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Chapter Comm 57

RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIE S

Subchapter I - General Standards for Residential Occupancies
Comm 57 001 Scope
Comm 5 7 .01 Construction
Co mm 5 7 01 5 Height o f 5i s [ floor abov e grade for she lt e red facilities for battered

w omen .
Co mm 57016 Auto matic fire sprinkler protection
Comm 57 0 2 Allowable height and are a
Co mm 57 0 3 Number and l ocation of exits
Co mm 57 04 Capacity of buildin gs and exits
C omm 57 05 Ty pe of exits
Comm 5706 D oors ,
Comm 57 07 Step s, stairs and shafts
Comm 57 08 Enclosure of inteciot s tairways and shafts
Comm 57 09 Passageway s
Comm 57 10 Illumination of exit s and e xit signs
Comm 57 11 Habit able ro om s with floors b elo w grade
Comm 57 12 Sanitary facilities
Comm 57 13 Windo w s
Comm 5 7145 Occu pancy separations and hazard e n clos ures
Comm 57 15 Fi re protection s ystem s
Co mm 5 7 16 Smo ke detection
Comm 57 165 Smo ke detec tion for CBR F

Note : Chapter Ind 57 as it existed on Decemben3l, 1981 was repealed and a new
ch Ind 57 was created effective 1-1-82, except for s, Ind 57 16 (2) which is effective
1-1-83 ; chapter Ind 57 wasrenumbered to be ch ILHR 57 effective January 1, 1984,

Note : Chapter ILHR 57 was renumbered to be chapter Comm 57 under s 13 93
(2m) (b) 1 . and corrections were made under s . 1 :3 9 3 (2m) (b) 7, Stats , Registei Sep-
tember, 1998, No 51 3

Subchapter I - General Standards for Residential
Occupancies

Comm 57.001 Seope . (1) GErrExai. Except as provide d
in sub . (2), this subchapter applies to all places of abode, includ-
ing, but not limited to :

(a) Apartment buildings, residential condominiums , and
townhouses, that exceed 60 feet in height or 6 stories ;

(b) Motels;M
(c) Hotels ;
(d) Dormitor i es ;
(f) Sheltered facilities for battered women, as specifi ed in s

46 .95, Stats . , serving more than 20 occupants ;
(g) Rooming houses ;
(h) Convents and monasteries ;
(i) Community-based residential facilities serving 9 or more

unrelated adults, and

(j) Community-based facilities located in exist ing buildings
serving more than 20 unrelated adults .

Note ; Sees Comm $1 01 (102a) and 51 01 (114a) for definitions of "places of'
abode" an d iowhouse", respecpvely ,

(2) ExsMprioN S The requirements o f this subchapter shall
not apply to the following :

(a) One- and 2-farriily dwellings;

(b) Buildings or motels, tourist courts and similar occupancies
having separate buildings containing not more than 2 rental units
each ;

(c) Migrant laborcamps ;
(d) Health care facilities ;
(e) Places of detention ;
(f) Community-based residential facilities constructed on or

after the effective date of this section and serving 3 to 8 uruelated
adults;

Co mm 57 17 Fire alazms,
Comm 5 7 1 8 Fire extinguishers
Comm 57 19 Rowh ou se .
Co mm 5 7 20 Access ibi li ty requirements

Subchapter II-Accessibility Standards for Covered Multifamily Housing
Comm 5 7 70 S cope ,
Comm 5 7 71 Purpose
Comm 57 74 Pl an exa minatio n an d department ac ti o n
Comm 57 77 Definitions
Comm 57 78 Accessibility re quirement s, new construction .
CommS'7 79 Accessibility requirements for additi on s and remodeled c overed

multifamily hous ing
C omm 57 81 A ccessib le building entrance on an access ible route
C omm 57 .82 A ccessible and u sable pub lic and comm on u se areas
C omm 57 83 U sabl e do ois
Comm 57 84 A c c essible ro ute int o and thro ugh the covered dwellin g unit
C omm 57 85 Li ght s witches, electrical outlets, thermost ats and other environ-

me ntal controls in acce ss ibl e location s
Co mm 57 ,8 6 Reinfor ced wall s for g rab bars
Co mm 57 .87 U sab le kit chen s
Comm 57 871 U sable bathrooms

(g) Community-based residential facilities, serving 9 to 20
unrelated adults, located in existing buildings as specified in ss
Comm 61 .001 (1) and 61 .01 (7) ;

(h) Sheltered facilities for battered women, as specified in s
46.95, Stats , serving 20 or less occupants as specified in s . Comm
61 001 (3) ;

(i) Bed and breakfast establishments as defined in s Comm
51 01 (lla) ; an d

(j) Multifamily dwellings within the scope of' cfi . Comm 66 .
Note : Seechs,Comm20-25,UnifoimDwelling9foirequirementsregazdingone-

and 2-family dwellings The requiiements of chs Comm 20-25 also apply to newly
conshucted community-based residential facilities serving 3 to 8 unrelated adult s

Note : See ch . DWD 301, for requirements regarding migrant labor camps
History : Cr Registec, December, 1981, No 312, eff' 1-1-82 ; am . Register, Octo-

ber, 1982, No . 322, eff 11-f-82; am (1), Register, December, 1983, No 336, eff
I-1-84; cr (2) (i), Register, August, 1985, No 356, eff 1-1-86 ; r and recr, (1), am
(2) (inuo ), Register, April, 1994, No . 460, eff 5-1-94 ; am (1) and (2) (g) to (i), cr
(2) (j), Register, Mazch,1995; No 471, eff 4-1-95 ; c(1) (e), Register, June, 1996,
No 486, eff 7-1-96

Comm 57.01 Con s truction . ( 1 ) GENERAL For the pur-
pose of determining the maximum height and area of buildings
and structures within the scope of this chaptei, the building
construction shall be classified in accordance with the construc-
tion standards as specified in s Comm 51 03 ,

Note : See ss HFS 83 41 to 83 65, Wis Adm Code, for additional construction
requirements pertaining to community-based residential facilities

(2) LrvttvG UNIT SEPARATION (a) Each living unit, except xow-
house units as specified in s Comm 57 19, shall be separated fiom
othex living units, common use areas and itom the exit ac cess by

«. , • rw
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5/8-inch Type X gypsum wallboard with taped,joints .
1 . The fire-protective membrane shall be provided on both

sides of' walls and on the ceiling beneath the floor construction
providing the separation The membrane shall be fastened to the
framing or suspended in the manner as iequired for one-hour fire-
resistive rated assemblies.

2 The membrane protection may be omitted on the ceiling of
the top-most story if firestopping as specified in s Comm 51 .02
(24) is provided at the intersection of the living unit separation
walls and the roof '

Not e : Sees.Comm5103f'oibuildingelementsrequiredtohavefire-resistiverat-
ings to satisfy class of construction standazds:

3 . a The annular space aiound ducts, pipes, and conduits or
other penetrating items that penetrate fire-protective membrane s
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required under this paragraph shall be protected as specified in s
Comm 51 049.

b . For the purpose of protecting the annular spaces under
subd 3 a, the methods of protection shall be the same as the
membranes for at least a one-hour rated assembly .

Note : This section i s intend e d t o apply to living unit separations onl y The des i gn
and construction o f required flie-resisti ve rated construction for stairway enclosures,
hazardous occ upan c y separations, exit corridors, isolatio n of hazards enclo sures,
vertical divis i on walls, fire divisi on walls and other rat e d construction is governed by
ss Comm 51 04 3 to 51046

(b) Doors separating one hotel or motel l iving unit from
another shall have a 3/4-hour fire-resistive rating Where 2 doors
are provided in one frame, o nl y one of the doors is required to be
rated. The connecting doors are not required to be eq uipped with
self=closing devices .

(3) BASEMENT AND GROUND FLOOR PROTECTION (a) Except as
provided in par (b), the cei ling of all spaces, except those within
individual living units and crawl spaces located be low the first
story of all residential buildings, shall be protected with at least the
equivalent of one layer of'S/g-inch type X gypsum wallboard with
taped,joints

(b) Th is subsection shall not apply to buildings where such
spaces are protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system.

(4) GARAGE SEPARATIONS A residential occupancy shall be
separated from a storage garage or repair garage in accordance

with s, Comm 51,08 .
History: Cr R egister, De c ember, 19 8 1 , No 312 , eff 1-1-82 ; am ( 4) (b) and (c) ,

Cr (4) ( d), Register, December, 1983, N o. 3 36, eff 1-1-8 4 ; z and re cc (2), Register,
Augus t , 198 5 , No 356 , eff 1-1-86 ; am . (2) (a) 2 and ( 3) ( a), i and re c r (4 ), Register,
Mazch , 1 9 91 , No 423 , eff 4-1-91 ; c r. (2 ) ( b), Register, January, 1994, No 457, eff
2- 1 -94 ; emerg. Cr (2) (a) 3 , eff. 1-28-98 ; ci ( 2) (a) 3, Reg i stzr, September, 199 8,
No. 513 , eff . 10-1-98 ; am. (2) (a), Register,March, 2000 , No.. 531, eff. 4-1-00;
wt recfions in ( 2) (a) 2 „ and 3 ,. b, were madeanders .: 13..93 (2m) (b) 7 „ Stats., Reg-
istec; March, 2000, No. S31.

Comm 57 .015 Height of first floor above grade for
sheltered facilities for battered women . The elevation of
the first floor and the sills ofall required exit discharges fiom the
first floor for existing buildings to be converted to sheltered f'acili-
tiesfor battered women shall be at or not more than 6 feet above
an exit discharge grad e

History : Ci Register, December, 1983, No 336, eff 1-1-8 4

Comm 57.016 Automatic fire sprinkler protection .
A building more than 60 feet in height shall be protected through-
out the entire building in accordance with ss, Comm 52 .01 and
5123, except thatthespi7nkleis within the living units shall be
residential type conforming to NFPA 13R, installed in accord with
the recommendations and requirements ofthe manufacture r

History: Emerg cr eff 9-6-86 ; Cr. Register, November, 1 986, No 371, eff, .
12-1-86; r and iecr. Register, Mazch ;1991 ; No 423, eff 4-1-91 ; am (] ) and (2) (b),
Register, January, 1994, No. 457, eff 2-1-94; renum (1) t o be Comm 57 016, r(2),
Register, June, 1996, No 486, eff 7-1-9 6

Comm 57.02 Allowable height and area . (1) GsN-
Bxat Buildings and structures within the scope of'this chapter
shaii not exceed the heighi and area iimitaiions speciiied in this
section

(2) A L LOWABLE INCREASE I N F LOOR A REAS (a) Limited area
ch Comm .57 buildings 1 Chapter Comm 57 buildings not pro-
tected by automatic fire sprinkler systems as specified in s Comm
57 016 may not exceed the height and area limitations specified
in Table 57 02-1 .

2A building may not exceed the height and area limitations
specified in Table 57 .02-2 if'the building is protected by an auto-
matic fire sprinkler system conforming with NFPA 13 R

Note : N FPA standard 13 R applies o nly to buildings 4 stories or less in height

3 . A building may not exceed the height and area limitations
specified in Table 57 .02-3 if the building is protected by an auto-
maticfire sprinkler system conforming with NFPA 13, except that
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the sprinklers within the living units shall be residential type con-
forming to NFPA 13R, installed in accord with the recommenda-
tions and requirements of ' the manufacturer

(b) Vertical division wall separations 1 No building shall be
limited in area when divided into sections which do not exceed the
maximum areas tabulated in this section by vertical division
walls Such vertical division walls shall extend f 'rom the founda-
tion or the f 'irst floor level if the floor construction and supporting
elements are of 3-hour rated non-combustible construction, to
the underside ofthe roof deck and shall have at least the following
fire-resistive ratings :

a 2-hour for type 4, 5A, 5B, 7 and 8 construction ;

b . NC-2 hour for type 3 and 6 construction ; an d

c NC-3 hour for type 1 and type 2 construction

2 All openings in such walls shall be protected by f ire-rated
door assemblies as specifi ed in s Comm 51 047 . The doors pro-
tecting openings in such walls located in public corridors shall be
held open and equipped with an automatic closing device acti-
vated by produets of combustion other than heat

(c) Street access for unlimited area buildings.. 1 Streets sha ll
be within 50 feet of the adjacent building side with no obstructions
between the street and the building which will impede f ire-fight-
ing efforts

Note : See s Comm 5101 (124) for definition of stree t

2 a Buildings with no area limitations as permitted under
Table 57 :02-3 ; shall have a continuous all-weather, hard-
surfaced area 30 feet or more in width for a distance of not less
than 50% of ' the perimeter ofthe building These buildings shall
have at least one wall facing a st t eet for its entire length . At least
2 of the remaining building walls shall face streets for at least 50%
of their respective length s

b Unlimited area buildings of fire-resistive type 1 construc-
tion and one-story unlimited area buildings of' fi re-resistive type
2 construction shall be provided with street access as defi ned in
sComm 51 :01 (124) to at least one side of' the buildin g

(3) ACCESS ROADWAYS FOR FIRE APPARAIUS , (a) Buildings
shall be accessible to fi re department apparatus by means of
streets as specified in s Comm 5101 (124) or access roadways
Access roadways shall be at least 20 feet in width, be capable of
supporting the imposed loads of the f ire apparatus and have a
minimum of 13 feet 6 inches in vertical clearance

1 For buildings 3 stor i es or less in height, the street or access
roadway shall :

a Be located within 150 feet of all portions o f the exterior
walls of the fi rst story as measured along the perimeter of the
bu ilding ; or

b Extend along at least one enti re side of the building which
constitutes at least 25% of the total building perimeter with the
road edge closest to the building located at least 10 feet but not
more than 50 feet from the building .

2 . Foc . buildings more than 3 stories in height, the street or
access roadway shall extend along at least one entire side ofthe
building which constitutes at least 25% of the total building
per i meter with the road edge closest to the building at least 10 feet
but not more than 50 feet from the building

(b) The required streets and access roadways shall be kept fiee
at all times of all obstructions, including parked vehicles and
snow.

History: Cr Register, December, 1981, No , 312, eff 1-1-82 ; am (2) (b) 2, ci
(3), Register, De cember, 1983, No 336, eff . 1-1-84 ; am (3) (a)1, Register, August,
1985, No . 356, eff' 1-1-86; emeTg am (1), r and recr (2), r table 57 02, cr tables
57 92-1, 57 .02-2 and 57 02-3, eff. 9-6-86 ; am (1), r and recr, (2), r table 5792, cr
tables 57 02-1, 57 02-2 and 57 02-3, Register, November, 1986, No 371, eff .
12-1-86 ; ci (2) (c) 2 b, r and recr (2) (a) 2 an d 3 ., renum. and am (2) (c) 2 to (2)
(02 a, am (3) (a)1 . a . and 2, Register, Mac ch,1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91 ; reprinted
to restore texfin (3) (a), Register, June, 1991, No 426, eff '. 7-1-91 ; am . (2) (a) 3, (b)
1 c, and table 57 02-2, Register, January, 1994, No 457, eff ' 2-1-94

Register, March, 2000, No , 5 3 1
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TABLE 57, .02-1 - ALL OWAB LE H E IG H T (STORI ES) AND A REA (SQUA RE FEET) FOR BUIL DINGS WITHOUT COMPLETE

AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLE R SYSTEM PR OT ECTION (MAX IMUM GROSS FLO OR AREA PER FLOOR )

NOTE: DO NOT USE FOR BUILDINGS EXCEED ING 60 FEET IN H E IG HT

OPEN SPACE
AT LEAST 3 0

FEET IN
WIDTH OR

STREE T
WITHIN 50

FEET OF
CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION BUILDING

THE NUMB ER OF STORIE S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Ove r 8

1 Fire-Res i stiv e Type A 1 19 ,800 1 7,000 1 4 ,800 1 2,500 1 0,300 8,800 7,300 6,500 5, 300

2 23900 20,800 18,500 15,900 13,600 11,800 10,300 9,500 8.300

3 28 000 25„300 22,300 19 .,300 17, 000 14,800 13,300 12,5 00 11,300

4 32„100 29,800 26,000 22,600 20,400 17,800 16,300 15,500 14,300

2 , Fire-Resisdve Typ eB 1 17,800 15,000 12,800 1 0 ,500 8,300 6,800 5,300 4 ,500

2 2 1 ,900 1 8,800 16,500 13,900 11,600 9 ,800 8,300 7,500 NP

326, 00 0 23,300 20,300 17,300 , . ]5, 000 12,800 11,300 10,500

4 30, 10 0 2'1 ,800 24,000 20,600 1 8,400 15 ,8 00 14, 300 1 3„ 50 0

3 Meta}Frame Prote cted 1 15 ,800 1 3,500 11 ,300 9, 000

2 1 9,900 17,300 14 ,600 12,000 N P, N P N P N P N P

3 24,000 21 ,0 00 18,000 15 , 00 0

4 28, 100 2 4 ,800 21 ,400 18,000

4 Heavy Timber 1 12 ,8 00 10,500 7 ,400 6,80 0

2 16 ,500 1 ,1300 12.000 1 0,100 N P N P N E NP N P.

3 20 :300 1 8. 000 15,800 1 3,500

4 24,000 21 ,800 19, 500 16 ,900

5A Exterior Masonry Protected I 11 ,600 9,600 7,200 6 ,000

2 1 5, 000 12,800 10, 700 8,800 N P N .P N E N P N P

3 1 8.; 400 16, 100 13 , 900 11 , 600
4 21,800 19,5 00 17,100 14,500

SB Exterior Mason ry Unprotected 1 10, 500 8,600 6 ,800

2 13 , 500 11 ,300 9 ,400 N E N P . NP N P. NP , N E

3 1 6,500 14 ,300 1 2,000

4 19 ,500 1 7 ,300 14 ,600
6 . Metal Frame Unprotected 1 10,500 8,600 6,80 0

2 13 ,500 11 ,300 9,400 N P. N P N P N P. N P N P

3 16,500 14,300 12,000

4 19,500 17,300 14,600

7 Wood Frame Protected 1 I 0, 500 8,600 6,80 0

2 13 , 500 11 ,300 9,400 N P N P N P, N P N P. N P

3 16,500 14,300 12,00 0

4 19,500 17,300 1 4,600

8, Wood Frame Unprotected 1 7,5 00 3,800
2 9,000 4 ,500 N P. N P. N P N P. N P NP N P

3 10,500 5,3 00
4 12,000 6,000

N P MEANS NOT PERMITTED

Regis te r, March, 2000, No , 531
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TABLE 57.02-2 - AL LO WA BLE HE IGH T (STO RIES) AND AREA (S QUA RE FEET)FOR BUI LDINGS PROTEC T ED I N ACCORDANCE

WITH NFPA 13 R (MAXI MUM GROSS FLOOR AREA PER FLOOR) NOTE:USE FOR ALL BUILDINGS

OPEN SPACE
AT LEAST 30

FEET IN
WIDTH OR

CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION STREE T
WITH IN 50

FEET OF
BUILDING

THE NUMBER OF STOR I ES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Over 8

1 Fire-Resisdve Type A 1 39,600 34;000 29,600 25 ,000 NA N A N A N A N A

2 47 .;800 41,600 37 ,000 31,800

3 56 ,000 50,600 44,600 38,600
4 64,200 59,600 52,000 45,200

2 Fire-Resistive Type B 1 35,600 30,000 25 600 21,000 N A N A N A N A N A

2 43,800 37,600 33,000 27,800

3 52 ,000 46 600 40,600 34,600

4 60,200 55,600 48,000 41,200

3 Metal Frame Protected 1 31 ,600 27,000 22,600 18,000 NP N P N P . NP N P

2 39,800 34,600 29,200 24 ,00 0

3 48,000 42,000 361 000 30,000

4 56,200 49,600 42,800 36,00 0

4 Heavy Timber _ 1 25,600 21,000 14,800 13,600 N P N P N P N P N P

2 33,000 28,600 24,000 20, 20 0

3 40,600 36,000 31,600 27,000
4 48,000 43,600 39,000 33,80 0

5A Exterior Masonry Protected 1 23,200 19,200 14,400 12 ,,000 N P N P N P N P N P

2 30,000 25,600 21 ,400 1 7 ,60 0

3 36,800 32,200 27,800 23,200

4 43,600 39,000 34,200 29,00 0

SB Exterior Masonry Unprotected 1 21,000 1 7,200 13,600 N P N P N P N P . N P N P

2 27,000 22,600 18,80 0

3 :33,000 28,600 24,000
4 39,000 34,600 29,20 0

6 Metal Frame Unprotected 1 21,000 17,200 13,600 N P . NP N P N P. N P NP

2 27,000 22,600 18,80 0

3 33,000 28,600 24,000

4 39,000 34;600 29;20 0

7 Wood Frame Protected 1 21,000 17,200 13,600 N P NP N P N P N P N P

2 27,000 22,600 18 : 80 0

3 33,000 28,600 24,000

4 39,000 34,600 29,20 0

8 Wood Frame Unprotected 1 15,000 7,600 N P N P. N P N P N P N P N P

2 18,000 9 ,000

3 21,000 10,600

4 24,000 12,000

N P MEANS NOT PERMITTED ; N A MEANS NOT APPLICABLE

Register, March, 2000, No 531
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TABLE 57 .02-3 - A LLOWA B LE HEI GH T (STORIES) AN D AREA (S QUARE FEE T) FOR BUILDINGS PROTECTE D IN ACCO RDANCE

WITH NFPA 1 3 (MAX IMUM G ROSS FLOOR A R EA PER FLOO R) NOTE :USE FOR ALL BUIL DING S

OPEN
SPACE AT
LEAST 30
FEET' IN

CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION WIDTH OR
STREET

WITHIN 50 NUMBER OF STORIES
FEET O F
IHEBUILD- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Ovei9

IN G

1 Fire-resistive Type A I NO LIMIT
stories and area may be unlimited 2
subject to s Comm 57 02 (2) (c) 3

4

2 Fire-resistive type B 1 to 9

sto ry azea may be unlimited

subject t o s Comm 57 02 (2) (c)
2

1 53 ,400 45,000 38,400

2 NO 65 ,700 5 6, 400 49 ,500

3 LIMIT 78,000 6 9, 90 0 60 ,900

4 90,3 00 83,400 72,0 00

1 63,200 47,400 40,5 00 33,9 00

31 .500

41,700

51,900

61,800

27,000

24,900 20,400 15,900 13,500

34, 800 29, 400 24,900 22,500

45 , 000 38,400 33,900 31,500

55200 47,400 42, 900 40,500

N P

NE NE NP N P

3 MetaI frame protected 2 79 .,600 59 ,700 51900 43,800 36,000

] to 5 story area may be unlimited 3 96,000 72,000 63,000 54 ,000 45,000

subject to s Comm5702 (2) (c) 4 112,400 84,300 74 .400 64,200 54,000
2

1 51,200 38,400 31,500 22,200 20,400 N P N P. N ,E N P N P

4 Heavy Timber 2 66, 000 49,500 42,900 36,000 30,300

1 to :3 story area may be unlimited 3 81,200 60,900 54,000 47400 40,50 0

subject to s Co mm 5 7 02 (2) (c) 4 96,000 72,000 65,.400 58,500 50,700
2

1 46,400 34,800 28,800 21,600 16,000 N P N P. NE N P N P

5A Exterior Masonry Protected 2 60,000 45,000 38,400 32,100 26,400

l to 3 story area may be un limited 3 73,600 55,200 48 , 300 41 ;700 34,800

subject to s Comm 5 7 02 (2) (c) 4 87 ,200 65,400 58,500 51,300 4 .3;500
2

1 42,000 31 ,500 25 ,800 20,400 NP NE N P N P N P NP,

SB , Exterior Masonry Unpro- 2 54,000 40,500 33,900 28,200
tected

I sto ry area may be unlimited 3 6 6, 000 49,500 42,900 36,000

subject to s Comm 57 02(2) (c) 4 78,000 58,500 51,900 43,800~

6 Metal Ftame Unprotected

1 story area may be unlimite d

subject t o s Comm 5 7 02 (2) (c)
2

l 42, 000 31,500 25,800 20, 400

2 54,000 40,500 33,900 28,200

3 66, 000 49,500 42,900 36,000

4 78,000 58,500 51,900 43,500

VP., NP NP NP N P

1 42,000 31,500 25,800 20,400 N P N P N P N E N P N P

7 Wood Frame Protected 2 54,000 40,500 33,900 28 ;20 0

3 66,000 49,500 42,900 36,000

4 78,000 58,500 51,900 43 ,80 0

1 30,000 22,500 11,400 N P N P N P N P N P N P N P

8 Wood Frame Unprotected 2 36,000 27,000 13,500

3 42,000 31,500 15,900

4 48,000 36,000 18,000

N P MEANS NOT PERMITTED

Comm 57.03 Number and location of exits . (1) NuM- 3 The unit shall be provided with 2 exit access doors into sep-
BER OF EXITS (a) Except as provided in par (b), all living units arate common areas, with each common area provided with at
shall have exits or exit accesses in accordance with one of'the fol- least one exit ; of
lowing: 4 The unit shall be provided with an exit access door into a

1 The unit shall have at least one exit access door into a com- common area with at least one exit, in addition to an exit contained
mon area of'xhe building atranged such that there ate 2 directions within the unit ,
of travel from the unit's exit access door leading to separate exits ; (b) Units with habitable rooms on a floor of exit discharge may

2: The unit shall be provided with 2 sepacate exits contained be provided with at least one exit, directly fiom the unit to the exte-
within the unit;

Register, March, 2000, No 531
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rioY, with the unit exit door sill at or within 6 feet of grade at the
exit door.

(c) A minimum of 2 exits or exit access doors shallbe provided
from any living unit which accommodates more than 8 people

(2) Exir DISTRIBUTION The number and location of exits shal l
be such that in case any exit or passageway is blocked at any point,
some other exit will still be accessible through public passage-
ways fiom every living uni t

(3) DISTANCE TO EXIT (a) 1 Exits shall be dis tributed so that
the entrance to each living unit will be not more than 100 feet dis-
tant fiom an exit, measuring along public passageways .

Note: Also see s Comm 57 08 (2)

2 Where automatic f iYe sprinkler system protection as speci-
f ied in s Comm 57 016 is provided an increase in exit distance to
150 feet will be permitted .

(b) The exit distances required by this section shall be mea-
sured to exits to grade, to doors leading to stairway enclosures as
specified in ss . Comm 51 165 , 5117 and 51 18, or to hor i zontal
exits as specified in s Comm 5L19 .

(4) EXITS FOR NONRESIDENTIAL , PORTIONS OF BUILDINGS Exits
serving portions of buildings without sleeping rooms of living
units (i e, basements ofapactment buildings , hotel lobbies , and
similar areas) shall be provided in accordance with the appropriate
occupancy chapter, chs . Comm 54 to 62, which may gove r n

(5) DiREcT COrrs FOR ESCAPE An exiting diagram shall be con-
spicuously posted in every habitable room to be used by tran-
sients, including but not limited to those habitable rooms of hotels,
motels , rooming houses and dormitories The exit diagYam shall
depict the location of the room with respect to other rooms and at
least 2 exits .

History : Cr Register, December, 1981, No , 312, eff 1-1-82; am (1), Register,
August, 1985, No 356, eif . 1- 1 -86 ; emerg renum . (2) (a) to be (2) (a) L, cc (2) (a)
2 ., eff. 9-6-86; renum (2) (a) to be (2) (a)1 , cr. (2) (a) 2 , Register, Novembec, 1986,
No 371, eff, 12-1-86 ; i . and recr , (1) (a) and (b) and (5), renum (2) to (5) to be (3),
(2),(5), and (4) and am. (4) . Register, Mar ch, 1991, No. 423, eff 4-1-91 ; am (1) (b),
Register, January, 1994, No 457, eff 2-1-94 ; correction in (3) (a) 2 made under s
13 93 (2m) (b) 7, Stats, Register, January, 1994, No 45 7

Comm 57.04 Capacity of buildings and exits .
(1) BUILDINGS (a) Sleeping areas The capacity of the habitable
rooms of' the living units of the building, other than a community-
based residential facility, shall be established as fbllows :

1 . 400 cubic feet for each occupant over 12 years of age ; and

2 200 cubic feet for each occupant 12 years of age or under .

(b) Minimum size The size of habitable rooms shall provide
the minimum volumes specifi ed in par. (a) .

(c) Nonsleeping areas . The capacity of the areas not within the
living units of ' the building shall be established as speci fied in s
Comm 54. 05 of 55 06 .

(d) Overcrowding The number of occupan ts permitted in any
room of in the building shall not exceed the capacities specified
in this sectio n

(2 ) COMMUNIIY-BASED RESIDENiIAi FACILITIES (a) Facilities

T::e .. .. . .̂: S1Z0 ~f T.~S: : .l~n~ hPr,l~nnmg

in community-based residential facilities serving 9 to 20 residents
shall be as follows :

1 . Sixty square feet of habitable floor space per ambulatory,
tesident;

2 . >Eighty square feet of' habitable floor space per semiambula-
toiy :or nonambulatory resident in multiple bed sleeping rooms ;
an d

3 . One hundred square feet of habitable floor space per semi-
ambulatory or nonambulatory resident in single bed sleeping
ioom .

(b) Facilities serving more than 20 residents The minimum
size of ' resident bedrooms in community-based residential facili-
ties serving more than 20 residents shall be as follows :

122

1 Eighty square feet of' habitable floor space per ambulatory
resident;

2 Eighty square feet of'habiCable floor space per semiambula-
tory and nonambulatory resident in multiple bed sleeping rooms ;
and

3 One hundred square feet of' habitable floor space per semi-
ambulatory and nonambulatory resident in single bed sleeping
cooms ,

(c) Nonsleeping rooms . In addition to the floor areas required
under pars (a) and (b), a community-based residential facility
shall provide habitable floor space, other than sleeping rooms of
not less than :

1 Sixty square feet in area for each ambulatory resident ;
2 Ninety square feet in area for each semiambulatory resi-

dent ; and
3 . Ninety square feet in area for each nonambulatory resident

(3) Exirs The total requiied exit width from each level of the
building shall be as specified in ss Comm 51 .15 (6) and 51 .16 (3 )

Histor y: Cr Register, December, 1981, No 3 1 2, eff i-1-82 ; ci (2) (c), Register,
March, 1 991 , No 423, eff 4-I-91 ,

Comm 57 .05 Type of exits . (1) GENERAL Except as
provided in sub (2), at least one-half of the required exits, acces-
sible from each living unit, shall be exits co grade or stairways as
specified in ss . Comm 51 .15 and 51 .16 . The remaining exits shall
be either stairways, inteiior enclosed stairways, exits to grade or
horizontal exits . Fire escapes placed against blank walls may be
used as exits from floors which ate not more than 40 feet above
giade .

(2) ExCEprioNS (a) Every building which accommodates
more than one family, or 8 persons, above the second story shall
have at least 2stairways ,

(b) A rescue platform of'combustible construction may be used
as a required second exit for buildings of type 5 through type 8
construction, provided the following conditions are satisfied :

I The exit serves a single living unit ;

2 . The exit platf'orm is located not more than 15 feet above the
adjacent exit discharge giade ;

3 The platform area is at least 14 square feet, with a minimum
dimension of 3 feet;

4, The platform is designed for 80 pounds per square foot live
load plusdead load;

S . Railings are provided as specified in s Comm 51 162;
6 Platforms having solid floors are provided with a roof'equal

in area to that of the platform ;
7 All wood used in the construction of the rescue platform

shall be pressuce treated wood satisfying the requirements of'the
applicable standards specified in s . Comm 53 63 (6) unless the
wood isinhetently resistant to decay ; and

8, The building is not a residential care facility or group foster
home .

His tory: Cr. Register, December, 1981, No . 3 1 2, eff' 1-1-82 ; am (2) (b) (intro)
and 6, renum (2) (b) 7 . to u. ° `e (2) (b) o., Cr. \ \~2 /~ ^.1/ , R eSiS:e;, December, 1983, A:C ,
336, eff 1-1-84 ; am (2) (b) ( i nuo ) and 7 ., Register, March, 1991, No 423, eff,
4 -1-91 ; am (2) (b) 2 :,Regis ter, March, 1995, No. 47 1 , eff 4-1-95 ; am (2) (b) 8,
Register, June, 1 996, No 486, eff 7-1-96

Comm 57.06 Doors. (1) EXIT D OORS Exit doors shall be
as specified in s. Comm 51 .15, except:

(a) Sliding glazed patio-type doors may serve as the second
exit f'rom individual living units, provided there is a means to pre-
vent accumulation of'snow and ice in the door track or fieezing of
the door ; and

(b) A door which is used by not more than 25 persons is not
required to swing in the direction of egres s

(2) O PEN INGS INTO CORRID ORS All doors fi'Oril living unit s

opening into public exit access corridors shall be protected by at

{

i f
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123 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Comm 57 . 1 1

least 20-minute labeled fire-door assemblies Such doors shall be
self-closing .

(3) ACCESS DOOxs Exit access doors f'rom individual living
units shall be at least 3 feet 0 inches in width .

His tory: Cr Register, Decembe c . 1981, No. 312, ef'f 1-1-82 ; r and recr (1), am
(2), ci (3), Register, March, 1991, No 423, eff 4-1-91

Comm 57.07 Steps , stairs and shafts . (1) EXTERIOR
STAIRS Exterior stairs shall be as specified in s . Comm 5116,
except that less than 3 steps may be provided between exterior
platforms and grade serving only apartments, row houses and
town houses, and the platforms or treads between such risers do
not exceed 5 feet 0 inches in length in the direction of'travel

(2) INTERIOR STAIRS (a) Interior stairs used by not more than
25 persons shall be not less than 3 feet wid e

(b) Common use interior stairs and steps not provided along
an accessible route as specified in s. Comm 57.82 shall comply
with s . Comm 5116 (4), except the stairs and steps shall have a
rise not more than 73/4 inches and a tread not less than 91/2 inches,
measured fiom tread to tread and fiom riser to riser .

Note : See s Comm 57 77 (5) for definition of 'common use'
(3) CH ANGES OF ELEVATION WITHIN INDIVIDUAL LIVING UNITS

(a) Changes of elevation within the living unit shall be overcome
by means of steps, stairs or ramps and shall be as specified in s
Comm 21 .04, except a spiral stairway as specified in s Comm
51 16 (7) may serve as the only exit from floor levels within an
individual living unit, if the floor level served is no larger than 400
square feet in net area.

Note: See appendix for a reprint of s Comm 21 0 4

(b) A spiral stairway as specified in s. Comm 5116 (7) may
serve as the only exit fiom floor levels within an individual living
unit, if'the flooY level served is no larger than 400 square feet .

History : Ct Registei,December. 1981, No . 312, eff . 1-1-82 ; r. and recr (3), Reg-
ister, Aug ust, 1985, No 356, eff. 1-1-86; r. and recr. (3) (a), Register, March, 1 991,
No . 423, eff, 4-1-91 ; renum (2) to be (2) (a), ci (2) (b), Register, April, 1994, No
460, eff 5-1-94

Comm 57.08 Enclosure of interior stairways and
shafts . (1) APPLICATION Except as provided in sub (2), all
staiiways, including landings ; ramps and shafts, shall be enclosed
as specified in s : Comm 51 02 (11) with fire-resistive rated
constcuction as specified in Table 5103-A

(2) EXCEPTIONS (a) The exit access stairway or shaft connect-
ing the. first and second floor in residential buildings 2 stories or
less in height may be left open in the following applications pro-
viding the conditions specified in par. (b) are satisfied :

I Buildings having not more than 4 individual living units
per floor each of which is served by 2 or more means of egiess ;
or

2 A building which,is used as a rooming house, dormitory or
congregate living facility and which has a maximum occupancy
limit of 16 persons per floo r

(b) 1 Every exit access stairway or shaft to the basement or
ground floor is cut off at the first floor or first adjacent basement
or ground, floor level with fire resistive construction as specified
in Taoie 5 1 :03-ti or oetter ; and

2. The distance to an exit, including the horizontal travel dis-
tance on the exit stair, does not exceed 50 feet in buildings not
completely protected with an automatic fire sprinkler system or'75
feet in buildings completely protected as specified in s Comm
57 .016

History: Cr Register, December, 1 981, No 312, eff 1-1-82 ; am, Reg i ster, Ocro-
ber, 1982, No 322, eff. I1-1-82; emerg am (2) (b) 2, eff 9-6-86 ; am, (2) ( b) 2,
Register, November, 1 986, No 371, eff 12-1-86 ; r. and recr (2) (a) 2;, Register,
March, 1991, No 423, eff 4-1-91 ; correction in (2) (b) 2 made under s 13 93 (2m)
(b) 7, St ats , Registet, December, 1996, No 492

Comm 57 .09 Passageways . (1) Wi-~ x;xE REQUIRED
Where there is not direct access to outside exit doors, safe and con-
tinuous passageways, aisles or conidors leading directly to every
exit shall be maintained at all times on all floors of all buildings

(2) MINIMUM WIDTH Every public passageway leading from
an exit shall be at least as wide as the required width of the exit as
specif i ed in s. Comm 5115 (6), but in no case shall the width be
less than 3 fee t

(3) WIDTH DETERMINATION Widths shall be measured in the
clear, at their narrowest points produced by any projection, iadia-
tor, pipe or other objec t

(4) MAINTENANCE The required width shall be kept clearand
unobstructed at all time s

History : Ci Register, December, 1981, No 312, eff 1-1-82

Comm 57.10 Illumination of exits and exit signs .
(1) ILLUMINATION (a) Buildings having more than 4 living units
or accommodating more than 30 persons or accommodating tran -
sients shall have public passageways, stairways and exit doors
illuminated f i om one hour after sunset to one hour before suni i se

(b) The illumination requirements specifi ed in par (a ) shall be
provided at all intersections or passageways, at a ll exits and at the
head, f'oot and landing of every stairway

(2) Ex[r LIGHTS (a ) Except as provided in par (b), every
required exit, from each floor shall be indicated by an approved
illuminated , exit sign

(b) 1 Exits within an individual living unit need not be pro-
vided with exit sign s

2 Exits in buildings having 4 living units or less per floor
need not be provided with exit signs if the buildi ng contains not
more than 8 living units and the path of exit from all floor levels
including the basement to the outside is readily apparent

(c) Exit lights shall be as specified in s Comm 51 15 (5)
History: Cc.Register, December. 1981 ; No . 3 12, eff 1-1-82; am. (2), Register,

December, 1983, No 336, eff 1-1-84 ; am (2) (c), Register, January, 1994, No 45 7 ,
eff 2-1-94.

Comm 57.11 Habitable rooms with floors below
grade. (1) GENERAL Living units in residential buildings hav-
ing habitable rooms or parts on floor levels below grade shall com-
ply with the following :

(a) The grade at the building does not include the grade level
within the perimeter of an areaway;

(b) Every habitable room shall have at least one exterior wall
adjoining an areaway or court ;

(c) Every habitable room shall have at least one outside win-
dow which can be opened fi om the inside without the use of tools
to provide a clear opening of' not less th an 20 inches in width, 24
inches in height , and 5 7 square feet in area, with the bottom of the
opening not more than 44 inches above the flooc .

(d) All living units with floor's below grade shall have access
to 2 exits complying with s . Comm 57 05, except living units hav-
ing one exit door leading directly outside and not to an areaway
need not have access to a second exit .

(2) AREAWAYS Areaways used as specif ied in this section
shall :

(a) Be 1 1/2 times the depth to the bottom of the opening with
a minimum width of3 feet measuied perpendicular to the building
waii; and

Note: See s Comm 64 07 for additional requirements

(b) Have stairway exits complying with ss Comm 5116 and
52 . 21, when used as a required exit .

(4) Moisru RE rxoi ECrio N All buildings having living units
below grade shall be designed and constructed to prevent undue
collection of moisture in all stories below grade

Note : Swface and subsoil draining systems for areaways and foundation walls are
regulated under the requirements of ch . Comm 82

Note : See s Comm 50 07 (2) Note 3 for reference to flood plain requirements
(a) All foundation walls shall be thoroughly damp proofed

prior to backf'illing of' soil
(b) Provisions shall be made to prevent the accumulation of

moisture due to condensation of' high humidity so as to prevent
slippery floors an d to prevent conditions susceptible to mildew or
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other undesirable fungi or bacter ia The inside design conditions Eve ry building included under the scope of this chapter sha ll be
for cooling or dehumidification shall be on the basis of a dry bulb provided with separate toilet rooms for each sex , except that a
temperature of 75° F". and a relative humidity not gYeater than50% . single toilet room to accommodate both sexes may be provided in

History : Cr. Register, December, 1981, No 31 2 , eff1-1-82; iand iecr.(1) (c), individual living or sleeping unit s
r( I(1) ( and (e), renum , (1) (f) to be (1) (d), Register. December, 1983, No 336 eff

(2) SANITARY FIXTURES ( a) Residents The number of sani-

Comm
am (3) (a) , Register, January, 1994, No 457, eff. 2-1-94 ; renum (2) to be

Comm 66 44 (3); renum (3) to be (2), Register, June, 1996, No . 486, eff 7-I-96 tary fi xtures required for each sex shall be determined in accord-
ance with the numbers and ratios established in Table 57 . 12,

Comm 57.12 Sanitary facilities. (1) ToiLEr ROOM S

T yp e of Occupa ncy

With individual unit toilet rooms

TABLE 57.1 2
NUMBER OF SANITARY FIXTURES REQUIRED FOR

RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIE S

Water Clo se t s (WC)

Ma les Females
(M) (F)

One for each li vin g unit

Urinals Drinking Lavatories Bathtubs or
(U) Facilities ( L) Showe rs

(DF) ( S )

0 0 One On e
for each f or each

liv ing li vin g
unit unit

With communal u se sanitary facilitie s On e for each 10 (M), or fracti on; one Urinal s may be One for each 100 One for One for each 20
for e a c h 1 0 (F), or fr acti on sub stimted for per s on s each 10 p e rs on s

up to 2/ 3 required persons
(W C) for (M )

For structures with additions or alteration s, th e required number o f sanitary fixture s shall be the sum of the fi xtures required for the exi sting portion at the time it was
constructed plus th e fixtures required by this table for the new addi tion or altered area At su c h time a s the summati on of the addiu on laltec ation area is equal t o or greater than
51 % of' the building area calculated as specified in s Comm 50 03 (4) (d), fixtures shall be pr ovided in conform ance to thi s table utilizing the cap ac i ty of the entire buildin g

ZWhere a sin gle toilet room de si gnated a s UNISEX i s provided , it s hall be considered as accommodating no mor e than 10 empl oy es and 25 occupants

(b) Employes Sanitary facilities f or employes w ho do n ot lished an emec ge ncy ;vle stating that the effective dat e of the December, 1995 rule

sleep in the b ui lding sh all be provided as specified in Table I'
evision was delayed A pet maoent ivle was ad opted in December. 1996 statin g that

the revised text of s . Comm 5713, as published, would bee ffective Apri11 , 199 7 .
54 12-A, unl ess the emp loyes have access to the sanitary facilities History : Cr Register, Decemb eT, 1981 , No . 312, e ff 1-1-82 ; am. ( 1 ) (a), Reg ister,
provided for the residents during all shifts Octo bex,. 1982, N o 322 , eff 11 -1-82 ; am. ( 1 ) (a ), Re gist ei , Au gust ; 19 85 , No . 356

ub~iC' $ a Tlita T facilities for the
eff 1-1-86; i . and recr., Re gis ter, March, 1991 , No. 4 23, eff . 4-1-91 ; am ( 1 ) (a) 2 .,

(c) Genera l'i P Y general public January, 1994, N o 45 7, eff. 2-1-94 ; emerg am (2 ) (b), eff 8- 1 4-95; am (2) (b),
shall be provided as specified in Table 54 12-A or Table 5 4 „ 12-B , Register, December, 1995, No 480, eff 4-1-96; am (2) ( b), Register, December,
unless the general public has access to the facilities provided for 1996, No 492, eff 4-1-9 7

the residents . Comm 57.145 Occupancy separations and hazard
(3) FooD PREPARATION One kitc hen sink, equipped with hot enclosures. Occupancies wit hi n the scope of this chapter shall

and co l d running water, shall be provided in living units equipped be separated fiom ot her occupancies or uses in accordance wi th
for food preparation s Comm 51 .08 Hazards shall be enclosed in accordance with s

History : Cr. Regi ster, December, 1981 , No 312, eff 1 -1-82; c andre cr , Reg i ste
t, Comm 51 , ~ 8August, 1993, No 452, eff 3-1 -94

History : Cr Register , March, 1991 , No 423 , eff . 4-1-91 ; i and re ci., Register,

Comm 57 .13 Windows.
December, 1995, No 480, eff 4-1-96 ; r and recr , Re gi s ter; Mazch, 1997, No 495 ,

( 1 ) LIGHT ( 1) Every habitable eff 4-1-97
room shall be provided with natural light by means of gl aze d
openings Comm 57.15 Fire protection systems . (1) SPRINKLER

1 . G lazed openings shall consist of windows or skylights or SYSTEMS Automatic fire sprinkler systems shal l be provi ded as
a combination of'the two outlined in ss Comm 52 Ol, 52 .011, 52 012 and 52 01 3

2 The area of glazed openings shal l equal at least 8% ofthe (2) STANDPIPE SYSTEMS (a) Fire department standpapes . Fite
floor area of the room served department standpipes shall be provided in a ll buildings exceed-

3 Glazed openings serving habitable rooms shall view onto ing 60 feet in height

the outside, except the glazed openings may obtain boc rowed light (b) Dry standpipes Dry standpipes shall be provided in al l

from naturally lighted pool or recreationa l areas to serve : buildings 3 stories or more in height which accommodate more

a i-Tahitahl P rooms in m otPl s and hqtPlc, or than 20 occupants, unless an approved automatic sprinkler system

b Other simi l ar sleeping rooms accommodating transients as specified in s Comm 57
.01 6 is instal led . Dry sta ndpipes that

are tequired under this paragraph shal l comply with s . Comm
(2) VEtvnLarioN (a) Except as provided in par (b), every 51 .21 (3) (b) and (k)

habitable room shall be provided with natural ventilation by Note: Dry st a ndpipe s that are required under thi s paragraph are required by s
means of openable doors or windows The openable amount of comm 5i21 (6) (b) co be located within stairway enclosures Other s tairway enclo-

Su Ch do0ts and window s shall be at least 4% Of th e floor a r ea of sures may be provided th at do n ot in clu de d ry standpipe s
History: Cr. R egister, De cember, 1981 , N o 312, eff . 1-1-82; e merg. r and recr

the T OOm. (2), eff, 9-6-86; r and rec r (2), Register, November, 1986, No 371, eff . 12- 1-86 ;

(b) Habitable rooms in motels and hotels and similar sleeping T an d recr , Regi ster, March, 1991 , No 423, eff 4- 1-91 ; am ( 2) (b ), Register, Janu-

rooms in buildings accommodating transients shall not be azy,
1994, No 457, eff 2-1-94

required to be provided w ith openable doors and windows for ven- Comm 57.16 Smoke deteetion . (1) NuMBStt oF DErsc-
tilation purposes if the tooms are provided with inec hanica l ven- TORS REQUIRED AND ioca'rtorr (a) A l l buildings withi n the scope
tilatio,n systems suppl ying tempered outsi de air and air movement of this chapter, except C BRF shall be provided with approved
as specified in ss Comm 64.05 and 64 06 smoke detectors as spec ified in th is sectio n

Note : Section Comm 57 13 was revised in December , 1995, effective April 1 ,
1996 On Apci16 ; 1996 the department of industry, labor and human relations pub- (b) The owner shall iriStall at least one smoke detector :
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1 In the basement;

2 At the head of every open stairway ;
3 At the door on each floor level leading to ever y enclosed

stairway; and

4, Either in each sleeping area of'eacb living unit or elsewhere
in the unit within 6 feet from the doorway ofeach sleeping area
and not within a kitchen

5 Inside each individual bedroom or sleeping roo m
(c) All smoke detectors in stairways, corridors and other public

places in the building shall be directly and permanently wired to
a proper unswitched cixcuit.

1 . Such detectors shall be connected to the emergency electii-
cal power system, when the system is required by ch . Comm 16 .

2 Such detectors shall be electrically interconnected to the
required manual fire alarm system All smoke detectoYs, which are
electrically interconnected to the manual fire alarm system, shall
be a latching type, system detector intended for use with a control
panel and shall utilize a supervised circui t

Note : See s Comm 51245 for additional requirements pertaining to smoke detec-
tors

(d) Smoke detectors shall be installed and maintained in
accoidance with this section and s Comm 51 .245 .

Not e: Section 101 145 (3); Sfats , states : The owner ofa residential building shall
install any smoke detector required under this section according co the directions and
specifications of the manufacturer of the smoke detector and maintain any smoke
detector which is located in a common area of that residential building The occupant
of auniz in a resulential$uilding shall maintain any smoke detector in that unit_
except tlaat ifan occupant who is not an owner, or a state, county, city, village

or
town

officer, agent or employe charged under statute or municipal ordinance wieh powers
or duties involving inspection of'real or personal property gives written notice to the
owner that a smoke detector in the unit is not functional the owner shall provide,
within 5 days after receipt of that notice, any maintenance necessary to make that
smoke detector functional "

Note : Section 101 145 (4), 5tats, addresses reuoactivity requirements for bui ld-
ings constructed piior to the effective date of this section This sta tute section states :
"The owner of a residential building the initial construction of which is commenced

before, on orafterMay 2.3,1978, shall install and maintain a functional smoke detec-
tor in the basement and at the headof any stairway on each floor level of the building
and shall in stall a functional smoke detector either in each sleeping room of each unit
or elsewhere in the unit within 6 feet of each sleeping area and not in a kitchen "

History : Cr. (1); R egister, December, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82; cr (2), eff
1-1-83; :am (1) (c) 2., Register, Octobei, 1982; No. 322, eff 11-1-82, am (2), eff,
1 - 1 -83 ; am . (l) (a), Reg i stei, Augu st, 1985, No, 356, eff 9-1-85 ; i andrecr (1) (b),
ci (1) (d), Register; Apri 1 ,1990, No 412, eff 5- 1 -90; correction in (1) (c) 1 made,
unde c s 1 3 93 (2m) (b) 7 , Stats, Reg i ster, Decembei, 1996, No. 442; Cr :, ( 1 ) (b) 5 ..,
am. ( 1 ) (d) and c : (2), Regi stei; March, 2000, No,. 531, eff'. 4-1-00.

Comm 57 .165 Smoke detection for CBRF . (1) GsN-
Exfu., All CBRF within the scope of'this chapter shall be provided
with an approved smoke detection system .

(2) TYPE oF sYSiEtvt The smoke detection system specified in
sub (1) shall be at least a low voltage interconnected smoke detec-
tion system designed to protect the entire facility and capable of
sounding an alarm thioughout the facility or at a central location
upon actuation ofany smoke detector

(3) SMOKE DETECTOR LOCATION At least I approved intercon-
nected smoke detector shall be provided at the following loca-
tions :

(a) At the head of every open stairway ;
(b) At the door leading to every enclosed staiYway on each

floor level ;
(c) In every corfidoi, spaced,not more than 30 feet apart and

not further than 15 feet from any wall ;
(d) In each common use room, including living rooms, dining

xooms, family rooms, lounges and recreation rooms but not
including kitchens ; an d

(e) In each sleeping room in which smoking is allowed .

(4) APrLiCnBitilY The provisions of this section shall apply
to all CBRF constructed on or after the effective date of this sec-
tion and to those CBRF previously constcucted .

Note : See s Comm 51 .245 f'oi add itional requirements pertaining to smoke detec-
tors .

Histqry: Cr Register, Aug ust, 1985, N o 356, eff'9-1-85

Comm 57.17 Fire alarms. (1) GENERAL (a) Except as
provided in par (b), every building, which can accommodate 20
or more persons, as determined by the requirements specified in
s . Comm 57 04, shall be provided with a manual f ire alarm system
as specif ied in s Comm 5124 .

(b) Residential occupancies, including hotels and motels, not
more th an one story in height in which each living unit has a pr i -
mary swinging exit door at grade level are exempted f i om the pro-
visions of par (a)

(2) APPLICATION This section shall apply to a ll buildings in
existence on the effective date of this section and to those build-
ings constructed thereafter.

History : Cr Re gister, December, 1981, No 312, eff 1 -1-82; am (1), Register,
Octobei, 1982, No 322, eff 11 -1-82 ; am (1) (b), Register, December, 1983 No
336,eff 1-1-8 4

Comm 57.18 Fire extinguishers. (1) GsrrExai. Poi ta-
ble fire extinguishers shall be provided in buildings mo re than one
story in height The extinguishers shall be located in the public
areas of the building and comply with the requirements of Table
57 1 8

Note : See Appendix A for fu rtfier explanatory material

Table 57 .18
Basic Minimum Maximum Travel Area to be
Extinguisher Distance to Protected per
Rating for Extinguishers Extinguisher

Area Specif i ed (feet) (square feet)
2A 75 6,000

3A 75 9,000

4A 75 11,250
6A 75 11,250

(2) LOCATION (a) Extinguishers shall be conspicuously
located where they are readily accessible and immediately avail-
able in the event of f 'ire .

(b) Extingui sheisshall notbe obstructed of obscured f'rom
view

(3) MAINTENANCE Portable fire extinguishers shall be main-
tained as specifi ed in s Comm 51 2 2

History: Cr . Register, December, 1981, No 312, eff. 1-1-82 ; emerg am (1), ef'f
9-6-86 ; am (1), Register, November ;1986, No 371, eff 12- 1 -86 ; r and recr Table,
Register, March, 1991, No 423, eff 4-1-91

Comm57.i9 Rowhouse. (1) VERIICAL-0CCUPANCYSEP-
ax,arioN S (a) Each living unit shall be separated fiom the adja-
cent living unit by a vertical occupancy separation of not less than
one hour fire-resistiv e construction, extending from the founda-
tion to the underside of the roof ' deck ,

(b) Piercing of the vertical occupancy separation between the
units by doors or windows shall be prohibited

(c) Piercing of the vert ical occupancy separation by mechani-
cal , electri cal of plumbing elements may be permitted provided
the piercing is as specified in s Comm 51 ; 049 and it does not vio-
late the hourly rating of' the wall.

Note: Mechanical, electrical or plumning systems may be located in the occu-
pancy separation wall and components may penetrate one or both sides of ' the wall
within the same stud space See s Comm 51 049 (3) for additional requirements per-
taining to plastic components

(2) Extis Each living unit shall have a separate exit within 6
feet of the exit discharge grade

(3) ATTIC ACCESS Each living unit shall have attic access as
specif ied in s Comm 51 . 02 (18) (a) Compliance with the provi-
sions of s : Comm 51 , 02 (18) (b) is not required .

(4) EXCEPTIONS Where each living unit has a separate heating
system, compliance with ss Comm 51 08 and 57 17 is not
require d

History: Cr Registec„ December, 1981 . No 312, eff 1-1-82 ; renum (1) (a) and
(b) to be (1) (b) and (c), cr. (1) (a), Register, August, 1985, No 356, eff 1-1-86 ; am
(2), Register, January, 1994, No 457, eff 2-1-94 ; correction in (4) made under s ,
13 .93 (2m) (b) 7, Stats, Register, September, 1998, No 51 3
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Comm 57 .20 Accessibility requirements . All places
of abode covered under this subchapter shall comply with the
applicable requirements of s Comm 52 0 4

History: Ci Register, April, 1994 No 460, eff 5-1-94

Subchapter II-Accessibility Standards for Covered
Multifamil y Hou sing

Part 1 - Scope, Purpose and Application

Comm 57.70 Scope . (1) COVERED Except as specified in
sub (2), this subchapter applies to all covered multifamily hous-
ing including apartment buildings, towfiouses, townhouses and
condominiums

(2) NOT COVERED Multilevel dwelling units with separate
exterior entrances in buildings without elevators are exempt fiom
the accessibility requirements specified in this subchapter.

History : Cr Register, April, 1 994, No 460, efl 5-1-94; am, R egistec, December,
1998 ; No 516, eff 1-1-99

Comm 57 .71 Purpose . (1) GENERAL The purpose of
this subchapter is to ensure that all buildings under the scope of
this subchapter are designed and constructed to be accessible to
people with disabilitie s

(2) SEPARATE BUILDINGS Dwelling units within a single struc-
ture separatedby any fire-resistive rated walls within a structure
do not createsepaiate buildings, unless the walls are 4-hour fire-
resistive building division walls as defined in s Comm 51 01
(144) (a)

Note: This subchapter does not i nvalidate or limit the remedies, rights and proce-
dures of federal laws or l ocal laws that provide greater or equal protection for the
rights of individua l s with disabi lities or individuals associated with them

Hi stor y: Cr Register, Apri l , 1 994, No, 460, eff 5- 1 -94 ; correction in ( 2 ) made
under s, 13 .93 (2m) (b) 7 ., Stats,, Regis ter ; March, 2000, No, 531 ,

Part 2 - Departmental Action

Comm 57.74 Plan examination and department
action . Confotmance with the accessibility requirements as
specified in this subchaptei shall be presented as a part of'the gen-
exal plan submittals as required under s Comm 50 1 2

Histor y : Cr, Register, April, 1 994, No 460, eff 5 -1-94

Part 3 - Definitions

Comm 57.77 Definitions. In this subchaptei:
(1) "Accessible" means able to be approached, entered and

used by persons with disabilities ,
(2) "Accessible route" means a continuous unobstructed path

connecting accessible elements and spaces in a building or within
a site or from a site to a vehicular route, that can be negotiated by
a1lpersons with a disability Interior accessible routes include cor-
cidors, floors, ramps, elevators and lifts Exterior accessible
routes include parking, access aisles, curb ramps, walks, ramps
and lifts

(3) "Bathroom" means a room which contains a water closet,
lavatory and bathtub or showet .

(4) "Clear" meansunobstructed .
(5) "Common use aceas" means Yooms, spaces or elements

inside or outside ofa building that are made available for the use
of'residents of a building or their guests and which are not within
an individual living unit

126

(6) "Covered multifamily housing" means any of the follow-
ing housing or dwelling units that are first ready for occupancy on
or after October 1, 1993 :

(a) Housing consisting of' 3 or more dwelling units if'the hous-
ing has one or more elevators

(b) Grade-level dwelling units, in housing without elevators,
consisting of' 3 or more dwelling unit s

(7) "Dwelling unit" means a single unit of residence for a
household of' one person or a family

(8) "Entrance" means any exterior access door to a building
of portion ofa building used by residents to enter the building
An"entrance" does not include a door to a loading dock or a door
used primarily as a nonrequired service entrance, even if nondis-
abled residents occasionally use that door to enter ,

(9) "Finished grade" means the ground suiface of the site after
all constiuction, leveling, grading, and development has been
completed

(10) "Grade-level floor" means the floor of a building closest
to finished grade that contains dwelling units .

Note: See s, Comm 57 81 (1) for accessible bui l ding entrances to a grade-level
floor

(11) "Loft" means an intecmediate level floor between the
floor and ceiling of any story located within a room of rooms of
a dwelling uni t

(12) "Multilevel dwelling unit" means an individual dwelling
unit with finished living space located on one floor level and a
floor level immediately above or below i t

(13) "Powder room" means a room which contains a water
closet and alavatory, .

(14) "Primary floor" means a floor which is intended for use
b,ythe employes or patrons, of both . A floor used primarily for
mechanical purposes or storage, or both, will not be considered as
a primary floor.

(15) "Public use areas" means interior or exterior rooms or
spaces of a building that are made available to the general public

(16) "Single-level dwelling unit" means an individual dwell-
ing unit with all of'the finished living space located on one floox

(17) "Site" means a parcel of land bounded by property lines

(18) "Slope" means the relative steepness of'the land between
2 point s

(19) "Undisturbed site" means the site bef'ore any construc-
tion, leveling, grading, or development associated with the current
pcoject:

(20) "Vehicular or pedestrian arrival points" means public of
resident parking areas, public transportation stops, passenger
loading zones, and public streetsor sidewalk s

(21) "Vehicular route" means a route intended for vehicular
traffic, such as a street, driveway or parking lot .

History : Cr'.. Registec, April, 1994, No 460, eff'. 5-1 -94 ; r, (6) (c), Register,
December, 1998, No 5 1 6, eff 1-1 -9 9

Part 4 - General R equirements

Comm 57.78 Accessibility requirements , new
construction . All covered multifamily housing constructed on
or after May 1, 1994 shall comply with the accessibility require-
ments in ss . Comm 57 .81 to57871 .

History : Cr Register, Api il, 1994, No 460 ; eff 5-1-94

~
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Comm 57 . 79 Accessibility requirements for addi -
tions and remodeled covered multifamily housing .
(1) GENERAL All existing multifamily housing being remodeled
or added to under this section shall comply with the following :

(a) More than 50% remodeled or added . If' more than 50% of
the gross interior area of an existing multifamily housing building
is remodeled or added to, the entire building shall be designed and
constructed in accordance with the accessibility requirements
specified in ss Comm 57 .81 to 57 871 .

(b) 2.5% to .50°lo remodeled or added If 25% to 50% of the
gross interior area of an existing multifamily housing building is
remodeled or added to, that portion of'the building being remod-
eled or added to shall be designed and constructed in accordance
with the accessibility standards specified in ss Comm 57 81 t o
57 $71 .

(c) Less than 25% remodeled or added If less than 25% of the
gross interior area of an existing multifamily housing building is
remodeled or added to, the remodeling is not subject to the acces-
sibility standards specified in ss Comm 5781 to 57 .871, unless
the alteration involves work on inteiioi doois, entrances, exits,
bathrooms or toilet rooms, in which case the interior doors,
entrances, exits, bathroom or toilet rooms shall comply with the
standards specified in ss . Comm 57 81 to 57 87 1

(2) REMODELING OR A DDI NG IN STAGES The percentage
requirements established in this section apply to the accumulative
sum of any remodeling or additions, or both, undertaken after Ma y
1,1994 .

(3) EXISTING BUILDINGS WITH MIXED OCCUPANCIES (8) Build-
ings with an area of 20,000 s yuare feet or less I f an existing build-
ing with mixed occupancies is remodeled or added to and the
gross interior area of the building after remodeling or adding to is
20,000 square feet or less, access and interior circulation shall be
provided to a piimary floor Interior circulation between floor lev-
els is not required.

(b) Buildangs with an area greater than 20,000 square feet If
an existing building with mixed occupancies is remodeled or
added to and the gross interior area of the building after the remod-
eling or adding to is greater than 20,000 square feet, access and
interior circulation shall be provided to all floor levels . The
method of interior circulation provided between the floor levels
shall comply with the applicable provisions in s Comm 52 04 ,

(4) CHANGE OF USE If the use of an existing building is
changed to a covered multifamily housing use and building is
remodeled or added to, the building shall comply with this section

History : Cr Register, Apiil, 1994, No 460, eff 5-1-94

Part S -Accessibaliry requirements

Comm 57.81 Accessible building entrance on an
accessible route . Covered multifamily housing shall comply
with this section and Table 57 81 for the number of accessible
entrances and exits, dwelling units and the accessible interior fea-
tures required in the dwelling units.

(1) ACCESSIBLE B UILDING, EN T RANCES TO A, GR ADE-L EVEL

FLOOR Except for covered multifamily housing with site imprac-
ticality as specified in sub . (4), the giade-level floor of each cov-
ered multifamily housing building on a site shall be served by a
building entrance on an accessible route In addition to the desig-
nated grade-level floor with dwelling units, all other floors con-
taining dwelling units which are located within 30 inches of fin-
ished grade shall be served by a building entrance on an accessible
route

(2) ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE DOOR Each accessible entrance
door to a covered multifamily housing building shall be at least 36
inches in width. Minimum space requirements at the latch side of
the door shall comply with the applicable portions of'Table 57 8 2

(3) AccssstsLE xovrE Except for covered multifamily hous-
ing withsite impracticality as specified in sub . (4), each building
on a site shall have at least one accessible route complying with
applicable portions of' Table 5782 .
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Table 57.8 1
NEW C ONSTR UCT ION REQU IREMENTS

128

Number of Required

Iypes of Coveied Number of Ac c essible Access ible Exits fr om Number of Ac ce ssibl e Accessible F 'e atures

Multifamily Housin g Ent ran ces1 Gca de-Lsvel Floar Dwelling Units of Dwe ll ing Uni t

I Covered multifamily housing without eleva-
tors

A Housing with co mm on entranc es to a
gr ade-leJ e P floor with dwell ing units

1 Sing le-level dwel li ng units All entrances3 All required exitS4 56 All dwe llin g units o n the ss . C omm 57 8 2 t o
g rade-level floor 57 .87 1

2 Multile vel dwe lling units All entrances3 All required eXitS4 5,0 Grade-le vel por tion of ss . C omm 57 82 t o
dwel li ng units on the 57 87 1
o rade-leve i fl oo r

B Housing with separate exterio r

entrances to eac h dwe lling unit

I Single-l ev el dwellin g units All entiances3 A ll require d exits4,s 6 All gt ade-level dw elling ss . Co mm 57 82 t o

units 57871

II Co vere d multifamily hous ing with elevators

A Sin gle-leve l dwellin g unit s All ennances3 All require d exits4,56 All dwelling unit s on all ss. Co mm 57 82 t o
- flo ors se rve d by an ele- 57 871 required in all

vator s hall be acce ssible dwelling unit s on al l
floors served by an ele-
vator

B Multilevel dw elling unit s All entrances3 All required exits , Grad e-level po rti on s of s s. Co mm 57 82 to
all multilev el dwellin g 57 87 1 required in

unit s on all fl oo rs served gra de-level portion of al l

by an elevat ot s hall be dwelli n g units on a l l
accessible fl oors served by an ele -

vatoi

An accessible entrance may also serv e as a required exit

-C.X1lJ 1Cq WICU U y l :llJl.UlfLll JV to V Y

3 Where all entranc es ace not accessible, site impracticality for the nonacce s sible en tran ce s shall be determined th roug h the p etition p ro ce s s
4Wheie a rescue platform as specified in s Comm 57 05 (2) or an exteiior, s taiiw ay is provided as a sec ond exit fiom an individual dwelli ng unit, the rescue platfbim or

ext eiior staiiway shall be size d to accommod ate at le ast one whee lc hair space Th e wheelchair space shall m easure at l east 30 inches by 48 in ches and the swing of
the e xit doo r s hall n ot infiin ge int o the wh eelchair space .

5A second e xit from a grade-level floor with dwellin g units may be to an exterior stairway, providin g the e xit stairway platfo cm is sized to acco mmodate space for 2
wheelchairs . Each whee lchair space shall measure at l east 30 inches by 48 inches and the swin g of the exit d oor shall not in fr inge into the wheelchair s paces

6Where all exits are n ot accessibl e, s ite impracticality for the n onaccessible exits sh all be determined throu gh th e petition proces s
BWhere a buildin g elevator is provide d only as a means of creatin g an acce ssible route to dwelli n g units on a grade-level floor, the buildin g i s n ot considered an eleva-

tor building, only the grade-level dwelling unit s shall be acce ssible
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(4) SITE IMPRACTICALITY DUE TO TERRAIN OR UNUSUAL CHAR-
ACTERISTICS OF THE SITE (a) Petition for variance Except for
housing in floodplains or coastal high-hazard areas as specified
in par (d), the department may grant a variance fiom the require-
ments relating to an accessible entrance or an accessible route to
a covered multifamily housing without elevators, if the person
designing, constructing or remodeling the housing shows that
complying with the accessible entrance or an accessible route is
impractical because of the terrain or unusual characteristics of the
site Site impracticality shall be determined through the petition
for variance procedure specified in s . Comm 5025 .

(b) Determining site impracticality To determine the site
impracticality of an undisturbed site, the designer shall use the site
impracticality requirements as specified in requirement number
1 ., (2) of the federal fair housing accessibility guidelines, as
printed in the federal register, volume 56, number 44, on March
6, 199 1

Note : See Appendix for a copy of th e site impracticality guidelines fiom the fed-
eral register

(c) Petition conditions and waiver. Exterior accessibili ty shall
be provided to at least 50% of the dwelling units of covered multi-
family housing at one site . The department may impose specific
conditions in granting a variance to promote exterior accessibility
of'the covered multifamily housing to persons with disabilities
If the department finds that exterior accessibility is impractical to
all dwelling units at a site, the department may grant a waiver from
the exterior requirements under sub (1 )

(d) Floodplains and coastal high-hazard areas . A petition f'o
rvariance is not required for covered multifamily housing located

in a federally, state or locally designated floodplain or coastal
high-hazard area . Written documentation shall be submitted to
this department for approval indicating the covered multifamily
housing building is located such that the lowest floor or the lowest
structural member of'the lowest floor must be raised to a specified
level at or above the base flood elevation .

Histor y : Cr . Regi ster, April, 1994. No 460, eff 5-1-94 ; emerg. i . tabl e I B line
2 ; eff. 6-14-98 ; r foomote '7 oftable 1, Register, December, 1998, No 516, eff
1-1-99

Comm 57.82 Accessible and usable public and
common use areas . (1) GENERAL PUBLIC AND COMMON USE
axE .as All public and common use areas, such as hallways,
lounges, lobbies, laundry rooms, refuse rooms, mail rooms, recre-
ational areas and passageways among and between buildings in
covered multifamily housing shall compl y with Table 57 82 and
the appropriate sections of the Americans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG), as printed in Part III of the
July 26,1991 Federal Register and the September 6,1991 Federal
Register and ascorrected in theJanuary 14,1992 Federal Registec
Table 57 82 cites the appropriate section of the ADAAG standards
and- describes the appropriate application of' the standards, includ-
ing modifications to the referenced standard .

Note : ,Copies of the ADAAG standards can be obtained fiom the New Orders,
Superintendent of Documents, PO Box 371954, Pi tt sburgh, Pennsylvania
15250-795 4

11 71 A ~l.,, ~ TF parking L.%Zj ACCESSIBLE PARKING Sini,~S If yui~~a spaces, Su c i~ as

surface parking or garage parking , are provided at covered multi-

f'amily housing, accessible parking spaces shall be provided and
designed in accordance with the fbllowing :

(a) Size 1 Tenant parking a Except as specif i ed in subpar
b, an accessible parking space shall be at least 96 inches wide with
an adjacent marked access aisle at least 60 inches wid e

b A private garage serving an individual accessible dwelling
unit shall have a minimum clear inside dimension of 13 feet in
width .

2 . Visitor parking An accessible parking space when pro-
vided for visitors shall be at least 96 inches wide with an adjacent
marked ac ce ss aisle at least 60 inches wide

(b) Number of accessible parking spaces 1 Tenant parking
At least 2% of the total number of tenant parking spa ces at each
type of parking facility, such as surface parking or garage parking,
shall be accessible In no case shall there be less than one accessi-
ble parking space at each type of parking facility at each buildin g

2 . Visitor parking If visitor parking is provided in addition
to the tenant parking, at least 2% of the visitor parking spaces, with
a minimum of' one, shall be accessibl e

(c) Access ible route 1 General Except as specified in subd
2, an exterior accessible route shall be provided from each acces-
sible parking spa ce to an ac ce ssible building entrance The acces-
sible parking spaces shall be located as close as possible to the
accessible building entrance

2 Exceptions a In a covered multifamily housing building
with underground parking, interior circulation to a grade-level
floor with dwelling units may be provided in lieu of an exterior
accessible route from the underground parking to an accessible
building entrance The method of interior circulation shall be an
elevator or another approved method of interior circulation as
specifi ed in s . Comm 52 04 and ch . Comm 1 8

b In a covered multifamily housing building without eleva-
tors and having underground parking, on-giade covered garage
parking located on an exterior accessible route to an accessible
building entrance may be used in lieu of' the underground accessi-
ble parking spaces and the exterior acce ssible route from the
underground parking f 'acility.

3 Private attached garages . If a single-level dwelling unit or
an accessible multilevel dwelling unit has an attached garage
which serves only that dwelling unit, an exterior or interior acces-
sible route shall be provided fiom the attached garage to an acces-
sibledwelling unit entrance

(d) Passenger loading zones If passenger loading zones are
provided, the passenger loading zones shall be designed and
installed to comply with ADAAG 4 . 6 6 .

(e) Identifieation 1 Tenant parking The accessible tenant
parking spaces provided at coveied multifamily housing shall be
designated with a sign which clearly states that the parking space
is reserved for use by tenants with disabilities The sign specif i ed
in s Trans 200 07 shall not be used to identify tenant ac ce ssible
parking spaces .

2 Visitor parking Accessible visitor parking spaces shall be
identifi ed with a sign complying with s . Trans 200 07 Additional
signs shall be aiSi;lieu iv u :ieci yeisanS from the accessible pzik-
ingspace to the accessible entrance .
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TABLE 57.8 2

B AS IC C OMPONEN TS FO R ACCESS IBL E AND USA BLE PUBLIC AN D COMMON USE A REAS O R FAC I LITI E S

Accessible element or sn a c e

I Ac ces sible ro ute (s)

2 . Protruding objec t s

3 Ground and flo or s ur face treatments

4 Parking and passenger loading zo nes

5 Curb ramps . . ,

6 Ramps

7 Stair

8 Ele v a tor

9 Platform lift

10 Dri nking fountains and water c oo lers

11 Toilet rooms and bathing fa cilities (including water closets, toilet-
rooms and stalls, urinals, lav atories and mirrors, bathtubs, shower
stalls and sinks )

12 Seatin g, tables or work surfaces

13 Places of assembly
14 Common u se spaces and facilities (includin g swimming pools, play-

gr ounds, entrances, rental offi ces, lo bbie s, el e vato rs, mailbox areas,
]oun ges ; halls and coiiidois , and the like )

15 Laundry rooms

made under s 13 93 (2m) (b) 7 ., Stats ., Register, December., 1 996, No 492

Comm 57.83 Usable doors. All coveted multifamily
housing shall provide usable doors as follows :

(1) P UBL IC AND COMMON USE AREAS (8) DOO YwayS . All door-
ways that are part of an accessible route in the public and common
use areas of covered multifamily housing shall have a minimum
clear opening of 32 inches in width and shall comply with the
applicable poitions of Table 57 .82, and Figures 57 83-1 and
57 8 .3- 2

(b) Double leaf doorways Where double leaf doorways ate
used in covered multifamily housing at least one door leaf shall
provide a minimum clear opening of 32 inches in width .
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hLnn~
Section Applicatio n

43 ( 1 ) Except as spe cified in (2), within the bound ary of the site:

(a) From public transportation sto ps, accessible parking space s, acces -
sible passenger loading zones, and publi c streets or sidewalk s to

accessible building entrances

(b) Connecting ac cess ible building s , faciliti es, e le ment s and sp a ces
that are on th e s ame site Handrails are no t re quire d on access ible
walks H a ndrail s s hall be provided on ramp s with a slope of 11 2

(c) Connecting accessible building or facility entrances with accessi -
ble s paces and ele ments within the building or facility, includin g

adapt a ble dwellin g units

(2) Where s ite or legal constraints prevent a route ac ces sible t o per -

sons us ing whe elchairs be tw e en covered multifamil y dwe llings and
publi c or commo n use facilities el s ewhere on the site , a vehicular
route may be provide d a s an alternativ e a c cessible ro ute , providina
the re i s accessible parking at each facility Other site pro visions shall

comply with the applicable portions of thi s table

44 Accessible route or maneuvering space including, but not limited t o
ha lls, corridors, pa ssa geways or ai sles

45 Access ible route s , room s and spa ces, including floo rs, walks, ramps,
s tairs and curb ramps

466 If provided , acce ssible parking at covere d multifamil y hou sing shall
comply with s Comm 57 82 (2 ). If provided, passenger loadin g zone s
shall comply with ADAAG 4 6 6

4 7 Acces sible route s crossin g curb s

4 8 Access ible route s with s lop es greater than 1 :20 shall comply with
ADAAG 4 8, except the iamp width shall be at leas t 48 inche s

49 ' Stairs o n accessible routes connectin g levels not connected by an
e levator Stairs noron ac ces sible routes sh all co mply with s Comm
57 97

410 If provided , elevators s hall comply with s Comm 52 04 and ch
Co mm 1 8

4 11 May be used in lieu of'an elevator or ramp only as specif ied in s
Co mm 52 04. ,

4. 15 Fifty perc e nt o f fountains and coolers on each floor, or at le ast one ,

water c oole rs if provided in the facility o r at the site

Where provided in public u se and co mmon use facilities, at lea srone

of each fixhue provided per room
4.22

4 32 If provided inacce ssibl e spaces, at le ast o ne of each type provided.

4 ,33 If provided in the facili ty or at the site

41 If" pro vided in the facili ty or at the s ite :
through (a) Where multiple recreatio nal facilities such as, butnot limited to

433 tennis or cacketball courts, are provided at le ast 1 0% with a minimum
of one recreational faci li ties or g ame area of e ach type shall be ac ces-
sible

(b) Acc ess is required to all spectator viewing for recreati onal facili-
de s

(c) Access i s required only to th e deck area of'such facilities as, but
not li mited to, swimmin g p ools and whirlpools

(d) Where practical, ac cess to all or a portion of nature trails and jog-
ging path s

4,326 If provided in the faci lity or at the site, at least one of each type of

appliance provided in each ac cessible laundry are a shall be a ccessible
Where washers are pro vided , at leas t one was her shall be front-
loadin g

on all entrance and exit doors and on all entrance doors to individ-
ual dwell ing un its of`covered multifamily housing .

(2) INDIVIDUAL DWELLING uNtrs (a) Doorways. All s ing le
l eaf doorways and at least one door leaf of doub le leaf' doorways
into and within individual dwelling units shall pc ovide a minimum
cl ear opening of at least 32 inches nominal width between the face
of' the door and stop

Note : A 34-inch door, hung in the standard manner, provide s an acceptable nomi-
na1 3 2-inch clear openin g, Thi s door can be adapt e d t o provide a wider opening by
using offset hing es , by removing lower portions of the door stop or both , Pocket or
s li din g doors are acc eptable doors in covered multifamily dwelling units acidhave the
added advantage of not impingin g on clear floor spa c e in small rooms The nomina]
32-inch clear openin g pro vided by a standard six-fo ot sliding patio door assembly
i s acceptable ,
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(b) Doorways and corridors All doorways and coicidors shall (c) Lever door hunclles . Lever door handles on interior dwell -
be designed to provide access and shall comply with the minimum ing unit doors may be requested by the renter and shall be provide d
design standards specified in Figure 57 .83-2. by the landlord at no additional cost Co the rente r

FIGURE 57 83-1 CLEAR DOORWAY WIDTH AND DEPTH

32 min

32 min

(a) H inged Door

32 rnin

~

(b) Folding Doo r

~ 32 min
~--

(c) Sliding Door (d) Max imum Doorway Depth

F I GURE 57 .83-2 DOORWAYS AND CORRIDORS

.. . .
. ~ } .. ~ . . . ~ .. ~r. . . . . . .

MINIMUM CLEAR DOORWAY AND CORRIDOR DIMENSIONS
CORRIDOR WIDTH DOORWAY CLEARANCES

Z Dimensioni X(Straight run) Y(90 degree tur n)
36 inches 32 inches 36 inches

38 inches 32 inches 36 inches
40 inches 32 inches 34 inches

42 inches and greater 32 inches 32 inches
IThe corridor width, Z dimension, shall be maintained for a distance of at least 5 feet from the edge of the door openin g

History : Cr Register, April, 1994, No 460, eff 5-1-94
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Comm 57.84 Accessible route into and through the
covered dwelling unit. (1) ACCESSIBLE ROUTE Except as
specified in sub (2), an accessible route complying with the fol-
lowing requirements shall be provided throughout a dwelling unit
in covered multifamily housing

(a) Minimum wadth An accessible route shall provide a mini-
mum clear width of 36 inches

(b) Changes in floor level Withirrdwelling units, changes in
floor levels between 1/4 inch and 1/2 inch shall be beveled with a
slope no greater than 1 :2 . Changes in level gceaterthan 1/2 inch
shall be ramped in accordance with the applicable portions of
Table 57 .82 ,

(c) Thresholds at exterior doors Thresholds at exterior doors,
including sliding door tracks, shall be no higher than 3/4 inch
Thresholds and changes in level at exterior door locations shall be
beveled with a slope no greater than 1 : 2

(d) Exterior landing 1 . Except as specified in subd. 2, an
exterior landing shall be provided at all required exits or entrances
of' coveied multifamily housing and the landing shall be no more
than 1/2 inch below the flooclevel of the interiorofChe dwelling
unit The exterior landing shall have a side slope not greater than
1/8 inch per foot and shall be at least 5 feet deep measured perpen-
dicular to the door and shall provide at least 18 inches of' clear
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2 Comply with the accessibility standards specified under
this subchapter with respect to the rooms located on the entry or
accessible floor; and

3 Contain a bathroom or a powder room which complies with
ss Comm 57 86 and 57 .871 .

His to ry: Cr Register, Aptil, 1994, No 460, eff. 5-1-94 ; emerg 1 (2) (d), eff
6-14-98 ; 1 (2) (d),. Register, December, 1998, No 516, eff 1-1-9 9

Comm 57 .85 Light switches , electrical outlets, ther-
mostats and other environmental controls in accessible
locations. Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats, circuit
controls and other environmental controls installed in covered
multifamily housing shall be located for use by the tenant as fol-
lows :

(1) HEIGHT OF cotvlxots Except as specified in sub (2), opei-
able parts of'the controls shall be located no higher than 48 inches
and no lower than 15 inches above the floo r

(2) HEIGH T OF CONTROLS OVER OBSTRUCTIONS I f a person is
required to reach over an obstruction which is between 20 and 25
inches in depth, the maximum height shall be reduced to 44 inches
for a forward approach or 46 inches for a side approach Obstruc-
tions shall not extend more than 25 inches from the wall beneath
a control

Note : See Appendix for example of reach dimensions over an obstruction
History : Ci Register, April, 1 994, No 460, eff 5-1-94

landing suiface adjacent to the doar knob side of the door .

2 .. Exterior deck, patio or balcony surfaces shall be no more Comm 57 . 86 Reinforced walls for grab bar s . All cov-
than 1/2 inch below the floor level of the inteiioi of the dwelling ered multifamily housing shall provide reinforced walls for grab

unit, unless the exterior deck; patio or balcony surfaces are bars as follows:

constructed of impervious material such as, but not limited to, ( 1 ) LOCATION (a) Except as specified in sub . (2), reinforced

concrete, brick or flagstone, In such cases ; the surface shall be no bathroom walls shall be provided to allow the later installation of
more than 4 inches below the floor level offhe interior of the grab baYS around the water closet, tub, shower stall and shower
dwelling unit seat, where such facilities are provided Reinforced areas shall b e

(2) EXCEPTIONS (a) Raised or sunken areas . An accessible provided at least at those points where grab bars will be mounted

route is not required to a raised or sunken area of an individual as shown in Figures 57 86r1, 57 .86-2 and 57 .86-3

dwelling unit The raised or sunken area shall not interrupt the (b) If a powder room, containing a water closet and sink, is the
accessible route throughout the remainder of the dwelling unit only toilet facility located on an accessible level of' a multilevel

(b) Single-level dwelling units with lofts Single-level dwell- dwelling unit, reinforced bathroom walls shall be provided t o
ing units may include lofts In single-level dwelling units with allow the later installation of grab bars aroundxhe water closet and

lofts, all spaces other than the loft shall be on an accessible route . sink

All portions of a loft shall be open and unobstructed to the room (2) EXCEPTION Where the water closet is not placed adjacent
in which they are located, except for columns and posts and pro- to a side wall, the areas where the installation of floor mounted,

tective walls or railings not more than 44 inches in height . The area foldaway or similar alternative grab bars would be installed shall

of the loft shall not be more than one-third of the area of the floor bereinforced .

level located directly below the loft in the dwelling unit No
te : Asunkentubpiacedawayfromwallscouldhavereinforcedazeasf'orinstal-

laaon of floor-mounted grab bus. The same principle applies to shower stalls ; for

(c) Multilevel dwelling units in housing with elevatOrs . Iri mUl - example glass-walled stalls could be planned to allow floor-mounted grab bars to be

tilevel dwelling units in buildings with elevators, an accessible
. installealace x

Note : Reinforcement for grab bars may be provided in a variety of ways such as,
route shall be provided on the level of the dwelling unit which is by plywood or wooa blocking, so long as the necessary reinforcement is placed so

served by the b uilding elevator and shall : as to permit later installation of appropriate grab bar s

I Include thepiimaty entry to the dwelling unit

~'

.
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FIGURE 57 86- 1
LOCATION OF GRAB BAR REINFORCEMENT FOR WATER CLOSETS

12 max 24 min (42 preferted)
12 min 12 min •

=J ~_--

`
00 E E
co m

co

Rein forced Areas for Instal latio n
of Grab Bars

FIGURE 57 862
LOCATION OF GRAB BAR REINFORCEMENT FOR ADAPTABLE BATHTUB S
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NOTE : The areas outlined in dashed lines represent locations for future installation

of grab bars for typical fixture configurations .

FIGURE 57 .86-3
LOCATION OF GRAB BAR REINFORCEMENTS FOR ADAPTABLE SHOWERS
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NOTE: The areas outlinec# In dashed lines represent locations for future
Installation of grab bars.

History : Cr Register, Apiil, 1994, No 460, eff 5-1-94

ti
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Comm 57 . 87 Usable kitchens. Kitchens of covered
multifamily housing shall be designed and constructed as follows:

(1) CLEAR FLOOR sPACE . A clear floor space at least 30 inches
by 48 inches that allows a parallel approach by a person in a
wheelchair shall be provided at the range or cooktop and sink, and
either a parallel or forward approach shall be provided at the oven,
dishwasher, xefiigerator, fieezer or trash compacto r

Note: See Appendix for the m inimum clear floor space for wheelchair s

(2) CL EAR ANCE BETWEEN COUNTERS Clearance between
counters and all opposing base cabinets, countertops, appliances
or walls shall be at least 40 inche s

(3) U-S H APED KI TCHENS In U-shaped kitchens with a sink,
range or cooktop at the base of the "U," a 60-inch turning radius
shall be provided to allow a parallel approach, or the base cabinets
shall be removable at that location to allow knee space for a for-
ward approach

Hi story: Ci Register, April, 1994 , No, 460, eff 5-1-94

Comm 57 . 871 Usable bathrooms. At least one bath-
room in a dwelling unit shall be designed in accordance with sub
(2) All other bathrooms shall comply with sub. (1 )

(1) BASIC USABILITY (a) Design of bathroom Maneuvering
s ace shall be rovided within the bathroom for a erson using a
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swing o f the door and to permit use of fixtures This clear floor
space may include any kneespace and toespace available below
bathroom fixture s

2 Where the door swings out of the bathroom, a clear floor
space of 30 inches by 48 inches shall be provided within the bath-
room for a person using a wheelchair or other mobility aid to posi-
tion the wheelchair such that the person is allowed use of f i xtures.
Clear floor space shall be provided to a llow persons using wheel-
chairs to reopen the door to exi t

Note : See Appendix for examples of bathrooms complying with the higher level
of usabili t y

(b) Water closets Water closets shall be located within bath-
rooms so that a grab bat may be installed on one side of the water
closet In locations where water closets are adjacent to walls or
bathtubs, the centerline of the water closet shall be a minimum of
18 inches from the obstacle The side of the water closet without
agrab bar shall be a minimum of' 15 inches measured from the cen-
terline of the wateccloset to the finished surface of adjacent walls,
vanities or the edge of a lavatory

Note : See Appendix for examples of clear floor space at water closets

(c) Vanities and lavatories When 2 or more lavato ries are pro-
vided in a bathroom, at least one lavatory shall be made accessi-

p p p ble .
wheelchair or other mobility aid to enter and close the door, use l Vanities and lavatories shall be installed with the centerline
the fixtures, reopen the door and ex it Doocs may swing into the of the lavatory a minimum of 15 inches, measured horizontally,
clear floor space provided at any fixture if the maneuvering space from an adjoining wall or f 'ixture .
is provided Maneuvering spaces may include any kneespace or 2, The top of the fi xture c i m shall be a maximum height of 34
toespace available below bathroom f ixtures inches above the finished floor

Note : See Appendix for an exampleof a bathroom complying with the basi c
usability requirements 3 A clear floor space at least 30 inches by 48 inches shall be

(b) Clear floor space Clear floor space of 30 inches by 48 provided at a lavatory for either a parallel or , fr ont approach If a

inches shall be pro vided at all fixtures Clear floor space at f ix- front approach is used, full kneespace shall be provided below the

tures may oveilap: lavatory at least 1 7 inches in depth If kneespace is provided
Note : See Appendix for examples of clear floor space at bathroom fixtures below the vanity, the bottom of the apron shall be at least 27 inches
Note : Cabinets under lavatories are acceptable provided the bathroom has space above the floo r

to allow a parallel approach by a person in a wheelchaic If a pacallei approach is not Note : See Appendix for examples of clear floor space at lavatoiies
possible within the space, any cabinets provided would have to be removable to
afford the necessary knee cieaz an ce for a forward approach (Cl) Bathtub and ShOwer ' , ft xtuY'e5 . When both bathtub and

(c) Shower stall If a shower stall is the only bathing facility shower fixtures are provided in the bathroom, at least one fi xture

provided in the covered dwelling unit, the shower stall shall have shall be made accessible
an inside dimension at least 36 inches by 36 inches 1 Bathtubs a Where the centeiline of ' the conttols is located

(2) HIGHER LEVEL OF USABILITY (a) Design of bathroom 1 not more than 9 inches from the apron of the bathtub, a clear floor
Where the door swings into the bathroom, a clear floor space of space at least 30 inches by 48 inches shall extend at least 5 inches
30 inches by 48 inches shall be provided within the room for a per- beyond the head of the bathtub as shown in Figure 57 871-1
son to position a wheelchair or other mobility aid clear of the

FIGURE 57 . 871-1
CLEAR FLOOR SPACE/OFFSET CONTROL S

an-9 ot

J

(T"~ Clear floor spac e
~ at bathtub (30" by 48" )
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a'1-1

FIGURE 57 871-2
CLEAR FLOOR SPACE/CENTERED CONTROL S

b Where the centerline o f the controls is located between 9
inches and 18 inches fiom the apron of the bathtub, a clear floor
space at least 30 inches by 48 inches shall extend at least 9 inches
beyond the head of the bathtub as shown in Figure 57 871-2 .

2 Shower stalls a Shower stalls in a bathroom shall have
an inside dimension [at] least 36 inches by 36 inches .

b . A minimum clear floor space 30 inches wide by 48 inches
shall be provided outside the stal l

Note: See Appendix for an example of clear fl oor space

c . If the shower stall is the only bathing facility provided in
the covered dwelling unit, or on the ac ce ssible level of a covered
multilevel unit, the shower stall shall have reinforcing to allow for
installation of ' a wall hung bench seat

f Clear floor spac e
at bathtub (30" by 48 "

(3) POWDER ROOMS Where a powder room is the only toilet
room provided on the grade-level floor of' a multilevel dwelling
unit, the powder room shall be designed and constructed in
accordance with the applicable portions of' sub, (2)

Note : See Appendix for examples of adaptable powder rooms

(4) SINGLE-LEVER PLUMB ING CONTROLS Single-lever plumb-
ing controls or other controls which are approved by the depart-
ment, may be requested by the centeiforinstallation on plumbing
fixtures used by the rentet and shall be provided by the landlord
at no additional cost to the renter

Hi story: Cr. Registec, April, 1994, No. 460, eff 5-1-94; corrections in (2) (d) I
made under s 13 93 (2m) (b) 12, Stats, Register, October, 1994, No 46 6
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