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NR 252.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish effluent 
limitations, standards of performance, and pretreatment standards for 
discharges of process wastes from the leather tanning and finishing cate
gory of point sources and its subcategories. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.015 Applicability. This chapter applies to any leather tanning 
and finishing facility which discharges or may discharge process waste
water pollutants to the waters of the state, or which introduces or may 
introduce process wastewater pollutants into a publicly owned treat
ment works. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.02 General definitions. In addition to the definitions set forth in 
40 C.F.R. Part 401, the following definitions apply to this chapter: 

(1) "Chrome tan" means the process of converting hide into leather 
using a form of chromium. 

(2) "Existing source" means any source that is not a new source. 

(3) "Hair pulp" means the removal of hair by chemical dissolution. 

( 4) "Hair save" means the physical or mechanical removal of hair 
which has not been chemically dissolved, and either selling the hair as a 
by-product or disposing of it as a solid waste. 

(5) "Hide" means any animal pelt or skin as received by a tannery as 
raw material to be processed. 

(6) "Interference" means the discharge of sulfides in quantities which 
can result in human health hazards and risks to human life, and an inhi
bition or disruption of a POTW as defined in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.3 (i). 

(7) "Monthly average" means the arithmetic average of 8 individual 
data points from effluent sampling and analysis during any calendar 
month. 

(8) "New source," as defined for PSES and PSNS, means any building, 
structure, facility, or installation from which there is or may be a dis
charge of pollutants, the construction of which commenced after June 2, 
1982. 

(9) "New source," as defined for BPT, BAT, BCT, and NSPS, means 
any point source the construction of which commenced after January 6, 
1983. 

(10) "Raw material" means the hides received by the tannery except 
for facilities covered by the retan-wet finish-sides and retan-wet finish
splits subcategories where "raw material" means the hide or split in the 
condition in which it is first placed into a wet process. 
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(11) "Retan-wet finish" means the final processing steps performed on 
a tanned hide including, but not limited to, the following wet processes: 
retan, bleach, color, and fatliquor. 

(12) "Sulfide" means total sulfide as measured by the Society of 
Leather Trades' Chemists method SLM 4/2 as described ins. NR 252.03. 

(13) "Vegetable tan" means the process of converting hides into 
leather using chemicals either derived from vegetable matter or synthe
sized to produce effects similar to those chemicals. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.03 Sulfide analytical method. The following method located in 
Official Methods of Analysis, Society of Leather Trades' Chemists, 
Fourth Revised Edition, Redbourn, Herts., England, 1965, is to be used 
for the determination of sulfide in alkaline wastewaters. 

(1) OUTLINE OF METHOD. The sulfide solution is titrated with standard 
potassium ferricyanide solution in the presence of a ferrous dimethylgly
oxime ammonia complex. The sulfide is oxidized to sulfur. Sulfite inter
feres and must be precipitated with barium chloride. Thiosulfate is not 
titrated under the conditions of the determination. 

(2) REAGENTS. ( a) 0.lN potassium ferricyanide - 32.925 g. per liter
this solution must be kept in the dark. 

(b) Buffer. 200 g. NH4 Cl 200ml. ammonia (Sp.g. 0.880) per liter. 

( c) Barium chloride solution - 12.5 g. per liter 10 ml. of this solution 
will precipitate the equivalent of about 0.3 g. sodium sulfite. 

(d) Indicator - 10 ml. 0.6% FeSo4 50 ml. 1 % dimethylgly~xime in 
ethanol 0.5 ml. cone. H 2S04 • • 

( 3) PROCEDURE. (a) The liquor is filtered rapidly through glass wool or 
a coarse filter paper to remove suspended matter. 

(b) 20 ml. buffer, 1 ml. indicator and excess barium chloride solution 
up to a maximum of 25 ml. are placed in a 250 ml. stoppered flask. 

(c) A suitable sample of the sulfide solution containing, if possible be
tween 0.04 an 0.08 g. sodium sulfide is added. The flask is stoppered and 
left for one minute to precipitate the sulfite. 

(d) The solution is then titrated with the standard ferricyanide solu
tion until the pink color is destroyed. During titration the solution some
times goes a dirty color but near completion the pink color becomes more 
definite and disappears momentarily before the final end point is reached. 
The solution is titrated until there is no reappearance of the pink color 
after 30 seconds. 1 ml. O.lN ferricyanide = 0.00160 g. S-2

• 

1. In order to reduce loss of sulfide the determination should be carried 
out as rapidly as possible and the solution titrated with the minimum of 
agitation. It is recommended that a rough titration be made and then in 
further titrations the ferricyanide added rapidly to within 1 ml. of the 
expected value. 

2. If it is suspected that the concentration of sulfite is high, and ap
proaches that of the sulfide, the waiting time after the addition of barium 
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chloride shall be extended to 10 minutes, to allow for complete precipita
tion of the barium sulfite. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.04 Applicability of sulfide pretreatment standards. (1) A POTW 
receiving wastewater from a facility subject to this chapter may require 
more stringent pretreatment standards for sulfide than those established 
by this chapter without EPA approval. 

(2) The pretreatment standards for sulfide established by this chapter 
will not apply if the POTW receiving wastewater from a facility subject 
to this chapter certifies in writing with explanation of relevant factors 
considered, in accordance with the provisions of sub. (3) that the dis
charge of sulfide from the facility does not interfere with the operation of 
the POTW. In making this determination, the POTW shall consider all 
relevant factors including but not limited to the following: 

(a) The presence and characteristics of other industrial wastewaters 
which can increase or decrease sulfide concentrations, pH, or both. 

(b) The characteristics of the sewer/interceptor collection system 
which either minimize or enhance opportunities for release of hydrogen 
sulfide gas. 

( c) The characteristics of the receiving POTW s headworks, prelimi
nary and primary treatment systems, and sludge holding and dewatering 
facilities which either minimize or enhance opportunities for release of 
hydrogen sulfide gas. 

(d) The occurrence of any prior sulfide related interference as defined 
ins. NR 252.02 (5). 

(3) (a) On October 13, 1983 a POTW which intends to certify that the 
sulfide pretreatment standard does not apply shall publish, in a local 
newspaper with the largest circulation, a notice that presents the findings 
supporting this determination consistent with sub. (1). Allowance for 
public hearing of these findings shall be provided. The POTW shall iden
tify all existing facilities to which the sulfide pretreatment standard 
otherwise established by this chapter would not apply. 

(b) On January 11, 1984, a POTW which intends to certify that the 
sulfide pretreatment standard does not apply shall file a written certifica
tion with the Regional Water Management Division Director, Environ
mental Protection Agency, in the appropriate regional office. This certifi
cation shall include the findings supporting this determination and the 
results of public comments, and public hearing if held. 

(c) On February 10, 1984, EPA shall acknowledge to the POTW re
ceipt of any certification submitted under pars. (a) and (b), and shall 
indicate to the POTW the adequacy of the submission based upon a re
view of the factors set forth in sub. (2). 

(d) Within 30 days of the date of receipt of adequate submissions 
under pars. (a) to (c), EPA shall publish a notice in the federal register 
identifying those facilities to which the sulfide pretreatment standards of 
this part do not apply. 

(e) A POTW may certify that the sulfide pretreatment standards of 
this chapter do not apply to a new source planning to discharge into the 
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POTW. This certification shall be submitted prior to the commencement 
of discharge, and shall conform at a minimum with criteria in sub. (2) 
and the general procedures and intervals of time contained in pars. (a) to 
(d). 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.05 Compliance date for pretreatment standards for existing 
sources (PSES). Existing sources subject to PSES shall comply by No
vember 25, 1985. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.06 Monitoring requirements. Compliance with monthly average 
discharge limitations is required regardless of the number of samples an
alyzed and averaged. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.10 Applicability; description of the hair pulp, chrome tan, retan
wet finishing subcategory. The provisions of this subcategory are applica
ble to process wastewater discharges resulting from any tannery which, 
either exclusively or in addition to other unhairing and tanning opera
tion, processes raw or cured cattle or cattle-like hides into finished 
leather by chemically dissolving the hide hair, chrome tanning, and re
tan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.11 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

9.1 
13.2 
3.8 
0.23 

(1) 

4.1 
6.0 
1.7 
0.09 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.12 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss.125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
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technology (BCT): The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252.11. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.13 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT): The effluent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained ins. NR 252.11. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.14 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg ( or pounds per 1000 lb) ofraw 
material 

6.0 
8.7 
2.5 
0.16 

(1) 

2.7 
4.0 
1.1 
0.06 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.15 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). (1) Ex
cept as provided ins. NR 252.04 and 40 C.F.R. ss. 403. 7 and 403.13, any 
existing source subject to this subcategory which introduces process 
wastewater pollutants into a publicly owned treatment works shall com
ply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and achieve the following pretreatment 
standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Sulfide 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 7.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

24.0 8.0 
12.0 (1) 
(1) 

(2) Any existing source subject to this subcategory which processes 
less than 275 hides/day (3.9 million pounds per year, at 260 working days 
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per year) shall comply with sub. ( 1 ), except that the total chromium lim
itations contained in sub. (1) do not apply. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.16 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7 ands. NR 252.04, any new source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.15. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.20 Applicability; description of the hair save, chrome tan, retan
wet finish subcategory. The provisions of this subcategory are applicable 
to process wastewater discharges resulting from any tannery which pro
cesses raw or cured cattle or cattle-like hides into finished leather by hair 
save unhairing, chrome tanning, and retan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.21 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

8.2 
11.8 
3.4 
0.21 

(1) 

3.7 
5.4 
1.5 
0.08 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.22 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss.125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252.21. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.23 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
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achieve the following efl:luent limitations representing the degree of efl:lu
ent reduction attainable by the application -of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT): The efl:luent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained in s. NR 252.21. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.24 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance sta11dards (NSPS): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any l day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

6.9 
9.9 
2.9 
0.18 

(1) 

3.1 
4.5 
1.3 
0.06 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.25 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). Except 
as provided ins. NR 252.04 and 40 C.F.R. ss. 403.7 and 403.13, any 
existing source subject to this subcategory that introduces process 
wastewater pollutants into a publicly owned treatment works shall com
ply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and achieve the following pretreatment 
standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Sulfide 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 7.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any l day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

24.0 8.0 
12.0 (1) 
(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.26 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7 ands. NR 252.04, any new source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.25. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.30 Applicability; description of the hair save or pulp, nonchrome 
tan, retan-wet finish subcategory. The provisions of this subcategory are 
applicable to process wastewater discharges resulting from any tannery 
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which processes raw or cured cattle or cattle-like hides into finished 
leather by hair save or pulp unhairing, vegetable tanning or alum, 
syntans, oils and other agents for tanning, and retan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.31 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

6.9 
9.9 
2.9 
0.18 

(1) 

3.1 
4.5 
1.3 
0.06 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.32 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5 , TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252.31. 

Hi$tory: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.33 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained in s. NR 252.31. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.34 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 
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Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NR252 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg ( or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

5.9 
8.5 
2.4 
0.15 

(1) 

2.7 
3.9 
1.1 
0.06 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.35 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). (1) Ex
cept as provided ins. NR 252.04 and 40 C.F.R. ss. 403.7 and 403.13, any 
existing source subject to this subcategory that introduces process 
wastewater pollutants into a publicly owned treatment works shall com
ply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and achieve the following pretreatment 
standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Sulfide 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 7.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

24.0 8.0 
12.0 (1) 
(1) 

(2) Any existing source subject to this subcategory which processes 
less than 350 hides/day (5.4 million pounds per year, at 260 working days 
per year) shall comply withs. NR 252.35 (1), except that the total chro
mium limitations contained in sub. (1) do not apply. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.36 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7 ands. NR 252.04 any new source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.35. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.40 Applicability; description of the retan-wet finish-sides subcat
egory. The provisions of this subcategory are applicable to process waste
water discharges resulting from any tannery which processes previously 
tanned hides and skins (grain side only) into finished leather by retan
wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 
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NR 252.41 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the control technology currently available (BPT). Except 
as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-125.32, any existing point source sub
ject to this subcategory shall achieve the following effluent limitations 
representing the degree of effluent reduction attainable by the applica
tion of the best practicable control technology currently available 
(BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 

Maximum for Maximum for 
any 1 day monthly average 

Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

6.7 
9.7 
2.8 
0.17 

(1) 

3.0 
4.4 
1.3 
0.06 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.42 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss.125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252.41. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.43 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained in s. NR 252.41. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, elf. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.44 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 
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Pollutant or pollutant property 
BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NR252 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg ( or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

6.3 
9.1 
2.7 
.0.16 
(1) 

2.8 
4.2 
1.2 
0.06 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.45 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). Except 
as provided in 40 C.F .R. ss. 403. 7 and 403.13, any existing source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the following pretreatment standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

19.0 12.0 
(1) (1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.46 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7, any new source subject to this subcat
egory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a publicly 
owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and 
achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.45. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.50 Applicability; description of the no beamhouse subcategory. 
The provisions of this subcategory are applicable to process wastewater 
discharges resulting from any tannery which processes cattle hides, 
sheepskins, or splits (hair previously removed and pickled) into finished 
leather by chrome or nonchrome tanning, and retan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.51 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 
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Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

an_r_! dll!_ ____!llonthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

8.2 
11.8 
3.4 
0.21 

(1) 

3.7 
5.4 
1.5 
0.08 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.52 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional control technology 
(BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil and grease, 
and pH contained in s. NR 252.51. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.53 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained in s. NR 252.51. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.54 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BOD5 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

anrJ. day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

5.3 
7.7 
2.2 
0.14 

(1) 

2.4 
3.5 
1.0 
0.05 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 
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NR 252.55 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). Except 
as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 403.7 and 403.13, any existing source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the following pretreatment standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any l day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

19.0 12.0 
(1) (1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.56 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7, any new source subject to this subcat
egory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a publicly 
owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and 
achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.55. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.60 Applicability; description of the through-the-blue subcategory. 
The provisions of this subcategory are applicable to process wastewater 
discharges resulting from any tannery which processes raw or cured cat
tle or cattle-like hides through-the-blue tanned state by hair pulp un
hairing and chrome tanning; no retan-wet finishing is performed. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.61 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BOD 5 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any l day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

3.0 
4.3 
1.2 
0.08 

(1) 

1.3 
1.9 
0.6 
0.03 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 
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NR 252.62 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss 125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained ins. NR 252.61. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.63 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss.125.30-125.32, 
any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the 
following effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology eco
nomically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those for total 
chromium contained in s. NR 252.61. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.64 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 

BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 

Maximum for Maximum for 
any 1 day monthly average 

Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

2.0 
2.8 
0.8 
0.05 

(1) 

0.88 
1.3 
0.4 
0.02 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.65 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). Except 
as provided ins. NR 252.04 and 40 C.F.R. ss. 403.7 and 403.13, any 
existing source subject to this subcategory that introduces process 
wastewater pollutants into a publicly owned treatment works shall com
ply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and achieve the following pretreatment 
standards: 
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Pollutant or pollutant property 
Sulfide 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 7.0 to 10.0. 

NR252 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any l day monthly average 
Miffigrams P!f liter (mg_/1) 

24.0 8.0 
12.0 (1) 
(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.66 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403. 7 ands. NR 252.04, any new source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.65. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.70 Applicability; description of the shearling subcategory. The 
provisions of this subcategory are applicable to process wastewater dis
charges resulting from any tannery which processes raw or cured sheep or 
sheep-like skins with the wool or hair retained into finished leather by 
chrome tanning, and retan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.71 EFfiuent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F .R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any l day monthly average 
Kg/kkg ( or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material · 

13.2 5.9 
19.1 8.7 
5.6 2.5 
0.34 0.12 

(1) (1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.72 Effluent limitations repesenting the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss.125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
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technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252. 71. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.73 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained ins. NR 252.71. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.74 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BODS 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

13.2 
19.1 
5.6 
0.34 

(1) 

5.9 
8.7 
2.5 
0.12 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.75 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). Except 
as provided in 40 C.F .R. ss. 403. 7 and 403.13, any existing source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the following pretreatment standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

19.0 12.0 
(1) (1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.76 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7, any new source subject to this subcat
egory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a publicly 
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owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and 
achieve the pretreatment standards contained ins. NR 252.75. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.80 Applicability; description of the pigskin subcategory. The pro
visions of this subcategory are applicable to process wastewater dis
charges resulting from any tannery which processes raw or cured pig
skins into finished leather by chemically dissolving or pulping the hair 
and tanning with chrome, then retan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.81 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BOD5 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg ( or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

7.0 
10.1 
3.0 
0.18 

(1) 

3.2 
4.6 
1.3 
0.07 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.82 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD 5, TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252.81. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.83 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. 125.30-125.32, 
any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the 
following effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology eco
nomically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those for total 
chromium contained in s. NR 252.81. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 
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NR 252.84 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BOD5 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

5.8 
8.3 
2.4 
0.15 

(1) 

2.6 
3.8 
1.1 
0.05 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.85 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). Except 
as provided ins. NR 252.04 and 40 C.F.R. ss. 403.7 and 403.13, any 
existing source subject to this subcategory that introduces process 
wastewater pollutants into a publicly owned treatment works shall com
ply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and achieve the following pretreatment 
standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Sulfide 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 7.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

an_i 1 day monthly average 
Milli_g_rams per liter (Il!_gLU 

24.0 8.0 
12.0 (1) 
(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.86 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F .R. s. 403. 7 and s. NR 252.04, any new source subject 
to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into a 
publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, 
and achieve the pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.85. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.90 Applicability; description of the retan-wet finish-splits subcat
egory. The provisions of this subcategory are applicable to process waste
water discharges resulting from any tannery which processes previously 
unhaired and tanned splits into finished leather by retan-wet finishing. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.91 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best practicable control technology 
currently available (BPT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
Register, October, 1986, No. 370 
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125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best practicable con
trol technology currently available (BPT): 

Pollutant or pollutant property 

BOD 5 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

BPT limitations 

Maximum for Maximum for 
any l day monthly average 

Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

4.2 
6.1 
1.8 
0.11 

(1) 

1.9 
2.8 
0.79 
0.04 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.92 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. 125.30-125.32, any 
existing point source subject to this subcategory shall achieve the follow
ing effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduction at
tainable by the application of the best conventional pollutant control 
technology (BCT). The effluent limitations are those for BOD5 , TSS, oil 
and grease, and pH contained in s. NR 252.91. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.93 Effluent limitations representing the degree of effluent reduc
tion attainable by the application of the best available technology economi
cally achievable (BAT). Except as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30-
125.32, any existing point source subject to this subcategory shall 
achieve the following effluent limitations representing the degree of efflu
ent reduction attainable by the application of the best available technol
ogy economically achievable (BAT). The effluent limitations are those 
for total chromium contained in s. NR 252.91. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.94 New source performance standards (NSPS). Any new source 
subject to this subcategory shall achieve the following new source per
formance standards (NSPS): 

Register, October, 1986, No. 370 
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WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
BOD5 
TSS 
Oil and grease 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 9.0. 

NSPS 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Kg/kkg (or pounds per 1000 lb) of raw 
material 

3.5 
5.1 
1.5 
0.09 

(1) 

1.6 
2.3 
0.66 
0.03 

(1) 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.95 Pretreatment standards for existing sources (PSES). (1) Ex
cept as provided in 40 C.F.R. ss. 403.7 and 403.13, any existing source 
subject to this subcategory that introduces process wastewater pollu~ 
tants into publicly owned treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. 
Part 403, and achieve the following pretreatment standards: 

Pollutant or pollutant property 
Total chromium 
pH 

1 Within the range 6.0 to 10.0. 

PSES 
Maximum for Maximum for 

any 1 day monthly average 
Milligrams per liter (mg/1) 

19.0 12.0 
(1) (1) 

(2) Any existing source subject to this subcategory which processes 
less than 3,600 splits/day (3.7 million pounds per year, at 260 working 
days per year) shall comply withs. NR 252.95 (1), except that the total 
chromium limitations contained in sub. (1) do not apply. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.96 Pretreatment standards for new sources (PSNS). Except as 
provided in 40 C.F.R. s. 403.7, any new source subject to this subcat
egory that introduces process wastewater pollutants into publicly owned 
treatment works shall comply with 40 C.F.R. Part 403, and achieve the 
following pretreatment standards contained in s. NR 252.95. 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

NR 252.99 Cross-references. The federal citations in this chapter corre
spond to provisions of the Wisconsin administrative code and Wisconsin 
statutes. The federal citations can be cross-referenced in the following 
table: 

Code of Federal Regulations Corresponding state code section 
40 C.F.R. Part 425 ........................ ch. NR 252 
40 C.F.R. ss. 125.30 - 125.32 ......... s. NR 211.14, s. 147.04 (3), Stats. 
40 C.F.R. Part 401 ........................ chs. NR 205, 215, 219 . 
40 C.F.R. s. 403.3 (i) ..................... s. NR 211.03 (5) 
Register, October, 1986, No. 370 
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40 C.F .R. s. 403. 7 .......................... s. NR 211.13 
40 C.F.R. s. 403.13 ........................ s. NR 211.14 

History: Cr. Register, October, 1986, No. 370, eff. 11-1-86. 

Register, October, 1986, No. 370 


