and payable, 
the directors shall by resolution declare the stock of sueh person caneeled and in lieu 
thereof, shan issue new eertificates for such shllJ.·es and sell the SllJlle at publie sale upon 
10 days' notice to be given by posting copies of sueh notice of sale in IY public places in 
the town, village or city where such company is loeated. Upon such sale, the purehaser 
shall forthwith pay the llJllount of the assessment against said stock. The llJllount received 
from the sale of said stock, less the cost and expenses of such sale, shall be paid to the 
original owner of sueh stock. 

(2) 1£ losses acerue from risks taken after the expiration of the period limited by said 
eommissioner for restoring the eapital before sueh deficiency is made up, the directors 
sha.ll be individually liable therefor. The transfer of the stock of such eorporation, made 
during the investigation, by the commissioner, shall not release the transferor from his 
liability for losses which occurred previous to such transfer. Nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to' impose any liability on any stockholder Dther than the return of the 
certificate of stock held by him as herein provided. 

200.07 Reduction of capital. When the capital of any domes tie insurance corpora­
tion is impaired to an amount exceeding twenty-five per cent thereof, and the eommis­
sioner shall be of the opinion that the interests of the publie will not be prejudiced 
thereby, such corporation may, with his permission, reduce its capital and the par value of 
the shares thereof to such amount as he shall certify to be justified by the assets of sueh 
corporation; but no part of such assets shall be distributed to the stockholders, nor shall 
the capital stock be reduced to an amount less than the sum required by law for the or­
ganization of a corporation for the transaction of the same kind of business. Such a re­
duction of the eapital must be authorized by a resolution adopted by a two-thirds vote of 
the board and signed by at least two-thirds of the directors and by its president. Up.on 
the filing of a certified copy of such resolution, the commissioner shall execute a new certifi­
cate of incorporation to conform with such reduced capital, and the llJ.1;icles of Ol'ganiza­
tion shal~ be deemed to be amended in respect to t~e amount of its ca~ital and of the pal' 
value of Its shllJ.·es so as to conform to such reductIOn. Such corporatIOn may require the 
return of the certificate of stock held by each stockholder and in lieu thereof issue a new 
certificate for such number of shares as he may be entitled to. 

200.08 Insolvent or delinquent companies; proceedings against. (1) When any 
domestic insurance company or fraternal 01' mutual benefit society is insolvent or has re­
fused to submit its books, papers, accounts 01' affairs to reasonable inspection and exami­
nation, or has neglected or refused to obey an order of the commissioner to make good 
within ~I,le time prescribed any deficieney in its capital or its reserve, or has transferred or 
attempted to transfer its entire property or business, or entered into any transaction the 
effe,ct of which is to merge its property or business in the propm1;y or business of' any 
other Mmpany or society, without having obtained the written approval of the commis­
sioner; or is found to ·be in sueh condition. that its further transaction of business will be 
hazardous to its policyholders, or to its creditors, or to the public, or. has wilfully violated 
its charter or artieles of ineorporation, 01' any law of the state, or any oificerthereof has 
refused to be examined on oath touching its affairs, the commissioner may apply by veli­
fied petition to the circuit court of the home county of the .complluy or society for and 
the court may make an order dil'ecting the company 01' Rociety to show e8use why the com-
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missioner should not take possession of its property and conduct its business, and for such 
other relief as the nature of the ca.se. and the interest of its policyholders, creditors, stock­
holders and the public may require. 

(2) The court may also enjoin such company 01' society from the transaction of busi­
ness 01' the disposition of its property, and may authorize the commissioner to immediately 
enter into the possession of such property and the conduct of such business, until the fur­
ther order of the court. 

(3) After hearing, the court shall either deny the application 01' direct the commis­
sioner forthwith to take possession of the property and conduct the business of such com­
pany 01' society, and retain such possession and conduct such business until the court shall 
find and order that such company 01' society can properly and safely resume possession of 
its property and the conduct of its business. 

(4) If, on a like application and order to show cause the court shall order the liquida­
tion of the business of such corporation, such liquidation shall be made by and under the 
direction of the commissioner, who may deal with the property and business of such com­
pany 01' society in his name as commissioner or in the name of the company 01' society, as 
the court may direct, and shall be vested by operation of law with the title to all of the 
property, contracts and rights of action of such company 01' society as of the date of such 
order. 

(5) The compensation of such special deputies, counsel, clerks and assistants, as the 
commissioner shall appoint to execute the orders of the court, and all expenses of taking 
possession of and conducting the business of liquidating such company or society, shall be 
fixed by the commissioner, subject to the approval of the court, and shall, on certificate of 
the commissioner, be paid out of the assets of such company 01' .society. 

(6) To carry out the purposes of this section, the commissioner shall have power, .sub­
ject to the approval of the court, to make and prescribe such rules and regulations as to 
him shall seem propel'. 

(7) The commissioner shall state in his annual report the names of the companies 01' 
societies so taken possession of, whether the same have resumed business or have been 
liquidated, and such other facts as shall indicate his proceedings under this section. 

(8) This section shall extend to the promoters, organizers, trustees or other persons 
having charge of the property 01' affairs of any domestic insurance company 01' fraternal 
01' mutual benefit society. proposed 01' attempted to be organized, including. any corpora­
tion organized 01' proposed to be organized to hold or control the stock 01' securities of any 
such insurance company, and to any propelty within the jurisdiction of the cOUltS of this 
state belonging to any foreign company or society. 

200.09 Insolvency; powers of commissioner; All the powers and authority con­
ferred upon the commissioner of banking, by section 220.08 and any amendment thereto, 
are hereby conferred upon and extended to the commissioner of insurance as to all insur­
ance companies and fraternal or mutual benefit societies. 

200.10 Enforce rights of policyholders. When the commissioner shall be satisfied 
that any insurance company, or fraternal benefit society, whose license has expired or has 
been revoked, does or omits to do any act whereby the rights of policyholders of such com­
pany; society or insurer, who are citizens of this state, 01' who hold contracts issued 01' de­
livered in this state, are adversely affected, or whereby its ability to carry out its con­
tracts with such policyholders is adversely affected, or refuses 01' neglects to make the set­
tlem~nts with o~ payments to su~h policyholders, or any. class of such policyholders fairly 
reqUlred under Its contracts, or 111 any other respect faIls to carry out the agreements in 
its contracts with all 01' any class of such policyholders, he may, with the written· C011sent 
of the governor and attorney general, made after such company, society or insurer shall 
have had notice of and opportunity for a hearing before the governor, attorney general 
and commissioner, bring' an action in the name of the state in behalf of all policyholders 
so situated for the purpose of enforcing their rights. The attomey general shall act as 
attomey for the state in such action and the expenses shall be bome as in other civil ac­
tions in behalf of the state. The company 01' society is required fOlthwith upon service of 
the complaint to file with the commissioner the names and addresses of all policyholders 
who are citizens of this state, 01' who hold contracts issued: 01' delivered in this state and 
who are affected by such action. A notice of such action shall bemailedbythe.cofu.inis­
sioner to every such policyholder, or by the company, society 01' insurer, to every such 
policyholder, when the commissioner shall so Ol:der. Any policyholder affected by such ac­
tion may intervene. A statement of every actIOn so brought shall be made in the 3,nllual 
report of the commissioner. . 
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200.11 Orders, notice, court review. (1) Notice of any order by the commissioner 
may be given personally to any company, society or person, or by sending a copy of such 
order by prepaid registered mail, and the mail service shall be complete upon the delivery 
01' tender of the copy to such company, society, or person by the postal authorities, and 
may be proved by the receipt of the addressee on the form used by the postal authorities, 
01' by their report thereon that tender or receipt has been refused. 

(2) Within ten days after receiving' written notice of any order of the commissionel' 
and not thereafter, the company, society, or person affected thereby, by verified petition 
specifying the reasons therefor, may ask for a rehearing and review thereof before the 
commissioner, which hearing shall be had within ten days unless the petitioner shall re­
quest otherwise, and the final order shall be made within three days after the close o£ 
such hearing. All evidence presented on such hearing shall be preserved,' 

(3) Any final order of the commissioner may be reviewed in the manner provided 
in chapter 227,but no such review shall be had upon any order refusing a license to any 
foreign company or mutual benefit society to transact business in this state where such 
company or society shall not on the date of the application for such license be lawfully 
transacting business in this state. 

200.13 Fees; filing of charter, agents' licenses, There shall be paid to the com­
missioner by every corporation the following fees: 

(1) For filing the first declaration or statement, with a certified copy of charter, 
twenty-five dollars; 

(2) For filing the annual statement of any insUl'ance company or mutual benefit so­
ciety, twenty-five dollars; 

(3) Each resident agent's license shall require an annual license fee of $1. For each 
license issued to a nonresident life insurance agent, $10. A separate license shall be re­
quired for each company represented by a resident agent and for each member of any firm, 
For each agent's examination provided in s. 209.04 (1) (c), $5. 

(4) For every copy of a paper filed in his office, ten cents per folio; and for each 
name of a company or agent, one cent per name. 

(5) For certifying and affixing his seal to any such copy or any other paper, fifty 
cents. 

(6) Every insurance company of a foreign country applying for a license to do busi" 
ness in this state and required to make a deposit with the treasurer of this state shall pay 
as a fee therefor one dollar for each one thousand dollars of the required deposit, which 
fee shall include the sum required by subsection (1). . . 

(7) In case corporations shall combine to effect insurance under a joint policy, each 
corporation shall pay the same fees as if each one wrote a separate policy. 

200.14 Law enforcement. (1) The commissioner shall notify every insurance com­
pany of its violation of any insurance law of this state and, in case of persistent and 
wilful violation thereof, he shall,. if a domestic company, report the same to the attorney 
general; and if it be a foreign company he shall suspend or revoke its authOl'ity to do 
business in this state; and upon satisfactory evidence to him of the violation of any of 
such provisions by any agent of any company he shall suspend or revoke the license of 
such agent. Said cOlllmissioner shall cause action to be brought to recover all forfeitures 
incurred by insurance companies or their agents. The attorney genel'lll may compromise 
every such forfeiture. 

(2) In addition to the provisions of subsection (1) and in addition to the right of 
the commissioner or the state to invoke other sanctions provided for by any other statute, 
the commissioner is authorized, upon written consent of a person or company charged 
with a violation of the insurance laws or an order issued by the commissioner, to impose 
a1id accept a forfeiture against such person or company in an amount· not exceeding 
$500 for each such violation without holding a healing. The clear proceeds of any amount 
paid or recovered under this subsection shall be paid into the school fund. . 

200.15 Commissioner's report. (1) The commissioner shall preserve in permanent 
form a full record of his proceedings, including a concise statement of the condition of 
each insurance company visited or examined by him. 

(2) He shall also make a report to the governor each year which shall include: 
(a) A list of all insurance companies authorized to do business in this state dmwg 

the yeal', with their names, locations, amounts of capital, dates of incorporation and com­
mencement of business, and kind of insurance in whic.h they are engaged, respectively .. 
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(b) A list of the companies which have ceased to do business in this state during such 
year and the reasons therefor; and of those admitted during the yeaJ.'. 

(c) The kind and total amount of insurance carried in the state insurance fund to­
getherwith the aJUount of premiums collected, the source and nature of any other income, 
and the disbursements made. The report shall state sepal'ately the premiums, losses, the 
kind aJld amount of insurance carrie.d on state property, and on other than state property. 

(d) A detailed report of his official actions as ex officio state fire marshal. 
(e) Such other information on the general conduct and conditions of all insurance 

companies doing business in this state as the governor deems necessal'Y. 
(3) The coIl1liiissioner shall have printed not less than 1,000 nor more than 2,500 

copies .of the report made under sub. (2), in the form and manner determined by him. 

200.17 Fire department dues; lists of towns; payment. (1) The commissioner 
shall annually fOl'wal'd to every company transacting fire insurance in this state a list 
of all cities, villages and towns entitled to fire department dues. 

(2) Eve1'Y company effecting fire insurance in any city, village or town entitled to any 
fire department dues shall, before the first day of Jl,iarch in each year, file with the com­
missioner a statement, showing the amount of premiums upon said insurance, and pay to 
him the total amount of such fire department dues. Retul'll premiums, as defined in secc 

tiOIl· 76.30, may be deducted in determining the premiulll on which the fire department 
dues aTe computed. 

(3) The commissioner shall, before the first day of May in each year, compile the fire 
department dues paid by all compan~es, and certify the proper amount for each city, vil­
lage or town to the depal'tment of administration; and such aJUount shall, upon being 
a)ldited by thedepmiment of administration, be paid by the state treasurer to the respec­
tive cities, villages and towns entitled to the same. 

(4) The commissioner shall include in such compilation and certification of fire de­
partment dues the aJUonnt of two per centum on the premiums paid the state fire fund 
for the insurance of any public property, other than state, located within any city, village 
or town entitled to fire department dues, and the amount of such dues shall be included in 
the apportionment to such cities, villages and towns; the commissioner shall notify the 
state treasurer of the amount so certified and the state treasurer shall charge the amount 
to the state fire fund. 

(4m) The aggregate payment of fire department dues by the commissioner to cities, 
villages and towns, maintaining fire depaliments manned wholly or partly by volunteer 
firemen, shall be reduced by an amount equal to one half of the amount appropriated an­
nually for fire training programs under ss. 20.850 (5) and 41.14. The amount paid to 
each such city, village and town shall be reduced on a proportionate basis. Such aJUounts 
shall be retained in the general fund for the purposes of the appropriations made under 
s. 20.850 (5). 

(5) . The commissioner shall transmit to the treasurer of each city, village and town en­
titled to fire department dues, a statement of the amount of such dues payable to it; and 
he shall furnish to such treasurer, upon his request, a list of the companies paying such 
dues and the amount paid by each .. 

·200.18 Blanket bond or official position schedule bond. (1) The commissioner of 
insurance shal~ effect coverage of himself, the deputy commissioner of insurance and each 
employe of the commissioner uncleI' an official blanket bond in the penal sum of $100,000 
or under an official position schedule. bond in accordance with the following schedule: 

(a,) Commissioner of inslu'ance ....•.••.•....•••••••••.••••.•..••••... $100,000 
(b) Depllty commissioner of insurance and assistant state fire marshal. ••••. $100,000 
(e) Administrative assistant of the commissioner, not less than ..••••.••••. $100,000 
(d) Actuaries and examiners, each, not less than ..•..••••••••••.••••••.. $ 5,000 
(e) Deputy fire marshal, each, not less than ....•.•••••••.••.•••.•••..••. $ 5,000 
(f) Manager of state insurance fund, not less than .....•..••.••.••••.•••. $ 5,000 
(g) Manager of state life fund, not less than ......•...•.....•.........•. $ 5,000 
(2) Each employe of the commissioner shall be liable for. his acts, defaults or mis-

conduct and actions therefor shall be prosecuted directly agamst such employe and the 
13l1rety dntbe official blanket or official po.sition schedul~ bond. The commissioner shall not 
be responsible for the acts, defaults or nllsconduct of hIS employes except where employes 
act under express dIrection of the commissioner. 

(3) Each and eve1'Y bond required within this section shall be underwritten by a 
surety company licensed to transact business in Wisconsin and shall be approved by the 
governor. 
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(4) The premium for any bond shall be charged to the appropriation made to the com­
missioner of insurance by s. 20.460 (1) except that the premium for bonds on employes of 
the state insurance fund shall be chal'ged to the administration allotment made by s. 20.460 
(71) and premiums for bonds on employes of the state life fund shall be charged to the 
administration allotment made by s. 20.460 (72). 

(5) The official blanket or official position schedule bond referred to in this section 
shall conform substantially to the bond specified in see:.tion 19.01 (2) and be subject to the 
statutes governing official bonds. 

200.19 Fire ca.uses; investiga.tion; report. (1) The chief of the fire department of 
every city and village, the president of every village in which no fire department exists, 
alld every town clei'k may investigate or cause to lJe investigated the cause, origin and cir­
cumstances of every fire occurring in his city, village or town by which property has been 
destroyed or damaged when the damage exceeds $25, and on fires of unknown origin he 
may especially investigate as to whether such fire was the result of carelessness, accident 
01' design. Where any investigation discloses that such fire may be of incendiary origin, he 
shall report the same to the state fire marshal. 

(2) The state fire marshal may sUPElrvise and dil'ect such investigation whenever he 
deems it expedient. " 

(4) The state fire marshal shall keep a record of all fires occurring in the state, which 
shall be at all times open to public inspection. 

200,20 Duties of sta.te fire ma.rsha.l, attorney general and district attorneys in re­
gard to fires of incendiary origin. (1) The state fire mal'shal shall, when in his opinion 
investigation is necessary, take or cause to be taken the testimony on oath of all persons 
supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have any means of knowledge in relation to 
any case of damage to property by fire or explosives, and if he is of the opinion that 
there is evidence sufficient to charg'e any person with a crime under ss. 941.11, 943.01, 
943.02, 943.03 or 943.04 or '\vith an attempt to commit any of those crimes, he shall cause 
'such person to be prosecuted, and shall furnish the prosecuting attorney the names of all 
witnesses and all the information obtained by him, including a copy of all testimony taken 
in the investigation. 

(1m) The state fire marshal shall assign one deputy fire marshal exclusively to fire 
marshal duties for counties having a population of 500,000 or more. 

(2) The attorney g'eneral shall at the request of the state fire marshal assist district 
attorneys in the prosecution of all cases referred to in sub. (1) in all courts and the ex­
penses of the attorney general or his assistants in preparation for and attendance upon 
such prosecutions shall be charged to the appropriation for the state fire marshal. 

(3) The attorney general and district attorney shall make such reports to the state 
fire marshal of the pr!Jceedings and result of all such prosecutions as shall be required 
by him. 

(4) The attorney general may employ such assistants as may be necessal'y for carry­
ing out the provisions of this section. Salaries, compensation alld expenses of such as-
sistants shall be charged to the appropriation for the state fire marshal. . 

200.21 Fire marshal; inquisitions; inspections; seizure of evidence. (1) The state 
fire marshal and his subordinates shall each have the power to conduct investigations 
and hearings and take testimony regarding fires and the causes thereof, and compel 
the attendance, of witnesses. The fees of witnesses shall be paid upon certificates signed 
by the officer before whom any witnesses shall have attended, and shall be charged to 
the appropriation for the state fire marshal. 
, (2) All investigations held by 01' under the direction of the state fire marshal, or his 

suborc1inates, may, in his discretion, be private, and persons other than those required to 
be present may be excluded from the place where such investigation is helc1, and wit­
nesses may be kept apart from each other, and not allowed to communicate with each 
other until they have been examined. 

(3) The state fire marshal and his subordinates may at all reasonable hours in 
performance of their duties enter upon and examine any building or premises where 
any fire has occurred and other buildings or premises near the same, and seize any 
evidence found as a result of such examination which in the opinion of the officer 
finding the same may be used in any criminal action which may result from such 
examination or otherwise, and retain it for a reasonable time or until it becomes an 
exhibit in the action. 

200.22 Entry of buildings generally. The state fire marshal, his chief assistant and 
deputies, upon complaint of any person, or without any complaint previously entered, 
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shall have a right at all reasonable hours, for the purpose of examination, to enter into 
and upon all buildings and premises within their jurisdiction. 

200.23 Officers' neglect of duty; penalty. Any officer named in s. 200.19 who neg­
lects to comply with any of the requirements of ss. 200.19 to 200.25 shall be fined not 
less than $25 nor more than $200 for each neglect 01' violation. 

200.24 Salaries and fees. All officers who shall perform any service at the request 
of the state fire marshal 01' his subordinates shall receive the same fees as officers in jus. 
tice courts, and such fees shall be paid in the manner witnesses are paid under section 
200.21, and charged to the appropriation for the state fire marshal. 

200.25 Attendance on duty. The state fire marshal or one of his chief subordinates 
shall be in the office of the fire marshal during all office hours. 

200.26 Nonprofit service plans. (1) DEFINITION. As used in this section unless 
the context clearly implies othe'nvise: "Organization" means any society, organization or 
corporation, operating a plan of sickness care as permitted by ch. 148, 01' hospital service 
as permitted by s. 182.032; but when any such plan is operated by any division 01' agyncy 
of any such society, organization or corporation then the term "organization" means only 
such division 01' agency. 

(2) FILING; GENERAL. Any organization subject to this section shall file with the 
insurance commissioner the following information verified by 2 principal officers of such 
organization: 

(a) A written declaration defining the organization and structure and area of opera­
tion of each existing 01' proposed plan for sickness care as permitted by ch. 148, 01' for 
hospital service as permitted by s. 182.032, and any amendments thereto. 

(b) The bylaws, if any, of the organization immediately responsible for such plan' and 
all amendments thereto. 

( c) Each form of contract 01' contractual agTeement executed 01' proposed to be execut­
ed by and between the organization and any physicians, hospital, public party or otheT8 
embodying the terms under which sickness care as permitted by ch. 148 or hospital service 
as permitted by s. 182.032 is to he furnished to subscribers to the plan. 

(d) A financial statement of the organization, which shall include the amount of each 
contribution paid 01' agreed to be paid to' the organization for working ca,pital, the name 
of each contributor and the terms of each contribution. Any plan in existence on Novem­
ber 6, 1959 shall file such information as to its financial condition and capital as the com­
missioner requires. 

(3) ANNUAL STATEMENTS. Every such organization shall annually, on or before 
March 1, file in the office of the commissioner, a statement verified by at least 2 pi'incipal 
officers of such organization showing its true condition as of the December 31 next preced­
ing. Said statement shall be in such form and shall contain such information as the com­
missioner prescribes. 

(4) 3-YEAR EXAMINATION. The commissioner by himself or his subordinates shall, not 
less than once in 3 years, exmnine into the affairs of such organization and shall make a 
report in writing, which report, after such hearing as such organization mc.y request, shall 
be filed in his office. 

(5) REPORTS. (a) The commissioner may also require any such organization from 
time to time to report to him in such form as he requires, in relation to its condition and 
any matter connected with its transactions. 

(b) The commissioner may requll'e from any such organization, before and from time 
to time chu1.ng' any exanlination, such deposit with the state treasurer ,as he deems neces­
sary to cover the cost of such examlllation. The commissioner shall determine the cost of 
each examination made, which shall include the salary and expenses of each examiner 01' 

other employe of the insurance department whose services are required in connection with 
such examination or any report thereof, and any other expenses which may be directly 
apportioned. Deposits or payments made for such examinations shall be credited to the 
appropriation lmder s. 20.460 (40). Any such deposits or payments shall not be deemed 
to be a taX 01' license fee within the meaning of any statute. 

( c) The fees for stenographic services in investigations, examinations mld heal1.ngs 
shall not eXQeed the sum provided for like services in the cll'cuit court. The fees qf officers, 
witnesses and stenogTaphers on behalf of the commissioner or the state shall be paid by 
the state tr(msurel' upon the warrant of the depal1;ment of administration, authorized by 
the cel1ificate of the connnissioner and shall be charged to the appropriation for the com­
missioner. 

(6) FILING OF CONTRACT FORMS. (a) All forms of contracts, riders, endorsements, 



200.26 INSURANOE DEPARTMENT 2646 

applications, notices OI proposed contracts or other instruments which such organization 
proposes to issue as pa~rt OI a contract shan be filed with the commissioner Ior approval, 
with a statement OI the rate to be charged thereIor or the effect such attached paper will 
have upon the rate, but the rate shall not be a ground for withholding approval unless the 
rate is unfairly discriminatory. Rates for contracts may reflect a differential attributable 
to the number of persons covered, actuarial e:A.']Jcrience or plan of operation under which 
the contracts are issued without being' considered unfairly discriminatory. Contracts filed 
for approval under this subsection shall not include those referred to in sub. (2) (c). 

(b) No such contract shall be issued, nor shall any application, rider or endorsement 
be used in connection therewith until the expiration of 30 days after it has been so filed 
unless the commissioner shall sooner give his written approval thereto. 

(c) The commissioner may within 30 days after the filing of any such form disapprove 
such form if it contains a provision which is unjust, unfair, inequitable, misleading, de­
ceptive or encourages misrepresentation of such contract. If the commissioner notifies 
such organization that the form does not comply with this subsection, it is unlawful there­
after for such organization to issue or use such form. In such notice the commissioner 
shan specify the reason for his disapproval and state that a hearing will be granted within 
20 days after request in writing by the organization. 

(d) The commissioner may at any time, after a hearing on not less than 20 days' 
written notice to such organization, withdraw his approval of any such Iorm on any OI 
such grounds. It is unlawful for such organization to issue such form 01' use it after the 
effective date of such withdrawal of approval. 

(e) Notice of all hearings shall specify the matters to be considered, and each decision 
affirming' disapproval or directing withdrawal of approval shall be in writing and shall 
specify the reasons. 

(7) SUBJECT TO INSURANCEl LAWS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES. Such organizations and their 
agents, plans and contracts shall be subject to the provisions of s. 201.25 relating to in­
vestments, ch. 207 l'elating to unfair methods of competition and unfair or deceptive acts 
or practices and s. 200.03 (18) relating to powers of the commissioner OI insurance, to the 
same extent and in the same manner as if such organizations were domestic insurance cor­
porations and to s. 209.04 relating to agents as provided in sub. (8) thereoI. Such organ­
izations shall also be subject to s. 201.18 (1) relating to premium reserves except that 
where risks are written for more than one month and the premium or fee is paid on a 
monthly basis, the reserve shall be computed at 50 per cent of the monthly premium or 
fee received each month. Any investments made by a corporation organized under s. 
182.032 prior to November 6, 1959 and which invcstments at the time they were made 
complied with ss. 206.34 and 206.35 shall not be deemed a violation of this subsection and 
such investments may at the option of such corporation be retained without being deemed 
a violation of this subsection. 

(8) DIRECT PAYMENT. Any contract may provide that all or any portion OI any bene­
fits provided by any such contract may, at the option of the organization, be paid directly 
to the party rendering such services. 

(9) DISSOLUTION. In the event of dissolution of any such organization, the distribu. 
tion of its assets shall be made as provided for in ch. 181. 

(10) SUPERVISION AND RULE-MAKING POWER. The commissioner shall enforce the pro­
visions OI this section and shall exercise such supervision and control over such organiza­
tions as the law requires; and to that end, he may make reasonable rules fOl' their enforce­
ment. 

(11) PENALTIES. (a) Any person violating' any provision of sub. (3) shall be subject 
to the penalty provision of s. 201.50 (2). 

(b) Any person violating sub. (6) shall be subject to the penalty provision of s. 
204.31 (8). 

(c) Any person violating any provision referred to in sub. (7) shall be subject to the 
penalty sections applicable to those provisions. 

(12) JUDICIAL REVIEW. Hearings shall be noticed and conduded and any final orelei; 
of the commissioner may be reviewed as provided in ch. 227. 

(13) EFFECTIVE DATEl. This section shall take effect as provided in s. 990.05 but those 
portions of sub. (6) relating to approval of contracts shall take effect November 1, 1961, 
and those portions of sub. (7) relating to agents shall take effect November 1, 1960. 




