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Chapter NR 16

GAME FARMS , EXHIBITS AND FISH FARM S
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SubchapterII- Permitting the Us e of Natural Bod ies of Water a s Fish Fa r m s
NR 1670 Purpose and applicability ,

Subchapter I - Game Farms and Exhibits

NR 16 .001 Definitions. In this subchapter :
(1) "Adult" means any animal which has reached the age of

one year ,
(2) "Department" means the department of natural resoucces .
(3) "Heavily ~alvanized" means a zinc coating weight of 230

g/m2 or 0. 8 oz/ft .
(4) "High tensile" means a tensile strength of 1235 to 1450

mega pascals or 179000 to 2100001b/in2 .
(5) "Medium tensile" means a tensile strength of' 700 to 850

mega pascals or 101000 to 1230001b/in2 .
(6) "Pen" means any cage, fenced-in plot, or other enclosure

in which animals are held .
(7) "Waterfowl" means any migratory bird of family Anatidae

(wild ducks, geese, brant and swans), .
(8) "Wild animal" means any mammal, bird, fish or other

creature of a wild nature endowed with sensation and the power
of' voluntasy motion .,

Hi story : Cs., Register. April, 1478, No . 268, eff', 5-1-78; xenum . (1) to (5) to be
(2), (8), (7), (1),(6), cr, (3) to (5), Register, January, 1994, No, 457, eff.. 2-1-94 ; ec:
(intro.), Re gister ; April, 1999 No,. 520, eff. 5-1-99 .

NR 16.01 Deer farm fence specifications. (1) Deer
farm boundary fence construction, replacement or repairs shall
comply with the following minimum specifications :

(a) Minimum size. T'kiere may not be less than 1/2 acre of land
within the area enclosed as a licensed deer fazm „

(b) Fence heighx. 1„ Seven foot10 inch woven wuefence or
high tensile deer fence is required on deer farms licensed for all
species of' Ceividae except the genera listed in subd 2. The top 6
inches of'the fence may be single strand high tensile smooth wue .

2.. Six foot woven wire fence or high tensile deer fence is
required on deer farms licensed for species of the following gen-
era: HYDROPOTES ; chinese water deer ; MOSCHUS, musk
deer ; MUNTIACUS, muntjacs ; PUDU, pudus

(c) Wood posts.. The minimum length for wood post is 12 feet .
The tons ofline post may not be less than 4 inches in diametez• .. The
tops of corner and gate posts may not be less than 6 inches in
diameter, .

(d) Steel or iron posts . The minimum length for steel or iron
post is 11 feet or 10 feet for T post .

(e) Post spacing.. 1 .. The maximum distance between posts for
standazd woven wire fences is 12 feet .

2 : The maximum distance between posts fox high tensile
heavily galvanized deer fencing is 20 feet .

(f) Woven wire.. Mesh and gauge .
1, Fourteen and one half gauge wire, may not have a mesh

larger than 36 sq .. in .
2. Twelve and one halfgauge wire, may not have a mesh

larger than 48 sq, in..

NR 16 71 Definitions.
NR 1672 Natural body of water permit appli cation fees.
NR 16,73 Applicantpeimitproceduresforuseofnatiualbodiesofwaterfor fi sh

fazms,
NR 16 ,74 Department dete:minati ons ,
NR 16. 75 Enforcement .

3 . Eleven gauge ox heavier wire, may not have a mesh lazgex
than 48 sq , in .

4 , Adjoining s4ips or widths of woven wire shall be securely
fastened together at intervals not exceeding 4 f'eet.

(g) Staples. Nine-gauge staples should be used which are of
a 1 . 5 inches minimum size ,. The staple shall securely hold the
fence to the post and allow for free movement of ' horizontalline
wue .

(h) High tensile deer ,fencang wire. 1 .. Wire size and coating ,
a . Horizontal line wires may not be less than 2 .50 mm in size and
shall be heavily galvanized medium tensile wue „

b Vertical stay wires may not be less th an2.50 mm in size and
shall be heavily galvan ized medium tensile wue ,

a Knot wire shall be 224 mm heavily galvanized mild steel .

2 . Mesh size : a.. Mesh size shall have a maximum of' 6 inches
space between all vertical stay wires ,

b : The hoYizontalline wires shall begraduated with a maxi-
mum wire graduation of 4 inches for the bottom 1 foot of the
fence ; 6.5 inches f'or the next 2 feet of ' fence height; 8 .5 inches for
the top 5 feet of 'fence height .

(i) Installation procedures . The fence shall be installed on the
animal side of the post except when completing corners .

(2) ExC EP'iiorrs. The use of materials, other than those speci-
fied in this section for, deer fazrn boundary fence constructionmay
bepermitted by the secretary if found to exceed minimum specifi-
cations and sufficient to hold the deer inside the enclosure .

(3) Ho LnirrG rErr. In addition to the boundary fence, all deer
farms with commercially raised deer shall have a holding pen for
the confinement of animals and suitable for tuberculosis testing of
the an imal . The specifications for a holding pen are :

(a) Size . The holding pen structure shall be o fan adequate size
to allow for the confinement of 'the commercially raised deer to be
safely tested .. The structure design shallallow adequate handling
of the commercially raised deer so that the deer can be directed
into the alleyway an d chute or restraining pen foxtesring.

(b) Fence heighx The fence shall be a minimum of 6 feet in
hPiah t'a'" .., . . . . . .

(c) Alleywa,y. The alleyway shall be of' sufficient design to
allow the guiding of animals into a chute or restraining pen.
, (d) Chute or restraining pen .. The chute or' xestcaining pen shall
be capable of ' holding commercially raised deer for, tuberculosis
tes ting .

(e) Inadequate facilities . If the holdingpen design does not
allow for adequate handling and testing of the commercially
raised deer, the licensee may be ordexed by the department to
construct a new holding pen: When ordered to construct a new
holding pen, the licensee shall have 30 days to complete construo-
tion .

History : Cr. Register, April, 1958, No . 28, eff' 5-1-58; renum. from WCD 16 01
to be NR 16 .01 and am. (2), Register, April, 1971, No, 184, eff, 5-1-71 ; am(1)
(intxo .), (a) to (g), (2), cr, (1) (h), (i), (3), Register, .January,1994, No. 457, eff . 2-1-94
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NR 16 . 02 Game farms . (1) ArrLicnTiorr. This section
applies to all game farms as pxovided in s 29,867, Stats ., including
commercial operations, shooting game farms and hobb,yists . The
owner or lessee ofany lands within the state suitable for the bxeed-
ing and propagating of game birds or animals as may be approved
by the department shall have the xight upon complying with this
section, to establish, operate and maintain a game bird and animal
farm for the purpose of breeding, propagating, killing and selling
game birds and game animals on such lands . On areas where the
hunting oi killing of' wild animals is to be permitted, the game farm
license shall only include species listed in s, 29,001 (30), (36) and
(39), Stats .

(2) SizE OF HUNTING OR KILLING nxBas No game faim license
shall be issued for any land area larger than 640 contiguous acres
or less than 80 contiguous acres where hunting, trapping or killing
of' wiid animals is allowed, except fbx such land areas licensed as
game farms prior to the effective date of this subsection ..

(3) MIGRATORY BIRD DISPOSAL „ No person shall import, export
or sell wateifowl or other migratory bixds ' without compliance
with federal regulations except captive-xeared mallard ducks,
alive or dead, or their eggs may be acquired, transported, exported
but not imported and disposed of by any person without a permit
provided such ducks are properly marked as specified within the
f'edexal xegulations .

(4) WILDLIFE F EE ASS ESSMENI In addition to an annual license
fee, signs and expense payment for the inspection board, each
applicant shall pay to the department a specified sum of'mone,y fox
each wild animal found on the lands which are desired for pYOpa-
gation .. The fee assessed fbi each animal shall be the amount estab-
lished in s 29.977 (1), Stats .

(5) PEN xEQtnxEMENi:. (a) When individual animals licensed
under s . 29 867, Stats ., are confined to an area which does not
exceed one-fotuthacYe in size, the standards established in s . NR
1610 (10) and (11) shall appiy .

(b) A person licensed prior to the enactment of'these regula-
rions shall be exempt from the pen requirement criteiia .

(c) ` Variation in pen construction other than specified shall be
submitted to the department and may be approved by the depart-
ment if' found to comply with the intent and purpose ofthis sec-
tion.

(d) All waterfowl bred, propagated or held on a game farm
licensed puisuant to this section shall be enclosed within a cov-
ered pen by the licensee throughout the open season for hunting
watetf'owl in the state when written or oral notice is given to the
licensee by the department or its agents .

(6) WATERFOWL DISEASE CONSIDERATIONS In add itio n to th e
aboverequuements and pursuant to s .. 29 .879, Stats ., if the depart-

ment determines that any species of waterfowl licensed under this

section may pose potential threat to native wildlife populations
due to disease transmittal or other factors, the department may

prescribe additional requirements including :

(a) If'a contagious disease is suspected, all birds exposed to the
disease shall be quarantined until certified fiee of' contagious dis-
ease by a qualified veterinary authori ,ty .

(b) Separate pens for individual species and/ot specific num-
bers ofbudS:.

(c) Approved veterinary medicines or vaccines,.

(d) Yeat-azound covered pens .
Hi story : Cr. Register, April, 1958, No. 28, eff'.. 5-1-58 ; Cr., (1), Register, Novem-

bes, 1959, No . 47, eff, 12-1-59 ; am. Register, August, 1961, No . 68, eff . 9-1-61 ;
renum„ from WCD 16, 02 to be NR 16 ..02, and am, (1) and (2), Register, April, 1971,
No . 184, cff, 5-1-71 ; r, and recr . Register, September, 1972, No. 201, eff, 10-1-72;
am . (2) (d) and r, : and recr. (3), Register, July, 1976, No. 247, eff. 8-1-76; r. and recr .
Register, April, 1978, No. 268, eff. 5-1-78 ; am. (4) (a) to (f), Register, September,
1983, No 333, eff . 10--1-83; am. ( 1 ), Register, July, 1987, No . 379, eff 8-1-87 ; am
(4) (intro .), r. (4) (a) to (f), Register, July, 1988, No 391, eff 8-1-88; corrections in
( 1 ) and (4) to (6) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7 ., Stats., Regste c; April, 1999, No.
520.
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NR 16 . 10 Wildlife exhibits . (1) ArrLIcnTTOrr . This sec-
tion applies to wildlife exhibits and wildlife exhibit licenses pro-
vided in s . 29.877, Stats .

(3) APPLICATION F OR LICENS E Application fOT ' WllClllfe exhibit

licenses shall be on forms prepared and fiunished by the secretary

and shall show:

(a) The name and address of the applicant .
(b) The location of the proposed exhibit, including a legal

description ofthe land and the approximate area devoted to the
entire eachibit Traveling exhibits shall include their itinerary and
dates of exhibition ,

(c) The species and number of' wild animals to be exhibited .
(d) The source fiom which wild animals are to obtained„ If

already in possession, include the license number under which
they are possessed .

(e) Specifications of the pens and shelters provided for each
kind of' wild animal .

(4 ) TRAVELING WILDIdFE EXHIBII'S Applications for, traveling

wildlife exhibits having pen specifications that do not comply

with the minimums required in sub. (11) may be appioved by the
secretary pxovided all other rules of wildlife exhibits are complied

with .

(5) S TOCK TO BE LEGALLY OBIAINED, A ll animals and birds
retained in a wildlife exhibit shall have been obtained in a lawful
mannex• . Evidence of lawful possession, such as the receipted
invoice, bill of'lading or similaz evidence of'the source from which
any wild animal was obtained, shall be presented for inspection to
any department officer upon request . All wild animals covered by
license shall be made available fbx inspection upon demand of'the
department off'icer.

(6) DisrLaY OF LtCErrsE . Any person to whom a license for
wildlife exhibit is issued shall publicly display such license at the
place the exhibit is kept .

(7) LasEts . Each pen shall be labeled for the inf'oYrnation of'
the public with the proper common name, in English, of'the wild
animals therein confined .

(8) FEEDitvG . (a) R egulac feeding schedules for such wild ani-
mals shall be maintained by the licensee and the rations supplied
shall be adequate to maintain proper strength and healthy appeaz-
ance in such animals and, so fax as possible, consistent with the
food which is ordinarily eaten by such animals in a wild state..

(b) Fresh water shall be kept in pens by the licensee at all times,
unless removed f'or sanitary reasons when it shall be supplied at
intervals of not over 4 houYS from sunrise to sunset . Drinking
fountains and other receptacles shall be kept clean and in a sani-
tazy condition. Pxopex signs shall be conspicuously posted on pens
and enclosures requesting the public to refYain from annoying the
animals or feeding them unless specified foods are provided for
this purpose..

(9) TREATMENT AND SANITATION (a) All animals so retained

Sliaii be aiaiiui2u in a i u.Tiai2 iiiaiiTiOi and iC2 Yi i22, as iFu' as pvS-
sible, from parasites, sickness or disease and when afflicted or
unsightly shall be removed from public display by the owner and
given proper medical attention or be destroyed in a humane man-
nex.,

(c) All pens shall be cleaned daily and said pens and their sur-
roundings shall be kept in a sanitary and attractive condition, free
from offensive odors:. All dens or shelter boxes shall have a venti-
lator and shall be vented in such manner as to prevent a dtaf't .

(d) The wildlife exhibit shall have no paper, cartons, tin cans,
bottles, garbage of any kind, animal excrement or other debris
within 100 feet ofany pen unless the same shall be contained in
a suitable metal gazbage containex with covex, the contents of
which shall be emptied and taken away daily .

~ , .

Registet ; April, 1999, No.. 520
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(10) PErrs AND xousrrrG. (a) All wild animals held in captivity
in wildlife exhibits shall be confined at all times in pens of such
str ength and type of' constcuction that it will be impossible for said
animals to escape and at no time shall animals be chained or other-
wise tethered to stakes, posts, tr ees, buildings, or other anchorage .

(b) All pens confining carnivorous animal s and such other ani-
mals that may be a hazard to public safety shall be surrounded on
the side or sides where the public may approach them by substan-
tial guard rails not less than 36" in height , Such guard rails shall
be well supported an d full ,y enclosed with 36" woven wire stock
fencing and shall be erected not less th an 4 feet fr om the pens in
which the animals are confined.. Such pens, guard rails and fenc-
ing shall be kept in good repair at all times and all gates an d doors
shall be kept securely locked.

(c) All such pens sha ll be provided with rain-proof ' dens, nest
boxes, shelters and beddi ng of sufficient size and quantity to pro-
tect the animals kept therein from inclement weather or the direct
rays o f the sun.

- (11 ) MINIlVILTM PEN SPECIFICAIIONS Pens shall be constructed
to comply with the following minimum specifications unless an
exception is granted pursuant to sub . (12) .

(a) Deer of'any species. 1 . Not more than 3 deer may be held
together in one pen unless additional space is pxovided .

2 .: Deer farm licensee may exhibit not to exceed 4 fawn deer
not conf ined in any manner from June 1 to the opening date of' the
bow and arrow season for deer in that coun ty, provided that such
fawn deer have been first ear tagged by the department with tags
furnished free of' chazge,

3. Floor.. Natural soil, well diained.
4 . Space , a . 400 sq , f't ,

b.. 100 sq.. f't.. for each additional animal .
S , Fencing . Deer faYrn fence specif ication shall be requued .
6 : Height . Deer faxm height specification sha ll be requued .
7 . Shelter Weatherproof shelter with roof and 3 walls and

floor space of ' 24 square feet pex animal shall be pxovided .
(b) Buffalo, elk, moose and similar animals . 1 . Fenced area .
a. Deex` farm fence specifications s. NR 16.01 shall be

required except the minimum fence height for buffalo shall be 5
feet ,

b . The "safety fence" defined in sub .. (10) (b) shall be
constructed where needed or in lieu thereof may be constructed
inside the enclosure of ' sufficient strength and design to carry out
the purpose and intent of such "safety f 'ence" ..

2. The use of "rubbing posts" for the well-being of these ani-
mals is recommended . Wooden posts 7 feet long and 10 inches or
more in diameter are set in the ground to a depth of 4 feet with 3
feet exposed . Posts may be placed singly in a group of 3 in a
triangle 6 feet apaYt .

(c) Bear and cougar. 1 . No more than 2 adults and their off-
spring of the yeaz may be held together in one pen„ Pen must be
enclosed completely, including a top .

2 . Floox . Concrete 4 inches thick .
3 . Space,. 200 sq . ft . for one animal; an additional 100 sq , ft...

for 2 animals an d their young of the year
4 : Framework for the walls and top : 2-inch iron pipe or

2-inch x 2-inch angle iron with all upright members set 2 feet
deep in concrete'.

5 : Walls.. 9-gauge fencing with mesh no greater th an 2-inch
diameter, fastened at the bo ttom at each 4-inch interval to hoxi-
zontal crossbar, 1-inch x 3/8-inch in cross section, welded at the
ends to the vertical framework of' the pen ; or vertical steel bars or
rods o f1/2-inch diameter, spaced no gr eater th an 2 inches apart,
set 4 inches deep in concrete, and having at ever~y 36-inch interval
above the floor ~a horizontal ciossbaz, 1-inch x/g in cross section
welded to each vertical baz ; or 3 walls may be of ' cement block,
stone or concrete constcuction ..

6 . Height , a. Beac - 6 ft .
b . Cougaz - 10 f't .
7 . Top : Materials : Concrete, stone, cement block, or 9-gauge

fencing .
8 . Perches . A minimum of 2 perches measuring 2 f't , x 5 f't.

should be provided fox each cougar :.
9 . Shelter - Concrete, stone or cement block, inside dimen-

sions 4 ft . x 6 ft , x 4 f't . high.. Den shall be built outside of' pen with
gate to lock an imal, either in or out of ' den, to permit cleaning and
h andling .

(d) Timber wolf and coyote. 1 . Not more than 2 adults, and
these must be of the same species, or one pair and their offspring
of the yeaz, may be held together in one pen.. The pen as required
herein must have an escape-proof top completely enclosed ; how-
ever, additional but not required exexcise yards do not require
enclosed tops .

2 . Floor. Concrete, 4 inches thick . Additional exercise yard
may be provided on natural soil, well drained .

3 Space . a. Timbexrovoif : 300 sq . ft ,
b . Coyote : 144 sq . ft:,
c .. Provided by rectangular or cuculaY fence stcucture .
4 . Walls , a. Timber wolf': 9-gauge chain-link fence with mesh

no gxeaterthan 2 inches .
b Coyote : 14-gauge woven or welded wire with mesh no

greatex than 1-inch x 2 inches ..
c .: Additional exercise yards must be const ructed of the same

wall matexials .. Bottom of the wall to extend 6 inches beneath
ground surface connecting to a 3-foot width of 12-gauge woven
or welded wire which shall extend parallel and beneath the ground
surface toward the inside of' the pen ..

5 . Height , a . Top enclosed - 6 ft
b . Top not enclosed - 9 f 't .
6 . Top. 14-gauge woven or welded wire with mesh no greater

than 2 inches .
7 . Sheiter. Weatherproof den box, wood, concrete, stone or

cement block, inside dimensions 4 f 't., x 6 ft . x 4 f't , high for timber
wolfand 3 ft, x 4 f't. x 3 ft high for coyote :.

(e) Bobcat (wildcat) and lyrcz . 1 . Not more than 2 adults, and
these must be o f the same species, or one pair and their offspring
may be held together in one pen . Pen must have escape-proof top
completely enclosed .:

2 . Floor Concrete 4 inches thick„
3 . Space . 144 sq , ft with cuculaz construction recommended .
4.. Walls and top . l2-gauge woven or welded wire with mesh

no gxeater than 2 inches .
5 . Height . 10 f't.
6. Shelter. Weatherproof den box, wood, concrete, stone ox

cement block, inside dimensions 3 f 't, x 4 f't„ x 3 f't..
7 . Perches . A minimum of' 2 perches measuring 1 ft, x 2 f t

should be provided for each an imal .
(f) Red fox, gray fox or mutations fisher and pine mar2in. 1 .

;~~••r more than 2 adults, S^u Y.ti:: S0 must be nf wha 52..... species, and
their offspring of the yeaz, may be held together in one pen unless
additional space is pxovided . Pen must be enclosed completely,
including axop .

2 Floor . Concrete 4 inches thick, or gravel or sand 4 inches
deep with 16-gauge wi r e mesh base, or raised floor of ' 16-gauge
fur-faxrn netting with hexagonal mesh no greater than i-inch .
Raised floor , shall include a board runway 1-inch x 6 inches the
length of the pen ,

3 . Space. Concrete gravel or s and floox. a.. 120 sq , ft ,
b. 8 sq.. ft. each additional animal
3m . Space Raised floor a. 50 sq f't :
b . 4 sq. ft. each additional animal

3x . Cuculax construction recommended .

Register, Apxil, 1 999, No . 520
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4 . Wa11s and top. Material : 16-gauge fiu-facrn netting with
mesh no greater than 1-inch .

5 , Height , a . Concrete gravel or sand floor - 6 f 't
b.. Raised floor - 3 f 't.
6 . Shelter.. Weatherproof den box 2 ft, x 3 f't. x 2 ft . high

(g) Opossum, porcupine, raccoon, skunk and woodchuck 1
Not more th an 3 adults, and th ese must be of the same species, or
one pair and theiroffspYing of'the yeaz, may be held together in one
pen unless additional space is provided

2 Floox . Concrete 4 inches thick, gravel or sand 4 inches deep
with 16-gauge wire mesh base, or raised 16-gauge fur-faxrn net-
ting with mesh no greater than 1-inch .

3 ; Space. Concrete, gravel or sand floor„ a 30 sq . ft ,
b . 10 sq . f 't., for each additional animal ..
3m . Space . Raised floor - 20 sq., f 't
3x.. Cuculax construction recommended ..
4. Walls . 16-gauge fiu-fairn netting with mesh no gxeatex

than 1-inch, built with metal fiames .
5 .. Height , a . Concrete, gravel or san d floor - 6 f't „
b . Raised floor - 3 ft .

6 . Top .. Same as walls, completely enclosed or top 2 f 't., of
walls with sheet metal or other nonclimbing mateY ial ..

7 . Shelter. Weatheiproof' den box 2 f 't.. x 3 ft . x 2 ft.. high
(h) Beaver and otter. 1 . Notmore than 2 adults, and these must

be of`the same species, and their off'spt9ng of' the year, may be held
together in one pen unless addi tional space is pcovided . Pen must
have escape-pioof top either completely enclosed or have the top
2 feet of the walls covered with sheet metal or othet nonclimbing
material

2.. Floor.. The floor must be constructed containing a water
tr ough 6 ft , long, 2 f 't , deep and 4 f 't . wide at top, with top of ' trough
at floor level and drain at bottom .

3 . Matex9al . Concrete 4 inches thick
4 . Space; a. 100 sq , ft ,
b 1 0 sq , ft. for each additional animal .
5 . Wa11s . Material : 14-gauge woven or welded fence or net-

ting, with mesh no greater than 1 inch x 2 inches .
6. Height . 6 f t
7 .. Shelter . Weatheiproof den box 2 f 't . x 3 f't.. x 2 ft , high .
8 . Water supply. Water shall be drained at fiequent intervals

to provide clean and sanit ar y conditions
(i) Badger. 1 .. Not more than 3 adults or one pair and their off-

spring of' tkte year may be held together in one pen unless addi-
tional space is provided. Pen must have escape proo f top either
completely enclosed or have the top 2 feet of the walls covered
with sheet metalbi other nonclimbing matetial ,

2. Floor . Mater i al: Concrete 4 inches thick.
3 .. Space .. a. 100 sq . ft ,
b . 6 sq .. ft, f'or each additional animal .
4 .. lx7ali ss 2TauivY, . 14-gause vJv'vi,aiviv✓ciu2ui2iiC2vi'Ta2iiiTig,

with mesh no greater than 1-inch, built with metal fi ames using
1-inch pipe or 2 inch x 2 inch angle iron .

5 ,. Shelter. Weatlieipxoof' den box 2 ft, x .3 ft , x 2 ft .. high .
(j) Weasel, mink, and muskrats . 1 . Weasel and muskrat : Not

more than 3 adults or, one pair and their offspiing of the ,year may
be held together in one pen unless additional space is provided ,
Pen must have escape-proof ' top either completely enclosed or
have the top 2 feet of ' the walls covered with sheet metal or other
nonclimbing mateci al :

2 .. Mink: Only one an imal per pen.. Pen must have escape-
proof' top .

3 . Floor„ Material: 4-inch concrete or a raised floor using
hazdwaie ,cloth with mesh no greater than 1/2-inch.
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4. Space , a. Weasel and muslaat: 15 sq , f't ..; 5 sq.. f't . for each
additional animai.

b . Mink : 6 sq . f't,
5 . Walls and top ., Material : hardware cloth with mesh not

greater than , a . 1/2-inch for weasel .
b ,. 1-inch for mink and musiffat..
6.. Shelter,. Weatheiproof' den box 1 f 't .. sq

(k) Rabbits and hares . i . Not more than one pau and their off-
spring of the year may be held togethex in one pen unless addi-
tional space is provided . Pen must be completely enclosed, includ-
ing a top .,

2. Floox . A raised floor is to be used .. 16-gauge fiu-farm net-
ting with mesh no greater than 1/2-inc h

3 . Space , a . 20 sq.. f 't ,
b . 3 sq . ft . each additional animal.
4 : Walls and top ., 18-gauge fiu-farm netting or hardware

cloth, with mesh no greater than 1 /2-inch .
5 : Height . 3 f't :
6.. Shelter. Weathexproof ' den box, 1 f 't , x 1- 1 /2ft, x 1 ft.. high ..

(L) Tr e e squirrels, ground squirrels, and chapmunks . 1 ,. Not
more than 3 individuals, or one pair and their offspring of' the year,
may be held together in one pen unless additional space is pro-
vided. Pen must have escape-proof ' top either completely
enclosed orhaue the top 2 feet of the walls covered with sheet
metal or other nonclimbing matexial .

2 . Floox. Material : Dirf, gravel or concrete 4 inches thick, or
raised floor, using hardware cloth with mesh no gxeater than
1 /2-inch..

3 . Space .. a . 16 sq , f't.,
b.. 3 sq.. f 't , each additional animal .
4. Walls and top. 18-gauge fiu-f 'acrn netti ng with mesh no

g~eater than 1-inch or hardware cloth with mesh not greater than
~/2-inch .

5 . Height . 4 ft .
6 .. Sheltei .. Weatherproof' den box, i ft , sq .

(m) Waterfowl. 1 . Not more th an 2 pairs of adults ox one pair
and their offspring of the year may be held together in one pen
unless additional space is provided .

2 . Floox .. Natural soil, well diained ,.
3 . Space . Ducks , a. 24 sq , f't „
b,: 4 sq; f 't , each additional bud .
3m. Space .. Geese or brant .. a . 120 sq .. f't ,
b .. 8 sq .: f't , each additional bud ..
3x.. Swans r a , 130 sq, ft.
b . 12 sq , f't.: each additional bud .
4„ Wa11s . 20-gauge woven wire with mesh no greater than 2

inches .
5 .. Height. 6 f't.. including portion which may be buried

beneath ground surf 'ace.
6 . Top . 20-gauge woven wire or plastic with mesh no greater

.iiaii 2 iuCii2S .

7 Shelter. Weatheiproof' shelter with roof and 3 walls and
floor space of 8 sq , f't. per pair ofbirds in pen, or, a lean-to furnish-
ing equivalent space and protection .

8 . Watersupply . Pens shall be provided with an adequate and
constant water supply easily accessible to the wateifowl and
cleaned and drained daily:

(n) Pheasants and ruffed grouse , 1 . Not more than 2 adults
or onepair and their offspring may be held in one pen unless addi-
tional space is provided. Pen must have top completely enciosed .

2 ,. Flooi ., a . Natural soil, well drained
b.. Cover crops consis ting of' dwazf-essex iape, dwacf ' sun-

flower, grain sorghum or similat types are recommended f'or
pheasant reacing
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3 . Space . a . 20 sq. f't,
b . 4 sq, ft . fox each additional bud .
4 . Wa11s . 20-gauge woven wire with mesh no greater than 2

inches, the lower 2 ft of'which shall be 16-gauge woven wirewith
mesh no greater than 1-inch .

5 . Height . 6 f 't , including portion which may be bur i ed
beneath ground sucface .

6 . Top . 20-gauge woven wire or plastic with mesh no greater
than 2 inches ..

7 .. Shelter. Weatherproof shelter with ioof' and 3 walls an d
floor space of' 8 sq , f 't , per pair of birds in pen or a lean-to fiunish-
ing equivalent space and protection.

(o) Quail, Chukar parZridge and Hungarian partridge . 1 . Not
more than 2 adults or one pair and their offspYing may be held
together in one pen unless additional space is provided . Pen must
have top . completely enclosed .

2 Floor Wire, wood, concrete or natural soil, well drained
or raised floor constructed with 1 /2-inch hardware cloth, 3 feet
above ground surface .

3 . Space a„ 3 sq , f't,
b . One sq , ft , for each additional bud .

4 . Walls and top . 20-gauge woven wire with mesh no greater
than one inch .

5 . Shelter.: Weatherproof shelter with roof and 3 sides, 2 ft
x 3 ft. x 3 f 't ,. high or a lean-to fiunishing equivalent space an d
protecrion

(p) Turkeys andpeafowl :. 1 . Not more th an 2 pairs ofadults,
or one pair and their offspring of the yeaz may be held together in
one pen unless additional space is provided . Top shall be com-
pletely enclosed.

2. Floor.. Natural soil, well drained .

3 . Space : a . 100 sq ft ..
b. 8 sq , ft . for each additional bud .

4 Walls and top . 18-gauge woven wire with mesh not greater
than 2 inches .

5 . Sheltex . A weatherproof shelter with a roof and 3 sides ..

(q) Eagles, hawks, falcons and owls . 1 .. Not more than 2 adults
or one pair and their offspiing of the year may be held together in
one pen ,Pen must have escape-pioof' top .

2 . Floor. 2 inches of ' pea gravel, well drained .

3 . Space. a . Hawks, falcons and owls - 250 sq . ft.
b . Eagles - 400 sq . ft ,
a . Cixcular construction xecommended .

4. Wa11s . A minimum of'2 walls shall be cons tructed of 'wood.
The xemaindet shall consist of ' ver tical baYS spaced nacrower, than
the width of the bird's body completely covered on the outside by
20-gauge woven or welded wire with mesh no greater than one
inch or 18-gauge welded wi r e fabric with mesh no greater than
one inch.

5 . Height , a . Hawks, falcons and owls - 8 f t
b . Eagles - 12 ft.

6 .. Top.. Wood or 18-gauge welded wire fabric with mesh no
gxeater, than one inch or combination of wood and wue . Wire
construction requires additional woven nylon netting with mesh
no greatex than one inch installed a minimum of 7 inches below
and parallel to the wiresucf 'ace.

7 . Water supply Fresh water shall be provided daily , A mini-
mum of one suitable container for each bird,2 to 6 inches deep and
wider than the length of' the bird shall be require d

8 . Perches . a . Falcons - A minimum of one shelf-type perch,
one ft , wide and covered with artificial riu f or similar mater i als ,

b. Hawks, owls and eagles - A minimum of ' 2 perches shal l
be required for each bird consis ti ng of a tr ee limb which shall be

NR 16. 1 0

covered with natuYal ba i k or hemp rope . The diameter of the cov-
ered perch shall conform to the bird's foot.

9 . Marking , a . Raptors held under a permit shall weaz a num-
bered non-reusable marker supplied by the fish an d wildlife ser-
vice,

b . The marker must be attached to the raptor immediately
upon acquisirion ,

c . It shall be unlawful to alter, counterfeit or deface a mazker
except that permittees may remove the xeax tab on mazkexs and
may smooth any imperfect suiface provided the integrity of the
marker and numbering are not affected .

10 . It is recommended that beaks and talons be inspected and
filed down as necessary each month

11 . It is recommended that foothealth and overall body condi-
tion be inspected at frequent intexvals .

12 . It is recommended that parti tions to provide escape from
public view be provided .

(r) Other birds or animals.. 1 . Not more than 5 adults, or 1 pau
and their offspring of the yeaz may be held together in one pen,
unless additional space is pxovided .

2 . Floor Natural soil or 4 inches of' gravel or s and, well
dY ained

3 . Space .. a .. 100 sq . ft ,
b . 10 sq. ft , for each additional animal .

4 . Wall s and top ,. 20-gauge woven wire with mesh not greater
than 1-inch.. Top completely enclosed . A board shelter 18 inches
high shall be built around the bottom sides o f the pen to prevent
current dxaf't.

5 . Shelter . Weatherproof shelter house shall have a top and
3 sides, 2 f 't , x 3 ft . x 3 f't.. high ..

(12) GErrE xnr. Exc E nriorr. The use of o ther materials or vaz ia-
tion in pen or fence construction other than specified in this sec-
rion shall be submitted to the secretary and may be permitted if
found to comply , with the intent and purpose of these xules ..

(13) Excsr7iorr. When wild animals are to be exhibited
within a fenced area comprised of 40 acres or more and having
adequate f'acilities for vehiculaz traffic, th e pen and safety fence
requirements contained in subs . (10) and (11) may be waived by
th e secretary if the following conditions are met :

(a) The outside fence meets the applicable requirements of s .
NR 16,. 10 :.

(b) Vehicles are restricted to tr aveling on a well-def ined road-
way;

(c) Viewers are confined to and remain in cars, trucks or simi-
laxly enclosed vehicles ;

(d) The doors and windows of' viewers' vehicles remain closed
at all times when the vehicles are within the enclosure ;

(e) Viewers are prohibited from feeding the animals ;
(f) A speed limit of 10 miles per hotu or less is established

within the enclosed area;
(g) The licensee has a safe procedure for removing vehicles

which have br oker, down i i oiri the ericias~e;

(h) The licensee maintains adequate liability insurance naming
the department and its employes as an additional named insuced .

(13m) NoiicE S, The licensee shall be required to post notice s
and verbally inform viewers of conditions sub .. (13) (b) through
(g) and to enforce these conditions within the enclosed area . Fail-
ure by the licensee to meet and enforce any one of 'these condi ti ons
shall be sufficient cause for revocation of the wildlife exhibit
license..

History: Cr. Register, Apiil, 1958, No . 28, eff 5-1-58; Cr,, (11) (p), Register,
November, 1959, No , 47, eff. 12-1-59; renum. from WCD 16 . 10 to be NR 16 . 10 and
am . (3) infro . paz., (4), (5), (11) (a) 2a and (n) 5 , and (p)1 . intr o , par, Register, April,
1971, No . 184, eff 5-1-71 ; cr. (12), Register, April, 1976, No 244, eff. 5-1-76 ; r.
(2), r. and recr; (i l), renum.. (12) to be (13) and cr. (12), Register, Ap:i1,1978, No , 268,
eff 5-1-78 ; r„ and recc. (3) (d) 3, Register, August, 1979, No. 284, eff'. 9-1-79 ; r. (9)
(b), Register, July,1988, No . 391, eff 8-1-88; corrections made under s .. 13„ 93 (2m)
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(b) 1 ., Stau ., Register, February, 1996, No. 482; co rrection in (1) made under s.
13. 93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., R egistei ; Apri1, 1999, No. 520.

Subchapter II - Permitting the Use of Natural Bodies
of Water as Fish Farms

NR 16 . 70 Purpose and applicab i l ity. (1) PURPOSE .
The purpose of this subchapter is to establish fees, criteria and pro-
ceduixes to be used f'ox permitting the use of natural bodies ofwatex
as fish farms as requued under s .. 29333 (2) (f), Stats .

(2) APPr.:ICA&iLi'rY The provisions of this subchapter are

applicable to :

(a) Fish faxms and state-owned hatcheries located in or pro-
posed to be located in freeze-out ponds .

(b) Natural bodies ofwater that were licensed as a private fish
hatchery or licensed as a part of' a private fish hatchery in 1997,

(c) A freeze-out pond or more than one fieeze-out pond tha t
is proposed as a fish farm at the time of' application and is located
on the same contiguous parcel of' propeYt,y under the same owner-
ship or leasehold, :

History : Cr., Register; Apri1 , 1999, No. 520, eff. 5-1-99.

NR 16 . 71 Definitions . In this subchapter :
(1) "Barrier equipped" means the placement ofa structure or

device which prevents the movement of fish or bait from a fish
farm to a natural body ofwater.

(2) "Freeze-out pond" has the meaning specified in s : 29„001
(29), Stats..

(3) "Natural body ofwater" means any spring, stream, pond,
lake or wetland that was historically present in a natural state but
may have been physically altered over time and has not been per-
mitted as an artificial and private water body under ch .. 30 or 31,
Stats .

(4) "Preexisting fish rearing facility" has the meaning speci-
fied in s .. 29.001 (64), Stats .

(5) "Txansfei of' pexrnit" means the conveyance of a permit
from one party to another as a result of change in ownership or
leasehold interest of a fish faYrn.

(6) "Wetland" has the meaningspecified under s: 23 :32, Stats .
Note: F'or purposes of'this subchapter, a natural body of water does not include

a physically altered body of water that has been permitted as an artificial and private
body of water under ch . 3 0 or 31, Stats .

History : Cr ., Registei; Apcil, 1999, No. 520, eff'„ 5-1-99.

NR 16.72 Natural body of water permit application
fees . Permit application fees for the use ofnatiual bodies of
water for fish farms for a period of 10 ,yeaxs shall be as follows :

(1) Permit applicants for natural bodies ofwater reauthorized
for use as fish farms under s . 29 .733 (2) (b) and (c), Stats ., shall
pay a non-refundable renewal fee of' $50 .00 .

(2) Permit applicants for the initial use offreeze-out ponds as
fish farms shall pay a$500„OO non-ref'undable permit application
f'ee .

(3) Recipients of' peiznit transfers shall pay a non-refundable
alTm it rr angfPrfQP. nf$ 100 . QQ. ~The axt,nir ati on ~r,lat,a of t~h e or i aoin. ---permit » .'.,•• " . .

perrnit shall remain in effect for the transfeired permit .
History : Cr., Regicter, April, 1999, No. 520, eff'. 5-1-99.

NR 16.73 Applicant permit procedures for use of
natural bodies of water for fish farms. (1) For permits
reauthorized under s .. 29,733 (2) (b), Stats ., the applicant shall
complete and submit an application form provided by the depart-
ment and the appropriate peYmit fee within 60 days from May 1,
1999 .

(2) For renewal of permits under s„ 29 .733 (2) (c), Stats,., the
applicant shall submit a new application to° the department not
more than 16 months before the expiration date of the permit
granted under this chaptex but not less than 2 months from the
expiration date ofthe permit .
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(3) Applications for, permits under this subchapter shall
include documents verifying all of the following :

(a) The land that is riparian to the body ofwateY is owned,
leased or controlled by the owners of the fish f'azm.

(b) None of'the owners of the fish farm or of the riparian lands
provides access to the body of water to the public by means ofan
easement or other right-of way or by means ofa business open to
the public, except that the ownei s of the fish farm may allow fish-
ing by the public for a f'ee .

(c) Documentation that the natural body of water may be a
freeze-out pond or that the natural body ofwater is a preexisting
fish rearing facility that is barrier equipped .

(d) Copies of any other, ppermits or -authorization requued by
ch . 30 or 31, Stats., the .Army corps of'engineeis and any other fed-
eral, state oxlocal laws and zoning oxdinances .

(e) All applicants shall identify the water source and quantity
used for the fish faxm and whether there is any discharge to a water
of the state .

(f) Any othex information requested by the department to
determine whethex a permit would or would not be granted by the
depaz tment.

Note : Permit application forms are available from the Bureau of Fisheries Man-
agement and Habitat Piotection,101 South Webster St„ P O . Box'7921, Madison, WI
53707 .

(4) The department shall issue a notice ofintent to use a natu-
Yal body of water as a fish hatching or rearing facility that was not
being used as of'Januuy 1, 1998 by the department . The depart-
ment shall comply with all provisions of's . NR 16 :74 before it may
use a natural body of watex as a fish hatching or rearing facility .

Hi story : Cr., RegiStei ; April, 1999, No . 520, eff : 5-1-99.

NR 16 .74 Depa rtment determinations . (1) The
department shall issue a permit for use of a natural body ofwater
as a fish farm or as a part of a fish faim if all requirements of'this
subchapter have been met and if the department determines that
no substantial public interest exists in the body ofwater and that
no public or private rights in the body of water will be adversely
impacted . Among the factors considered, the following are indic-
ative of public rights and interests including but not limited to :

(a) Plant and wild animal habitat or plant and wild animal pop-
ularions .

(b) Threatened or endangered species or their habitat .
(c) Water quality related functional values or uses of' weflands

identified in s.. NR 103 .03 ..
(d) Surface water quality standards identified in chs„ NR 102,

104, 105, 106 and 107 and minimum water quantity requirements
identified in s .. 31 .02, Stats .

(e) The public's right to navigate and associated incidents to
navigation including fishing, swimming, wading and canoeing .

(2) Fish farms may not introduce or propagate any non-nativ e
fish species if the department has determined that having the fish
in that particular self=contained fish rearing facility or preexisting
fish reacing facility will pose a risk ofbeing detrimental to the
waters ofthe state .

(3) Physical improvements or modifications to natural bodies
ofwater used as fish farms shall comply with all federal, state and
local laws and ordinances .

(4) Permits' approved under this subchapter may be trans-
ferred to another party if'the department determines that all condi-
tions of'this subchaptex and s. 29333, Stats , have been satisfied.

(5) The department shall renew permits issued under this sub-
chapter subject to the provisions of' s,. 29 ..733 (2) (c), Stats .

(6) The department shall deny a permit for use of' a natural
body ofwater as a fish facrn or as part of' a fish farm if'the require-
ments of this subchaptex have not been met .

(7) Upon receipt of'a complete permit application, the depart-
ment shall either schedule a hearing ot provide notice stating that
it will proceed onthe application without a heazing ifno substan-
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the wxitten o bj ections to issuan ce of the p exmit i s xeceived w ithin NR 16 .75 Enforcement. The department may suspend or
30 days after publication ox notice. The notice shall be pxovided revoke a permit issued under this subchapter subject to the pxovi-
to news media and other persons according to the procedures in sions of' s .. 29 .733 (2) (e), Stats ,
s .. NR 27 07 ( 1 ) (b ) an d (c) . The department m ay p rov ide notice History : Cr ,:Registei; April, 1999, No. 520, eff. 5-1-99.

to other persons as it deems appropiiate . The department will
assume the cost of' publishing the notice .

History: Cr ,, Registec; April, 1999, No . 520, eff. 5-1-99.
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