2015 Assembly Joint Resolution 4

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION

Relating to: honoring the service of all military working dogs.

Whereasdogs have served in our natiemilitary with honor and valor throughout its
history; and

Whereasrecords from Wrld War | referencenilitary working dogs and make note of
Stubby,the most highly decorated American military working dog, who was promotkd to
rank of Segeant for his service; and

Whereasnited States Secretary\War Robert PPatterson authorized the use of dogs
in war eforts on March 13, 1942; and

Whereas,dogs accepted into the military training program underwent a rigorous
training program that exposed the dogs to muzzles, gas masks, gunfire, and riding in vehicles
andfocused on obedience and responding to basic comnsnitist they could learn to serve
asa sentry dog, a scout or patrol dog, a messenger dog, or a mine—detection dog; and

Whereasthe United States Department odWadcreated 15 Quartermastea\Dog
Platoonshy 1944, consisting of 20 enlisted men,st8ut dogs, and six messenger dogs; and

WhereasChips, the most highly decorated American military working dog aml&V
War Il, famously stormed an Italian machine gun nest in 1943 duringllieel invasion of
Sicily; and

Whereasgduring the Wetnam War, approximately 4,900 military working dogs served
in the United States military and are credited wd#king more than 10,000 human lives; and

Whereas232 United States military working dogs and 295 United States servicemen
servingas dog handlers were killed in action durthg Metnam War, including Specialist
FourRichard Michael Banaszynski of Pulaski, Lance Corpagaiefice Daniel Beck of Fort
Atkinson,and Segeant Brry John Payne of La Crosse; and

Whereasthe United States government euthanized thousands of military working dogs
atthe end of the tnam War rather than bringing them home; and

Whereasafter intense lobbying by veterans who served as dog handlers, the federal
governmenthanged the law iB000 so that United States military working dogs can now be
adoptedby American families after their military service; and

Whereasretired military working dogs anmeow often adopted by disabled veterans to
whomthey bring love, hope, and healing; and

Whereassince the attack against the United States of America on SeptemBeén1,
customsdogs, search and rescue dogs, border patrol dogs, police dogs, and secret service dogs



year,as K-9 \éterans Day in lgconsin; and, be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be distributed to thesdinsin Secretary of
VeteransAffairs, the United States & Dogs Association, thei&nam Dog Handler
Associationand the Military Vérking Dog Bam Support Association.
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