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Chapter H 47 

VENEREAL DISEASES 
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H 47.01 Venereal diseases. The state board of health declares thQ 
follo,ving veneral diseases, namely, syphilis, gonorrhea, and chancroid Q_.l-·-;.-r 
as contagious, infectious, communicable and dangerous to the public -
health. --><~-... -_ 

H 47.02 Venereal disease--AII infected 'pe1•sons subject to control. 
All persons having_ venereal disease shall be subject to such control as 
public safety requires. 

I <'. " 

......_____ 

H 47.03 Veneral disease--Who is to report. Any physician \Vho \ 
attends, treats or exa1nines a pei·son \vith veneral disease in con1-

1 
inunicable form;. and any superintendent or n1anager of a hospital, 
dispensary, charitable or penal institution having luio\vledge of any 
such case not kno\vn to be previously reported, shall report such case / 
to the state board of health. Such repoTt shall be by designated num- 1 

ber, age, sex, conjugal condition and duration of disease. The physi- \ 
cian shall inquire into the source of infection and shall repol't any f'rv,-
person known to a reasonable certainty to be the source by name and 
address to the state board of health. Any person kno\ving of a case 
of venereal disease not under the care of a physician and believed 
to be a 111enace to the public health shall report the name and address 
directly to the state board of health. -- .. 

<_ 

H 47.04 Venereal disease-Reporting of cases delinquent in treat-
1nent. Whenever any person suffering from syphilis, gonorrhea or 
chancroid in a communicable for1n shall fail to return to the physician 
treating such person in reasonable time, such person shall be reported 
by name and address to the state board of health as delinquent in 
treatment. 

I(. 1.· \ ) ) : 
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, ,.- H 47.05 Examination of certain classes suspected of having venereal. ( 
disease. (1) It shall be the duty of each superintendent, manager or(:· 

· physician of any state, county, municipal, charitable or correctional " 
institution, the i.varden of the state prison, the sheriff and other keep
ers of any jail or other penal institution to cause an examination to 
be made of all inmates suspected of having a Venereal disease and 
said examination shall be made by a inethod satisfactory to the state 
board of health. Vagrants, prostitutes, frequenters of houses of pros
titution and persons guilty of illicit cohabitation are hereby declared 

·.,to be reasonably suspected to have venereal disease. 
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(2) Any such person found to be infected with any of the venereal 
diseases in a communicable stage shall be kept in such quarters as not 
to expose others. Such persons and all legally con1mitted persons with 
a venereal disease, \Vhich is com1nunicable to others, at expiration of 
com1nitment shall hereby be considered under quarantine and shall so 
remain until satisfactory arrangements can be made for care and 
treatment by a licensed physician at place of subsequent residence or 
until other disposition of the case is made by the state boaTd of health. 
I 
/ H 47 .06 Venereal disease cases-Isolation. Whenever a case or 

/suspected case of venereal dise'ase is found on premises 1vhere the case 
/cannot be properly controlled duTing the period of infectiousness, or 
/ \Vheneve1· a case of venereal disease in the infectious stage refuses 

,/}
'\/ :·: or neglects care or treatment by a physician licensed to prescribe 

J 
. drugs, or is un1nanageable and other persons are endangered, a 

placard may be placed on the pre1nises {ccupied by the patient. Such 
placard shall be applied in e1nergency and ;not in lieu of commit-
1nent to an institution under section 14 .or,-JWis. Stats. The placard 
sign shall have the \vords "Comn1unicable Disease." Violation of the 
requirements imposed by the placard shall be deen1ed a violation of 

·these regulations. The local health officer shall be required by the state 
board of health to impose such isolation and enforce its requirements. 
' H 47 .07 Venerea·l disease-Exainination of sexual contacts. All 

I j \, / 
\j\ / 

persons reported to be sexual contacts by any person \vith veneral 
: disease in a comn1unicable for1n shall be regarded as suspected cases 
and may be required by an official of the state board of health to be 

: examined by a physician, in a manner satisfactory to the state board 
'qi health. 
/.H 47.08 Venereal disease-Indigents: treatment facilities. Local 

\j)iealth officel's and local boards of health shall cooperate \vith the 
_ 1\1 f state board of health in establishing treatment facilities for indigent 

,\j 1 
r persons \vith veneral disease. Local health officers shall report to the 

IJ \state board of health all cases of venereal disease reported to then1. 

""H 47.09 Venereal disease-Forbidden occupations. Persons sus
pected to be or knowing themselves to be afflicted •vith a communicable 
veneral disease shall not engage in the care or nursing of children or 
of the sick, nor shall they engage in any occupation the nature of 
which is such that their infection n1ay be co1nmunicated to others. In 
the interest of the public health a n1edical health officer or officer of 
the state board of health nlay confidentially inform any person so 
endangered. 

( H 47.10 Issuing certificates of freedo1n fro1n veneral disease for-

J bidden. No physician or health officer shall issue certificates of free
! dom from any venereal disease to any person except those certificates 

~-> I required by la\V for marriage licenses and those required by local 
. j' ordinances to be issued to local health officers. No person shall carry 
J \ or exhibit such certificates to other persons or sho\v, for immoral 

purposes, venereal disease reports fron1 any laboratory. Such pro
\ cedure is declared by the state board of health to be inimical to public 

\health and public \velfare. 

Ii 47 .11 Venereal dis-ease-Jifinors. 'fhe pareiits or guardians of 
minors acquirillg_ venereal ·disease shall,_ \vhen- notified, be legally 
responsible for the- co1npliance of such minors \Vith the re.qnire1nents 
of these regulations. 
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H 47.12 Venereal disease-Definition of conununicability. All cases 
of venereal disease shall be i·egarded as conununicable until the 
foUowing requireinents have been n1et: 
(1) SYPIIILIS* Until open sores, ulcers, rashes, sy}Jhilitic sore throat 

or other open syphilitic lesions are healed; and also until satis
factol'y care and treatinent as hereinafter defined has been given 
to any of the follo-\Ving: Pregnant \V01nen 'ivith syphilis; feinales 
"\Vho have given birth to a syphilitic child; syphilitic persons at 
any stage of the disease \Vho, reasonable evidence indicates, are 
pro1niscuous in sexual relations and are a 1ne11ace to others i and 
persons "\vith early syphilis not adequately treated. 

(Note: Adequate treatinent shall be considered to be the ad1nin
istration of not less than t\venty doses of arsenica1s and t\venty 
doses of heavy 1netal oi· equally effective treat1nent by a physician 
licensed to in·escribe drugs. This other effective treatn1ent shall 
be such as considered adequate by the state board of health.) 

(2) GONORRHEA 
(a) Male 

1. Freedom fro1n discharge. 
2. Clear urine, no shreds. 
3. Urethral sn1ears n1ust be negative for gonococci on four 

successive exan1inations at inte1·vals of not less than one 
week. 

4. Prostatic sn1ears negative to gonococci on t\VO successive 
tests, not less than one 1nonth after conclusion of specific 
treatn1ent. 

G. VVhen penicillin is used for the treatn1ent of gonorrhea, 
a blood test for syphilis shall be taken at inonthly intervals 
for a three 1nonth period. 

(b) Female 
1. No unusual vaginal discharge, 
2. T\vo successive negative exan1inations fo1· gonococci of the 

secretions of the urethra, vagina, and of the cervix \vith 
an interval of at least 48 hours, and repeated for four 
successive \veeks. 

3. When penicillin is used for the treatment of gonorrhea, 
a blood test for syphilis shall be taken at n1onthly inte1·
vals for a three 1nonth period. 
(Note: The labia should be held a}Jart and a s\vab applied 

so as to express any secretions from Skenes or Batholin's 
glands, \vhich is then taken up on the S\vab. 
In preparing urethral slides the ·finger should be inserted 
in the vagina and expression 1nade on the floor of the 
urethra fron1 \vithin out\vard, the cotton-tipped probe 
being then introduced well into the 1neatus. In procuring 
a sn1ear fro1n the cervix a vaginal specuhnn should be in
troduced and the cervix "'ivell exposed. AU secretions should 
be 1nopped a\vay from the external os befol'e taking the 
s111eal'. After the cervix is \veil dried a pl'obe tightly 
\vound \Vith cotton should be inserted in the cervical canal 
and rotated several times.) 

(3) CHANCROID. UntiJ all lesions are healed. 

•Does not apply to Section 143.07, sub.section 4. 
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