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2009 Wisconsin Act 85 

[2009 Senate Bill 241] 

 

Definition of “All-Terrain Vehicle” 

 

Current Law 

Current law defines an “all-terrain vehicle” (ATV) as an engine-driven device with a width of not more 

than 48 inches and a net weight of 900 pounds or less that is equipped with a seat designed to be straddled by the 

vehicle operator and that is designed to travel on at least three low-pressure tires. 

Under current law, a low-pressure tire is a tire that has a minimum width of six inches, that is designed to 

be mounted on a rim with a maximum diameter of 12 inches, and that is designed to be inflated with an operating 

pressure not to exceed six pounds per square inch. 

2009 Wisconsin Act 85 

2009 Wisconsin Act 85 makes the following changes to the statutory definition of an ATV: 

o Increases the maximum manufactured width of an ATV to 50 inches. 

o Requires that the ATV be designed by the manufacturer to travel on three or more low-pressure 

tires. 

o Increases the maximum operating pressure for a low-pressure tire to 10 pounds per square inch. 

o Eliminates the rim diameter requirement. 

The Act also prohibits the operation of an ATV with tires other than low-pressure tires and prohibits 

modifications to an ATV that result in its width exceeding 50 inches. 

Effective date:  December 16, 2009. 

Prepared by:  Larry Konopacki, Staff Attorney December 10, 2009 
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