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2005 Wisconsin Act 244 

[2005 Assembly Bill 971] 

 

Distribution of Report on Criminal 
Defendant’s Examination by a 

Physician or Psychologist 

 

Current law provides that if the mental responsibility of a defendant is relevant in a criminal 

action, the court may appoint a physician or psychologist to examine the defendant and testify at trial.  

The defense or prosecution may also arrange for a physician or psychologist to examine the defendant.   

2005 Wisconsin Act 244 provides that a physician or psychologist selected by the defense or 

prosecution may not testify at trial unless the examiner’s report is provided to opposing counsel at least 

15 days before trial.  Under prior law, the report was required to be provided to opposing counsel at 

least three days before trial. 

Effective Date:  Act 244 took effect on April 13, 2006. 

Prepared by:  Anne Sappenfield, Senior Staff Attorney April 18, 2006 
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