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Note: PW-PA 20.24 as it existed on June 30, 1989 was repealed and a new chapter HSS 222 
created effective July 1, 1989. 

HSS 222.01 Authority ond purpose. This chapter is adopted pursuant to 
s. 49.20 (4), Stats., for the purpose of implementing the student 18-year
old aid (SEA) program, whlch provides aid to 18-year-old high school 
students who become ineligible for aid to families with dependent chil
dren (AFDC) solely as a result of reaching the age of 18. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, eff. 7-1-89. 

H S 222.02 Ap11licabilily. This chapter applies to all applicants for and 
recipients of stud n 18-year-old aid, to persons engaged in the adminis
tration and supervision of SEA, and to all persons who are legally or 
financially responsible for any applicant for or recipient of SEA. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, eff. 7-1-89. 

HSS 222.03 Definitions. In this chapter: 

(1) "AFDC" means aid to families with dependent children, a public 
assistance,program under Title IV-A of the Social Security Act of 1935, 
as amended, and ss. 49.19 to 49.41, Stats. 

(2) "AFDC group" means those persons whose financial eligibility for 
AFDC is determined together. 

(3) "Agency" means a county department of social services or human 
services, or a tribal agency which administers income maintenance 
programs. 

(4) "Applicant" means an 18-year-old high school student on whose 
behalf application for aid is made under this chapter. 

(5) "Caretaker relative" means any of the following relatives who has 
the applicant under his or her care: father, mother, stepfather, step
mother, brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, half-sister, 
nephew 1 niece, aunt, uncle, first cousin, or any of the e persons of preced
ing g nerations as denoted by prefixes of grand great- or great-great. 
"Caretaker relative" includes th spouse of any of the relatives listed 
under this subsection even after the marriage is ended by death or 
divorce. 

(6) "Department" means the Wisconsin department of health and so
cial services. 

(7) "Enrolled" means the applicant is registered in a program of stud
ies ·i ading to a high school dip loma for the semester in which he or she.is 
attending or plans to attend school. 
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(8) "Family allowance" means the percentage of the assistance stan
dard under s. 49.19 (11) (a) 1. and 2., Stats., designated as the monthly 
payment level in the AFDC program. 

(9) "Food stamps" means the assistance program under 7 USC 2011 to 
2029. 

(10) "Medical assistance" means the assistance program operated by 
the department under ss. 49.43 to 49.497, Stats. 

(11) "Protective payment" means a payment to a payee appointed by 
the agency, other than the parent or other caretaker relative. 

(12) "Regularly attending" means attending classroom instruction 
during the school year and includes absence from school due to illness, 
convale$cence, a family emergency or an official school vacation. Attend
ance during optional summer school sessions is not required for a student 
to be considered to be regularly attending school. 

(13) "SEA" means student 18-year-old aid, a public assistance pro
gram under s. 49.20, Stats. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, elf. 7·1-89. 

HSS 222.04 Administration. (1) All agencies shall administer the stu
dent 18-year-old-aid program. 

(2) Unless stated to the contrary in this section, agencies shall admin
ister the SEA program under the limitations of and in accordance with 
the procedure specified for the administration of AFDC in s. 49.19, 
Stats., and ch. HSS 201. , 

(3) Reimbursement of agencies for administration of the SEA program 
and for payments made under the SEA program shall be from state funds 
which are not federally matchable. 

(4) U an AFDC group's benefits are reduced or terminated solely be
cause a group member reached the age of 18, the agency shall notify the 
group of the SEA program at the time notification of AFDC reduction or 
discontinuation is sent under s. 49.19 (13), Stats. 

(5) The agency may make a home visit prior to the initial payment 
under the SEA program if the applicant s living situation has changed 
from the time that he or she was included in the AFDC grant. 

(6) The agency shall verify every 3 months that a SEA recipient is 
regularly attending school by contacting the school attendance officer. In 
this subsection, "school attendance officer" has the meaning prescribed 
ins. 118.16 (1) (a), Stats., namely, an employe designated by the school 
board to deal with matters relating to school attendance truancy. 

(7) The agency shall review an SEA recipient's eligibility for SEA 
every 6 months. 

(8) Agencies shall report any information to the department that the 
department determines it needs in order to monitor administration of the 
program. 
Register, June, 1989, No. 402 
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(9) Recipients of aid under the SEA program shall have the same 
rights and responsibilities as those specified for AFDC redpients under 
ch. 49, Stats., ch. HSS 201 ands. PW-PA 20.18 [HSS 225]. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, elf. 7-1-89. 

HSS 222.05 Application. (1) Application for student 18-year-old-aid 
shall be made on a form prescribed by the department and provided by 
an agency and shall be made on behalf of the applicant by the caretaker 
relative with whom the applicant resides. 

(2) Application for SEA sh;dl also constitute application for medical 
assistance and food stamps. Eligibility of the applicant for medical assis
tance shall be determined in accordance with criteria specified for that 
program in ss. 49.46 and 49.47, Stats., and chs. HSS 102 and 103. Eligi
bility of the applicant for food stamps shall be determined in accordance 
with criteria specified for that program in 7 CFR 273. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, elf. 7-1-89. 

HSS 222.06 Eligibility. An agency shall determine eligibility for student 
18-year-old-aid in accordance with this section, as follows: · 

(1) NONFINANCIAL CONDITIONS FOR ELIGIBII..ITY. A person is eligible 
for SEA only if the person: 

(a) Is 18 years of age; 

(b) Is a Wisconsin resident; 

(c) Received AFDC, but not as a foster child, during the month in 
which he or she reached the age of 18; 

(d) Does not meet criteria specified ins. HSS 201.24 for AFDC eligibil
ity as a dependent 18-year-old; 

(e) Is living in the home of a caretaker relative; 

(f) Is deprived of parental support or care as a result of the death, 
incapacitation or unemployment of a parent, or continued absence of a 
parent from the home unless the absence is due solely to the periormance 
of active duty in the uniformed service of the United States; and 

(g) Is enrolled in and regularly attends a secondary education program 
leading to a high school diploma. Confirmation of enrollment shall be 
obtained from a local school district official. 

(2) FINANCIAL CONDITIONS FOR ELIGIBILITY. (a) To be eligible for SEA, 
an applicant shall meet the following financial eligibility criteria: 

1. The applicant's total assets which are not exempt under par. (b) 
may not exceed $1,000; and 

2. The applicant's unearned income may not exceed the family allow
ance for one. 

(b) The following assets and income of an applicant are exempt from 
being taken into consideration for determining eligibility for SEA; 

1. Any real and personal property owned by the applicant which is 
exempt from AFDC eligibility determination under s. HSS 201.27; 
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2. Up to $1,500 oI the equity value of one motor vehicle owned by the 
appJicant. If more than one vehicle is owned, up to $1,500 of equity value 
from the vehicle with the greatest equity sbaJI be exempt. The equity 
value of any other vehicle shall be counted as an asset. In this subdivision 
"equity value" means the wholesale vaJue as given in a standard guide 
on motor vehicle values or the value as estimated by a sales representa
tive at a local car dealership agency minus any encumbrances which are 
legally debts; 

3. Monies set aside in an education fund for the pw-pose of post-sec
ondary education or tratning. An applicant claiming an education fund 
shall provide a signed statement identUying the bank, credit union or 
savings and loan association where the fund is located, the amount in the 
fund, and the account numper of the fund. The fu11d shall remain exempt 
from consideration as long as the monies are not used for any purpose 
other than post-secondary education or training; and 

4. All earned income of the applicant. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, elf. 7-1-89. 

HSS 222.07 Payment. ( 1) Payment shall be made either by check to the 
caretaker relative with whom the applicant is living or by protective 
payment. 

(2) The monthly payment amount for an applicant whose 18th birth
day caused ineligibility of the AFDC group for AFDC shall be the differ
ence between the family allowance for one and the applicant's nonex
empt unearned income. 

(3) The monthly payment amount for an applicant whose 18th birth
day caused the AFDC group's AFDC payment to be reduced shall be 
computed according to the following procedure: 

(a) From the family allowance for the number of persons in the AFDC 
group, including the applicant, subtract the family allowance for the 
number of persons in the AFDC group excluding the applicant; and 

(b) From the result in par. (a), subtract the applicant's nonexempt 
unearned income. 

Hi•lory: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, elf. 7-1-89. 

HSS 222.08 Grant continuation. (1) A recipient of student 18-year-old
aid shall remain eligible for benefits under this chapter until he or she 
reaches the age of 19, for as long as he or she meets the conditions of 
eligibility specified in s. HSS 222.06 and if: 

(a) The deprivation reason under s. HSS 222.06(l')( fj existed through
out the calendar month in which the recipient became 18 years of age and 
the 18th birthday was the sole reason for discontinuance of AFDC bene
fits to the AFDC group in which the SEA recipient had been included; or 

(b) The deprivation reason under s. HSS 222.06 (1) (f) continues, and 
benefits to the AFDC group in which the SEA recipient had been in
cluded were discontinued for other reasons. 

(2) If the 18th birthday of the SEA recipient caused reduction of the 
AFDC grant to a continuing AFDC group and the AFDC group is subse
quently discontinued because the deprivation reason under s. HSS 
Register, June, 1989; No. 402 
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222.06 (1) (f) no longer exists, the SEA recipient's benefits shall be dis
continued for the same reason. 

(3) If an agency determines that an SEA recipient is no longer eligible 
for benefits under this chapter, the agency shall notify the recipient as 
required under s. HSS 201.09 (2) (a) . 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1989, No. 402, elf. 7-h89 . 
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