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tion of allowable harvest among various users and the establishement of 
restricted areas. 

History: Cr. Register, February, 198.0, No. 290, elf. 3-1-80. 

NR 1.11 General. The natural resources board: 

(1) Endorses the concept and principles of professional wildlife man­
agement, considers scientific findings to be the primary foundation of 
sound wildlife management programs, and supports research and 
surveys necessary to provide the technical information required for effec­
tive implementation of this policy. 

(2) Recognizes that effective policy implementation requires the input 
and support of an informed public; endorses an active program to inform 
people of wildlife resource issues and alternative solutions; and will make 
every reasonable effort to obtain broad public input during its decision­
making process. 

(3) Recognizes the need to strengthen the educational efforts of the 
department relating to hunter competence, standards of ethical hunting 
behavior and respect for landowners rights; educational efforts must also 
be directed toward nonhunters to improve their knowledge and under­
standing of wildlife as a renewable natural resource and of hunting as 
both a method of controlling wildlife populations and as a form of out­
door recreation. 

(4) Endorses the concept of comprehensive wildlife planning whereby 
actual and potential contributions of all functions of the department 
toward achievement of common wildlife management goals and objec­
tives are recognized and, where feasible, integrated into operational ac­
tivities. 

(5) Recognizes that regulation of certain human activities is an inte­
gral and necessary part of wildlife management; that a sound legal sys­
tem which combines equitable laws and judicious law enforcement is es­
sential; and that wildlife law enforcement programs which are 
commensurate with other management efforts and contribute toward the 
achievement of common goals and objectives are necessary. 

( 6) Endorses the development and adoption of stronger regulatory 
measures, including more stringent license requirements, to assure an ac­
ceptable, minimum standard of hunting performance. 

(7) Supports the maintenance o1 ecological diversitY and health, and 
will do everything in its power to protect and maintain free-living popu­
lations of all species of wildlife currently existing in Wisconsin; extir­
pated species will be reintroduced whenever feasible ecologically, eco­
nomically and socially. 

(8) Supports the management of game species and habitat with the 
objective of increasing or maintaining populations to provide hunting 
opportunities. 

(9) Supports the regulated use of wildlife for human benefits, including 
hunting and trapping where legal harvests do not reduce subsequent 
population levels o1 these renewable wildlife resources or where popula­
tion reduction of certain species is a deliberate objective. 
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(10) Supports efforts to foster and promote the voluntary conservation 
of wildlife habitat on private lands and also supports the development 
and maintenance of cooperative programs for wildlife management and 
hunting recreation with landowners and operators of private lands. 

(11) Recognizes that private use of Wisconsin's protected wildlife is 
appropriate ptovided that use for educational, recreational, scientific or • 
economic purposes does not deleteriously affect native or migratory wild-
life and identifies the necessity of establishing and administering licens-
ing or permit systems to insure proper care and handling of protected 
wildlife when persons are entrusted with their care or use. 

(12) Strongly encourages the use of well trained hunting dogs in the 
pursuit and retrjeval of game; that extensive training and field trial com­
petition provide hunting dogs which are proficient at finding and retriev­
ing more game; and that the department will actively participate in pro­
grams which assist and encourage the traimng of hunting dogs including 
the designation and management of specific state controlled lands for tri­
als and training provided thls use does not conflict with the primary pur­
pose of the property. 

History: Cr. Register, April, 1975, No. 232, elf. 5-1-75; r. and recr. Register, July, 1977, No. 
259, elf. 8-1-77; er. (11), Register, October, 1982, No. 322, elf. 11-1-82; er. (12), Register, De­
cember, 1984, No. 348, elf. 1-1-85. 

NR 1.12 Migratory game bird!:i. Migratory game birds are those species 
listed in s. 29.01 (3) (d), Stats .. whlch in the course of their sea.."!Onal 
movements wi11 almost always leave the land or water on ¥'hich they 
fledged and will often cross state or international boundaries. These spe­
cies are regulated under federal law and international treaties. To imple­
ment an adequate program for migratory game birds, the following needs 
and actions are essential: 

(1) HABITAT MANAGEMElNT. Wetlands are the primary habitat compo­
nent for most migratory game bird species. Upland nesting cover and 
woodlands are also necessary for certain species. Legislation and pro­
grams that will protect and enhance migratory game bird habitat must 
be strengthened. Such a program has to include: 

(a) Acquisition in fee title to protect critical lands and waters and to 
permit developments necessary for enhancement; 

(b) Easement acquisition to protect other important lands and waters 
from excessive degradation by human activities; 
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ment, when feasible, will establish joint permit systems with other agen­
cies having jurisdiction of the protected wildlife. 

(b) Permits authorizing possession of captive wildlife or captive game 
farm birds and mammals shall be denied or revoked upon a showing that 
such possession results in car~ practices which are not humane, adequate 
or sanitary. 

(c) The department may receive confiscated wildlife and shall render 
care consistent with standards and guidelines established for captive, 
protected wildlife. 

(3) REHABILITATION. (a) First aid and temporary care administered to 
orphaned, injured or confiscated wildlife may provide important benefits 
to the scientific community through knowledge gained during such treat­
ment as well as benefit the wildlife being treated. 

(b) Necessary standards for facilities and care shall be established to 
assure proper care and confinement. 

(c) Skunks may not be held under this permit authority. 

(d) Wildlife may be destroyed by the department or permittees when 
there is no hope of successful release to the wild or for cost free use for 
falconry, wildlife exhibits, propagation, zoos or educational institutions. 

( e) The department may not actively engage in a rehabilitation pro-
gram but provide coordination of referrals to authorized rehabilitators. 
The department may continue to provide care for confiscated wildlife. 

( 4) FALCONRY. (a) The use of certain species of rap tors for the pursuit 
and capture of wild animals is a legitimate use of a natural res0urce 
which requires skill and dedication on that part of the user and may yield 
important biological, ecological and other scientific knowledge of preda­
tory birds. 

(b) Because of the complexities of the sport, permit applicants will be 
tested for their knowledge of basic biology, raptor care, literature, laws, 
and regulations. · 

(c) Special hunting seasons may be established within the biological 
limits of the wildlife species to provide recreational opportunities. 

(d) When the security of any wild population of raptor is in doubt or in 
jeopardy, the department shall prohibit the use of wild-trapped birds of 
that species for falconry. 

( e) The use of raptors hatched, raised or rehabilitated in captivity will 
be encouraged for falconry to reduce the use of wild raptors. 

(f) The department will encourage educational efforts to improve the 
public's knowledge of raptors and monitor the program, particularly re­
garding the health, care, taking and transfer of raptors. 

( 5) WILDLIFE EXHIBITS. (a) The use of game farm birds and mammals 
or wildlife which cannot be released to the wild for advertising or exhibi­
tion purposes serves the public interest when the public's general knowl­
edge of wildlife is increased by such use. 

(b) Standards for facilities and care shall be reviewed by the depart­
ment to insure humane and sanitary treatment of captive birds and 
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mammals and compliance with the animal welfare act of 1966 (P.L. 89-
544), as amended. 

( c) No exhibited bird or mammal may be released to the wild. Further 
precaution shall be taken to minimize contact between captive and free­
roaming wildlife. 

(6) PROPAGATION. (a) Use of propagated game birds, game mammals • 
and raptors contributes to the satisfaction of public demands by provid-
ing an alternative to the complete reliance upon wildlife populations. 
Habitat components beneficial to the survival of wild populations may 
be protected by private citizens participating in these programs. 

(b) The department shall provide housing guidelines and each permit­
tee shall implement control measures which minimize disease and poten­
tial threats to wildlife. 

(c) The department may authorize the periodic taking of wildlife for 
breeding purposes. 

(7) ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES. Birds and mammals on 
the Wisconsin endangered and threatened species list (s. NR 27.03) may 
be acquired and possessed only by persons possessing a Wisconsin endan­
gered species permit issued under s. 29.415 (6), Stats. 

(8) ScIENTIF1C COLLECTION. Except as provided by specific rule or law, 
all protected wild animals, alive or dead, not listed as endangered or 
threatened species may be acquired and possessed only by persons pos­
sessing a scientific collectors permit issued under s. 29.17, Stats. Such 
permits shall be issued only if the use of the wild animal provides useful 
scientific knowledge or educational opportunities in the natural sciences 
consistent withs. NR 19.11. 

(9) VETERINARIANS. Licensed veterinarians providing emergency 
treatment of wildlife or game farm birds and mammals shall not be re­
quired to possess additional department permits. 

(10) TEMPORARY POSSESSION. Wildlife is often obtained by citizens at­
tempting to rescue sick, injured or orphaned birds and mammals. Such 
person shall notify a conservation warden within 24 hours and advise of 
such possession. 

( 11) DOG TRIALS AND DOG TRAINING. The use of captive game farm 
birds and mammals for dog trial and training activities is consistent with 
sound resource management principles and provides opportunities for 
hunters to improve their dog handling skills and the dog's performance 
during periods closed to hunting. 

Hi•lory: Cr. Register, October, 1982, No. 322, eff. 11-1-82; r. (2) (d), er. (11), Register, De­
cember, 1984, No. 348, eff. 1-1-85. 

NR 1.20 Growing trees and shrubs. (1) The department shall produce • 
and make available from state-operated nurseries trees and shrubs of 
suitable species and size to be planted in the state of Wisconsin for for-
estry and other types of conservation projects. No trees or shrubs in-
tended for private ornamental or landscape planting shall be sold by the 
department. 

(2) The following guidelines shall be adhered to: 
Next page is numbered 15 

Register, December, 1984, No. 348 


